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Four Connecticut librarians shed John Doe
gag
“I am relieved that a federal court has at long last lifted a
Patriot Act gag order and allowed me to acknowledge that I
am the recipient of a National Security Letter [NSL] on behalf
of my organization, Library Connection,” asserted Executive
Director George Christian at a May 30 press conference at
the New York City headquarters of the American Civil
Liberties Union. The statement ended months of speculation
that the Library Connection—a nonprofit consortium of 27
public and academic libraries in central Connecticut—is the
John Doe plaintiff in Doe v. Gonzales....

Supreme Court sends mixed signals on public
employees’ speech
In a 5–4 ruling on the Garcetti v. Ceballos case, the Supreme
Court asserted May 30 that the Constitution does not
necessarily protect government employees from retaliation by
their supervisors for anything they might say in the course of
their employment....

Justice Department urges internet firms to
retain user data
In a private May 26 meeting with leading internet companies,
U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and FBI Director
Robert Mueller said internet service providers should retain
subscriber information and network data for two years in
order to aid investigations into child pornography and
terrorism activities....

Laura Bush announces $1.5 million in Gulf
Coast grants
During a May 31 visit to New Orleans, First Lady Laura Bush
announced that the Institute of Museum and Library Services
will grant an additional $1.5 million to aid the recovery of
libraries and museums in disaster areas....

Smithsonian head testifies on Showtime
contract
Smithsonian Secretary Lawrence M. Small told the House

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28.

Visit over 1,600
booths with products
and services designed
to help you manage

the library of the
Millennium. Exhibit

hours are: 9:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m., Saturday,
June 24, to Monday,
June 26; and 9:00
a.m.–3:00 p.m.,

Tuesday, June 27.
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Administration Committee May 25 that the museum is locked
into its contract with the Showtime Networks cable channels
for 30 years. He also testified that the controversial deal
between the Smithsonian and Showtime to create television
programming guarantees the museum $500,000 a year and
gives it 10% ownership in the new Smithsonian on Demand
channel....

Maryland Gov. Ehrlich kicks
off summer reading in
Baltimore County
The Baltimore County Public Library in
Towson unrolled the red carpet May
15 to welcome Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich
Jr. as he kicked off the summer statewide reading program,
“Clue into Reading.” Visiting students listened to Ehrlich read
Dr. Seuss’s Green Eggs and Ham for the event....

Tax-limit override for Medway Library
discouraged
Town officials May 22 recommended against the Medway
(Mass.) Public Library board’s request for a second ballot
measure overriding the state’s Proposition 2 1/2 tax-
limitation law. The selectmen instead suggested that the
library investigate whether other city departments would
accept budget cuts to provide the additional $200,000 the
library needs to stay open after July 1....

Grande Bibliothèque issues report on falling
glass panels
The Grande Bibliothèque du Québec released an independent
contractor’s report May 31 on six decorative panels of glass
that shattered and fell from the library’s exterior in June and
July 2005. A seventh glass panel burst May 2....

Canada’s Library of Parliament
reopens
Canada’s Library of Parliament reopened to
the public June 3 after a four-year, $136-
million ($124 million U.S.) construction
project to preserve and renovate the 130-
year-old building in Ottawa. The rehabilitation
work was necessary to repair leaking
windows, dangerous electrical wiring, and
structural problems....

OLOS 35th anniversary lecture
features Carla Hayden
ALA’s 2003–2004 President Carla D.
Hayden will give the 2006 Jean Coleman
Outreach Lecture at “Jazz in the Morning,”
a 35th anniversary breakfast and
celebration of the Office for Literacy and
Outreach Services on Monday, June 26, 7:30 to 10 a.m., at
Annual Conference. The lecture, entitled “Access Agenda for

As the highest level of
Corporate

Membership, the ALA
Library Champions

program gives
business members the

best means to
promote the work of

libraries and to
demonstrate their
leadership in the

library field. Library
Champions are among

ALA's greatest
corporate supporters,
with over 90% of their
dues going to support

library advocacy.

The Joint Conference
of Librarians of Color

is the first-ever
national conference to
be held and sponsored

by the five caucus
associations of color—
AILA, APALA, BCALA,

CALA, and Reforma—at
the same time (Oct.
11–15) in the same

place (Dallas).
Registration deadline
extended to July 14.
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all Libraries,” will celebrate 35 years of advocacy for staff
serving traditionally underserved populations in libraries....

Preconference on library service to older
adults
Sponsored by OLOS, the “Reaching Out to Older Adults: The
Why and How of Library Services” preconference to be held
in New Orleans June 22–23, will introduce local library staff
to issues reflecting effective service delivery based on tried
and true practices. Online registration is open until June 9....

 

 

Featured review: 
Adult books
Hutchinson, George. In Search of
Nella Larsen: A Biography of the
Color Line. Belknap Press, May
2006. (0-674-02180-0).
Larsen’s racial heritage—black
West Indian father, Danish mother
—was further complicated by her
mother’s later marriage to a white
man, the birth of a white half sister, and an early
life spent between Chicago’s vice district and
Copenhagen in the late 1800s....

Printer’s Row Book Fair, Chicago
Well, the 22nd annual Printer’s Row Book Fair
wrapped up June 4. Nearly 100,000 book lovers
enjoyed the chance to browse nearly 200 book
stalls; to hear fascinating readings, interviews, and
panels; to have their photos taken with one of the
monsters from Where the Wild Things Are; and to
drink beer....
Keir Graff, Likely Stories blog, June 5

What do
YOU think?

Do you see any
threat to your

users’ privacy if the
government

mandates internet
service providers
to retain network

data for two years?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
May 31 poll:

Do you think federal
library employees

have the right, under
the First Amendment,

to expose suspected
agency misconduct

and inefficiency in the
course of their
employment?

YES................93%
NO....................6%
Don’t know.....1%

(233 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected responses
to all AL Direct polls,

visit the AL Online
website.

 

ARCHIVIST, 
Circus World Museum,

Baraboo, Wisconsin.
Circus World Museum

seeks an archivist to
manage the Robert L.
Parkinson Library and
Research Center, the
world's largest and
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Richard Roddy serves author Terri Rousey the Virtuous Angel 
pizza at Angeli on Decatur.

Beignets and bistros (PDF file)
Terri Rousey, assistant librarian at Mount Carmel
Academy in New Orleans, offers ALA members a diner’s
tour of the French Quarter in this American Libraries
restaurant guide: “Many restaurants have made great
accommodations to open quickly, with owners inviting
employees to live in their homes and putting trailers in
the parking lots. You will find that many of your
favorites from years past, including The Pearl,
Brennan’s, K-Paul’s, Court of Two Sisters, Palace Café,
Mother’s, and Emeril Lagasse’s Emeril’s and NOLA, are
open and happy to have you back!”...
American Libraries, June/July

ALA offers special “drive-in” rate for Monday
of Annual Conference
With a banner day planned at the Morial Convention Center,
ALA is offering a special one-day rate for Monday, June 26,
during Annual Conference in New Orleans (June 22–28).
Members may attend for $99, and nonmembers will pay
$125. Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday will be at the regular
rate....

Wi-Fi at Morial Convention Center
ALA has contracted with the Morial Convention Center to
provide Wi-Fi access at the Annual Conference. This access
will be available to all users (councillors and attendees) for
the duration of the event. Wi-Fi coverage is available
throughout the building with the exception of the exhibit
halls....

Its first big convention since Katrina will be a
test for New Orleans
Later this month, nearly 20,000 delegates of the American
Library Association will arrive here for the first citywide
convention since Hurricane Katrina. “It’s not a matter of
choice—they’ve got to get it right,” said Steven Hacker,
president of the Dallas-based International Association for
Exhibition Management....
Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, June 4

Hurricane season started June 1

foremost facility for
documenting circus
history. The library's
collections cover all
aspects of American

circuses and Wild West
shows....

See American Libraries 
HOT JOBS ONLINE

for more career
opportunities.

Banned Books Week
this year is September

23–30. The 2006
Banned Books Week

Kit is an opportunity to
conduct or sponsor
positive educational
programs, including
exhibits, lectures,

discussions, plays, and
films, demonstrating

the harms of
censorship.

 

June-July 2006
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But if this year is anything like every year since 1855, don’t
expect to see many hurricanes in the Gulf for the next
month or so. In more than 150 years, not a single hurricane
has come near New Orleans in June. During the same period,
only four tropical storms have hit the city in summer’s first
weeks....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 1

School superintendents point to the city as a
model for the future
Could the school district reputed to be the worst in the nation
—the one in New Orleans—provide a model for revamping
schools across the U.S. as it rebuilds after Hurricane Katrina?
Superintendents Randy Bridges of Rock Hill and Vickie Phelps
of Clover think it will be closely watched....
Rock Hill (S.C.) Herald, June 4

New Orleans still struggling
Little in this city is the way it was before Aug. 29, 2005. It’s
easy to find a parking spot along Canal Street, nearly
impossible pre-Katrina. Motorists cruise with ease during
evening rush hour through downtown. In Jackson Square,
where President Bush pledged to help New Orleanians until
the recovery is complete, few tourists snap photographs of
historic St. Louis Cathedral....
Hattiesburg (Miss.) American, June 4

City is sinking faster than expected
Everyone has known New Orleans is a sinking city. Now new
research, reported in the journal Nature and based on
satellite radar data for the three years before Katrina struck
in 2005, shows that some areas are sinking four or five times
faster than the rest of the city. And that, experts say, could
be deadly....
ABC News, May 31

New Orleans museums
Visit NewOrleansMuseums.com for
background on art museums, history
museums, historic homes, multicultural
museums, zoos and gardens, and
religious museums. A museums map
pinpoints their locations....
New Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation

Bus and streetcar information
At present, there is no charge to ride any RTA bus line within
the city limits of New Orleans (Orleans Parish). Service on
RTA lines numbered 2 through 115 is free. Free fares will
continue at least through June 30, since FEMA has agreed to
pick up these costs through that date....
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority

Taxicab information
Many taxis are privately owned, so they will look different
from each other. Rates vary, but approximate rates from the
airport are $21 for up to two passengers....
Tripsmarter

Stories inside include:

The Crux of the
LIS Education

Crisis

Building Stronger
Bridges over the

Continuing-
Education Gap

Information
Science: Not Just
for Boys Anymore

 
The West

Wyandotte branch
of the Kansas City

(Kans.) Public
Library is hosting

the Public Programs
Office–sponsored

traveling exhibition,
“Elizabeth I: Ruler
and Legend” from
May 5 through June
16. Their website
provides detailed
information about

the exhibit in
English and
Spanish. An

extensive list of
library and online

resources, including
an annotated list of

fiction and non-
fiction books for

adults, teens, and
children enhances
the library patron’s
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Library Consultants Directory
entries wanted
LAMA is seeking entries for the 2006 edition
of its Library Consultants Directory, a special
insert to be published in the Fall 2006 issue
of Library Administration & Management,
which will appear in September. Listing
information and payment must be received
by July 15 for inclusion in the 2006
Directory....

PR materials sought for Swap
& Shop
Libraries of all types and sizes are
invited to share their creative public-
relations efforts with colleagues at
LAMA’s annual “Swap & Shop: Great PR
Exposed!” event at Annual Conference
in New Orleans. Swap & Shop
showcases public relations materials (annual reports,
newsletters, and reading promotions), including a juried
selection of the best PR materials produced in the past year
and the 2007 John Cotton Dana Awards for outstanding
achievement in library public relations....

ALCTS announces upcoming CE events
Registration for the ALCTS summer continuing education
programs is now open. Program topics include metadata
applications, digital library development, fundamentals of
acquisitions, and principles of controlled vocabulary....

LHRT publishes Spring 2006 library history
bibliography
Ed Goedeken, humanities bibliographer at Iowa State
University, has compiled the Spring 2006 “Bibliography of
Writings on the History of Libraries, Librarianship, and Book
Culture” for the semiannual newsletter of the Library History
Round Table....

Laura Bush grants to school libraries
announced (PDF file)
The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries announced
June 5 that 206 school libraries are being awarded over $1
million in grants. The schools receive grants of up to $5,000
to create or expand their library book collections. Awards
were made in 42 states, plus the District of Columbia....
Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries, June 5

ARLIS/NA confers Distinguished Service

visit.

ALA courses:

July 17–18:
ALCTS online
course, “Metadata
and Digital Library
Development.”
Contact: Julie
Reese, 312-280-
5034.

July 17–Aug.
5: ACRL online
seminar, “All Users
Are Local: Bringing
the Library Next
Door to the Campus
Worldwide.”

July 24–25:
ALCTS online
course, “Metadata
Applications and
Standards.”
Contact: Julie
Reese, 312-280-
5034.

July 31–Aug.
25: RUSA
Business
Reference 101.
Contact: Eileen
Hardy, 312-280-
4398.

Aug. 8–Sept.
1: RUSA Readers’
Advisory 101.
Contact: Eileen
Hardy, 312-280-
4398.

Aug. 28–Sept.
22: ALCTS online
course,
“Fundamentals of
Acquisitions.”
Contact: Julie
Reese, 312-280-
5034.

Sept. 12–13:
ALCTS online
course, “Principles
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Award on Sherman Clarke (PDF file)
At its 34th annual conference in Banff, Alberta, May 5–9, the
Art Libraries Society of North America presented its
Distinguished Service Award to Sherman Clarke, head of
original cataloging at New York University....
Art Libraries Society of North America

Julie Andrews reflects on writing,
reading, and film
Thanks to HarperCollins and the persuasive powers of
Texas Library Association Executive Director Patricia
Smith, the star of The Sound of Music and Mary Poppins
took time after her keynote speech at the TLA Annual
Conference April 26 to talk with American Libraries
Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel and Texas Library Journal
Editor Gloria Meraz about her faith in the importance of
teaching children the joy of reading....
American Libraries Online, June 5

Hartford Courant cartoonist Bob Englehart
salutes Connecticut librarians
Englehart wrote the following comments to accompany his
editorial cartoon: “I salute Connnecticut’s brave librarians.
It’s not very often I draw a salute. It’s not very often I have
reason to. But those four librarians who enlisted the aid of
the ACLU to fight odious provisions of the USA Patriot Act,
and won, deserve our praise.”...
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, June 4

California Proposition 81 defeated
Proposition 81, which would have provided more money for
public libraries, was defeated by voters 53%–47% June 6.
The proposition called for spending $600 million to improve
public libraries around the state. A recent survey by the
California State Library estimated it would cost more than $4
billion to adequately upgrade the state’s libraries....
KFMB-TV, San Diego, June 7

Counterterrorism exemption proposed for
Privacy Act
A little-noticed proposal from the Senate intelligence

of Controlled
Vocabulary and
Thesaurus Design.”
Contact: Julie
Reese, 312-280-
5034.

Sept. 18: 
PLA Implementing
for Results: From
Idea to Action,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Contact: 800-545-
2433, ext. 5027.

Sept. 18–Oct.
13: RUSA
Reference
Interview.
Contact: Eileen
Hardy, 312-280-
4398.

Oct. 10–Nov.
3: RUSA Readers’
Advisory 101.
Contact: Eileen
Hardy, 312-280-
4398.

Oct. 16–Nov.
10: RUSA
Business
Reference 101.
Contact: Eileen
Hardy, 312-280-
4398.

More Datebook
items...

 

“She sat me down
and told me, ‘At the
library, you can go
anywhere you want
when you read a
book.’”

—Donna Papapietro of East
Boston, Massachusetts, in
response to the question,
“What’s your favorite piece of
advice from your mother?”
Real Simple, May.
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committee would exempt federal agencies from important
provisions of the Privacy Act in the name of the war on
terrorism. The bill would initiate a three-year pilot program,
during which U.S. intelligence agencies would be able to
access personal information about Americans held by other
federal departments or agencies if it is thought to be relevant
to counterterrorism or counterproliferation....
United Press International, June 6

High-tech firms want to maintain network
neutrality
The nation’s largest high-tech trade association jumped into
the network neutrality debate June 1, siding with content
providers like Google that want to stop telephone and cable
companies from charging them higher fees for preferred
internet delivery. The American Electronics Association urged
Congress to give the FCC rule-making and enforcement
authority to preserve the way internet traffic is delivered on
a first-come, first-served basis....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 2

Hahn resigns as NCLIS executive director (PDF
file)
Trudi Bellardo Hahn is resigning as executive director of the
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science,
effective June 30. Hahn was appointed to the position in May
2005; prior to that she was interim director from 2004....
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, May 30

Ex-staffer writes book about Boulder flag flap
In 2001, when Boulder’s library director nixed his idea for a
large American flag in the front entrance but approved a
display of 21 ceramic penises, his star started falling, said
Christopher J. Power, author of Long May They Wave. Power
said he found himself snubbed by library officials and
ultimately laid off....
Denver Rocky Mountain News, June 6

Undergrads have not squeezed out readers
British Library Chief Executive Lynne Brindley says she does
not apologize for making the library a place available in 2004
to everyone who wants to do research. Certain claims that
“allowing undergraduates into the British Library’s reading
rooms has led to exclusion, not inclusion” do not paint an
accurate picture. “A busy British Library is a successful British
Library,” she writes....
The Guardian, June 1

The user is not broken: A meme manifesting
as a manifesto
In the wake of “a discussion with a passionate young librarian
who cares,” Karen Schneider has composed a list of Marcus
Aurelius–like meditations on libraries and technology, such
as: “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a
needle than to find a library website that is usable and
friendly and provides services rather than talking about them
in weird library jargon.”...
Free Range Librarian, June 3
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Lighten up, please: Why the
uninformed librarian should be
informed on library humor
Norman D. Stevens, director of university
libraries emeritus at the University of
Connecticut, examines the current status
of library humor, our response to it, and
why—now more than ever—informed
librarians should not only be appreciating
library humor but creating it....
Informed Librarian, June

CIP survey for libraries
While the Cataloging in Publication
program has grown significantly over
the years, the resources that support it
have not. Given limited resources and
dramatic changes in information
technology, the Library of Congress is asking libraries (and
publishers) to fill out a survey to determine its future. The
survey has 56 questions. LC tried to keep it brief, but CIP
serves many constituents, and cataloging is not a simple
business....
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Division

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
web archive
Internet Archive and many individual
contributors created a comprehensive
list of websites documenting the
historic devastation and massive relief
effort due to Hurricane Katrina. The
sites were crawled between the dates of September 4 and
October 17. This collection, containing more than 25 million
searchable documents, will be preserved by Internet Archive
with access to historians, researchers, scholars, and the
general public....
Internet Archive

New Chinese-Canadian roots
website
Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library’s new
Chinese-Canadian Genealogy website,
sponsored in part by Library and
Archives Canada, offers a variety of
practical tools and resources to support all stages of
genealogical research, from basic techniques commonly used
by genealogists, to more advanced guidance....
Library and Archives Canada, May 31

Home broadband adoption, 2006 (PDF file)
At the end of March 2006, 42% of Americans had high-speed
at home, up from 30% in March 2005, or a 40% increase.
And 48 million Americans—mostly those with high-speed at
home—have posted content to the internet....
Pew Internet & American Life Project, May 28

Study shows how kids’ media
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use helps parents cope
Electronic media is a central focus of many
very young children’s lives, used by parents
to help manage busy schedules, keep the
peace, and facilitate family routines,
according to a new national study (PDF
file). In a typical day, 83% of children
under the age of 6 use screen media, with
those children averaging about two hours a day (1:57).
Media use increases with age, from 61% of babies one year
or younger who watch screen media in a typical day (for an
average of 1:20) to 90% of 4 to 6 year-olds (for an average
of 2:03)....
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, May 24

Presidential speech audio and
text archive
The University of Virginia’s Scripps
Library and Multimedia Archive has an
archive of some of the most important
presidential speeches of the past 60
years available. Recently they expanded
the collection to include the full text of
some of the more important presidential speeches from the
18th and 19th centuries....
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Do you see any threat to your users’ privacy if the government mandates internet service providers to retain network 
data for two years?

http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225DKRDE9JA

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
May 31 poll:

Do you think federal library employees have the right, under the First Amendment, to expose suspected agency 
misconduct and inefficiency in the course of their employment?

