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Map thief gets three-and-a-half years
A federal judge in New Haven, Connecticut, sentenced convicted map
thief E. Forbes Smiley III to 42 months in prison September 27,
despite requests from victimized libraries for a much sterner
punishment. Smiley, a Massachusetts map dealer who has admitted
stealing 98 rare maps from seven repositories in the United States
and England, must also pay $1.9 million in restitution to antiquarian
booksellers and collectors he defrauded....

Orphan works bill shelved until 2007
The House abandoned September 27 a bill aiming to limit liability of
copyright infringement of orphan works—copyrighted works whose
owners are difficult or impossible to find. To the dismay of many
supporters, in September the bill was folded into the more
complicated Copyright Modernization Act of 2006 (H.R. 6052), which
also deals with online music licensing. The House Judiciary Committee
has withdrawn this larger bill a total of three times from scheduled
markup....

Texas district pulls two books for
profanity 
Officials of the Columbia-Brazoria (Tex.) Independent
School District have removed two books from the
West Brazos Junior High library in Brazoria following
two unrelated complaints within a month’s time.
Assistant Superintendent Martha Buckner told
American Libraries that the library no longer carried
Ursula LeGuin’s A Fisherman of the Inland Sea nor
Zero to Sixty: The Motorcycle Journey of a Lifetime by
Gary Paulsen....

Tennessee group vows to fight library privatization
Three weeks after the Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library board
announced it would outsource its operations to management firm
Library Systems and Services, a citizens’ group has formed to contest
the plan. The group, Citizens Against Privatization, claims to have
collected 1,000 signatures opposing any outsourcing contract....

Judge tosses lawsuit against Pueblo library
A federal judge has dismissed a $1-million lawsuit filed against the
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Pueblo (Colo.) City-County Library District by its former human
resources director. Senior U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch ruled
September 25 against Helen Tomicich, whom the library board fired in
2003 after critics questioned the validity of her doctoral degree....

Santa Fe staffers stage mock
protest over film stereotype
After finding out that an archivist/librarian
in an upcoming miniseries filmed at their
library would be portrayed by a small,
frail-looking, gray-haired actress, the staff
of the Santa Fe (N. Mex.) Public Library
organized a friendly T-shirt protest
September 27 to let the crew know that
this was not the norm. In August, Lions Gate Entertainment had
contacted SFPL to shoot a segment of The Lost Room—a series
scheduled to appear on the Sci-Fi Channel in December—in the
library’s Southwest Room....

Harry Potter series chosen as favorite
challenged books
More than 5,000 readers cast their votes for their
favorite challenged books as part of celebrations during
the 25th anniversary of Banned Books Week. The Harry
Potter series by J. K. Rowling led all voting with 1,490
votes. Online voting was hosted by ALA, one of the
sponsors of Banned Books Week (September 23–30)....

New member satisfaction survey
ALA is asking members to survey its progress since the first member
satisfaction survey was conducted in 2004. The 2006 survey was sent
to a representative sample of ALA members October 3, and
respondents have about six weeks to reply. The study complements,
but is separate from, the online website usability survey recently
completed....

Featured review: Adult book 
Gopnik, Adam. Through the Children’s Gate: A
Home in New York. Oct. 2006. 272p. Knopf.
(1-4000-4181-3).
Gopnik’s previous book, the best-selling Paris
to the Moon (2000), drew its material in large
part from his “Paris Journal” column appearing
in the New Yorker. That book shared his and
his family’s experiences living in the City of
Light for five years. In 2000 he and they
moved back to New York, and in this new
collection of essays, he demonstrates anew
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how, despite tackling two of the world’s greatest and oft-written-
about cities, he has staked out his own mastery of the literature
of place....

Hotel registration open
Online housing registration for Midwinter opened on October 2. ITS
Group is ALA’s travel management company for both hotel and airline
reservations. As an ALA attendee or exhibitor, you are eligible for
special airline and hotel rates....

Seattle Public Library internet and wireless access 
Free internet access is available at many Seattle Public Library
branches, including the downtown Central Library. Along with its wired
workstations, the library also offers WiFi access for your laptop....
Seattle Public Library

Seattle coffee lingo
Seattle is known as the home of Starbucks and the designer coffee
movement. Find out the words you will need to know to most easily
order your coffee of choice, as well as some mysterious local place
names (Belltown, the Pig, Sea-Tac)....
ALA Midwinter wiki

SmartGirl.org offers teen
reading survey
In conjunction with Teen Read Week, YALSA
is asking librarians to encourage their teenage patrons—young men
and women ages 12 through 18—to complete an online reading
survey offered by SmartGirl.org between now and October 31....

What are the core services offered by public
libraries? (PDF file) 
PLA asks for your help in defining the unique role of public libraries
today and in the future. You can find a complete report of the
discussions about each of 13 service responses (core services, defined
in the 1997 Planning for Results) on the PLA Blog, and you can add
your comments there. This online discussion will continue until
October 20, and drafts of proposed new service responses will be
available on the PLA Results website and the PLA Blog on December
1....

ACRL’s first international immersion
program
The ACRL Institute for Information Literacy seeks applicants for its
first international Immersion Program, August 5–10, 2007. The
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, will host the program, along with
contributions and support from the University of Winnipeg and
Brandon University. The deadline is December 1....
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ACRL Fall Virtual Institute
registration now open
Registration is now open for the ACRL Fall
Virtual Institute, “The User at the Center,” which will be held
completely online on November 9.  The institute will focus on how
libraries can use technologies and practice to put the user at the
center of the information enterprise on campus. The advance
registration deadline is October 26....

Teaching social science skills
ACRL has published Teaching Information Literacy
Skills to Social Science Students and Practitioners, its
second discipline-based casebook. Compiled by Doug
Cook and Natasha Cooper, this volume is based on
the ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards
and presents cases on learning situations and how
they can be analyzed and addressed....

AASL offers pre-Midwinter institute on reading
AASL will offer a pre-Midwinter institute, “Reading and the School
Library Media Specialist,” on January 19, 2007, during the ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. This all-day workshop will address
critical topics in reading for P–12 library media specialists....

YALSA selects two emerging leaders
YALSA has announced its support of two members, Jenine Lillian and
Elsworth Rockefeller, for ALA’s Emerging Leaders 2007 initiative.
YALSA will provide stipends of $500 per conference for Lillian and
Rockefeller to attend the Emerging Leaders training program
conceived by ALA President Leslie Burger....

LRRT call for papers
The Library Research Round Table will sponsor two Research Forums
at the 2007 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., June 21–27,
one on general LIS research and another on a more specific topic that
will emerge as the submissions are evaluated. LRRT welcomes papers
emphasizing the problems, theories, methodologies, or significance of
research findings for LIS. To be considered, submit a two-page
proposal by December 8....

LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award
LITA is seeking nominations for the Brett Butler Entrepreneurship
Award. Sponsored by Thomson Gale, this award is given to recognize
a librarian or library that demonstrates exemplary entrepreneurship by
providing an innovative product or service, designed to meet the
needs of the library world through the skillful and practical application
of information technology. The deadline is December 1....

Singer wins second OCLC Research Software
Contest
Ross Singer has won the second OCLC Research Software Contest
with Umlaut, an OpenURL link resolver intended to improve access to
library collections by contextualizing citations and available holdings
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more accurately for a given user. Currently running with Georgia
Tech’s catalog, Umlaut utilizes a host of web services and can take
several paths depending on what it finds at various stages....
OCLC, Sept. 28

Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award
Presented annually, the Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award
acknowledges individuals or groups who have furthered the cause of
intellectual freedom, particularly as it impacts libraries, information
centers, and the dissemination of ideas. The deadline for nominations
for 2006 is October 15....
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS

Illinois awards $3.4 million in LSTA grants
Secretary of State Jesse White has awarded FY07 Library Services and
Technology Act grants totaling $3.4 million to nearly 500 libraries,
library systems, and museums containing libraries in Illinois....
Illinois Secretary of State, Sept. 26

Most reliable search tool could be your librarian
Most people don’t bother to look at results past the first page or
spend much time evaluating the source of the material, experts say.
While the Web is good for offering quick results from a broad range of
sources (which may or may not be trustworthy), librarians can help
people get access to more authoritative information and go deeper
with their research....
C|net news.com, Sept. 29

ACLU gets OK to pursue Patriot Act lawsuit
A federal judge in Detroit rejected the government’s request to
dismiss an ACLU lawsuit challenging the constitutionally of the
controversial USA Patriot Act, an antiterrorism measure Congress
enacted after the September 11, 2001, attacks. U.S. District Judge
Denise Hood issued the ruling without fanfare September 29, nearly
three years after promising a speedy decision in the case. Congress
amended the act in March, well after the hearing before Hood in
December 2003....
Detroit Free Press, Oct. 4

Harry Potter row heats up in Georgia 
A woman who maintains that the Harry Potter books are an attempt
to teach children witchcraft is pushing for the second time to have
them banned from school libraries. Laura Mallory, a mother of four
from the Atlanta suburb of Loganville, told a Georgia Board of
Education officer that the books, by British author J. K. Rowling,
sought to indoctrinate children. Referring to the recent rash of deadly
assaults at schools, Mallory said books that promote evil help foster
the kind of culture where school shootings happen....
UK Daily Mail, Oct. 4

Banned book display removed from Virginia high
school
Harrisonburg (Va.) Schools Superintendent Donald Ford ordered the
removal of a Harrisonburg High School display of books that have
either been banned or challenged. The display, which Ford ordered
removed September 27, was part of ALA’s annual Banned Books
Week. Ford said he was concerned the school division would
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encourage students to read banned books because they are on a
controversial list and not because of their content....
Harrisonburg (Va.) Daily News Record, Oct. 4

Florida students take aim at reading record
Students across Florida cleared their throats and sat up straight as
they attempted to break the Guinness World Record for Most People
Reading Aloud Simultaneously in Multiple Locations. On September 28,
304,843 students statewide read an excerpt from Peter and the
Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson while watching a live
public broadcast from Disney’s MGM Studios. The Florida schools will
not know whether they broke the record for another month because
of the massive paperwork involved....
Miami Herald, Oct. 1

National Book Festival draws
thousands of book lovers
More than 100,000 people from all corners of
the country gathered together September 30 on
the National Mall to celebrate reading at the
Library of Congress’s sixth annual National Book
Festival. Seventy award-winning authors
(including Khaled Hosseini, right, author of The
Kite Runner), illustrators, and poets were joined
by basketball stars, storybook characters,
reading promotion partners, and book lovers of
all ages....
Library of Congress, Sept. 30

LC acquires gay-rights pioneer’s papers
The Library of Congress and the Franklin Kameny Papers Project are
sponsoring a ceremony October 6 to mark the acquisition of the gay-
civil-rights activist’s papers. Kameny, now 81, cofounded the
Mattachine Society of Washington in 1961 and the Gay and Lesbian
Activists Alliance in 1971, led the first gay protest at the White House
in 1965, fought employment discrimination in federal government
service, and helped persuade the American Psychiatric Association to
stop classifying homosexuality as an illness in 1973....
Washington Post, Oct. 1

How will Google stay on top?
Google is the 800-pound gorilla in the business of internet search, but
how will it stay there? Now it’s Google vs. YouTube. As Chicago
Tribune chief business correspondent David Greising reports, “Video
over the internet is the next big land rush in the internet economy.”
Go inside Google’s HQ with this photo essay (3:47) by Tribune
photographer Alex Garcia and a special report....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 21

Jack Prelutsky, America’s first
children’s poet laureate
Whether riffing on homework, dragons, pizza,
or the dot-gobbling Flotz, Seattle’s Jack
Prelutsky is arguably the nation’s most popular
children’s poet. His works, which span nearly 40
years and 35 volumes, include A Pizza the Size
of the Sun, The Frogs Wore Red Suspenders,
and his latest, Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant. On September 27 in
Chicago, Prelutsky, 66, was named the first children’s poet laureate,
courtesy of the nonprofit Poetry Foundation....

PLA is seeking
preconference and
program proposals
for its 12th National
Conference, to be
held Mar. 25–29,
2008, in Minneapolis.
Contact: Linda
Bostrom, 800-545-
2433, ext. 5027.
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Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Sept. 28

Carrie Underwood helps Oklahoma
literacy campaign
American Idol winner Carrie Underwood is the latest
celebrity to appear on a poster for the Oklahoma
Library Association’s “Read Y’all” literacy campaign.
Posters featuring the country singer from Checotah will
be distributed free to every academic, public, school,
and special library in the state, said Buffy Edwards,
poster coordinator for the campaign....
Associated Press, Oct. 2

New Frost poem found at University of Virginia
A University of Virginia graduate student, poking through a box of
uncataloged material at the school’s library, has found an unpublished
poem by Robert Frost. The poem, “War Thoughts at Home,” was
handwritten by Frost in a copy of North of Boston, his second
collection of poetry. The poem is signed by Frost and dated January
1918....
Charlottesville (Va.) Daily Progress, Sept. 29

Pioneer’s diary from 1886 given to North Dakota
library
The diary of Dakota pioneer Levi Dalley was found in the bottom of a
bucket of toys purchased at a garage sale in Buffalo, New York, some
20 years ago. Now, the New Jersey couple who owned it has
presented it to Daphne Drewello, director of the Alfred Dickey Public
Library in Jamestown, North Dakota....
Jamestown (N. Dak.) Sun, Oct. 2

Indian college gets grant to preserve palm-leaf
manuscripts
The United Theological College in Bangalore received $15,000
September 27 from U.S. Ambassador to India David C. Mulford for
the preservation of ancient palm-leaf manuscripts and rare books. The
funds will be also be used for creating microform copies....
The Hindu, Sept. 28

Most young people entering the
workforce lack success skills
A new survey (PDF file) of leaders from a
consortium of business research organizations
finds the incoming generation sorely lacking in
much needed workplace skills—both basic
academic abilities and such skills as critical
thinking, teamwork, and communication. The
report, released October 2, is based on a
detailed survey of 431 human resource officials
conducted in April and May 2006 by the
Conference Board, Corporate Voices for Working
Families, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, and the Society for
Human Resource Management....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, Oct. 2

Ensuring the net generation is net savvy (PDF file) 
Net Gen students may know the internet, but they are not necessarily
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“net savvy.” Exposed to huge quantities and multiple formats of
information online, they are constantly challenged to sort valid from
inaccurate information. Moreover, students are creating information,
not just consuming it. This Educause Learning Initiative paper by
George Lorenzo and Charles Dziuban explores the challenges students
face online in effectively finding information, using technology, and
thinking critically....
Educause, Sept.

Banned book boosters 
Reference Librarian Adam Burke finds some
shocking material to celebrate Banned Books
Week, September 23–30, at Waubonsee
Community College’s Todd Library in Sugar
Grove, Illinois. The picture was one of 28
featured on its website showing staff and
faculty in the act of reading. The library also
covered its doors in plain brown paper with a
peep hole, warning people who came in that
they might see banned books....
Waubonsee Community College

RedLightGreen gone
Andrew Pace writes: “I got an e-mail today
from the RedLightGreen team at RLG.
RedLightGreen provided inspiration and set the
bar in many respects long before anyone had uttered the words ‘next
generation catalog.’ The much-lauded interface to the research union
catalog is fading away in the wake of the OCLC/RLG merger.
Fortunately, this is not as much a deprecation as it is a passing of the
baton to WorldCat.org, which launched in beta status last month.”...
Hectic Pace, Oct. 4

Wisconsin schools losing certified media specialists
The number of Wisconsin school districts with certified librarians is
declining, endangering the future achievement of Wisconsin students.
According to a Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction survey, this
school year students have access to 70 fewer library media specialists
than last year. During the 2005–2006 school year, 199 of Wisconsin’s
426 districts (46.7%) employed only one certified library media
specialist....
Wisconsin Educational Media Association

Looking for a school library job overseas?
Have you always wanted to be a school librarian overseas but don't
know where to start? If you are interested in a job for the 2007–
2008 school year, now is the time to begin the application process.
There are several firms that match teachers and librarians looking for
jobs with schools seeking new teachers and librarians....
AASL blog, Sept. 26

Library Student Journal debuts
The University at Buffalo Department of Library
and Information Studies has released the first
(September) issue of Library Student Journal, an
open-access, peer-reviewed journal for future
information science professionals edited by
students at the university. Articles include “Internet Filtering and the
Adolescent Gay/Lesbian Patron” by David Brian Holt, and “The Role of
Skepticism in Human-Information Behavior” by Michael J. Giarlo....
Library Student Journal

http://library.waubonsee.edu/gallery2/v/goings-on/bannedbooks2006/
http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=endings_and_beginnings
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/061002/cgm010.html?.v=65
http://dpi.wi.gov/imt/lmsstudy.html
http://blogs.ala.org/aasl.php?title=looking_for_a_job_overseas&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/index.php
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/index.php
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/articles/holt_2006_9_internet.html
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/articles/holt_2006_9_internet.html
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/articles/giarlo_2006_9_role.html
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/articles/giarlo_2006_9_role.html


AL Direct, October 4, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/100406.htm[7/17/2014 1:00:42 PM]

New NBC talk show holds essay
contest for school libraries
NBC’s Megan Mullally Show is teaming up with
Nestlé Toll House in a national essay and bake sale contest to raise
money for school libraries. The contest will give schools the
opportunity to win $25,000 for their libraries. Have your students
explain why reading is important to them in 100 words or less by the
October 13 deadline....
Megan Mullally Show, Sept. 21

Animal sounds, courtesy of the
Macaulay Library
Cornell University’s Macaulay Library has the
world’s largest archive of animal sounds. It has
more than 160,000 recordings of 67% of the
world’s birds, and rapidly increasing holdings of
insects, fish, frogs, and mammals. The advanced search engine allows
audio and video searches by common or scientific name, location, or
recordist....
Macaulay Library

LC places 10,000th map online
The Geography and Map Division of the
Library of Congress has placed the 10,000th
map on its website, 10 years after the
division began digitizing maps. The map is
Samuel de Champlain’s 1607 vellum chart of
the North American coast from Nova Scotia
to Massachusetts....
LC Geography and Map Division, Sept. 27

NARA releases 2006 strategic plan
Preserving the Past to Protect the Future, the strategic plan (PDF file)
of the National Archives and Records Administration 2006–2016,
details NARA’s goals for the next 10 years, the strategies it will use to
achieve those goals, and the measures by which it will evaluate
progress....
National Archives and Records Administration

Two new JSTOR search prototypes
JSTOR subscribers can try out two new search prototypes
in the organization’s Sandbox. One is an enhanced
ARTstor search engine, and the other is a search
protocol that allows search limits on particular disciplines
or languages....
JSTOR, Sept. 29
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Results of the
September 27 poll:

Should community members serve on public library materials-selection committees to ensure that local standards are 
considered for acquisitions?

YES.............21%
NO...............79%

(178 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Map thief gets three-and-a-half years
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/smileythreeplus.htm
A federal judge in New Haven, Connecticut, sentenced convicted map thief E. Forbes Smiley III to 42 months in 
prison September 27, despite requests from victimized libraries for a much sterner punishment. Smiley, a 
Massachusetts map dealer who has admitted stealing 98 rare maps from seven repositories in the United States and 
England, must also pay $1.9 million in restitution to antiquarian booksellers and collectors he defrauded....

Orphan works bill shelved until 2007
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/orphanworks.htm
The House abandoned September 27 a bill aiming to limit liability of copyright infringement of orphan works—
copyrighted works whose owners are difficult or impossible to find. To the dismay of many supporters, in September 
the bill was folded into the more complicated Copyright Modernization Act of 2006 (H.R. 6052), which also deals with 
online music licensing. The House Judiciary Committee has withdrawn this larger bill a total of three times from 
scheduled markup....

Texas district pulls two books for profanity
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/brazos.htm
Officials of the Columbia-Brazoria (Tex.) Independent School District have removed two books from the West Brazos 
Junior High library in Brazoria following two unrelated complaints within a month’s time. Assistant Superintendent 
Martha Buckner told American Libraries that the library no longer carried Ursula LeGuin’s A Fisherman of the Inland 
Sea nor Zero to Sixty: The Motorcycle Journey of a Lifetime by Gary Paulsen....

Tennessee group vows to fight library privatization
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http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/capjackson.htm
Three weeks after the Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library board announced it would outsource its operations to 
management firm Library Systems and Services, a citizens’ group has formed to contest the plan. The group, Citizens 
Against Privatization, claims to have collected 1,000 signatures opposing any outsourcing contract....

Judge tosses lawsuit against Pueblo library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/pueblo.htm
A federal judge has dismissed a $1-million lawsuit filed against the Pueblo (Colo.) City-County Library District by its 
former human resources director. Senior U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch ruled September 25 against Helen 
Tomicich, whom the library board fired in 2003 after critics questioned the validity of her doctoral degree....

Santa Fe staffers stage mock protest over film stereotype
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/september2006a/santafe.htm
After finding out that an archivist/librarian in an upcoming miniseries filmed at their library would be portrayed by a 
small, frail-looking, gray-haired actress, the staff of the Santa Fe (N. Mex.) Public Library organized a friendly T-shirt 
protest September 27 to let the crew know that this was not the norm. In August, Lions Gate Entertainment had 
contacted SFPL to shoot a segment of The Lost Room—a series scheduled to appear on the Sci-Fi Channel in 
December—in the library’s Southwest Room....

