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DOJ subpoenaed dozens of companies in
addition to Google
The Department of Justice has gone beyond Google in its
quest for evidence to develop a case in preparation for an
October trial in Philadelphia over the Child Online Protection
Act (COPA)....

Groups criticize Bush’s Patriot Act 
signing statement
A coalition of librarians, booksellers, publishers, and writers
has accused President Bush of undermining new provisions in
the reauthorized Patriot Act that require him to inform
Congress how the FBI is using its expanded police powers,
including those authorizing access to library and bookstore
records....

West Virginia school librarians 
threatened with layoffs
In response to a looming fiscal crisis, the superintendent of
the Wetzel County (W.Va.) Schools has proposed eliminating
as of FY 2006–07 all library staff at the system’s four high
schools....

Indianapolis director declines pay raise 
in face of library cuts
Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library CEO Linda Mielke
has declined a 4% pay raise that would have boosted her
salary to about $122,000, saying in a statement that it
“sends the wrong message” at a time when the library is
cutting spending....

Scranton trustees restrict R-rated 
movie loans
The Scranton (Pa.) Public Library Board unanimously
approved a policy March 30 to restrict R-rated movie loans to
youths 17 and under unless a parent or guardian has given
written permission....

Georgia library considers policy 
for movie screenings

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28. 
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The Columbus (Ga.) Public Library is considering
implementing a policy to restrict younger patrons from
watching movies screened at the library....

IMLS announces $163 million in grants 
to state library agencies
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has awarded
over $163 million in grants to state library agencies....

British Library enumerates missing items
The British Library in London has confirmed that only 28
valuable items have been stolen from its collection in the last
five years....

patrons into the
library??

Click here 
to ANSWER!

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers

who have chosen to
participate.

Results of the
March 29 poll:

What one or two
books have you read
recently that had the

most significant
impact on you?

The Kite Runner by
Khaled Hosseini

emerged as a clear
winner.

(152 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected

responses to all AL
Direct polls, visit the
AL Online website.

E-mail your support
for the National

Historical Publications
and Records

Commission: Call for
restored funding to
NARA’s grantmaking

arm.

Browse through new
products from ALA
Editions and ALA

Graphics.

Annual Conference closing session
to feature Caroline Kennedy
Author Caroline Kennedy, who is the president
of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, will
be the featured speaker at the ALA Annual
Conference closing session on Tuesday, June 27,
in New Orleans....

International attendees 
at Annual Conference
Librarians from 34 countries have registered for the ALA
Annual Conference in New Orleans....
ALA International Relations Office

ALA boosts Mississippi libraries 
fund by $100,000
A $100,000 donation from ALA during National Library Week
(April 2–8) will nearly triple the Rebuild Mississippi Libraries
Fund. ALA President Michael Gorman presented the check to
Mississippi Library Association President Susan Cassagne and
Mississippi Library Commission Executive Director Sharman
Smith on April 4 at the Waveland Public Library....

State of America's Libraries report
The first-ever State of America's Libraries report details both
the positive impact libraries and librarians have on the
millions of people who use them and the funding challenges
they face.... 

Advocacy Institute to address 
65% Rule, TABOR laws
The Advocacy Institute at the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in
New Orleans—now in an afternoon time slot—will focus on
two types of state legislation: the 65% Rule, affecting school
libraries, and TABOR (Taxpayer Bill of Rights) Laws, primarily
impacting public libraries....
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Booklist Online launches 
into cyberspace
For more than 100 years, librarians have turned to
the trusted reviews in the ALA’s Booklist magazine.
On April 1, the popular collection development and
readers’ advisory tool leapt forward with the launch
of a new product, Booklist Online....

Featured review: 
Adult books
Oates, Joyce Carol. High Lonesome:
Stories, 1966–2006. Ecco, Apr.
2006 (0-06-050119-7). An expert
in the causes and effects of
obsession, desolation, and
annihilation, Oates has crafted
hundreds of mesmerizing short stories of acute
social and psychological insights, sinister sexuality,
and stark violence....

Time the avenger 
Before I became a book reviewer, I think I assumed
that book reviewers were a tweedy, pipe-smoking
lot who spent their days sipping tea and reading
books in book-cluttered offices, occasionally pausing
to shake muffin crumbs out of the books in front of
them....
Keir Graff, Booklist Blog, Apr. 4

 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR,
American Libraries

American Libraries, the
monthly magazine of
the American Library
Association, seeks an

associate editor to join
the editorial and

production team that
produces the chief
perquisite of ALA
membership.... 

See American Libraries 
HOT JOBS ONLINE

for more career
opportunities

Download the
Toolkit for School

Library Media
Programs, part of

ALA’s @ your
library campaign.
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Stories inside include:

You have to see it for yourself
American Libraries Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel went to
New Orleans in March to assess the city’s readiness for
ALA Annual Conference in June. Scheduled for June 22–
28, it will be the first major convention to meet in the
Crescent City since the ravages unleashed by Hurricane
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Katrina last August....

ALA leaders tour Gulf Coast libraries; find
spirit of rebuilding, much work still to be
done
In honor of National Library Week, ALA President Michael
Gorman, ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger, and ALA
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels toured a number of
libraries ravaged by Hurricane Katrina, learned about their
rebuilding efforts and honored their work....

New Orleans readies itself 
for largest convention since Katrina 
The ALA contingent met with representatives from the City of
New Orleans and New Orleans Convention and Visitors
Bureau to review the progress that New Orleans has made as
it prepares for the arrival of over 22,000 conference
attendees....

Powells.com’s Katrina Project 
helps rebuild New Orleans Public Library
Customers at online bookstore Powells.com can purchase
book pledges for $8.95, then suggest a book to help rebuild
New Orleans Public Library’s collection. Pledges will be
delivered to the New Orleans Public Library Foundation, and
Powell’s Katrina Project will add a book to its Levee for Life
at Princeton University for each pledge....
Powell’s Books

Cost of levee repair triples
Announcing that the cost of rebuilding New Orleans's levees
has tripled to $9.5 billion, the Bush administration has
acknowledged that there may not be enough money for the
government to offer the entire region full protection....
Washington Post, Mar. 31

New Orleans postal facility reopened
The U.S. Postal Service reopened its New Orleans processing
and distributing center April 3, a move expected to drastically
shorten post-Katrina delivery times that have seen letters
take a week or more to travel just across town. Periodicals
and other second-class mail are still embargoed, however,
although that ban is expected to be lifted by May 1....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 3

Signs of recovery in New Orleans
The New Orleans Times-Picayune has begun a weekly
compilation of Signs of Recovery that "brighten our mood
and show that we are on the mend." The first roundup notes
the filming of Déjà vu, the city's first post-Katrina movie
shoot....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 4

Students spend spring break shoveling muck
Eleven students from Tufts University's Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy tell how they spent their spring break
helping the cleanup in New Orleans. They joined about 400

New England’s
Carnegie libraries

Construction
funding 101

Libraries =
cultural icons: The

2006 facilities
showcase

Put it in writing:
Woman’s Day

magazine is asking its
women readers aged

18 and over to submit
their stories, in 700

words or less, on how
the library has

changed their lives.
Send stories to

womansday@ala.org
from now until 

May 10.

May 4 –7:
North American
Serials Interest
Group, 21st
Annual Conference,
Denver Marriott
City Center. “Mile
High Views:
Surveying the
Serials Vista.”