YES................93%
NO....................6%
Don’t know.....1%

(233 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Four Connecticut librarians shed John Doe gag
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/johndoeshed.htm
“I am relieved that a federal court has at long last lifted a Patriot Act gag order and allowed me to acknowledge that I 
am the recipient of a National Security Letter [NSL] on behalf of my organization, Library Connection,” asserted 
Executive Director George Christian at a May 30 press conference at the New York City headquarters of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. The statement ended months of speculation that the Library Connection—a nonprofit consortium 
of 27 public and academic libraries in central Connecticut—is the John Doe plaintiff in Doe v. Gonzales....

Supreme Court sends mixed signals on public employees’ speech
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/garcetticase.htm
In a 5–4 ruling on the Garcetti v. Ceballos case, the Supreme Court asserted May 30 that the Constitution does not 
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necessarily protect government employees from retaliation by their supervisors for anything they might say in the 
course of their employment....

Justice Department urges internet firms to retain user data
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/dataretention.htm
In a private May 26 meeting with leading internet companies, U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and FBI 
Director Robert Mueller said internet service providers should retain subscriber information and network data for two 
years in order to aid investigations into child pornography and terrorism activities....

Laura Bush announces $1.5 million in Gulf Coast grants
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/bushgrants.htm
During a May 31 visit to New Orleans, First Lady Laura Bush announced that the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services will grant an additional $1.5 million to aid the recovery of libraries and museums in disaster areas....

Smithsonian head testifies on Showtime contract
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/smithsonian.htm
Smithsonian Secretary Lawrence M. Small told the House Administration Committee May 25 that the museum is 
locked into its contract with the Showtime Networks cable channels for 30 years. He also testified that the controversial 
deal between the Smithsonian and Showtime to create television programming guarantees the museum $500,000 a 
year and gives it 10% ownership in the new Smithsonian on Demand channel....

Maryland Gov . Ehrlich reads to students at BCPLMaryland Gov. Ehrlich kicks off summer reading in Baltimore 
County
http://www.bcplonline.org/kidspage/summerreading.html
The Baltimore County Public Library in Towson unrolled the red carpet May 15 to welcome Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. 
as he kicked off the summer statewide reading program, “Clue into Reading.” Visiting students listened to Ehrlich read 
Dr. Seuss’s Green Eggs and Ham for the event....

Tax-limit override for Medway Library discouraged
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/medwayrequest.htm
Town officials May 22 recommended against the Medway (Mass.) Public Library board’s request for a second ballot 
measure overriding the state’s Proposition 2 1/2 tax-limitation law. The selectmen instead suggested that the library 
investigate whether other city departments would accept budget cuts to provide the additional $200,000 the library 
needs to stay open after July 1....

Grande Bibliothèque issues report on falling glass panels
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/glasspanels.htm
The Grande Bibliothèque du Québec released an independent contractor’s report May 31 on six decorative panels of 
glass that shattered and fell from the library’s exterior in June and July 2005. A seventh glass panel burst May 2....

Canada’s Library of Parliament reopens
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/parliament.htm
Canada’s Library of Parliament reopened to the public June 3 after a four-year, $136-million ($124 million U.S.) 
construction project to preserve and renovate the 130-year-old building in Ottawa. The rehabilitation work was 
necessary to repair leaking windows, dangerous electrical wiring, and structural problems....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
OLOS 35th anniversary lecture features Carla Hayden
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/OLOS35thanniversaryceleb.htm
ALA’s 2003–2004 President Carla D. Hayden will give the 2006 Jean Coleman Outreach Lecture at “Jazz in the 
Morning,” a 35th anniversary breakfast and celebration of the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services on Monday, 
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June 26, 7:30 to 10 a.m., at Annual Conference. The lecture, entitled “Access Agenda for all Libraries,” will celebrate 
35 years of advocacy for staff serving traditionally underserved populations in libraries....

Preconference on library service to older adults
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/OLOSpreconolderadults.htm
Sponsored by OLOS, the “Reaching Out to Older Adults: The Why and How of Library Services” preconference to be 
held in New Orleans June 22–23, will introduce local library staff to issues reflecting effective service delivery based 
on tried and true practices. Online registration is open until June 9.... 

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review:
Adult books
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1648284
Hutchinson, George. In Search of Nella Larsen: A Biography of the Color Line. Belknap Press, May 2006. (0-674-
02180-0).
Larsen’s racial heritage—black West Indian father, Danish mother—was further complicated by her mother’s later 
marriage to a white man, the birth of a white half sister, and an early life spent between Chicago’s vice district and 
Copenhagen in the late 1800s....

Printer’s Row Book Fair, Chicago
http://www.booklistonline.com/blog/details.aspx?Entry=50
Well, the 22nd annual Printer’s Row Book Fair wrapped up June 4. Nearly 100,000 book lovers enjoyed the chance to 
browse nearly 200 book stalls; to hear fascinating readings, interviews, and panels; to have their photos taken with one 
of the monsters from Where the Wild Things Are; and to drink beer....
Keir Graff, Likely Stories blog, June 5 

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Beignets and bistros (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/selectedarticles/NewOrleansRestaurants.pdf
Terri Rousey, assistant librarian at Mount Carmel Academy in New Orleans, offers ALA members a diner’s tour of the 
French Quarter in this American Libraries restaurant guide: “Many restaurants have made great accommodations to 
open quickly, with owners inviting employees to live in their homes and putting trailers in the parking lots. You will 
find that many of your favorites from years past, including The Pearl, Brennan’s, K-Paul’s, Court of Two Sisters, 
Palace Café, Mother’s, and Emeril Lagasse’s Emeril’s and NOLA, are open and happy to have you back!”....
American Libraries, June/July

ALA offers special “drive-in” rate for Monday of Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/DriveinrateatAnnua.htm
With a banner day planned at the Morial Convention Center, ALA is offering a special one-day rate for Monday, June 
26, during Annual Conference in New Orleans (June 22–28). Members may attend for $99, and nonmembers will pay 
$125. Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday will be at the regular rate....

Wi-Fi at Morial Convention Center
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/geninfo.htm#wifi
ALA has contracted with the Morial Convention Center to provide Wi-Fi access at the Annual Conference. This access 
will be available to all users (councillors and attendees) for the duration of the event. Wi-Fi coverage is available 
throughout the building with the exception of the exhibit halls....

Its first big convention since Katrina will be a test for New Orleans
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http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/bus/stories/DN-neworleans_04bus.ART0.State.Edition1.906700d.html
Later this month, nearly 20,000 delegates of the American Library Association will arrive here for the first citywide 
convention since Hurricane Katrina. “It’s not a matter of choice—they’ve got to get it right,” said Steven Hacker, 
president of the Dallas-based International Association for Exhibition Management....
Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, June 4

Hurricane season started June 1
http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/news-0/114914803786060.xml&coll=1
But if this year is anything like every year since 1855, don’t expect to see many hurricanes in the Gulf for the next 
month or so. In more than 150 years, not a single hurricane has come near New Orleans in June. During the same 
period, only four tropical storms have hit the city in summer’s first weeks....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 1

School superintendents point to the city as a model for the future
http://www.heraldonline.com/109/story/3257.html
Could the school district reputed to be the worst in the nation—the one in New Orleans—provide a model for 
revamping schools across the U.S. as it rebuilds after Hurricane Katrina? Superintendents Randy Bridges of Rock Hill 
and Vickie Phelps of Clover think it will be closely watched....
Rock Hill (S.C.) Herald, June 4

New Orleans still struggling
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060604/OPINION01/606040330/1014
Little in this city is the way it was before Aug. 29, 2005. It’s easy to find a parking spot along Canal Street, nearly 
impossible pre-Katrina. Motorists cruise with ease during evening rush hour through downtown. In Jackson Square, 
where President Bush pledged to help New Orleanians until the recovery is complete, few tourists snap photographs of 
historic St. Louis Cathedral....
Hattiesburg (Miss.) American, June 4

City is sinking faster than expected
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory?id=2024982
Everyone has known New Orleans is a sinking city. Now new research, reported in the journal Nature and based on 
satellite radar data for the three years before Katrina struck in 2005, shows that some areas are sinking four or five 
times faster than the rest of the city. And that, experts say, could be deadly....
ABC News, May 31

New Orleans museums
http://www.neworleansmuseums.com/
Visit NewOrleansMuseums.com for background on art museums, history museums, historic homes, multicultural 
museums, zoos and gardens, and religious museums. A museums map pinpoints their locations....
New Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation

Bus and streetcar information
http://www.norta.com/fares.php
At present, there is no charge to ride any RTA bus line within the city limits of New Orleans (Orleans Parish). Service 
on RTA lines numbered 2 through 115 is free. Free fares will continue at least through June 30, since FEMA has 
agreed to pick up these costs through that date....
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority

Taxicab information
http://www.tripsmarter.com/neworleans/info/info7.htm
Many taxis are privately owned, so they will look different from each other. Rates vary, but approximate rates from 
the airport are $21 for up to two passengers....
Tripsmarter 
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DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
Library Consultants Directory entries wanted
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LAMADirectoryentries.htm
LAMA is seeking entries for the 2006 edition of its Library Consultants Directory, a special insert to be published in 
the Fall 2006 issue of Library Administration & Management, which will appear in September. Listing information and 
payment must be received by July 15 for inclusion in the 2006 Directory....

Swap & Shop logo 2006PR materials sought for Swap & Shop
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/PRforSwapShop.htm
Libraries of all types and sizes are invited to share their creative public-relations efforts with colleagues at LAMA’s 
annual “Swap & Shop: Great PR Exposed!” event at Annual Conference in New Orleans. Swap & Shop showcases 
public relations materials (annual reports, newsletters, and reading promotions), including a juried selection of the best 
PR materials produced in the past year and the 2007 John Cotton Dana Awards for outstanding achievement in library 
public relations....

ALCTS announces upcoming CE events
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/ALCTSeducationevents.htm
Registration for the ALCTS summer continuing education programs is now open. Program topics include metadata 
applications, digital library development, fundamentals of acquisitions, and principles of controlled vocabulary....

ROUND TABLE NEWS 
*******************************
LHRT publishes Spring 2006 library history bibliography
http://www.ala.org/ala/lhrt/libhistorybib/LHRTbibspr06.htm
Ed Goedeken, humanities bibliographer at Iowa State University, has compiled the Spring 2006 “Bibliography of 
Writings on the History of Libraries, Librarianship, and Book Culture” for the semiannual newsletter of the Library 
History Round Table....

AWARDS 
*******************************
Laura Bush grants to school libraries announced  (PDF file)
http://www.laurabushfoundation.org/release_062006.pdf
The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries announced June 5 that 206 school libraries are being awarded over 
$1 million in grants. The schools receive grants of up to $5,000 to create or expand their library book collections. 
Awards were made in 42 states, plus the District of Columbia....
Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries, June 5

ARLIS/NA confers Distinguished Service Award on Sherman Clarke (PDF file)
http://www.arlisna.org/news/conferences/2006/proceedings/awd_dsa-intro.pdf
At its 34th annual conference in Banff, Alberta, May 5–9, the Art Libraries Society of North America presented its 
Distinguished Service Award to Sherman Clarke, head of original cataloging at New York University....
Art Libraries Society of North America

SEEN ONLINE
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*******************************
Julie Andrews reflects on writing, reading, and film
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/selectedarticles/julieandrews.htm
Thanks to HarperCollins and the persuasive powers of Texas Library Association Executive Director Patricia Smith, 
the star of The Sound of Music and Mary Poppins took time after her keynote speech at the TLA Annual Conference 
April 26 to talk with American Libraries Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel and Texas Library Journal Editor Gloria 
Meraz about her faith in the importance of teaching children the joy of reading....
American Libraries Online, June 5

Hartford Courant cartoonist Bob Englehart salutes Connecticut librarians
http://blogs.courant.com/bob_englehart/2006/06/june_4_2006.html
Englehart wrote the following comments to accompany his editorial cartoon: “I salute Connnecticut’s brave librarians. 
It’s not very often I draw a salute. It’s not very often I have reason to. But those four librarians who enlisted the aid of 
the ACLU to fight odious provisions of the USA Patriot Act, and won, deserve our praise.”...
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, June 4

California Proposition 81 defeated
http://www.kfmb.com/stories/story.52814.html
Proposition 81, which would have provided more money for public libraries, was defeated by voters 53%–47% June 6. 
The proposition called for spending $600 million to improve public libraries around the state. A recent survey by the 
California State Library estimated it would cost more than $4 billion to adequately upgrade the state’s libraries....
KFMB-TV, San Diego, June 7

Counterterrorism exemption proposed for Privacy Act
http://washingtontimes.com/national/20060605-111134-6429r.htm
A little-noticed proposal from the Senate intelligence committee would exempt federal agencies from important 
provisions of the Privacy Act in the name of the war on terrorism. The bill would initiate a three-year pilot program, 
during which U.S. intelligence agencies would be able to access personal information about Americans held by other 
federal departments or agencies if it is thought to be relevant to counterterrorism or counterproliferation....
United Press International, June 6

High-tech firms want to maintain network neutrality
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/06/02/BUG76J61121.DTL&type=business
The nation’s largest high-tech trade association jumped into the network neutrality debate June 1, siding with content 
providers like Google that want to stop telephone and cable companies from charging them higher fees for preferred 
internet delivery. The American Electronics Association urged Congress to give the FCC rule-making and enforcement 
authority to preserve the way internet traffic is delivered on a first-come, first-served basis....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 2

Hahn resigns as NCLIS executive director (PDF file)
http://www.nclis.gov/news/pressrelease/pr2006/2006-09.pdf
Trudi Bellardo Hahn is resigning as executive director of the National Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science, effective June 30. Hahn was appointed to the position in May 2005; prior to that she was interim director 
from 2004....
National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, May 30

Ex-staffer writes book about Boulder flag flap
http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/local/article/0,1299,DRMN_15_4752978,00.html
In 2001, when Boulder’s library director nixed his idea for a large American flag in the front entrance but approved a 
display of 21 ceramic penises, his star started falling, said Christopher J. Power, author of Long May They Wave. 
Power said he found himself snubbed by library officials and ultimately laid off....
Denver Rocky Mountain News, June 6

Undergrads have not squeezed out readers
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,1787103,00.html
British Library Chief Executive Lynne Brindley says she does not apologize for making the library a place available in 
2004 to everyone who wants to do research. Certain claims that “allowing undergraduates into the British Library’s 
reading rooms has led to exclusion, not inclusion” do not paint an accurate picture. “A busy British Library is a 
successful British Library,” she writes....
The Guardian, June 1

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
The user is not broken: A meme manifesting as a manifesto
http://freerangelibrarian.com/2006/06/the_user_is_not_broken_a_meme.php
In the wake of “a discussion with a passionate young librarian who cares,” Karen Schneider has composed a list of 
Marcus Aurelius–like meditations on libraries and technology, such as: “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than to find a library website that is usable and friendly and provides services rather than talking about 
them in weird library jargon.”...
Free Range Librarian, June 3

Lighten up, please: Why the uninformed librarian should be informed on library humor
http://www.informedlibrarian.com/guestForum.cfm?FILE=gf0606.html
Norman D. stevens, director of university libraries emeritus at the University of Connecticut, examines the current 
status of library humor, our response to it, and why—now more than ever—informed librarians should not only be 
appreciating library humor but creating it....
Informed Librarian, June

CIP survey logoCIP survey for libraries
http://cip.loc.gov/
While the Cataloging in Publication program has grown significantly over the years, the resources that support it have 
not. Given limited resources and dramatic changes in information technology, the Library of Congress is asking 
libraries (and publishers) to fill out a survey to determine its future. The survey has 56 questions. LC tried to keep it 
brief, but CIP serves many constituents, and cataloging is not a simple business....
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Division

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita web archive
http://websearch.archive.org/katrina/
Internet Archive and many individual contributors created a comprehensive list of websites documenting the historic 
devastation and massive relief effort due to Hurricane Katrina. The sites were crawled between the dates of September 
4 and October 17. This collection, containing more than 25 million searchable documents, will be preserved by Internet 
Archive with access to historians, researchers, scholars, and the general public....
Internet Archive

New Chinese-Canadian roots website
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/whats-new/013-260-e.html
Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library’s new Chinese-Canadian Genealogy website, sponsored in part by Library and 
Archives Canada, offers a variety of practical tools and resources to support all stages of genealogical research, from 
basic techniques commonly used by genealogists, to more advanced guidance....
Library and Archives Canada, May 31

Home broadband adoption, 2006 (PDF file)
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Broadband_trends2006.pdf
At the end of March 2006, 42% of Americans had high-speed at home, up from 30% in March 2005, or a 40% 
increase. And 48 million Americans—mostly those with high-speed at home—have posted content to the internet....
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Pew Internet & American Life Project, May 28

Study shows how kids’ media use helps parents cope
http://www.kff.org/entmedia/entmedia052406nr.cfm
Electronic media is a central focus of many very young children’s lives, used by parents to help manage busy 
schedules, keep the peace, and facilitate family routines, according to a new national study (PDF file). In a typical day, 
83% of children under the age of 6 use screen media, with those children averaging about two hours a day (1:57). 
Media use increases with age, from 61% of babies one year or younger who watch screen media in a typical day (for 
an average of 1:20) to 90% of 4 to 6 year-olds (for an average of 2:03)....
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, May 24

Presidential speech audio and text archive
http://millercenter.virginia.edu/scripps/diglibrary/prezspeeches/index.html
The University of Virginia’s Scripps Library and Multimedia Archive has an archive of some of the most important 
presidential speeches of the past 60 years available. Recently they expanded the collection to include the full text of 
some of the more important presidential speeches from the 18th and 19th centuries.... 
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June 14 , 2006 
AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter e-mailed every Wednesday to personal
members of the American Library Association.
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Round Table News
Awards
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Actions & Answers
Poll
Datebook
AL Direct FAQ

Senators question Justice Department on
Anderson probe
At a June 6 hearing examining the FBI’s attempt to gain
access to the papers of the late investigative journalist Jack
Anderson, the Senate Judiciary Committee criticized the
recalcitrance of a Justice Department official testifying on the
efforts....

