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NARA releases document reclassification
audit
According to an audit conducted by the National Archives and
Records Administration, more than one-third of some 25,000
documents withdrawn from public availability by U.S.
intelligence and security agencies since 1999 did not contain
any classified information affecting national security....

Morgan Library to reopen after $106-million
expansion
The Pierpont Morgan Library in New York reopened April 29
after a three-year, $106-million expansion designed by
Pritzker Prize–winning architect Renzo Piano....

Harry Potter faces the challenge
from Georgia
The latest in a succession of challenges to the
wildly popular Harry Potter series is taking
place in the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public
Schools, where school board members held a
hearing April 20 about whether the novels
should be removed from the shelves of the
suburban Atlanta system’s media centers....

Design firm files suit over Indianapolis library
Less than a week after the Indianapolis–Marion County Public
Library board fired the original firm hired to design and
implement the library’s expansion project, the architects
have sued the library for breach of contract....

Columbus teen sentenced for library crash
A youth who pleaded guilty to stealing a Cadillac that crashed
into the Livingston branch of the Columbus (Ohio)
Metropolitan Library in February was sentenced April 27 to at
least one year in juvenile prison and 120 hours of community
service....

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28. Don’t
forget the Library

Support Staff
Conference within a
Conference, June 24–

25.

Use the ALA
Legislative Action

Center to contact your
representatives and
ask them to support

libraries by protecting
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Loriene Roy elected ALA
president for 2007–2008
Loriene Roy, professor at the University of
Texas at Austin’s School of Information,
has been elected ALA president for the
2007–2008 term. Roy won over William
Crowe, director of the Kenneth Spencer
Research Library at the University of
Kansas....

Members approve dues increase
ALA members have endorsed a proposal to increase personal
membership dues. As of September 2006, ALA regular
members will pay $10 more per year over a three-year
period. “This is a vote of confidence in the work of the
Association and the goals of ALA Ahead to 2010,” said ALA
President Michael Gorman....

ALA Councilors elected
Thirty-three members have been elected to ALA Council for
three-year terms. Eight other Councilors also have been
elected for 2006–2009. View the full list of names on the
ALA website....

Wood, Sancton, and Cooper
headline Auditorium Speaker
Series
Room to Read’s John Wood will kick off the
Annual Conference series Saturday, June 24,
at 8:30 a.m. Later on Saturday,
author/musician Tom Sancton (right) and his
jazz ensemble will present a visual, literary,
and musical journey back to 1950s and 1960s
New Orleans. Journalist Anderson Cooper will keynote the
Public Library Association President’s Program and Awards
Presentation Monday, June 26, at 5 p.m....

Starr to discuss “Reading: The Essential Skill”
Noted scholar and librarian Kevin Starr will discuss the
enduring importance of reading and literacy at the ALA
President’s Program in New Orleans, June 25, from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. The author of numerous newspaper and magazine
articles, Starr has written 10 books, seven of which are part
of his “Americans and the California Dream” series....

Gorman to host forum on international library
education at Annual Conference
ALA President Michael Gorman will convene a half-day Forum
on International Library Education Friday, June 23, from 2 to
5 p.m. A distinguished faculty of library educators from Latin
America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and North America will present
papers and lead panel discussions exploring issues in library
education in the international arena....

Step up to the plate @
your library
ALA and the National Baseball Hall
of Fame and Museum officially

network neutrality.

Check out the new
ALA Editions

Spring-Summer
2006 catalog for
new publications

(PDF file).

What do
YOU think?
Will the Library of
Congress’ decision
to cease creating
series authority

records affect your
library’s technical
or public service

capability?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
April 26 poll:

On April 11, the
Library of Congress

picked 50 recordings
to add to its National
Recording Registry.
Which one or two

recordings would you
have picked?

The Beatles and Frank
Zappa were chosen
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launched an initiative April 28
entitled Step Up to the Plate @
your library®. The national
program, which was unveiled at
the St. Louis Public Library and Busch Stadium, is designed
to encourage fans of all ages to test their knowledge of
baseball trivia while improving their literacy skills....

Poets Laureate and award-winning
authors are scheduled for ALA
Annual Conference
Gail Godwin (right), William Henry Lewis,
Brenda Marie Osbey, Robert Pinsky, Susan
Straight, and others will read from their works
on the LIVE! @ your library Reading Stage at
the upcoming ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans, June 22–28....

Abstracts of poster sessions available
Plan now to visit with poster session presenters at ALA
Annual Conference in New Orleans, and choose among such
topics as the incredibly shrinking ready reference collection,
engaging students in the game of research, how to benefit
from international exchanges, and wikis for reference
services....

Adult and family literacy is
theme for 2006 Diversity Fair
This year, the ALA Diversity Fair will
initiate a pilot strategy of showcasing a
range of programs with a common
theme, adult and family literacy services
in libraries. The Ninth Annual Diversity Fair will take place on
Saturday, June 24, from 3 to 5 p.m., during ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans....

First class of certification applicants
approved
The Certified Public Library Administrator Program now has
16 candidates for certification. The CPLA Certification Review
Committee approved them on National Library Workers Day,
April 4....

Daniel Bradbury to serve as Endowment
trustee
Daniel J. Bradbury, vice president of Gossage Sager
Associates, has been elected to serve as ALA’s newest
Endowment Trustee. The Executive Board made the selection
during its 2006 spring meeting....

 

twice; classic blues
and jazz recordings

were favored, as well
as historical speeches

and newscasts.

(36 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected

responses to all AL
Direct polls, visit the
AL Online website.

ALSC will officially
launch its Kids! @
your library public
awareness campaign
in New Orleans with a
special program on
Sunday, June 25,

10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.

 

GEOLOGY
LIBRARIAN, 

L. S. Youngblood
Energy (Geology)

Library, University of
Oklahoma, Norman.

Duties include
providing reference
services and library

instruction for
undergraduate and
graduate students,
faculty, and staff as
well as professional
practicing geologists

and geophysicists. The
position is an endowed

http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/PoetsLaureateatAnnual.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/PoetsLaureateatAnnual.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/PoetsLaureateatAnnual.htm
http://www.lib.jmu.edu/org/ala/abstracts/#TOC
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/2006DiversityFair.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/2006DiversityFair.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Firstclasscertification.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Firstclasscertification.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BradburyEndowmentTrustee.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BradburyEndowmentTrustee.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/KidsProgram.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/KidsProgram.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/KidsProgram.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/universityofoklahoma4.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/universityofoklahoma4.htm


AL Direct, May 3, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/may/050306.htm[7/17/2014 11:50:43 AM]

 

The year’s best crime
novels
The new guys and gals on the
crime block aren’t limiting
themselves to accepted
formulas. Rather, they
encompass a wide range of
subgenres, taking familiar styles in unexpected
directions—from a decidedly dark-hued legal thriller
to a pair of outdoor mysteries starring game-
warden sleuths, a comic crime novel about a fallen
WASP, two small-town cop dramas in which remote
locations become fully developed characters in the
action, a felt-topped gambling thriller, an offbeat
literary detective novel, and finally, a corruption-
drenched Italian procedural that blends historical
detail with contemporary cynicism....

A hard-boiled
gazetteer to Italy
Booklist Editor Bill Ott takes
a look at how Italy stacks up
as a hard-boiled setting.
From larcenous medieval
popes through feuding Mafia families and on to the
legions of crooked politicians and power-hungry
bureaucrats who keep the trains from running in
contemporary Italy, the landscape of corruption is
as much a fabric of Italian life as extra virgin olive
oil....

Many conference-goers volunteer to help
rebuild New Orleans libraries
750 attendees have signed up to participate in the Libraries
Build Communities projects to help rebuild libraries and the
communities in and around New Orleans on Friday, June 23,
and Tuesday, June 27. With support from Highsmith Inc. and
Bretford, the Children’s Resource Center, which is a branch of
the New Orleans Public Library, will receive an extreme
makeover of its interior....

A weekend of reunion and rebirth
One result of Hurricane Katrina has been a renewed interest
worldwide in music from New Orleans. Although Jazzfest does
not compile attendance figures until after the festival ends, it
was clearly well attended, with more than 100,000 tickets
sold in advance for its six days. Sets by headliners had
sprawling and tightly packed audiences....

chair....

See American Libraries

HOT JOBS ONLINE
for more career
opportunities.

Reading for Relief
at PLA Conference

a success! 
More than 150

librarians,
publishers, and

exhibitors enjoyed
an evening with
eleven authors

reading from their
works at the PLA
Conference March
22 to raise $4,000

for the ALA’s
Hurricane Relief

Fund.
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Stories inside include:
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Librarianship
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New York Times, May 1

New Orleans Jazz Festival: Video clips and
commentary
“Jazz Fest 2006 [is] the great New Orleans homecoming.
Anybody who comes to this year’s festival will bear witness
to the healing power of music.”—Quint Davis, Festival
Director....
MSN.music

Star-studded lineup to examine city’s cultural
recovery
First Lady Laura Bush, NBC news anchorman Brian Williams,
and New Orleans native and jazz legend Ellis Marsalis will
join artists, educators, chefs, writers, and other cultural
leaders May 30 through June 1 at Tulane University for a
conference that will examine the role New Orleans’ cultural
legacy will play in the recovery from Hurricane Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 1

Audubon Aquarium to reopen May 26
After recovering from the loss of thousands of animals to
Hurricane Katrina, the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
will reopen May 26. The riverfront attraction spent millions on
repairs in the past eight months. Most of its animal collection
has been replaced through donations and collecting efforts by
the aquarium’s animal staff....
New Orleans City Business, May 1

627 restaurants open
Many New Orleans restaurants are operating with reduced
hours and shorter menus than before the storm. Eighteen
major new restaurants have opened in the metro area since
last September. That would be an impressive number even in
a normal year—let alone this one....
New Orleans Menu, May 1

New Orleans strives to revive tourism
New Orleans has lost 31 conventions since Hurricane Katrina
tore through, and officials are battling to attract tourists and
make up lost revenue. Unless other visitors come in their
place, some of the more than 1,500 restaurants, hotels,
event halls, and Bourbon Street nightclubs may have to close
their doors. More than a third of New Orleans’s 86,000
tourism jobs already have disappeared in Katrina’s wake....
Bloomberg, Apr. 27

Floods killed the fire ants
Finally, a silver lining in all of that salt water that flooded
parts of Louisiana during hurricanes Katrina and Rita—a lot of
pesky fire ants died. The ants apparently don’t mix well with
salt water....
WDSU-TV, May 1

ACRL National Conference
proposals deadline is May 10
The deadline for contributed paper,

The Continuing Library
Education Network and
Exchange Round Table
seeks volunteers and
presenters for “Good
CLENE Fun: Using

Interactive Games to
Energize Meetings

and Training,”
Saturday, June 24,

1:30–3:30 p.m.
Contact Jasmine

Posey, 203-622-7941.

International
Events

July 10–14:
17th Standing
Conference of
Eastern, Central,
and Southern
African Library
and Information
Professionals,
Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania.
“Libraries as a
Bridge to an
Information and
Knowledge Society
in Eastern, Central,
and Southern
Africa.” Contact:
SCECSAL XVII.

July 19–24:
Hong Kong Book
Fair, Hong Kong,
China. Contact:
Hong Kong Trade
Development
Council.

Aug. 20–24:
International
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panel session, preconference, and
workshop proposals for ACRL’s 13th
National Conference is Wednesday, May
10. The conference will be held in Baltimore, March 29–April
1, 2007....

ACRL endorses Federal Research 
Public Access Act
ACRL has endorsed the Federal Research Public Access Act of
2006, introduced into the U.S. Senate by Sens. John Cornyn
(R-Tex.) and Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.). This legislation would
require that federally funded research appearing in peer-
reviewed journals be made openly accessible in digital
repositories within six months of publication....

181 libraries selected to
host Great Stories CLUB
book discussion
The ALA Public Programs Office and YALSA have selected 181
libraries to host the Great Stories CLUB (Connecting
Libraries, Underserved teens, and Books), a book discussion
program targeting troubled teens. In October 2005, ALA
received an Oprah’s Angel Network Book Club Award of
$50,000 to provide funding for this program....

RUSA President’s Program
will be “What You'll Read
Next: The Buzz of Books”
RUSA will offer the inside scoop on how
literary sensations are created at its
President’s Program, “What You’ll Read
Next: The Buzz of Books,” on June 26,
1:30–3:30 p.m., during ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans....

ASCLA President’s Program
tackles “Retirement Exodus” of
librarians
ASCLA will tackle the issues surrounding the
impending retirement of a generation of
librarians at its President’s Program, keynoted
by William Rothwell (right), titled “Retirement
Exodus: Are You and Your Library
Organization Ready?” on June 25, 8 a.m. to noon, during
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans....

Lackie receives 2006 Haycock award
Robert Lackie, instruction and reference librarian at Rider
University in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, is the 2006 recipient
of the Ken Haycock Award for Promoting Librarianship. The
award, given annually to honor an individual for contributing
significantly to the public recognition and appreciation of

Federation of
Library
Associations and
Institutions, 72nd
General
Conference and
Council, Seoul,
Korea. “Libraries:
Dynamic Engines
for the Knowledge
and Information
Society.” Contact:
IFLA.

Aug. 22–25:
Tilburg
Innovation
Centre for
Electronic
Resources,
Tilburg University,
The Netherlands.
“Digital Libraries a
la Carte: New
Choices for the
Future.” Contact:
TICER.

Oct. 8–11:
LIANZA
Conference 2006,
Wellington, New
Zealand. “Next
Generation
Libraries, He
Huarahi
Whakamua.”
Contact: LIANZA.

Oct. 16–17:
Internet
Librarian
International
Conference,
London.
“Discovering New
Resources,
Demystifying Web
Technologies.”
Contact:
Information Today,
609-654-6266.

Nov. 15:
Chartered
Institute of
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librarianship through professional performance, teaching, or
writing, consists of $1,000 and a citation of achievement....

Prudence Adler is 2006 Patterson Copyright
Award Winner
Prudence S. Adler, associate executive director of federal
relations and information policy for the Association of
Research Libraries, is the 2006 recipient of the L. Ray
Patterson Copyright Award: In Support of Users’ Rights. For
more than 27 years, she has worked the gamut of
information policy issues important to libraries and higher
education including intellectual property, telecommunications,
and access to government information....

First Lady gives library grants to Gulf Coast
schools
For Laura Bush’s 11th trip to the devastated Gulf Coast, she
came bearing a hefty gift: $500,000 worth of grants for
schools to restock their libraries. Ten grants from the Laura
Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries will go to seven
schools in Louisiana and three schools in Mississippi that were
damaged by Hurricane Katrina. The libraries have been
rebuilt and are ready to receive books....
ABC News, May 3

11-year-old raises $70,000 for Gulf Coast’s
damaged libraries
There are no strings attached to the $70,000 11-year-old
Kelsie Buckley of Morton is presenting to Coast libraries
starting May 2 at 2:30 p.m. during the Gulfport City Council
meeting. She is scheduled to present $50,000 to
representatives of five libraries destroyed or damaged by
Hurricane Katrina in Harrison and Jackson counties....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, May 2

UNM Library closed by fire
A fire in the basement of the University of New Mexico’s
main library spared its more valuable collections, according to
UNM officials. The fire that broke out the night of April 30 in
Zimmerman Library’s first-level basement burned a research
collection of bound periodicals, but did not hit the rare
manuscripts stored in a different area of the basement, said
Camila Alire, dean of university libraries....
Santa Fe New Mexican, May 3

Brandeis pulls Palestinian artwork from
library exhibit
Brandeis University officials have removed artwork that
depicts Palestinian children bloodied and injured from an
exhibit in the school’s library. University officials said the
paintings were too one-sided. The paintings were removed
April 29, four days into a two-week exhibit....
Boston Globe, May 3

English-only measure fails in Colorado
Three measures aimed at the immigration debate died in

Library and
Information
Professionals,
RFID in Libraries
Conference, QEII
Conference Centre,
London. Contact:
CILIP.

More Datebook
items...

 

“Among all of the
workers are 85
librarians. I have
quickly realized that
this must be the
quietest place in the
Bronx to work. And
because they read
so much, some of
the most informed
people in New York
are right here.”