ALA NEWS
*******************************
Harry Potter series chosen as favorite challenged books
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/bbwvote.htm
More than 5,000 readers cast their votes for their favorite challenged books as part of celebrations during the 25th 
anniversary of Banned Books Week. The Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling led all voting with 1,490 votes. Online 
voting was hosted by ALA, one of the sponsors of Banned Books Week (September 23–30)....

New member satisfaction survey
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALAmembersurvey.htm
ALA is asking members to survey its progress since the first member satisfaction survey was conducted in 2004. The 
2006 survey was sent to a representative sample of ALA members October 3, and respondents have about six weeks to 
reply. The study complements, but is separate from, the online website usability survey recently completed....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: 
Adult book
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1752103
Gopnik, Adam. Through the Children’s Gate: A Home in New York. Oct. 2006. 272p. Knopf. (1-4000-4181-3).
Gopnik’s previous book, the best-selling Paris to the Moon (2000), drew its material in large part from his “Paris 
Journal” column appearing in the New Yorker. That book shared his and his family’s experiences living in the City of 
Light for five years. In 2000 he and they moved back to New York, and in this new collection of essays, he 
demonstrates anew how, despite tackling two of the world’s greatest and oft-written-about cities, he has staked out his 
own mastery of the literature of place....

SEATTLE UPDATE
*******************************
Hotel registration open
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2007/travel.htm
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Online housing registration for Midwinter opened on October 2. ITS Group is ALA’s travel management company for 
both hotel and airline reservations. As an ALA attendee or exhibitor, you are eligible for special airline and hotel 
rates....

Seattle Public Library internet and wireless access
http://www.spl.org/default.asp?pageID=branch_central_computers&branchID=1
Free internet access is available at many Seattle Public Library branches, including the downtown Central Library. 
Along with its wired workstations, the library also offers WiFi access for your laptop....
Seattle Public Library

Seattle coffee lingo
http://wikis.ala.org/midwinter2007/index.php/Slang
Seattle is known as the home of Starbucks and the designer coffee movement. Find out the words you will need to 
know to most easily order your coffee of choice, as well as some mysterious local place names (Belltown, the Pig, 
Sea-Tac)....
ALA Midwinter wiki 

DIVISION NEWS
*******************************
SmartGirl.org offers teen reading survey
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/TRWSmartGirlorgsurvey.htm
In conjunction with Teen Read Week, YALSA is asking librarians to encourage their teenage patrons—young men and 
women ages 12 through 18—to complete an online reading survey offered by SmartGirl.org between now and October 
31....

What are the core services offered by public libraries? (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/serviceresponsethree.pdf
PLA asks for your help in defining the unique role of public libraries today and in the future. You can find a complete 
report of the discussions about each of 13 service responses (core services, defined in the 1997 Planning for Results) 
on the PLA Blog, and you can add your comments there. This online discussion will continue until October 20, and 
drafts of proposed new service responses will be available on the PLA Results website and the PLA Blog on 
December 1....

ACRL’s first international immersion program
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ACRLImmersionInstitute.htm
The ACRL Institute for Information Literacy seeks applicants for its first international Immersion Program, August 5–
10, 2007. The University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, will host the program, along with contributions and support from the 
University of Winnipeg and Brandon University. The deadline is December 1....

ACRL Fall Virtual Institute registration now open
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ACRLFallVirtualInstitute.htm
Registration is now open for the ACRL Fall Virtual Institute, “The User at the Center,” which will be held completely 
online on November 9.  The institute will focus on how libraries can use technologies and practice to put the user at the 
center of the information enterprise on campus. The advance registration deadline is October 26....

Teaching social science skills
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/TeachingLiteracySkills.htm
ACRL has published Teaching Information Literacy Skills to Social Science Students and Practitioners, its second 
discipline-based casebook. Compiled by Doug Cook and Natasha Cooper, this volume is based on the ACRL 
Information Literacy Competency Standards and presents cases on learning situations and how they can be analyzed 
and addressed....
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AASL offers pre-Midwinter institute on reading
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/AASLPreMidwinterInstitu.htm
AASL will offer a pre-Midwinter institute, “Reading and the School Library Media Specialist,” on January 19, 2007, 
during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. This all-day workshop will address critical topics in reading for P–12 
library media specialists....

YALSA selects two emerging leaders
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/YALSAEmergingLeadersInit.htm
YALSA has announced its support of two members, Jenine Lillian and Elsworth Rockefeller, for ALA’s Emerging 
Leaders 2007 initiative. YALSA will provide stipends of $500 per conference for Lillian and Rockefeller to attend the 
Emerging Leaders training program conceived by ALA President Leslie Burger....

Round Table News
*******************************
LRRT call for papers
http://www.ala.org/ala/lrrt/07lrrtcallforpapers.htm
The Library Research Round Table will sponsor two Research Forums at the 2007 ALA Annual Conference in 
Washington, D.C., June 21–27, one on general LIS research and another on a more specific topic that will emerge as 
the submissions are evaluated. LRRT welcomes papers emphasizing the problems, theories, methodologies, or 
significance of research findings for LIS. To be considered, submit a two-page proposal by December 8....

Awards
*******************************
LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LITABrettButlerAward.htm
LITA is seeking nominations for the Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award. Sponsored by Thomson Gale, this award is 
given to recognize a librarian or library that demonstrates exemplary entrepreneurship by providing an innovative 
product or service, designed to meet the needs of the library world through the skillful and practical application of 
information technology. The deadline is December 1....

Singer wins second OCLC Research Software Contest
http://www.oclc.org/research/announcements/2006-09-28.htm
Ross Singer has won the second OCLC Research Software Contest with Umlaut, an OpenURL link resolver intended 
to improve access to library collections by contextualizing citations and available holdings more accurately for a given 
user. Currently running with Georgia Tech’s catalog, Umlaut utilizes a host of web services and can take several paths 
depending on what it finds at various stages....
OCLC, Sept. 28

Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award
http://www.lis.uiuc.edu/about/awards/downs-award.html
Presented annually, the Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award acknowledges individuals or groups who have 
furthered the cause of intellectual freedom, particularly as it impacts libraries, information centers, and the 
dissemination of ideas. The deadline for nominations for 2006 is October 15....
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS

Illinois awards $3.4 million in LSTA grants
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/press/2006/september/060926d1.html
Secretary of State Jesse White has awarded FY07 Library Services and Technology Act grants totaling $3.4 million to 
nearly 500 libraries, library systems, and museums containing libraries in Illinois....
Illinois Secretary of State, Sept. 26



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/100406_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 1:00:43 PM]

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Most reliable search tool could be your librarian
http://news.com.com/Most+reliable+search+tool+could+be+your+librarian/2100-1032_3-6120778.html?tag=st.prev
Most people don’t bother to look at results past the first page or spend much time evaluating the source of the material, 
experts say. While the Web is good for offering quick results from a broad range of sources (which may or may not be 
trustworthy), librarians can help people get access to more authoritative information and go deeper with their 
research....
C|net news.com, Sept. 29

ACLU gets OK to pursue Patriot Act lawsuit
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006610040381A federal judge in Detroit rejected the government’s 
request to dismiss an ACLU lawsuit challenging the constitutionally of the controversial USA Patriot Act, an 
antiterrorism measure Congress enacted after the September 11, 2001, attacks. U.S. District Judge Denise Hood issued 
the ruling without fanfare September 29, nearly three years after promising a speedy decision in the case. Congress 
amended the act in March, well after the hearing before Hood in December 2003....
Detroit Free Press, Oct. 4

Harry Potter row heats up in Georgia
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/worldnews.html?
in_article_id=408490&in_page_id=1811&in_page_id=1811&expand=true
A woman who maintains that the Harry Potter books are an attempt to teach children witchcraft is pushing for the 
second time to have them banned from school libraries. Laura Mallory, a mother of four from the Atlanta suburb of 
Loganville, told a Georgia Board of Education officer that the books, by British author J. K. Rowling, sought to 
indoctrinate children. Referring to the recent rash of deadly assaults at schools, Mallory said books that promote evil 
help foster the kind of culture where school shootings happen....
UK Daily Mail, Oct. 4

Banned book display removed from Virginia high school
http://www.dnronline.com/news_details.php?AID=6611&CHID=2
Harrisonburg (Va.) Schools Superintendent Donald Ford ordered the removal of a Harrisonburg High School display 
of books that have either been banned or challenged. The display, which Ford ordered removed September 27, was 
part of ALA’s annual Banned Books Week. Ford said he was concerned the school division would encourage students 
to read banned books because they are on a controversial list and not because of their content....
Harrisonburg (Va.) Daily News Record, Oct. 4

Florida students take aim at reading record
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/local/states/florida/counties/miami-
dade/cities_neighborhoods/east/15644438.htm
Students across Florida cleared their throats and sat up straight as they attempted to break the Guinness World Record 
for Most People Reading Aloud Simultaneously in Multiple Locations. On September 28, 304,843 students statewide 
read an excerpt from Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson while watching a live public 
broadcast from Disney’s MGM Studios. The Florida schools will not know whether they broke the record for another 
month because of the massive paperwork involved....
Miami Herald, Oct. 1

National Book Festival draws thousands of book lovers
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/pressrelease.html
More than 100,000 people from all corners of the country gathered together September 30 on the National Mall to 
celebrate reading at the Library of Congress’s sixth annual National Book Festival. Seventy award-winning authors 
(including Khaled Hosseini, right, author of The Kite Runner), illustrators, and poets were joined by basketball stars, 
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storybook characters, reading promotion partners, and book lovers of all ages....
Library of Congress, Sept. 30

LC acquires gay-rights pioneer’s papers
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/29/AR2006092901249.html
The Library of Congress and the Franklin Kameny Papers Project are sponsoring a ceremony October 6 to mark the 
acquisition of the gay-civil-rights activist’s papers. Kameny, now 81, cofounded the Mattachine Society of 
Washington in 1961 and the Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance in 1971, led the first gay protest at the White House 
in 1965, fought employment discrimination in federal government service, and helped persuade the American 
Psychiatric Association to stop classifying homosexuality as an illness in 1973....
Washington Post, Oct. 1

How will Google stay on top?
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/specials/broadband/chi-google-flashhtml,1,705287.htmlstory?coll=chi-photo-
front
Google is the 800-pound gorilla in the business of internet search, but how will it stay there? Now it’s Google vs. 
YouTube. As Chicago Tribune chief business correspondent David Greising reports, “Video over the internet is the 
next big land rush in the internet economy.” Go inside Google’s HQ with this photo essay (3:47) by Tribune 
photographer Alex Garcia and a special report....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 21

Jack Prelutsky, America’s first children’s poet laureate
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/books/286652_moment28.html
Whether riffing on homework, dragons, pizza, or the dot-gobbling Flotz, Seattle’s Jack Prelutsky is arguably the 
nation’s most popular children’s poet. His works, which span nearly 40 years and 35 volumes, include A Pizza the 
Size of the Sun, The Frogs Wore Red Suspenders, and his latest, Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant. On September 27 in 
Chicago, Prelutsky, 66, was named the first children’s poet laureate, courtesy of the nonprofit Poetry Foundation....
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Sept. 28

Carrie Underwood helps Oklahoma literacy campaign
http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/entertainment/music/15660181.htm
American Idol winner Carrie Underwood is the latest celebrity to appear on a poster for the Oklahoma Library 
Association’s “Read Y’all” literacy campaign. Posters featuring the country singer from Checotah will be distributed 
free to every academic, public, school, and special library in the state, said Buffy Edwards, poster coordinator for the 
campaign....
Associated Press, Oct. 2

New Frost poem found at University of Virginia
http://www.dailyprogress.com/servlet/Satellite?
pagename=CDP%2FMGArticle%2FCDP_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1149190885931&path=!news
A University of Virginia graduate student, poking through a box of uncataloged material at the school’s library, has 
found an unpublished poem by Robert Frost. The poem, “War Thoughts at Home,” was handwritten by Frost in a copy 
of North of Boston, his second collection of poetry. The poem is signed by Frost and dated January 1918....
Charlottesville (Va.) Daily Progress, Sept. 29

Pioneer’s diary from 1886 given to North Dakota library
http://www.jamestownsun.com/articles/index.cfm?
id=41121&section=Community&freebie_check&CFID=707435&CFTOKEN=88175609
The diary of Dakota pioneer Levi Dalley was found in the bottom of a bucket of toys purchased at a garage sale in 
Buffalo, New York, some 20 years ago. Now, the New Jersey couple who owned it has presented it to Daphne 
Drewello, director of the Alfred Dickey Public Library in Jamestown, North Dakota....
Jamestown (N. Dak.) Sun, Oct. 2

Indian college gets grant to preserve palm-leaf manuscripts
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http://www.hindu.com/2006/09/28/stories/2006092819470500.htm
The United Theological College in Bangalore received $15,000 September 27 from U.S. Ambassador to India David C. 
Mulford for the preservation of ancient palm-leaf manuscripts and rare books. The funds will be also be used for 
creating microform copies....
The Hindu, Sept. 28

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Most young people entering the workforce lack success skills
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=250&Itemid=64
A new survey (PDF file) of leaders from a consortium of business research organizations finds the incoming 
generation sorely lacking in much needed workplace skills—both basic academic abilities and such skills as critical 
thinking, teamwork, and communication. The report, released October 2, is based on a detailed survey of 431 human 
resource officials conducted in April and May 2006 by the Conference Board, Corporate Voices for Working Families, 
the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, and the Society for Human Resource Management....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, Oct. 2

Ensuring the net generation is net savvy (PDF file)
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI3006.pdf
Net Gen students may know the internet, but they are not necessarily “net savvy.” Exposed to huge quantities and 
multiple formats of information online, they are constantly challenged to sort valid from inaccurate information. 
Moreover, students are creating information, not just consuming it. This Educause Learning Initiative paper by George 
Lorenzo and Charles Dziuban explores the challenges students face online in effectively finding information, using 
technology, and thinking critically....
Educause, Sept.

Banned book boosters
http://library.waubonsee.edu/gallery2/v/goings-on/bannedbooks2006/
Reference Librarian Adam Burke finds some shocking material to celebrate Banned Books Week, September 23–30, at 
Waubonsee Community College’s Todd Library in Sugar Grove, Illinois. The picture was one of 28 featured on its 
website showing staff and faculty in the act of reading. The library also covered its doors in plain brown paper with a 
peep hole, warning people who came in that they might see banned books....
Waubonsee Community College

RedLightGreen gone
http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=endings_and_beginnings
Andrew Pace writes: “I got an e-mail today from the RedLightGreen team at RLG. RedLightGreen provided 
inspiration and set the bar in many respects long before anyone had uttered the words ‘next generation catalog.’ The 
much-lauded interface to the research union catalog is fading away in the wake of the OCLC/RLG merger. 
Fortunately, this is not as much a deprecation as it is a passing of the baton to WorldCat.org, which launched in beta 
status last month.”...
Hectic Pace, Oct. 4

Wisconsin schools losing certified media specialists
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/061002/cgm010.html?.v=65
The number of Wisconsin school districts with certified librarians is declining, endangering the future achievement of 
Wisconsin students. According to a Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction survey, this school year students have 
access to 70 fewer library media specialists than last year. During the 2005–2006 school year, 199 of Wisconsin’s 426 
districts (46.7%) employed only one certified library media specialist....
Wisconsin Educational Media Association

Looking for a school library job overseas?
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http://blogs.ala.org/aasl.php?title=looking_for_a_job_overseas&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1
Have you always wanted to be a school librarian overseas but don't know where to start? If you are interested in a job 
for the 2007–2008 school year, now is the time to begin the application process. There are several firms that match 
teachers and librarians looking for jobs with schools seeking new teachers and librarians....
AASL blog, Sept. 26

Library Student Journal debuts
http://informatics.buffalo.edu/org/lsj/index.php
The University at Buffalo Department of Library and Information Studies has released the first (September) issue of 
Library Student Journal, an open-access, peer-reviewed journal for future information science professionals edited by 
students at the university. Articles include “Internet Filtering and the Adolescent Gay/Lesbian Patron” by David Brian 
Holt, and “The Role of Skepticism in Human-Information Behavior” by Michael J. Giarlo....
Library Student Journal

New NBC talk show holds essay contest for school libraries
http://www.meganshow.tv/interact_bakesale.php
NBC’s Megan Mullally Show is teaming up with Nestlé Toll House in a national essay and bake sale contest to raise 
money for school libraries. The contest will give schools the opportunity to win $25,000 for their libraries. Have your 
students explain why reading is important to them in 100 words or less by the October 13 deadline....
Megan Mullally Show, Sept. 21

Animal sounds, courtesy of the Macaulay Library
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/MacaulayLibrary/About/index.html
Cornell University’s Macaulay Library has the world’s largest archive of animal sounds. It has more than 160,000 
recordings of 67% of the world’s birds, and rapidly increasing holdings of insects, fish, frogs, and mammals. The 
advanced search engine allows audio and video searches by common or scientific name, location, or recordist....
Macaulay Library

LC places 10,000th map online
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2006/06-183.html
The Geography and Map Division of the Library of Congress has placed the 10,000th map on its website, 10 years 
after the division began digitizing maps. The map is Samuel de Champlain’s 1607 vellum chart of the North American 
coast from Nova Scotia to Massachusetts....
LC Geography and Map Division, Sept. 27

NARA releases 2006 strategic plan
http://www.archives.gov/about/plans-reports/strategic-plan/
Preserving the Past to Protect the Future, the strategic plan (PDF file) of the National Archives and Records 
Administration 2006–2016, details NARA’s goals for the next 10 years, the strategies it will use to achieve those goals, 
and the measures by which it will evaluate progress....
National Archives and Records Administration

Two new JSTOR search prototypes
http://sandbox.jstor.org/
JSTOR subscribers can try out two new search prototypes in the organization’s Sandbox. One is an enhanced ARTstor 
search engine, and the other is a search protocol that allows search limits on particular disciplines or languages....
JSTOR, Sept. 29
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Patriot Act challenge allowed to proceed
Almost three years after initial arguments were presented, a federal
judge in Detroit has refused the government’s request to dismiss a
lawsuit by the American Civil Liberties Union challenging the
constitutionality of the USA Patriot Act. The lawsuit, filed July 30,
2003, was the first legal challenge to the controversial antiterrorism
act passed by Congress after the September 11 attacks....

Harry Potter challenger appeals to Georgia state
board
The parent who unsuccessfully sought the removal of the Harry Potter
series from the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Schools’ libraries
appealed to the state Board of Education October 3. Laura Mallory
told a hearing officer for the state board that the books promote
witchcraft, citing studies showing that some children who have read
them have attempted to cast spells or have become interested in
Wicca....

Graphic novels draw challenge in
Missouri
A crowd of concerned citizens filled to overflowing the
Marshall (Mo.) City Council chamber to discuss local
resident Louise Mills’s challenge of two graphic-novel
titles in the Marshall Public Library collection: Fun
Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel and
Blankets by Craig Thompson. Mills told the library
board, which called the October 4 meeting, of her
concern over sexually explicit drawings in the two coming-of-age
books....

Design contractor settles with Indianapolis library
The architectural firm responsible for the design of the Indianapolis–
Marion County Public Library’s expansion project agreed October 4 to
pay trustees $580,000 and testify against other contractors the library
has sued over construction delays and cost overruns. The settlement
by Woollen Molzan and Partners marks the library’s first successful
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legal action in the ongoing litigation....

Worcester homeless advocates persist in library
lawsuit
Despite Worcester (Mass.) Public Library’s decision to alter its
circulation policy to accommodate residents living in homeless
shelters, an advocacy group that filed a lawsuit against the library in
July says further changes are needed. Jonathan Mannina, executive
director of the Legal Assistance Corporation of Central Massachusetts,
said the new policy was a “positive development” but not yet
perfect....

A naked display of emotion
over library closings
The Friends of the Kingsteignton
Library in Devon, England, are taking
the threatened closure of one of 12
underused libraries by the county
council seriously enough to engage in
a nude protest. Local library lovers—
among them several councilors at the
district and parish levels—have been demonstrating against the
closing of the library, rain or shine, since February. But last summer,
chanting “Don’t strip us of our library,” the group staged a nude
indoor protest behind a shelf of large-print books....

Membership looks a bit younger (PDF file) 
A recent analysis of ALA member demographic responses indicates a
slight shift in respondents to members under 35 years of age (slightly
above 30%). Census estimates for the library profession in 2000
indicated workers were clustering in the mid-to-upper age ranges, but
ALA members responding to the demographic survey as of September
2006 are clustering in the lower age ranges....
ALA Office of Research and Statistics

ALA promotes online voter
registration
In a joint effort to make registering to vote easier
and more convenient for eligible Americans, ALA is
participating in GoVote, a project of Working
Assets and Mobile Voter. Throughout the 2006
national election season, ALA will host on its
website a link to the GoVote.org initiative, where individuals can click
to register to vote or update their voter registration information....