House passes telecom bill without net-
neutrality amendment
The House of Representatives passed legislation June 8 that
would allow telephone companies to offer competitive,
bundled packages of telecommunications services in new
markets, but it rejected an amendment to ensure equal
access to online content to all customers—the so-called
network neutrality provision....

California voters reject library construction
measure
Proposition 81, which would have allowed California to
borrow $600 million in bonds for public library construction
and renovation to accommodate the state’s increased
population, only won 47% of the vote in the June 6 election.
The measure, reportedly the largest library construction bond
proposition in state history, was placed on the ballot after a
2004 compromise by the legislature and Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger to replenish the Library Bond Act of 2000....

Berkeley PL director resigns amid controversy
Jackie Griffin, director of Berkeley (Calif.) Public Library for
five years, has resigned, following a controversial decision to
install RFID devices and ongoing staff complaints about her
management style, according to the June 9 Oakland Tribune.
The library agreed to pay her $34,451, approximately three
months’ salary, and six months of health benefits in
exchange for her resignation....

Gwinnett County board fires library director
A group of Georgians stepped up its criticism of the
management of Gwinnett County Public Library June 5 by
launching the GCPL Watch website, which describes more

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 
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Cognotes is the daily
newspaper of the ALA
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than a decade of opposition by some residents to library
policy decisions made during Director Jo Ann Pinder’s 15-year
tenure there. Matters came to a boil June 12 when trustees
fired Pinder at a tumultuous public meeting....

Sotheby’s to auction Martin
Luther King Jr. archives
After years of failed attempts to sell Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s private papers to the Library of Congress or a university,
King’s family has agreed to allow New York auction house
Sotheby’s to put the collection up for sale June 30....

Donald Hall named poet laureate of the
United States
Librarian of Congress James Billington announced June 14
that Donald Hall has been named the next poet laureate of
the United States. The author of 15 books of poetry, Hall will
be the Library of Congress’s 14th poet laureate consultant in
poetry, a 70-year-old post administered by LC’s Poetry and
Literature Center....

Statement on network neutrality
ALA President Michael Gorman and Association of Research
Libraries President Brian Schottlaender issued a joint
statement June 9 on the House’s failure to support the
Markey Amendment on net neutrality....

Statement on broadband wiretap decision
ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger issued a statement on the
June 9 federal appeals court decision that upheld the
government’s authority to force high-speed internet service
providers to allow the police and FBI access for wiretapping
internet phone calls....

House lawmakers recommend $10.3-million
LSTA increase
ALA extended thanks June 7 on behalf of America’s library
patrons to members of the House Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee for its
recommendation of a $10.3-million funding increase for the
Library Services and Technology Act....

Library Advocacy Now! training in
New Orleans
“Funding? The USA PATRIOT Act? Fair Use?
Google?: Library Advocacy Now,” a two-hour
advocacy training program offered at Annual
Conference, will focus on current technology
issues. The training is scheduled for Saturday,
June 24, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m....

Library and archives groups file amicus brief
on copyright infringement case
ALA, together with the American Association of Law Libraries,

Annual Conference. It is
published Saturday

through Tuesday during
the Conference, and a

Highlights Issue is
mailed to all ALA

members after the
Conference. Issues are

also posted online.

Download free
audio public

service
announcements

(11, 15, 21, and 25
seconds) and help
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about Banned
Books Week,

September 23–30.

Read Brenda Bailey-
Hainer’s note on the
State of Colorado’s

government portal in
the Summer issue of
Interface, ASCLA’s
online newsletter.

What do
YOU think?
Should the FBI be

allowed access to the
Jack Anderson

papers to remove
leaked classified
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Association of Research Libraries, Medical Library Association,
Society of American Archivists, and Special Libraries
Association, filed a friend of the court brief June 7 in support
of the National Geographic Society’s right to republish works
in a digital format without seeking permission of authors or
other contributors....

Hollywood Librarian
documentary to preview at
conference
ALA will offer a sneak peek at a new
documentary in the making, The
Hollywood Librarian: Librarians in
Cinema and Society. Footage from the film, still in post-
production, will be shown at the Morial Convention Center
Auditorium, Sunday, June 25, at 9 p.m....

Libraries to host jazz film-
discussion series
National Video Resources, in
partnership with the ALA Public
Programs Office, has named 43 public
and academic libraries nationwide as
pilot sites for the six-week documentary film viewing and
discussion series “Looking At: Jazz, America’s Art Form.”...

Library Card Sign-up Month
promotes the “Smartest
Card”
Promotional tools in Spanish and English
are available online to promote “The
Smartest Card. Get It. Use It. @ your
library” theme for Library Card Sign-up
Month, which begins September 1. New
this year are radio public service announcements featuring
actor-comedian George Lopez, as well as a summary of best
practices from public libraries nationwide using the Smartest
Card theme....

 

 

Featured review: 
Books for youth
Patterson, James. Maximum Ride:
School’s Out—Forever. Little,
Brown, May 2006. (0-316-15559-
4). Max and her flock are back in
this new volume in the Maximum
Ride series, a follow-up to The
Angel Experiment (2004). In a
flying fight with Erasers, Fang is
injured so seriously that the flock
takes him to a hospital. It’s obvious he’s not a
normal human (having wings and avian DNA), so it

documents?
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This is an unscientific poll that
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those AL Direct readers who
have chosen to participate.

Results of the
June 7 poll:

Do you see any threat to
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government mandates
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years?
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NO..................12%
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For cumulated results
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to all AL Direct polls,

visit the AL Online
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contacting Senators

about the
Communications

Reform bill, S. 2686.

CATALOG
LIBRARIAN, 

Long Island University,
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non-print materials in
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http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/HollywoodLibrarianJune25.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/HollywoodLibrarianJune25.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/HollywoodLibrarianJune25.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LookingAtJazzseries.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LookingAtJazzseries.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/librarycard2006.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/librarycard2006.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/librarycard2006.htm
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652256
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652256
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225E9JJTK7D
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm
http://www.onlineadvocacy.net/
http://www.onlineadvocacy.net/
http://www.onlineadvocacy.net/
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/liu2.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/liu2.htm


AL Direct, June 14, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/june/061406.htm[7/17/2014 11:55:54 AM]

isn’t long before the FBI shows up....

Newsmaker: Straight answers
from Michael White
For every resident of New Orleans, Hurricane
Katrina changed everything. But for
clarinetist Michael White, the floods
destroyed 30 years of collecting when they
swept over his personal library of materials
related to the city’s musical and cultural
heritage. The water reduced photographs,
documents, recordings, and musical
instruments to piles of rot and mold....

Katrina Journal: New Orleans now
University of New Orleans History Professor Günter Bischof
summarizes the state of the city: “Every day there are signs
of comeback. The French Quarter and Uptown of course
present themselves as if nothing happened last fall.... Yet in
spite of such progress the lag in the overall recovery effort is
still palpable. Nine months after Katrina large parts of the
city are still vacant, with only halting signs of
repopulation.”...
George Mason University’s History News Network, June 12

Brennan’s is back
Looking for fresh signs of the city’s
recovery, New Orleans food lovers have
been watching the locked front door of
Brennan’s Restaurant. Executive Chef
Lazone Randolph made a lot of people
happy June 8, when the storm-damaged
restaurant reopened with refurbished
dining rooms, new ceilings, a modern
sprinkler system—and the same menu that
has drawn loyal patrons for decades....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 2

An un-conventional year for New Orleans
visitors
Police and health officials assured Michael Gorman that New
Orleans was safe, and he confirmed in person that its
restaurants and night life were back. Yet visions of disaster
trouble Gorman, dean of library services at California State
University at Fresno and president of the American Library
Association....
Los Angeles Times, June 12

Severe weather alerts by text messaging
ALA has set up an opt-in text messaging service to provide
messaging directly to the cell phones of thousands of
attendees, vendors, and staff spread over hundreds of
locations around New Orleans....
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Food service reopens at Convention Center
Aramark Corporation said it plans to open two restaurants, a
food court, and the kitchen at the Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center on June 20. The company has worked
closely with the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority to
clean or replace kitchen equipment, utensils, banquet
fixtures, flooring, seating, and serving equipment. About 80%
of the dining facilities have been restored....
Philadelphia Business Journal, June 13

Southwest adds more flights
Southwest Airlines has added six daily non-stop flights from
New Orleans’ Louis Armstrong International Airport,
reclaiming the spot as the largest carrier operating from the
area. The new flights bring Southwest’s total to 24. While
that’s more than other carriers, it still amounts to only 43%
of the airline’s pre-Katrina service....
USA Today, June 13

Post-Katrina tourist souvenirs
As the city faces a new hurricane season, T-shirts making
light of the storm that put 80% of New Orleans under water
nine months ago have proliferated in the French Quarter.
Vendors say they are outselling the typical tourist shirts,
made for the New Orleans of another time, by a wide
margin....
Reuters, June 11

Interactive online ALA Exhibits map
Find Annual Conference vendors alphabetically, by booth
number, or by clicking on booth locations on this searchable,
zoomable floor map...

Planning to blog the conference?
Add your blog and web address to the list on ALA’s
conference wiki...

Diana Shonrock is new RUSA
president
Diana D. Shonrock, science and technology
librarian at Iowa State University, will
assume office as RUSA president in July.
An active ALA member, Shonrock has
served as chair of the Management and
Operation of User Services Section and
was instrumental in the section’s
reconfiguration into the Reference Services
Section....

AASL launches blog
AASL has established a permanent
weblog—AASLblog—to provide a
focused and flexible format for information about programs,
conferences, projects, resources, and activities of interest to
AASL members and others in the K–12 library media
community....

Elizabeth Overmyer
reviews new

resources in the
exciting new world
of booktalking, in

the January/
February issue of
AASL’s Knowledge

Quest.

Aug. 6–11:
ACRL/Harvard
Leadership
Institute,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts. 800-
545-2433, ext. 2523.
Contact: ACRL.

Aug. 20–24:
International
Federation of
Library
Associations and
Institutions,
General Conference
and Council, Seoul,
Korea. “Libraries:
Dynamic Engines for
the Knowledge and
Information Society.”
Contact: Congrex
Holland BV, PO Box
302, 1000 AH
Amsterdam,
Netherlands; +31 20
5040 201. Passport
number must be
submitted before
Aug. 1.

Thru Sept. 1:
Step up to the Plate
@ your library
baseball trivia
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PLA blog gets a new look
The makeover, courtesy of Andrea Mercado, is a result of
migrating from Blogger to WordPress 2.0.3....

YALSA blog manager selected
Linda Braun, educational technology consultant for LEO:
Librarians and Educators Online, has been selected as
manager of the YALSA Blog. Braun will be responsible for the
content and look of the blog and will work closely to recruit
and oversee designated bloggers....

ACRL hires Kathryn Deiss as new content
strategist
Kathryn Deiss has been appointed ACRL content strategist,
effective July 17. Deiss will seek out important and
innovative practices, approaches, and projects to bring them
to the attention of the larger academic and research library
community through a variety of formats including books,
workshops, articles, podcasts, and virtual learning events....

LAMA announces President’s Program panel
José-Marie Griffiths, James G. Neal, and Raymond Santiago
will serve on the LAMA President’s Program panel,
“Leadership Excellence for Transition: Lessons for Librarians
in Every Generation,” at ALA Annual Conference, Sunday,
June 25, 1:30–3:30 p.m....

SRRT holds workshops on emergency
preparedness and recovery
The Task Force on the Environment (one of seven task forces
comprising ALA’s Social Responsibilities Round Table) is
sponsoring two workshops—“Preparedness Matters” and
“Recovery Matters”—to address the roles librarians and
libraries may play in helping the communities they serve in
developing community disaster and emergency preparedness
programs....

LITA/Endeavor Student Writing Award
winner
Yi Shen, a doctoral student at the University of Wisconsin at
Madison SLIS, is the winner of the 2006 LITA/Endeavor
Student Writing Award for her paper entitled “Social
Scientists’ Information Behavior in Scientific Research
Practice.”...

What if they gagged Gutenberg?
Imagine if the leaders of 16th-century Germany, feeling
threatened by the democratizing forces of the printing press,
had taken Gutenberg’s invention and limited its use to those

contest with prizes
for library users,
including a trip to
the Baseball Hall of
Fame. 100
participating libraries
will win a Jackie
Robinson poster from
ALA Graphics. Free
promotional materials
are available.

Sept. 14–16:
ALSC National
Institute, Hilton
Pittsburgh.
“Children’s Services
Today and
Tomorrow.” Angela
Smith, 800-545-
2433, ext. 2167.

Sept. 25–27:
Library Assessment
Conference,
Charlottesville,
Virginia. “Building
Effective,
Sustainable, Practical
Assessment.”
Contact: Association
of Research Libraries.

Oct. 13–15:
AASL Fall Forum,
Warwick, Rhode
Island. “Assessing
Student Learning in
the School Library
Media Center.”
Contact: Andrea
Parker, 800-545-
2433, ext. 1396.

Oct. 15–21:
Teen Read Week:
“Get Active @ Your
Library.” Contact:
Beth Yoke, 800-545-
2433, ext. 4391.

Oct. 16–17:
Internet Librarian
International
conference,
Copthorne Tara
Hotel, London.
“Discovering New
Resources,
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they agreed with politically—or if Luther had to pay licensing
fees for nailing up his 95 Theses on every church door in
Germany. That’s what Big Telecom is trying to do. By
creating two internet tiers—one that is fast and charges fees
to website owners, and a second-class Web that is cheaper
and slower and could limit access to independently run
sites....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 11

Save the King County library system
An editorial calls the King County (Wash.) Library System a
“bibliophile’s heaven” and urges the city of Seattle to support
it equitably, even as trustees face a major crisis....
Seattle Times, June 11

The amateur sleuth who gave the National
Archives a red face
The scandal over missing documents that rocked the National
Archives this spring came to light not because of the digging
of an investigative reporter or a timely leak by a concerned
federal insider. Instead it was Matthew M. Aid, an amateur
researcher and historian, who figured out that for at least six
years the CIA and the Air Force had been withdrawing
thousands of records from the public shelves....
Washington Post, June 8

Newberry Library explores
the architecture of
knowledge
“The architecture of knowledge”—what
an intriguing concept, we thought when
we heard that Chicago’s Newberry
Library was holding a panel discussion
on the subject, in connection with
“Closed/Open,” an art installation by
Antonia Contro that opened May 17 at
the library....
Chicago Tribune, June 8

Scientists to reassemble Maimonides’ works
Scientists at the University of Manchester hope to use digital
technology in reassembling some 300,000 tiny fragments of
an 800-year-old Jewish philosopher’s oeuvre....
Washington Post, June 14

Is James Joyce’s grandson suppressing
scholarship?
Scholars must ask grandson Stephen Joyce’s permission to
quote sizable passages or to reproduce manuscript pages
from those works of Joyce’s that remain under copyright—
including Ulysses and Finnegans Wake—as well as from more
than 3,000 letters and several dozen unpublished manuscript
fragments. He has also destroyed potentially valuable
correspondence, blocked or discouraged countless public
readings of Ulysses, and once tried unsuccessfully to halt a
webcast of the book....
New Yorker, June 19

Libraries of gracious reading, for members

Demystifying Web
Technologies.”

Oct. 26–29:
LITA National
Forum, Nashville,
Tennessee. Contact:
LITA, 800-545-2433,
ext. 4270.

More Datebook
items...

“But what about
writers and
publishers? Libraries
have been Napstering
the hell out of us ever
since Alexandria.”

—Author Anthony Doerr in
“Doozy of a Decimal System,”
The Morning News online
magazine, Apr. 5.
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only
Susan Kelly is an avid reader of detective novels, but the
public library doesn’t always have what she wants and she
draws the line at buying books in hardcover. So Ms. Kelly
joined a membership library, where she has, among many
other privileges, the run of more than 15,000 new and
classic mysteries....
New York Times, June 11

Report: Americans say
libraries are essential
A study (PDF file) sponsored by the
Americans for Libraries Council shows
that libraries are poised to lead the way
to solutions to today’s pressing
community problems. According to Long
Overdue: A Fresh Look at Public and
Leadership Attitudes about Libraries in
the 21st Century, 78% of Americans say
that if their library shut down because of
lack of funding they would feel “that something essential and
important has been lost, affecting the whole community.”...
Americans for Libraries Council, June 13

RLG membership approves move to combine
with OCLC
RLG member institutions have approved a proposal to
combine operations with OCLC, clearing the way for two of
the world’s largest membership-based information
organizations to become one, effective July 1. The agreement
was approved by the required two-thirds of voting RLG
member institutions....
RLG, June 9

JFK Library to create
comprehensive digital
Kennedy archive
Senator Edward M. Kennedy
announced June 9 a major and
unprecedented effort by the National
Archives and Records Administration
to build a new library—a digital one consisting of the entire
collection of papers, documents, photographs, and audio
recordings of President John F. Kennedy, eventually making
them accessible to citizens throughout the world via the
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s website....
JFK Library Foundation, June 9

Towards a more holistic tenure process
Steven Bell writes, “What do we gain by putting our young or
new professionals through a process that leaves them feeling
drained and uninspired, believing that what you really have
to communicate—and how you choose to communicate it—
isn’t as important as where you write or speak it?”...
ACRLog, June 14

Special Libraries Association conference blog

ISSN 1559-369X.
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Catch up on the activities of SLA colleagues, as summarized
in the official blog for the SLA Annual Conference, June 11–
14. Information Today also blogged the conference....
SLA; Information Today

Libraries honored with Webby
Awards
The 10th Annual Webby Awards Gala took
place June 12 at Cipriani Wall Street in
New York City. Among the institutions
honored for their websites were the Library
of Congress, which garnered a People’s Voice award in the
Cultural Institutions category. Official honorees (the top 20%
of all sites entered in the competition) included the Tacoma
(Wash.) Public Library, the Jefferson County (Colo.) Public
Library, the Gerald Ford Presidential Library and Museum,
and homeworkNYC.org (designed by the New York, Brooklyn,
and Queens public libraries)....
Webby Awards, June 12

“Librarians”: Parody of
“COPS” TV show
This sketch was performed sometime
in the 1990s by the Seattle-based
KING-TV show “Almost Live!”—a
comedy show broadcast from 1984 to
1999 that did frequent parodies. As
you might suspect from context, the performers were
regulars on the show and not staff members of the Seattle
Public Library....
YouTube; KING-TV

Ten reasons why blog posting frequency
doesn’t matter any more
“Thou shalt post every day” is the most fundamental and
most well-known principle of blogging. You cannot be
successful if you do not go by the rule, right? Wrong. Daily
posts are a legacy of a Web 1.0 mindset and early Web 2.0
days (meaning 12 months ago!)....
Marketing Profs: Daily Fix, June 6

Reference librarians use electronic resources
six times more than print sources (PDF file)
Lorie Kloda’s review of a May 2005 article in the Journal of
Academic Librarianship indicates more research in this area is
warranted....
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice, vol. 1, no. 2

MLA rates top 10 most useful health websites
The Medical Library Association’s Consumer and Patient
Health Information Section evaluates websites based on
credibility, sponsorship/authorship, content, audience,
currency, disclosure, purpose, links, design, interactivity, and
disclaimers....
Medical Library Association

How MySpace works
Fifty-four million people have profiles on MySpace as of
February 2006, and 180,000 more register to use the site
every day. By all accounts, it’s a phenomenon. Some people
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call it dumb luck, some call it brilliant, and a few call it a
sexual predator’s dream come true. In this article, we’ll find
out what MySpace really is, what it can do for you, how it
blew past the competition, and why Rupert Murdoch thought
it was worth $580 million....
How Stuff Works

A history of typographical bleeping
Mark Liberman looks at the origins of typographical bleeping,
in which asterisks or hyphens or underscores are substituted
for certain letters in order to avoid violating lexical taboos. A
reader provided an example from 1869, and this caused him
to do a small search that pushed it back to 1680....
Language Log, June 10

 

http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/%7Emyl/languagelog/archives/003244.html
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
What do YOU think?