May 18-21:
International
GLBT Archives,
Libraries,
Museums, and
Special
Collections
Conference,
Minneapolis.
Presented by the
University of
Minnesota
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students from around the country who took part in the
effort....
Boston Globe, Mar. 29

Historic New Orleans Collection 
showcases "Common Routes"
During the ALA Annual Conference, the Historic
New Orleans Collection will feature "Common
Routes: St. Domingue–Louisiana," a celebration
of the connections between Louisiana and St.
Domingue (Haiti). The French Quarter museum will also be
exhibiting the Toussaint Louverture series by Jacob Lawrence.
Both shows close June 30.... 

Libraries, the
Tretter Collection,
and Quatrefoil
Library. 612-625-
5000.

June 7–9:
Society for 
Scholarly
Publishing, 28th
Annual Meeting.
Marriott Crystal
Gateway Hotel,
Crystal City,
Virginia. 303-422-
3914.

June 16–18:
American
Antiquarian
Society,
Worcester,
Massachusetts.
“Liberty! Égalité!
Independencia!
Print Culture,
Enlightenment, and
Revolution in the
Americas, 1776–
1826.” Contact:
John Hench, 508-
471-2128.

July 28–
Aug. 2:
ACRL Institute
for Information
Literacy
Immersion '06,
Simmons College,
Boston. Contact:
Margot Sutton
Conahan, 800-545-
2433, ext. 2522.

July 30–
Aug. 1: 
Church and
Synagogue
Library
Association
Annual
Conference,
Sheraton Hotel at
Koury Convention
Center,
Greensboro, North
Carolina. “North
Carolina Shines on

Care and (RSS) feeding of patrons (PDF file)
In a recent Tech Notes paper from PLA, Richard W. Boss
offers a guide for libraries wanting to supply RSS feeds of
their website offerings to their patrons....

Deadline extended for student writing award
LITA has extended the deadline for its award for the best
unpublished manuscript by a student in an ALA-accredited
library studies program, sponsored by the division and
Endeavor Information Systems. The new deadline is Friday,
April 21....

LITA appoints web manager, 
standards coordinator
LITA has appointed David Altenhof, circulation librarian at
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, and Diane I. Hillmann,
research librarian at Cornell University Library, to two-year
terms as web manager and standards coordinator,
respectively....

Native American exclusion focus of Annual
Conference program
The exclusion of Native American perspectives from
mainstream American culture will be the topic of a program
sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom Round Table at the
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, June 22–28....

NISO's Patricia R. Harris wins LITA/Library
Hi Tech communication award
Patricia R. Harris, executive director of the National
Information Standards Organization since 1983, is the winner
of the 2006 LITA/Library Hi Tech award for outstanding
communication in library and information technology....
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Library gets D&B minority
business award from RUSA
The 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award
for outstanding service to minority
business communities goes to the
Orange County (Calif.) Public Library.
is the 2006 recipient of the 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award
for Outstanding Service to Minority Business Communities.
The award is presented by RUSA's Business Reference and
Services Section....  

RUSA business leadership award 
goes to Bobray Bordelon
Bobray Bordelon, Pliny Fisk Librarian of
Economics and Finance at Princeton University,
is the 2006 recipient of the Thomson Gale
Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship,
administered by RUSA's Business Reference and
Services Section (BRASS)....

Congregational
Libraries.” Contact:
Judy Janzen, 800-
542-2752.

More Datebook
items...

Continuing
Education

Clearinghouse is a
keyword-searchable

database of CE
opportunities offered
by ALA and its units. 

 

“Not only do
librarians have their
own unique stories
to tell, but they
make great partners
for games of Trivial
Pursuit.”

—Contributing writer Sheryl
Imhoff,  on the ways today’s
libraries and librarians defy
stereotypes, Cincinnati
Community Press, Mar. 8
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Shakespeare First Folio up for bid
A rare complete copy of the First Folio of Shakespeare's plays
is expected to bring at least $6 million when Sotheby's
auctions it this summer in London. The 1623 volume, still in
its 17th-century calf binding, is being sold by Dr. Williams's
Theological Library in London....
London Times, Mar. 31

Filmmakers slam Smithsonian 
deal with Showtime
Ken Burns and other prominent documentary filmmakers and
historians are blasting a deal between the Smithsonian
Institution and the Showtime Networks cable channels to
create television programming, saying it could cut off their
access to the museum's collections and curators....
New York Times, Apr. 1

U.S. News ranks library studies programs
U.S. News and World Report has released its 2007 rankings
of "America's Best Graduate Schools." The guide to library
and information studies programs breaks out the ratings by
such specialties as archives and preservation, digital
librarianship, and services for children and youth....
U.S. News and World Report

Borders to sell
Sony e-book reader
When Sony's new e-book reader
debuts this summer, it will be sold at
200 Borders bookstores. The Sony
Reader, retailing for $299–$399 will
also be available at 30 Sony Style
stores....
CNet online news, Apr. 4
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Attendance dips at
presidential libraries
A sharp decline in attendance at most
presidential libraries and museums
has prompted the National Archives
and Records Administration to launch
a multiyear market research project
to raise the facilities' profiles and find out what attracts
visitors....
Dallas Morning News, Mar. 30

UWM librarian dispels stereotypes 
on public radio
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee electronic resources
Librarian John Hubbard appeared on April 4 public radio
station WUWM to discuss librarian stereotypes. (The piece is
about 33 minutes into the audiofile of the At 10 program.)
WUWM

Rock ’n’ Roll Library
Library graduate students at the University of Pittsburgh
produced a video for National Library Week showing how a
geeky guy is transformed by the library’s resources into a
rock star....
YouTube

Oh D.E.A.R—It's time to read
April 12 has been designated National D.E.A.R.—Drop
Everything And Read Day—a special reading celebration to
remind and encourage families to make reading together on
a daily basis a priority....
D.E.A.R.

NISO Forms RFID Committee
The National Information Standards Organization has formed
a committee to create guidelines for best practices for the
use of radio frequency identification (RFID) in library
applications. The diverse group, which will include RFID
hardware manufacturers, software providers, librarians, book
jobbers, and processors, will be chaired by VTLS CEO Vinod
Chachra....
NISO, Mar. 21

Depository Library Council 
gets new members (PDF file) 
The U.S. Government Printing Office has announced a new
chair and five new members of the Depository Library
Council. Current member Bill Sudduth will now head the
group, and Richard Akeroyd, Timothy Byrne, Denise Davis,
Denise Stephens, and Katrina Stierholz will join....
GPO, Apr. 3

Bound by Law
A spunky documentarian leads a fight
to save fair use—and explains
copyright law in the process—in
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Bound by Law, a comic book from
Duke Law School's Center for the
Study of the Public Domain. A free
digital version of the comic, published
under a Creative Commons license, is
available on the school's website....

Surveying the e-journal 
preservation landscape
The latest bimonthly report on research library issues and
actions from the Association of Research Libraries, the
Coalition of Networked Information, and the Scholarly
Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition is a survey of
the e-journal preservation landscape by Anne R. Kenney,
associate university librarian at Cornell University....
ARL

Australian libraries are key players in
community internet access (PDF file)
Public libraries' crucial role in providing equitable internet
access down under is confirmed by a recent national survey
conducted by the Australian Library and Information
Association....
Australian Library and Information Association, Mar. 31

Readers jump into the pool
Librarians who have designed do-it-
yourself Read posters have posted
their efforts on a Read Posters Pool
on the photo-sharing website Flickr....
Flickr Read Posters group photo pool

 

http://www.arl.org/newsltr/245/preserv.html
http://www.arl.org/newsltr/245/preserv.html
http://www.arl.org/newsltr/245/preserv.html
http://alia.org.au/media.room/2006.03.31.pdf
http://alia.org.au/media.room/2006.03.31.pdf
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
What do YOU think?