Calloway goes the extra mile for
Spectrum Scholarship
After taking a year off due to injuries, ALA Associate
Executive Director of Finance Gregory Calloway will be
running in the Chicago Marathon for the fourth time—
and once again will raise funds for the ALA Spectrum
Scholarship Program. The Spectrum Scholarship
Program’s focus on the under-representation of
critically needed ethnic and racial minority library and
information science professionals is something that hits close to
home, he says....
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Featured review: Books for youth 
Jenkins, Emily. Toys Go Out: Being the
Adventures of a Knowledgeable StingRay, a
Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called
Plastic. Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky. Oct.
2006. 128p. Random/Schwartz & Wade,
hardcover. Grades 1–3. (0-375-83604-7).
For beginning chapter-book readers, this
secret-lives-of-toys story will entertain,
inspire, and comfort as it relates the
experiences of three engaging toy best friends: Lumphy the
buffalo, plush StingRay, and Plastic. In six interconnected
chapters, the distinctly drawn characters face concerns and
situations kids will respond to: shy Lumphy’s fear of the washing
machine and having a bath; gentle Plastic’s identity crisis; and
know-it-all StingRay’s embarrassing bathtub comeuppance, which
ends happily with reassurances of her friends’ love....

Sucking up to librarians
Keir Graff writes: “I finished reading Ian
Sansom’s The Case of the Missing Books
yesterday. It’s (ahem) bloody hilarious. And—
sorry, Nancy Pearl—librarians have a new
superhero. Well, not exactly a superhero. But a
hero. After a fashion. Not so much a hero as a
figurehead. But not that he’s representative of
librarians. More of a mascot, really. But not a
mascot that would look good on a gym wall or a
uniform.”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 6

For your reading pleasure 
Located in the heart of the historic Pioneer
Square District, Seattle’s original business
neighborhood, the Elliott Bay Book Company
is home to over 150,000 new, used, and rare
titles, set on cedar shelves in a series of
inviting, exposed-brick walled rooms. An
independent, family-owned bookstore, Elliott
Bay was founded in 1973 by Walter Carr in the space which currently
houses the children’s section. They offer a 20% librarians’ discount on
books, so take your conference badge or business card....
Elliott Bay Book Company

program targets
parents and caregivers
of children ages 0–5.

LIBRARY
DIRECTOR, 

Cook Memorial Public
Library District,

Libertyville, Illinois. 
The district seeks an
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through innovation and
a strategic revenue
development plan,
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future....
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Non-English access report available for comment
ALCTS has published a report (PDF file) on access to non-English
materials in libraries, with recommendations for specific actions
libraries can take on technical specifications, cataloging guidelines,
continuing education, communication, and staffing. If you are
interested in commenting on the findings in the report, a form is
available on the website....

Teen Read Week approaches
YALSA’s Teen Read Week (October 15–21) is a great time to let the
young adults in your community know that the library can be a fun
place and, better yet, that reading can be fun. It is also a time for
the young adult services to step to the forefront of your library and
show the rest of the community what you do....
Alternative Teen Services, Oct. 3

ACRL opens registration for 13th
National Conference in Baltimore
ACRL has opened registration for its 13th National
Conference, “Sailing into the Future: Charting Our
Destiny,” to be held in Baltimore, Maryland, March
29–April 1, 2007. Registration and hotel reservations
are available now online. Keynote speakers include
Michael Eric Dyson, John Waters (right), and Nina
Totenberg....

2005 Academic Library Trends and
Statistics
ACRL has published the 2005 Academic Library
Trends and Statistics series, available both online
and in print. This survey includes comprehensive
data from 1,100 academic libraries in all Carnegie
classifications. It covers collections, expenditures,
electronic expenditures, personnel, and public
services (including Ph.D.s granted, number of
faculty, undergraduate, and graduate
enrollment)....

Training student employees on
intellectual freedom (PDF file) 
Kate Laughlin and Mary Ross of the Seattle
Public Library explain how they train all their
employees—from pages to delivery drivers to
librarians to maintenance workers—on the
core value of intellectual freedom and each
person’s accountability for applying the library’s IF policies. Find out
how they use ALA Read posters and pipe cleaners to create a positive
learning environment....
CLENE Exchange 23, no. 1 (Sept.)

Society of
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end of the meeting,
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Nominees sought for Improving Library Workers’
Salaries and Status award
ALA-APA is seeking nominees of both individuals and organizations
that have made a positive change in the salaries or status of
librarians and/or support staff. The SirsiDynix Corporation sponsors
this $5,000 award....

LITA/Library Hi Tech award 
Nominations are invited for the 2007 LITA/Library Hi Tech Award
given each year to an individual or institution for outstanding
achievement in communication for continuing education in library and
information technology. The award includes a citation of merit and a
$1,000 stipend provided by Emerald Press, publishers of Library Hi
Tech....

Suspicious fire guts Indiana public library
Library Director Chris Brown said he was “devastated” by an arson
fire that destroyed the 4-year-old Williamsport–Washington Township
(Ind.) Public Library October 8. The fire broke out about 9:20 p.m.
and destroyed the library in about 80 minutes. The damage was
estimated at between $2 million and $3 million....
Lafayette (Ind.) Journal and Courier, Oct. 10

Schwarzenegger terminates RFID bill
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed
Senate Bill 768, which would have put restrictions on
RFID systems used by government agencies in the
state, including library cards. In his comments to the
state senate, Schwarzenegger cited some of the
same concerns the RFID industry raised about the
bill. Key provisions of the bill included citizen
notification when cards or documents contained RFID
tags, notification of where RFID readers were located and when they
were in use, opt-out provisions, and privacy security....
RFID Update, Oct. 5

Book sales up, thanks to Google and Amazon
snippets
Publishers are starting to report an uptick in sales from Google’s
online program that lets readers peek inside books, two years after
the launch of its plan to digitally scan everything in print. “Google
Book Search has helped us turn searchers into consumers,” said
Colleen Scollans, the director of online sales for Oxford University
Press. Penguin reports that Amazon.com’s search tool has resulted in
a 7% increase in sales of its titles....
Reuters, Oct. 6

Tennessee library proceeds with privatization
Members of the Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library Board say
they are relieved and pleased they can move forward with a contract
with private company Library Systems and Services LLC to manage
library operations. Chancery Court Judge James Butler decided
October 6 that the board will not be blocked from making any
contract negotiations while waiting for a Tennessee Court of Appeals
decision....

Stories inside include:

The Race for
Readers: Enticing

College Students to
Read Books

Up On the Roof—
with Poets

The Promise of 
Web 2.0

What percentage
of collection loss

is standard in U.S.
libraries?

The reasoning and
extent in reporting
library theft varies,
and so a national

figure might not be
reliable. Such

statistics are only
collected locally and
not on a national
basis, so we must
rely on general

articles to describe
the extent of the

problem. For some
specific references,

see the ALA
website.

http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALAAPAawardnomineessoug.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALAAPAawardnomineessoug.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LITALibraryHiTechaward.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LITALibraryHiTechaward.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LITALibraryHiTechaward.htm
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061010/NEWS03/610100323/1152/NEWS
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/tngallery?Site=BY&Date=20061009&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=610090801&Ref=PH&Profile=1152&SectionCat=NEWS
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/tngallery?Site=BY&Date=20061009&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=610090801&Ref=PH&Profile=1152&SectionCat=NEWS
http://www.rfidupdate.com/articles/index.php?id=1218
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/tech/20061006-0535-media-google-books.html
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/tech/20061006-0535-media-google-books.html
http://www.jacksonsun.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061007/NEWS01/610070309&SearchID=73259438230748
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2006contents/oct2006.htm
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=alafaq&template=/cfapps/faq/faq.cfm#7
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=alafaq&template=/cfapps/faq/faq.cfm#7


AL Direct, October 11, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/101106.htm[7/17/2014 1:00:48 PM]

Jackson (Tenn.) Sun, Oct. 7

Florida library volunteers say no to drug testing
Levy County’s public libraries are struggling to get books checked out
or reshelved because retirees who usually handle many of those
chores have balked at a requirement that they “pee in a cup” as part
of a mandatory drug test for all county volunteers. The pool of 55 has
dwindled to two and the number of hours worked by volunteers in the
county’s five libraries plunged from 330 to 11 over the past year....
Gainesville (Fla.) Sun, Oct. 7

St. Paul libraries beef up security 
Officials say that libraries are safe destinations, but that “quality-of-
life” incidents have called greater attention to patron safety. When a
man tried to enter a locked back door at the Rondo Community
Outreach branch of the St. Paul (Minn.) Public Library recently, a
camera mounted on the building alerted a guard. By the time a guard
arrived at the building’s rear, the man was gone, but the $75,000
security system had performed its duty....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Oct. 8

McGovern library dedicated in
South Dakota 
Senator George McGovern may have lost
the 1972 presidential election, but he
inspired many others to work for justice,
decency, and a better life for poor people
around the world, former President Bill Clinton said October 7 at a
ceremony to dedicate a library in Mitchell, South Dakota, in
McGovern’s honor. Clinton was the keynote speaker at the official
dedication of the George and Eleanor McGovern Library and Center
for Leadership and Public Service....
Associated Press, Oct. 7

Gulf Coast libraries to get Gates help
The director of the Harrison County (Miss.) Library System has been
asked to participate in efforts by the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation to help hurricane-battered libraries on the Gulf Coast
recover and rebuild. Robert Lipscomb has been meeting with Gates
Foundation officials to lay out recovery needs of the Harrison County
system, post-Hurricane Katrina....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Oct. 11

King papers to go on display in Atlanta
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 78th birthday in January will feature
a gift to the city: the first public viewing of more than 10,000 of his
documents, notes, and other personal items. Pieces of the King
Collection—from a term paper he wrote as a student at Atlanta’s
Morehouse College to a draft of his “I Have A Dream” speech—will be
on display at the Atlanta History Center....
Associated Press, Oct. 9

Timbuktu’s buried treasure
Anyone who cares about rare books would have been horrified by the
damage. Page after page of the 16th- to 18th-century Malian
manuscripts that Abdel Kader Haidara brought to the Library of
Congress this past April was shot through with watermarks and insect
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holes. One sheet of a scientific manuscript titled Knowledge of the
Movement of the Stars and What it Portends in Every Year was
almost entirely washed out—only a few words remained legible....
Washington Post, Oct. 8

Technically Speaking: The library
business
Andrew Pace writes: “A few months ago, I finally
started a blog. Hectic Pace is a (usually) weekly blog
about ‘the library business in the business of libraries’
and an online companion to this column. While this
might smack of self-promotion, I wanted to devote a
little regular ink to what motivated me to finally take
on another deadline.”...
American Libraries 37, no. 9 (Oct.): 48–49

Internet Librarian: Voices and ears
Joseph Janes writes: “People ask where I get column
ideas. I’ve previously acknowledged the contributions of
game shows, sports, everybody I ever knew in my
entire life, wandering around aimlessly at ALA
conferences, and so on. I’m modestly chagrined to
realize many of the columns have been inspired by
reading the New York Times, but inspiration strikes
where it will—and here we go again.”...
American Libraries 37, no. 9 (Oct.): 46

ALA TechSource blog is one year old
Michelle Boule writes: “A little over a year ago, ALA TechSource Blog
sashayed out onto the dance floor. I remember thinking how it was
wonderful that ALA was finally getting into blogs. In the spirit of
lifelong learning, I leave you with 10 Things I Learned from the ALA
TechSource Blog in the Last Year.”...
ALA TechSource blog, Oct. 4

Google and YouTube: Unanswered
questions
After Google’s announcement October 9 that it
had acquired video-sharing website YouTube for
$1.65 billion, Steve Bryant at Google Watch began wondering: “When
you justify your company’s largest purchase ever with 1) ‘It was a
good cultural fit,’ and 2) We have ‘20–30 ideas,’ and then don’t
reveal how you came to a $1.65-billion valuation, it leaves some
questions unanswered.” Perhaps one of the biggest is “Who will sue
Google first?”...
Google Watch, Oct. 10

Where everybody knows your (screen) name
Constance Steinkuehler and Dmitri Williams examine the form and
function of Massively Multiplayer Online Games in terms of social
engagement. Combining findings from media-effects research,
communication-effects literature, ethnographic research, and a
sociocultural perspective on cognition and learning, they present a
shared theoretical framework for understanding the extent to which
such virtual worlds are structurally similar to “third places” for
informal sociability....
Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 11, no. 4 (2006)
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Toward a 21st-century library catalog (PDF file) 
Library catalogs have represented stagnant technology for close to 20
years. Moving toward a next-generation catalog, North Carolina State
University Libraries purchased Endeca’s Information Access Platform to
give its users relevance-ranked keyword search results and to
leverage the rich metadata trapped in the MARC record to enhance
collection browsing. Kristin Antelman, Emily Lynema, and Andrew
Pace discuss the new functionality that has been enabled, the
implementation process and system architecture, assessment of the
new catalog’s performance, and future directions....
Information Technology and Libraries 25, no. 3 (Sept.): 128–139

Show your academic librarian some love
Many academic librarians feel unloved and underappreciated on their
campuses, and the main reason is that they sense they are viewed as
second-class citizens by members of the teaching faculty. Some
professors summarily dismiss librarians’ earnest and repeated offers
of research instruction or, at the very least, don’t take full advantage
of those offers. So if you are a teaching faculty member, why not
respond to that librarian who e-mails you every fall with an offer to
meet you and your students for research-education (or “information
literacy”) sessions at the library and take him or her up on it?...
Todd Gilman, Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 3

The Librarian
“Do you like people? And do people like you?” If
so, according to this 1947 vocational guidance
film (10:08) by Holmes (Burton) Films, Inc.,
then you might consider becoming a librarian.
Featuring a nearly all-female cast—except the
male library administrator, of course—this amusing educational film
explains the different types of libraries, librarians, and materials....
Internet Archive

Hey, kids! Be a librarian for Halloween!
Target sells these incredibly accurate Librarian Halloween
costumes in its online store. The description notes:
“Includes a navy blue dress with screen-printed skirt,
attached tulle petticoat, shawl, rhinestone glasses, and
removable ‘Naughty Librarian’ badge.” Still, why spend
$59.99 on a costume when we librarians can just open
our closets and wear one of our many ALA-mandated
cape/miniskirt combos?...
Erica Olsen, Librarian Avengers blog, Oct. 4

Pittsburgh historical website launched
The University Library System of the University of Pittsburgh has
launched Documenting Pitt: Historical Publications and Images of the
University of Pittsburgh. Through the financial support of the Office of
Provost, the ULS Digital Research Library digitized more than 70,000
pages of textual materials from the University Archives that provide a
wealth of information about the history of the University.... 
University of Pittsburgh
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presents historic images and facts from its
American Memory collections. For example, on
October 11, 1965, photographer Dorothea
Lange, best known for her photographs that
humanized the tragic consequences of the Great Depression (above),
died in San Francisco at the age of 70. The National Archives and
Records Administration also offers a Document of the Day....
Library of Congress

Huntington Library receives an electrifying donation
(PDF file)
In a move certain to delight California history buffs and serious
scholars alike, power company Edison International has transferred its
extensive photographic archive of the development of the region to
the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens in San
Marino, California. The Edison archive includes approximately 40,000
photographic prints, 35,000 negatives, 120 photo albums, and 450
reels of motion picture film that chronicle the development of
Southern California’s infrastructure....
Huntington Library, Oct. 5

Books in the buff
The Texas Library Association is preparing to ship the
2007–2008 Men of TLA calendar, “a celebration of the
humor and complexity of that precious natural
resource—men in libraryland!” No, the Texas libraries’
air-conditioning isn’t on the blink—this is a fundraising
activity for the TLA Disaster Relief Fund, featuring 18
months of glossy, full-color biblio-beefcake....
Texas Library Association

800-545-2433, 
ext. 4216
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
If you were to decide to look for a new library-related job today, which method of finding one would you choose first?

Click here
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225RAMLK5ZF

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

For cumulated results and selected responses to AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Patriot Act challenge allowed to proceed
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/patriotact.htm
Almost three years after initial arguments were presented, a federal judge in Detroit has refused the government’s 
request to dismiss a lawsuit by the American Civil Liberties Union challenging the constitutionality of the USA Patriot 
Act. The lawsuit, filed July 30, 2003, was the first legal challenge to the controversial antiterrorism act passed by 
Congress after the September 11 attacks....

Harry Potter challenger appeals to Georgia state board
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/potterga.htm
The parent who unsuccessfully sought the removal of the Harry Potter series from the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public 
Schools’ libraries appealed to the state Board of Education October 3. Laura Mallory told a hearing officer for the state 
board that the books promote witchcraft, citing studies showing that some children who have read them have attempted 
to cast spells or have become interested in Wicca....

Graphic novels draw challenge in Missouri
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/graphicnovels.htm
A crowd of concerned citizens filled to overflowing the Marshall (Mo.) City Council chamber to discuss local resident 
Louise Mills’s challenge of two graphic-novel titles in the Marshall Public Library collection: Fun Home: A Family 
Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel and Blankets by Craig Thompson. Mills told the library board, which called the October 
4 meeting, of her concern over sexually explicit drawings in the two coming-of-age books....

Design contractor settles with Indianapolis library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/indplssettle.htm
The architectural firm responsible for the design of the Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library’s expansion project 
agreed October 4 to pay trustees $580,000 and testify against other contractors the library has sued over construction 
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delays and cost overruns. The settlement by Woollen Molzan and Partners marks the library’s first successful legal 
action in the ongoing litigation....

Worcester homeless advocates persist in library lawsuit
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/worcpersist.htm
Despite Worcester (Mass.) Public Library’s decision to alter its circulation policy to accommodate residents living in 
homeless shelters, an advocacy group that filed a lawsuit against the library in July says further changes are needed. 
Jonathan Mannina, executive director of the Legal Assistance Corporation of Central Massachusetts, said the new 
policy was a “positive development” but not yet perfect....

A naked display of emotion over library closings
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/kingsteignton.htm
The Friends of the Kingsteignton Library in Devon, England, are taking the threatened closure of one of 12 underused 
libraries by the county council seriously enough to engage in a nude protest. Local library lovers—among them several 
councilors at the district and parish levels—have been demonstrating against the closing of the library, rain or shine, 
since February. But last summer, chanting “Don’t strip us of our library,” the group staged a nude indoor protest 
behind a shelf of large-print books.... 

ALA NEWS
*******************************
Membership looks a bit younger (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/reports/Membership_looking_a_little_younger.pdf
A recent analysis of ALA member demographic responses indicates a slight shift in respondents to members under 35 
years of age (slightly above 30%). Census estimates for the library profession in 2000 indicated workers were 
clustering in the mid-to-upper age ranges, but ALA members responding to the demographic survey as of September 
2006 are clustering in the lower age ranges....
ALA Office of Research and Statistics

ALA promotes online voter registration
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALaonlinevoterregistrati.htm
In a joint effort to make registering to vote easier and more convenient for eligible Americans, ALA is participating in 
GoVote, a project of Working Assets and Mobile Voter. Throughout the 2006 national election season, ALA will host 
on its website a link to the GoVote.org initiative, where individuals can click to register to vote or update their voter 
registration information....

Calloway goes the extra mile for Spectrum Scholarship
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/CallowaySpectrumScholars.htm
After taking a year off due to injuries, ALA Associate Executive Director of Finance Gregory Calloway will be 
running in the Chicago Marathon for the fourth time—and once again will raise funds for the ALA Spectrum 
Scholarship Program. The Spectrum Scholarship Program’s focus on the under-representation of critically needed 
ethnic and racial minority library and information science professionals is something that hits close to home, he says....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Books for youth
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1758458
Jenkins, Emily. Toys Go Out: Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable StingRay, a Toughy Little Buffalo, and 
Someone Called Plastic. Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky. Oct. 2006. 128p. Random/Schwartz & Wade, hardcover. 
Grades 1–3. (0-375-83604-7).
For beginning chapter-book readers, this secret-lives-of-toys story will entertain, inspire, and comfort as it relates the 
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experiences of three engaging toy best friends: Lumphy the buffalo, plush StingRay, and Plastic. In six interconnected 
chapters, the distinctly drawn characters face concerns and situations kids will respond to: shy Lumphy’s fear of the 
washing machine and having a bath; gentle Plastic’s identity crisis; and know-it-all StingRay’s embarrassing bathtub 
comeuppance, which ends happily with reassurances of her friends’ love....

Sucking up to librarians
http://blog.booklistonline.com/2006/10/06/sucking-up-to-librarians/
Keir Graff writes: “I finished reading Ian Sansom’s The Case of the Missing Books yesterday. It’s (ahem) bloody 
hilarious. And—sorry, Nancy Pearl—librarians have a new superhero. Well, not exactly a superhero. But a hero. After 
a fashion. Not so much a hero as a figurehead. But not that he’s representative of librarians. More of a mascot, really. 
But not a mascot that would look good on a gym wall or a uniform.”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 6

SEATTLE UPDATE
*******************************
For your reading pleasure
http://www.elliottbaybook.com/
Located in the heart of the historic Pioneer Square District, Seattle’s original business neighborhood, the Elliott Bay 
Book Company is home to over 150,000 new, used, and rare titles, set on cedar shelves in a series of inviting, 
exposed-brick walled rooms. An independent, family-owned bookstore, Elliott Bay was founded in 1973 by Walter 
Carr in the space which currently houses the children’s section. They offer a 20% librarians’ discount on books, so 
take your conference badge or business card....
Elliott Bay Book Company

DIVISION NEWS
*******************************
Non-English access report available for comment
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALCTSnonEnglishreport.htm
ALCTS has published a report (PDF file) on access to non-English materials in libraries, with recommendations for 
specific actions libraries can take on technical specifications, cataloging guidelines, continuing education, 
communication, and staffing. If you are interested in commenting on the findings in the report, a form is available on 
the website....