Should the FBI be allowed access to the Jack Anderson papers to remove leaked classified documents?

http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225E9JJTK7D

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
June 7 poll:

Do you see any threat to your users’ privacy if the government mandates internet service providers to retain network 
data for two years?

YES................88%
NO..................12%

(161 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Senators question Justice Department on Anderson probe
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/anderson.htm
At a June 6 hearing examining the FBI’s attempt to gain access to the papers of the late investigative journalist Jack 
Anderson, the Senate Judiciary Committee criticized the recalcitrance of a Justice Department official testifying on the 
efforts....

House passes telecom bill without net-neutrality amendment
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/netneutral.htm
The House of Representatives passed legislation June 8 that would allow telephone companies to offer competitive, 
bundled packages of telecommunications services in new markets, but it rejected an amendment to ensure equal access 
to online content to all customers—the so-called network neutrality provision....
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California voters reject library construction measure
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/prop81.htm
Proposition 81, which would have allowed California to borrow $600 million in bonds for public library construction 
and renovation to accommodate the state’s increased population, only won 47% of the vote in the June 6 election. The 
measure, reportedly the largest library construction bond proposition in state history, was placed on the ballot after a 
2004 compromise by the legislature and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to replenish the Library Bond Act of 2000....

Berkeley PL director resigns amid controversy
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/berkeley.htm
Jackie Griffin, director of Berkeley (Calif.) Public Library for five years, has resigned, following a controversial 
decision to install RFID devices and ongoing staff complaints about her management style, according to the June 9 
Oakland Tribune. The library agreed to pay her $34,451, approximately three months’ salary, and six months of health 
benefits in exchange for her resignation....

Gwinnett County board fires library director
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/geinnett.htm
A group of Georgians stepped up its criticism of the management of Gwinnett County Public Library June 5 by 
launching the GCPL Watch website, which describes more than a decade of opposition by some residents to library 
policy decisions made during Director Jo Ann Pinder’s 15-year tenure there. Matters came to a boil June 12 when 
trustees fired Pinder at a tumultuous public meeting....

Sotheby’s to auction Martin Luther King Jr. archives
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/mlkpapers.htm
After years of failed attempts to sell Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s private papers to the Library of Congress or a 
university, King’s family has agreed to allow New York auction house Sotheby’s to put the collection up for sale June 
30....

Donald Hall named poet laureate of the United States
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/hallpoet.htm
Librarian of Congress James Billington announced June 14 that Donald Hall has been named the next poet laureate of 
the United States. The author of 15 books of poetry, Hall will be the Library of Congress’s 14th poet laureate 
consultant in poetry, a 70-year-old post administered by LC’s Poetry and Literature Center....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Statement on network neutrality
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/copebillhouse.htm
ALA President Michael Gorman and Association of Research Libraries President Brian Schottlaender issued a joint 
statement June 9 on the House’s failure to support the Markey Amendment on net neutrality....

Statement on broadband wiretap decision
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/CALEAruling.htm
ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger issued a statement on the June 9 federal appeals court decision that upheld the 
government’s authority to force high-speed internet service providers to allow the police and FBI access for 
wiretapping internet phone calls....

House lawmakers recommend $10.3-million LSTA increase
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LSTAmarkup.htm
ALA extended thanks June 7 on behalf of America’s library patrons to members of the House Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee for its recommendation of a $10.3-million funding 
increase for the Library Services and Technology Act....
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Library Advocacy Now! training in New Orleans
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2005/december2005/libraryadvocacynowtraini.htm
“Funding? The USA PATRIOT Act? Fair Use? Google?: Library Advocacy Now,” a two-hour advocacy training 
program offered at Annual Conference, will focus on current technology issues. The training is scheduled for Saturday, 
June 24, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m....

Library and archives groups file amicus brief on copyright infringement case
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/ngsamicus.htm
ALA, together with the American Association of Law Libraries, Association of Research Libraries, Medical Library 
Association, Society of American Archivists, and Special Libraries Association, filed a friend of the court brief June 7 
in support of the National Geographic Society’s right to republish works in a digital format without seeking permission 
of authors or other contributors....

Hollywood Librarian documentary to preview at conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/HollywoodLibrarianJune25.htm
ALA will offer a sneak peek at a new documentary in the making, The Hollywood Librarian: Librarians in Cinema and 
Society. Footage from the film, still in post-production, will be shown at the Morial Convention Center Auditorium, 
Sunday, June 25, at 9 p.m....

Libraries to host jazz film-discussion series
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LookingAtJazzseries.htm
National Video Resources, in partnership with the ALA Public Programs Office, has named 43 public and academic 
libraries nationwide as pilot sites for the six-week documentary film viewing and discussion series “Looking At: Jazz, 
America’s Art Form.”...

Library Card Sign-up Month promotes the “Smartest Card”
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/librarycard2006.htm
Promotional tools in Spanish and English are available online to promote “The Smartest Card. Get It. Use It. @ your 
library” theme for Library Card Sign-up Month, which begins September 1. New this year are radio public service 
announcements featuring actor-comedian George Lopez, as well as a summary of best practices from public libraries 
nationwide using the Smartest Card theme....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review:
Books for youth
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1652256
Patterson, James. Maximum Ride: School’s Out—Forever. Little, Brown, May 2006. (0-316-15559-4). Max and her 
flock are back in this new volume in the Maximum Ride series, a follow-up to The Angel Experiment (2004). In a 
flying fight with Erasers, Fang is injured so seriously that the flock takes him to a hospital. It’s obvious he’s not a 
normal human (having wings and avian DNA), so it isn’t long before the FBI shows up....

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Newsmaker: Straight answers from Michael White
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/selectedarticles/michaelwhite.htm
For every resident of New Orleans, Hurricane Katrina changed everything. But for clarinetist Michael White, the 
floods destroyed 30 years of collecting when they swept over his personal library of materials related to the city’s 
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musical and cultural heritage. The water reduced photographs, documents, recordings, and musical instruments to piles 
of rot and mold....

Katrina Journal: New Orleans now
http://www.hnn.us/articles/26435.html
University of New Orleans History Professor Günter Bischof summarizes the state of the city: “Every day there are 
signs of comeback. The French Quarter and Uptown of course present themselves as if nothing happened last fall.... 
Yet in spite of such progress the lag in the overall recovery effort is still palpable. Nine months after Katrina large 
parts of the city are still vacant, with only halting signs of repopulation.”...
George Mason University’s History News Network, June 12

Brennan’s is back
http://www.nola.com/lagniappe/t-p/index.ssf?/base/entertainment-0/1149254758306970.xml&coll=1
Looking for fresh signs of the city’s recovery, New Orleans food lovers have been watching the locked front door of 
Brennan’s Restaurant. Executive Chef Lazone Randolph made a lot of people happy June 8, when the storm-damaged 
restaurant reopened with refurbished dining rooms, new ceilings, a modern sprinkler system—and the same menu that 
has drawn loyal patrons for decades....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 2

An un-conventional year for New Orleans visitors
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-noconvene12jun12,1,5445347.story
Police and health officials assured Michael Gorman that New Orleans was safe, and he confirmed in person that its 
restaurants and night life were back. Yet visions of disaster trouble Gorman, dean of library services at California State 
University at Fresno and president of the American Library Association....
Los Angeles Times, June 12

Severe weather alerts by text messaging
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/weather.htm
ALA has set up an opt-in text messaging service to provide messaging directly to the cell phones of thousands of 
attendees, vendors, and staff spread over hundreds of locations around New Orleans....

Food service reopens at Convention Center
http://philadelphia.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/stories/2006/06/12/daily9.html
Aramark Corporation said it plans to open two restaurants, a food court, and the kitchen at the Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center on June 20. The company has worked closely with the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority to 
clean or replace kitchen equipment, utensils, banquet fixtures, flooring, seating, and serving equipment. About 80% of 
the dining facilities have been restored....
Philadelphia Business Journal, June 13

Southwest adds more flights
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/flights/2006-06-13-southwest-new-orleans_x.htm
Southwest Airlines has added six daily non-stop flights from New Orleans’ Louis Armstrong International Airport, 
reclaiming the spot as the largest carrier operating from the area. The new flights bring Southwest’s total to 24. While 
that’s more than other carriers, it still amounts to only 43% of the airline’s pre-Katrina service....
USA Today, June 13

Post-Katrina tourist souvenirs
http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=oddlyEnoughNews&storyID=2006-06-
11T163356Z_01_N11189260_RTRIDST_0_OUKOE-UK-WEATHER-HURRICANES-JOKE.XML
As the city faces a new hurricane season, T-shirts making light of the storm that put 80% of New Orleans under water 
nine months ago have proliferated in the French Quarter. Vendors say they are outselling the typical tourist shirts, 
made for the New Orleans of another time, by a wide margin....
Reuters, June 11
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Interactive online ALA Exhibits map
http://maps.mapnetwork.com/ala06%5Fneworleans/index.asp
Find Annual Conference vendors alphabetically, by booth number, or by clicking on booth locations on this searchable, 
zoomable floor map...

Planning to blog the conference?
http://meredith.wolfwater.com/ala2006/index.php?title=Conference_Bloggers
Add your blog and web address to the list on ALA’s conference wiki...

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
Diana Shonrock is new RUSA president
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/ShonrockRUSApresident.htm
Diana D. Shonrock, science and technology librarian at Iowa State University, will assume office as RUSA president 
in July. An active ALA member, Shonrock has served as chair of the Management and Operation of User Services 
Section and was instrumental in the section’s reconfiguration into the Reference Services Section....

AASL launches blog
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/AASLpermanentblog.htm
AASL has established a permanent weblog—AASLblog—to provide a focused and flexible format for information 
about programs, conferences, projects, resources, and activities of interest to AASL members and others in the K–12 
library media community....

PLA blog gets a new look
http://www.plablog.org/
The makeover, courtesy of Andrea Mercado, is a result of migrating from Blogger to WordPress 2.0.3....

YALSA blog manager selected
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/BraunYALSABlogmanager.htm
Linda Braun, educational technology consultant for LEO: Librarians and Educators Online, has been selected as 
manager of the YALSA Blog. Braun will be responsible for the content and look of the blog and will work closely to 
recruit and oversee designated bloggers....

ACRL hires Kathryn Deiss as new content strategist
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/DeissACRLcontentstrategi.htm
Kathryn Deiss has been appointed ACRL content strategist, effective July 17. Deiss will seek out important and 
innovative practices, approaches, and projects to bring them to the attention of the larger academic and research library 
community through a variety of formats including books, workshops, articles, podcasts, and virtual learning events....

LAMA announces President’s Program panel
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LAMApanelPresidentsProg.htm
José-Marie Griffiths, James G. Neal, and Raymond Santiago will serve on the LAMA President’s Program panel, 
“Leadership Excellence for Transition: Lessons for Librarians in Every Generation,” at ALA Annual Conference, 
Sunday, June 25, 1:30–3:30 p.m....

ROUND TABLE NEWS 
*******************************
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SRRT holds workshops on emergency preparedness and recovery
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Disasterprepworkshops.htm
The Task Force on the Environment (one of seven task forces comprising ALA’s Social Responsibilities Round Table) 
is sponsoring two workshops—“Preparedness Matters” and “Recovery Matters”—to address the roles librarians and 
libraries may play in helping the communities they serve in developing community disaster and emergency 
preparedness programs....

AWARDS 
*******************************
LITA/Endeavor Student Writing Award winner
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/2006LITAEndeavoraward.htm
Yi Shen, a doctoral student at the University of Wisconsin at Madison SLIS, is the winner of the 2006 LITA/Endeavor 
Student Writing Award for her paper entitled “Social Scientists’ Information Behavior in Scientific Research 
Practice.”...

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
What if they gagged Gutenberg?
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2006/06/11/INGT6J4PVB25.DTL
Imagine if the leaders of 16th-century Germany, feeling threatened by the democratizing forces of the printing press, 
had taken Gutenberg’s invention and limited its use to those they agreed with politically—or if Luther had to pay 
licensing fees for nailing up his 95 Theses on every church door in Germany. That’s what Big Telecom is trying to do. 
By creating two internet tiers—one that is fast and charges fees to website owners, and a second-class Web that is 
cheaper and slower and could limit access to independently run sites....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 11

Save the King County library system
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/editorialsopinion/2003051673_booksed11.html
An editorial calls the King County (Wash.) Library System a “bibliophile’s heaven” and urges the city of Seattle to 
support it equitably, even as trustees face a major crisis....
Seattle Times, June 11

The amateur sleuth who gave the National Archives a red face
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/07/AR2006060701870.html
The scandal over missing documents that rocked the National Archives this spring came to light not because of the 
digging of an investigative reporter or a timely leak by a concerned federal insider. Instead it was Matthew M. Aid, an 
amateur researcher and historian, who figured out that for at least six years the CIA and the Air Force had been 
withdrawing thousands of records from the public shelves....
Washington Post, June 8

Newberry Library explores the architecture of knowledge
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/chi-0606070372jun08,1,5161137.story
“The architecture of knowledge”—what an intriguing concept, we thought when we heard that Chicago’s Newberry 
Library was holding a panel discussion on the subject, in connection with “Closed/Open,” an art installation by 
Antonia Contro that opened May 17 at the library....
Chicago Tribune, June 8

Scientists to reassemble Maimonides’ works
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/13/AR2006061301576.html
Scientists at the University of Manchester hope to use digital technology in reassembling some 300,000 tiny fragments 
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of an 800-year-old Jewish philosopher’s oeuvre....
Washington Post, June 14

Is James Joyce’s grandson suppressing scholarship?
http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/060619fa_fact
Scholars must ask grandson Stephen Joyce’s permission to quote sizable passages or to reproduce manuscript pages 
from those works of Joyce’s that remain under copyright—including Ulysses and Finnegans Wake—as well as from 
more than 3,000 letters and several dozen unpublished manuscript fragments. He has also destroyed potentially 
valuable correspondence, blocked or discouraged countless public readings of Ulysses, and once tried unsuccessfully 
to halt a webcast of the book....
New Yorker, June 19

Libraries of gracious reading, for members only
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/11/business/yourmoney/11library.html
Susan Kelly is an avid reader of detective novels, but the public library doesn’t always have what she wants and she 
draws the line at buying books in hardcover. So Ms. Kelly joined a membership library, where she has, among many 
other privileges, the run of more than 15,000 new and classic mysteries....
New York Times, June 11

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Report: Americans say libraries are essential
http://www.lff.org/long_overdue061306.html
A study (PDF file) sponsored by the Americans for Libraries Council shows that libraries are poised to lead the way to 
solutions to today’s pressing community problems. According to Long Overdue: A Fresh Look at Public and 
Leadership Attitudes about Libraries in the 21st Century, 78% of Americans say that if their library shut down because 
of lack of funding they would feel “that something essential and important has been lost, affecting the whole 
community.”...
Americans for Libraries Council, June 13

RLG membership approves move to combine with OCLC
http://www.rlg.org/en/page.php?Page_ID=20950
RLG member institutions have approved a proposal to combine operations with OCLC, clearing the way for two of the 
world’s largest membership-based information organizations to become one, effective July 1. The agreement was 
approved by the required two-thirds of voting RLG member institutions....
RLG, June 9

JFK Library to create comprehensive digital Kennedy archive
http://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK%2BLibrary%2Band%2BMuseum/News%2Band%2BPress/Kennedy%2BPresidential%2
BLibrary%2BAnnounces%2BGround%2BBreaking%2BInitiative%2Bto%2BPermanently%2BPreserve%2Bthe%2BAr
chiv.htm
Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced June 9 a major and unprecedented effort by the National Archives and 
Records Administration to build a new library—a digital one consisting of the entire collection of papers, documents, 
photographs, and audio recordings of President John F. Kennedy, eventually making them accessible to citizens 
throughout the world via the Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s website....
JFK Library Foundation, June 9

Towards a more holistic tenure process
http://acrlblog.org/2006/06/14/tenure-driven-publication-and-presenting-need-not-be-a-grind/
Steven Bell writes, “What do we gain by putting our young or new professionals through a process that leaves them 
feeling drained and uninspired, believing that what you really have to communicate—and how you choose to 
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communicate it—isn’t as important as where you write or speak it?”...
ACRLog, June 14

Special Libraries Association conference blog
http://slablogger.typepad.com/sla_2006_conference_blog/
Catch up on the activities of SLA colleagues, as summarized in the official blog for the SLA Annual Conference, June 
11–14. Information Today also blogged the conference...
SLA; Information Today

Libraries honored with Webby Awards
http://www.webbyawards.com/
The 10th Annual Webby Awards Gala took place June 12 at Cipriani Wall Street in New York City. Among the 
institutions honored for their websites were the Library of Congress, which garnered a People’s Voice award in the 
Cultural Institutions category. Official honorees (the top 20% of all sites entered in the competition) included the 
Tacoma (Wash.) Public Library, the Jefferson County (Colo.) Public Library, the Gerald Ford Presidential Library and 
Museum, and homeworkNYC.org (designed by the New York, Brooklyn, and Queens public libraries)....
Webby Awards, June 12

“Librarians”: Parody of “COPS” TV show
http://youtube.com/watch?v=XIUC9NPo3W4
This sketch was performed sometime in the 1990s by the Seattle-based KING-TV show “Almost Live!”—a comedy 
show broadcast from 1984 to 1999 that did frequent parodies. As you might suspect from context, the performers were 
regulars on the show and not staff members of the Seattle Public Library....
YouTube; KING-TV

Ten reasons why blog posting frequency doesn’t matter any more
http://blog.marketingprofs.com/2006/06/w_why_blog_post_frequency_does.html
“Thou shalt post every day” is the most fundamental and most well-known principle of blogging. You cannot be 
successful if you do not go by the rule, right? Wrong. Daily posts are a legacy of a Web 1.0 mindset and early Web 2.0 
days (meaning 12 months ago!)....
Marketing Profs: Daily Fix, June 6

Reference librarians use electronic resources six times more than print sources (PDF file)
http://ejournals.library.ualberta.ca/index.php/EBLIP/article/view/40/113
Lorie Kloda’s review of a May 2005 article in the Journal of Academic Librarianship indicates more research in this 
area is warranted....
Evidence Based Library and Information Practice, vol. 1, no. 2

MLA rates top 10 most useful health websites
http://www.mlanet.org/resources/medspeak/topten.html
The Medical Library Association’s Consumer and Patient Health Information Section evaluates websites based on 
credibility, sponsorship/authorship, content, audience, currency, disclosure, purpose, links, design, interactivity, and 
disclaimers....
Medical Library Association

How MySpace works
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/myspace.htm
Fifty-four million people have profiles on MySpace as of February 2006, and 180,000 more register to use the site 
every day. By all accounts, it’s a phenomenon. Some people call it dumb luck, some call it brilliant, and a few call it a 
sexual predator’s dream come true. In this article, we’ll find out what MySpace really is, what it can do for you, how it 
blew past the competition, and why Rupert Murdoch thought it was worth $580 million....
How Stuff Works

A history of typographical bleeping
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http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/%7Emyl/languagelog/archives/003244.html
Mark Liberman looks at the origins of typographical bleeping, in which asterisks or hyphens or underscores are 
substituted for certain letters in order to avoid violating lexical taboos. A reader provided an example from 1869, and 
this caused him to do a small search that pushed it back to 1680....
Language Log, June 10
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June 21, 2006 
AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter e-mailed every Wednesday to personal
members of the American Library Association.