Do your National Library Week activities bring significantly more patrons into the library??

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB22576P9H2WW

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
March 29 poll:

What one or two books have you read recently that had the most significant impact on you?

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini emerged as a clear winner.

(152 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
DOJ subpoenaed dozens of companies in addition to Google
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/subpoenas.htm
The Department of Justice has gone beyond Google in its quest for evidence to develop a case in preparation for an 
October trial in Philadelphia over the Child Online Protection Act (COPA)....

Groups criticize Bush’s Patriot Act signing statement
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/signing.htm
A coalition of librarians, booksellers, publishers, and writers has accused President Bush of undermining new 
provisions in the reauthorized Patriot Act that require him to inform Congress how the FBI is using its expanded police 
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powers, including those authorizing access to library and bookstore records....

West Virginia school librarians threatened with layoffs
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/wetzel.htm
In response to a looming fiscal crisis, the superintendent of the Wetzel County (W.Va.) Schools has proposed 
eliminating as of FY 2006–07 all library staff at the system’s four high schools.... 

Indianapolis director declines pay raise in face of library cuts
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/indianapolis.htm
Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library CEO Linda Mielke has declined a 4% pay raise that would have boosted 
her salary to about $122,000, saying in a statement that it “sends the wrong message” at a time when the library is 
cutting spending.... 

Scranton trustees restrict R-rated movie loans
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/scranton.htm
The Scranton (Pa.) Public Library Board unanimously approved a policy March 30 to restrict R-rated movie loans to 
youths 17 and under unless a parent or guardian has given written permission....

Georgia library considers policy for movie screenings
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/screenings.htm
The Columbus (Ga.) Public Library is considering implementing a policy to restrict younger patrons from watching 
movies screened at the library....

IMLS announces $163 million in grants to state library agencies
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/imlsstate.htm
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has awarded over $163 million in grants to state library agencies....

British Library enumerates missing items
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/march2006ab/blmiss.htm
The British Library in London has confirmed that only 28 valuable items have been stolen from its collection in the 
last five years....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Annual Conference closing session to feature Caroline Kennedy
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/AnnualconferenceKennedy.htm
Author Caroline Kennedy, who is the president of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, will be the featured 
speaker at the ALA Annual Conference closing session on Tuesday, June 27, in New Orleans.... 

International attendees at Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/iro/iroactivities/conflistcountry.htm
Librarians from 34 countries have registered for the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans....
ALA International Relations Office

ALA boosts Mississippi libraries fund by $100,000
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ALA100000rebuildMisslib.htm
A $100,000 donation from ALA during National Library Week (April 2–8) will nearly triple the Rebuild Mississippi 
Libraries Fund. ALA President Michael Gorman presented the check to Mississippi Library Association President 
Susan Cassagne and Mississippi Library Commission Executive Director Sharman Smith on April 4 at the Waveland 
Public Library....  

State of America’s Libraries report
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http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/StateofAmericasLibrarie.htm
The first-ever State of America’s Libraries report details both the positive impact libraries and librarians have on the 
millions of people who use them and the funding challenges they face.... 

Advocacy Institute to address 65% Rule, TABOR laws
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/ac06advocacyinstitute.htm
The Advocacy Institute at the 2006 ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans—now in an afternoon time slot—will 
focus on two types of state legislation: the 65% Rule, affecting school libraries, and TABOR (Taxpayer Bill of Rights) 
Laws, primarily impacting public libraries....

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
You have to see it for yourself
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/selectedarticles/kniffelneworleans.htm
American Libraries Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel went to New Orleans in March to assess the city’s readiness for 
ALA Annual Conference in June. Scheduled for June 22–28, it will be the first major convention to meet in the 
Crescent City since the ravages unleashed by Hurricane Katrina last August....
 

ALA leaders tour Gulf Coast libraries; find spirit of rebuilding, much work still to be done
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/librarysitevisits.htm
In honor of National Library Week, ALA President Michael Gorman, ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger, and ALA 
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels toured a number of libraries ravaged by Hurricane Katrina, learned about their 
rebuilding efforts and honored their work....

New Orleans readies itself for largest convention since Katrina
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/NewOrleansconference.htm
The ALA contingent met with representatives from the City of New Orleans and New Orleans Convention and Visitors 
Bureau to review the progress that New Orleans has made as it prepares for the arrival of over 22,000 conference 
attendees....

Powells.com’s Katrina Project helps rebuild New Orleans Public Library
http://www.powells.com/katrina/
Customers at online bookstore Powells.com can purchase book pledges for $8.95, then suggest a book to help rebuild 
New Orleans Public Library’s collection. Pledges will be delivered to the New Orleans Public Library Foundation, and 
Powell’s Katrina Project will add a book to its Levee for Life at Princeton University for each pledge....
Powell’s Books

Cost of levee repair triples
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/30/AR2006033001912.html
Announcing that the cost of rebuilding New Orleans’s levees has tripled to $9.5 billion, the Bush administration has 
acknowledged that there may not be enough money for the government to offer the entire region full protection....
Washington Post, Mar. 31

New Orleans postal facility reopened
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1144044094303080.xml
The U.S. Postal Service reopened its New Orleans processing and distributing center April 3, a move expected to 
drastically shorten post-Katrina delivery times that have seen letters take a week or more to travel just across town. 
Periodicals and other second-class mail are still embargoed, however, although that ban is expected to be lifted by 
May 1....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 3

Signs of recovery in New Orleans
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http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-2/1144130771136570.xml
The New Orleans Times-Picayune has begun a weekly compilation of Signs of Recovery that “brighten our mood and 
show that we are on the mend.” The first roundup notes the filming of Déjà vu, the city’s first post-Katrina movie 
shoot....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 4

Students spend spring break shoveling muck
http://www.boston.com/yourlife/specials/giving/articles/2006/03/29/spring_break_06_new_orleans/
Eleven students from Tufts University’s Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy tell how they spent their spring break 
helping the cleanup in New Orleans. They joined about 400 students from around the country who took part in the 
effort....
Boston Globe, Mar. 29

Historic New Orleans Collection showcases “Common Routes”
http://hnoc.org/
During the ALA Annual Conference, the Historic New Orleans Collection will feature “Common Routes: St. 
Domingue–Louisiana,” a celebration of the connections between Louisiana and St. Domingue (Haiti). The French 
Quarter museum will also be exhibiting the Toussaint Louverture series by Jacob Lawrence. Both shows close June 
30.... 

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
Care and (RSS) feeding of patrons (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plapubs/technotes/LibrariesandRSS.pdf
In a recent Tech Notes paper from PLA, Richard W. Boss offers a guide for libraries wanting to supply RSS feeds of 
their website offerings to their patrons....

Deadline extended for student writing award
http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/newandnoteworthy/extended.htm
LITA has extended the deadline for its award for the best unpublished manuscript by a student in an ALA-accredited 
library studies program, sponsored by the division and Endeavor Information Systems. The new deadline is Friday, 
April 21....