—Reporter Dean Meminger
in a corporate profile of the
H. W. Wilson Company,
Time Warner cable news
channel NY1, Apr. 24.
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committee along party lines April 25 amid sometimes-surly
testimony. Immigration hard-liner Rep. David Schultheis (R-
Colorado Springs) proposed putting an issue on the ballot in
November that would have allowed voters to require the
state to conduct official business in English. Schultheis
originally wanted to bar libraries from purchasing materials in
any language but English....
Denver Post, Apr. 26

24/7 reference in Oregon
For two hours, as other reference librarians throughout
Oregon talk with patrons face-to-face, Jennifer May’s job is
to staff the state’s increasingly popular internet reference
chat line, known as L-net. After her shift ends, the cycle will
continue 24 hours a day, seven days a week, making library
resources available around the clock to any Oregonian who
wants a librarian’s help answering any legitimate question....
Portland Oregonian, Apr. 28

LC to cease creating series authority records
The Library of Congress will cease to provide controlled series
access in the bibliographic records that its catalogers
produce. Originally to be effective May 1, the decision has
been delayed until June 1. The Library will work with affected
stakeholder organizations—OCLC, RLG, the Program for
Cooperative Cataloging, and the larger library community—to
mitigate as much as possible the impact of this change....
Library of Congress, Apr. 20

Network neutrality under challenge
Valdosta State University LIS Professor Wallace Koehler
defines network neutrality as the concept that broadband
carriers will neither interfere with nor inhibit the free flow of
information over the internet. However, the House COPE bill
proposes to cede control of the internet to the telecoms and
cable companies....
Information Today, May 1

Podcasting legal guide: Rules for the
revolution
The main legal issues that are unique to podcasters are
related to copyright, publicity rights, and trademark issues.
Written by Colette Vogele and Mia Garlick for Creative
Commons, this guide summarizes the legal concerns of
creating and distributing a podcast....
Creative Commons, Apr. 27

Background on e-rate, universal service, and
network neutrality (PDF file)
The current legislative battle is over the soul of the internet
and who will control it and benefit from the build-out of
advanced broadband services. Many new bills have been
introduced in piecemeal fashion in the House and the Senate,
and the reform process could take several congressional
sessions....
ALA Office for Government Relations
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NYPL’s Science, Industry,
and Business Library marks
10-year anniversary
New York Public Library’s SIBL on May
2 celebrated a decade of serving small
business owners, researchers, and
inventors with a day of free programs,
classes, and demonstrations that showcased its year-round
programming....
New York Public Library

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh supports local
economy
In 2005, the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh partnered with
Carnegie Mellon University’s Center for Economic
Development to explore the many ways that the library
impacts the economic vitality of the region. The report (PDF
file) examines both the library’s value to the economy in
terms of return on investment as well as its contributions to
people and their communities....
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

University of Maryland scientist helps create
virtual science library for Iraq
University of Maryland scientist D. J. Patil and a small group
of colleagues have built a new, scientific library for strife-torn
Iraq that is making some 17,422 journal titles available to
Iraqi scientists and engineers who are decades behind in
non-military science and technology. Though many Iraqi
libraries are hopelessly out of date or have been looted, the
new library is safe from such problems because it is virtual,
with digital documents accessed via the Web....
AScribe newswire, May 1

The First Lady’s recommended
reading
Laura Bush offers a sampling of excellent
books for adults, families, intermediate and
independent readers, and young children.
Among the selections are Katherine Anne
Porter’s Ship of Fools, Shel Silverstein’s
Where the Sidewalk Ends, and Pat Mora’s
Tomás and the Library Lady....
The White House

New high in internet usage
The latest Pew Internet and American Life survey (PDF file),
fielded from February 15 to April 6, shows that fully 73% of
respondents (about 147 million adults) are internet users, up
from 66% (about 133 million adults) in January 2005. The
share of online Americans who say the internet has greatly
improved their ability to do their job has grown to 35%, up
from 24% in March 2001....
Pew Internet & American Life, Apr. 26
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OCLC and RLG plan to combine operations
Following a series of discussions that took place over the past
year, two of the largest membership-based, nonprofit, library
cooperative groups in North America announced May 3 an
agreement to merge....

Net neutrality fight heats up in Congress
Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) introduced a bill in the
House May 2 that would prevent telecom operators and
broadband service providers from selling favored access to
some websites or video stream connections for an additional
fee....

House subcommittee moves to block
Smithsonian-Showtime deal
The House subcommittee that oversees the Smithsonian
Institution’s budget has cut the museum’s funding by $5
million and added language to its appropriation aimed at
derailing the controversial deal between the museum and the
Showtime Networks cable channels to create television
programming....

First Lady’s hurricane fund makes first school
library grants
Hurricane-damaged Gulf Coast schools libraries will receive
$500,000 in grants from the Laura Bush Foundation for
America’s Libraries to help them rebuild, the First Lady
announced May 3....

FBI director questioned on Patriot Act
During a May 2 oversight hearing by the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Sen. Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) asked FBI Director
Robert Mueller for assurance that the recently reauthorized
USA Patriot Act would exempt libraries from records requests
by national security letter (NSL)....

Basement fire damages University of New
Mexico collection
A late-night fire that broke out in the basement of the
University of New Mexico’s Zimmerman Library April 30

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28.

Don’t forget the 2nd
Annual Bookcart Drill

Team World
Championship, Sunday,

June 25, 1:00–3:00
p.m.
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damaged bound periodicals, collapsed bookshelves, burned
ceiling tiles, and permeated the building with the odor of
burnt charcoal....

Brandeis students protest removal of
Palestinian art
Some 100 people, many of them students at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Massachusetts, marched May 4 to
protest the removal a week earlier of “Voices from Palestine:
Aida Refugee Camp Children Speak Out”—an artwork exhibit
that had been on display at the campus’s Farber Library....

Salinas moves ahead with plan to restore
library hours
Cheers filled the Salinas, California, city council chambers
May 2 after lawmakers approved the appropriation of some
$3.6 million to the city’s three libraries to restore their 117-
hour service week in summer 2007, according to the May 3
Monterey Herald....

Protests save Indiana University library
branch
After more than 70 students and staff staged a protest May 3
against the proposed closure of a branch library, officials at
Indiana University at Bloomington have decided to keep the
African American Cultural Center Library open at least
through the 2006–2007 school year....

National Library Legislative
Day, May 1
The Washington Office thanks the 525
participants from 47 states who came
to Washington, D.C., to speak with
their members of Congress about the
needs of libraries in the areas of
funding, telecommunications, copyright, and government
information. Sen. Richard Durbin, left (D-Ill.), and Rep. Major
Owens (D-N.Y.), were among the elected officials who
greeted participants....

Conference programs include “Politics, Race,
and Law,” jazz breakfast, state poet laureate
Music, literature, politics, and community-building are all on
the menu at ALA Annual Conference June 22–28, but time is
running out for discount rates to attend. Preregistration ends
on May 19....

Wired editor Chris Anderson to speak at ALA
Annual Conference
The editor-in-chief of Wired magazine will
speak at Annual Conference, Monday, June
26, at 10:30 a.m. He also will sign copies of
his forthcoming book The Long Tail at the
Hyperion booth in the exhibits area
immediately after the program ends at noon.

Check out the new
ALA Graphics
Summer 2006

catalog for new
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The Long Tail chronicles the rise of niche
products, thanks to such innovations as
digital downloading as peer-to-peer
markets, which break through the bottlenecks of broadcast
and bricks-and-mortar....

Coretta Scott King Awards
breakfast set for New Orleans
Hilton
Julius Lester (Day of Tears) and Bryan
Collier (Rosa) are among the honorees at
the 2006 Coretta Scott King Awards
breakfast on Tuesday, June 27. The event
will also feature a tribute to Mrs. King, who
died in January....

 

 

Featured review: Adult
books
Thomas, Helen. Watchdogs of
Democracy? The Waning
Washington Press Corps and
How It Has Failed the Public.
Scribner, June 2006 (0-7432-
6781-8).
After covering nine presidents
as the most recognized
member of the Washington
press corps, Thomas is
eminently qualified to assess
current coverage of the White House. Declaring
that journalists are “the watchdogs of democracy,”
and, further, that “without an informed people,
there can be no democracy,” Thomas offers a
cogent, bracing assessment of the deteriorating
state of journalistic ethics....

The “Right” Opinion
I rarely read other reviews of books I’ve reviewed.
(This is one of Keir Graff's Rules of Reviewing™,
soon to be immortalized on a sticky note
somewhere in my office.) Just as I’ve said that I
never read the publicity material before I start
reading the book—I don’t want some PR flack to
frame how I see the work, or, worse, to have one
of their cheerful phrases creep into my review—
reading other reviews poses its own problems....
Keir Graff, Booklist Blog, May 9

Direct polls, visit the
AL Online website.
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Concert to benefit school music programs,
displaced artists
The Starz documentary New Orleans Music in Exile premieres
at 11:45 a.m. on May 13 at the Landmark Theatre in New
Orleans’ Canal Place Center. Proceeds will go to the Tipitinas
Foundation. The film debuts nationally on the Starz In Black
channel at 7 p.m. Central Time, Friday, May 19, with an
encore presentation on the Starz channel at noon Central
Time on Saturday, May 20....
Starz, May 4

18,000 books given to Mississippi town
One of the quieter tragedies of Katrina occurred at libraries
in small towns across the region. That’s what motivated the
people of Prescott Valley, Arizona....
Phoenix Arizona Republic, May 4

Story of a Storm gives kids’
perspective on Katrina
“A simple truth. The birds knew.
Hurricane Katrina was coming.” So
begins a picture book by Reona Visser
and the children of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast about the hurricane and its
effects on cities, families, and
countless individual lives. Proceeds will go to the Hurricane
Relief Fund of Coast Episcopal School of Long Beach,
Mississippi....
Coast Episcopal School Hurricane Relief Fund

The media’s New Orleans burnout
Eight months after wind, rain, and floodwaters devastated
this city, the media—and perhaps a good chunk of the
country—are suffering from Katrina Fatigue....
Washington Post, May 7

New Orleans Jazz Fest ends on high note
Local musicians and others including Bob Dylan, Bruce
Springsteen, Jimmy Buffett, and Paul Simon performed at the
six-day event that spanned two weekends. Organizers
declined to say how many people attended the event, which
typically draws about 500,000 people, but as in past years
the lawns and sidewalks were crammed every day....
Associated Press, May 8

Lesson from Katrina: A crippled health-care
system
According to Susan D’Antoni, executive director of Orleans
Parish Medical Society, Orleans and St. Bernard parishes,
which were hardest hit, have gone from having nine hospitals
to three. The metropolitan area has lost half its hospital beds
and 40% of its physicians. ALA has researched medical

American Libraries.
Submissions are
due by May 31.
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services available to people attending Annual Conference,
June 22–28....
Forbes, May 8

AASL issues statement on instructional
classification
AASL has responded to concerns over the proposed “65%
solution” legislation being considered in many states
nationwide, which mandates that 65% of all funding for
schools be spent on “direct classroom instruction,” and which
often uses the current definition from the National Center for
Education Statistics classifying school library media services
as “noninstructional.”...

ALSC Kids! Campaign puts @
your library to music
Grammy nominated singer/storyteller Bill
Harley will be on hand Sunday, June 25,
during the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans to perform
“@ Your Library,” a song he created especially for the Kids!
Campaign. The song will be available for download along with
an outreach toolkit....

Todaro to become ACRL president
Julie Todaro, dean of library services at Austin (Tex.)
Community College, has been elected president of ACRL for
2007–2008....

Jane B. Marino elected ALSC president for
2007
The 2007–2008 president of ALSC is Jane B. Marino, library
director, Bronxville (N.Y.) Public Library....

Mates to become ASCLA president
Barbara T. Mates, head of the Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped at Cleveland
Public Library, has been elected 2007–2008
president of ASCLA. An active ALA member,
Mates has served on ALA Council and
currently serves as a member of the ALA
Schneider Family Book Award Jury....

New LITA president elected
Mark Beatty, training and automation librarian for the 500-
member Wisconsin Library Services consortium, is the 2007–
2008 president of LITA....

Jan Sanders to become PLA president
The director of information services at Pasadena (Calif.)
Public Library has been elected PLA president for 2007–
2008....

RUSA members elect David
Tyckoson president
The head of public services at

Association of
Law Libraries, St.
Louis, Missouri.
“Pioneering
Change.” Contact:
312-939-4764.

Aug. 9–12:
Pacific Northwest
Library
Association,
Eugene, Oregon.
“Common Spaces
and Far Out Places:
Libraries in the
Pacific Northwest.”
Contact: Jason
Openo, 503-588-
6183.

Aug. 15–19: 
Nevada Library
Association, Las
Vegas, Nevada.
“Tools for the
Future.” Contact:
Leo Segura, 702-
507-3658.

Sept. 17–19: 
Maine Libraries
Conference,
Augusta Civic
Center. Sponsored
by the Maine
Association of
School Libraries
and the Maine
Library Association.
Contact: Edna
Comstock, 207-
441-1410.

Sept. 27–30: 
Kentucky Library
Association/
Kentucky School
Media Association
Joint Conference
and Exhibition,
Marriott Downtown,
Louisville. “A
Century of Change:
From Carnegie to
Gates.” Contact:
John T. (Tom)
Underwood, 502-
223-5322.
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California State University in Fresno
has been elected 2007–2008 president
of RUSA....

Brehm-Heeger elected YALSA president for
2007–2008
Paula Brehm-Heeger, teen services coordinator at the Public
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, has been elected
2007–2008 president of YALSA....

2006 Library Interior Design
awards announced
ALA and the International Interior
Design Association are pleased to
announce the winners of the inaugural
Library Interior Design Competition. Ten
winners (including the University of
Ontario Institute of Technology library project, right), two
projects of merit, and one honorable mention were selected
from more than 100 projects submitted from throughout
North America....

Diane Leja receives Mentoring Award from
RUSA’s STARS
Diane E. Leja, access services manager for circulation and
interlibrary loan at the University of South Dakota’s I. D.
Weeks Library in Vermillion, is the recipient of the Mentoring
Award, a one-time award offered by the RUSA Sharing and
Transforming Access to Resources Section....

Avery Deane Olmstead wins ASCLA Century
Scholarship
Avery Deane Olmstead IV is the 2006 recipient of the $2,500
Century Scholarship presented by ASCLA. Olmstead is a
student at the University of South Carolina’’s College of
Library Information Science in Columbia....

NCLIS names winner of health info award 
(PDF file)
NCLIS judges South Carolina’s REACH 2010 America’s best
library consumer health program....
National Commission for Libraries and Information Science, May 4

Library drops scan plan
A year after announcing its libraries would be among the first
in the nation to require a fingerprint scan to use public
computers, Naperville’s library system has canceled the
controversial project. Library officials insisted May 5 the plan
was scuttled because of software compatibility problems and
not because of objections raised by civil libertarians over

Sept. 27–30: 
Wyoming Library
Association
Annual
Conference,
Gillette. “Re-
energize @ WLA!”
Contact: Laura
Grott, 307-632-
7622.

More Datebook
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privacy rights....
Chicago Tribune, May 6

Net censorship spreads worldwide
Repressive regimes are taking full advantage of the net’s
ability to censor and stifle reform and debate, reveals a
report written by the Reporters Without Borders pressure
group....
BBC News, May 4

The RFID hacking underground
David Molnar is a soft-spoken computer science graduate
student who studies commercial uses for RFIDs at UC
Berkeley. I met him in a quiet branch of the Oakland Public
Library. About a year ago Molnar discovered he could destroy
the data on the books’ passive-emitting RFID tags by
wandering the aisles with an off-the-shelf RFID reader-writer
and his laptop....
Wired, May

School filters vs. home proxies
A teenager at a Pennsylvania school gets caught handing out
business cards with instructions on how to circumvent his
school’s web filter. But instead of throwing the school
discipline book at him, administrators offer a choice: They’ll
give him a break if he lets the school’s tech people know how
he beat the system...
CNet News, May 3

White Plains library back online after 11 days
The computer system that manages the White Plains (N.Y.)
Public Library is back online after an 11-day blackout that
threatened to wipe out four months worth of data about
collections, memberships, checkouts, and returns....
White Plains Journal News, May 3

NCES updates “Compare Public Libraries”
engine
New FY 2004 data from the Public Libraries Survey has just
been added to the Compare Public Libraries and the State
Education Data Profiles web tools....
National Center for Educational Statistics, May 5

Google, the art of library science—and you
Submit your story or anecdote about an interesting way
you’ve used a Google service or tool to help library users
locate the information they’re looking for, and there might be
a bit part in a digital video movie in your future. Submissions
will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time on May 22.
Google Librarian Center, May

IMLS partners with National Endowment for
the Arts to create largest book club ever
Beginning in 2007, the Big Read will give more than 100
communities in all 50 states the opportunity to read and
discuss great books. Each city or town that participates will
host a community-wide read that involves collaborations with
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libraries, schools, local government, and the private sector.
Grants generally will range from $10,000 to $20,000 to
conduct programs that encourage reading for pleasure and
enlightenment....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, May 9

MySpace, Facebook, and other social
networking sites: Hot today, gone tomorrow?
While MySpace and Facebook currently rule the popular
crowd on the internet social scene, the forces that make a
hot site are difficult to quantify; any site could become the
next outcast....
Knowledge @ Wharton, May 3

State of the blogsphere is strong
The blogosphere continues to grow at a quickening pace.
Technorati currently tracks 35.3 million weblogs, and the
blogosphere we track continues to double about every 6
months. Technorati also reports that English, the language of
the majority of early bloggers, had fallen to less than a third
of all blog posts by April 2006....
Sifry’s Alerts, Apr. 17–May 1
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AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.

Click here to view the online version of our email:
<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>

POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Do you consider RFID and biometrics technology secure enough for use in your library?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225AURMR5V5

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
May 3 poll:

Will the Library of Congress’ decision to cease creating series authority records affect your library’s technical or 
public service capability?

YES.............89%
NO..............11%

(589 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
OCLC and RLG plan to combine operations
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/oclcrlg.htm
Following a series of discussions that took place over the past year, two of the largest membership-based, nonprofit, 
library cooperative groups in North America announced May 3 an agreement to merge....

Net neutrality fight heats up in Congress
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/netneut.htm
Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) introduced a bill in the House May 2 that would prevent telecom operators and 
broadband service providers from selling favored access to some websites or video stream connections for an 
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additional fee....