Contents:

U.S. & World News
ALA News
Booklist Online
New Orleans Update
Division News
Round Table News
Awards
Seen Online
Actions & Answers
Poll
Datebook
AL Direct FAQ

Gwinnett board names interim director;
Pinder asks for apology
Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Library trustees named an
interim executive director in a closed session June 15 to
replace Jo Ann Pinder, whom the board fired without
explanation three days earlier. Pinder’s attorney, Judith
O’Brien, sent a letter to trustees June 15 asking for a public
apology and claiming the board violated Georgia open-
meeting and library laws by “executing a game plan that
obviously had been scripted ahead of time by four of its
members and their behind-the-scenes legal adviser.”...

Miami-Dade bans A Visit to Cuba in all its
schools
The Miami–Dade County school board voted 6–3 June 14 to
remove Alta Schreier’s Vamos a Cuba (A Visit to Cuba) from
its libraries in response to a parent’s complaint that it
portrays a deceptively idealistic view of life in Cuba....

Griffiths nominated to
National Science Board
José-Marie Griffiths, dean of the School
of Information and Library Science at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, has been chosen by President Bush
to serve on the National Science Board,
the 24-member policymaking group that
oversees and guides the activities of the
National Science Foundation....

Vandal sets fire to gay collection in Chicago
branch
Gay rights activists in Chicago say a June 13 arson fire at the
John Merlo branch of the Chicago Public Library may have
been a hate crime. About 100 books were destroyed after
someone set a fire on the library’s second floor, where a
1,000+ collection of gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender books
is located....

Boycott threatened over library gay pride

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28.

Complete list of poster
sessions, Saturday

through Monday, with
abstracts.

Vendor Product
Spotlight descriptions,

Sunday.
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program
A town councilor in Southbridge, Massachusetts, has called
for a boycott of the Jacob Edwards Library if it proceeds with
a fundraiser featuring a gay author and two displays marking
June as national Gay Pride Month. James J. Marino Sr. made
his comments at a recent forum of the town council,
according to the June 15 Worcester Telegram and Gazette,
which noted that he did not ask the body to take any
action....

Insurance adjuster hints UNM fire was
intentional
Although the state fire marshal is still conducting an
investigation of the April 30 blaze that damaged the
University of New Mexico’s Zimmerman Library, an adjuster
for insurance broker Keenan and Associates told university
officials the fire apparently was set intentionally....

Medway Library to stay open part-time;
certification loss seen
At a June 12 town meeting, residents of Medway,
Massachusetts, approved a plan to keep the library open 20
hours a week. After voters failed to override the state’s
Proposition 2 1/2 tax-limitation law, the town’s Finance
Committee had recommended in May that the library be
closed July 1....

Cokie Roberts to keynote
closing session
Journalist and author Cokie Roberts will
keynote the closing session at the ALA
Annual Conference, June 27, 8–9 a.m.
Roberts currently is the chief
congressional analyst for ABC News and
is a news analyst for National Public
Radio. She is also the author of We Are
Our Mothers’ Daughters, which tells
stories of the fascinating women of the American
Revolution....

Laura Bush invited to AASL
town hall meeting
First Lady Laura Bush has been invited as
keynote speaker to School Libraries Work:
Rebuilding for Learning, a national town
hall meeting sponsored by AASL and
Scholastic to be held on Monday, June 26,
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the New
Orleans Convention Center. Lester Holt,
NBC News Weekend Today anchor, will
moderate. Doors will open at noon; no
one will be able to enter after 12:30 p.m....

9th Annual
Exhibits Round

Table Silent
Auction, New

Orleans, June 24–
26. Support ALA
scholarships to

deserving library
school students by
purchasing some of
these great items
(like this Russian
translation of Bill
Clinton’s My Life,

donated by Russia
Online) up for bid
at this year’s ERT
Silent Auction! See

the full list of
auction items at the

ERT website.

Read Rebecca Hogue
Wojahn’s

recommendations on
sports novels in the

May issue of Book
Links.

What do
YOU think?
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Rebuilding cultural communities in New
Orleans
ALA’s Public Programs Office and the H. W. Wilson
Foundation have partnered to provide support to the New
Orleans Public Library. As a major corporate donor to ALA’s
Cultural Communities Fund, H. W. Wilson decided to offer
support for the New Orleans community with $100,000 to its
Main Library, while working with ALA to promote cultural
programming through a programming grant....

American Libraries columnist
blogs at Hectic Pace
Andrew K. Pace, who writes the popular
“Technically Speaking” column in each issue
of American Libraries magazine, is launching
the Hectic Pace technology blog in
conjunction with the Annual Conference in
New Orleans. Head of information
technology at North Carolina State University
Libraries, Pace has been AL’s go-to guru for cutting-edge
technology news and views since 2004....

Jenny Levine joins ALA as
internet development
specialist
ALA Publishing and ALA’s Information
Technology and Telecommunications Unit
have hired Jenny Levine as internet
development specialist and strategy
guide, effective August 1. Levine comes
to ALA with extensive experience in
emerging technologies, service
development, and integration of services into library
environments. Her achievements with other organizations
include creating and teaching continuing education events.
She also maintains her own blog and has done several
speaking engagements with the Special Libraries Association
and the ALA divisions.

Freedom to Read Foundation
announces election results
Five trustees were elected to two-year terms in
the April election to the FTRF Board of Trustees:
Francis J. Buckley, Chris Finan, Deborah L.
Jacobs, Burton Joseph, and Candace Morgan. Of
these trustees, Morgan, Finan, Buckley, and
Jacobs were reelected; Joseph previously served
as a trustee....

Register on-site for 2006 Advocacy Institute
On-site registration will be available for the Advocacy
Institute, held in conjunction with the ALA 2006 Annual
Conference in New Orleans....

Guide to Best Reading goes
digital
The ALA Guide to Best Reading in 2006, a
coproduction of ALSC, Booklist, RUSA, and

Are you pleased
that First Lady

Laura Bush has
been invited to
speak at AASL’s

town hall meeting
on school libraries

in New Orleans?

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
June 14 poll:

Should the FBI be
allowed access to the
Jack Anderson papers

to remove leaked
classified documents?

YES................13%
NO..................87%

(142 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected responses
to all AL Direct polls,

visit the AL Online
website.

ALA and the
Guadalajara

International Book
Fair are partnering for

the ninth year to
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YALSA, is available for the first time as a
digital download from the ALA Store. The
guide is filled with annotated
recommended and notable booklists such
as “Notable Children’s Books,” “Notable
Books,” “Editor’s Choice,” and “Best Books
for Young Adults.”...

Springer to sponsor conference registration
bags
Full conference registrants at ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans will receive registration bags, thanks to a generous
donation by Springer. The blue-and-black canvas tote-style
bags will be handed out beginning on Thursday, June 22,
when registration opens....

New grants for Let’s Talk
about It: Jewish Literature
series available
ALA’s Public Programs Office and
Nextbook, a gateway to Jewish
literature, culture, and ideas, have
announced two new rounds of grants
for Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature—Identity and
Imagination, a theme-based reading and discussion series.
The application deadline for the first round of grants is
December 1....

 

 

Featured review: Media
Ackroyd, Peter. Shakespeare: The
Biography. Read by Simon Vance.
19 hrs. Books on Tape CD (1-
4159-2480-5), 2005. Ackroyd’s
biography offers unique insight
into the life, times, and
circumstances that surrounded
and molded the Bard’s literary
works. The author casts a unique and historical
perspective on Shakespeare and includes
information about his family and the world in which
he lived....

Booklist events in New Orleans
I want to take a moment to mention what my
colleagues are up to. Several of them will be
putting their expertise on display with programs in
New Orleans. If you happen to be headed there

provide support for
ALA members to
attend the 20th

Guadalajara
International Book Fair

November 25–29.
Andalucia will be the
Guest of Honor at FIL
2006. The deadline for

application to the
ALA/FIL Free Pass

Program is August 21.

 

LIBRARY
COOPERATIVE

DIRECTOR, 
The Library Network,
Southgate, Michigan.

TLN seeks a director to
manage a 5-county,
diverse, multitype
library cooperative

serving 64 communities
and 103 buildings, with
a service population of

2.8 million in Southeast
Michigan....

See American Libraries 
HOT JOBS ONLINE

for more career
opportunities.
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yourself, I’m sure you’ll find these well worth the
while....
Likely Stories, Keir Graff, June 19

Statement on National Guard troops
Many are confused about the recent news of the Louisiana
National Guard’s deployment to New Orleans. They are being
brought in to the city to provide assistance to the New
Orleans Police Department in desolated areas of the city
badly damaged by the hurricane. This will allow more police
officers to patrol the tourism and historic core of the city,
enhancing the already very good safety record these areas
enjoy....
New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, June 20

Getting the most out of your conference
experience
The buzzword in the city is “The librarians are coming!” Taxi
drivers are excited and ready for the first big convention
since Katrina. Here are some tips from Stephen Abram,
Karen Schneider, Walt Crawford, and Terry Young....
Stephen’s Lighthouse, May 30; Free-Range Librarian, June 19; Walt at Random,
June 15; YALSA Blog, June 19

Children’s Museum will reopen June 24
The Louisiana Children’s Museum, at 420 Julia Street in the
historic Warehouse District, will reopen to the public June 24
after completing extensive roof and water damage throughout
the building. A team of first responders and their families will
cut the ribbon to welcome the general public at 9:30 a.m....
New Orleans City Business, June 19

Harry Shearer’s New Orleans diary, part 1
After the human suffering and the loss of historic buildings
by the mile, what hurt the most in contemplating the disaster
to this city last year was the potential loss of the canopy—
the glorious green umbrella of trees that offers necessary
shade in these most intensely sunny summers. The human
suffering and building loss continue, but it’s summertime,
and the canopy has rebuilt itself to a surprising degree. This
greenest of cities is once again abloom....
Huffington Post, June 19

Katrina fattens up Crescent City cuisine
The whole New Orleans food scene rebounded with
astonishing speed and strength after the hurricane. It shot
up like a super ball. Restaurants and chefs showed an
inspiring commitment to their mission. Customers responded
with deep satisfaction and more dollars than anybody
projected....
New Orleans City Business, June 12

The Crux of the
LIS Education

Crisis

Building Stronger
Bridges over the

Continuing-
Education Gap

Information
Science: Not Just
for Boys Anymore

Find many items
from the ALA

Graphics catalog at
the ALA Store in
New Orleans this

weekend.

Classes and
Workshops:

American
Association of
Law Libraries
offers a series of
professional
development
workshops.

Amigos Library
Services offers a
series of training
classes to improve
the technical skills
of librarians.
Contact: Chris
Brown, 972-851-
8000, ext. 2829;
800-843-8482.

Association of
Research
Libraries offers a
series of institutes
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So many fathers
In his newly published memoir, A Song for
My Fathers: A New Orleans Story in Black
and White, musician Tom Sancton does take
the measure of his father, New Orleans
writer Thomas Sancton, as well the spiritual
fathers he found in the older black jazz men
of Preservation Hall who taught him how to
play the clarinet. The result is a loving
portrait of complex people living in a time of
change in New Orleans during the 1950s
and ’60s....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 18

Walk for higher education
The Katrina Higher Education Assistance Fund is sponsoring a
5K run/walk on Saturday, June 24, starting at 8:30 a.m. at
Audubon Park Shelter #10, to benefit nine educational
institutions—among them Dillard, Xavier, and Loyola
universities—to rebuild in the New Orleans area. The
registration fee is $25....
Katrina Higher Education Assistance Fund

City says it’s ready for hurricane evacuation
Joseph Matthews, director of the Office of Emergency
Preparedness, says the city has developed a sound
evacuation plan coordinated with the Federal Department of
Homeland Security, FEMA, and the State of Louisiana for the
2006 hurricane season....
Bayou Buzz, June 16

Greetings from New Orleans: Postcards as art
In the months before Hurricane Katrina devastated New
Orleans, amateur photographer Justin Lundgren set in motion
an art experiment he hoped would reveal something about
the morality of pedestrians—at least when it comes to lost
mail. The project also became an unintended time-capsule
portrait of a city that may never return....
National Public Radio, Day to Day, June 19

Severe drought puts pressure on region
In a ironic twist after most of New Orleans sat submerged in
water for weeks, the eight months since October 1 have been
the driest south Louisiana has seen in the 111 years that the
state has kept rainfall records, said state climatologist Barry
Keim....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 15

Scientists are breeding fish to control Gulf
Coast mosquitos
The abundance of standing water and hot summer
temperatures can create a mosquito-breeding haven. And
with as many as 6,000 abandoned pools in New Orleans
alone, mosquito experts say the tiny mosquito fish
(Gambusia affinis) is their biggest ally in protecting the Gulf
Coast from a nasty mosquito infestation....
Associated Press, June 16

and programs
aimed at improving
skills of library
management and
staff. Contact: Julia
Blixrud, 202-296-
2296.

Barahona Center
for the Study of
Books in Spanish
for Children and
Adolescents,
California State
University/San
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seminars and
workshops of
interest to
librarians. Contact:
Isabel Schon, 760-
750-4070.

Central Florida
Library
Cooperative offers
a series of ongoing
workshops of
interest to
librarians at
locations
throughout central
Florida. Contact:
CFLC, 407-644-
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The Foundation
Center offers a
regular series of
seminars and
workshops on
securing grants and
proposal writing.
Contact: 212-620-
4230.

Illinois State
Library has a
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and continuing
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a series of ongoing
workshops of
interest to
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Silent auction benefits Katrina Relief Fund
ALSC is holding a silent auction during ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans benefit the ALA Hurricane Katrina
Library Relief Fund. Two pieces of original artwork created
and donated by Lynne Rae Perkins, the 2006 Newbery Medal
winner, and Chris Raschka, the 2006 Caldecott Medal winner,
will be auctioned....

Orca and Scholastic to give away books to
new YALSA members
Orca Book Publishers and Scholastic will give away new teen
titles to anyone who joins the YALSA division between now
and September 15....

Investigating classroom response systems 
(PDF file)
An alternative to eliciting feedback verbally, classroom
response systems—also known as electronic, audience,
student, or interactive response systems—allow individuals to
instantaneously communicate their responses via remote
control-like transmitters (often referred to as clickers) or
computer stations....
LIRT News, June, p. 3

Carolyn Caywood named 2006
FTRF Roll of Honor Award
recipient
Carolyn Caywood, manager of the Virginia
Beach Public Library’s Bayside Area Library
and Special Services Library for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped, is the
recipient of the 2006 Freedom to Read
Foundation Roll of Honor Award. Caywood
is a past FTRF trustee and currently is the
Intellectual Freedom Round Table’s
representative to ALA Council. She also has served as chair
of the Virginia Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom
Committee....

Spectrum Scholarship winners announced
The ALA Office for Diversity has announced the ninth cohort
of Spectrum Scholarships. The Spectrum Scholarship
program’s major drive is to recruit applicants and award
scholarships to American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian,
Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, and Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students for graduate
programs in library and information studies....

W.Y. Boyd Literary Award
recipient named
Nick Arvin’s book Articles of War (Doubleday,
2005) is the winner of the W. Y. Boyd Literary
Award for Excellence in Military Fiction for

librarians. Contact:
Heather Thomas,
800-530-9019, ext.
133; 517-394-
2420.

National Council
of Teachers of
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conventions and
other professional
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3870; 877-369-
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workshops
concerning new
library
technologies.
Contact: Diana
Bitting, 800-233-
3401, ext. 1203.

SOLINET offers
numerous
workshops of
interest to
librarians at
locations through
the southeastern
U.S. Contact: Erica
Waller, 800-999-
8558, ext. 4896.

More Datebook
items...
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2005. The award honors the best fiction set in
a period when the United States was at war....

LAMA announces Best of Show
winners
The LAMA Public Relations and Marketing Section’s Best of
Show competition recognizes excellence in 11 categories,
including library reading club materials, annual reports,
newsletters and—new this year—library websites and home
pages....