Teen Read Week approaches
http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2006/10/teen-read-week/
YALSA’s Teen Read Week (October 15–21) is a great time to let the young adults in your community know that the 
library can be a fun place and, better yet, that reading can be fun. It is also a time for the young adult services to step 
to the forefront of your library and show the rest of the community what you do....
Alternative Teen Services, Oct. 3

ACRL opens registration for 13th National Conference in Baltimore
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ACRLregistration13thConf.htm
ACRL has opened registration for its 13th National Conference, “Sailing into the Future: Charting Our Destiny,” to be 
held in Baltimore, Maryland, March 29–April 1, 2007. Registration and hotel reservations are available now online. 
Keynote speakers include Michael Eric Dyson, John Waters (right), and Nina Totenberg....

2005 Academic Statistics cover2005 Academic Library Trends and Statistics
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ACRLAcademicLibraryTrend.htm
ACRL has published the 2005 Academic Library Trends and Statistics series, available both online and in print. This 
survey includes comprehensive data from 1,100 academic libraries in all Carnegie classifications. It covers collections, 
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expenditures, electronic expenditures, personnel, and public services (including Ph.D.s granted, number of faculty, 
undergraduate, and graduate enrollment)....

Round Table News
*******************************
Training student employees on intellectual freedom (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/clenert/newsletter/sep2006clenex.pdf
Kate Laughlin and Mary Ross of the Seattle Public Library explain how they train all their employees—from pages to 
delivery drivers to librarians to maintenance workers—on the core value of intellectual freedom and each person’s 
accountability for applying the library’s IF policies. Find out how they use ALA Read posters and pipe cleaners to 
create a positive learning environment....
CLENE Exchange 23, no. 1 (Sept.)

Awards
*******************************
Nominees sought for Improving Library Workers’ Salaries and Status award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALAAPAawardnomineessoug.htm
ALA-APA is seeking nominees of both individuals and organizations that have made a positive change in the salaries 
or status of librarians and/or support staff. The SirsiDynix Corporation sponsors this $5,000 award....

LITA/Library Hi Tech award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LITALibraryHiTechaward.htm
Nominations are invited for the 2007 LITA/Library Hi Tech Award given each year to an individual or institution for 
outstanding achievement in communication for continuing education in library and information technology. The award 
includes a citation of merit and a $1,000 stipend provided by Emerald Press, publishers of Library Hi Tech....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Suspicious fire guts Indiana public library
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061010/NEWS03/610100323/1152/NEWS
Library Director Chris Brown said he was “devastated” by an arson fire that destroyed the 4-year-old Williamsport–
Washington Township (Ind.) Public Library October 8. The fire broke out about 9:20 p.m. and destroyed the library in 
about 80 minutes. The damage was estimated at between $2 million and $3 million....
Lafayette (Ind.) Journal and Courier, Oct. 10

Schwarzenegger terminates RFID bill
http://www.rfidupdate.com/articles/index.php?id=1218
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed Senate Bill 768, which would have put restrictions on RFID systems 
used by government agencies in the state, including library cards. In his comments to the state senate, Schwarzenegger 
cited some of the same concerns the RFID industry raised about the bill. Key provisions of the bill included citizen 
notification when cards or documents contained RFID tags, notification of where RFID readers were located and when 
they were in use, opt-out provisions, and privacy security....
RFID Update, Oct. 5

Book sales up, thanks to Google and Amazon snippets
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/tech/20061006-0535-media-google-books.html
Publishers are starting to report an uptick in sales from Google’s online program that lets readers peek inside books, 
two years after the launch of its plan to digitally scan everything in print. “Google Book Search has helped us turn 



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/101106_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 1:00:49 PM]

searchers into consumers,” said Colleen Scollans, the director of online sales for Oxford University Press. Penguin 
reports that Amazon.com’s search tool has resulted in a 7% increase in sales of its titles....
Reuters, Oct. 6

Tennessee library proceeds with privatization
http://www.jacksonsun.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061007/NEWS01/610070309&SearchID=73259438230748
Members of the Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library Board say they are relieved and pleased they can move 
forward with a contract with private company Library Systems and Services LLC to manage library operations. 
Chancery Court Judge James Butler decided October 6 that the board will not be blocked from making any contract 
negotiations while waiting for a Tennessee Court of Appeals decision....
Jackson (Tenn.) Sun, Oct. 7

Florida library volunteers say no to drug testing
http://www.gainesville.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061007/LOCAL/210070330&SearchID=73259445399413
Levy County’s public libraries are struggling to get books checked out or reshelved because retirees who usually 
handle many of those chores have balked at a requirement that they “pee in a cup” as part of a mandatory drug test for 
all county volunteers. The pool of 55 has dwindled to two and the number of hours worked by volunteers in the 
county’s five libraries plunged from 330 to 11 over the past year....
Gainesville (Fla.) Sun, Oct. 7

St. Paul libraries beef up security
http://www.startribune.com/462/story/729486.html
Officials say that libraries are safe destinations, but that “quality-of-life” incidents have called greater attention to 
patron safety. When a man tried to enter a locked back door at the Rondo Community Outreach branch of the St. Paul 
(Minn.) Public Library recently, a camera mounted on the building alerted a guard. By the time a guard arrived at the 
building’s rear, the man was gone, but the $75,000 security system had performed its duty....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Oct. 8

McGovern library dedicated in South Dakota
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/n/a/2006/10/07/national/a141221D60.DTL&hw=mcgovern+library&sn=001&sc=1000
Senator George McGovern may have lost the 1972 presidential election, but he inspired many others to work for 
justice, decency, and a better life for poor people around the world, former President Bill Clinton said October 7 at a 
ceremony to dedicate a library in Mitchell, South Dakota, in McGovern’s honor. Clinton was the keynote speaker at 
the official dedication of the George and Eleanor McGovern Library and Center for Leadership and Public Service....
Associated Press, Oct. 7

Gulf Coast libraries to get Gates help
http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/local/15728704.htm
The director of the Harrison County (Miss.) Library System has been asked to participate in efforts by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation to help hurricane-battered libraries on the Gulf Coast recover and rebuild. Robert Lipscomb 
has been meeting with Gates Foundation officials to lay out recovery needs of the Harrison County system, post-
Hurricane Katrina....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Oct. 11

King papers to go on display in Atlanta
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=2547442
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 78th birthday in January will feature a gift to the city: the first public viewing of 
more than 10,000 of his documents, notes, and other personal items. Pieces of the King Collection—from a term paper 
he wrote as a student at Atlanta’s Morehouse College to a draft of his “I Have A Dream” speech—will be on display 
at the Atlanta History Center....
Associated Press, Oct. 9

Timbuktu’s buried treasure
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/05/AR2006100501302.html
Anyone who cares about rare books would have been horrified by the damage. Page after page of the 16th- to 18th-
century Malian manuscripts that Abdel Kader Haidara brought to the Library of Congress this past April was shot 
through with watermarks and insect holes. One sheet of a scientific manuscript titled Knowledge of the Movement of 
the Stars and What it Portends in Every Year was almost entirely washed out—only a few words remained legible....
Washington Post, Oct. 8

TECH TALK
*******************************
Technically Speaking: The library business
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/techspeaking/2006columnsa/techoct2006.htm
Andrew Pace writes: “A few months ago, I finally started a blog. Hectic Pace is a (usually) weekly blog about ‘the 
library business in the business of libraries’ and an online companion to this column. While this might smack of self-
promotion, I wanted to devote a little regular ink to what motivated me to finally take on another deadline.”...
American Libraries 37, no. 9 (Oct.): 48–49

Internet Librarian: Voices and ears
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/inetlibrarian/2006columns/internetoct06.htm
Joseph Janes writes: “People ask where I get column ideas. I’ve previously acknowledged the contributions of game 
shows, sports, everybody I ever knew in my entire life, wandering around aimlessly at ALA conferences, and so on. 
I’m modestly chagrined to realize many of the columns have been inspired by reading the New York Times, but 
inspiration strikes where it will—and here we go again.”...
American Libraries 37, no. 9 (Oct.): 46

ALA TechSource blog is one year old
http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2006/10/what-a-long-strange-trip.html
Michelle Boule writes: “A little over a year ago, ALA TechSource Blog sashayed out onto the dance floor. I remember 
thinking how it was wonderful that ALA was finally getting into blogs. In the spirit of lifelong learning, I leave you 
with 10 Things I Learned from the ALA TechSource Blog in the Last Year.”...
ALA TechSource blog, Oct. 4

Google and YouTube: Unanswered questions
http://googlewatch.eweek.com/blogs/google_watch/archive/2006/10/10/13799.aspx
After Google’s announcement October 9 that it had acquired video-sharing website YouTube for $1.65 billion, Steve 
Bryant at Google Watch began wondering: “When you justify your company’s largest purchase ever with 1) ‘It was a 
good cultural fit,’ and 2) We have ‘20–30 ideas,’ and then don’t reveal how you came to a $1.65-billion valuation, it 
leaves some questions unanswered.” Perhaps one of the biggest is “Who will sue Google first?”...
Google Watch, Oct. 10

Where everybody knows your (screen) name
http://jcmc.indiana.edu/vol11/issue4/steinkuehler.html
Constance Steinkuehler and Dmitri Williams examine the form and function of Massively Multiplayer Online Games 
in terms of social engagement. Combining findings from media-effects research, communication-effects literature, 
ethnographic research, and a sociocultural perspective on cognition and learning, they present a shared theoretical 
framework for understanding the extent to which such virtual worlds are structurally similar to “third places” for 
informal sociability....
Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 11, no. 4 (2006)

Toward a 21st-century library catalog (PDF file)
http://eprints.rclis.org/archive/00007332/01/antelman_lynema_pace.pdf
Library catalogs have represented stagnant technology for close to 20 years. Moving toward a next-generation catalog, 
North Carolina State University Libraries purchased Endeca’s Information Access Platform to give its users relevance-
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ranked keyword search results and to leverage the rich metadata trapped in the MARC record to enhance collection 
browsing. Kristin Antelman, Emily Lynema, and Andrew Pace discuss the new functionality that has been enabled, the 
implementation process and system architecture, assessment of the new catalog’s performance, and future directions....
Information Technology and Libraries 25, no. 3 (Sept.): 128–139

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Show your academic librarian some love
http://chronicle.com/jobs/news/2006/10/2006100301c/careers.html
Many academic librarians feel unloved and underappreciated on their campuses, and the main reason is that they sense 
they are viewed as second-class citizens by members of the teaching faculty. Some professors summarily dismiss 
librarians’ earnest and repeated offers of research instruction or, at the very least, don’t take full advantage of those 
offers. So if you are a teaching faculty member, why not respond to that librarian who e-mails you every fall with an 
offer to meet you and your students for research-education (or “information literacy”) sessions at the library and take 
him or her up on it?...
Todd Gilman, Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 3

The Librarian
http://www.archive.org/details/Libraria1947
“Do you like people? And do people like you?” If so, according to this 1947 vocational guidance film (10:08) by 
Holmes (Burton) Films, Inc., then you might consider becoming a librarian. Featuring a nearly all-female cast—except 
the male library administrator, of course—this amusing educational film explains the different types of libraries, 
librarians, and materials....
Internet Archive

Hey, kids! Be a librarian for Halloween!
http://librarianavengers.org/?p=147
Target sells these incredibly accurate Librarian Halloween costumes in its online store. The description notes: 
“Includes a navy blue dress with screen-printed skirt, attached tulle petticoat, shawl, rhinestone glasses, and removable 
‘Naughty Librarian’ badge.” Still, why spend $59.99 on a costume when we librarians can just open our closets and 
wear one of our many ALA-mandated cape/miniskirt combos?...
Erica Olsen, Librarian Avengers blog, Oct. 4

Pittsburgh historical website launched
http://mac10.umc.pitt.edu/m/FMPro?-db=ma&-lay=a&-format=d.html&id=2660&-Find
The University Library System of the University of Pittsburgh has launched Documenting Pitt: Historical Publications 
and Images of the University of Pittsburgh. Through the financial support of the Office of Provost, the ULS Digital 
Research Library digitized more than 70,000 pages of textual materials from the University Archives that provide a 
wealth of information about the history of the University....
University of Pittsburgh

Today in history
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html
Each day of the year, the Library of Congress presents historic images and facts from its American Memory 
collections. For example, on October 11, 1965, photographer Dorothea Lange, best known for her photographs that 
humanized the tragic consequences of the Great Depression (above), died in San Francisco at the age of 70. The 
National Archives and Records Administration also offers a Document of the Day....
Library of Congress

Huntington Library receives an electrifying donation (PDF file)
http://www.huntington.org/Information/news/Edison.pdf
In a move certain to delight California history buffs and serious scholars alike, power company Edison International 
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has transferred its extensive photographic archive of the development of the region to the Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens in San Marino, California. The Edison archive includes approximately 40,000 
photographic prints, 35,000 negatives, 120 photo albums, and 450 reels of motion picture film that chronicle the 
development of Southern California’s infrastructure....
Huntington Library, Oct. 5

Men of TLA calendarBooks in the buff
http://www.txla.org/temp/TLAmen.html
The Texas Library Association is preparing to ship the 2007–2008 Men of TLA calendar, “a celebration of the humor 
and complexity of that precious natural resource—men in libraryland!” No, the Texas libraries’ air-conditioning isn’t 
on the blink—this is a fundraising activity for the TLA Disaster Relief Fund, featuring 18 months of glossy, full-color 
biblio-beefcake....
Texas Library Association
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EPA allegedly plans to reduce access
to online publications
According to internal e-mails obtained by the Public
Employees for Environmental Responsibility, a
national alliance of federal and state
environmental-resource professionals, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency is planning to remove from its
libraries online access to various technical journals and environmental
publications. Among the subscriptions allegedly targeted for
cancellation are online newsletters supplied by commercial publisher
Inside EPA (including the Superfund Report and the Clean Air
Report)....

Wisconsin joins Google library project
The University of Wisconsin at Madison has become the eighth library
to join Google’s project to digitize books and provide access to their
contents through its search engine. The agreement, announced
October 12, will initially focus on public-domain materials from the
7.2-million items held by the university and the Wisconsin Historical
Society. Wisconsin’s initial contributions to the Google Books Library
Project will target holdings in the history of medicine, patents and
discoveries, the history of engineering, American and Wisconsin
history, Wisconsin state documents, and genealogical materials....

Schwarzenegger vetoes California RFID bill
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has quietly vetoed a bill
that would have ensured that state use of Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) tags in drivers’ licenses and library cards would
contain privacy safeguards. The Identity Information Protection Act
(SB 768) was buried in a list of 73 bills the governor vetoed
September 30. Schwarzenegger said in a statement that the
legislation might contradict federal mandates for government ID cards
that are yet to be released....

Chicago Public Library honors
Mamet, raises half a million
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The Chicago Public Library Foundation marked its
20th anniversary with an October 12 fundraiser
honoring Chicago author and playwright David
Mamet (right) that garnered a record $525,000
in support for the library. Presented with the
Carl Sandburg Literary Award, Mamet said, “My alma mater is the
Chicago Public Library,” and he credited the library and the education
he received in the reading room of the old central library for his
accomplishments as a writer....

Fire destroys Indiana library
The four-year-old Williamsport–Washington Township (Ind.) Public
Library burned to the ground the evening of October 8 in what
officials believe to be arson. State Fire Marshal Roger Johnson told
reporters October 9 that the fire started near the library’s trash
collection area and quickly spread to the roof....

Jackson board contracts with LSSI despite
opposition
After a sometimes contentious meeting October 4, trustees of the
Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library signed a contract with
Maryland-based management firm Library Systems and Services,
commonly known as LSSI. The company’s services are expected to
begin November 1, one day after the official retirement date of
current library director Thomas L. Aud, who has opposed the plan....

Beleaguered New Jersey librarian resigns
Hasbrouck Heights (N.J.) Public Library Director Michele Reutty
submitted her resignation to the library board finance committee
October 2, some six months after local officials threatened disciplinary
action because she refused to release patron records to law
enforcement officers until she received a subpoena as mandated by
state law. The information that police eventually received led to the
identification of a man suspected of sexually threatening a child....

Missouri trustees pull graphic novels, for
now
The board of the Marshall (Mo.) Public Library voted 7–1
October 11 to remove from circulation the two coming-
of-age graphic novels Fun Home by Alison Bechdel and
Blankets by Craig Thompson until trustees have codified
a material-selection policy—a process that could take
months to complete....

National Library resource diversity
study released
Diversity Counts, a comprehensive study of
gender, race, and age in the library profession,
uses 1990 and 2000 Census data (the most current available), and
finds that the nearly 110,000 credentialed librarians were
predominantly ages 45–54, female, and white. The number of racial
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and ethnic minorities receiving accredited MLIS degrees grew to
around 13% in 2000 from 9% in 1990....
Office for Research and Statistics and the Office for Diversity

Let's Talk About It online archive
launched
The Public Programs Office has announced the
creation of a new online resource for librarians
interested in Let’s Talk About It—a reading and
discussion program model launched on a
nationwide level for libraries in 1982. The program model involves
reading a common series of books selected by a nationally known
scholar, and discussing them in the context of a larger, overarching
theme. The archive provides a wealth of information related to
previous Let’s Talk About It national programs for libraries....

Sister Libraries program
videoconference
The U.S. Embassy hosted a digital videoconference
on the ALA Sister Libraries program October 2.
Hector Marino of the Des Plaines Illinois Public
Library, talked about the institutional exchange benefits for participant
libraries. The activity was carried out jointly with the Association of
Librarians of the Republic of Argentina.... 
U.S. Embassy, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Featured review: Media 
Hexing a Hurricane. Oct. 2006. 45 min. DVD,
National Film Network. (1-8026-0526-3).
The title refers to the voodoo ceremony held
annually in the New Orleans Ninth Ward. Viewers
watch congregants participate in rhythmic
chanting and drumming in their efforts to
assuage hurricane spirits in advance of the
coming storms. Portraying a city and its
indomitable people, the film also captures the
essence of daily life for several residents prior to and following
devastating Hurricane Katrina....

 

Seattle on the silver screen
If television and movies are to be believed, your
trip to Seattle is going to be a whirlwind of
sweeping romance (Sleepless in Seattle), quirky
mystery (Twin Peaks), and abject terror (The Ring),
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where you might meet bizarre new friends (Harry and the
Hendersons) before landing yourself in the hosptial (Grey’s Anatomy).
To prepare for all of this excitement, why not spend some time with
your tube getting aquainted with the city?...
Wikipedia

RCL website unveiled 
Choice magazine, a publishing unit of ACRL, and R. R. Bowker,
publisher of Books in Print, launched the online edition of the highly
anticipated new Resources for College Libraries on September 29.
RCLweb, a database of hand-selected core titles for academic
libraries, will be the successor to ALA’s classic reference work, Books
for College Libraries, 3rd Edition....

ALCTS announces fall/winter
Continuing Education Events
ALCTS has posted its fall/winter Continuing
Education Events schedule. Upcoming workshops
include “Principles of Controlled Vocabulary and
Thesaurus Design,” “Digital Project Management
Basics,” “Metadata and Digital Library Development,”
and “Basic Subject Cataloging Using LCSH.”...

LAMA to offer Midwinter course on buildings
management tools 
Any library staff member who is facing or considering a library
renovation, remodeling, or entirely new library facility is invited to
register for “The Complex Edifice: Analyzing Your Dream Library!” 
Sponsored by LAMA, this two-day institute will be held January 18
and 19, 2007....

A new day for RUSA journal and
website 
Coinciding with a redesign of Reference and User
Services Quarterly (RUSQ), RUSA has launched a new companion
website. Guided by open access principles, the online component is
available to all users, not just RUSA or ALA members. The website
provides full-text articles—including a searchable database from 1997
to the present—and communication with authors via a blog....

New York Times honors academic
librarians
October 20 is the deadline for nominating a
university librarian for the first ever New York Times Academic
Librarian Awards. Nominators must be current students, faculty, or
college staff members, and provide reasons why their nominee is
deserving. Three librarians will each win $2,500 and a plaque, and
have their names printed in a December issue of the newspaper.... 
New York Times

JCLC bestows Advocacy, Author, and Distinguished
Service Awards 
The Joint Conference of Librarians of Color Awards and Scholarships
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First choice:
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Print ad. . . 14 (6%)
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Other. . . 11 (4%)
Total 247

Second choice:
Local placement
   service. . . 3 (1%)
Job advisor or
   counselor. . . 4 (2%)
Online ad. . . 32 (13%)
Print ad. . . 91 (37%)
Networking. . . 95
   (39%)
Exec. Search Firm. . .    6
(2%)
Other. . . 13 (5%)
Total 244

(249 responses)

This is an unscientific poll that
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Committee gave the $1,000 Advocacy, Author, and Distinguished
Service Award to 15 recipients at their October 11-15 conference.
Each of the five ethnic caucuses of the ALA named one recipient in
each award category....