House subcommittee moves to block Smithsonian-Showtime deal
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/showtime.htm
The House subcommittee that oversees the Smithsonian Institution’s budget has cut the museum’s funding by $5 
million and added language to its appropriation aimed at derailing the controversial deal between the museum and the 
Showtime Networks cable channels to create television programming....

First Lady’s hurricane fund makes first school library grants
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/hurrigrants.htm
Hurricane-damaged Gulf Coast schools libraries will receive $500,000 in grants from the Laura Bush Foundation for 
America’s Libraries to help them rebuild, the First Lady announced May 3....

FBI director questioned on Patriot Act
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/mueller.htm
During a May 2 oversight hearing by the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen. Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) asked FBI Director 
Robert Mueller for assurance that the recently reauthorized USA Patriot Act would exempt libraries from records 
requests by national security letter (NSL)....

Basement fire damages University of New Mexico collection
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/zimmerman.htm
A late-night fire that broke out in the basement of the University of New Mexico’s Zimmerman Library April 30 
damaged bound periodicals, collapsed bookshelves, burned ceiling tiles, and permeated the building with the odor of 
burnt charcoal....

Brandeis students protest removal of Palestinian art
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/brandeisart.htm
Some 100 people, many of them students at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts, marched May 4 to protest 
the removal a week earlier of “Voices from Palestine: Aida Refugee Camp Children Speak Out”—an artwork exhibit 
that had been on display at the campus’s Farber Library....

Salinas moves ahead with plan to restore library hours
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/salinasplan.htm
Cheers filled the Salinas, California, city council chambers May 2 after lawmakers approved the appropriation of some 
$3.6 million to the city’s three libraries to restore their 117-hour service week in summer 2007, according to the May 3 
Monterey Herald....

Protests save Indiana University library branch
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/iuaacc.htm
After more than 70 students and staff staged a protest May 3 against the proposed closure of a branch library, officials 
at Indiana University at Bloomington have decided to keep the African American Cultural Center Library open at least 
through the 2006–2007 school year.... 

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
National Library Legislative Day, May 1
http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washnews/2006ndx/050may08.htm
The Washington Office thanks the 525 participants from 47 states who came to Washington, D.C., to speak with their 
members of Congress about the needs of libraries in the areas of funding, telecommunications, copyright, and 
government information. Sen. Richard Durbin, left (D-Ill.), and Rep. Major Owens (D-N.Y.), were among the elected 
officials who greeted participants....



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/may/051006_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 11:50:49 AM]

Conference programs include “Politics, Race, and Law,” jazz breakfast, state poet laureate
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/noch06.htm
Music, literature, politics, and community-building are all on the menu at ALA Annual Conference June 22–28, but 
time is running out for discount rates to attend. Preregistration ends on May 19....

Wired editor Chris Anderson to speak at ALA Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/caac06.htm
The editor-in-chief of Wired magazine will speak at Annual Conference, Monday, June 26, at 10:30 a.m. He also will 
sign copies of his forthcoming book The Long Tail at the Hyperion booth in the exhibits area immediately after the 
program ends at noon. The Long Tail chronicles the rise of niche products, thanks to such innovations as digital 
downloading as peer-to-peer markets, which break through the bottlenecks of broadcast and bricks-and-mortar....

Coretta Scott King Awards breakfast set for New Orleans Hilton
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Kingawardsbreakfast.htm
Julius Lester (Day of Tears) and Bryan Collier (Rosa) are among the honorees at the 2006 Coretta Scott King Awards 
breakfast on Tuesday, June 27. The event will also feature a tribute to Mrs. King, who died in January....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Adult books
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1629592
Thomas, Helen. Watchdogs of Democracy? The Waning Washington Press Corps and How It Has Failed the Public. 
Scribner, June 2006 (0-7432-6781-8).
After covering nine presidents as the most recognized member of the Washington press corps, Thomas is eminently 
qualified to assess current coverage of the White House. Declaring that journalists are “the watchdogs of democracy,” 
and, further, that “without an informed people, there can be no democracy,” Thomas offers a cogent, bracing 
assessment of the deteriorating state of journalistic ethics....

The “Right” Opinion
http://www.booklistonline.com/blog/
I rarely read other reviews of books I’ve reviewed. (This is one of Keir Graff's Rules of Reviewing™, soon to be 
immortalized on a sticky note somewhere in my office.) Just as I’ve said that I never read the publicity material before 
I start reading the book—I don’t want some PR flack to frame how I see the work, or, worse, to have one of their 
cheerful phrases creep into my review—reading other reviews poses its own problems....
Keir Graff, Booklist Blog, May 9
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Concert to benefit school music programs, displaced artists
http://starz.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=press_releases&item=631
The Starz documentary New Orleans Music in Exile premieres at 11:45 a.m. on May 13 at the Landmark Theatre in 
New Orleans’ Canal Place Center. Proceeds will go to the Tipitinas Foundation. The film debuts nationally on the Starz 
In Black channel at 7 p.m. Central Time, Friday, May 19, with an encore presentation on the Starz channel at noon 
Central Time on Saturday, May 20....
Starz, May 4

18,000 books given to Mississippi town
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http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0504VVBooks0504.html
One of the quieter tragedies of Katrina occurred at libraries in small towns across the region. That’s what motivated the 
people of Prescott Valley, Arizona....
Phoenix Arizona Republic, May 4

Story of a Storm gives kids’ perspective on Katrina
http://www.storyofastorm.com/
“A simple truth. The birds knew. Hurricane Katrina was coming.” So begins a picture book by Reona Visser and the 
children of the Mississippi Gulf Coast about the hurricane and its effects on cities, families, and countless individual 
lives. Proceeds will go to the Hurricane Relief Fund of Coast Episcopal School of Long Beach, Mississippi....
Coast Episcopal School Hurricane Relief Fund

The media’s New Orleans burnout
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/05/AR2006050501744.html
Eight months after wind, rain, and floodwaters devastated this city, the media—and perhaps a good chunk of the 
country—are suffering from Katrina Fatigue....
Washington Post, May 7

New Orleans Jazz Fest ends on high note
http://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/wireStory?id=1935192
Local musicians and others including Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Jimmy Buffett, and Paul Simon performed at the 
six-day event that spanned two weekends. Organizers declined to say how many people attended the event, which 
typically draws about 500,000 people, but as in past years the lawns and sidewalks were crammed every day....
Associated Press, May 8

Lesson from Katrina: A crippled health-care system
http://www.forbes.com/forbeslife/health/feeds/hscout/2006/05/08/hscout532564.html
According to Susan D’Antoni, executive director of Orleans Parish Medical Society, Orleans and St. Bernard parishes, 
which were hardest hit, have gone from having nine hospitals to three. The metropolitan area has lost half its hospital 
beds and 40% of its physicians. ALA has researched medical services available to people attending Annual 
Conference, June 22–28....
Forbes, May 8

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
AASL issues statement on instructional classification
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/AASLinstructionalclassif.htm
AASL has responded to concerns over the proposed “65% solution” legislation being considered in many states 
nationwide, which mandates that 65% of all funding for schools be spent on “direct classroom instruction,” and which 
often uses the current definition from the National Center for Education Statistics classifying school library media 
services as “noninstructional.”...

ALSC Kids! Campaign puts @ your library to music
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Kidsyourlibrarycampaign.htm
Grammy-nominated singer/storyteller Bill Harley will be on hand Sunday, June 25, during the ALA Annual 
Conference in New Orleans to perform “@ Your Library,” a song he created especially for the Kids! Campaign. The 
song will be available for download along with an outreach toolkit....

Todaro to become ACRL president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/TodaroACRLvicepresident.htm
Julie Todaro, dean of library services at Austin (Tex.) Community College, has been elected president of ACRL for 
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2007–2008....

Jane B. Marino elected ALSC president for 2007
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/MarinoALSCvicepresident.htm
The 2007–2008 president of ALSC is Jane B. Marino, library director, Bronxville (N.Y.) Public Library....

Mates to become ASCLA president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/MatesASCLAp2007president.htm
Barbara T. Mates, head of the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at Cleveland Public Library, has been 
elected 2007–2008 president of ASCLA. An active ALA member, Mates has served on ALA Council and currently 
serves as a member of the ALA Schneider Family Book Award Jury....

New LITA president elected
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/NewLITAofficerselected.htm
Mark Beatty, training and automation librarian for the 500-member Wisconsin Library Services consortium, is the 
2007–2008 president of LITA....

Jan Sanders to become PLA president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/SandersPLAVP.htm
The director of information services at Pasadena (Calif.) Public Library has been elected PLA president for 2007–
2008....

RUSA members elect David Tyckoson president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/TyckosonRUSApresident.htm
The head of public services at California State University in Fresno has been elected 2007–2008 president of RUSA....

Brehm-Heeger elected YALSA president for 2007–2008
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BrehmHeegerYALSAVP.htm
Paula Brehm-Heeger, teen services coordinator at the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, has been 
elected 2007–2008 president of YALSA....

AWARDS 
*******************************
2006 Library Interior Design awards announced
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/2006LibraryInteriorDesig.htm
ALA and the International Interior Design Association are pleased to announce the winners of the inaugural Library 
Interior Design Competition. Ten winners (including the University of Ontario Institute of Technology library project, 
right), two projects of merit, and one honorable mention were selected from more than 100 projects submitted from 
throughout North America.... 

Diane Leja receives Mentoring Award from RUSA’s STARS
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/LejaRUSASTARSAward.htm
Diane E. Leja, access services manager for circulation and interlibrary loan at the University of South Dakota’s I. D. 
Weeks Library in Vermillion, is the recipient of the Mentoring Award, a one-time award offered by the RUSA Sharing 
and Transforming Access to Resources Section....

Avery Deane Olmstead wins ASCLA Century Scholarship
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/OlmsteadCenturyscholar.htm
Avery Deane Olmstead IV is the 2006 recipient of the $2,500 Century Scholarship presented by ASCLA. Olmstead is a 
student at the University of South Carolina’’s College of Library Information Science in Columbia....
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NCLIS names winner of health info award 
(PDF file)
http://www.nclis.gov/news/pressrelease/pr2006/HealthAwardsWinner2006-07.pdf
NCLIS judges South Carolina’s REACH 2010 America’s best library consumer health program....
National Commission for Libraries and Information Science, May 4 

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Library drops scan plan
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-0605060165may06,1,5146237.story?coll=chi-
newslocalchicago-hed
A year after announcing its libraries would be among the first in the nation to require a fingerprint scan to use public 
computers, Naperville’s library system has canceled the controversial project. Library officials insisted May 5 the plan 
was scuttled because of software compatibility problems and not because of objections raised by civil libertarians over 
privacy rights....
Chicago Tribune, May 6

Net censorship spreads worldwide
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4973114.stm
Repressive regimes are taking full advantage of the net’s ability to censor and stifle reform and debate, reveals a report 
written by the Reporters Without Borders pressure group....
BBC News, May 4

The RFID hacking underground
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/14.05/rfid.html
David Molnar is a soft-spoken computer science graduate student who studies commercial uses for RFIDs at UC 
Berkeley. I met him in a quiet branch of the Oakland Public Library. About a year ago Molnar discovered he could 
destroy the data on the books’ passive-emitting RFID tags by wandering the aisles with an off-the-shelf RFID reader-
writer and his laptop....
Wired, May

School filters vs. home proxies
http://news.com.com/School+filters+vs.+home+proxies/2009-1041_3-6067716.html
A teenager at a Pennsylvania school gets caught handing out business cards with instructions on how to circumvent his 
school’s web filter. But instead of throwing the school discipline book at him, administrators offer a choice: They’ll 
give him a break if he lets the school’s tech people know how he beat the system...
CNet News, May 3

White Plains library back online after 11 days
http://www.thejournalnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060503/NEWS02/605030385/1018/NEWS02
The computer system that manages the White Plains (N.Y.) Public Library is back online after an 11-day blackout that 
threatened to wipe out four months worth of data about collections, memberships, checkouts, and returns....
White Plains Journal News, May 3

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
NCES updates “Compare Public Libraries” engine
http://nces.ed.gov/
New FY 2004 data from the Public Libraries Survey has just been added to the Compare Public Libraries and the State 
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Education Data Profiles web tools....
National Center for Educational Statistics, May 5

Google, the art of library science—and you
http://services.google.com/feedback/librarian_tips
Submit your story or anecdote about an interesting way you’ve used a Google service or tool to help library users 
locate the information they’re looking for, and there might be a bit part in a digital video movie in your future. 
Submissions will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time on May 22.
Google Librarian Center, May

IMLS partners with National Endowment for the Arts to create largest book club ever
http://www.imls.gov/news/2006/050906.shtm
Beginning in 2007, the Big Read will give more than 100 communities in all 50 states the opportunity to read and 
discuss great books. Each city or town that participates will host a community-wide read that involves collaborations 
with libraries, schools, local government, and the private sector. Grants generally will range from $10,000 to $20,000 
to conduct programs that encourage reading for pleasure and enlightenment....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, May 9

MySpace, Facebook, and other social networking sites: Hot today, gone tomorrow?
http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/index.cfm?fa=viewArticle&id=1463
While MySpace and Facebook currently rule the popular crowd on the internet social scene, the forces that make a hot 
site are difficult to quantify; any site could become the next outcast....
Knowledge @ Wharton, May 3

State of the blogsphere is strong
http://www.sifry.com/alerts/archives/000432.html
The blogosphere continues to grow at a quickening pace. Technorati currently tracks 35.3 million weblogs, and the 
blogosphere we track continues to double about every 6 months. Technorati also reports that English, the language of 
the majority of early bloggers, had fallen to less than a third of all blog posts by April 2006....
Sifry’s Alerts, Apr. 17–May 1 
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House bill would force libraries to block social
websites
Legislation introduced May 9 by Reps. Michael G. Fitzpatrick
(R-Pa.) and Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) seeks to prohibit minors from
accessing chat rooms and such popular social-networking
websites as MySpace and Facebook on school or library
computers. The Deleting Online Predators Act (PDF file), H.R.
5319, would require schools and libraries to block access to a
broad selection of web content....

House Appropriations Committee challenges
Smithsonian-Showtime deal
The House Appropriations Committee cut the Smithsonian
Institution’s budget by an additional $15 million May 10 and
demanded further information on the controversial deal
between the museum and the Showtime Networks cable
channels to create television programming, the New York
Times reported May 11....

Harry Potter defeats another detractor
In a unanimous decision May 11, the board of the Gwinnett
County (Ga.) Public Schools voted that the Harry Potter
series remain on the media-center shelves throughout the
system. Their action constituted the final appeal for
complainant Laura Mallory at the district level....

Naperville cites incompatibility with
fingerprint ID system
The Naperville (Ill.) Public Library has discontinued its project
to install fingerprint scanners as a way for patrons to login
on its public internet computers. The library had signed a
$40,646 contract in May 2005 with the Naperville-based U.S.
Biometrics firm to add the technology during the summer,
but the company encountered difficulties interfacing its
AccessQ system with NPL’s Dynix patron-authentication
database....

School Libraries Work forum set for New
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Orleans; First Lady invited to keynote
AASL and the Scholastic Foundation will host “School
Libraries Work: Rebuilding for Learning,” a forum scheduled
for June 26 during the ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans. First Lady Laura Bush has been invited to keynote,
and Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries grant
recipients Hannah Rucker and Jennifer Koehl of St. Tammany
Parish Junior High School in Slidell, Louisiana, will speak on a
panel....

ALA opposes DOPA act
ALA President Michael Gorman issued a statement May 15 on
the Deleting Online Predators Act: “As libraries are already
required to block content that is ‘harmful to minors’ under
the Children’s Internet Protection Act, DOPA is redundant and
unnecessary legislation. Further, the proposed law would
block access to some of the internet’s most powerful
emerging technologies and learning applications, essentially
stifling library users’ ability to participate fully in the
educational opportunities the internet offers.”...

ALA urges more deliberation in LC cataloging
changes
The ALA Executive Board adopted a statement May 12
concerning series authority control at the Library of
Congress, reading in part: “ALA urges the Library of Congress
to delay further implementation of its decision regarding
providing series authority control for bibliographic records for
sufficient time to enable informed response from the library
community, including from organizations central to
bibliographic control.”...

Burger to discuss “libraries on
steroids” at Book Expo
Leslie Burger, ALA president-elect and
Princeton (N.J.) Public Library director, will
speak on “Your Library on Steroids: How
Public Libraries are Transforming their
Communities,” Saturday, May 20, at Book
Expo. The event will be held at the
Washington (D.C.) Convention Center,
Room 202B, 1–2 p.m....

ALA issues statement on proposed merger of
NCLIS and IMLS
The ALA Executive Board adopted a statement May 12 on the
proposed merger of the U.S. National Commission on
Libraries and Information Science and the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, reading in part: “In the event
that the proposed merger of NCLIS and IMLS is approved by
Congress, it is critical that the essential activities that NCLIS
performs are protected and preserved.”...

Wired magazine editor Chris Anderson to
speak at ALA Annual Conference
Chris Anderson, editor-in-chief of Wired magazine, will speak
at the ALA Annual Conference program Monday, June 26, at
10:30 a.m. He also will sign copies of his forthcoming book
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The Long Tail at the Hyperion booth in the conference
exhibits area immediately after the program ends at noon....