Library phone answerers survive the internet
For years, a small band of researchers at the New York
Public Library has been tackling questions from young and
old, the clueless and the haughty, the vexed and the
unvexed, reducing life’s infinite jumble to an answer, more or
less. Today, despite the internet, the eight women and two
men of what is known as the telephone reference service are
still at it....
New York Times, June 19

Mission Bay buzz
For the San Francisco Public Library system, the new Mission
Bay branch will be the first completely new branch to open in
40 years. For residents and workers in Mission Bay, it will be
not only a place to borrow books but also a place to gather—
the kind of public center that established neighborhoods take
for granted....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 20

Biologist discovers a new way to date books
A Penn State biology professor with a passion for old prints
and maps says he has found a new way to date centuries-old
books by using a technique similar to what scientists use to
study mutations. Professor Blair Hedges says much of his
analysis on 16th and 17th century books and prints was
conducted by simply counting the number of discrepancies
such as “line breaks” on the same pages in the different
editions of a book....
Associated Press, June 20

Newberry Library finds a treasure in maps
One by one, Newberry Library curator Robert Karrow pulled
old maps from oversized file folders, each recovered from a
treasure trove that had been packed away and forgotten for
nearly a quarter-century. The maps show the range of 388
items the Newberry bought for $120,000, getting the cream
of an archive of 1,371 maps and atlases that the Chicago
History Museum had packed up for disposal in 1982, then left
in a storage room....
Chicago Tribune, June 19

park with a water
fountain is on its
way.... ‘It all started
with the library,’
Mayor Green said. ‘I
can’t tell you how
proud that makes
our community.”

—Author Luis Alberto Urrea
on the Kankakee Public
Library’s role in transforming
the city, “Kankakee Gets Its
Groove Back,” New York
Times, June 11.
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Mellon Foundation grant will assist Gulf Coast
academic libraries
On June 16, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation awarded
SOLINET an $896,000 grant to assist academic libraries in
recovering from damage sustained during Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita and improve region-wide preparedness for future
disasters. The grant will support several initiatives to aid
affected libraries over the next 18 months....
SOLINET, June 20

IMLS awards Native American grants
The Institute of Museum and Library Services awarded Native
American tribes across the country $1.3 million in grants to
improve library services June 19. In all, 224 grants will
strengthen library service for 232 Native American tribal
communities and Alaska Native villages....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, June 19

The Library Services Act turns 50
Kathleen de la Peña McCook notes that President Eisenhower
signed the Library Services Act on June 19, 1956, and offers
some background on the people who made the legislation
happen....
Librarian, Jan. 1

Carleton College library trading
cards
Librarians at the Laurence McKinley Gould
Library at Carleton College in Northfield,
Minnesota, have created sets of trading
cards since 2002/2003 to publicize their
services. You can visit their poster session,
“Penguins, Frisbees, and Trading Cards:
Catching the Student Eye,” Monday, June
26, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., in the Exhibit
Hall at Table V-15, at Annual Conference in
New Orleans....
Carleton College

OCLC, Lexis/Nexis among top 100 best places
to work in info technology
For the 13th year in a row, Computerworld conducted a
survey to identify the 100 Best Places to Work for IT
professionals. In January 2006, contacts at the nominated
companies received a 100-question survey asking questions
about their organizations’ benefits and opportunities....
Computerworld, June 20

Newspaper archive offers free library access
Heritage Microfilm is offering public libraries and K–12
schools free access to its online newspaper database archive.
Access NewspaperARCHIVE allows students and patrons to
search tens of millions of historical newspaper pages from
anywhere in their school or library....
NewspaperARCHIVE, June 19

WLA adopts resolution on regional EPA
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Library (PDF file)
At its June 9 meeting, the Washington Library Association
board called on state legislators to use their influence to
restore the EPA Region 10 Library’s budget to at least the FY
2006 level, adjusted for inflation....
Washington Library Association, June 9

Do I still use reference books?
Rick Roche began wondering how often he still used reference
books. “There seem to be days that I use none and days
that I use many. Not knowing exactly what portion of my
reference work involves books I decided to keep a log of
resources used.”...
Ricklibrarian, June 12

Cultural tourism: A growing segment of the
travel market
An increasing number of tourists are special-interest travelers
who rank the arts, heritage, or other cultural activities as one
of the top five reasons for traveling....
National Endowment for the Arts
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
What do YOU think?

Are you pleased that First Lady Laura Bush has been invited to speak at AASL’s town hall meeting on school libraries 
in New Orleans?
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225EWSF8JBF

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
June 14 poll:

Should the FBI be allowed access to the Jack Anderson papers to remove leaked classified documents?

YES................13%
NO..................87%

(142 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Gwinnett board names interim director; Pinder asks for apology
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/gwinnett.htm
Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Library trustees named an interim executive director in a closed session June 15 to 
replace Jo Ann Pinder, whom the board fired without explanation three days earlier. Pinder’s attorney, Judith O’Brien, 
sent a letter to trustees June 15 asking for a public apology and claiming the board violated Georgia open-meeting and 
library laws by “executing a game plan that obviously had been scripted ahead of time by four of its members and 
their behind-the-scenes legal adviser.”...

Miami-Dade bans A Visit to Cuba in all its schools
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/vamos.htm
The Miami–Dade County school board voted 6–3 June 14 to remove Alta Schreier’s Vamos a Cuba (A Visit to Cuba) 
from its libraries in response to a parent’s complaint that it portrays a deceptively idealistic view of life in Cuba...
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Griffiths nominated to National Science Board
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/griffithsnsb.htm
José-Marie Griffiths, dean of the School of Information and Library Science at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, has been chosen by President Bush to serve on the National Science Board, the 24-member policymaking 
group that oversees and guides the activities of the National Science Foundation....

Vandal sets fire to gay collection in Chicago branch
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/chicago.htm
Gay rights activists in Chicago say a June 13 arson fire at the John Merlo branch of the Chicago Public Library may 
have been a hate crime. About 100 books were destroyed after someone set a fire on the library’s second floor, where 
a 1,000+ collection of gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender books is located....

Boycott threatened over library gay pride program
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/southbridge.htm
A town councilor in Southbridge, Massachusetts, has called for a boycott of the Jacob Edwards Library if it proceeds 
with a fundraiser featuring a gay author and two displays marking June as national Gay Pride Month. James J. Marino 
Sr. made his comments at a recent forum of the town council, according to the June 15 Worcester Telegram and 
Gazette, which noted that he did not ask the body to take any action....

Insurance adjuster hints UNM fire was intentional
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/unmfire.htm
Although the state fire marshal is still conducting an investigation of the April 30 blaze that damaged the University of 
New Mexico’s Zimmerman Library, an adjuster for insurance broker Keenan and Associates told university officials 
the fire apparently was set intentionally....

Medway Library to stay open part-time; certification loss seen
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/medwayopen.htm
At a June 12 town meeting, residents of Medway, Massachusetts, approved a plan to keep the library open 20 hours a 
week. After voters failed to override the state’s Proposition 2 1/2 tax-limitation law, the town’s Finance Committee 
had recommended in May that the library be closed July 1....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************

Cokie Roberts to keynote closing session
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Robertskeynoteclosingses.htm
Journalist and author Cokie Roberts will keynote the closing session at the ALA Annual Conference, June 27, 8–9 a.m. 
Roberts currently is the chief congressional analyst for ABC News and is a news analyst for National Public Radio. 
She is also the author of We Are Our Mothers’ Daughters, which tells stories of the fascinating women of the 
American Revolution....

Laura Bush invited to AASL town hall meeting
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/specialevents.htm#townhall
First Lady Laura Bush has been invited as keynote speaker to School Libraries Work: Rebuilding for Learning, a 
national town hall meeting sponsored by AASL and Scholastic to be held on Monday, June 26, from 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. at the New Orleans Convention Center. Lester Holt, NBC News Weekend Today anchor, will moderate. Doors 
will open at noon; no one will be able to enter after 12:30 p.m....

Rebuilding cultural communities in New Orleans
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/RebuildCulturalCommuniti.htm
ALA’s Public Programs Office and the H. W. Wilson Foundation have partnered to provide support to the New 
Orleans Public Library. As a major corporate donor to ALA’s Cultural Communities Fund, H. W. Wilson decided to 
offer support for the New Orleans community with $100,000 to its Main Library, while working with ALA to promote 



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/june/062106_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 11:56:01 AM]

cultural programming through a programming grant....

American Libraries columnist blogs at Hectic Pace
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/ALcolumnisttoblog.htm
Andrew K. Pace, who writes the popular “Technically Speaking” column in each issue of American Libraries 
magazine, is launching the Hectic Pace technology blog in conjunction with the Annual Conference in New Orleans. 
Head of information technology at North Carolina State University Libraries, Pace has been AL’s go-to guru for 
cutting-edge technology news and views since 2004....

Jenny Levine joins ALA as internet development specialist
ALA Publishing and ALA’s Information Technology and Telecommunications Unit have hired Jenny Levine as 
internet development specialist and strategy guide, effective August 1. Levine comes to ALA with extensive 
experience in emerging technologies, service development, and integration of services into library environments. Her 
achievements with other organizations include creating and teaching continuing education events. She also maintains 
her own blog and has done several speaking engagements with the Special Libraries Association and the ALA 
divisions.

Freedom to Read Foundation announces election results
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/FRFBoardTrusteeswinners.htm
Five trustees were elected to two-year terms in the April election to the FTRF Board of Trustees: Francis J. Buckley, 
Chris Finan, Deborah L. Jacobs, Burton Joseph, and Candace Morgan. Of these trustees, Morgan, Finan, Buckley, and 
Jacobs were reelected; Joseph previously served as a trustee....

Register on-site for 2006 Advocacy Institute
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/OnsiteInstituteregistra.htm
On-site registration will be available for the Advocacy Institute, held in conjunction with the ALA 2006 Annual 
Conference in New Orleans....

Guide to Best Reading goes digital
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/GuideBestReadingdigital.htm
The ALA Guide to Best Reading in 2006, a coproduction of ALSC, Booklist, RUSA, and YALSA, is available for the 
first time as a digital download from the ALA Store. The guide is filled with annotated recommended and notable 
booklists such as “Notable Children’s Books,” “Notable Books,” “Editor’s Choice,” and “Best Books for Young 
Adults.”...

Springer to sponsor conference registration bags
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Springerconferencebags.htm
Full conference registrants at ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans will receive registration bags, thanks to a 
generous donation by Springer. The blue-and-black canvas tote-style bags will be handed out beginning on Thursday, 
June 22, when registration opens....

New grants for Let’s Talk about It: Jewish Literature series available
http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/currentprograms/letstalkaboutit/letstalkaboutit.htm
ALA’s Public Programs Office and Nextbook, a gateway to Jewish literature, culture, and ideas, have announced two 
new rounds of grants for Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature—Identity and Imagination, a theme-based reading and 
discussion series. The application deadline for the first round of grants is December 1....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Media
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1671518
Ackroyd, Peter. Shakespeare: The Biography. Read by Simon Vance. 19 hrs. Books on Tape CD (1-4159-2480-5), 
2005. Ackroyd’s biography offers unique insight into the life, times, and circumstances that surrounded and molded the 
Bard’s literary works. The author casts a unique and historical perspective on Shakespeare and includes information 
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about his family and the world in which he lived....

Booklist events in New Orleans
http://www.booklistonline.com/blog/details.aspx?Entry=59
I want to take a moment to mention what my colleagues are up to. Several of them will be putting their expertise on 
display with programs in New Orleans. If you happen to be headed there yourself, I’m sure you’ll find these well 
worth the while....
Likely Stories, Keir Graff, June 19
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************

Statement on National Guard troops
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/StatementonNewOrleans.htm
Many are confused about the recent news of the Louisiana National Guard’s deployment to New Orleans. They are 
being brought in to the city to provide assistance to the New Orleans Police Department in desolated areas of the city 
badly damaged by the hurricane. This will allow more police officers to patrol the tourism and historic core of the city, 
enhancing the already very good safety record these areas enjoy....
New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, June 20

Getting the most out of your conference experience
The buzzword in the city is “The librarians are coming!” Taxi drivers are excited and ready for the first big convention 
since Katrina. Here are some tips from Stephen Abram, Karen Schneider, Walt Crawford, and Terry Young....
Stephen’s Lighthouse, May 30; Free-Range Librarian, June 19; Walt at Random, June 15; YALSA Blog, June 19

Children’s Museum will reopen June 24
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/uptotheminute.cfm?recid=4802
The Louisiana Children’s Museum, at 420 Julia Street in the historic Warehouse District, will reopen to the public June 
24 after completing extensive roof and water damage throughout the building. A team of first responders and their 
families will cut the ribbon to welcome the general public at 9:30 a.m....
New Orleans City Business, June 19

Harry Shearer’s New Orleans diary, part 1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harry-shearer/a-new-orleans-diary-part_b_23301.html
After the human suffering and the loss of historic buildings by the mile, what hurt the most in contemplating the 
disaster to this city last year was the potential loss of the canopy—the glorious green umbrella of trees that offers 
necessary shade in these most intensely sunny summers. The human suffering and building loss continue, but it’s 
summertime, and the canopy has rebuilt itself to a surprising degree. This greenest of cities is once again abloom....
Huffington Post, June 19

Katrina fattens up Crescent City cuisine
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15775
The whole New Orleans food scene rebounded with astonishing speed and strength after the hurricane. It shot up like a 
super ball. Restaurants and chefs showed an inspiring commitment to their mission. Customers responded with deep 
satisfaction and more dollars than anybody projected....
New Orleans City Business, June 12

So many fathers
http://www.nola.com/entertainment/t-p/index.ssf?/base/living-6/1150610593127560.xml&coll=1
In his newly published memoir, A Song for My Fathers: A New Orleans Story in Black and White, musician Tom 
Sancton does take the measure of his father, New Orleans writer Thomas Sancton, as well the spiritual fathers he 
found in the older black jazz men of Preservation Hall who taught him how to play the clarinet. The result is a loving 
portrait of complex people living in a time of change in New Orleans during the 1950s and ’60s....
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New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 18

Walk for higher education
http://www.akatrinawalk.com/akatrinawalk.html
The Katrina Higher Education Assistance Fund is sponsoring a 5K run/walk on Saturday, June 24, starting at 8:30 a.m. 
at Audubon Park Shelter #10, to benefit nine educational institutions—among them Dillard, Xavier, and Loyola 
universities—to rebuild in the New Orleans area. The registration fee is $25....
Katrina Higher Education Assistance Fund

City says it’s ready for hurricane evacuation
http://www.bayoubuzz.com/articles.aspx?aid=7383
Joseph Matthews, director of the Office of Emergency Preparedness, says the city has developed a sound evacuation 
plan coordinated with the Federal Department of Homeland Security, FEMA, and the State of Louisiana for the 2006 
hurricane season....
Bayou Buzz, June 16

Greetings from New Orleans: Postcards as art
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5492048
In the months before Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans, amateur photographer Justin Lundgren set in motion 
an art experiment he hoped would reveal something about the morality of pedestrians—at least when it comes to lost 
mail. The project also became an unintended time-capsule portrait of a city that may never return....
National Public Radio, Day to Day, June 19

Severe drought puts pressure on region
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1150356264188590.xml
In a ironic twist after most of New Orleans sat submerged in water for weeks, the eight months since October 1 have 
been the driest south Louisiana has seen in the 111 years that the state has kept rainfall records, said state climatologist 
Barry Keim....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 15

Scientists are breeding fish to control Gulf Coast mosquitos
http://edition.cnn.com/2006/TECH/science/06/16/mosquito.fish.ap/
The abundance of standing water and hot summer temperatures can create a mosquito-breeding haven. And with as 
many as 6,000 abandoned pools in New Orleans alone, mosquito experts say the tiny mosquito fish (Gambusia affinis) 
is their biggest ally in protecting the Gulf Coast from a nasty mosquito infestation....
Associated Press, June 16

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************

Silent auction benefits Katrina Relief Fund
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Silentauctionbenefit.htm
ALSC is holding a silent auction during ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans benefit the ALA Hurricane Katrina 
Library Relief Fund. Two pieces of original artwork created and donated by Lynne Rae Perkins, the 2006 Newbery 
Medal winner, and Chris Raschka, the 2006 Caldecott Medal winner, will be auctioned....

Orca and Scholastic to give away books to new YALSA members
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/OrcatogivebookstoYALSA.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Scholasticgiveawaybooks.htm
Orca Book Publishers and Scholastic will give away new teen titles to anyone who joins the YALSA division between 
now and September 15....

ROUND TABLE NEWS 
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*******************************

Investigating classroom response systems
(PDF file)
http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/lirtnews/2006/jun06.pdf
An alternative to eliciting feedback verbally, classroom response systems—also known as electronic, audience, student, 
or interactive response systems—allow individuals to instantaneously communicate their responses via remote control-
like transmitters (often referred to as clickers) or computer stations....
LIRT News, June, p. 3

AWARDS 
*******************************

Carolyn Caywood named 2006 FTRF Roll of Honor Award recipient
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/CaywoodROHaward.htm
Carolyn Caywood, manager of the Virginia Beach Public Library’s Bayside Area Library and Special Services Library 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, is the recipient of the 2006 Freedom to Read Foundation Roll of Honor 
Award. Caywood is a past FTRF trustee and currently is the Intellectual Freedom Round Table’s representative to 
ALA Council. She also has served as chair of the Virginia Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom Committee....

Spectrum Scholarship winners announced
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Spectrumscholarshipwinne.htm
The ALA Office for Diversity has announced the ninth cohort of Spectrum Scholarships. The Spectrum Scholarship 
program’s major drive is to recruit applicants and award scholarships to American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian, 
Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, and Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students for graduate programs 
in library and information studies....

W.Y. Boyd Literary Award recipient named
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/Boydawardwinnernamed.htm
Nick Arvin’s book Articles of War (Doubleday, 2005) is the winner of the W. Y. Boyd Literary Award for Excellence 
in Military Fiction for 2005. The award honors the best fiction set in a period when the United States was at war....