Nominations sought for Kilgour award
Nominations are invited for the 2007 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for
Research in Library and Information Technology, sponsored by OCLC
and LITA. The $2,000 award honors research relevant to the
development of information technologies, especially work which shows
promise of having a positive and substantive impact on any aspect of
the publication, storage, retrieval, and dissemination of information or
the processes by which information and data is manipulated and
managed....

Manuscripts sought for LITA/Endeavor student
writing award
LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript
submitted by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-accredited
graduate program. Sponsored by LITA and Endeavor Information
Systems, the award consists of $1,000, publication in LITA’s refereed
journal, Information Technology and Libraries (ITAL), and a
certificate....

Library for the blind and physically
disabled wins excellence award
State librarian Nancy Robertson today announced that
the Washtenaw County Library for the Blind and
Physically Disabled is the recipient of the 2006 State
Librarian’s Excellence Award for exemplary public
service. The Library of Michigan Foundation gives this
honor, which includes a trophy and $5,000 in privately
raised funds to be used for library service, to one
Michigan library annually....
Michigan Department of History, Arts, and Libraries, Oct. 13

Colorado Springs homeless depend on library
access
Each day, Penrose (Colo.) Library logs 1,500 to 2,000 visits—a cross
section of society. The homeless have long sought out Penrose as a
refuge from the streets in cold weather or as a place to wait until the
soup kitchen, a block away, opens for lunch. Although the library has
been praised for its even-handed enforcement, not everyone feels
safe at Penrose. Security officers say more than anything, many
people aren’t comfortable being around the homeless....
Colorado Springs Gazette, Oct. 16

Syracuse auctions rare books for
construction funds
To raise money for the construction of a new
seminar room inside the Syracuse University Special
Collections Research Center, SU’s Library Associates
will host a “rare and select book auction October 19.
The sale will include books donated by faculty and
alumni, library board members, as well as duplicates
from the SCRC’s own inventory, which includes
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100,000 rare books. Books bound for the auction
block include out-of-print and early editions,
volumes signed by prominent writers, and artifacts of historical
interest.”...
Syracuse (N.Y.) Post-Standard, Oct. 15

North Sarasota Library featured in national calendar
The North Sarasota branch of the Sarasota (Fla.) County Library
System has been chosen as one of 14 buildings that will appear in the
2006 Green Building Wall Calendar, a national publication of buildings
that have received Gold and Platinum status ratings by the U.S.
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design program. The library was rated for excellence in sustainable
sites, water efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials and
resources and indoor environmental quality....
Bradenton (Fla.) Herald, Oct. 17

Massachusettes library on the rebound 
The Millis (Mass.) Public Library, which just a few months ago faced
serious budget cuts, is now a beehive of activity. The library warded
off a reduction in hours when voters approved a $1.16-million
property tax override this spring. Now, a series of new programs and
improvements is in the works. The library is offering Starbucks coffee
to parents who bring their children to story hour, expanding the DVD
collection by 50%, and allowing patrons to bring magazines home for
the first time....
Boston Globe, Oct. 12

97,000 Kentucky students
receive special library cards
A partnership of the Louisville Free Public
Library and Jefferson County Public
Schools will give 97,000 area students a
“Student Power Plus” card that provides
access to the full resources of the public
library system, including the online resources available through
school, home, and portable computers. The customized library cards
will be individually imprinted with the student’s name....
City of Louisville, Kentucky, Oct. 12

Has the iPod for books arrived?
Blake Wilson reviews the new one-two punch of the
$350 Sony Reader e-book and the 10,000-title, big-
publishing-house-backed Connect e-book store. The
one-time consumer-electronics superpower clearly
hopes the pair will become something of an iPod-
plus-iTunes for books. The Reader is being hawked
as a product for book lovers, not one exclusively for
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geeks....
Slate, Oct. 13

Rekindling the e-book fire
Andrew Pace writes: “I’ve waited a month since Engadget put this
scoop out on their website—the Amazon Kindle. News of Amazon’s
apparent attempt to go head-to-head with Sony by launching its own
e-ink reader were thwarted, however, by a withdrawn FCC application
and relative silence from the online book retailer. We were all left
guessing.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 12

Conversation seeking some conversation
R. David Lankes and Joanne Silverstein have produced a draft of
Participatory Networks: The Library as Conversation and are looking
for comments, feedback, corrections, and additions. The report,
produced for the OITP, describes how Web 2.0 technologies can
impact the various conversational modes of a working library.... 
ALA and the Information Institute of Syracuse

Mass blog to capture a day in the life
of the UK 
People throughout the United Kingdom are being
asked to contribute to a mass blog recording a day in the life of
Britain. October 17 has been picked as an “ordinary day much like
any other of no particular national significance.” The blogs will then
be stored by the British Library and at other locations as a permanent
record of everyday life....
BBC News, Oct. 13

Scholarly Electronic Publishing
Bibliography turns 10
A decade after the first 2006 edition, the Scholarly
Electronic Publishing Bibliography has released
Version 64 of its selection of articles, books, and
other printed and electronic sources useful in helping
to understand scholarly publishing efforts on the
internet. Also published is Open Access Bibliography:
Liberating Scholarly Literature with E-Prints and
Open Access Journals, which gives more in-depth
coverage to the open access movement and related topics....
Scholarly Electronic Publishing Biography, Oct. 17

Charlotte library offers virtual service to virtual
teens
The Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County and the
Alliance Library System are collaborating on “Eye4You Alliance,” an
online space that will offer virtual library services to teens in Teen
Second Life—a 3-D, international gathering place on the internet
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where teens create a digital version of themselves that they use to
travel around a virtual world....
Alliance Library System, Oct. 6

Using “personas” to market your library
While libraries are essentially service organizations, customers engage
with library “products” in their interactions with libraries. These
products include such items as a website, an online “room,” a printout
of a reference guide, a children’s program—some would even go so
far as to say the staff and the physical space are products. Personas
—characters created from a composite of data that emerges from
research—provide a means to understand customer and non-customer
expectations of products....
SirsiDynix OneSource 2, no. 10, (Oct. 16)

Tower Hamlets booklist unlocked
The fifth annual Tower Hamlets, London, teen
booklist (PDF file) was launched October 9 by Idea
Stores and Libraries and the Schools Library Service.
This year’s list, entitled “Unlocked,” features 56
titles, all published in the last 12–15 months. All the
books were reviewed by Tower Hamlets secondary
school librarians, public library staff, and schools
library service staff....
Tower Hamlets Schools Library Service, Oct. 9

World Book releases online
reference tool for kids
As students head back to the classroom this
fall, World Book, Inc. is introducing World
Book Kids. This new online reference tool
starts with content from World Book’s Student
Discovery Encyclopedia and adds activities
that apply to the thousands of articles. Features include tools for
educators as well as encyclopedia browsing and role-playing activities
for children....
Yahoo Finance, Sept. 6

Wikipedia co-founder plans “expert” rival
Larry Sanger, a co-founder of Wikipedia and the site’s former editor-
in-chief, is launching a rival site called Citizendium. It will include user
registration and editorial controls to govern user-submitted articles,
unlike the free-for-all submission process that reigns on Wikipedia.
With “gentle” controls in place, Sanger said Citizendium will naturally
weed out so-called trolls from posting obscenities or biased
information....
C|net News, Oct. 16

Al Gore to speak at 2007 SLA
annual conference
Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore will deliver
the opening keynote address during the 2007
SLA Annual Conference June 3–6 in Denver. Gore will speak to
conference participants on Sunday, June 3 during the opening general
session. Gore is also expected to sign copies of his new book prior to
his address at the Colorado Convention Center....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 11

Plug-in suggests local libraries as an alternative 
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Book Burro is a free download for the Firefox browser that, when a
user looks at a bookstore website, gives him or her a heads-up that
the book might be available cheaper somewhere else—or even
available for free at a local library. Blogger Edward Vielmetti writes
about Book Burro’s recent 2nd place win in OCLC’s Worldcat mashup
contest....
Superpatron blog, Oct. 2

A tour of the nation’s biggest
cartoon library
Ohio State University professor Lucy Shelton
Caswell, curator of the university’s Cartoon
Research Library, talks about the nation’s
largest collection of cartoons in this audio clip
(9:48). The library, which operates like a rare
books archive and houses over 25,000 comic
strips, develops and provides access to a
comprehensive collection of materials
documenting American printed cartoon art, including editorial
cartoons, comic books, graphic novels, and sports and magazine
cartoons....
National Public Radio, Oct. 10

Impact of Google digitization project discussed 
A symposium titled “Scholarship and Libraries in Transition: A
Dialogue about the Impacts of Mass Digitization Products,” presented
by the University of Michigan, analyzed the legal, social, and
economic concerns of the ambitious Google digitization project. Trudi
Bellardo Hahn summarizes the discussion, which focuses on five
“targets of digitization: libraries; research, teaching, and learning;
publishing; economics; and public policy.”... 
American Society for Information Science and Technology Bulletin, Oct./Nov.

The future of Google? (PDF file) 
Time’s Evan Eisenberg takes a humorous stab at “a few can’t-miss
ideas that the search giant should introduce.” Among the highlights
are Ex Search (“find out if they're seeing anyone”), Senior Search
(“find out what you went upstairs for”), Koogle (“find recipes for
potato or noodle pudding”), and Germle (“share illnesses with friends
through your computer”)....
Time, Oct. 16

If Jane Fonda was a librarian
This 1987 college video project (4:40) may be a
little on the amateur side, but it’s still pretty
funny. Betty Glover (right) of the Charles
Trumbull Hayden Library at Arizona State
University, leads her staff through a demanding
workout, including such library-themed exercises as “the card catalog
pull,” “the book truck push,” and “the phone book stack”—while
sweatin’ to such oldies as Huey Lewis and Van Halen....
YouTube

A day in the life of a library security guard
Joel Hilton, a senior at BYU, takes a reporter through a typical day on
the job at the main library. As he roves about, Hilton observes a girl-
gazing student run face-first into library sensor machine (after which
Hilton notes the time so that he can watch it again on security tape),
and describes what it was like to get sprayed with pepper spray—a
legal requisite before he could carry it. “It’s like having your eyes on
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fire and you can’t put it out.”...
BYU NewsNet, Oct. 10

Pretzel-eater outsmarts library
security
The New York Times’s “Metropolitan Diary,” culled
from the observations of New Yorkers, presents a
short but amusing dialogue between an overzealous
library security guard and a patron who just wants to finish his
mustard-covered pretzel.... 
New York Times, Oct. 16
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************

What do YOU think?

Have you found the increased access to out-of-copyright books in the Google Books Library Project useful in your 
work?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
 
 http://www.zoomerang.com/recipient/survey.zgi?p=WEB225S3MT2EL7

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

For cumulated results and selected responses to AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************

EPA allegedly plans to reduce access to online publications
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/epasubs.htm
According to internal e-mails obtained by the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, a national alliance 
of federal and state environmental-resource professionals, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is planning to 
remove from its libraries online access to various technical journals and environmental publications. Among the 
subscriptions allegedly targeted for cancellation are online newsletters supplied by commercial publisher Inside EPA 
(including the Superfund Report and the Clean Air Report)....

Wisconsin joins Google library project
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/rfidterminated.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/googleuwm.htm
The University of Wisconsin at Madison has become the eighth library to join Google’s project to digitize books and 
provide access to their contents through its search engine. The agreement, announced October 12, will initially focus on 
public-domain materials from the 7.2-million items held by the university and the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
Wisconsin’s initial contributions to the Google Books Library Project will target holdings in the history of medicine, 
patents and discoveries, the history of engineering, American and Wisconsin history, Wisconsin state documents, and 
genealogical materials.... 
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Schwarzenegger vetoes California RFID bill
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has quietly vetoed a bill that would have ensured that state use of Radio 
Frequency Identification (RFID) tags in drivers’ licenses and library cards would contain privacy safeguards. The 
Identity Information Protection Act (SB 768) was buried in a list of 73 bills the governor vetoed September 30. 
Schwarzenegger said in a statement that the legislation might contradict federal mandates for government ID cards that 
are yet to be released....

Chicago Public Library honors Mamet, raises half a million
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/mamet.htm
The Chicago Public Library Foundation marked its 20th anniversary with an October 12 fundraiser honoring Chicago 
author and playwright David Mamet that garnered a record $525,000 in support for the library. Presented with the Carl 
Sandburg Literary Award, Mamet said, “My alma mater is the Chicago Public Library,” and he credited the library 
and the education he received in the reading room of the old central library for his accomplishments as a writer....

Fire destroys Indiana library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/williamsport.htm
The four-year-old Williamsport–Washington Township (Ind.) Public Library burned to the ground the evening of 
October 8 in what officials believe to be arson. State Fire Marshal Roger Johnson told reporters October 9 that the fire 
started near the library’s trash collection area and quickly spread to the roof....

Jackson board contracts with LSSI despite opposition
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/lssijackson.htm
After a sometimes contentious meeting October 4, trustees of the Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library signed a 
contract with Maryland-based management firm Library Systems and Services, commonly known as LSSI. The 
company’s services are expected to begin November 1, one day after the official retirement date of current library 
director Thomas L. Aud, who has opposed the plan.... 

Beleaguered New Jersey librarian resigns
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/hasbrouck.htm
Hasbrouck Heights (N.J.) Public Library Director Michele Reutty submitted her resignation to the library board 
finance committee October 2, some six months after local officials threatened disciplinary action because she refused 
to release patron records to law enforcement officers until she received a subpoena as mandated by state law. The 
information that police eventually received led to the identification of a man suspected of sexually threatening a 
child.... 

Missouri trustees pull graphic novels, for now
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/marshallmo.htm
The board of the Marshall (Mo.) Public Library voted 7–1 October 11 to remove from circulation the two coming-of-
age graphic novels Fun Home by Alison Bechdel and Blankets by Craig Thompson until trustees have codified a 
material-selection policy—a process that could take months to complete....

ALA NEWS
*******************************

National Library resource diversity study released
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALAlibrarydiversitystudy.htm
Diversity Counts, a comprehensive study of gender, race, and age in the library profession, uses 1990 and 2000 Census 
data (the most current available), and finds that the nearly 110,000 credentialed librarians were predominantly ages 45–
54, female, and white. The number of racial and ethnic minorities receiving accredited MLIS degrees grew to around 
13% in 2000 from 9% in 1990....
Office for Research and Statistics and the Office for Diversity
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Let's Talk About It online archive launched
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/PPOarchiveLTAI.htm
The Public Programs Office has announced the creation of a new online resource for librarians interested in Let’s Talk 
About It—a reading and discussion program model launched on a nationwide level for libraries in 1982. The program 
model involves reading a common series of books selected by a nationally known scholar, and discussing them in the 
context of a larger, overarching theme. The archive provides a wealth of information related to previous Let’s Talk 
About It national programs for libraries....

Sister Libraries program videoconference
http://argentina.usembassy.gov/libraries.html
The U.S. Embassy hosted a digital videoconference on the ALA Sister Libraries program October 2. Hector Marino of 
the Des Plaines Illinois Public Library, talked about the institutional exchange benefits for participant libraries. The 
activity was carried out jointly with the Association of Librarians of the Republic of Argentina.... 
U.S. Embassy, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Booklist Online 
*******************************

Featured review: Media 
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1783728
Hexing a Hurricane. Oct. 2006. 45 min. DVD, National Film Network. (1-8026-0526-3).
The title refers to the voodoo ceremony held annually in the New Orleans Ninth Ward. Viewers watch congregants 
participate in rhythmic chanting and drumming in their efforts to assuage hurricane spirits in advance of the coming 
storms. Portraying a city and its indomitable people, the film also captures the essence of daily life for several residents 
prior to and following devastating Hurricane Katrina.... 

SEATTLE UPDATE
*******************************

Seattle on the silver screen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_representations_of_Seattle_in_popular_culture
If television and movies are to be believed, your trip to Seattle is going to be a whirlwind of sweeping romance 
(Sleepless in Seattle), quirky mystery (Twin Peaks), and abject terror (The Ring), where you might meet bizarre new 
friends (Harry and the Hendersons) before landing yourself in the hosptial (Grey’s Anatomy). To prepare for all of this 
excitement, why not spend some time with your tube getting aquainted with the city?...
Wikipedia 

DIVISION NEWS
*******************************

RCL website unveiled 
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/RCLwebsite.htm
Choice magazine, a publishing unit of ACRL, and R. R. Bowker, publisher of Books in Print, launched the online 
edition of the highly anticipated new Resources for College Libraries on September 29. RCLweb, a database of hand-
selected core titles for academic libraries, will be the successor to ALA’s classic reference work, Books for College 
Libraries, 3rd Edition....

ALCTS announces fall/winter Continuing Education Events
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALCTSeducationevents.htm
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ALCTS has posted its fall/winter Continuing Education Events schedule. Upcoming workshops include “Principles of 
Controlled Vocabulary and Thesaurus Design,” “Digital Project Management Basics,” “Metadata and Digital Library 
Development,” and “Basic Subject Cataloging Using LCSH."...

LAMA to offer Midwinter course on buildings management tools
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/LAMAbuildingscourse.htm 
Any library staff member who is facing or considering a library renovation, remodeling, or entirely new library facility 
is invited to register for “The Complex Edifice: Analyzing Your Dream Library!”  Sponsored by LAMA, this two-day 
institute will be held January 18 and 19, 2007....

A new day for RUSA journal and website 
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/RUSAredsignedjournal.htm
Coinciding with a redesign of Reference and User Services Quarterly (RUSQ), RUSA has launched a new companion 
website. Guided by open access principles, the online component is available to all users, not just RUSA or ALA 
members. The website provides full-text articles—including a searchable database from 1997 to the present—and 
communication with authors via a blog.... 

Round Table News
*******************************

Awards
*******************************

New York Times honors academic librarians
http://www.nytco.com/community/Academic_librarianawards06.html
October 20 is the deadline for nominating a university librarian for the first ever New York Times Academic Librarian 
Awards. Nominators must be current students, faculty, or college staff members, and provide reasons why their 
nominee is deserving. Three librarians will each win $2,500 and a plaque, and have their names printed in a December 
issue of the newspaper.... 
New York Times 

JCLC bestows Advocacy, Author, and Distinguished Service Awards 
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/jclcawards.htm
The Joint Conference of Librarians of Color Awards and Scholarships Committee gave the $1,000 Advocacy, Author, 
and Distinguished Service Award to 15 recipients at their October 11-15 conference. Each of the five ethnic caucuses 
of the ALA named one recipient in each award category....

Nominations sought for Kilgour award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/Kilgourawardnominations.htm
Nominations are invited for the 2007 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library and Information 
Technology, sponsored by OCLC and LITA. The $2,000 award honors research relevant to the development of 
information technologies, especially work which shows promise of having a positive and substantive impact on any 
aspect of the publication, storage, retrieval, and dissemination of information or the processes by which information 
and data is manipulated and managed....