Annual Conference offers tastes of New
Orleans culture, history
The ALA Annual Conference will offer attendees a veritable
stew of local culture and history through a broad range of
programs in New Orleans. Music, literature, politics and
community-building are all on the menu....

 

 

Featured review:
Books for youth
Lipsyte, Robert. Raiders Night. July
2006. 240p. HarperTempest,
hardcover (0-06-059946-4).
Grades 10–12. This grim,
disturbing story about high-school
football centers on Matt, who is a
co-captain of the Nearmont
Raiders. With Division One schools
aggressively recruiting him, Matt’s future looks
assured. His present, however, is a nightmare....
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ALA revitalizes New Orleans
See for yourself what the ALA Annual Conference means
to the city. Grab a cup of coffee and watch the ALA
Revitalizes New Orleans video featuring featuring local
librarians, local authors, and ALA President Michael
Gorman and President-elect Leslie Burger. You can view
the video in RealPlayer, or view the video in QuickTime.
(You may need to download RealPlayer or QuickTime.)
This video may take several minutes to download, so
please be patient. The video is seven minutes long.

ALA volunteers to aid 22
libraries, schools, colleges, and
community organizations
Starting June 23, more than 900 people
will assist with community projects and
library rebuilding efforts while attending
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.
The largest volunteer group—more than
200 people—will participate in an extreme
makeover of the Children’s Resource
Center, an historic Carnegie branch of the New Orleans Public
Library. Award-winning children’s book illustrator Susan
Guevara also will paint a mural based on her book Chato and
the Party Animals....

Morial Center hails the return of conventions
Portions of the convention center officially reopened February
17 for the Helen Brett Gift and Jewelry Show, and two weeks
later it played host to the Carnival krewes of Endymion,
Orpheus, and Bacchus. ALA’s Annual Conference in June will
be the first major gathering to return to New Orleans with
more than 20,000 visitors....
New Orleans City Business, May 15

How New Orleans flooded
Generations of New Orleanians worked for 300 years to raise
a great city in the often inhospitable terrain along the banks
of the Mississippi River. It took Hurricane Katrina less than
six hours to put that labor of love under water, damaging
200,000 homes and killing more than 1,200 people. View an
interactive graphic that illustrates the levee breaches and the
timeline of the city’s flooding after Katrina....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 13

Hurricane help from Highsmith
Highsmith specializes in the design of library interiors. Known
for its expertise and quality work, the Fort Atkinson company
was selected by ALA to assist in the renovation of the
Children’s Resource Center, one of several public libraries in
New Orleans damaged last year by Hurricane Katrina....
Madison Wisconsin State Journal, May 10

Louisiana promoters’ message: New Orleans
open for tourists
Selling a vacation spot that the world thinks is under water is
not easy, no matter how many famous people lend their

and other partners
participating in the
creation of digital
collections of text,
images, audio, and

video.....
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faces to your new ad campaign or how many free Cajun and
Zydeco CDs you hand out, say Louisiana’s top tourism
officials. The promoters’ driving theme: New Orleans and the
surrounding areas are back in business, with the famous
historical French Quarter virtually unscathed by the storm....
Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel, May 16

ACRL seeks editor for Information Literacy
website
ACRL is seeking a member volunteer with extensive
knowledge of, and experience related to, information literacy
for a three-year appointment as editor for the ACRL
Information Literacy website. The deadline for applications is
June 12....

ACRL announces 2007 Best Practices in
Marketing academic libraries award
Sponsored by the ACRL Marketing Academic and Research
Libraries Committee and funded by Springer, the Best
Practices in Marketing Academic and Research Libraries @
your library award will be made to the academic/research
library in each category (community college, college, and
university) that demonstrates an outstanding best practices
marketing program. Portfolios must be postmarked by
December 4....

Bluh elected ALCTS president for 2007–2008
Pamela Bluh, associate director for technical services and
administration at the University of Maryland’s Thurgood
Marshall Law Library, has been elected president of ALCTS for
the 2007–2008 term....

Kembrew McLeod receives Eli M.
Oboler Memorial Award
The Intellectual Freedom Round Table has
awarded the Eli M. Oboler Memorial Award to
Kembrew McLeod for his book Freedom of
Expression®: Overzealous Copyright Bozos and
Other Enemies of Creativity (Doubleday, 2005).
The committee also recognized the author’s
own commitment by making his text available
as an Open Source publication....

CAL IFC receives 2006 ProQuest-SIRS award
The Intellectual Freedom Round Table has awarded the
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ProQuest-SIRS State and Regional Achievement Award to the
Colorado Association of Libraries Intellectual Freedom
Committee. The award recognizes successful and effective
intellectual freedom committees or coalitions that have made
a contribution to the freedom to read in libraries or to the
intellectual freedom environment in which libraries function....

AASL selects its 2006 award winners
AASL has announced the recipients of its 2006 annual
awards, among them the Frances Henne award (to Gladys
Fox), the Distinguished Service award (to Michael Eisenberg),
and the Intellectual Freedom award (to Catherine Crain)....

LITA announces scholarship winners for 2006
Eric Whitfield, Van Bich Thi Tran, and Marco Rodriguez are
the winners of three master’s level scholarships sponsored by
LITA jointly with Informata.com, LSSI, and OCLC....

2006 Library Interior Design awards
announced
ALA and the International Interior Design Association have
selected 13 projects for recognition in the inaugural Library
Interior Design Competition....

Budget cut would shutter EPA libraries
Proposed budget cuts could cripple a nationwide system of
Environmental Protection Agency libraries that government
researchers and others depend on for hard-to-find technical
information, library advocates say. The $2-million cut sought
by the White House would reduce the 35-year-old EPA
Library Network’s budget by 80% and force many of its 10
regional libraries to close....
Washington Post, May 15

Protecting the nation’s memory (subscription required)
History Professor Linda K. Kerber reminds us that, taken
together, the National Archives reclassification project, the
Smithsonian-Showtime deal, and the FBI’s interest in the
Jack Anderson papers all involve the excessively generous
definition by a federal agency of what the public has no right
to see. If allowed to continue, the trend threatens our
understanding both of the past and the present....
Chronicle of Higher Education, May 19

Former Poet Laureate Stanley Kunitz dies
Stanley Kunitz, 100, a former U.S. poet laureate and Pulitzer
Prize winner whose expressive verse, social commitment, and
generosity to young writers spanned three-quarters of a
century, has died. He worked for the H. W. Wilson Company
from 1928 to 1942, editing biographical reference works and
serving as editor of the Wilson Library Bulletin....
Washington Post, May 15

Scan this book!
Scanning technology has been around for decades, but
digitized books didn’t make much sense until recently, when
search engines like Google, Yahoo, Ask, and MSN came
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—Columnist Steve Blow
musing about the George W.
Bush Presidential  Library,
Dallas Morning News, 
Mar. 26.
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along. When millions of books have been scanned and their
texts are made available in a single database, search
technology will enable us to grab and read any book ever
written. Ideally, in such a complete library we should also be
able to read any article ever written in any newspaper,
magazine, or journal....
New York Times Magazine, May 14

Student reading falls 12%
Library use at Montgomery, Alabama, public schools is down
by more than 195,000 books from last year, when the district
changed the way it grades reading. Circulation this school
year, through April 30, was 1,341,981 books, compared with
1,535,267 for the same period last year, according to district
numbers. The decrease is more than 12%....
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, May 7

Why D.C. can’t read
When Coolidge High School librarian Lynn Kauffman received
notice that her position was being eliminated, she was
dumbfounded. Under pressure from parents and residents
who support Kauffman’s efforts, Coolidge Principal L. Nelson
Burton agreed to let her return half-time next year. But his
initial decision to install a “computer lab coordinator” in the
library stands—one more example of the D.C. public schools’
misplaced priorities and shortsightedness....
Washington Post, May 15

Rowling and Rushdie speak out for British
libraries
J. K. Rowling, Salman Rushdie, Irvine Welsh, and Jacqueline
Wilson are among 150 authors who have pledged to help
galvanize support for public libraries and combat their
growing image problem. Rowling compared libraries to the
World-Between-the-Worlds from C. S. Lewis’s Narnia books,
“where visitors could enter a thousand different worlds by
jumping into different pools.”...
The Guardian, May 15

Weimar library recovers, one rare book at a
time
The town of Weimar in the former East Germany is
recovering slowly from the extensive damage caused by a
fire a year and a half ago that damaged or destroyed 72,000
volumes in the Duchess Anna Amalia Library, which was one
of the greatest collections of old books and manuscripts in
the world....
New York Times, May 17

Smashing image of a librarian
Carla Hayden, “early 50-ish,” defies the stereotype of
librarian. Stylish and sophisticated, with a strong interest in
fashion, she has spent her career in libraries: in Pittsburgh,
Chicago, and—for the last 12 years—as executive director of
the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore....
Baltimore Sun, May 14

Join the battle for literacy: read a book
Two years ago, the National Endowment for the Arts
conducted a reading survey that found that there has been a

Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/

To advertise in
American Libraries
Direct contact: 
Leonard Kniffel, Editor-
in-Chief, lkniffel@ala.org

All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes
only. Questions about
the content of any
external site should be
addressed to the
administrator of that
site.

American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433, 
ext. 4216

ISSN 1559-369X.

http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060507/NEWS/605070373/1001
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/14/AR2006051400804.html
http://books.guardian.co.uk/news/articles/0,,1775508,00.html
http://books.guardian.co.uk/news/articles/0,,1775508,00.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/17/world/europe/17weimar.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/17/world/europe/17weimar.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
http://www.baltimoresun.com/features/custom/modernlife/bal-ml.drink14may14,0,7856618.story?coll=bal-modernlife-headlines
http://www.2theadvocate.com/entertainment/books/2793521.html
mailto:ksheets@ala.org
mailto:aldirect@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.htm
mailto:lkniffel@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/alonline/


AL Direct, May 17, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/may/051706.htm[7/17/2014 11:50:52 AM]

dramatic decline in literary reading among all Americans. The
NEA leadership wants to do something about this decline in
reading, so the NEA is sponsoring the “Big Read,” a program
to get communities to read one book....
The Baton Rouge Advocate, May 14

Woman’s love of books opens door to
libraries
Lucia Bliss’ traveling collection of the 1930s laid the
foundation for today’s county system....
The Portland Oregonian, May 11

Copyright and the role of institutions in a
peer-to-peer world (PDF file)
Georgetown University Law Professor Rebecca Tushnet
explores how recent technological and legal trends are
affecting public and school-affiliated libraries, which have
special concerns that are not necessarily captured by an end-
consumer-oriented analysis. Despite the promise that
technology will empower individuals, we must recognize the
crucial structural role of intermediaries that select and
distribute copyrighted works....
UCLA Law Review, vol. 53, no. 4 (Apr.)

Libraries in social networking software
Meredith Farkas surveys the place of libraries within social
networks: “Before MySpace and Facebook, there was no one
site that was so huge and pervasive and captured the
attention of so many teens. It’s hard to point a finger at the
Web and say it’s bad for kids and they shouldn’t use it; it’s
easy to point a finger at a specific site or a few sites and
blame them for everything that’s wrong with young people
today.” She includes a list of useful resources on social
networking software....
Information Wants to Be Free, May 10

Social networking safety tips for tweens and
teens
The Federal Trade Commission is urging kids to add one
more lesson to the list of safety and privacy lessons they
should learn: Don’t post information about yourself online
that you don’t want the whole world to know....
Federal Trade Commission, May

Information literacy for the
21st-century learner
NILRC will host a national
teleconference on reaching at-risk high school and
community college students, Friday, June 2, 12 noon–1:30
p.m. Eastern Time. Panelists will discuss the disconnect
between high schools and colleges in the teaching of
information literacy skills....
Network of Illinois Learning Resources in Community Colleges

International academy adopts resolutions on
ethics and openness

http://www.oregonlive.com/metrosouthwest/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/metro_southwest_news/1146637596166040.xml&coll=7
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International leaders met at the crossroads of culture and
tradition in Granada, Spain, on April 27 and 28 to discuss the
future of library and information science education, which are
facing a crossroads of their own. The Louis Round Wilson
Academy approved its first general statements on ethics and
openness—two topics of special concern for those responsible
for the future stewardship of recorded knowledge....
University of North Carolina SILS, May 12

Yahoo launches website makeover
Yahoo’s website unveiled a new look May 16 as the internet
powerhouse strives to remain the world’s most popular online
destination. The redesigned page includes more interactive
features that reduce the need to click through to other pages
to review the weather, check e-mail, listen to music, or
monitor local traffic conditions....
Associated Press, May 16
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Should minors be prohibited from accessing chat rooms and social-networking websites such as MySpace and 
Facebook on school or library computers, as the pending Deleting Online Predators Act, H.R. 5319, would require?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225BLNQ7QZL

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
May 10 poll:

Do you consider RFID and biometrics technology secure enough for use in your library?

YES.............38%
NO..............62%

(101 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
House bill would force libraries to block social websites
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/dopa.htm
Legislation introduced May 9 by Reps. Michael G. Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.) and Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) seeks to prohibit minors 
from accessing chat rooms and such popular social-networking websites as MySpace and Facebook on school or 
library computers. The Deleting Online Predators Act (PDF file), H.R. 5319, would require schools and libraries to 
block access to a broad selection of web content....

House Appropriations Committee challenges Smithsonian-Showtime deal
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/showtimesmith.htm



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/may/051706_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 11:50:53 AM]

The House Appropriations Committee cut the Smithsonian Institution’s budget by an additional $15 million May 10 
and demanded further information on the controversial deal between the museum and the Showtime Networks cable 
channels to create television programming, the New York Times reported May 11....

Harry Potter defeats another detractor
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/harryp.htm
In a unanimous decision May 11, the board of the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Schools voted that the Harry Potter 
series remain on the media-center shelves throughout the system. Their action constituted the final appeal for 
complainant Laura Mallory at the district level....

Naperville cites incompatibility with fingerprint ID system
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/naperville.htm
The Naperville (Ill.) Public Library has discontinued its project to install fingerprint scanners as a way for patrons to 
login on its public internet computers. The library had signed a $40,646 contract in May 2005 with the Naperville-
based U.S. Biometrics firm to add the technology during the summer, but the company encountered difficulties 
interfacing its AccessQ system with NPL’s Dynix patron-authentication database....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
School Libraries Work forum set for New Orleans; First Lady invited to keynote
http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/conferencesandevents/aaslannual/slf.htm
AASL and the Scholastic Foundation will host “School Libraries Work: Rebuilding for Learning,” a forum scheduled 
for June 26 during the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans. First Lady Laura Bush has been invited to keynote, 
and Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries grant recipients Hannah Rucker and Jennifer Koehl of St. 
Tammany Parish Junior High School in Slidell, Louisiana, will speak on a panel....

ALA opposes DOPA act
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/dopa06.htm
ALA President Michael Gorman issued a statement May 15 on the Deleting Online Predators Act: “As libraries are 
already required to block content that is ‘harmful to minors’ under the Children’s Internet Protection Act, DOPA is 
redundant and unnecessary legislation. Further, the proposed law would block access to some of the internet’s most 
powerful emerging technologies and learning applications, essentially stifling library users’ ability to participate fully 
in the educational opportunities the internet offers.”...

ALA urges more deliberation in LC cataloging changes
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/lccc06.htm
The ALA Executive Board adopted a statement May 12 concerning series authority control at the Library of Congress, 
reading in part: “ALA urges the Library of Congress to delay further implementation of its decision regarding 
providing series authority control for bibliographic records for sufficient time to enable informed response from the 
library community, including from organizations central to bibliographic control.”...

Burger to discuss “libraries on steroids” at Book Expo
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BurgeratBookExpo.htm
Leslie Burger, ALA president-elect and Princeton (N.J.) Public Library director, will speak on “Your Library on 
Steroids: How Public Libraries are Transforming their Communities,” Saturday, May 20, at Book Expo. The event will 
be held at the Washington (D.C.) Convention Center, Room 202B, 1–2 p.m....

ALA issues statement on proposed merger of NCLIS and IMLS
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/merger06.htm
The ALA Executive Board adopted a statement May 12 on the proposed merger of the U.S. National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science and the Institute of Museum and Library Services, reading in part: “In the event that 
the proposed merger of NCLIS and IMLS is approved by Congress, it is critical that the essential activities that NCLIS 
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performs are protected and preserved.”...

Wired magazine editor Chris Anderson to speak at ALA Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/caac06.htm
Chris Anderson, editor-in-chief of Wired magazine, will speak at the ALA Annual Conference program Monday, June 
26, at 10:30 a.m. He also will sign copies of his forthcoming book The Long Tail at the Hyperion booth in the 
conference exhibits area immediately after the program ends at noon....

Annual Conference offers tastes of New Orleans culture, history
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/noch06.htm
The ALA Annual Conference will offer attendees a veritable stew of local culture and history through a broad range of 
programs in New Orleans. Music, literature, politics and community-building are all on the menu....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Books for youth
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=booksforyouth
Lipsyte, Robert. Raiders Night. July 2006. 240p. HarperTempest, hardcover (0-06-059946-4). Grades 10–12. This 
grim, disturbing story about high-school football centers on Matt, who is a co-captain of the Nearmont Raiders. With 
Division One schools aggressively recruiting him, Matt’s future looks assured. His present, however, is a nightmare....