LAMA announces Best of Show winners
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/LAMABestofShowwinners.htm
The LAMA Public Relations and Marketing Section’s Best of Show competition recognizes excellence in 11 
categories, including library reading club materials, annual reports, newsletters and—new this year—library websites 
and home pages....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************

Library phone answerers survive the internet
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/19/nyregion/19answer.html
For years, a small band of researchers at the New York Public Library has been tackling questions from young and 
old, the clueless and the haughty, the vexed and the unvexed, reducing life’s infinite jumble to an answer, more or less. 
Today, despite the internet, the eight women and two men of what is known as the telephone reference service are still 
at it....
New York Times, June 19

Mission Bay buzz
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2006/06/20/BAGACJH1381.DTL
For the San Francisco Public Library system, the new Mission Bay branch will be the first completely new branch to 
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open in 40 years. For residents and workers in Mission Bay, it will be not only a place to borrow books but also a 
place to gather—the kind of public center that established neighborhoods take for granted....
San Francisco Chronicle, June 20

Biologist discovers a new way to date books
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory?id=2100447
A Penn State biology professor with a passion for old prints and maps says he has found a new way to date centuries-
old books by using a technique similar to what scientists use to study mutations. Professor Blair Hedges says much of 
his analysis on 16th and 17th century books and prints was conducted by simply counting the number of discrepancies 
such as “line breaks” on the same pages in the different editions of a book....
Associated Press, June 20

Newberry Library finds a treasure in maps
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-0606190128jun19,1,2389138.story?coll=chi-newslocalchicago-
hed
One by one, Newberry Library curator Robert Karrow pulled old maps from oversized file folders, each recovered 
from a treasure trove that had been packed away and forgotten for nearly a quarter-century. The maps show the range 
of 388 items the Newberry bought for $120,000, getting the cream of an archive of 1,371 maps and atlases that the 
Chicago History Museum had packed up for disposal in 1982, then left in a storage room....
Chicago Tribune, June 19

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************

Mellon Foundation grant will assist Gulf Coast academic libraries
http://www.solinet.net/preservation/preservation_templ.cfm?doc_id=4197
On June 16, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation awarded SOLINET an $896,000 grant to assist academic libraries in 
recovering from damage sustained during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and improve region-wide preparedness for 
future disasters. The grant will support several initiatives to aid affected libraries over the next 18 months....
SOLINET, June 20

IMLS awards Native American grants
http://www.imls.gov/news/2006/061906.shtm
The Institute of Museum and Library Services awarded Native American tribes across the country $1.3 million in 
grants to improve library services June 19. In all, 224 grants will strengthen library service for 232 Native American 
tribal communities and Alaska Native villages....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, June 19

The Library Services Act turns 50
http://librarian.lishost.org/?p=289
Kathleen de la Peña McCook notes that President Eisenhower signed the Library Services Act on June 19, 1956, and 
offers some background on the people who made the legislation happen....
Librarian, Jan. 1

Carleton College library trading cards
http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/library/help/help/liaisons/cards/
Librarians at the Laurence McKinley Gould Library at Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota, have created sets of 
trading cards since 2002/2003 to publicize their services. You can visit their poster session, “Penguins, Frisbees, and 
Trading Cards: Catching the Student Eye,” Monday, June 26, 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., in the Exhibit Hall at Table V-
15, at Annual Conference in New Orleans....
Carleton College

OCLC, Lexis/Nexis among top 100 best places to work in info technology



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/june/062106_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 11:56:01 AM]

http://www.computerworld.com/html/research/bestplaces/2006/bpchart_01_main.html
For the 13th year in a row, Computerworld conducted a survey to identify the 100 Best Places to Work for IT 
professionals. In January 2006, contacts at the nominated companies received a 100-question survey asking questions 
about their organizations’ benefits and opportunities....
Computerworld, June 20

Newspaper archive offers free library access
http://access.newspaperarchive.com/
Heritage Microfilm is offering public libraries and K–12 schools free access to its online newspaper database archive. 
Access NewspaperARCHIVE allows students and patrons to search tens of millions of historical newspaper pages 
from anywhere in their school or library....
NewspaperARCHIVE, June 19

WLA adopts resolution on regional EPA Library (PDF file)
http://www.wla.org/about/resolutions/epa.pdf
At its June 9 meeting, the Washington Library Association board called on state legislators to use their influence to 
restore the EPA Region 10 Library’s budget to at least the FY 2006 level, adjusted for inflation....
Washington Library Association, June 9

Do I still use reference books?
http://ricklibrarian.blogspot.com/2006/06/do-i-still-use-reference-books.html
Rick Roche began wondering how often he still used reference books. “There seem to be days that I use none and 
days that I use many. Not knowing exactly what portion of my reference work involves books I decided to keep a log 
of resources used.”...
Ricklibrarian, June 12

Cultural tourism: A growing segment of the travel market
http://arts.endow.gov/about/Facts/Cultourism.html
An increasing number of tourists are special-interest travelers who rank the arts, heritage, or other cultural activities as 
one of the top five reasons for traveling....
National Endowment for the Arts
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The John Doe librarians, (from left) Barbara Bailey, Janet Nocek, Peter
Chase, and George Christian of the Library Connection, receive the

Robert Downs Award from Michael Gorman (center).

John Does allowed to speak, receive belated
Robert Downs Award (PDF file) 
Nearly one year after receiving a National Security Letter
from the FBI demanding computer records for one of their
member libraries, four librarians on the executive board of
the Library Connection—a nonprofit consortium of one
academic and 26 public libraries in central Connecticut—are
able to discuss freely some aspects of the only known time
the USA Patriot Act has been invoked in a library setting. The
Justice Department officially abandoned efforts to obtain the
records June 22, after concluding independently that the
implied threat the FBI was investigating had no merit, the
June 27 New York Times reported....

Gulf Coast libraries get $17.7 million for
rebuilding
In a June 22 announcement, three groups announced the
donation of $17.7 million to aid in the rebuilding of Gulf
Coast libraries damaged in 2005 by Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, and to establish services where none still exist....

Miami-Dade sued for banning A Visit to Cuba
On June 21, the Greater Miami Chapter of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Florida filed suit against the board of the
Miami-Dade County Public Schools for ordering the removal
June 14 from all district media centers of the children’s
picture book Vamos a Cuba and its English-language
counterpart A Visit to Cuba....
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Judging by
nationwide media
coverage, did the
American Library

Association
conference in New
Orleans, June 22-

28, make a
difference?

Click here 
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that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.
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New Jersey director blasted for requiring
subpoenas
Michele Reutty, director of Hasbrouck Heights Public Library
and president-elect of the New Jersey Library Association,
will face a closed hearing in July with the library’s board of
trustees over her requiring police to obtain subpoenas before
giving them patron records during a May investigation....

Indiana board restores homeless patrons’
privileges
The board of the Porter County (Ind.) Public Library voted
unanimously June 21 to rescind a month-old policy that had
limited borrowing privileges for residents of any of the area’s
shelters for people who are homeless. The discarded policy
had restricted adults at the shelters to receiving library cards
that had to be renewed every three months and limited their
borrowing privileges to three items at a time....

Hampden Library gets funds to reopen
A year after closing its doors due to the failure of a property-
tax override, Hampden (Mass.) Free Public Library will reopen
for 25 hours per week as of July 1....

Police say Chicago arson was not a hate crime
A 21-year-old homeless woman admitted starting a June 13
fire at Chicago Public Library’s John Merlo branch because
she objected to the library’s treatment of homeless people....

Map dealer now admits library theft
Some 10 months after pleading not guilty to stealing more
than 100 rare maps worth about $3 million, E. Forbes Smiley
III pleaded guilty June 22 in federal court to one count of
theft and later that day in a Connecticut court to three
counts of larceny. All counts relate to thefts from Yale
University....

New Orleans Conference
sends message of hope and
renewal
“You are pioneers, and you are sending
a signal to the world that says New
Orleans is okay,” Mayor C. Ray Nagin
told librarians at the opening session of the American Library
Association’s June 22–28 Annual Conference in the Big Easy,
the largest convention in the city since Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita devastated the region in August and September

Results of the
June 21 poll:

Are you pleased that
First Lady Laura Bush

has been invited to
speak at AASL’s town
hall meeting on school

libraries in New
Orleans?

Yes..................48%
No...................42%
Indifferent....10%

(331 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected responses
to all AL Direct polls,

visit the AL Online
website.

Urgent action needed in
contacting Senators

about the
Communications

Reform bill, S. 2686.
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2005....

Leslie Burger inaugurated 2006
ALA president
On June 28, Leslie Burger, director of the
Princeton (N.J.) Public Library, began her term
as 2006–2007 president of ALA, the chief
elected officer for the oldest and largest
library organization in the world. “I know that
by working together we can make every
library in the country better than it is today,”
Burger said....

ALA, Highsmith, Bretford unveil renovated
New Orleans Public Library branch
On the penultimate day of the ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans, volunteers and library service companies Highsmith,
Inc., and Bretford unveiled the renovated interior of a historic
Carnegie library branch of the New Orleans Public Library.
The Children’s Resource Center branch is one of 13 NOPL
buildings, each of which was damaged during Hurricane
Katrina....

 

 

Featured review: 
Reference
Borchert, Donald M. Encyclopedia of
Philosophy. Gale, 2005. (0-02-
865780-2). The first edition of
Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
published in eight large volumes in
1967, was the standard philosophy
reference for more than a
generation. Though it has aged gracefully, the
passing years nevertheless called for updated
bibliographies, revisions, and new articles,
culminating in the 1996 one-volume Supplement.
Now, in the face of significant competition since the
late 1990s, comes the second edition....

What makes a reference work a
classic?
I have a problem with the reference sets that are
often called classics, and it comes from my career
as a public librarian. The vast majority of my
patrons have been grade-school and high-school
students and adult patrons who just need a simple
answer to a question. Many reference classics are
too big, too expensive, and often too scholarly....
Merle Jacob, guest editorial, June 27

How will we know the reference
classics of the Web?
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Our classics of the print world exemplify to the
highest degree demonstrated authority, well-defined
and reasoned scope, effective organization, good
indexing, usefulness, and a complementary,
contributory relation to other reference works. But
how well do these tried-and-true characteristics
serve as criteria for judging classics of the future?
Or has this question already passed into the past
tense? After all, cool isn’t in that legacy list....
James Rettig, guest editorial, June 27

Conventions return to New Orleans (Windows Media
Player required)
CNN’s report on New Orleans’ “Magical Week” hosting its first
major conference since Hurricane Katrina.... 
CNN, June 26

And the librarians shall lead them
I don’t think I’m quite ready to climb to the top of the
Superdome and scream, “We’re BACK, baby!” But as
harbingers of recovery go, the American Library Association
convention this weekend was a serious step in the right
direction....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 27

First Lady praises efforts to rebuild schools,
libraries
Schools are essential to rebuilding the Gulf Coast after last
year’s hurricanes, and libraries are an essential part of
schools, first lady Laura Bush told about 1,000 librarians,
students, and others June 26. “Until there are schools for
their children, families won’t return home,” she told the
audience at a town hall meeting put on as part of the
American Library Association’s meeting....
Associated Press, June 26

Offline in New Orleans (and
it’s a good thing!)
These days many librarians, especially
library technologists, may find
themselves struggling with staying
offlline (and with free wifi at conference,
it’s likely even more difficult). Taking a
time out from your aggregator, not to mention e-mail, can
easily mean a following day’s worth of blog reading and e-
mail catch-up. But, sometimes, going offline, taking a break
from the technology, to take care of yourself or to contribute
to a good cause, may be the recharge you need....
Techsource, June 26

At library, one door opens and another closes
Bill Johnson, the director of New Orleans’ storm-battered

Adolescents,
California State
University, San
Marcos. Conducted
in Spanish,
although Spanish-
speaking ability not
required. 760-750-
4070. Contact:
Isabel Schon.

July 30–Aug.
5: Children’s
Literature New
England’s 20th
Institute, Saint
Michael’s College,
Colchester,
Vermont. “The
Heroic Ideal
Revisited.” 802-
765-4935. Contact:
Martha M. Walke.

Oct. 22–27:
Pacific Northwest
Library
Association
Leadership
Institute,
Tamarack Resort,
Idaho.

Nov. 3: Brick
and Click Libraries
Symposium,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville. 660-562-
1393. Contact:
Carolyn Johnson.

More Datebook
items...

 

“Welcome to the
21st century
librarian: book-
smart, reality-stupid,
Bush-deranged
bigots. Let’s hope
the First Lady’s
security detail comes
prepared. You never
know what these
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library system, has announced his resignation because his
wife has not been able to find work in New Orleans. “I must
make a difficult choice between my personal life and its
relationships and a very challenging job,” Johnson said June
25. He spoke minutes before the start of the ceremony
celebrating the renovation of the Alvar Street library, the first
of the city library system’s storm-damaged branches to
reopen its doors....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 26

Binding wounds
Accompanied by images of soggy books and moldy walls, an
October assessment report on a library branch in eastern
New Orleans was to the point: “Fish in parking lot.
Overturned bookdrops. Major flooding. Shelves collapsed,
books floated in water,” it said. “Closed indefinitely.” But the
New Orleans Public Library isn’t staying under. In fact, the
system seems to be breaking some intangible line between
doom and revival, gulping in significant doses of outside
help....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 24

Gulf Coast school libraries receive nearly
$250,000 for rebuilding
Thirty-two schools in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas
serving more than 22,000 students received grants totaling
$230,000 from Beyond Words: the Dollar General School
Library Relief Fund administered by AASL....

AASL honors Gary Hartzell with a
Crystal Apple award
AASL President J. Linda Williams has chosen
Gary Hartzell, professor emeritus of
educational administration at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, as a recipient of AASL’s
Crystal Apple. The Crystal Apple is given at
the discretion of the AASL president to an
individual or group who has had significant impact on school
libraries and students....

SirsiDynix honors five librarians for building
better communities (PDF file) 
SirsiDynix announced June 24 the recipients of its Building
Better Communities Awards, which recognize libraries for
creative and enterprising uses of technology to improve their
user communities....

Broadcast flag makes it through committee
If the broad rewrite of U.S. telecommunications laws (the
Communications, Consumer’s Choice, and Broadband
Deployment Act of 2006) makes it to the Senate floor, it will

tolerant people will
throw.”

—Syndicated columnist
Michelle Malkin in “Laura vs.
Unhinged Librarians,” June
21 .
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include the broadcast flag. The Commerce Committee will
continue running down the bill, amendment by amendment,
with network neutrality next on the list....
Ars Technica, June 28

Banned books must remain in
school district for now, judge
says
Copies of Vamos a Cuba and 23 other
titles in the same series remain in
school libraries, according to Miami-
Dade County Public School Board
attorney Luis Garcia. U.S. District Judge
Alan Gold told the district today to keep
possession of the books, saying he wanted to “hold the
status quo” until a July 21 hearing, but he did not specify
whether the books need to remain on shelves and accessible
to students....
Miami Herald, June 27

Milwaukee Public Schools told to beef up
school library oversight
State officials have given Milwaukee Public Schools 14
months to ensure that every school library is overseen by a
licensed librarian—something that has not been happening at
about three dozen MPS schools....
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 26

Library to bring back Spanish fiction
After a public outcry, the budget for Spanish fiction will be
restored to the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Library,
members of the Board of Trustees said June 26. The board’s
decision to cut $3,000 for Spanish translations of popular
books at a meeting earlier this month received attention in
newspapers across the country....
Gwinnett Daily Post, June 27

New York City budget’s a wrap, with $52.6-
billion tab
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and City Council Speaker Christine
Quinn sealed the $52.6-billion 2007 budget with a kiss and a
hug, signaling the transparency and collaborative relationship
both have promised to bring to the annual high-stakes fiscal
wrangling. The agreed-upon final number is $233 million
higher than that released by Bloomberg in May. The higher
budget number reflects Bloomberg’s agreement to restore
cuts to cultural institutions, libraries, and social services....
Staten Island Advance, June 28

Mayor plans to take pay cut
As a group Monday announced its intent to explore recalling
Mayor Charles Damaske, the mayor said he plans to take
only half of his 2007 salary to provide funds for Sunday
hours at the Muskego (Wis.) Public Library....
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 26

Lost in a sea of science data (subscription required)
Librarians will have to step forward to define, categorize, and
archive the voluminous and detailed streams of data
generated in experiments. Already, librarians on some
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campuses—among them Purdue, the Johns Hopkins
University, and the University of California at San Diego—are
beginning to take on that role....
Chronicle of Higher Education, June 23

OCLC joins LOCKSS alliance 
OCLC has joined more than 90 libraries from around the
world that participate in the LOCKSS (Lots of Copies Keep
Stuff Safe) alliance, a library membership consortium and
active user community that provides open-source archiving
software as a means to build digital collections....
OCLC, June 22

National Archives building in
Washington, D.C. is closed
through July 3 (Real Player required)
U.S. Archivist Allen Weinstein confirms
that no original documents were
damaged in the June 25 flooding of
Archives I....
NARA, June 26

Extremist social movement groups and their
online digital libraries (PDF file)
The websites of terrorist/extremist groups have increased in
number, technical sophistication, and multimedia content.
How then does one identify, organize, analyze, and provide
access to extremist social movement groups’ web-based
cultural artifacts (e.g., videos, websites, discussion forum
messages, weblogs)?...
Information Outlook, June

Over 60% of primary, middle school libraries
don’t hold enough books
Fewer than 40% of public primary and middle schools met
Japanese government standards for the number of books in
their libraries as of the end of fiscal 2004, according to
Education, Science, and Technology Ministry officials....
Tokyo Daily Yomiuri, June 20

A few good books
For more than 25 years, John Forbes has served as curator of
the William A. Quayle Rare Bible Collection at Baker
University in Baldwin City, tending one of the most extensive
bible repositories in the United States. “It’s like anything with
history—it’s important and interesting to know where we’ve
been,” Forbes says....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, June 24

Library loses large donor
The debate surrounding The Joy of Sex and
The Joy of Gay Sex in Nampa (Idaho) Public
Library threatens to complicate the city’s
effort to raise money for a new building. The
books are still available in the library but have
been moved to higher shelves so children
cannot easily see them....
Nampa Idaho Press-Tribune, June 27

Love it or lose it
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Public libraries in the U.K. are on the verge of extinction,
warn campaigners. How can they be protected for the
future?...
BBC News, June 22

Morehouse College to house
Martin Luther King Jr. archives
The City of Atlanta has announced that a deal
has been struck to bring the coveted Martin
Luther King Jr. Collection back to Atlanta. The
papers were scheduled to be auctioned at
Sotheby’s on June 30. Morehouse has
engaged William Potter, University of Georgia
librarian, and Loretta Parham, director of the Robert W.
Woodruff Library, to assist in processing the collection and
arranging for its temporary housing until a permanent
location is identified in Atlanta where the papers will be
available for public access....
Morehouse College, June 23

Fayetteville School Board approves parental-
review policy
Fayetteville (Ark.) School Board members approved a new
school library policy at their regular meeting June 22. The
review was ordered following a strenuous debate over the
content of certain books in school libraries.... 
Northwest Arkansas Times, June 23

$116.6 million to protect
Australian families online
The government will create a National
Filter Scheme to provide every
Australian family with a free internet
filter as part of a $116.6-million
comprehensive package of measures to
crack down on the scourge of internet
pornography. The National Filter
Scheme is the centerpiece of the Australian government’s
Protecting Families Online package, which will also include
measures to provide Australian libraries with free filters so
computer corners at libraries across Australia will become
child-friendly zones....
Australian Department of Communications, Information Technology, and the
Arts, June 21

Human trails in cyberspace: Social scientists
create maps of online interactions (subscription
required)
Researchers have long sought to map social groupings and
interactions in the physical world. Now, with so much activity
on computer networks, scientists can collect vast amounts of
hard data on human behavior....
Chronicle of Higher Education, June 30

Essential steps to strengthen America’s
cyberterrorism preparedness (PDF file)
Despite a series of efforts in recent years to address this
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issue, significant gaps exist in the response plans of the U.S.
government and the private sector for reconstituting the
internet in the event of an unprecedented massive internet
disruption, the Business Roundtable states in a white
paper....
Business Roundtable, June

Selling RSS to medical librarians
David Rothman guest-blogs what happened when he asked
his local hospital’s head of surgery if he would like “one list
of items from news or medical publishing on exactly the
information you want. Imagine you could flip through this list
and check off items as ‘not interested,’ ‘maybe later,’ or ‘the
library must get me the full text of this article.’”...
Tame the Web, June 24

Alouette Canada open-digitization initiative
launched
Canada’s strongest ties to its own history are through the
documents that have recorded it. It’s time for Canada’s
history to be accessed and preserved in a systematic,
enduring way—one that is accessible for Canadians—and
other citizens of the world....
Alouette Canada, June 21

Royal Society tries open access
Britain’s Royal Society dipped a cautious toe into the waters
of open access publishing this week, allowing authors whose
papers are accepted by any of its seven journals to pay a fee
and have their work made freely available on the Web....
The Scientist, June 22
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AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.