Manuscripts sought for LITA/Endeavor student writing award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ManusciptsforEndeavorawa.htm
LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript submitted by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-
accredited graduate program. Sponsored by LITA and Endeavor Information Systems, the award consists of $1,000, 
publication in LITA’s refereed journal, Information Technology and Libraries (ITAL), and a certificate....
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Library for the blind and physically disabled wins excellence award
http://www.mi.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160--153508--,00.html
State librarian Nancy Robertson today announced that the Washtenaw County Library for the Blind and Physically 
Disabled is the recipient of the 2006 State Librarian’s Excellence Award for exemplary public service. The Library of 
Michigan Foundation gives this honor, which includes a trophy and $5,000 in privately raised funds to be used for 
library service, to one Michigan library annually....
Michigan Department of History, Arts, and Libraries, Oct. 13

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************

Colorado Springs homeless depend on library access
http://www.gazette.com/display.php?id=1322703&secid=1
Each day, Penrose (Colo.) Library logs 1,500 to 2,000 visits—a cross section of society. The homeless have long 
sought out Penrose as a refuge from the streets in cold weather or as a place to wait until the soup kitchen, a block 
away, opens for lunch. Although the library has been praised for its even-handed enforcement, not everyone feels safe 
at Penrose. Security officers say more than anything, many people aren’t comfortable being around the homeless....
Colorado Springs Gazette, Oct. 16 

Syracuse auctions rare books for construction funds
http://www.syracuse.com/living/poststandard/index.ssf?/base/living-2/1160643835294580.xml&coll=1
To raise money for the construction of a new seminar room inside the Syracuse University Special Collections 
Research Center, SU’s Library Associates will host a “rare and select book auction October 19. The sale will include 
books donated by faculty and alumni, library board members, as well as duplicates from the SCRC’s own inventory, 
which includes 100,000 rare books. Books bound for the auction block include out-of-print and early editions, 
volumes signed by prominent writers, and artifacts of historical interest.”...
Syracuse (N.Y.) Post-Standard, Oct. 15 

North Sarasota Library featured in national calendar
http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/15781331.htm
The North Sarasota branch of the Sarasota (Fla.) County Library System has been chosen as one of 14 buildings that 
will appear in the 2006 Green Building Wall Calendar, a national publication of buildings that have received Gold and 
Platinum status ratings by the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
program. The library was rated for excellence in sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy and atmosphere, materials 
and resources and indoor environmental quality....
Manatee, Bradenton, Sarasota (Fla.) Herald, Oct. 17

Massachusettes library on the rebound 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/10/12/library_showing_signs_of_rebound/
The Millis (Mass.) Public Library, which just a few months ago faced serious budget cuts, is now a beehive of activity. 
The library warded off a reduction in hours when voters approved a $1.16-million property tax override this spring. 
Now, a series of new programs and improvements is in the works. The library is offering Starbucks coffee to parents 
who bring their children to story hour, expanding the DVD collection by 50%, and allowing patrons to bring 
magazines home for the first time....
Boston Globe, Oct. 12 

97,000 Kentucky students receive special library cards
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/News/WideNewsItem.htm?PostingGuid={075D5AB4-F638-427E-861F-
182CBCD35FC9}
A partnership of the Louisville Free Public Library and Jefferson County Public Schools will give 97,000 area students 
a “Student Power Plus” card that provides access to the full resources of the public library system, including the online 
resources available through school, home, and portable computers. The customized library cards will be individually 
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imprinted with the student’s name....
City of Louisville, Kentucky, Oct. 12 

TECH TALK
*******************************

Has the iPod for books arrived?
http://www.slate.com/id/2151525/fr/rss/
Blake Wilson reviews the new one-two punch of the $350 Sony Reader e-book and the 10,000-title, big-publishing-
house-backed Connect e-book store. The one-time consumer-electronics superpower clearly hopes the pair will 
become something of an iPod-plus-iTunes for books. The Reader is being hawked as a product for book lovers, not 
one exclusively for geeks....
Slate, Oct. 13 

Rekindling the e-book fire
http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=re_kindling_the_e_book_fire&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1
Andrew Pace writes: “I’ve waited a month since Engadget put this scoop out on their website—the Amazon Kindle. 
News of Amazon’s apparent attempt to go head-to-head with Sony by launching its own e-ink reader were thwarted, 
however, by a withdrawn FCC application and relative silence from the online book retailer. We were all left 
guessing.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 12 

Conversation seeking some conversation (PDF file) 
http://iis.syr.edu/projects/PNOpen/Comments.html
R. David Lankes and Joanne Silverstein have produced a draft of Participatory Networks: The Library as Conversation 
and are looking for comments, feedback, corrections, and additions. The report, produced for the OITP, describes how 
Web 2.0 technologies can impact the various conversational modes of a working library.... 
ALA and the Information Institute of Syracuse 

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************

Mass blog to capture a day in the life of the UK 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/6048392.stm
People throughout the United Kingdom are being asked to contribute to a mass blog recording a day in the life of 
Britain. October 17 has been picked as an “ordinary day much like any other of no particular national significance.” 
The blogs will then be stored by the British Library and at other locations as a permanent record of everyday life....
BBC News, Oct. 13 

Scholarly Electronic Publishing Bibliography turns 10
http://epress.lib.uh.edu/sepb/sepb.html
A decade after the first 2006 edition, the Scholarly Electronic Publishing Bibliography has released Version 64 of its 
selection of articles, books, and other printed and electronic sources useful in helping to understand scholarly 
publishing efforts on the internet. Also published is Open Access Bibliography: Liberating Scholarly Literature with E-
Prints and Open Access Journals, which gives more in-depth coverage to the open access movement and related 
topics....
Scholarly Electronic Publishing Biography, Oct. 17

Charlotte library offers virtual service to virtual teens
http://alliancelibrarysystem.com/article.cfm?id=1176
The Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County and the Alliance Library System are collaborating on 
“Eye4You Alliance,” an online space that will offer virtual library services to teens in Teen Second Life—a 3-D, 
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international gathering place on the internet where teens create a digital version of themselves that they use to travel 
around a virtual world....
Alliance Library System, Oct. 6

Using “personas” to market your library
http://www.imakenews.com/sirsi/e_article000660145.cfm?x=b8b1PRv,b2rpPgSw
While libraries are essentially service organizations, customers engage with library “products” in their interactions 
with libraries. These products include such items as a website, an online “room,” a printout of a reference guide, a 
children’s program—some would even go so far as to say the staff and the physical space are products. Personas—
characters created from a composite of data that emerges from research—provide a means to understand customer and 
non-customer expectations of products....
SirsiDynix OneSource 2, no. 10, (Oct. 16)

Tower Hamlets booklist unlocked
http://www.ideastore.co.uk/index/PID/347
The fifth annual Tower Hamlets, London, teen booklist (PDF file) was launched October 9 by Idea Stores and Libraries 
and the Schools Library Service. This year’s list, entitled “Unlocked,” features 56 titles, all published in the last 12-15 
months. All the books were reviewed by Tower Hamlets secondary school librarians, public library staff, and schools 
library service staff....
Tower Hamlets Schools Library Service, Oct. 9

World Book releases online reference tool for kids
http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/060906/20060906005804.html?.v=1
As students head back to the classroom this fall, World Book, Inc. is introducing World Book Kids. This new online 
reference tool starts with content from World Book’s Student Discovery Encyclopedia and adds activities that apply to 
the thousands of articles. Features include tools for educators as well as encyclopedia browsing and role-playing 
activities for children....
Yahoo Finance, Sept. 6

Wikipedia co-founder plans “expert” rival
http://news.com.com/Wikipedia+co-founder+plans+expert+spinoff/2100-1038_3-6126469.html
Larry Sanger, a co-founder of Wikipedia and the site’s former editor-in-chief, is launching a rival site called 
Citizendium. It will include user registration and editorial controls to govern user-submitted articles, unlike the free-
for-all submission process that reigns on Wikipedia. With “gentle” controls in place, Sanger said Citizendium will 
naturally weed out so-called trolls from posting obscenities or biased information....
C|net News, Oct. 16 

Al Gore to speak at 2007 SLA annual conference
http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/2006prelease/pr2622.cfm
Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore will deliver the opening keynote address during the 2007 SLA Annual Conference 
June 3–6 in Denver. Gore will speak to conference participants on Sunday, June 3 during the opening general session. 
Gore is also expected to sign copies of his new book prior to his address at the Colorado Convention Center....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 11

Plug-in suggests local libraries as an alternative 
http://vielmetti.typepad.com/superpatron/2006/10/book_burro_wins.html
Book Burro is a free download for the Firefox browser that, when a user looks at a bookstore website, gives him or her 
a heads-up that the book might be available cheaper somewhere else—or even available for free at a local library. 
Blogger Edward Vielmetti writes about Book Burro’s recent 2nd place win in OCLC’s Worldcat mashup contest....
Superpatron blog, Oct. 2 

A tour of the nation’s biggest cartoon library
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6230905
Ohio State University professor Lucy Shelton Caswell, curator of the university’s Cartoon Research Library, talks 
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about the nation’s largest collection of cartoons in this audio clip (9:48). The library, which operates like a rare books 
archive and houses over 25,000 comic strips, develops and provides access to a comprehensive collection of materials 
documenting American printed cartoon art, including editorial cartoons, comic books, graphic novels, and sports and 
magazine cartoons....
National Public Radio, Oct. 10 

Impact of Google digitization project discussed 
http://www.asis.org/Bulletin/Oct-06/hahn.html
A symposium titled “Scholarship and Libraries in Transition: A Dialogue about the Impacts of Mass Digitization 
Products,” presented by the University of Michigan, analyzed the legal, social, and economic concerns of the 
ambitious Google digitization project. Trudi Bellardo Hahn summarizes the discussion, which focuses on five “targets 
of digitization: libraries; research, teaching, and learning; publishing; economics; and public policy.”... 
American Society for Information Science and Technology Bulletin, Oct./Nov.

The future of Google? (PDF file) 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/new_google_products061016.pdf
Time’s Evan Eisenberg takes a humorous stab at “a few can’t-miss ideas that the search giant should introduce.” 
Among the highlights are Ex Search (“find out if they're seeing anyone”), Senior Search (“find out what you went 
upstairs for”), Koogle (“find recipes for potato or noodle pudding”), and Germle (“share illnesses with friends through 
your computer”)....
Time, Oct. 16 

If Jane Fonda was a librarian
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_k8BKX2eQ0Q
This 1987 college video project (4:40) may be a little on the amateur side, but it’s still pretty funny. Betty Glover 
(right) of the Charles Trumbull Hayden Library at Arizona State University, leads her staff through a demanding 
workout, including such library-themed exercises as “the card catalog pull,” “the book truck push,” and “the phone 
book stack”—while sweatin’ to such oldies as Huey Lewis and Van Halen....
YouTube 

A day in the life of a library security guard
http://newsnet.byu.edu/story.cfm/61352
Joel Hilton, a senior at BYU, takes a reporter through a typical day on the job at the main library. As he roves about, 
Hilton observes a girl-gazing student run face-first into library sensor machine (after which Hilton notes the time so 
that he can watch it again on security tape), and describes what it was like to get sprayed with pepper spray—a legal 
requisite before he could carry it. “It’s like having your eyes on fire and you can’t put it out.”...
BYU NewsNet, Oct. 10 

Pretzel-eater outsmarts library security
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/16/nyregion/16diary.html?_r=1&oref=login
The New York Times’s “Metropolitan Diary,” culled from the observations of New Yorkers, presents a short but 
amusing dialogue between an overzealous library security guard and a patron who just wants to finish his mustard-
covered pretzel.... 
New York Times, Oct. 16 
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*******************************
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Emory acquires Salman Rushdie papers
Emory University in Atlanta has acquired the papers of author Salman
Rushdie. To be housed at Emory’s Woodruff Library, the collection
contains Rushdie’s correspondence, notes, photographs, and
manuscripts, including those for two early unpublished novels. It also
includes Rushdie’s private journals detailing the 10 years he spent in
hiding after being sentenced to death by Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhallah
Khomeini in 1989 following his publication of The Satanic Verses....

Filter-savvy students barred from most of web
As of October 20, students of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School
District headquartered in Palmer, Alaska, are no longer able to
retrieve websites on classroom or media-center computers unless the
site ends in a .gov or .edu domain name, the site is a database
whose content is licensed by the district, or the district has approved
an educator’s request that the site be unblocked....

Thousands blog for British Library
The One Day in History project, a single-day
nationwide blog organized by Britain’s History
Matters Campaign, as of October 20 has logged
entries from 41,250 residents, including students at all 29,000 schools
in the country. The entries of October 17—chosen by the campaign as
an “ordinary day much like any other of no particular national
significance”—will be organized into a social history archive to be
accessible to researchers and historians at the Web Archive in Modern
British Collections of London’s British Library....

Colorado mother objects to eroticism article
A Colorado mother of three has filed a complaint with the Rangeview
Library objecting to an article in the Spanish-language magazine Muy
Interesante. Claudia Speak found pictures inside “of pornographic
nature which included two couples engaging in sex, total frontal nudity
of males and females, gay men in a sexual pose, a cartoon depicting
oral sex, three nude women on stage in sexual pose . . . and more,”
she wrote in a letter to the Brighton Standard Blade. The article
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explores sexuality between men and women, as well as humans and
other species....

Arkansas trustees reconsider Basic
Instinct
A concerned patron of the Rogers (Ark.) Public Library
has asked the board to remove the director’s cut of
the 1992 box-office hit Basic Instinct from the
collection. At an October 17 meeting, Nieves Egelkraut
likened the movie about a police detective’s sexual
involvement with a murder suspect to pornography,
the Benton County Daily Record reported October 18.
She also expressed fear that teenagers would borrow it, although RPL
Director Judy Casey explained that library policy enables parents to
bar their minor children from checking out movies....

Freedom to Read Foundation announces
nominating committee
The nominating committee for the FTRF April 2007
election is: Francis Buckley, Arlington, Virginia (chair);
Anne Heanue, Alexandria, Virginia; and Candace Morgan,
Portland, Oregon. Six positions on the 2007–2008 FTRF
board of trustees will be filled in the election to be held April 2–May
1, 2007. The persons elected in the 2007 election will serve a two-
year term on the board, beginning at the close of the 2007
conference....

More than 1,100 attend first Joint
Conference of Librarians of Color
Over 1,100 library staff, authors, and educators
packed the Dallas Adams Mark Hotel from
October 11–15 to discuss diversity issues that
impact America’s libraries and their users during
the first JCLC. The conference, themed “Gathering at the Waters:
Embracing our Spirits, Telling our Stories,” covered such topics as
minority recruitment, early and adult literacy, collection development,
and delivery of service to communities of color....

Darfur Genocide resolution adopted
The ALA Council has adopted a resolution (.doc file) urging the
profession-at-large and ALA units to highlight information about
genocide in the Darfur region of the Sudan. The ALA urges the
profession to highlight and explain the Darfur genocide through
collections, programs, displays, resource guides, and other suitable
library resources....

ALA receives $2.6 million Gates
Foundation grant 
ALA today announced it will develop and
oversee a multi-year study assessing the extent of internet access, as
well as the impact of funding changes on connectivity and
sustainability of computer services in public libraries, as part of a
$2.6-million grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation....
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Featured review: Reference 
Marshall, Stephen A. Insects: Their Natural
History and Diversity. Oct. 2006. 720p. Firefly,
hardcover. (1-55297-900-8). 
Insects, comprising more than 80 percent of the
approximately 1.5 million animal species that
have been formally identified by scientists, play
a significant role in our everyday lives.
Honeybees pollinate crops; mosquitoes are both
a nuisance and potential carrier of disease;
cockroaches are unwelcome house guests;
butterflies delight children. Written at a level
accessible to college students in introductory biology courses as well
as motivated laypeople by an entomologist with more than 20 years’
experience as a teacher, this guide focuses on families of
northeastern North American insects....

A truly heartbreaking work
Keir Graff writes: “So, on Saturday night, I finished
reading What Is the What: The Autobiography of
Valentino Achak Deng, by Dave Eggers. . . .Eggers’s
book tells the story of Valentino Achak Deng, a
Sudanese man who was one of the so-called ‘Lost
Boys of Sudan.’ He was a young boy when the
murahaleen, Muslim militias armed by the
government in Khartoum, burned his mostly
Christian village. Fleeing the attack, he was
separated from his family and then became one of many orphan boys
(and some girls) making long, dangerous treks in search of safety.”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 16

Midwinter Advocacy Institute registration opens
The Advocacy Institute will take place on Friday, January 19, from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. This three-part program consists of message
development and coalition-building techniques; a lunchtime panel
discussion on nurturing advocates through school, young adult, and
academic levels; and afternoon breakout sessions on topics including
increasing library funding, maintaining budgets, and crisis
communications....

Boldly go where no librarian has

PUBLIC SERVICES
LIBRARIAN, 

Shapiro Undergraduate
Library, University of

Michigan, East Lansing.
Provides direct

reference and research
assistance to clientele

using an array of
research resources in
electronic and print

formats, participates in
instructional activities

in team-based
instructional projects by

teaching library
sessions....

See JobLIST 
for more career
opportunities.

Read “Becoming
Successfully

Networked Public
Libraries” in the

Fall 2006 edition of
ASCLA’s online

publication,
Interface.
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gone before
It’s almost Halloween and soon miniature
monsters will be lining up at your door demanding
candy. This may inspire some of you earthlings to
plan a visit to Seattle’s Science Fiction Museum and Hall of Fame.
Check out the exhibit on “The Changing Face of Mars,” and ogle the
rare collection of spacedocks, spacesuits, and weapons—from Jedi
lightsabers to Klingon daggers....
Science Fiction Museum and Hall of Fame

Daniel H. Pink to kick off AASL national
conference
Daniel H. Pink, a best-selling author, technology
writer, and business consultant, will keynote the
AASL’s 13th National Conference and Exhibition, “The
Future Begins @ your library,” October 25–29 in Reno,
Nevada.  Pink will open the conference and address
thousands of school library media specialists, support
staff, library vendors, authors, and exhibitors during
the opening general session on October 25....

AASL’s sold-out forum addressed student
assessment
“Assessing Student Learning in the School Library Media Center” was
the theme of the sold-out AASL Fall Forum held in Warwick, Rhode
Island, October 13–15.  Over 500 participants from around the
country explored the role of school library media specialists in
assessment of student learning during the focused one-and-a-half day
institute....

Report on future of higher
education now available
ACRL, as a member of the Council of Higher
Education Management Associations, recently
participated in a survey conducted by CHEMA and the EDUCAUSE
Center for Applied Research. Through this survey, titled The Future of
Higher Education: A View from CHEMA (PDF file), CHEMA wanted to
identify the forces for change and to understand their potential
implications for higher education over the next 10 years....

LAMA launches first digital download
LAMA’s first digital download monograph, “Growing
Leaders from Within: A Practical Guide for Recognizing
and Developing Leadership Skills in the Library,” is now
available. The publication compiles presentations from
Human Resource Section programs addressing the crisis
of leadership succession anticipated with the onset of
baby boomer retirements....

Children’s librarians recommend books
for the holidays
ALSC has created a list of new books recommended
for holiday gift-giving, as well as reading about the
holidays themselves. The guide features titles suitable
for readers from preschool age through 8th grade
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and includes picture books, novels, fiction, and
nonfiction. Children’s librarians and educators on the ALSC Quicklists
Consulting Committee compiled the lists....

ALSC adds to Kids! @ your library
campaign tool kit
The ALSC Kids! @ your library campaign website
has added to its extensive online tool kit. The
latest materials include camera-ready,
customizable items libraries can use to hold
bookmark contests and scavenger hunts, downloadable games,
puzzles, a list of Top Ten Things for Kids to Do @ your library that
can be downloaded and distributed throughout the community, and
more....

Bill Harley performs free family concert
ALSC launches the Kids! @ your library campaign to
the public and media November 12 at Boston Public
Library to help the library kick off Children’s Book
Week. Singer and storyteller Bill Harley will perform a
family concert at 2 p.m. in the Rabb Lecture
Hall. After the concert, Harley will sell and sign copies
of his new book, The Amazing Flight of Darius
Frobisher, holiday favorite Dear Santa, and his award-
winning CDs....

Public Printer announces library of
the year (PDF file) 
The U.S. Government Printing Office has selected
Benton Harbor (Mich.) Public Library as the 2006
Federal Depository Library of the Year. Public
Printer Bruce James presented the award to library officials October
22 at the annual Federal Depository Libraries fall conference. Benton
Harbor is an economically challenged area and used limited funds to
ensure federal government resources are used to their full
potential....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 23

Deadline approaches for
student Legislative Day contest
October 29 is the final day for students to
enter the National Library Legislative Day 2007 Student Contest. The
student who submits the winning theme idea and logo for the annual
event will win free airfare and lodging for the 33rd Annual National
Library Legislative Day, which will be held in the nation’s capital May
1–2....

Read Books

Up On the Roof—
with Poets

The Promise of 
Web 2.0
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announce the
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Engagement and
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information literacy
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education
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relates to student
engagement.

The Office for
Intellectual Freedom is
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Columbus Training
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provide training to
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Librarian champion of black history dies
For four decades librarian Mayme Clayton prowled garage sales, flea
markets, attics, used bookstores, even dumps, rescuing thousands of
rare and unusual books, movies, sound recordings, and more, much
of it dating to the slavery era. With limited funds but boundless
determination, she amassed what experts today regard as a valuable
and eclectic collection of black Americana. A bit of an eccentric,
Clayton piled her treasures in the garage behind her humble California
home....
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 21

E-rate filing window opens November 14
Schools and libraries hoping to receive funding next year under the
$2.25 billion-a-year e-rate will have from November 14 to February 7
to submit their applications. The Federal Communications Commission
announced the dates of the filing window October 19, the same day it
released its annual Eligible Services List, the official roster of
technologies and services that qualify for e-rate discounts....
E-school News, Oct. 25

6-year-old chosen as library’s
volunteer of the year
About 15 minutes before pajama
storytime, 6-year-old Benjamin Holmes couldn’t seem to focus on
anything but his preparation duties as a volunteer with the Bethel
Park (Pa.) Public Library. Ben stood out because of his age and the
fact that he was so worried that starting first grade and attending a
full day of classes would cut into his volunteer time at the library....
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Oct. 19

Student numbers result in extended
hours at Chicago main library
Under an expansion plan tied to Mayor Daley’s
2007 budget, the Harold Washington Library
Center branch of the Chicago Public Library will
open four evenings a week to accommodate the
Loop’s growing student population, at a cost of $188,000 for eight
more hours a week. Also, after nearly three years of planning,
Chicago is preparing to debut “Find it Chicago,” an $11-million
integrated library system described as being similar to Amazon.com....
Chicago Sun-Times, Oct. 16

Increasingly, libraries are the
place to learn English
The Milford (Mass.) Town Library is one of
many libraries around Boston’s western
suburbs and the country that have taken on a
new mission—teaching immigrants English. The growth in ESL
offerings at libraries in response to a growing demand over the past
15 to 20 years—and a concurrent decline in traditional adult literacy
programs—is a nationwide trend....
Boston Globe, Oct. 19

Cincinnati Law Library presented
with 60,000 books
Sixty thousand volumes delivered by three semi-tractor trailer trucks
recently changed the face of the University of Cincinnati Robert S.
Marx Law Library thanks to the generosity of former Indian Hill
resident Alfred K. Nippert Jr. Virginia Thomas, director of the UC Law

attorneys who work
with libraries.
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Call for papers

By Nov. 1:
Electronic Resources
and Libraries seeks
proposals for
presentations, panel
sessions, and
preconference
workshops for the
Electronic Resources
and Libraries 2007
Conference to be
held Feb. 22–27,
2007, in Atlanta.
Contact: Bonnie
Tijerina or Elizabeth
Winter, 404-385-
2044.