LITA appoints web manager, standards coordinator
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/litastandardscoordinator.htm
LITA has appointed David Altenhof, circulation librarian at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, and Diane I. Hillmann, 
research librarian at Cornell University Library, to two-year terms as web manager and standards coordinator, 
respectively.... 

ROUND TABLE NEWS 
*******************************
Native American exclusion focus of Annual Conference program
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/conffocusonnateveamer.htm
The exclusion of Native American perspectives from mainstream American culture will be the topic of a program 
sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom Round Table at the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, June 22–28....
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AWARDS 
*******************************
NISO’s Patricia R. Harris wins LITA/Library Hi Tech communication award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/2006litahitechwinner.htm
Patricia R. Harris, executive director of the National Information Standards Organization since 1983, is the winner of 
the 2006 LITA/Library Hi Tech award for outstanding communication in library and information technology....

Orange County Public Library gets D&B minority business award from RUSA
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/ocplwinsdandbaward.htm
The 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award for outstanding service to minority business communities goes to the Orange 
County (Calif.) Public Library. is the 2006 recipient of the 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to 
Minority Business Communities. The award is presented by RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section....  

RUSA business leadership award goes to Bobray Bordelon
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/bordelonwinsbuslibaward.htm
Bobray Bordelon, Pliny Fisk Librarian of Economics and Finance at Princeton University, is the 2006 recipient of the 
Thomson Gale Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship, administered by RUSA’s Business Reference and 
Services Section (BRASS)....

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Shakespeare First Folio up for bid
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2111148,00.html
A rare complete copy of the First Folio of Shakespeare’s plays is expected to bring at least $6 million when Sotheby’s 
auctions it this summer in London. The 1623 volume, still in its 17th-century calf binding, is being sold by Dr. 
Williams’s Theological Library in London....
London Times, Mar. 31

Filmmakers slam Smithsonian deal with Showtime
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/01/arts/television/01smit.html
Ken Burns and other prominent documentary filmmakers and historians are blasting a deal between the Smithsonian 
Institution and the Showtime Networks cable channels to create television programming, saying it could cut off their 
access to the museum’s collections and curators....
New York Times, Apr. 1

U.S. News ranks library studies programs
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/grad/rankings/lib/libindex_brief.php
U.S. News and World Report has released its 2007 rankings of “America’s Best Graduate Schools.” The guide to 
library and information studies programs breaks out the ratings by such specialties as archives and preservation, digital 
librarianship, and services for children and youth....
U.S. News and World Report

Borders to sell Sony e-book reader
http://news.com.com/Borders%2Bto%2Bsell%2BSony%2Bdigital%2Breading%2Bdevice/2100-1041_3-6057074.html
When Sony’s new e-book reader debuts this summer, it will be sold at 200 Borders bookstores. The Sony Reader, 
retailing for $299–$399 will also be available at 30 Sony Style stores....
CNet online news, Apr. 4

Attendance dips at presidential libraries
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/032406dntexpreslibraries.10b88e4.html
A sharp decline in attendance at most presidential libraries and museums has prompted the National Archives and 
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Records Administration to launch a multiyear market research project to raise the facilities’ profiles and find out what 
attracts visitors....
Dallas Morning News, Mar. 30

UWM librarian dispels stereotypes on public radio
http://www.wuwm.com/view_at10.php?articleid=66
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee electronic resources Librarian John Hubbard appeared on April 4 public radio 
station WUWM to discuss librarian stereotypes. (The piece is about 33 minutes into the audiofile of the At 10 
program.)
WUWM

Rock ’n’ Roll Library
http://youtube.com/watch?v=ItCIHAksjf4
Library graduate students at the University of Pittsburgh produced a video for National Library Week showing how a 
geeky guy is transformed by the library’s resources into a rock star....
YouTube 

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Oh D.E.A.R—It’s time to read
http://www.dropeverythingandread.com/NationalDEARday.html
April 12 has been designated National D.E.A.R.—Drop Everything And Read Day—a special reading celebration to 
remind and encourage families to make reading together on a daily basis a priority....
D.E.A.R.

NISO Forms RFID Committee
http://www.niso.org/news/releases/pr-RFID-3-06.html
The National Information Standards Organization has formed a committee to create guidelines for best practices for 
the use of radio frequency identification (RFID) in library applications. The diverse group, which will include RFID 
hardware manufacturers, software providers, librarians, book jobbers, and processors, will be chaired by VTLS CEO 
Vinod Chachra....
NISO, Mar. 21

Depository Library Council gets new members (PDF file)
http://www.gpo.gov/news/2006/06news07.pdf 
The U.S. Government Printing Office has announced a new chair and five new members of the Depository Library 
Council. Current member Bill Sudduth will now head the group, and Richard Akeroyd, Timothy Byrne, Denise Davis, 
Denise Stephens, and Katrina Stierholz will join....
GPO, Apr. 3

Bound by Law
http://www.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/
A spunky documentarian leads a fight to save fair use—and explains copyright law in the process—in Bound by Law, 
a comic book from Duke Law School’s Center for the Study of the Public Domain. A free digital version of the comic, 
published under a Creative Commons license, is available on the school’s website....

Surveying the e-journal preservation landscape
http://www.arl.org/newsltr/245/preserv.html
The latest bimonthly report on research library issues and actions from the Association of Research Libraries, the 
Coalition of Networked Information, and the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition is a survey of 
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the e-journal preservation landscape by Anne R. Kenney, associate university librarian at Cornell University....
ARL

Australian libraries are key players in community internet access (PDF file)
http://alia.org.au/media.room/2006.03.31.pdf
Public libraries’ crucial role in providing equitable internet access down under is confirmed by a recent national survey 
conducted by the Australian Library and Information Association....
Australian Library and Information Association, Mar. 31

Readers jump into the pool
http://www.flickr.com/groups/readposters/pool/
Librarians who have designed do-it-yourself Read posters have posted their efforts on a Read Posters Pool on the 
photo-sharing website Flickr. Create your own READ poster by using ALA’s READ CD 2....
Flickr Read Posters group photo pool
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Maine seeks to opt out of 
GATS library agreement
Maine Gov. John E. Baldacci has asked the Bush
administration to exclude the state from General Agreement
on Trade in Services (GATS) treaty obligations specifically
related to libraries, archives, and museums. The World Trade
Organization began renewed negotiations on specifics of the
treaty in Geneva in late March....

Canadian study links school libraries 
and student achievement
A study funded by the Ontario Library Association offers the
first Canadian finding that shows a positive correlation
between student achievement and library resources and staff.
Released April 6, School Libraries and Student Achievement
in Ontario includes assessment data from more than 50,000
students and over 800 of the province’s publicly funded
elementary schools....

Miami school reconsiders 
A Visit to Cuba
In response to a parent’s objection to a
book cover depicting Cuban children
wearing the uniform of the island
nation’s Communist youth group, the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Elementary
School in Miami has formed a materials
review committee to reconsider Alta
Schreier’s Vamos a Cuba (A Visit to
Cuba) on April 19....

Filmmakers slam Smithsonian deal 
with Showtime
Ken Burns and other prominent documentary filmmakers are
blasting a deal between the Smithsonian Institution and the
Showtime Networks cable channels to create television
programming, saying it could cut off their access to the
museum’s collections and curators....

Illinois cooperative

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28. Take
advantage of advance
registration rates by

May 19.
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recognized as outstanding
The Illinois State Library’s Talking Book
and Braille Service (TBBS) in
Springfield was named Network Library
of the Year by the National Library
Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped at an April 4 ceremony at the Library of
Congress....