Click here to view the online version of our email:
<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>

POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
What do YOU think?

Judging by nationwide media coverage, did the American Library Association conference in New Orleans, June 22-28, 
make a difference? 
http://www.zoomerang.com/recipient/survey.zgi?p=WEB225FKSDMCKT

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
June 21 poll:

Are you pleased that First Lady Laura Bush has been invited to speak at AASL’s town hall meeting on school libraries 
in New Orleans?

YES................48%
NO.................42%
Indifferent........10%

(331 responses) 

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************

John Does allowed to speak, receive belated Robert Downs Award 
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/doesspeak.htm
PDF file: http://www.aclu.org/safefree/nationalsecurityletters/25995lgl20060626.html
Nearly one year after receiving a National Security Letter from the FBI demanding computer records for one of their 
member libraries, four librarians on the executive board of the Library Connection—a nonprofit consortium of one 
academic and 26 public libraries in central Connecticut—are able to discuss freely some aspects of the only known 
time the USA Patriot Act has been invoked in a library setting. The Justice Department officially abandoned efforts to 
obtain the records June 22, after concluding independently that the implied threat the FBI was investigating had no 
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merit, the June 27 New York Times reported....

Gulf Coast libraries get $17.7 million for rebuilding
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/gulfcoast.htm
In a June 22 announcement, three groups announced the donation of $17.7 million to aid in the rebuilding of Gulf 
Coast libraries damaged in 2005 by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and to establish services where none still exist....

Miami-Dade sued for banning A Visit to Cuba
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/miamidadesued.htm
On June 21, the Greater Miami Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union of Florida filed suit against the board of 
the Miami-Dade County Public Schools for ordering the removal June 14 from all district media centers of the 
children’s picture book Vamos a Cuba and its English-language counterpart A Visit to Cuba....

New Jersey director blasted for requiring subpoenas
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/reutty.htm
Michele Reutty, director of Hasbrouck Heights Public Library and president-elect of the New Jersey Library 
Association, will face a closed hearing in July with the library’s board of trustees over her requiring police to obtain 
subpoenas before giving them patron records during a May investigation.... 

Indiana board restores homeless patrons’ privileges
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/portercounty.htm
The board of the Porter County (Ind.) Public Library voted unanimously June 21 to rescind a month-old policy that 
had limited borrowing privileges for residents of any of the area’s shelters for people who are homeless. The discarded 
policy had restricted adults at the shelters to receiving library cards that had to be renewed every three months and 
limited their borrowing privileges to three items at a time.... 

Hampden Library gets funds to reopen
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/hampdenreopening.htm
A year after closing its doors due to the failure of a property-tax override, Hampden (Mass.) Free Public Library will 
reopen for 25 hours per week as of July 1....

Police say Chicago arson was not a hate crime
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/merlo.htm
A 21-year-old homeless woman admitted starting a June 13 fire at Chicago Public Library’s John Merlo branch 
because she objected to the library’s treatment of homeless people....

Map dealer now admits library theft
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/smiley.htm
Some 10 months after pleading not guilty to stealing more than 100 rare maps worth about $3 million, E. Forbes 
Smiley III pleaded guilty June 22 in federal court to one count of theft and later that day in a Connecticut court to 
three counts of larceny. All counts relate to thefts from Yale University....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************

New Orleans Conference sends message of hope and renewal
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/june2006ab/noconference.htm
“You are pioneers, and you are sending a signal to the world that says New Orleans is okay,” Mayor C. Ray Nagin 
told librarians at the opening session of the American Library Association’s June 22–28 Annual Conference in the Big 
Easy, the largest convention in the city since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated the region in August and 
September 2005.... 

Leslie Burger inaugurated 2006 ALA president
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http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/burger.htm
On June 28, Leslie Burger, director of the Princeton (N.J.) Public Library, began her term as 2006–2007 president of 
ALA, the chief elected officer for the oldest and largest library organization in the world. “I know that by working 
together we can make every library in the country better than it is today,” Burger said....

ALA, Highsmith, Bretford unveil renovated New Orleans Public Library branch
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/crcopens06.htm
On the penultimate day of the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, volunteers and library service companies 
Highsmith, Inc., and Bretford unveiled the renovated interior of a historic Carnegie library branch of the New Orleans 
Public Library. The Children’s Resource Center branch is one of 13 NOPL buildings, each of which was damaged 
during Hurricane Katrina....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Reference
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1671951
Borchert, Donald M. Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Gale, 2005. (0-02-865780-2). The first edition of Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, published in eight large volumes in 1967, was the standard philosophy reference for more than a 
generation. Though it has aged gracefully, the passing years nevertheless called for updated bibliographies, revisions, 
and new articles, culminating in the 1996 one-volume Supplement. Now, in the face of significant competition since 
the late 1990s, comes the second edition....

What makes a reference work a classic?
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1678925
I have a problem with the reference sets that are often called classics, and it comes from my career as a public 
librarian. The vast majority of my patrons have been grade-school and high-school students and adult patrons who just 
need a simple answer to a question. Many reference classics are too big, too expensive, and often too scholarly....
Merle Jacob, guest editorial, June 27 

How will we know the reference classics of the Web?
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1678920
Our classics of the print world exemplify to the highest degree demonstrated authority, well-defined and reasoned 
scope, effective organization, good indexing, usefulness, and a complementary, contributory relation to other reference 
works. But how well do these tried-and-true characteristics serve as criteria for judging classics of the future? Or has 
this question already passed into the past tense? After all, cool isn’t in that legacy list....
James Rettig, guest editorial, June 27 

 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************

Conventions return to New Orleans (Windows Media Player required)
http://www.emailthis.clickability.com/et/emailThis?clickMap=viewThis&etMailToID=817686827&pt=Y
CNN’s report on New Orleans’ “Magical Week” hosting its first major conference since Hurricane Katrina.... 
CNN, June 26

And the librarians shall lead them
http://www.nola.com/entertainment/t-p/index.ssf?/base/living-6/115138795910710.xml&coll=1
I don’t think I’m quite ready to climb to the top of the Superdome and scream, “We’re BACK, baby!” But as 
harbingers of recovery go, the American Library Association convention this weekend was a serious step in the right 
direction....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 27
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First Lady praises efforts to rebuild schools, libraries
http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/state/14907087.htm
Schools are essential to rebuilding the Gulf Coast after last year’s hurricanes, and libraries are an essential part of 
schools, first lady Laura Bush told about 1,000 librarians, students, and others June 26. “Until there are schools for 
their children, families won’t return home,” she told the audience at a town hall meeting put on as part of the American 
Library Association’s meeting....
Associated Press, June 26

Offline in New Orleans (and it’s a good thing!)
http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2006/06/offline-in-new-orleans-and-its-a-good-thing.html
These days many librarians, especially library technologists, may find themselves struggling with staying offlline (and 
with free wifi at conference, it’s likely even more difficult). Taking a time out from your aggregator, not to mention e-
mail, can easily mean a following day’s worth of blog reading and e-mail catch-up. But, sometimes, going offline, 
taking a break from the technology, to take care of yourself or to contribute to a good cause, may be the recharge you 
need....
Techsource, June 26 

At library, one door opens and another closes
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-15/1151302344103220.xml&coll=1
Bill Johnson, the director of New Orleans’ storm-battered library system, has announced his resignation because his 
wife has not been able to find work in New Orleans. “I must make a difficult choice between my personal life and its 
relationships and a very challenging job,” Johnson said June 25. He spoke minutes before the start of the ceremony 
celebrating the renovation of the Alvar Street library, the first of the city library system’s storm-damaged branches to 
reopen its doors....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 26

Binding wounds
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-6/1151130573226690.xml&coll=1
Accompanied by images of soggy books and moldy walls, an October assessment report on a library branch in eastern 
New Orleans was to the point: “Fish in parking lot. Overturned bookdrops. Major flooding. Shelves collapsed, books 
floated in water,” it said. “Closed indefinitely.” But the New Orleans Public Library isn’t staying under. In fact, the 
system seems to be breaking some intangible line between doom and revival, gulping in significant doses of outside 
help....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 24

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************

Gulf Coast school libraries receive nearly $250,000 for rebuilding
http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/bwneworleans/dgevent06.htm
Thirty-two schools in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas serving more than 22,000 students received grants totaling 
$230,000 from Beyond Words: the Dollar General School Library Relief Fund administered by AASL....

AWARDS 
*******************************

AASL honors Gary Hartzell with a Crystal Apple award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/june2006/CrystalAppleAward.htm
AASL President J. Linda Williams has chosen Gary Hartzell, professor emeritus of educational administration at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, as a recipient of AASL’s Crystal Apple. The Crystal Apple is given at the 
discretion of the AASL president to an individual or group who has had significant impact on school libraries and 
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students....

SirsiDynix honors five librarians for building better communities (PDF file)
http://www.sirsidynix.com/Newsevents/Releases/2006/20060624_bbc_winners.pdf
SirsiDynix announced June 24 the recipients of its Building Better Communities Awards, which recognize libraries for 
creative and enterprising uses of technology to improve their user communities....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************

Broadcast flag makes it through committee
http://arstechnica.com/news.ars/post/20060628-7151.html
If the broad rewrite of U.S. telecommunications laws (the Communications, Consumer’s Choice, and Broadband 
Deployment Act of 2006) makes it to the Senate floor, it will include the broadcast flag. The Commerce Committee 
will continue running down the bill, amendment by amendment, with network neutrality next on the list....
Ars Technica, June 28

Banned books must remain in school district for now, judge says
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/email/news/breaking_news/14914997.htm
Copies of Vamos a Cuba and 23 other titles in the same series remain in school libraries, according to Miami-Dade 
County Public School Board attorney Luis Garcia. U.S. District Judge Alan Gold told the district today to keep 
possession of the books, saying he wanted to “hold the status quo” until a July 21 hearing, but he did not specify 
whether the books need to remain on shelves and accessible to students....
Miami Herald, June 27

Milwaukee Public Schools told to beef up school library oversight
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=442565
State officials have given Milwaukee Public Schools 14 months to ensure that every school library is overseen by a 
licensed librarian—something that has not been happening at about three dozen MPS schools....
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 26

Library to bring back Spanish fiction
http://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/index.php?
s=&url_channel_id=1&url_subchannel_id=&url_article_id=16588&change_well_id=2
After a public outcry, the budget for Spanish fiction will be restored to the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Library, 
members of the Board of Trustees said June 26. The board’s decision to cut $3,000 for Spanish translations of popular 
books at a meeting earlier this month received attention in newspapers across the country....
Gwinnett Daily Post, June 27 

New York City budget’s a wrap, with $52.6-billion tab
http://www.silive.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news/1151500532321320.xml&coll=1
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and City Council Speaker Christine Quinn sealed the $52.6-billion 2007 budget with a kiss 
and a hug, signaling the transparency and collaborative relationship both have promised to bring to the annual high-
stakes fiscal wrangling. The agreed-upon final number is $233 million higher than that released by Bloomberg in May. 
The higher budget number reflects Bloomberg’s agreement to restore cuts to cultural institutions, libraries, and social 
services....
Staten Island Advance, June 28 

Mayor plans to take pay cut
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=442752
As a group Monday announced its intent to explore recalling Mayor Charles Damaske, the mayor said he plans to take 
only half of his 2007 salary to provide funds for Sunday hours at the Muskego (Wis.) Public Library....
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Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, June 26

Lost in a sea of science data (subscription required)
http://chronicle.com/free/v52/i42/42a03501.htm
Librarians will have to step forward to define, categorize, and archive the voluminous and detailed streams of data 
generated in experiments. Already, librarians on some campuses—among them Purdue, the Johns Hopkins University, 
and the University of California at San Diego—are beginning to take on that role....
Chronicle of Higher Education, June 23

OCLC joins LOCKSS alliance
http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200629.htm
OCLC has joined more than 90 libraries from around the world that participate in the LOCKSS (Lots of Copies Keep 
Stuff Safe) alliance, a library membership consortium and active user community that provides open-source archiving 
software as a means to build digital collections....
OCLC, June 22

National Archives building in Washington, D.C. is closed through July 3 (Real Player required)
http://www.archives.gov/
U.S. Archivist Allen Weinstein confirms that no original documents were damaged in the June 25 flooding of Archives 
I....
NARA, June 26

Extremist social movement groups and their online digital libraries (PDF file)
http://ai.arizona.edu/recognition/informationoutlook.pdf
The websites of terrorist/extremist groups have increased in number, technical sophistication, and multimedia content. 
How then does one identify, organize, analyze, and provide access to extremist social movement groups’ web-based 
cultural artifacts (e.g., videos, websites, discussion forum messages, weblogs)?...
Information Outlook, June

Over 60% of primary, middle school libraries don’t hold enough books
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/features/culture/20060620TDY02008.htm
Fewer than 40% of public primary and middle schools met Japanese government standards for the number of books in 
their libraries as of the end of fiscal 2004, according to Education, Science, and Technology Ministry officials....
Tokyo Daily Yomiuri, June 20 

A few good books
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2006/jun/24/few_good_books/?living
For more than 25 years, John Forbes has served as curator of the William A. Quayle Rare Bible Collection at Baker 
University in Baldwin City, tending one of the most extensive bible repositories in the United States. “It’s like 
anything with history—it’s important and interesting to know where we’ve been,” Forbes says....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, June 24

Library loses large donor
http://www.idahopress.com/articles/2006/06/27/news/news2.txt
The debate surrounding The Joy of Sex and The Joy of Gay Sex in Nampa (Idaho) Public Library threatens to 
complicate the city’s effort to raise money for a new building. The books are still available in the library but have been 
moved to higher shelves so children cannot easily see them....
Nampa Idaho Press-Tribune, June 27

Love it or lose it
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/5105580.stm
Public libraries in the U.K. are on the verge of extinction, warn campaigners. How can they be protected for the 
future?...
BBC News, June 22 
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Morehouse College to house Martin Luther King Jr. archives
http://www.morehouse.edu/communications/newsreleases/archives/000411.html
The City of Atlanta has announced that a deal has been struck to bring the coveted Martin Luther King Jr. Collection 
back to Atlanta. The papers were scheduled to be auctioned at Sotheby’s on June 30. Morehouse has engaged William 
Potter, University of Georgia librarian, and Loretta Parham, director of the Robert W. Woodruff Library, to assist in 
processing the collection and arranging for its temporary housing until a permanent location is identified in Atlanta 
where the papers will be available for public access....
Morehouse College, June 23 

Fayetteville School Board approves parental-review policy
http://www.nwanews.com/nwat/News/42091/
Fayetteville (Ark.) School Board members approved a new school library policy at their regular meeting June 22. The 
review was ordered following a strenuous debate over the content of certain books in school libraries.... 
Northwest Arkansas Times, June 23 

$116.6 million to protect Australian families online
http://www.dcita.gov.au/newsroom/media_releases/$116.6_million_to_protect_australian_families_online
The government will create a National Filter Scheme to provide every Australian family with a free internet filter as 
part of a $116.6-million comprehensive package of measures to crack down on the scourge of internet pornography. 
The National Filter Scheme is the centerpiece of the Australian government’s Protecting Families Online package, 
which will also include measures to provide Australian libraries with free filters so computer corners at libraries across 
Australia will become child-friendly zones....
Australian Department of Communications, Information Technology, and the Arts, June 21

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************

Human trails in cyberspace: Social scientists create maps of online interactions (subscription required)
http://chronicle.com/weekly/v52/i43/43a01801.htm
Researchers have long sought to map social groupings and interactions in the physical world. Now, with so much 
activity on computer networks, scientists can collect vast amounts of hard data on human behavior....
Chronicle of Higher Education, June 30 

Essential steps to strengthen America’s cyberterrorism preparedness (PDF file)
http://www.businessroundtable.org/pdf/20060622002CyberReconFinal6106.pdf
Despite a series of efforts in recent years to address this issue, significant gaps exist in the response plans of the U.S. 
government and the private sector for reconstituting the internet in the event of an unprecedented massive internet 
disruption, the Business Roundtable states in a white paper....
Business Roundtable, June

Selling RSS to medical librarians
http://tametheweb.com/2006/06/ttw_mailbox_selling_rss_to_med.html
David Rothman guest-blogs what happened when he asked his local hospital’s head of surgery if he would like “one 
list of items from news or medical publishing on exactly the information you want. Imagine you could flip through this 
list and check off items as ‘not interested,’ ‘maybe later,’ or ‘the library must get me the full text of this article.’”...
Tame the Web, June 24

Alouette Canada open-digitization initiative launched
http://www.alouettecanada.ca/press_releases-e.php?id=3
Canada’s strongest ties to its own history are through the documents that have recorded it. It’s time for Canada’s 
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history to be accessed and preserved in a systematic, enduring way—one that is accessible for Canadians—and other 
citizens of the world....
Alouette Canada, June 21

Royal Society tries open access
http://www.the-scientist.com/news/display/23697/
Britain’s Royal Society dipped a cautious toe into the waters of open access publishing this week, allowing authors 
whose papers are accepted by any of its seven journals to pay a fee and have their work made freely available on the 
Web....
The Scientist, June 22
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