By Nov. 1:
The Popular Culture
Association is
seeking papers from
graduate students
for its annual joint
meeting with the
American Culture
Association April
4–7, 2007.
Prospective
presenters should
send a one-page
abstract to Allen
Ellis, Northern
Kentucky University,
Highland Heights, KY
41099-6101.

By Nov. 10:
LOEX seeks
proposals for
breakout sessions,
discussion sessions,
and poster sessions
for the LOEX 2007
Conference, to be
held May 3–5, 2007,
in San Diego.
Contact: Amy
Wallace.

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-clayton21oct21,0,6930729.story?coll=la-home-local
http://eschoolnews.com/news/PFshowstory.cfm?ArticleID=6660
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/today/s_475506.html
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/today/s_475506.html
http://suntimes.com/news/metro/98126,CST-NWS-library16.article
http://suntimes.com/news/metro/98126,CST-NWS-library16.article
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/10/19/increasingly_libraries_are_the_place_to_learn_english/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/10/19/increasingly_libraries_are_the_place_to_learn_english/
http://news.communitypress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061019/NEWS01/610190360/1074/Local
http://news.communitypress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061019/NEWS01/610190360/1074/Local
https://www.ala.org/ala/oif/oifprograms/lawforlib/registrationinfo/Default2801.htm
http://www.electroniclibrarian.com/call
http://www.electroniclibrarian.com/call
http://www.electroniclibrarian.com/call
mailto:bonnie.tijerina@library.gatech.edu
mailto:bonnie.tijerina@library.gatech.edu
mailto:elizabeth.winter@library.gatech.edu
mailto:elizabeth.winter@library.gatech.edu
http://www.popularculture.org/
http://www.popularculture.org/
mailto:ellisa@nku.edu
mailto:ellisa@nku.edu
http://public.csusm.edu/acarr/loex/index.html
http://public.csusm.edu/acarr/loex/index.html
mailto:amy.wallace@csuci.edu
mailto:amy.wallace@csuci.edu


AL Direct, October 25, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/102506.htm[7/17/2014 1:01:01 PM]

Library, observed, “Mr. Nippert’s gift is roughly half the size of the
entire Law Library when he was a student here.”...
Cincinnati Community Press and Recorder, Oct. 19

University of Minnesota acquires poet
Robert Bly’s archives
The University of Minnesota has acquired the
archives of internationally known poet and social
critic Robert Bly. The university said October 19 it
paid him $775,000, using a combination of school funds and
contributions from about 70 private donors. One of them was
Garrison Keillor, author and host of public radio’s “A Prairie Home
Companion.” The archives will be housed in the Elmer L. Andersen
Library, and will be open for all to see, and will be put online....
WCCO Minneapolis–St. Paul , Oct. 20

New school library has everything—except books 
Students at Oak Hills Elementary School in Valencia, California, are
able to enjoy all the state-of-the-art classrooms and educational
facilities that one would expect from a newly constructed school. But
when students visit the school’s library with their class each week, it’s
clear that there is one crucial element missing. There aren’t enough
books. In fact, there is such a shortage that the majority of the
library’s shelves and racks remain empty, forcing students to cycle
through the limited selection....
The Signal, Oct. 20

New Jersey staff upset over Whore
Whore, written by Tanika Lynch, is a book that falls
under the Trenton Public Library’s classification of
“urban literature” and tells the story of a young
mother of two who works the streets of Detroit as a
prostitute. Library staff are accusing Nathan Linowitz,
the institution’s accountant, of censoring their selection
of Whore, alleging that copies of the book were not
purchased because he objected to the title....
Trenton (N.J.) Times, Oct. 19

MacArthur invests $50 million in digital learning
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation announced
October 19 plans to donate $50 million to study the impact of digital
media on student learning. Officials said the five-year project will fund
research and innovations designed to explore the impact of digital
media on youth culture and to investigate how a myriad of new-
media technologies can be used to help students learn....
E-School News, Oct. 20

College libraries prioritizing technology over books
(subscription required) 
As journals digitize and projects undertaken by Google Inc. and
others promise to put more material online, big research libraries are
moving old printed volumes into off-site storage facilities, rapidly
increasing their electronic offerings, and retraining their employees to
help students keep up with all the changes. Ten years ago, Yale
University spent $300,000 to access 10 electronic databases,
according to Ann Okerson, associate university librarian. In its most
recent fiscal year, Yale spent $5 million on 900 separate databases....

By Nov. 30:
PLA is seeking
preconference and
program proposals
for its 12th National
Conference, to be
held Mar. 25–29,
2008, in Minneapolis.
Contact: Linda
Bostrom, 800-545-
2433, ext. 5027.

By Dec. 1:
Joint Use Libraries:
An International
Conference seeks
abstracts for
speakers for the
June 19–21, 2007,
conference in
Manchester, United
Kingdom. Contact:
Professional
Briefings.

By Dec. 1:
The Acquisitions
Institute at
Timberline Lodge,
Oregon, seeks
abstracts for
presentations at the
May 19–22, 2007,
institute. Contact:
Richard Brumley.

By Dec. 8:
The Library Research
Round Table of ALA
seeks proposals for
two research forums
at the ALA Annual
Conference in
Washington, D.C.,
June 21–27, 2007.
Contact: John Bertot,
850-644-8118.

By Jan. 10:
ACRL seeks
proposals for
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discussions at the
ACRL National
Conference Mar.
29–Apr. 1, 2007, in
Baltimore. Contact:
Margot Sutton
Conahan, 312-280-
2522, or Tory
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Wall Street Journal, Oct. 21

Microsoft signs with book digitization partners
Kirtas Technologies, a maker of high-speed scanners and digitization
software, signed a deal Tuesday with Microsoft to scan works for its
Windows Live Book Search project. The Cornell University Library in
Ithaca, New York, also signed October 17 with Microsoft as a partner,
agreeing to let its collection be scanned. The project, when complete,
will make public domain works, as well as copyrighted material from
publishers who opt-in, freely available through Microsoft’s online web
application....
C|net News, Oct. 18

Whole lot of scanning going on
Andrew Pace writes: “I have to admit that ‘mass digitization’ is one of
those phrases that makes me laugh a little. It’s one I like to hear
people attempt after a couple of drinks in the conference hotel bar.
It’s what George Carlin would call ‘euphemistic language’ that softens
what is going on—a whole lot of scanning.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 20

Internet threatens traditional publishing
model
Publishers could be the internet piracy boom’s next
victims after the music industry, but the Web might also
be their salvation, the head of the International
Publishers Association says. Ana Maria Cabanellas,
speaking at the world’s biggest book fair in Frankfurt, Germany, said
the industry felt it was under attack from the internet search engine
Google and its drive to post the world’s books online....
Sydney (Australia) Morning Herald, Oct. 19

WebJunction receives Gates Foundation
grant
WebJunction, an online community for library staff to
share ideas, solve problems, and do online coursework,
has been awarded a Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
grant to enhance website usability and help it keep pace with a
growing audience and range of content. The $2-million grant will fund
critical development for one year, which will include a redesign to
improve organization and navigation, and the development of
improved search functions....
OCLC, Oct. 20

Charles Darwin archive launched
A combined effort of the University of Cambridge,
U.K., the Charles Darwin Trust, and other groups,
the Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online
currently contains over 50,000 searchable text
pages and 40,000 images, which is about half of
the material expected to be made available by
2009. Searching is by simple keyword, though you
can also browse lists of available publications and manuscripts....
ResearchBuzz, Oct. 19

Tennessee library presents Andrew

Ondrla, 312-280-
2515.
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ASIS&T seeks
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preconference
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Annual Meeting in
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Oct. 18–
25, 2007. The
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contributed posters
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due Feb. 25, 2007.
Contact: Richard Hill,
301-495-0900.
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Jackson exhibit
During the past year, Tennessee businessman and
collector William C. Cook donated his impressive
collection of rare President Andrew Jackson books and
imprints to the University of Tennessee libraries and
the Center for Jacksonian America. To celebrate this
significant donation, the library’s special collections
department is presenting an exhibit of materials from
the Cook Collection through Spring 2007....
University of Tennessee, Oct. 19

AUTOCAT needs a new home
AUTOCAT, a discussion list used by many catalogers, announced
October 20 that the University of Buffalo will no longer serve as host.
October 27 is the deadline for offers from new potential owners.
Included among the necessary technical requirements: “The hardware
should be powerful enough to handle the volume of messages without
getting bogged down. AUTOCAT averages around 25 posts per day
with a distribution of 4,600 subscribers, so we’re looking at a daily
traffic of about 115,000 messages.”...
David Bigwood, Catalogablog, Oct. 23

Blogging the COPA trial 
Rufus Griscom, founder and CEO of the popular erotica
website Nerve, is spending two weeks blogging the
ACLU vs. Gonzales trial, aka the Child Online
Protection Act case. Nerve, Salon.com, and other
plaintiffs backed by the American Civil Liberties Union
are suing over the 1998 act that could restrict
constiutionally protected material from being published
online—exposing website owners to fines or even jail
time. The Justice Department argues that it is easier to stop online
pornography at the source than to keep children from viewing it.
Warning: This blog contains “Gratuitous COPA-violating free nudity.”...

Rufus Griscom, Nerve blog, Oct. 24

A bookworm of unusual size
A black ball python slithered away from its cage in
Cohasset, Massachusetts and officials fear it may be
lurking in the town’s Paul Pratt Memorial Library. The
police chief went on Cohasset’s cable station this week
to calm nerves. The python, he promised, won’t put you
in a chokehold. Three-foot-long Fifti, which means
“snake” in Greek, pushed open her pen at Our World Museum just as
plans were being made to move her out. Some think the python
made its way to the library located in the same building....
Boston Herald, Oct. 20

West Kentucky University student group attempts
serials rescue
The WKU Student Government Association proposed a resolution
October 17 encouraging the university to increase inflationary funding
to library serials and periodicals. Previously, the University Senate
passed a resolution opposing a serials cut. “It’s encouraging when
faculty and students speak with one voice,” Faculty Regent Robert
Dietle said...
Bowling Green (Ky.) College Heights Herald, Oct. 19
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Lansing Celebrity Read posters feature
local leaders
The Lansing (Ill.) Public Library recently created a
series of Read posters featuring local community
figures, including library trustees, the police chief, the
fire chief, and Mayor Dan Podgorski. The images were
then posted to an online Flickr account, where they
received hundreds of hits and drew the attention of
local media....
Kelli Staley, 'Brary Web Diva blog, Oct. 14

Copyright law roundtable scheduled in Chicago (PDF
file)
The Section 108 Study Group is offering librarians a chance to
influence copyright law directly affecting libraries. Chicago will host a
January 31, 2007, public roundtable focused on exceptions in the
Copyright Act applicable to libraries and archives, particularly those
pertaining to the making and distribution of copies of copyrighted
works following a patron’s request, including concerns over digital
technology and interlibrary loan. Librarians can also submit comments
online....
Library of Congress, Section 108 Study Group

Be loyal, kind, and don’t steal movies
(PDF file)
The Motion Picture Association of America
announced October 20 a new education program in
conjunction with the Los Angeles Area Boy Scouts
of America. The curriculum (PDF file) is part of an
ongoing effort to educate kids about copyright
protection, and offers a chance for scouts to earn
the Respect Copyrights patch....
Motion Picture Association of America, Oct. 20

Book festivals continue to thrive
Less than half of the adult American population now read books that
can be defined as literary, the Census Bureau reported after a 2002
survey. Yet the number of book fairs appears to be growing, so
perhaps not everyone is eager to replace hard covers with hard drives
after all. “There are now 35 statewide celebrations, and that has gone
up tremendously in recent years,” said John Y. Cole, director of the
Center for the Book at the Library of Congress....
New York Times, Oct. 20

Finding a place to read 
Terry Caesar writes: “We read everywhere—in every room in the
house, under trees in our yards, in our offices, over in the library.
Waiting for the dentist, we read. Taking a train or a plane, we have a
magazine or a book in hand. . . . Lately, however, it’s seemed to me
that the place of reading has become harder to establish. The
ubiquitous video screens—in our dentist’s offices and our airplanes as
well as our homes—represent the problem. Why read when you can
look?”...
Inside Higher Ed, Oct. 19

We’re Google. So sue us
As Google has grown into the world’s most popular search engine
and, arguably, the most powerful internet company, it has become
entangled in scores of lawsuits touching on a wide range of legal
questions, including copyright violation, trademark infringement, and
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its method of ranking websites. As it rushes to create innovative new
services, Google sometimes operates in a way that almost seems to
invite legal scrutiny....
New York Times, Oct. 23

Is Google evil?
From the start, Google’s informal motto has been “Don’t Be Evil,” and
the company earned cred early on by going toe-to-toe with Microsoft
over desktop software and other issues. But make no mistake. Faced
with doing the right thing or doing what is in its best interests, Google
has almost always chosen expediency....
Mother Jones, Oct. 10

Librarians among the new tattooed
workforce
Colleen Harris doesn’t fit the stereotype of the buttoned-
up librarian. Her arms are covered with a pirate queen
motif and black scrolling designs, which extend down the
side of her body to her ankle. The 27-year-old—who has
multiple master’s degrees and a job at a University of
Kentucky library—feels no pressure to cover up....
Associated Press, Oct. 18

Looking for a search engine with
attitude? Meet Ms. Dewey
Let’s face it: Google is the world’s go-to
search engine. But if you’re looking for
something with a little more attitude, Ms.
Dewey can give you your daily dose of abuse.
She’s essentially an avatar that governs the search engine of the
same name, commenting on every search you make....
Gizmodo, Oct. 17

Prairie Home Companion parody not so funny 
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes about her ruffled feathers after hearing an
October 14 skit titled “Ruth Harrison, Reference Librarian” (4:08) on
NPR’s Prairie Home Companion: “In the skit, a very snooty and
regressive librarian was portrayed as she told a young male patron to
stop listening to an audio book on his iPod and read a ‘real book.’ She
then went toe-to-toe with a board member who came in saying that
they were getting an automated catalog, e-books, and a media
center. . . . I couldn’t find anything funny about it. Implicit to the
story is that fighting for the freedom to read is somehow at odds with
introducing technology to the library.”...
Sarah Houghton-Jan, Librarian in Black blog, Oct. 15

Teen Read Week gets its own music
video
“You don’t have to be a freak/You don’t have to
dress up chic/Grab a book and take a peek/During
Teen Read Week," goes one of the verses of this
short but punchy song by The anAACRonisms
(1:03). The band is one of several library-based musical groups
created by Brian Smith....
YouTube

“Library Smut” catches admiring eyes
Jaime Morrison writes: “Yesterday I came across a truly gorgeous
book of photographs by Candida Höfer titled Libraries, a title which
pretty much says it all, because that is just exactly what it is, one
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rich, sumptuous photo of a library interior after another. . . . See
below for 14 examples which I particularly liked, but keep in mind
these 500px-wide versions can’t really compete with the big, glossy,
real thing.”... 
Jaime Morrison, The Nonist blog, Aug. 23
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************

Results of the
October 18 poll:

Have you found the increased access to out-of-copyright books in the Google Books Library useful in your work?

YES............18%
NO..............82%

(60 responses)

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

For cumulated results and selected responses to AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************

Emory acquires Salman Rushdie papers
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/rushdie.htm
Emory University in Atlanta has acquired the papers of author Salman Rushdie. To be housed at Emory’s Woodruff 
Library, the collection contains Rushdie’s correspondence, notes, photographs, and manuscripts, including those for 
two early unpublished novels. It also includes Rushdie’s private journals detailing the 10 years he spent in hiding after 
being sentenced to death by Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhallah Khomeini in 1989 following his publication of The Satanic 
Verses....

Filter-savvy students barred from most of web
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/matanuska.htm
As of October 20, students of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District headquartered in Palmer, Alaska, are no 
longer able to retrieve websites on classroom or media-center computers unless the site ends in a .gov or .edu domain 
name, the site is a database whose content is licensed by the district, or the district has approved an educator’s request 
that the site be unblocked....

Thousands blog for British Library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/britishblog.htm
The One Day in History project, a single-day nationwide blog organized by Britain’s History Matters Campaign, as of 
October 20 has logged entries from 41,250 residents, including students at all 29,000 schools in the country. The 
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entries of October 17—chosen by the campaign as an “ordinary day much like any other of no particular national 
significance”—will be organized into a social history archive to be accessible to researchers and historians at the Web 
Archive in Modern British Collections of London’s British Library....

Colorado mother objects to eroticism article
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/coloradomom.htm
A Colorado mother of three has filed a complaint with the Rangeview Library objecting to an article in the Spanish-
language magazine Muy Interesante. Claudia Speak found pictures inside “of pornographic nature which included two 
couples engaging in sex, total frontal nudity of males and females, gay men in a sexual pose, a cartoon depicting oral 
sex, three nude women on stage in sexual pose . . . and more,” she wrote in a letter to the Brighton Standard Blade. 
The article explores sexuality between men and women, as well as humans and other species....

Arkansas trustees reconsider Basic Instinct
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/october2006a/basicinstinct.htm
A concerned patron of the Rogers (Ark.) Public Library has asked the board to remove the director’s cut of the 1992 
box-office hit Basic Instinct from the collection. At an October 17 meeting, Nieves Egelkraut likened the movie about 
a police detective’s sexual involvement with a murder suspect to pornography, the Benton County Daily Record 
reported October 18. She also expressed fear that teenagers would borrow it, although RPL Director Judy Casey 
explained that library policy enables parents to bar their minor children from checking out movies....

ALA NEWS
*******************************

Freedom to Read Foundation announces nominating committee
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=news&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=140986
The nominating committee for the FTRF April 2007 election is: Francis Buckley, Arlington, Virginia (chair); Anne 
Heanue, Alexandria, Virginia; and Candace Morgan, Portland, Oregon. Six positions on the 2007–2008 FTRF board of 
trustees will be filled in the election to be held April 2–May 1, 2007. The persons elected in the 2007 election will 
serve a two-year term on the board, beginning at the close of the 2007 conference....

More than 1,100 attend first Joint Conference of Librarians of Color
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/jclcwrap06.htm
Over 1,100 library staff, authors, and educators packed the Dallas Adams Mark Hotel from October 11–15 to discuss 
diversity issues that impact America’s libraries and their users during the first JCLC. The conference, themed 
“Gathering at the Waters: Embracing our Spirits, Telling our Stories,” covered such topics as minority recruitment, 
early and adult literacy, collection development, and delivery of service to communities of color....

Darfur Genocide resolution adopted
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/CouncilonDarfurgenocide.htm
The ALA Council has adopted a resolution (.doc file) urging the profession-at-large and ALA units to highlight 
information about genocide in the Darfur region of the Sudan. The ALA urges the profession to highlight and explain 
the Darfur genocide through collections, programs, displays, resource guides, and other suitable library resources....

ALA receives $2.6 million Gates Foundation grant
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/GatesFoundationgrant.htm
ALA today announced it will develop and oversee a multi-year study assessing the extent of internet access, as well as 
the impact of funding changes on connectivity and sustainability of computer services in public libraries, as part of a 
$2.6-million grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.... 
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Booklist Online 
*******************************

Featured review: Reference
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1782552
Marshall, Stephen A. Insects: Their Natural History and Diversity. Oct. 2006. 720p. Firefly, hardcover. (1-55297-900-
8).
Insects, comprising more than 80 percent of the approximately 1.5 million animal species that have been formally 
identified by scientists, play a significant role in our everyday lives. Honeybees pollinate crops; mosquitoes are both a 
nuisance and potential carrier of disease; cockroaches are unwelcome house guests; butterflies delight children. Written 
at a level accessible to college students in introductory biology courses as well as motivated laypeople by an 
entomologist with more than 20 years’ experience as a teacher, this guide focuses on families of northeastern North 
American insects....