Fired Michigan director will file lawsuit
An attorney retained by fired Bay County (Mich.) Library
Director Frederick J. Paffhausen announced April 4 that he
will file a breach of contract lawsuit against the system....

Bookmobiles make permanent stops
along Gulf Coast
More than 300 libraries have signed up through the ALA
Adopt a Library program to help make a difference in the
hurricane-devastated region. Some have chosen to donate
bookmobiles to libraries in Alabama, Louisiana, and
Mississippi, such as this one presented to the Hancock
County (Miss.) Pearlington branch by the Allegany County
(Md.) Library System....

Libraries bridge cultures
during El dia de los niños
April 30 marks the 10th anniversary of
national El día de los niños/El día de los
libros (Children’s Day/Book Day), and
libraries across the country will host Día
celebrations with family programs,
including bilingual story hours, book
giveaways, and other literacy events....

Advocacy Institute welcomes 
three new cosponsors
Three new cosponsors—the Louisiana, Texas,
and Arkansas Library Associations—have signed

READ Poster! Send in
READ posters you

have created using the
READ CD 2 and you
could win a $100 gift
certificate from ALA

Graphics and be
featured in American

Libraries. Submissions
are due by May 31.

Download the full-
text, PDF version of

the El día de los
niños/El día de los
libros brochure, in
English or Spanish.

What do
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Should the Boy
Scouts of

America’s policy of
excluding

agnostics, atheists,
and gays prohibit

libraries from
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the organization in
joint programs?

Click here 
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on to participate in the ALA Advocacy Institute,
Friday, June 23, 12–5 p.m., at Annual
Conference in New Orleans. The institute
teaches participants legislative issues and skills
for advocating library services....

 

 

Featured review: 
Books for youth
Borden, Louise. Across the
Blue Pacific. Illustrated by
Robert Andrew Parker.
Houghton, Apr. 2006 (0-618-
33922-11). Grades 3–5. In
this fully illustrated, fictional memoir, a woman,
Molly, recalls her childhood war years on the
American home front. World War II seems far away
to Molly, but her 4th-grade teacher brings it close
by painting an enormous map on the wall....

Shelf life: Public libraries 
and the recovery process
Local libraries face many challenges: While most of the
remediation issues have been or eventually will be dealt with,
many libraries are beyond repair. Instead of helping readers,
librarians are dealing with Federal Emergency Management
Agency paperwork, compiling damage estimates. Staff
reductions have curtailed library services; librarians, like the
rest of us, have been displaced....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 2

More money urged for Louisiana libraries
Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu asked a House panel on April 10 to
restore nearly $1 million that Gov. Kathleen Blanco proposed
cutting from the State Library of Louisiana. Landrieu and
others said public libraries have played an especially vital
role to Louisiana residents since hurricanes Katrina and
Rita....
Baton Rouge Advocate, Apr. 11

New Orleans’ black social networks hurting
Most people they know want to rebuild, eventually. But no
one can quite imagine the day when their houses will be
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livable again, and now the glue of their lives is gone—their
neighbors, local businesses, social clubs. Just about every
black institution in town is struggling or has disappeared....
Associated Press, Apr. 8

Corps chief admits levee design failure
In the closest thing yet to a mea culpa, the commander of
the Army Corps of Engineers acknowledged April 5 that a
“design failure” led to the breach of the 17th Street Canal
levee that flooded much of the city during Hurricane
Katrina....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 6

First Lady finds “feeling of hope” in city
On her tenth trip to the Gulf Coast since Hurricane Katrina,
First Lady Laura Bush on Monday touted a federal program to
help young people find work and said her foundation will help
damaged schools get new books and rebuild their libraries....
Associated Press, Apr. 10

A different place without the displaced
It does not matter how many photos you’ve seen, how
riveting the videotapes have been as they splashed across
the television screens, with desperate voices crying out in the
background, or listening to the emotional Congressional
testimony of displaced residents of New Orleans. None of
those experiences—or even all of them combined—can
prepare you for the experience of entering the city’s lower
Ninth Ward....
Louisiana Weekly, Apr. 10; Minneapolis City Pages, Apr. 3–7

Survey: Most employers stood up to Katrina
A “Survey of Compensation Practices in Areas Affected by
Hurricanes Dennis, Katrina, Rita and Wilma” found that more
than 90% of employers maintained staff and benefits and
33% provided living assistance in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, Apr. 10

StoryCorps mobile booth to visit in May
One of the two StoryCorps oral-history project Mobile Booths
touring the country (see American Libraries, Dec. 2005, p.
42–45) will stop in New Orleans, May 4–28. Reservations to
record an oral history can be placed beginning April 18 at 10
a.m. local time....
StoryCorps

ACRL pledges its support
to the ALA Cultural
Communities Fund
ACRL has pledged to support the ALA
Cultural Communities Fund with a gift of $20,000. The
Cultural Communities Fund is an endowment created to help
libraries across the country bring communities together
through cultural programming....
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INFORMATION
SCIENCE

SERVICES,
Genentech, South San

Francisco. The
candidate will lead a

group of knowledge and
information

professionals who
provide critical

competitor, intellectual
property, and scientific
intelligence services to

Genentech staff....

See American Libraries

HOT JOBS ONLINE
for more career
opportunities.

Browse through
issues of

Technology
Electronic

Reviews online to
read reviews of

print and electronic
sources on
information
technology.

 

April 2006

Stories inside include:

New England’s
Carnegie libraries

http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/library-99/1144306220230500.xml&coll=1
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-24/114470278349480.xml&storylist=louisiana
http://www.laurabushfoundation.org/
http://www.louisianaweekly.com/weekly/news/articlegate.pl?20060410e
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2006/04/new_orleans_hou.asp
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15241
http://www.storycorps.net/participate/record_an_interview/locations/
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ACRLpledgesupportCCF.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ACRLpledgesupportCCF.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ACRLpledgesupportCCF.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/YALSAYAbooksGossipGi.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/genentech.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/genentech.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/genentech.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/hotjobsonline.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/lita/litapublications/ter/tertechnology.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/lita/litapublications/ter/tertechnology.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/lita/litapublications/ter/tertechnology.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2006contents/apr2006.htm


AL Direct, April 12, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/april/041206.htm[7/17/2014 11:31:58 AM]

enjoy the Gossip Girls series
YALSA has announced a list of books to
recommend to teens, both avid and reluctant
readers, who are looking for books similar to
those in the Gossip Girls series. “The books
on this list are perfect for when your readers
have finished with every Gossip Girls title in
your library and are clamoring for another
book like the Gossip Girls,” said YALSA
President Pam Spencer Holley....

Orange County Public Library
gets D&B minority business
award from RUSA
The 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award for
outstanding service to minority business
communities goes to the Orange County
(Calif.) Public Library. is the 2006 recipient of the 2006 Dun
and Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to Minority
Business Communities. The award is presented by RUSA's
Business Reference and Services Section....  