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
ALA revitalizes New Orleans
http://easylink.unikronvideostreaming.com/unikron/ala/ala1.rm
See for yourself what the ALA Annual Conference means to the city. Grab a cup of coffee and watch the ALA 
Revitalizes New Orleans video featuring featuring local librarians, local authors, and ALA President Michael Gorman 
and President-elect Leslie Burger. You can view the video in RealPlayer, or view the video in QuickTime. (You may 
need to download RealPlayer or QuickTime.) This video may take several minutes to download, so please be patient. 
The video is seven minutes long.
 

ALA volunteers to aid 22 libraries, schools, colleges, and community organizations
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/alavol06.htm
Starting June 23, more than 900 people will assist with community projects and library rebuilding efforts while 
attending ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans. The largest volunteer group—more than 200 people—will 
participate in an extreme makeover of the Children’s Resource Center, an historic Carnegie branch of the New Orleans 
Public Library. Award-winning children’s book illustrator Susan Guevara also will paint a mural based on her book 
Chato and the Party Animals....

How New Orleans flooded
http://www.nola.com/newslogs/tpupdates/index.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/2006_05_13.html
Generations of New Orleanians worked for 300 years to raise a great city in the often inhospitable terrain along the 
banks of the Mississippi River. It took Hurricane Katrina less than six hours to put that labor of love under water, 
damaging 200,000 homes and killing more than 1,200 people. View an interactive graphic that illustrates the levee 
breaches and the timeline of the city’s flooding after Katrina....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 13

Hurricane help from Highsmith
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http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/biz/index.php?ntid=83403&ntpid=3
Highsmith specializes in the design of library interiors. Known for its expertise and quality work, the Fort Atkinson 
company was selected by ALA to assist in the renovation of the Children’s Resource Center, one of several public 
libraries in New Orleans damaged last year by Hurricane Katrina....
Madison Wisconsin State Journal, May 10

Louisiana promoters’ message: New Orleans open for tourists
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/orl-neworleans1606may16,0,4855531.story?coll=orl-business-headlines
Selling a vacation spot that the world thinks is under water is not easy, no matter how many famous people lend their 
faces to your new ad campaign or how many free Cajun and Zydeco CDs you hand out, say Louisiana’s top tourism 
officials. The promoters’ driving theme: New Orleans and the surrounding areas are back in business, with the famous 
historical French Quarter virtually unscathed by the storm....
Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel, May 16

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
ACRL seeks editor for Information Literacy website
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ACRLseeksWebsiteeditor.htm
ACRL is seeking a member volunteer with extensive knowledge of, and experience related to, information literacy for 
a three-year appointment as editor for the ACRL Information Literacy website. The deadline for applications is June 
12....

ACRL announces 2007 Best Practices in Marketing academic libraries award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ACRLBestPracticesaward.htm
Sponsored by the ACRL Marketing Academic and Research Libraries Committee and funded by Springer, the Best 
Practices in Marketing Academic and Research Libraries @ your library award will be made to the academic/research 
library in each category (community college, college, and university) that demonstrates an outstanding best practices 
marketing program. Portfolios must be postmarked by December 4....

Bluh elected ALCTS president for 2007–2008
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BluhALCTSpresident2007.htm
Pamela Bluh, associate director for technical services and administration at the University of Maryland’s Thurgood 
Marshall Law Library, has been elected president of ALCTS for the 2007–2008 term....

AWARDS 
*******************************
Kembrew McLeod receives Eli M. Oboler Memorial Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/McLeodgetsObolerAward.htm
The Intellectual Freedom Round Table has awarded the Eli M. Oboler Memorial Award to Kembrew McLeod for his 
book Freedom of Expression®: Overzealous Copyright Bozos and Other Enemies of Creativity (Doubleday, 2005). 
The committee also recognized the author’s own commitment by making his text available as an Open Source 
publication....

CAL IFC receives 2006 ProQuest-SIRS award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/CALIFCgets2006SIRS.htm
The Intellectual Freedom Round Table has awarded the ProQuest-SIRS State and Regional Achievement Award to the 
Colorado Association of Libraries Intellectual Freedom Committee. The award recognizes successful and effective 
intellectual freedom committees or coalitions that have made a contribution to the freedom to read in libraries or to the 
intellectual freedom environment in which libraries function....
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AASL selects its 2006 award winners
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/AASLawardwinners.htm
AASL has announced the recipients of its 2006 annual awards, among them the Frances Henne award (to Gladys Fox), 
the Distinguished Service award (to Michael Eisenberg), and the Intellectual Freedom award (to Catherine Crain)....

LITA announces scholarship winners for 2006
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/LITAscholarshipwinners.htm
Eric Whitfield, Van Bich Thi Tran, and Marco Rodriguez are the winners of three master’s level scholarships 
sponsored by LITA jointly with Informata.com, LSSI, and OCLC....

2006 Library Interior Design awards announced
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/2006LibraryInteriorDesig.htm
ALA and the International Interior Design Association have selected 13 projects for recognition in the inaugural 
Library Interior Design Competition....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Budget cut would shutter EPA libraries
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/14/AR2006051400772.html
Proposed budget cuts could cripple a nationwide system of Environmental Protection Agency libraries that government 
researchers and others depend on for hard-to-find technical information, library advocates say. The $2-million cut 
sought by the White House would reduce the 35-year-old EPA Library Network’s budget by 80% and force many of 
its 10 regional libraries to close....
Washington Post, May 15

Protecting the nation’s memory (subscription required)
http://chronicle.com/weekly/v52/i37/37b02001.htm
History Professor Linda K. Kerber reminds us that, taken together, the National Archives reclassification project, the 
Smithsonian-Showtime deal, and the FBI’s interest in the Jack Anderson papers all involve the excessively generous 
definition by a federal agency of what the public has no right to see. If allowed to continue, the trend threatens our 
understanding both of the past and the present....
Chronicle of Higher Education, May 19

Former Poet Laureate Stanley Kunitz dies
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/15/AR2006051500755.html
Stanley Kunitz, 100, a former U.S. poet laureate and Pulitzer Prize winner whose expressive verse, social commitment, 
and generosity to young writers spanned three-quarters of a century, has died. He worked for the H. W. Wilson 
Company from 1928 to 1942, editing biographical reference works and serving as editor of the Wilson Library 
Bulletin....
Washington Post, May 15

Scan this book!
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/14/magazine/14publishing.html
Scanning technology has been around for decades, but digitized books didn’t make much sense until recently, when 
search engines like Google, Yahoo, Ask, and MSN came along. When millions of books have been scanned and their 
texts are made available in a single database, search technology will enable us to grab and read any book ever written. 
Ideally, in such a complete library we should also be able to read any article ever written in any newspaper, magazine, 
or journal....
New York Times Magazine, May 14

Student reading falls 12%
http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060507/NEWS/605070373/1001
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Library use at Montgomery, Alabama, public schools is down by more than 195,000 books from last year, when the 
district changed the way it grades reading. Circulation this school year, through April 30, was 1,341,981 books, 
compared with 1,535,267 for the same period last year, according to district numbers. The decrease is more than 
12%....
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, May 7

Why D.C. can’t read
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/14/AR2006051400804.html
When Coolidge High School librarian Lynn Kauffman received notice that her position was being eliminated, she was 
dumbfounded. Under pressure from parents and residents who support Kauffman’s efforts, Coolidge Principal L. 
Nelson Burton agreed to let her return half-time next year. But his initial decision to install a “computer lab 
coordinator” in the library stands—one more example of the D.C. public schools’ misplaced priorities and 
shortsightedness....
Washington Post, May 15

Rowling and Rushdie speak out for British libraries
http://books.guardian.co.uk/news/articles/0,,1775508,00.html
J. K. Rowling, Salman Rushdie, Irvine Welsh, and Jacqueline Wilson are among 150 authors who have pledged to 
help galvanize support for public libraries and combat their growing image problem. Rowling compared libraries to 
the World-Between-the-Worlds from C. S. Lewis’s Narnia books, “where visitors could enter a thousand different 
worlds by jumping into different pools.”...
The Guardian, May 15

Weimar library recovers, one rare book at a time
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/17/world/europe/17weimar.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
The town of Weimar in the former East Germany is recovering slowly from the extensive damage caused by a fire a 
year and a half ago that damaged or destroyed 72,000 volumes in the Duchess Anna Amalia Library, which was one of 
the greatest collections of old books and manuscripts in the world....
New York Times, May 17

Smashing image of a librarian
http://www.baltimoresun.com/features/custom/modernlife/bal-ml.drink14may14,0,7856618.story?coll=bal-modernlife-
headlines
Carla Hayden, “early 50-ish,” defies the stereotype of librarian. Stylish and sophisticated, with a strong interest in 
fashion, she has spent her career in libraries: in Pittsburgh, Chicago, and—for the last 12 years—as executive director 
of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore....
Baltimore Sun, May 14

Join the battle for literacy: read a book
http://www.2theadvocate.com/entertainment/books/2793521.html
Two years ago, the National Endowment for the Arts conducted a reading survey that found that there has been a 
dramatic decline in literary reading among all Americans. The NEA leadership wants to do something about this 
decline in reading, so the NEA is sponsoring the “Big Read,” a program to get communities to read one book....
The Baton Rouge Advocate, May 14

Woman’s love of books opens door to libraries
http://www.oregonlive.com/metrosouthwest/oregonian/index.ssf?
/base/metro_southwest_news/1146637596166040.xml&coll=7
Lucia Bliss’ traveling collection of the 1930s laid the foundation for today’s county system....
The Portland Oregonian, May 11

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
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*******************************
Copyright and the role of institutions in a peer-to-peer world (PDF file)
http://www.tushnet.com/MyLibrary.pdf
Georgetown University Law Professor Rebecca Tushnet explores how recent technological and legal trends are 
affecting public and school-affiliated libraries, which have special concerns that are not necessarily captured by an 
end-consumer-oriented analysis. Despite the promise that technology will empower individuals, we must recognize the 
crucial structural role of intermediaries that select and distribute copyrighted works....
UCLA Law Review, vol. 53, no. 4 (Apr.)

Libraries in social networking software
http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2006/05/10/libraries-in-social-networking-software/
Meredith Farkas surveys the place of libraries within social networks: “Before MySpace and Facebook, there was no 
one site that was so huge and pervasive and captured the attention of so many teens. It’s hard to point a finger at the 
Web and say it’s bad for kids and they shouldn’t use it; it’s easy to point a finger at a specific site or a few sites and 
blame them for everything that’s wrong with young people today.” She includes a list of useful resources on social 
networking software....
Information Wants to Be Free, May 10

Social networking safety tips for tweens and teens
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/tech/tec14.htm
The Federal Trade Commission is urging kids to add one more lesson to the list of safety and privacy lessons they 
should learn: Don’t post information about yourself online that you don’t want the whole world to know....
Federal Trade Commission, May

Information literacy for the 21st-century learner
http://www.dupagepress.com/COD/index.php?id=1165
NILRC will host a national teleconference on reaching at-risk high school and community college students, Friday, 
June 2, 12 noon–1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Panelists will discuss the disconnect between high schools and colleges in the 
teaching of information literacy skills....
Network of Illinois Learning Resources in Community Colleges

International academy adopts resolutions on ethics and openness
http://sils.unc.edu/news/releases/2006/05_ktgranada.htm
International leaders met at the crossroads of culture and tradition in Granada, Spain, on April 27 and 28 to discuss the 
future of library and information science education, which are facing a crossroads of their own. The Louis Round 
Wilson Academy approved its first general statements on ethics and openness—two topics of special concern for those 
responsible for the future stewardship of recorded knowledge....
University of North Carolina SILS, May 12

Yahoo launches website makeover
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-0605160178may16,1,325081.story?coll=chi-business-hed
Yahoo’s website unveiled a new look May 16 as the internet powerhouse strives to remain the world’s most popular 
online destination. The redesigned page includes more interactive features that reduce the need to click through to 
other pages to review the weather, check e-mail, listen to music, or monitor local traffic conditions....
Associated Press, May 16

CONTACT US
*******************************
George M. Eberhart, Editor: geberhart@ala.org
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Send feedback: aldirect@ala.org
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Longtime librarian 
Mary Jane Anderson dies
Mary Jane Anderson, former library
director and longtime ALA Council
member, died May 23 in Coralville, Iowa,
following a battle with cancer. She was
71. From 1974 to 1982 she was
executive director of the ALA Association
for Library Service to Children. Before
that, she served as editor of the
division’s journal, Top of the News from 1971–1974....

Ginnie Cooper named to head D.C. Public
Library
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library Executive Director Ginnie
Cooper has been selected to head District of Columbia Public
Library, which is about to embark on a major refurbishing,
including construction of a new central library and renovation
of branches....

Medway may shut library to balance budget
In the wake of residents’ failure to override Massachusetts’
Proposition 2 1/2 tax-limitation law, the town of Medway may
shut its library to balance its budget. The town’s Finance
Committee recommended May 10 that the library be closed
July 1, for a savings of $280,000, to offset Medway’s
expected $868,600 FY 2007 deficit....

Idaho trustees asked to revisit
Joy of Gay Sex
A group of concerned citizens urged the
Nampa, Idaho, city council May 14 to press
the city library board to revisit for a third
time its decision to retain the Joy of Gay
Sex in the library collection. “We have a lot
of kids in there,” Mayor Tom Dale said,
according to a May 17 Associated Press
report. “We need to have a safe place for them.”...

ProQuest ponders divestment in face of

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28.

Reaching Out to
Serve Older Adults,

an OLOS
preconference in New
Orleans, June 22–23.
Registration for ALA
members is $225.
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financial woes
ProQuest, the parent company of ProQuest Information and
Learning, is considering selling off its most profitable unit,
the Business Solutions division, in the face of financial
difficulties, according to a report in the May 7 Ann Arbor
News. The news comes in the midst of an internal
investigation into accounting mistakes that led the database
firm to overstate its earnings by more than $80 million over
five years....

Indictment in Gould theft from Canadian
National Library
A Texas woman has been indicted for allegedly stealing items
from Library and Archives Canada’s Glenn Gould collection in
Ottawa and selling them in New York City....

Hurricane relief fund reaches $350,000
Recent donations from Elsevier ($10,000), Friends of Libraries
USA ($4,000), and the Friends of Cedar Falls (Iowa) Public
Library ($5,000) pushed fundraising to a new high....

ALA opposes “National English Amendment”
to immigration reform bill
ALA has voiced strong opposition to the Inhofe Amendment
to S. 2611, the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of
2006....

Annual Conference forum to discuss role of
the public in democracy
The ALA Fostering Civic Engagement Membership Initiative
Group will sponsor a forum on “Democracy’s Challenge:
Reclaiming the Public's Role,” Saturday, June 24, at 1:30
p.m. “It is critical to the success of a democracy that citizens
learn how to deal with complex issues in company with
people of diverse opinions,” said co-convener and past ALA
President Nancy Kranich....

New advocacy tools for rural,
native, and tribal libraries to be
unveiled at Annual Conference
The Committee on Rural, Native, and
Tribal Libraries of All Kinds will be
introducing new tools and resources to
help small libraries (primarily with
populations under 10,000) conduct
advocacy and outreach efforts in their
communities. The “Rural Advocacy @ your
library Progress Update” will take place on Saturday, June
24, from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m., immediately following the
committee’s Town Hall Meeting....

Check out the new
ALA Graphics
Summer 2006

catalog for new
products and classic

favorites.

Confronting the Crisis
in Library Education:

A national teleconference
hosted by ALA President

Michael Gorman,
Friday, June 9, 11:00

a.m.–12:30 p.m., Central
time.

What do
YOU think?

Do you support
legislation making
English the official

language of the
United States?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
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Featured review: 
Media
After School Chinese: Level I.
Eight DVDs, two audio CDs,
and instruction book. Asia for
Kids (1-888194-73-9).
Sampled from this multipart
Mandarin instructional set,
jocular American host Donald Holder introduces
live-action clips of Chinese children starting a new
school year, meeting in a supermarket, and
partaking of other activities....

The man who knew too much
What haunts Louisiana State University scientist Ivor van
Heerden most is that a disaster in New Orleans was
inevitable. He and his colleagues at the LSU Hurricane Center
predicted it....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 23

NOAA predicts very active 2006 North
Atlantic hurricane season
Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Climate Prediction Center, National Hurricane
Center, and Hurricane Research Division have issued the
2006 Atlantic hurricane season outlook, which indicates an
80% chance of an above-normal hurricane season....
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, May 22

Hospitals set forth plans for hurricane
evacuations
Heading into hurricane season, hospitals in the New Orleans
area have beefed up emergency supplies and communication
abilities after applying lessons learned from Hurricane
Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Katrina report blames human errors
Hurricane Katrina wouldn’t have breached the region’s
hurricane protection system had it been properly financed,
designed, built, and maintained, say a group of forensic
scientists who are calling for strict new federal levee safety
standards and an end to “dysfunctional” local government
interference they say also hampers flood protection....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 22

May 17 poll:

Should minors be
prohibited from

accessing chat rooms
and social-networking

websites such as
MySpace and

Facebook on school or
library computers, as
the pending Deleting
Online Predators Act,

H.R. 5319, would
require?

YES.............26%
NO..............74%

(356 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected

responses to all AL
Direct polls, visit the
AL Online website.

Celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the
Belpré Awards with
ALSC and Reforma
during ALA Annual
Conference in New

Orleans.

 

CITY LIBRARIAN, 
Milwaukee Public
Library. Lead the
highly respected

Milwaukee Public
Library system into the

future as chief
administrative and

executive officer. This
rewarding and

challenging position is
part of the mayor’s
cabinet and a city

department head.....

http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652742
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652742
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652742
http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/living-6/1148380025213580.xml?nola
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2006/s2634.htm
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2006/s2634.htm
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/figure1.gif
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15621
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15621
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1148278528120750.xml&coll=1
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/BelpreAnniversary.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/BelpreAnniversary.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/milwaukeepl.htm


AL Direct, May 24, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/may/052406.htm[7/17/2014 11:50:56 AM]

Aquarium restocks 6,000 animals in time for
reopening
After nearly nine months and $3.5 million in repairs, the
Aquarium of the Americas and the Entergy Imax Theater
reopens at noon May 26. Four days earlier, a chartered
Federal Express plane arriving from Monterey, Calif., landed
in New Orleans at 2 p.m. The passengers were the
aquarium’s guests of honor and returning heroes—the 19
penguins and two sea otters that survived Hurricane
Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Slow tourism stifles Orleans sales taxes
First-quarter sales tax revenues show shoppers continue to
spend more money in Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes
than last year but Orleans Parish numbers paint a much
different picture....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Bouncing back
Even though most national retail chains have had experience
rebounding from disasters in other states, few have ever
faced a situation like the one they’re dealing with in New
Orleans. More than 75% of the local stores run by the
nation’s largest retail chains have reopened, and though none
will release specific sales figures, experts and retail industry
officials say business is strong....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 21

AASL seeks proposals for its
13th national conference
AASL announces its 2007 requests for
program and exploratorium proposals for
its 13th national conference and
exhibition, whose theme is “The Future Begins @ your
library.” The conference will be held October 25–28, 2007, in
Reno, Nevada....

Sara Kelly Johns elected 2007–
2008 AASL president
Sara Kelly Johns, school library media
specialist at Lake Placid (N.Y.) Middle/High
School, has been elected AASL president for
2007–2008. She also serves as associate
editor of AASL’s Knowledge Quest journal....

ALCTS supports “Urgent Action” statement to
preserve scholarly electronic journals
Joining with other library organizations working to preserve
journals, ALCTS board has endorsed the statement “Urgent
Action Needed to Preserve Scholarly Electronic Journals.”...

Forum on series authority records slated for
Annual Conference

See American Libraries

HOT JOBS ONLINE
for more career
opportunities.

Preconferences
on health and

early literacy have
been added to the

October 11–15 Joint
Conference of

Librarians of Color,
the first-ever

national conference
of the five caucus
library associations
of color, to be held

in Dallas. Early
Bird Registration

is open through
June 9.
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Stories inside include:

Leaders As
Readers

Opening New
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The Higher
Purpose of
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Librarianship
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ALCTS has added to its Annual Conference roster a forum
regarding the Library of Congress Series Authority Record
decision to cease creating series authority records....

RUSA announces new business reference
award
RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section has
announced a new award, the Emerald Research Grant Award,
to support business reference research. Two $5,000 cash
awards, donated by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, will be
given to ALA members seeking support to conduct research
in business librarianship....

YALSA hosts Teen Tech Week
logo contest
YALSA is launching Teen Tech Week, a
new celebration to be held for the first
time in March 2007, aimed at getting teens to use their
libraries for the different technologies that are offered there,
such as DVDs, databases, audiobooks, and video games. To
kick off Teen Tech Week, YALSA members are encouraged to
have their teens enter the Teen Tech Week logo contest....

Elva Garza named 2006 Trejo Librarian of the
Year
The managing librarian of the Austin (Tex.) Public Library’s
St. John branch has been selected as the recipient of 2006
Trejo Librarian of the Year Award by the Trejo Foster
Foundation for Hispanic Library Education. Elva Garza is
being recognized for “strongly advocating for the Latino and
immigrant community, significant library work and community
outreach, and active nationwide contributions to Reforma.”...

Library of Congress announces “Letters about
Literature” winners
The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress has
announced the state winners in its 2005–2006 “Letters About
Literature” reading and writing program, in which students in
grades 4–12 share a personal letter they have written to an
author, living or dead, from any genre, explaining how that
author’s work changed the student’s way of thinking about
the world or themselves....

Proposition 81: A new chapter for California’s
libraries?
On June 6, California voters will finally decide whether to
invest $600 million to modernize aging public libraries around
the state. Still, Proposition 81 won’t come close to meeting
the massive needs of library systems statewide, which a
2003 survey by the California State Library put at $4.4
billion....
Los Angeles Times, May 23

By June 15: 
The Fourth
International
Conference on
the Book is calling
for papers on
themes relating to
the book—
including the past,
present, and
future of
publishing; and
libraries, literacy,
and learning in the
information
society.

July 8–12:
American
Association of
Law Libraries,
Annual Meeting
and Conference,
St. Louis, Missouri.
“Pioneering
Change.” Contact:
312-939-4764.

July 30–
August 5: 
Children’s
Literature New
England, 20th
Institute, Saint
Michael’s College,
Colchester,
Vermont. “The
Heroic Ideal
Revisited.”
Contact: Martha M.
Walke, 802-765-
4935.

Ongoing: 
Simmons College
Graduate School
of Library and
Information
Science offers an
ongoing series of
online workshops.
Current workshops
include: “Working
with Students with
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Wellesley’s library branches will close
Despite a lengthy and spirited grassroots campaign to
preserve two Wellesley, Mass., branch libraries, the Fells and
Hills buildings will close July 1. It’s not clear if the buildings
will ever reopen, said Marla Robinson, chairwoman of the
town’s board of library trustees....
Boston Globe, May 21

Web inventor warns of “dark” net
Recent attempts in the U.S. to try to charge for different
levels of online web access were not “part of the internet
model,” Sir Tim Berners-Lee said at the WWW2006
conference in Edinburgh, Scotland. He warned that if the
U.S. decided to go ahead with a two-tier internet, the
network would enter “a dark period.”...
BBC News, May 23

Bold new chapter that’s long overdue
From the outside it looks like an internet cafe. A laptop bar
faces into the street, and if you peer beyond the row of
busily typing figures, there are clusters of PCs and a giant
plasma screen high on one wall. Made of glass, with floor-to-
ceiling windows, and filled with bright modern sofas and
tables, it is possibly the most enticing building in Glasgow,
Scotland....
Glasgow Herald, May 23

Budget woes loom as new library draws oohs
and aahs
The new Minneapolis Central Library is gorgeous, state-of-
the-art, efficient and accessible to everyone—when the doors
aren’t locked. After the May 20 grand-opening celebrations,
the inadequacy of the operating budget for the city’s 15-
library system will loom like the 30-foot Beverly Pepper
sculpture on the building’s Nicollet Mall side....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, May 19

Parent loses fight to ban book
An 11-member advisory committee of parents, teachers and
librarians voted unanimously May 18 to keep Abduction!
despite Shiuvan Harris’s testimony that it was too violent.
Harris had filed papers to have the book pulled from the
shelves of two middle- and eight elementary school
libraries....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, May 19

Internet filters: A public policy report
“Although some may say that the debate is over and that
filters are now a fact of life, it is never too late to rethink
bad policy choices,” according to a new edition of a blocking-
software study (PDF file) from the Free Expression Policy
Project of New York University’s Brennan Center for Justice,
completely revised from the first edition issued in fall 2001....
Brennan Center for Justice, May 17

Patriot Act brochure available
for library patrons

Special Needs in
School Libraries,”
“Manga, MP3s, and
MMORPGs: New
Mediums and
Young Adults,”
“Search Engines:
Newest, Best, and
Latest Tips,” and
“Training
Paraprofessionals
for Expanding
Instructional
Programs.”
Contact: Jody
Walker, 617-521-
2803.

Ongoing: 
Online
Programming for
All Libraries
offers a variety of
interactive online
programs for
library staff and
library users.
Johnson County
(Kans.) Library has
announced a
monthly series of
professional
development
opportunities for
librarians that will
be offered through
the OPAL
collaborative on
the third Friday of
each month at
11:00 a.m.
Eastern time.

More Datebook
items...

 

“Action heroes are
always saying stuff
like 'Follow that car!'
but I believe The Da
Vinci Code is the
first movie where
the hero says,
instead, 'I have to
get to a library.
Fast!'”

—Chris Hewitt, St. Paul
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The Colorado Association of Libraries’
Intellectual Freedom Committee has
updated its award-winning brochure (PDF
file) on the Patriot Act to reflect the
changes made in 2006, and encourages librarians to share
the information with their patrons by reproducing the flyer
for distribution in your library....
Colorado Association of Libraries, May 15

D.C. dress auction on Ebay to benefit Gulf
Coast school libraries (PDF format)
Former first ladies, female U.S. senators, and Senate spouses
have donated a total of 100 dresses to an auction that will
benefit the Laura Bush Foundation’s Gulf Coast School
Libraries Initiative. The online auction ends May 26....
Laura Bush Foundation, May 16

University of Michigan study finds patients
need librarians
For 65% of visitors to the Comprehensive Cancer Center’s
Patient Education Resource Center in Ann Arbor, Michigan, a
professional search returned information they had not
obtained from other sources. An additional 30% said the
librarian provided some new information....
University of Michigan Health System, May 23

The central problem of Library 2.0: Privacy
Transforming library services by making them more
personalized, more interactive, and more web-based along
Web 2.0 lines has a logic to it that is ineluctable and exciting,
according to Rory Litwin. The difficulty we have to grapple
with is that libraries and Web 2.0 services are based on
serving two very different essential activities, and those
activities have an opposite relationship to privacy....
Library Juice, May 22

The book is dead, long live the book
Books are outmoded means of communicating information,
writes Jeff Jarvis. They limit how knowledge can be found
because they have to sit on a shelf under one address....
Buzz Machine, May 19

(Minn.) Pioneer Press , May
18.
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Do you support legislation making English the official language of the United States?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225CARWM8SP

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
May 17 poll:

Should minors be prohibited from accessing chat rooms and social-networking websites such as MySpace and 
Facebook on school or library computers, as the pending Deleting Online Predators Act, H.R. 5319, would require?

YES.............26%
NO..............74%

(356 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Longtime librarian Mary Jane Anderson dies
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/anderson.htm
Mary Jane Anderson, former library director and longtime ALA Council member, died May 23 in Coralville, Iowa, 
following a battle with cancer. She was 71. From 1974 to 1982 she was executive director of the ALA Association for 
Library Service to Children. Before that, she served as editor of the division’s journal, Top of the News from 1971–
1974....

Ginnie Cooper named to head D.C. Public Library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/cooperdc.htm
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Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library Executive Director Ginnie Cooper has been selected to head District of Columbia 
Public Library, which is about to embark on a major refurbishing, including construction of a new central library and 
renovation of branches....

Medway may shut library to balance budget
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/medway.htm
In the wake of residents’ failure to override Massachusetts’ Proposition 2 1/2 tax-limitation law, the town of Medway 
may shut its library to balance its budget. The town’s Finance Committee recommended May 10 that the library be 
closed July 1, for a savings of $280,000, to offset Medway’s expected $868,600 FY 2007 deficit....

Idaho trustees asked to revisit Joy of Gay Sex
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/nampa.htm
A group of concerned citizens urged the Nampa, Idaho, city council May 14 to press the city library board to revisit for 
a third time its decision to retain the Joy of Gay Sex in the library collection. “We have a lot of kids in there,” Mayor 
Tom Dale said, according to a May 17 Associated Press report. “We need to have a safe place for them.”...

ProQuest ponders divestment in face of financial woes
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/proquestdivest.htm
ProQuest, the parent company of ProQuest Information and Learning, is considering selling off its most profitable unit, 
the Business Solutions division, in the face of financial difficulties, according to a report in the May 7 Ann Arbor 
News. The news comes in the midst of an internal investigation into accounting mistakes that led the database firm to 
overstate its earnings by more than $80 million over five years....

Indictment in Gould theft from Canadian National Library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/gouldtheftindictment.htm
A Texas woman has been indicted for allegedly stealing items from Library and Archives Canada’s Glenn Gould 
collection in Ottawa and selling them in New York City....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Hurricane relief fund reaches $350,000
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/gouldtheftindictment.htm
Recent donations from Elsevier ($10,000), Friends of Libraries USA ($4,000), and the Friends of Cedar Falls (Iowa) 
Public Library ($5,000) pushed fundraising to a new high....

ALA opposes “National English Amendment” to immigration reform bill
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/englishonlyamendment.htm
ALA has voiced strong opposition to the Inhofe Amendment to S. 2611, the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act 
of 2006....

Annual Conference forum to discuss role of the public in democracy
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Memberstodiscussdemocrac.htm
The ALA Fostering Civic Engagement Membership Initiative Group will sponsor a forum on “Democracy’s Challenge: 
Reclaiming the Public's Role,” Saturday, June 24, at 1:30 p.m. “It is critical to the success of a democracy that citizens 
learn how to deal with complex issues in company with people of diverse opinions,” said co-convener and past ALA 
President Nancy Kranich.... 

New advocacy tools for rural, native, and tribal libraries to be unveiled at Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Newadvocacytoolsrural.htm
The Committee on Rural, Native, and Tribal Libraries of All Kinds will be introducing new tools and resources to help 
small libraries (primarily with populations under 10,000) conduct advocacy and outreach efforts in their communities. 
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The “Rural Advocacy @ your library Progress Update” will take place on Saturday, June 24, from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m., 
immediately following the committee’s Town Hall Meeting....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Media
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652742
After School Chinese: Level I. Eight DVDs, two audio CDs, and instruction book. Asia for Kids (1-888194-73-9). 
Sampled from this multipart Mandarin instructional set, jocular American host Donald Holder introduces live-action 
clips of Chinese children starting a new school year, meeting in a supermarket, and partaking of other activities....
 

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
The man who knew too much
http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/living-6/1148380025213580.xml?nola
What haunts Louisiana State University scientist Ivor van Heerden most is that a disaster in New Orleans was 
inevitable. He and his colleagues at the LSU Hurricane Center predicted it....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 23

NOAA predicts very active 2006 North Atlantic hurricane season
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2006/s2634.htm
Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center, National Hurricane 
Center, and Hurricane Research Division have issued the 2006 Atlantic hurricane season outlook, which indicates an 
80% chance of an above-normal hurricane season....
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, May 22

Hospitals set forth plans for hurricane evacuations
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15621
Heading into hurricane season, hospitals in the New Orleans area have beefed up emergency supplies and 
communication abilities after applying lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Katrina report blames human errors
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1148278528120750.xml&coll=1
Hurricane Katrina wouldn’t have breached the region’s hurricane protection system had it been properly financed, 
designed, built, and maintained, say a group of forensic scientists who are calling for strict new federal levee safety 
standards and an end to “dysfunctional” local government interference they say also hampers flood protection....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 22

Aquarium restocks 6,000 animals in time for reopening
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15619
After nearly nine months and $3.5 million in repairs, the Aquarium of the Americas and the Entergy Imax Theater 
reopens at noon May 26. Four days earlier, a chartered Federal Express plane arriving from Monterey, Calif., landed in 
New Orleans at 2 p.m. The passengers were the aquarium’s guests of honor and returning heroes—the 19 penguins and 
two sea otters that survived Hurricane Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Slow tourism stifles Orleans sales taxes
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15625
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First-quarter sales tax revenues show shoppers continue to spend more money in Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes 
than last year but Orleans Parish numbers paint a much different picture....
New Orleans City Business, May 22

Bouncing back
http://www.nola.com/business/t-p/index.ssf?/base/money-0/114819466632350.xml&coll=1
Even though most national retail chains have had experience rebounding from disasters in other states, few have ever 
faced a situation like the one they’re dealing with in New Orleans. More than 75% of the local stores run by the 
nation’s largest retail chains have reopened, and though none will release specific sales figures, experts and retail 
industry officials say business is strong....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 21

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
AASL seeks proposals for its 13th national conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/AASLseeksproposals.htm
AASL announces its 2007 requests for program and exploratorium proposals for its 13th national conference and 
exhibition, whose theme is “The Future Begins @ your library.” The conference will be held October 25–28, 2007, in 
Reno, Nevada....

Sara Kelly Johns elected 2007–2008 AASL president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/JohnsAASLpresident.htm
Sara Kelly Johns, school library media specialist at Lake Placid (N.Y.) Middle/High School, has been elected AASL 
president for 2007–2008. She also serves as associate editor of AASL’s Knowledge Quest journal....

ALCTS supports “Urgent Action” statement to preserve scholarly electronic journals
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ALCTSUrgentActionstateme.htm
Joining with other library organizations working to preserve journals, ALCTS board has endorsed the statement 
“Urgent Action Needed to Preserve Scholarly Electronic Journals.”...

Forum on series authority records slated for Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ALCTSNewForumSeriesRecor.htm
ALCTS has added to its Annual Conference roster a forum regarding the Library of Congress Series Authority Record 
decision to cease creating series authority records....

RUSA announces new business reference award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/RUSAnewbusinessaward.htm
RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section has announced a new award, the Emerald Research Grant Award, to 
support business reference research. Two $5,000 cash awards, donated by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, will be 
given to ALA members seeking support to conduct research in business librarianship....