A truly heartbreaking work
http://blog.booklistonline.com/2006/10/16/a-truly-heartbreaking-work/
Keir Graff writes: “So, on Saturday night, I finished reading What Is the What: The Autobiography of Valentino Achak 
Deng, by Dave Eggers. . . .Eggers’s book tells the story of Valentino Achak Deng, a Sudanese man who was one of the 
so-called ‘Lost Boys of Sudan.’ He was a young boy when the murahaleen, Muslim militias armed by the government 
in Khartoum, burned his mostly Christian village. Fleeing the attack, he was separated from his family and then 
became one of many orphan boys (and some girls) making long, dangerous treks in search of safety.”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 16

SEATTLE UPDATE
*******************************

Midwinter Advocacy Institute registration opens
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=news&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=141088
The Advocacy Institute will take place on Friday, January 19, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. This three-part program 
consists of message development and coalition-building techniques; a lunchtime panel discussion on nurturing 
advocates through school, young adult, and academic levels; and afternoon breakout sessions on topics including 
increasing library funding, maintaining budgets, and crisis communications....

Boldly go where no librarian has gone before
http://www.sfhomeworld.org/index.asp
It’s almost Halloween and soon miniature monsters will be lining up at your door demanding candy. This may inspire 
some of you earthlings to plan a visit to Seattle’s Science Fiction Museum and Hall of Fame. Check out the exhibit on 
“The Changing Face of Mars,” and ogle the rare collection of spacedocks, spacesuits, and weapons—from Jedi 
lightsabers to Klingon daggers....
Science Fiction Museum and Hall of Fame

DIVISION NEWS
*******************************

Daniel H. Pink to kick off AASL national conference
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=emiert&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=140973
Daniel H. Pink, a best-selling author, technology writer, and business consultant, will keynote the AASL’s 13th 
National Conference and Exhibition, “The Future Begins @ your library,” October 25–29 in Reno, Nevada.  Pink will 
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open the conference and address thousands of school library media specialists, support staff, library vendors, authors, 
and exhibitors during the opening general session on October 25....

AASL’s sold-out forum addressed student assessment
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/AASLFallForum.htm
“Assessing Student Learning in the School Library Media Center” was the theme of the sold-out AASL Fall Forum 
held in Warwick, Rhode Island, October 13–15.  Over 500 participants from around the country explored the role of 
school library media specialists in assessment of student learning during the focused one-and-a-half day institute....

Report on future of higher education now available
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/HigherEducationFuturesRe.htm
ACRL, as a member of the Council of Higher Education Management Associations, recently participated in a survey 
conducted by CHEMA and the EDUCAUSE Center for Applied Research. Through this survey, titled The Future of 
Higher Education: A View from CHEMA (PDF file), CHEMA wanted to identify the forces for change and to 
understand their potential implications for higher education over the next 10 years....

LAMA launches first digital download
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/GrowingLeadersWithin.htm
LAMA’s first digital download monograph, “Growing Leaders from Within: A Practical Guide for Recognizing and 
Developing Leadership Skills in the Library,” is now available. The publication compiles presentations from Human 
Resource Section programs addressing the crisis of leadership succession anticipated with the onset of baby boomer 
retirements....

Children’s librarians recommend books for the holidays
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=news&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=141117
ALSC has created a list of new books recommended for holiday gift-giving, as well as reading about the holidays 
themselves. The guide features titles suitable for readers from preschool age through 8th grade and includes picture 
books, novels, fiction, and nonfiction. Children’s librarians and educators on the ALSC Quicklists Consulting 
Committee compiled the lists....

ALSC adds to Kids! @ your library campaign tool kit
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/october2006/ALSCKidstoolkit.htm
The ALSC Kids! @ your library campaign website has added to its extensive online tool kit. The latest materials 
include camera-ready, customizable items libraries can use to hold bookmark contests and scavenger hunts, 
downloadable games, puzzles, a list of Top Ten Things for Kids to Do @ your library that can be downloaded and 
distributed throughout the community, and more....

Bill Harley performs free family concert
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/KidsCalendar.htm
ALSC launches the Kids! @ your library campaign to the public and media November 12 at Boston Public Library to 
help the library kick off Children’s Book Week. Singer and storyteller Bill Harley will perform a family concert at 2 
p.m. in the Rabb Lecture Hall. After the concert, Harley will sell and sign copies of his new book, The Amazing Flight 
of Darius Frobisher, holiday favorite Dear Santa, and his award-winning CDs....

Awards
*******************************

Public Printer announces library of the year (PDF file)
http://www.gpo.gov/news/2006/06news31.pdf
The U.S. Government Printing Office has selected Benton Harbor (Mich.) Public Library as the 2006 Federal 
Depository Library of the Year. Public Printer Bruce James presented the award to library officials October 22 at the 
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annual Federal Depository Libraries fall conference. Benton Harbor is an economically challenged area and used 
limited funds to ensure federal government resources are used to their full potential....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 23

Deadline approaches for student Legislative Day contest
http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/nlld/nlld2007contest.htm
October 29 is the final day for students to enter the National Library Legislative Day 2007 Student Contest. The 
student who submits the winning theme idea and logo for the annual event will win free airfare and lodging for the 
33rd Annual National Library Legislative Day, which will be held in the nation’s capital May 1–2.... 

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************

Librarian champion of black history dies
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-clayton21oct21,0,6930729.story?coll=la-home-local
For four decades librarian Mayme Clayton prowled garage sales, flea markets, attics, used bookstores, even dumps, 
rescuing thousands of rare and unusual books, movies, sound recordings, and more, much of it dating to the slavery 
era. With limited funds but boundless determination, she amassed what experts today regard as a valuable and eclectic 
collection of black Americana. A bit of an eccentric, Clayton piled her treasures in the garage behind her humble 
California home....
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 21

E-rate filing window opens November 14
http://eschoolnews.com/news/PFshowstory.cfm?ArticleID=6660
Schools and libraries hoping to receive funding next year under the $2.25 billion-a-year e-rate will have from 
November 14 to February 7 to submit their applications. The Federal Communications Commission announced the 
dates of the filing window October 19, the same day it released its annual Eligible Services List, the official roster of 
technologies and services that qualify for e-rate discounts....
E-school News, Oct. 25

6-year-old chosen as library’s volunteer of the year
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/today/s_475506.html
About 15 minutes before pajama storytime, 6-year-old Benjamin Holmes couldn’t seem to focus on anything but his 
preparation duties as a volunteer with the Bethel Park (Pa.) Public Library. Ben stood out because of his age and the 
fact that he was so worried that starting first grade and attending a full day of classes would cut into his volunteer time 
at the library....
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Oct. 19

Student numbers result in extended hours at Chicago main library
http://suntimes.com/news/metro/98126,CST-NWS-library16.article
Under an expansion plan tied to Mayor Daley’s 2007 budget, the Harold Washington Library Center branch of the 
Chicago Public Library will open four evenings a week to accommodate the Loop’s growing student population, at a 
cost of $188,000 for eight more hours a week. Also, after nearly three years of planning, Chicago is preparing to debut 
“Find it Chicago,” an $11-million integrated library system described as being similar to Amazon.com....
Chicago Sun-Times, Oct. 16

Increasingly, libraries are the place to learn English
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/10/19/increasingly_libraries_are_the_place_to_learn_english/
The Milford (Mass.) Town Library is one of many libraries around Boston’s western suburbs and the country that have 
taken on a new mission—teaching immigrants English. The growth in ESL offerings at libraries in response to a 
growing demand over the past 15 to 20 years—and a concurrent decline in traditional adult literacy programs—is a 
nationwide trend....
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Boston Globe, Oct. 19

Cincinnati Law Library presented with 60,000 books
http://news.communitypress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061019/NEWS01/610190360/1074/Local
Sixty thousand volumes delivered by three semi-tractor trailer trucks recently changed the face of the University of 
Cincinnati Robert S. Marx Law Library thanks to the generosity of former Indian Hill resident Alfred K. Nippert Jr. 
Virginia Thomas, director of the UC Law Library, observed, “Mr. Nippert’s gift is roughly half the size of the entire 
Law Library when he was a student here.”...
Cincinnati Community Press and Recorder, Oct. 19

University of Minnesota acquires poet Robert Bly’s archives
http://wcco.com/local/local_story_293073124.html
The University of Minnesota has acquired the archives of internationally known poet and social critic Robert Bly. The 
university said October 19 it paid him $775,000, using a combination of school funds and contributions from about 70 
private donors. One of them was Garrison Keillor, author and host of public radio’s “A Prairie Home Companion.” The 
archives will be housed in the Elmer L. Andersen Library, and will be open for all to see, and will be put online....
WCCO Minneapolis–St. Paul, Oct. 20

New school library has everything—except books
http://www.the-signal.com/?module=displaystory&story_id=33609&format=html
Students at Oak Hills Elementary School in Valencia, California, are able to enjoy all the state-of-the-art classrooms 
and educational facilities that one would expect from a newly constructed school. But when students visit the school’s 
library with their class each week, it’s clear that there is one crucial element missing. There aren’t enough books. In 
fact, there is such a shortage that the majority of the library’s shelves and racks remain empty, forcing students to 
cycle through the limited selection....
The Signal, Oct. 20

New Jersey staff upset over Whore
http://www.nj.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-7/1161231002323380.xml?times?ngx&coll=5
Whore, written by Tanika Lynch, is a book that falls under the Trenton Public Library’s classification of “urban 
literature” and tells the story of a young mother of two who works the streets of Detroit as a prostitute. Library staff 
are accusing Nathan Linowitz, the institution’s accountant, of censoring their selection of Whore, alleging that copies 
of the book were not purchased because he objected to the title....
Trenton (N.J.) Times, Oct. 19

TECH TALK
*******************************

MacArthur invests $50 million in digital learning
http://eschoolnews.com/news/PFshowstory.cfm?ArticleID=6654
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation announced October 19 plans to donate $50 million to study the 
impact of digital media on student learning. Officials said the five-year project will fund research and innovations 
designed to explore the impact of digital media on youth culture and to investigate how a myriad of new-media 
technologies can be used to help students learn....
E-School News, Oct. 20

College libraries prioritizing technology over books (subscription required)
http://users1.wsj.com/lmda/do/checkLogin?mg=wsj-
users1&url=http%3A//online.wsj.com/article/SB116140136138599875.html?mod=todays_us_nonsub_page_one
As journals digitize and projects undertaken by Google Inc. and others promise to put more material online, big 
research libraries are moving old printed volumes into off-site storage facilities, rapidly increasing their electronic 
offerings, and retraining their employees to help students keep up with all the changes. Ten years ago, Yale University 



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/october/102506_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 1:01:02 PM]

spent $300,000 to access 10 electronic databases, according to Ann Okerson, associate university librarian. In its most 
recent fiscal year, Yale spent $5 million on 900 separate databases....
Wall Street Journal, Oct. 21

Microsoft signs with book digitization partners
http://news.com.com/Microsoft+to+catch+up+on+its+reading/2100-1032_3-6127081.html
Kirtas Technologies, a maker of high-speed scanners and digitization software, signed a deal Tuesday with Microsoft 
to scan works for its Windows Live Book Search project. The Cornell University Library in Ithaca, New York, also 
signed October 17 with Microsoft as a partner, agreeing to let its collection be scanned. The project, when complete, 
will make public domain works, as well as copyrighted material from publishers who opt-in, freely available through 
Microsoft’s online web application....
C|net News, Oct. 18

Whole lot of scanning going on
http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=whole_lot_of_scanning_going_on&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1
Andrew Pace writes: “I have to admit that ‘mass digitization’ is one of those phrases that makes me laugh a little. It’s 
one I like to hear people attempt after a couple of drinks in the conference hotel bar. It’s what George Carlin would 
call ‘euphemistic language’ that softens what is going on—a whole lot of scanning.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 20

Internet threatens traditional publishing model
http://www.smh.com.au/news/technology/under-attack/2006/10/17/1160850936846.html
Publishers could be the internet piracy boom’s next victims after the music industry, but the Web might also be their 
salvation, the head of the International Publishers Association says. Ana Maria Cabanellas, speaking at the world’s 
biggest book fair in Frankfurt, Germany, said the industry felt it was under attack from the internet search engine 
Google and its drive to post the world’s books online....
Sydney (Australia) Morning Herald, Oct. 19

WebJunction receives Gates Foundation grant
http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200639.htm
WebJunction, an online community for library staff to share ideas, solve problems, and do online coursework, has been 
awarded a Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation grant to enhance website usability and help it keep pace with a growing 
audience and range of content. The $2-million grant will fund critical development for one year, which will include a 
redesign to improve organization and navigation, and the development of improved search functions....
OCLC, Oct. 20

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************

Charles Darwin archive launched
http://www.researchbuzz.org/wp/2006/10/19/charles-darwin-archive-launched/
A combined effort of the University of Cambridge, U.K., the Charles Darwin Trust, and other groups, the Complete 
Work of Charles Darwin Online currently contains over 50,000 searchable text pages and 40,000 images, which is 
about half of the material expected to be made available by 2009. Searching is by simple keyword, though you can also 
browse lists of available publications and manuscripts....
ResearchBuzz, Oct. 19

Tennessee library presents Andrew Jackson exhibit
http://www.lib.utk.edu/news/archives/exhibits/001455.html
During the past year, Tennessee businessman and collector William C. Cook donated his impressive collection of rare 
President Andrew Jackson books and imprints to the University of Tennessee libraries and the Center for Jacksonian 
America. To celebrate this significant donation, the library’s special collections department is presenting an exhibit of 
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materials from the Cook Collection through Spring 2007....
University of Tennessee, Oct. 19

AUTOCAT needs a new home
http://catalogablog.blogspot.com/2006/10/changes-at-autocat.html
AUTOCAT, a discussion list used by many catalogers, announced October 20 that the University of Buffalo will no 
longer serve as host. October 27 is the deadline for offers from new potential owners. Included among the necessary 
technical requirements: “The hardware should be powerful enough to handle the volume of messages without getting 
bogged down. AUTOCAT averages around 25 posts per day with a distribution of 4,600 subscribers, so we’re looking 
at a daily traffic of about 115,000 messages.”...
David Bigwood, Catalogablog, Oct. 23

Blogging the COPA trial
http://nerve.com/nerveblog/nervecopa.aspx?id=121e7067#7067
Rufus Griscom, founder and CEO of the popular erotica website Nerve, is spending two weeks blogging the ACLU vs. 
Gonzales trial, aka the Child Online Protection Act case. Nerve, Salon.com, and other plaintiffs backed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union are suing over the 1998 act that could restrict constiutionally protected material from 
being published online—exposing website owners to fines or even jail time. The Justice Department argues that it is 
easier to stop online pornography at the source than to keep children from viewing it. Warning: This blog contains 
“Gratuitous COPA-violating free nudity.”...
Rufus Griscom, Nerve blog, Oct. 24

A bookworm of unusual size
http://news.bostonherald.com/localRegional/view.bg?articleid=163133
A black ball python slithered away from its cage in Cohasset, Massachusetts and officials fear it may be lurking in the 
town’s Paul Pratt Memorial Library. The police chief went on Cohasset’s cable station this week to calm nerves. The 
python, he promised, won’t put you in a chokehold. Three-foot-long Fifti, which means “snake” in Greek, pushed 
open her pen at Our World Museum just as plans were being made to move her out. Some think the python made its 
way to the library located in the same building....
Boston Herald, Oct. 20

West Kentucky University student group attempts serials rescue
http://www.wkuherald.com/media/storage/paper603/news/2006/10/19/News/Sga-Pushes.Funding.For.Library.Serials-
2376214.shtml?norewrite200610201227&sourcedomain=www.wkuherald.com
The WKU Student Government Association proposed a resolution October 17 encouraging the university to increase 
inflationary funding to library serials and periodicals. Previously, the University Senate passed a resolution opposing a 
serials cut. “It’s encouraging when faculty and students speak with one voice,” Faculty Regent Robert Dietle said...
Bowling Green (Ky.) College Heights Herald, Oct. 19

Lansing Celebrity Read posters feature local leaders
http://www.kellistaley.com/2006/10/flickr-photos-on-fire.html
The Lansing (Ill.) Public Library recently created a series of Read posters featuring local community figures, including 
library trustees, the police chief, the fire chief, and Mayor Dan Podgorski. The images were then posted to an online 
Flickr account, where they received hundreds of hits and drew the attention of local media....
Kelli Staley, 'Brary Web Diva blog, Oct. 14

Copyright law roundtable scheduled in Chicago (PDF file)
http://www.loc.gov/section108/docs/SavetheDate_FINAL.pdf
The Section 108 Study Group is offering librarians a chance to influence copyright law directly affecting libraries. 
Chicago will host a January 31, 2007, public roundtable focused on exceptions in the Copyright Act applicable to 
libraries and archives, particularly those pertaining to the making and distribution of copies of copyrighted works 
following a patron’s request, including concerns over digital technology and interlibrary loan. Librarians can also 
submit comments online....
Library of Congress, Section 108 Study Group
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Be loyal, kind, and don’t steal movies (PDF file)
http://www.mpaa.org/press_releases/boy%20scouts%20press%20release.pdf
The Motion Picture Association of America announced October 20 a new education program in conjunction with the 
Los Angeles Area Boy Scouts of America. The curriculum (PDF file) is part of an ongoing effort to educate kids about 
copyright protection, and offers a chance for scouts to earn the Respect Copyrights patch....
Motion Picture Association of America, Oct. 20

Book festivals continue to thrive
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/20/travel/escapes/20ahead.html?_r=2&ref=travel&oref=slogin&oref=slogin
Less than half of the adult American population now read books that can be defined as literary, the Census Bureau 
reported after a 2002 survey. Yet the number of book fairs appears to be growing, so perhaps not everyone is eager to 
replace hard covers with hard drives after all. “There are now 35 statewide celebrations, and that has gone up 
tremendously in recent years,” said John Y. Cole, director of the Center for the Book at the Library of Congress....
New York Times, Oct. 20

Finding a place to read
http://insidehighered.com/views/2006/10/19/caesar
Terry Caesar writes: “We read everywhere—in every room in the house, under trees in our yards, in our offices, over 
in the library. Waiting for the dentist, we read. Taking a train or a plane, we have a magazine or a book in hand. . . . 
Lately, however, it’s seemed to me that the place of reading has become harder to establish. The ubiquitous video 
screens—in our dentist’s offices and our airplanes as well as our homes—represent the problem. Why read when you 
can look?”...
Inside Higher Ed, Oct. 19

We’re Google. So sue us
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/23/technology/23google.html
As Google has grown into the world’s most popular search engine and, arguably, the most powerful internet company, 
it has become entangled in scores of lawsuits touching on a wide range of legal questions, including copyright 
violation, trademark infringement, and its method of ranking websites. As it rushes to create innovative new services, 
Google sometimes operates in a way that almost seems to invite legal scrutiny....
New York Times, Oct. 23

Is Google evil?
http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2006/11/google.html
From the start, Google’s informal motto has been “Don’t Be Evil,” and the company earned cred early on by going 
toe-to-toe with Microsoft over desktop software and other issues. But make no mistake. Faced with doing the right 
thing or doing what is in its best interests, Google has almost always chosen expediency....
Mother Jones, Oct. 10

Librarians among the new tattooed workforce
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15318682/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15318682/
Colleen Harris doesn’t fit the stereotype of the buttoned-up librarian. Her arms are covered with a pirate queen motif 
and black scrolling designs, which extend down the side of her body to her ankle. The 27-year-old—who has multiple 
master’s degrees and a job at a University of Kentucky library—feels no pressure to cover up....
Associated Press, Oct. 18

Looking for a search engine with attitude? Meet Ms. Dewey
http://www.gizmodo.com/gadgets/ms/ms-dewey-the-search-engine-that-reprimands-your-searches-208229.php
Let’s face it: Google is the world’s go-to search engine. But if you’re looking for something with a little more attitude, 
Ms. Dewey can give you your daily dose of abuse. She’s essentially an avatar that governs the search engine of the 
same name, commenting on every search you make....
Gizmodo, Oct. 17
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Prairie Home Companion parody not so funny
http://librarianinblack.typepad.com/librarianinblack/2006/10/adventures_of_a.html
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes about her ruffled feathers after hearing an October 14 skit titled “Ruth Harrison, Reference 
Librarian” (4:08) on NPR’s Prairie Home Companion: “In the skit, a very snooty and regressive librarian was 
portrayed as she told a young male patron to stop listening to an audio book on his iPod and read a ‘real book.’ She 
then went toe-to-toe with a board member who came in saying that they were getting an automated catalog, e-books, 
and a media center. . . . I couldn’t find anything funny about it. Implicit to the story is that fighting for the freedom to 
read is somehow at odds with introducing technology to the library.”...
Sarah Houghton-Jan, Librarian in Black blog, Oct. 15

Teen Read Week gets its own music video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YioDvYrNX78
“You don’t have to be a freak/You don’t have to dress up chic/Grab a book and take a peek/During Teen Read Week," 
goes one of the verses of this short but punchy song by The anAACRonisms (1:03). The band is one of several library-
based musical groups created by Brian Smith....
YouTube

“Library Smut” catches admiring eyes
http://thenonist.com/index.php/thenonist/permalink/hot_library_smut/
Jaime Morrison writes: “Yesterday I came across a truly gorgeous book of photographs by Candida Höfer titled 
Libraries, a title which pretty much says it all, because that is just exactly what it is, one rich, sumptuous photo of a 
library interior after another. . . . See below for 14 examples which I particularly liked, but keep in mind these 500px-
wide versions can’t really compete with the big, glossy, real thing.”...
Jaime Morrison, The Nonist blog, Aug. 23
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