Zines in the library catalog? Of course
Jenna Freedman at Barnard College has started one of the
country’s few scholarly online catalogs of zines. The collection
of 500 zines includes primary sources documenting activism
during the 2004 Republican National Convention and Critical
Mass protests in New York. Titles include Brooklyn Diary,
Junk/Food, Race Riot, and Satan’s Panties....
New York Times, Apr. 11

Museum puts freedom first
The McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum, which opened to
the public April 11 on North Michigan Avenue in Chicago, is
designed to make visitors confront some uncomfortable
topics. It employs an array of audiovisual and interactive
technology to examine incidents in which First Amendment
freedoms have been challenged....
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 5

Librarians included in 
proposed Texas 65% rule (PDF file)
School librarians will be included when calculating
instructional costs under proposed revisions to the state’s
school financial rating system, which is designed to provide
the public with a clear look at the spending practices of each
school district....
Texas Education Agency, Apr. 6

Mississippi girl rides 
for storm-damaged libraries
11-year-old Kelsie Buckley raised more than $9,000 in

Construction
funding 101
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British Library,
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Buffalo and Erie
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Race, 1908.”

Cornell
University, Ithaca,
New York. “Gravely
Gorgeous:
Gargoyles,
Grotesques, and
the 19th-century
Imagination.”

Huntington
Library, San
Marino, California.
“Land of Golden
Dreams: California
in the Gold Rush
Decade, 1848–
1858.”
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pledges for Gulfport’s library by riding her horse halfway
across the state of Mississippi. Kelsie’s goal is to raise
$10,000 for every Mississippi library destroyed by Katrina.
There were seven....
CBS News, Mar. 31; WLOX-TV, Biloxi, Mar. 12

Collection agencies and overdue books
Claire Leavy, director of the Lee County (Ga.) Public Library,
recently turned to Unique Management Services of
Jeffersonville, Mo., a collection agency that serves 750 public
library systems across the United States and Canada. Unique
tries to persuade patrons to return overdue items and pay
their late fees....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 7

LC chooses 50 items for
National Recording Registry
Calvin Coolidge’s 1925 inaugural address,
Fats Domino singing “Blueberry Hill” in
1956, Don Azpiazu’s 1930 rumba hit “El
Manisero (The Peanut Vendor),” and Sonic
Youth’s 1988 album Daydream Nation were
among the recordings the Library of Congress selected for
preservation in its National Recording Registry April 11....
Library of Congress, Apr. 11

International appeal for the preservation of
the world’s audiovisual heritage
200 million hours of audio and video records are endangered,
particularly in developing countries. This call (originally
launched in 2004, but still active) is intended to draw
attention to the perilous situation of these archives, to get
the support of the United Nations, and to demonstrate the
solidarity of archivists and users all around the globe....
International Federation of Television Archives

How OPACs suck, part 2:
The checklist of shame
Karen Schneider reviews key features common to most
search engines (even the least expensive) but that are often
missing in online catalogs....
ALA Tech Source blog, Apr. 3

The future of the library catalog:
Two perspectives
A February 21 report, written by Cornell University Technical
Services Librarian Karen Calhoun and commissioned by the
Library of Congress, offers some suggestions on revitalizing
OPACs in the face of declining use, as well as a 10-step
blueprint for implementing changes. Reference Librarian
Thomas Mann offers a critical review of aspects of the
Calhoun report....
DSpace Open Access; and AFSCME 2910

LIS outlook for 2006
If 2005 data is any indication, 2006 should be a good year
for most ALA-accredited programs. Data submitted for the

Library of
Congress,
Washington, D.C.
“Benjamin Franklin
in His Own Words.”

Los Angeles
Public Library.
“Far and Wide: The
Golden Age of
Travel Posters.”

University of
California at Los
Angeles. “A
Centenary
Celebration of
Ralph J. Bunche.”

University of
Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia.
“Modern Jewish
Literatures.”
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“Somewhere around
the age of 13, being
seen at the library—
let alone enjoying
yourself—was as
socially stunting as
getting good grades 
or having the wrong
pair of shoes. The
irony is, the library
is brimming with the
very tools—anarchy
and rebellion, sex 
and rock’n’roll—
necessary for
quenching
adolescent thirsts
and winning
popularity points.”

—Reporter Chad Dryden,
“The Lawless Library!”
Knight Ridder Newspapers,
Feb. 28.
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2005 ALISE Statistical Report and Database show that
enrollment increased for a majority of ALA-accredited
programs, additional full-time faculty members were added,
and total income was up from 2004....
ALA Office for Accreditation, Prism, Spring issue

LIS instruction in the new century:
A podcast/Flash interview
University of Washington iSchool Dean Emeritus
Mike Eisenberg speaks passionately on the
future of library education in “Tradition vs.
Technology: What’s all the fuss?”...
InfoSpeak, vol. 2, no. 2

Libraries tap into the video game culture
Take a digital game world, throw it in a blender, add some
information and research skills, sift out the word
“educational” and maybe, just maybe, we have a new and
effective way to teach our students bibliographic instruction.
Christy Branson, liaison librarian at the University of
Waterloo, Ontario, assesses the learning value of games in
the library....
ASIS&T Bulletin, Apr./May

NASA Kid’s Club website
offers K-4 interactive games
The NASA Kid’s Club site serves a dual
purpose. Children can play games at
home for entertainment, and educators
can use it as a fun way to reach students
in the classroom, the library, during
after-school programs, or anywhere children and computers
are together....
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Apr. 6

National Rock & Roll Library concert tour,
featuring The High Strung
Last year the quirky, carefree, energetic music of Detroit’s
The High Strung electrified Michigan’s teen patrons with their
sunny three-part harmonies and witty, lyrical bravado. This
year the furious guitars and squonking organ that accompany
the band’s catchy sing-along choruses are roaming the
country, headed for a library in your direction. Recommended
by the Alternative Teen Services blog....
The High Strung

National Poetry Month 
suggestions from RIF
April is National Poetry Month, and Reading Is Fundamental
offers some tips on rhyming and reading in the library....
Reading Is Fundamental
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AMERICAN LIBRARIES DIRECT
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AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.

Click here to view the online version of our email:
<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>

POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
What do YOU think?
Should the Boy Scouts of America’s policy of excluding agnostics, atheists, and gays prohibit libraries from 
cooperating with the organization in joint programs?
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Controversies_about_the_Boy_Scouts_of_America

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2257X7WXZZL

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
April 5 poll:

Do your National Library Week activities bring significantly more patrons into the library?

YES.............12%
NO..............88%

(112 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Maine seeks to opt out of GATS library agreement
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/maineopt.htm
Maine Gov. John E. Baldacci has asked the Bush administration to exclude the state from General Agreement on Trade 
in Services (GATS) treaty obligations specifically related to libraries, archives, and museums. The World Trade 
Organization began renewed negotiations on specifics of the treaty in Geneva in late March....

Canadian study links school libraries and student achievement
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http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/olastudy.htm
A study funded by the Ontario Library Association offers the first Canadian finding that shows a positive correlation 
between student achievement and library resources and staff. Released April 6, School Libraries and Student 
Achievement in Ontario includes assessment data from more than 50,000 students and over 800 of the province’s 
publicly funded elementary schools....

Miami school reconsiders A Visit to Cuba
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/miamivisit.htm
In response to a parent’s objection to a book cover depicting Cuban children wearing the uniform of the island nation’s 
Communist youth group, the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Elementary School in Miami has formed a materials review 
committee to reconsider Alta Schreier’s Vamos a Cuba (A Visit to Cuba) on April 19....

Filmmakers slam Smithsonian deal with Showtime
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/smithshow.htm
Ken Burns and other prominent documentary filmmakers are blasting a deal between the Smithsonian Institution and 
the Showtime Networks cable channels to create television programming, saying it could cut off their access to the 
museum’s collections and curators....