YALSA hosts Teen Tech Week logo contest
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/YALSATeenTechWeek.htm
YALSA is launching Teen Tech Week, a new celebration to be held for the first time in March 2007, aimed at getting 
teens to use their libraries for the different technologies that are offered there, such as DVDs, databases, audiobooks, 
and video games. To kick off Teen Tech Week, YALSA members are encouraged to have their teens enter the Teen 
Tech Week logo contest....

AWARDS 
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*******************************
Elva Garza named 2006 Trejo Librarian of the Year
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/GarzaTrejoLibrarian.htm
The managing librarian of the Austin (Tex.) Public Library’s St. John branch has been selected as the recipient of 2006 
Trejo Librarian of the Year Award by the Trejo Foster Foundation for Hispanic Library Education. Elva Garza is being 
recognized for “strongly advocating for the Latino and immigrant community, significant library work and community 
outreach, and active nationwide contributions to Reforma.”...

Library of Congress announces “Letters about Literature” winners
http://www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/letters.html
The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress has announced the state winners in its 2005–2006 “Letters About 
Literature” reading and writing program, in which students in grades 4–12 share a personal letter they have written to 
an author, living or dead, from any genre, explaining how that author’s work changed the student’s way of thinking 
about the world or themselves....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Proposition 81: A new chapter for California’s libraries?
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-library23may23,0,4178217.story?coll=la-home-local
On June 6, California voters will finally decide whether to invest $600 million to modernize aging public libraries 
around the state. Still, Proposition 81 won’t come close to meeting the massive needs of library systems statewide, 
which a 2003 survey by the California State Library put at $4.4 billion....
Los Angeles Times, May 23

Wellesley’s library branches will close
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2006/05/21/wellesleys_library_branches_will_close/
Despite a lengthy and spirited grassroots campaign to preserve two Wellesley, Mass., branch libraries, the Fells and 
Hills buildings will close July 1. It’s not clear if the buildings will ever reopen, said Marla Robinson, chairwoman of 
the town’s board of library trustees....
Boston Globe, May 21

Web inventor warns of “dark” net
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/5009250.stm
Recent attempts in the U.S. to try to charge for different levels of online web access were not “part of the internet 
model,” Sir Tim Berners-Lee said at the WWW2006 conference in Edinburgh, Scotland. He warned that if the U.S. 
decided to go ahead with a two-tier internet, the network would enter “a dark period.”...
BBC News, May 23

Bold new chapter that’s long overdue
http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/62468.html
From the outside it looks like an internet cafe. A laptop bar faces into the street, and if you peer beyond the row of 
busily typing figures, there are clusters of PCs and a giant plasma screen high on one wall. Made of glass, with floor-
to-ceiling windows, and filled with bright modern sofas and tables, it is possibly the most enticing building in 
Glasgow, Scotland....
Glasgow Herald, May 23

Budget woes loom as new library draws oohs and aahs
http://www.startribune.com/462/story/444211.html
The new Minneapolis Central Library is gorgeous, state-of-the-art, efficient and accessible to everyone—when the 
doors aren’t locked. After the May 20 grand-opening celebrations, the inadequacy of the operating budget for the city’s 
15-library system will loom like the 30-foot Beverly Pepper sculpture on the building’s Nicollet Mall side....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, May 19
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Parent loses fight to ban book
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/14614788.htm
An 11-member advisory committee of parents, teachers and librarians voted unanimously May 18 to keep Abduction! 
despite Shiuvan Harris’s testimony that it was too violent. Harris had filed papers to have the book pulled from the 
shelves of two middle- and eight elementary school libraries....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, May 19

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Internet filters: A public policy report
http://www.fepproject.org/policyreports/filters2intro.html
“Although some may say that the debate is over and that filters are now a fact of life, it is never too late to rethink bad 
policy choices,” according to a new edition of a blocking-software study (PDF file) from the Free Expression Policy 
Project of New York University’s Brennan Center for Justice, completely revised from the first edition issued in fall 
2001....
Brennan Center for Justice, May 17

Patriot Act brochure available for library patrons
http://www.cal-webs.org/if_patriot.html
The Colorado Association of Libraries’ Intellectual Freedom Committee has updated its award-winning brochure (PDF 
file) on the Patriot Act to reflect the changes made in 2006, and encourages librarians to share the information with 
their patrons by reproducing the flyer for distribution in your library....
Colorado Association of Libraries, May 15 

D.C. dress auction on Ebay to benefit Gulf Coast school libraries (PDF format)
http://www.laurabushfoundation.org/gcslri/senate_spouses_press_release.pdf
Former first ladies, female U.S. senators, and Senate spouses have donated a total of 100 dresses to an auction that will 
benefit the Laura Bush Foundation’s Gulf Coast School Libraries Initiative. The online auction ends May 26....
Laura Bush Foundation, May 16

University of Michigan study finds patients need librarians
http://www.cancer.med.umich.edu/news/medinfo06.htm
For 65% of visitors to the Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Patient Education Resource Center in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, a professional search returned information they had not obtained from other sources. An additional 30% 
said the librarian provided some new information....
University of Michigan Health System, May 23

The central problem of Library 2.0: Privacy
http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=68
Transforming library services by making them more personalized, more interactive, and more web-based along Web 
2.0 lines has a logic to it that is ineluctable and exciting, according to Rory Litwin. The difficulty we have to grapple 
with is that libraries and Web 2.0 services are based on serving two very different essential activities, and those 
activities have an opposite relationship to privacy....
Library Juice, May 22

The book is dead, long live the book
http://www.buzzmachine.com/index.php/2006/05/19/the-book-is-dead-long-live-the-book/
Books are outmoded means of communicating information, writes Jeff Jarvis. They limit how knowledge can be found 
because they have to sit on a shelf under one address....
Buzz Machine, May 19
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Appeals court: Patriot Act’s gag provision
probably unlawful
A federal appeals judge has criticized the FBI’s permanent
ban on speech in terrorism investigations—the gag provision
allowed by National Security Letters (NSLs) authorized by the
USA Patriot Act—as probably unconstitutional in the light of
recent congressional amendments to the law....

Gov. Jeb Bush vetoes Florida library
appropriations
As part of an unprecedented $448.7-million line-item veto of
state funding, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush slashed a total of $5.8
million in grants to public libraries, pilot projects for library
homework help and web-based high-school texts, and
funding for a joint-use library in Tampa. Bush, whose term
runs out in January 2007, said as he signed the $73.9-billion
state budget May 25 that he was pleased to leave the state
with a $6.4-billion reserve cushion against hard times....

Net neutrality bill passes House committee
The House Judiciary Committee sent to the full House May 25
a bill that would forbid internet service providers from
charging higher fees to providers of bandwidth-intensive data
files for access to high-speed connections. The Internet
Freedom and Nondiscrimination Act of 2006, introduced May
18 by Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), passed out of
committee by a vote of 20–13....

Sprinklers were recommended for University
of New Mexico in 2002
A consultant recommended fire-suppression systems four
years ago for the University of New Mexico’s Zimmerman
Library, which suffered serious damage from an April 30
blaze. Sprinklers were among many recommendations in the
97-page UNM General Library Preservation Assessment,
which was completed in 2002 by University of Utah
Preservation Librarian Randy Silverman....

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28.

Take advantage of
ALA’s Conference

Placement Service in
New Orleans. Job

seekers, employers,
and recruitment

vendors can register at
the HRDR website.
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Leslie Burger attends ACLU press conference
ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger attended the May 30 ACLU
press conference at which four Connecticut librarians spoke
publicly for the first time about their experience as recipients
of a National Security Letter (NSL) demanding library records.
She officially thanked Library Connection on behalf of
America’s library users for their “bravery and patriotism” in
fighting the government’s order and expressed regret that
Library Connection was barred from speaking to Congress
about the USA Patriot Act before the law was renewed earlier
this year....

Mississippi State Library and
SOLINET to cosponsor ALA
Advocacy Institute
The Mississippi State Library and SOLINET have
joined the growing list of cosponsors for the
ALA Advocacy Institute, scheduled for Friday,
June 23, during Annual Conference in New
Orleans....

Small business start-ups begin @ your library
Every year, more than 500,000 entrepreneurs start new
businesses in the United States. But how and where, with
little money beyond what they can borrow on credit cards or
from family and friends, do they do the market research,
licensing, and all the rest of what it takes to succeed? The
answer is @ your library....

 

 

Featured review: 
Reference
Dalzell, Tom, and Terry Victor
(editors). The New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English. Routledge,
Jan. 2006. (0-415-21258-8).
The king is dead. Long live the
king! Since 1937 the standard
dictionary of English slang has
been Eric Partridge’s The Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English. In edition after edition,
Partridge enumerated slang words, provided
quotations both to illustrate use and to date
origins, cited other authorities, and applied usage
labels. English has changed; society has changed;
the time has come for a new Partridge....

Atlas and dictionary

Information and
links related to the
7th edition (January

2006) of the
Intellectual

Freedom Manual
can be found online
on the Office for

Intellectual
Freedom website.

Check out Best of the
Best Business Web

Sites, RUSA’s
recommended business

web resources.

The Dollar General
fund will provide
grants to public

schools whose school
library program has
been affected by a

disaster. Grants are to
replace or supplement

books, media, or
library equipment in
the school library
setting. Apply by

June 1 to receive the
earliest consideration.

ALA’s International
Relations Office has
created a database
that allows you to

search the
international

activities of librarians.
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update, 2006
The atlases and dictionaries
listed here are ones we’ve seen
since our last Atlas and
Dictionary Update in the May 15, 2005, issue.
Some of the annotations are excerpts of reviews
previously published in RBB; others are brief notes
on new editions....

A deluge of errors sank New
Orleans
As hurricanes come, New Orleans always is
going to be a special case. Nature makes it
vulnerable. Human error and fecklessness,
though, were what turned the hurricane of
’05 into The Great Deluge. That’s the title
historian Douglas Brinkley chose for his book
about the first week of Katrina. The book
was written on the run. The author
evacuated with the foresighted and the lucky before the
storm hit....
Palm Beach (Fla.) Post, May 28

New Orleans to remain “second city” for
some time
By even the most optimistic estimates, it will be a decade
before New Orleans is again a city of 455,000. The grim
population outlook all but assures Louisiana will lose another
seat in Congress, thereby reducing its clout and influence in
Washington. While no one is sure how many people are back
in New Orleans, the best guess is around 200,000....
Shreveport (La.) Times, May 28

Sweeping downtown revitalization plan
unveiled
In a sweeping downtown revitalization plan being unveiled
May 30, the Hyatt Regency New Orleans Hotel and the New
Orleans Shopping Center will be turned into a modern 20-
acre multi-use National Jazz Center and park buttressed by
public office buildings....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 30

City on a shoestring
New Orleans does not have enough money to provide basic
city services to residents. It was true before Hurricane
Katrina and it is even more true now. Garbage is collected
once a week now, rather than twice as it was pre-Katrina.
Many city traffic lights are dead and others blink like
Christmas lights....
New Orleans City Business, May 29

Post-Katrina New Orleans

To create a profile or
search the database,

visit the Global Reach
website.

What do
YOU think?

Do you think
federal library

employees have the
right, under the

First Amendment,
to expose

suspected agency
misconduct and

inefficiency in the
course of their
employment?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
May 24 poll:

Do you support
legislation making
English the official

language of the United
States?

YES.............56%
NO...............44%

(522 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected responses
to all AL Direct polls,

visit the AL Online
website.
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This FAQ answers many questions about current
transportation and facilities in New Orleans....
New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau

Airport shuttle service
Shuttle service is available to and from downtown New
Orleans hotels, the French Quarter, and the Convention
Center for $13 per person one way or $26 per person round
trip....
Airport Shuttle New Orleans

ACRL announces speakers for its
Baltimore Conference
Luz Mangurian (right), Tracy Mitrano, David
Silver, and Sanford Ungar are among the
speakers invited to present papers at
ACRL’s 13th National Conference, to be
held in Baltimore, March 29–April 1, 2007.
Mangurian, former professor of biology at
Towson University, will discuss her research
on learning and the neurosciences and how
it can be applied in higher education....

ALCTS issues statement on the LC series
authority record decision
The board of directors of ALCTS issued a statement last week
in response to LC’s announcement April 20 that it would
cease performing series authority work for the bibliographic
records it creates. The statement, drafted by the Cataloging
and Classification Section with input from the Serials Section,
was forwarded to the Library of Congress....

ALCTS Annual Conference forums in New
Orleans
ALCTS recently inaugurated a forum series, held at various
times during each ALA conference, to provide its members
the opportunity to hear experts discuss important topics of
current concern to the ALCTS and library community.
Upcoming forums in New Orleans include such topics as
digital preservation and serials standards....

AASL’s “Get out the Vote” campaign
generated increased turnout
As a result of AASL’s “Get Out the Vote” campaign launched
in early spring, voting by its members in the 2006 ALA
election increased by 39% from last year: 2,178 AASL
members voted in 2006, compared to only 1,571 in 2005,
1,590 in 2004, 1,228 in 2003, and 1,321 in 2002....

Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty TF adds
new sections to its website
The SRRT Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task Force has
made two important additions to its website—a new
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resources section and a new organizations section....

Winners of the Asian/Pacific
American Award for Literature
named
Aloft, Kira Kira, and Firekeeper’s Son are
the winners in three categories of the
Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature.
The awards honor and recognize individual
works published in 2004 and 2005 about
Asian/Pacific Americans and their heritages
based on literary and artistic merit....

Four librarians break silence in records case
Four Connecticut librarians who had been barred from
revealing that they had received a request for patrons’
records from the federal government spoke out May 30,
expressing frustration about the sweeping powers given to
law enforcement authorities by the USA Patriot Act....
New York Times, May 31

French National Library sues Brooklyn dealer
over manuscript
France’s national library has filed suit against a Brooklyn
artifact dealer, demanding the return of a centuries-old book
that was stolen before he purchased it at a New York
auction, a library official said....
Associated Press, May 29

Lott thanks Maryland Library Association for
restoring hope
Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) sent a letter to John Taube, director
of the Allegany County (Md.) Library System, that read in
part: “It was hard to find hope among the despair following
Aug. 29, 2005, but when John Taube, Judy Castleman, and
Jan Carder drove to Pearlington [PDF file], hope came with
them. Words cannot express our gratitude for the
bookmobile and your generous donation....”
Cumberland (Md.) Times-News, May 27

Justices set limits on public employees’
speech rights
The Supreme Court declared May 30, in a ruling affecting
millions of government employees, that the Constitution does
not always protect their free-speech rights for what they say
on the job. In a 5–4 decision, the court held that public
employees’ free-speech rights are protected when they speak
out as citizens on matters of public concern, but not when
they speak out in the course of their official duties....
New York Times, May 30

The library: Next best thing to an MBA
Across the country, public libraries are giving would-be
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“Children's
Drawings of the
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entrepreneurs a helping hand with resources and expert
guidance. The sheer volume of library resources available is
staggering. It wouldn’t be a stretch to say that many could
rival an MBA program in terms of the tools they offer for
instruction and information—available for little or no cost...
Business Week, May 25

The Pandora’s box of social networking
MySpace claimed almost 5 million registered users in 2005,
and that number has grown to exceed 70 million today.
Though currently the most popular, MySpace is only one of a
number of social networking sites online, and their
attractiveness to teens and pre-teens has spawned worry
over a growing internet menace....
TechNewsWorld, May 31

Scholarly squeeze
Allowing undergraduates into the British Library’s reading
rooms has led to exclusion, not inclusion. The library last
year decided to let the undergraduate masses into the
reading rooms. On the face of it, a good idea. But the
studied calm of the reading room has given way to a hum of
mobile phone ringtones, chit-chat, and pubescent
histrionics....
The Guardian, May 29

 
Amnesty International targets net repression
Amnesty International is celebrating 45 years of activism by
highlighting governments’ use of the internet to suppress
dissent. The campaign will push for the release of those
jailed for speaking out online and name high-tech firms
aiding governments that limit online protests....
BBC News, May 28

Chicago’s summer reading
program
The Chicago Public Library is teaming
up with the Field Museum to get kids
“Wrapped Up in Reading” this summer.
Children will celebrate Ancient Egypt
(and the King Tut exhibit at the Field)
with an eight-week Summer Reading
Program, June 12–August 5. Chicago-
area readers of all ages are encouraged
to participate by reading a book and
reporting on it at any of the 79 CPL locations....
Chicago Public Library

Summer reading
vodcast 
Charlotte, North Carolina, area
teens at ImaginOn created this
video to promote their summer
reading program. The video,
which shows how teens can get
inspired about a 30-hour
reading program, is available
for viewing at YouTube, where
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it will start playing when you visit the site....
Alternative Teen Services, May 19

Chicago Public Library: A new
strategic plan
CPL has come up with a new strategic plan
(PDF file) for the city’s libraries. Developed
as a collaborative effort with the Chicago
Public Library Foundation and with
generous pro bono consultation from the
Boston Consulting Group, CPL 2010
identifies 20 goals in four key Areas of
Strength upon which the institution will
build, and 10 goals in three Areas of New Strategic
Opportunity....
Chicago Public Library Foundation