Illinois cooperative recognized as outstanding
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/nlsaward.htm
The Illinois State Library’s Talking Book and Braille Service (TBBS) in Springfield was named Network Library of 
the Year by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at an April 4 ceremony at the 
Library of Congress....

Fired Michigan director will file lawsuit
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/baycounty.htm
An attorney retained by fired Bay County (Mich.) Library Director Frederick J. Paffhausen announced April 4 that he 
will file a breach of contract lawsuit against the system....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Bookmobiles make permanent stops along Gulf Coast
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/bgc.htm
More than 300 libraries have signed up through the ALA Adopt a Library program to help make a difference in the 
hurricane-devastated region. Some have chosen to donate bookmobiles to libraries in Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Mississippi, such as this one presented to the Hancock County (Miss.) Pearlington branch by the Allegany County 
(Md.) Library System....
 

Libraries bridge cultures during El dia de los niños
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/dia06.htm
April 30 marks the 10th anniversary of national El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Children’s Day/Book Day), 
and libraries across the country will host Día celebrations with family programs, including bilingual story hours, book 
giveaways, and other literacy events....

Advocacy Institute welcomes three new cosponsors
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ThreecosponsorsAdvocacy.htm
Three new cosponsors—the Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas Library Associations—have signed on to participate in the 
ALA Advocacy Institute, Friday, June 23, 12–5 p.m., at Annual Conference in New Orleans. The institute teaches 
participants legislative issues and skills for advocating library services....
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Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: Books for youth
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=booksforyouth
Borden, Louise. Across the Blue Pacific. Illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker. Houghton, Apr. 2006 (0-618-33922-
11). Grades 3–5. In this fully illustrated, fictional memoir, a woman, Molly, recalls her childhood war years on the 
American home front. World War II seems far away to Molly, but her 4th-grade teacher brings it close by painting an 
enormous map on the wall....
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Shelf life: Public libraries and the recovery process
http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/living-6/114396172251600.xml&coll=1
Local libraries face many challenges: While most of the remediation issues have been or eventually will be dealt with, 
many libraries are beyond repair. Instead of helping readers, librarians are dealing with Federal Emergency 
Management Agency paperwork, compiling damage estimates. Staff reductions have curtailed library services; 
librarians, like the rest of us, have been displaced....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 2

More money urged for Louisiana libraries
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2612451.html
Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu asked a House panel on April 10 to restore nearly $1 million that Gov. Kathleen Blanco 
proposed cutting from the State Library of Louisiana. Landrieu and others said public libraries have played an 
especially vital role to Louisiana residents since hurricanes Katrina and Rita....
Baton Rouge Advocate, Apr. 11

New Orleans’ black social networks hurting
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=1821128
Most people they know want to rebuild, eventually. But no one can quite imagine the day when their houses will be 
livable again, and now the glue of their lives is gone—their neighbors, local businesses, social clubs. Just about every 
black institution in town is struggling or has disappeared....
Associated Press, Apr. 8

Corps chief admits levee design failure
http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/library-99/1144306220230500.xml&coll=1
In the closest thing yet to a mea culpa, the commander of the Army Corps of Engineers acknowledged April 5 that a 
“design failure” led to the breach of the 17th Street Canal levee that flooded much of the city during Hurricane 
Katrina....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 6

First Lady finds “feeling of hope” in city
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-24/114470278349480.xml&storylist=louisiana
On her tenth trip to the Gulf Coast since Hurricane Katrina, First Lady Laura Bush on Monday touted a federal 
program to help young people find work and said her foundation will help damaged schools get new books and rebuild 
their libraries....
Associated Press, Apr. 10

A different place without the displaced
http://www.louisianaweekly.com/weekly/news/articlegate.pl?20060410e
It does not matter how many photos you’ve seen, how riveting the videotapes have been as they splashed across the 
television screens, with desperate voices crying out in the background, or listening to the emotional Congressional 
testimony of displaced residents of New Orleans. None of those experiences—or even all of them combined—can 
prepare you for the experience of entering the city’s lower Ninth Ward....
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Louisiana Weekly, Apr. 10; Minneapolis City Pages, Apr. 3–7

Survey: Most employers stood up to Katrina
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/viewStory.cfm?recID=15241
A “Survey of Compensation Practices in Areas Affected by Hurricanes Dennis, Katrina, Rita and Wilma” found that 
more than 90% of employers maintained staff and benefits and 33% provided living assistance in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, Apr. 10

StoryCorps mobile booth to visit in May
http://www.storycorps.net/participate/record_an_interview/locations/
One of the two StoryCorps oral-history project Mobile Booths touring the country (see American Libraries, Dec. 2005, 
p. 42–45) will stop in New Orleans, May 4–28. Reservations to record an oral history can be placed beginning April 18 
at 10 a.m. local time....
StoryCorps

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
ACRL pledges its support to the ALA Cultural Communities Fund
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ACRLpledgesupportCCF.htm
ACRL has pledged to support the ALA Cultural Communities Fund with a gift of $20,000. The Cultural Communities 
Fund is an endowment created to help libraries across the country bring communities together through cultural 
programming.... 

Books for young adults who enjoy the Gossip Girls series
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/YALSAYAbooksGossipGi.htm
YALSA has announced a list of books to recommend to teens, both avid and reluctant readers, who are looking for 
books similar to those in the Gossip Girls series. “The books on this list are perfect for when your readers have 
finished with every Gossip Girls title in your library and are clamoring for another book like the Gossip Girls,” said 
YALSA President Pam Spencer Holley....

AWARDS 
*******************************
Orange County Public Library gets D&B minority business award from RUSA
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/march2006/ocplwinsdandbaward.htm
The 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award for outstanding service to minority business communities goes to the Orange 
County (Calif.) Public Library. is the 2006 recipient of the 2006 Dun and Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to 
Minority Business Communities. The award is presented by RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section....  

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Zines in the library catalog? Of course
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/11/nyregion/11ink.html
Jenna Freedman at Barnard College has started one of the country’s few scholarly online catalogs of zines. The 
collection of 500 zines includes primary sources documenting activism during the 2004 Republican National 
Convention and Critical Mass protests in New York. Titles include Brooklyn Diary, Junk/Food, Race Riot, and Satan’s 
Panties....
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New York Times, Apr. 11 

Museum puts freedom first
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/custom/newsroom/chi-060404freedommuseum,1,2435550.story
The McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum, which opened to the public April 11 on North Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago, is designed to make visitors confront some uncomfortable topics. It employs an array of audiovisual and 
interactive technology to examine incidents in which First Amendment freedoms have been challenged....
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 5

Librarians included in proposed Texas 65% rule (PDF file)
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/press/65percentpressrelease.pdf
School librarians will be included when calculating instructional costs under proposed revisions to the state’s school 
financial rating system, which is designed to provide the public with a clear look at the spending practices of each 
school district....
Texas Education Agency, Apr. 6

Mississippi girl rides for storm-damaged libraries
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/03/31/eveningnews/main1461732.shtml
11-year-old Kelsie Buckley raised more than $9,000 in pledges for Gulfport’s library by riding her horse halfway 
across the state of Mississippi. Kelsie’s goal is to raise $10,000 for every Mississippi library destroyed by Katrina. 
There were seven....
CBS News, Mar. 31; WLOX-TV, Biloxi, Mar. 12