Thinking about libraries and access
Walt Crawford’s “Perspective” offers some thoughts on how
trends in access affect libraries’ ability to maintain strong
collections, provide long-term access, and provide access to
resources in all disciplines (not all disciplines at equal
collection levels in all libraries, of course). Think of this essay
as an extended answer to the question, “Why do I write
about library access at all—and why don’t I stick to open
access?”...
Cites & Insights, June

LC captures the Web
The Library of Congress has launched a website devoted to
information about its program to capture and preserve
historically important websites so that they can be accessed
by future generations of users....
Library of Congress, May 25

CLA moves conference location
due to strike (PDF file)
The Canadian Library Association has
changed the location of most of its annual
conference due to the ongoing strike at
the Ottawa Congress Centre. Conference activities are being
moved to other venues, with the biggest changes taking
place June 15–16....
Canadian Library Association, May 25

Public broadcasters, museums, and libraries
will hold second videoconference
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Institute for
Museum and Library Services announced that the Partnership
for a Nation of Learners will sponsor a second national/local
Community Collaboration Videoconference on June 19, from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Eastern Time. It will be produced at WETA
in Washington, D.C., and will once again feature Ray Suarez,
senior correspondent for The Newshour with Jim Lehrer, as
the national host....
Institute for Museum and Library Services, May 25

OCLC publishes survey on college
students’ perceptions of the
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library
College Students’ Perceptions of Libraries and
Information Resources examines the
information-seeking habits and preferences of
international college students. With all-new
graphs and additional analysis of how college
student data compare to that of total respondents, this report
is a subset of OCLC’s original 2005 Perceptions report and
provides findings from the online survey in an effort to learn
more about library use, library electronic resources, and
internet search engines....
OCLC, May

What education schools aren’t teaching about
reading (PDF file)
From a representative sample of 72 education schools, NCTQ
reviewed 222 required reading courses, including evaluations
of syllabi as well as 226 required reading texts. Schools were
scored on how well their courses presented the core
components of the science of reading. The findings are
alarming. Only 15% of the education schools provide future
teachers with minimal exposure to the science. Moreover,
course syllabi reveal a tendency to dismiss the scientific
research in reading, continuing to espouse approaches to
reading that will not serve up to 40% of all children....
National Council on Teacher Quality, May

How OPACs suck, part 3: The big picture
Karen Schneider continues her critique of library catalogs:
“The fundamental problem with today’s library catalog is that
it suffers from severe literalism. Even with a few bells and
whistles, today’s OPAC is a doggedly faithful replica of the
card catalog of yore.”...
ALA TechSource blog, May 20
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AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Do you think federal library employees have the right, under the First Amendment, to expose suspected agency 
misconduct and inefficiency in the course of their employment?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
May 24 poll:

Do you support legislation making English the official language of the United States?

YES.............56%
NO...............44%

(522 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Appeals court: Patriot Act’s gag provision probably unlawful
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/nslcase.htm
A federal appeals judge has criticized the FBI’s permanent ban on speech in terrorism investigations—the gag 
provision allowed by National Security Letters (NSLs) authorized by the USA Patriot Act—as probably 
unconstitutional in the light of recent congressional amendments to the law....

Gov. Jeb Bush vetoes Florida library appropriations
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/bushveto.htm
As part of an unprecedented $448.7-million line-item veto of state funding, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush slashed a total of 
$5.8 million in grants to public libraries, pilot projects for library homework help and web-based high-school texts, 
and funding for a joint-use library in Tampa. Bush, whose term runs out in January 2007, said as he signed the $73.9-
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billion state budget May 25 that he was pleased to leave the state with a $6.4-billion reserve cushion against hard 
times....

Net neutrality bill passes House committee
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/netneutral.htm
The House Judiciary Committee sent to the full House May 25 a bill that would forbid internet service providers from 
charging higher fees to providers of bandwidth-intensive data files for access to high-speed connections. The Internet 
Freedom and Nondiscrimination Act of 2006, introduced May 18 by Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), passed 
out of committee by a vote of 20–13....

Sprinklers were recommended for University of New Mexico in 2002
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/may2006ab/sprinklers.htm
A consultant recommended fire-suppression systems four years ago for the University of New Mexico’s Zimmerman 
Library, which suffered serious damage from an April 30 blaze. Sprinklers were among many recommendations in the 
97-page UNM General Library Preservation Assessment, which was completed in 2002 by University of Utah 
Preservation Librarian Randy Silverman....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Leslie Burger attends ACLU press conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/johndoeungagged.htm
ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger attended the May 30 ACLU press conference at which four Connecticut librarians 
spoke publicly for the first time about their experience as recipients of a National Security Letter (NSL) demanding 
library records. She officially thanked Library Connection on behalf of America’s library users for their “bravery and 
patriotism” in fighting the government’s order and expressed regret that Library Connection was barred from speaking 
to Congress about the USA Patriot Act before the law was renewed earlier this year....

Mississippi State Library and SOLINET to cosponsor ALA Advocacy Institute
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/MissLibrarySOLINETAdvoc.htm
The Mississippi State Library and SOLINET have joined the growing list of cosponsors for the ALA Advocacy 
Institute, scheduled for Friday, June 23, during Annual Conference in New Orleans....

Small business start-ups begin @ your library
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/sbsubyl.htm
Every year, more than 500,000 entrepreneurs start new businesses in the United States. But how and where, with little 
money beyond what they can borrow on credit cards or from family and friends, do they do the market research, 
licensing, and all the rest of what it takes to succeed? The answer is @ your library.... 

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Reference
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1660600
Dalzell, Tom, and Terry Victor (editors). The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English. 
Routledge, Jan. 2006. (0-415-21258-8).
The king is dead. Long live the king! Since 1937 the standard dictionary of English slang has been Eric Partridge’s The 
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English. In edition after edition, Partridge enumerated slang words, provided 
quotations both to illustrate use and to date origins, cited other authorities, and applied usage labels. English has 
changed; society has changed; the time has come for a new Partridge....
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Atlas and dictionary update, 2006
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1656055
The atlases and dictionaries listed here are ones we’ve seen since our last Atlas and Dictionary Update in the May 15, 
2005, issue. Some of the annotations are excerpts of reviews previously published in RBB; others are brief notes on 
new editions....
 

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
A deluge of errors sank New Orleans
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/2006/05/28/a1e_blackburn_commentary_0528.html
As hurricanes come, New Orleans always is going to be a special case. Nature makes it vulnerable. Human error and 
fecklessness, though, were what turned the hurricane of ’05 into The Great Deluge. That’s the title historian Douglas 
Brinkley chose for his book about the first week of Katrina. The book was written on the run. The author evacuated 
with the foresighted and the lucky before the storm hit....
Palm Beach (Fla.) Post, May 28

New Orleans to remain “second city” for some time
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060528/NEWS01/605280322/1002/NEWS
By even the most optimistic estimates, it will be a decade before New Orleans is again a city of 455,000. The grim 
population outlook all but assures Louisiana will lose another seat in Congress, thereby reducing its clout and influence 
in Washington. While no one is sure how many people are back in New Orleans, the best guess is around 200,000....
Shreveport (La.) Times, May 28

Sweeping downtown revitalization plan unveiled
http://www.nola.com/newslogs/tpupdates/index.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/2006_05_30.html#145835
In a sweeping downtown revitalization plan being unveiled May 30, the Hyatt Regency New Orleans Hotel and the 
New Orleans Shopping Center will be turned into a modern 20-acre multi-use National Jazz Center and park 
buttressed by public office buildings....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 30

City on a shoestring
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15701
New Orleans does not have enough money to provide basic city services to residents. It was true before Hurricane 
Katrina and it is even more true now. Garbage is collected once a week now, rather than twice as it was pre-Katrina. 
Many city traffic lights are dead and others blink like Christmas lights....
New Orleans City Business, May 29

Post-Katrina New Orleans
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/faq/
This FAQ answers many questions about current transportation and facilities in New Orleans....
New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau

Airport shuttle service
http://www.airportshuttleneworleans.com/
Shuttle service is available to and from downtown New Orleans hotels, the French Quarter, and the Convention Center 
for $13 per person one way or $26 per person round trip....
Airport Shuttle New Orleans
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DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
ACRL announces speakers for its Baltimore Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ACRLspeakers13thconfab.htm
Luz Mangurian (right), Tracy Mitrano, David Silver, and Sanford Ungar are among the speakers invited to present 
papers at ACRL’s 13th National Conference, to be held in Baltimore, March 29–April 1, 2007. Mangurian, former 
professor of biology at Towson University, will discuss her research on learning and the neurosciences and how it can 
be applied in higher education.... 

ALCTS issues statement on the LC series authority record decision
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ALCTSstatementLCseries.htm
The board of directors of ALCTS issued a statement last week in response to LC’s announcement April 20 that it 
would cease performing series authority work for the bibliographic records it creates. The statement, drafted by the 
Cataloging and Classification Section with input from the Serials Section, was forwarded to the Library of Congress....

ALCTS Annual Conference forums in New Orleans
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ALCTSConferenceforums.htm
ALCTS recently inaugurated a forum series, held at various times during each ALA conference, to provide its 
members the opportunity to hear experts discuss important topics of current concern to the ALCTS and library 
community. Upcoming forums in New Orleans include such topics as digital preservation and serials standards....

AASL’s “Get out the Vote” campaign generated increased turnout
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/GetOuttheVotecampaign.htm
As a result of AASL’s “Get Out the Vote” campaign launched in early spring, voting by its members in the 2006 ALA 
election increased by 39% from last year: 2,178 AASL members voted in 2006, compared to only 1,571 in 2005, 1,590 
in 2004, 1,228 in 2003, and 1,321 in 2002....

ROUND TABLE NEWS 
*******************************
Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty TF adds new sections to its website
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/HungerTaskForcewebsite.htm
The SRRT Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty Task Force has made two important additions to its website—a new 
resources section and a new organizations section.... 

AWARDS 
*******************************
Winners of the Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature named
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/AsianAmericanAward.htm
Aloft, Kira Kira, and Firekeeper’s Son are the winners in three categories of the Asian/Pacific American Award for 
Literature. The awards honor and recognize individual works published in 2004 and 2005 about Asian/Pacific 
Americans and their heritages based on literary and artistic merit....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Four librarians break silence in records case
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http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/31/nyregion/31library.html
Four Connecticut librarians who had been barred from revealing that they had received a request for patrons’ records 
from the federal government spoke out May 30, expressing frustration about the sweeping powers given to law 
enforcement authorities by the USA Patriot Act....
New York Times, May 31

French National Library sues Brooklyn dealer over manuscript
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--frenchmanuscripts0529may29,0,1873186.story?
coll=ny-region-apnewyork
France’s national library has filed suit against a Brooklyn artifact dealer, demanding the return of a centuries-old book 
that was stolen before he purchased it at a New York auction, a library official said....
Associated Press, May 29

Lott thanks Maryland Library Association for restoring hope
http://www.times-news.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_147104353.html
Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) sent a letter to John Taube, director of the Allegany County (Md.) Library System, that read 
in part: “It was hard to find hope among the despair following Aug. 29, 2005, but when John Taube, Judy Castleman, 
and Jan Carder drove to Pearlington [PDF file], hope came with them. Words cannot express our gratitude for the 
bookmobile and your generous donation....”
Cumberland (Md.) Times-News, May 27

Justices set limits on public employees’ speech rights
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/30/washington/30cnd-scotus.html?
ex=1149652800&en=a523ea4a4886aadb&ei=5070&emc=eta1
The Supreme Court declared May 30, in a ruling affecting millions of government employees, that the Constitution 
does not always protect their free-speech rights for what they say on the job. In a 5–4 decision, the court held that 
public employees’ free-speech rights are protected when they speak out as citizens on matters of public concern, but 
not when they speak out in the course of their official duties....
New York Times, May 30

The library: Next best thing to an MBA
http://www.businessweek.com/smallbiz/content/may2006/sb20060525_583430.htm
Across the country, public libraries are giving would-be entrepreneurs a helping hand with resources and expert 
guidance. The sheer volume of library resources available is staggering. It wouldn’t be a stretch to say that many could 
rival an MBA program in terms of the tools they offer for instruction and information—available for little or no cost...
Business Week, May 25

The Pandora’s box of social networking
http://www.technewsworld.com/story/50812.html
MySpace claimed almost 5 million registered users in 2005, and that number has grown to exceed 70 million today. 
Though currently the most popular, MySpace is only one of a number of social networking sites online, and their 
attractiveness to teens and pre-teens has spawned worry over a growing internet menace....
TechNewsWorld, May 31

Scholarly squeeze
http://education.guardian.co.uk/higher/comment/story/0,,1785818,00.html
Allowing undergraduates into the British Library’s reading rooms has led to exclusion, not inclusion. The library last 
year decided to let the undergraduate masses into the reading rooms. On the face of it, a good idea. But the studied 
calm of the reading room has given way to a hum of mobile phone ringtones, chit-chat, and pubescent histrionics....
The Guardian, May 29
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ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Amnesty International targets net repression
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/5020788.stm
Amnesty International is celebrating 45 years of activism by highlighting governments’ use of the internet to suppress 
dissent. The campaign will push for the release of those jailed for speaking out online and name high-tech firms aiding 
governments that limit online protests....
BBC News, May 28

Chicago’s summer reading program
http://www.chipublib.org/003cpl/childrensrvcs/srp06/srp.html
The Chicago Public Library is teaming up with the Field Museum to get kids “Wrapped Up in Reading” this summer. 
Children will celebrate Ancient Egypt (and the King Tut exhibit at the Field) with an eight-week Summer Reading 
Program, June 12–August 5. Chicago-area readers of all ages are encouraged to participate by reading a book and 
reporting on it at any of the 79 CPL locations....
Chicago Public Library

Summer reading vodcast
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_foIxyLCPU 
Charlotte, North Carolina, area teens at ImaginOn created this video to promote their summer reading program. The 
video, which shows how teens can get inspired about a 30-hour reading program, is available for viewing at YouTube, 
where it will start playing when you visit the site....
Alternative Teen Services, May 19

Chicago Public Library: A new strategic plan
http://www.chicagopubliclibraryfoundation.org/news/events.asp?objectID=16
CPL has come up with a new strategic plan (PDF file) for the city’s libraries. Developed as a collaborative effort with 
the Chicago Public Library Foundation and with generous pro bono consultation from the Boston Consulting Group, 
CPL 2010 identifies 20 goals in four key Areas of Strength upon which the institution will build, and 10 goals in three 
Areas of New Strategic Opportunity....
Chicago Public Library Foundation

Thinking about libraries and access
http://cites.boisestate.edu/v6i8a.htm
Walt Crawford’s “Perspective” offers some thoughts on how trends in access affect libraries’ ability to maintain strong 
collections, provide long-term access, and provide access to resources in all disciplines (not all disciplines at equal 
collection levels in all libraries, of course). Think of this essay as an extended answer to the question, “Why do I write 
about library access at all—and why don’t I stick to open access?”...
Cites & Insights, June

LC captures the Web
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2006/06-125.html
The Library of Congress has launched a website devoted to information about its program to capture and preserve 
historically important websites so that they can be accessed by future generations of users....
Library of Congress, May 25

CLA moves conference location due to strike (PDF file)
http://www.cla.ca/Strike_Release_1_.pdf
The Canadian Library Association has changed the location of most of its annual conference due to the ongoing strike 
at the Ottawa Congress Centre. Conference activities are being moved to other venues, with the biggest changes taking 
place June 15–16....
Canadian Library Association, May 25
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Public broadcasters, museums, and libraries will hold second videoconference
http://www.imls.gov/news/2006/053006.shtm
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Institute for Museum and Library Services announced that the 
Partnership for a Nation of Learners will sponsor a second national/local Community Collaboration Videoconference 
on June 19, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Eastern Time. It will be produced at WETA in Washington, D.C., and will once 
again feature Ray Suarez, senior correspondent for The Newshour with Jim Lehrer, as the national host....
Institute for Museum and Library Services, May 25

OCLC publishes survey on college students’ perceptions of the library
http://www.oclc.org/reports/perceptionscollege.htm
College Students’ Perceptions of Libraries and Information Resources examines the information-seeking habits and 
preferences of international college students. With all-new graphs and additional analysis of how college student data 
compare to that of total respondents, this report is a subset of OCLC’s original 2005 Perceptions report and provides 
findings from the online survey in an effort to learn more about library use, library electronic resources, and internet 
search engines....
OCLC, May

What education schools aren’t teaching about reading (PDF file)
http://www.nctq.org/nctq/images/nctq_reading_study_app.pdf
From a representative sample of 72 education schools, NCTQ reviewed 222 required reading courses, including 
evaluations of syllabi as well as 226 required reading texts. Schools were scored on how well their courses presented 
the core components of the science of reading. The findings are alarming. Only 15% of the education schools provide 
future teachers with minimal exposure to the science. Moreover, course syllabi reveal a tendency to dismiss the 
scientific research in reading, continuing to espouse approaches to reading that will not serve up to 40% of all 
children....
National Council on Teacher Quality, May

How OPACs suck, part 3: The big picture
http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2006/05/how-opacs-suck-part-3-the-big-picture.html
Karen Schneider continues her critique of library catalogs: “The fundamental problem with today’s library catalog is 
that it suffers from severe literalism. Even with a few bells and whistles, today’s OPAC is a doggedly faithful replica 
of the card catalog of yore.”...
ALA TechSource blog, May 20
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