Collection agencies and overdue books
http://www.calendarlive.com/books/cl-et-library7apr07,0,7060493.story?coll=cl-books
Claire Leavy, director of the Lee County (Ga.) Public Library, recently turned to Unique Management Services of 
Jeffersonville, Mo., a collection agency that serves 750 public library systems across the United States and Canada. 
Unique tries to persuade patrons to return overdue items and pay their late fees....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 7

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
LC chooses 50 items for National Recording Registry
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2006/06-083.html
Calvin Coolidge’s 1925 inaugural address, Fats Domino singing “Blueberry Hill” in 1956, Don Azpiazu’s 1930 rumba 
hit “El Manisero (The Peanut Vendor),” and Sonic Youth’s 1988 album Daydream Nation were among the recordings 
the Library of Congress selected for preservation in its National Recording Registry April 11....
Library of Congress, Apr. 11

International appeal for the preservation of the world’s audiovisual heritage
http://www.fiatifta.org/aboutfiat/policy/petition/index.php
200 million hours of audio and video records are endangered, particularly in developing countries. This call (originally 
launched in 2004, but still active) is intended to draw attention to the perilous situation of these archives, to get the 
support of the United Nations, and to demonstrate the solidarity of archivists and users all around the globe....
International Federation of Television Archives

How OPACs suck, part 2: The checklist of shame
http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2006/04/how-opacs-suck-part-2-the-checklist-of-shame.html
Karen Schneider reviews key features common to most search engines (even the least expensive) but that are often 
missing in online catalogs....
ALA Tech Source blog, Apr. 3
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The future of the library catalog: Two perspectives
http://hdl.handle.net/1813/2670
A February 21 report, written by Cornell University Technical Services Librarian Karen Calhoun and commissioned 
by the Library of Congress, offers some suggestions on revitalizing OPACs in the face of declining use, as well as a 
10-step blueprint for implementing changes. Reference Librarian Thomas Mann offers a critical review of aspects of 
the Calhoun report....
DSpace Open Access; and AFSCME 2910

LIS outlook for 2006
http://www.ala.org/ala/accreditation/prp/prism/current/Director/Director.htm
If 2005 data is any indication, 2006 should be a good year for most ALA-accredited programs. Data submitted for the 
2005 ALISE Statistical Report and Database show that enrollment increased for a majority of ALA-accredited 
programs, additional full-time faculty members were added, and total income was up from 2004....
ALA Office for Accreditation, Prism, Spring issue

LIS instruction in the new century: A podcast/Flash interview
http://www.infospeak.org/shows/show3/index.htm
University of Washington iSchool Dean Emeritus Mike Eisenberg speaks passionately on the future of library 
education in “Tradition vs. Technology: What’s all the fuss?”...
InfoSpeak, vol. 2, no. 2

Libraries tap into the video game culture
http://www.asis.org/Bulletin/Apr-06/branston.html
Take a digital game world, throw it in a blender, add some information and research skills, sift out the word 
“educational” and maybe, just maybe, we have a new and effective way to teach our students bibliographic instruction. 
Christy Branson, liaison librarian at the University of Waterloo, Ontario, assesses the learning value of games in the 
library....
ASIS&T Bulletin, Apr./May

NASA Kid’s Club website offers K-4 interactive games
http://www.nasa.gov/home/hqnews/2006/apr/HQ_06131_Kids_club.html
The NASA Kid’s Club site serves a dual purpose. Children can play games at home for entertainment, and educators 
can use it as a fun way to reach students in the classroom, the library, during after-school programs, or anywhere 
children and computers are together....
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Apr. 6

National Rock & Roll Library concert tour, featuring The High Strung
http://www.thehighstrung.com/library.html
Last year the quirky, carefree, energetic music of Detroit’s The High Strung electrified Michigan’s teen patrons with 
their sunny three-part harmonies and witty, lyrical bravado. This year the furious guitars and squonking organ that 
accompany the band’s catchy sing-along choruses are roaming the country, headed for a library in your direction. 
Recommended by the Alternative Teen Services blog....
The High Strung 

National Poetry Month suggestions from RIF
http://www.rif.org/educators/
April is National Poetry Month, and Reading Is Fundamental offers some tips on rhyming and reading in the library....
Reading Is Fundamental

CONTACT US
*******************************
George M. Eberhart, Editor: geberhart@ala.org
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Government drops appeal 
in Connecticut Patriot Act case
Federal prosecutors announced April 12 that they would drop
their appeal in a case involving a Connecticut library system
that received a demand for patron records under the USA
Patriot Act....

NARA cooperated in 
document reclassification
A March 2002 Memorandum of Understanding (PDF file)
between the National Archives and Records Administration
and the U.S. Air Force shows that archivists were concerned
about an ongoing program to reclassify thousands of
previously released documents but ultimately agreed to keep
the operation secret....

Oklahoma Senate won’t defund 
inclusive kids’ collections
Members of the Oklahoma Senate have allowed an April 6
deadline to expire without considering a bill that would have
prohibited local funding authorities and library boards from
funding their public libraries unless the libraries have
“place[d] all children and young adult materials that contain
homosexual or sexually explicit subject matter in a special
area [and limited] distribution . . . to adults only.”...

National Recording Registry 
adds 50 sound recordings
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington
announced April 11 the latest group of 50
recordings for the National Recording
Registry. Created by Congress through the National
Recording Preservation Act of 2000, the registry is dedicated
to preserving classic American recordings of music, speeches,
and readings that are culturally, historically, or aesthetically
significant....

San Bernardino removes
explicit manga book 
after challenge

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28. Take
advantage of advance
registration rates by

May 19.

ALA’s Office for
Information

Technology Policy
offers the Copyright
Advisory Network

website as a resource
for librarians to learn
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Prompted by a request from a Victorville,
California, parent to consider the
appropriateness of Paul Gravett’s Manga:
60 Years of Japanese Comics, the San
Bernardino County Library decided to
remove 13 copies from all its branches
April 12....

First U.S. Carnegie library 
damaged by lightning
The Allegheny branch of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
(CLP) has been closed indefinitely after lightning struck the
building’s 115-year-old clock tower mid-evening on April 7.
Miraculously, the building was empty at the time and no one
was injured. There were no library materials damaged
either....

Wild turkey @ your library
A male wild turkey’s nesting season took a painful turn when
it flew through a double window at the Western branch of St.
Joseph County (Ind.) Public Library in South Bend shortly
before 9 a.m. April 7....

Mary Chapin Carpenter to
highlight Scholarship Event 
in New Orleans
Singer-songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter has
been selected as the featured artist of the
ALA/ProQuest Scholarship event to benefit
the Library Relief Fund and provide
scholarships on Saturday, June 24, 8–11
p.m., at the Convention Center Auditorium during the New
Orleans Annual Conference....

Two more associations sign up
for the Advocacy Institute
The Mississippi and Alabama Library Associations have signed
on to participate in the ALA Advocacy Institute, Friday, June
23, at Annual Conference in New Orleans....

ORS wins World Book–
ALA Goal Grant Award
The Office for Research and Statistics is the winner of the
2006 World Book–ALA Goal Grant Award. ORS is honored for
its proposal, “Public Library Service to the Nation’s
Linguistically Isolated: An Analysis Using the Public Library
Geographic Database and US Census Data 2000.”...

 

 

about copyright and to
get help when they

have copyright
troubles.
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This year marks the
60th Anniversary of
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Office and the 32nd
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Featured review: 
media
Lewis, Jerry. Dean & Me: A
Love Story. Read by Stephen
Hoye. 2005. 9hr. Books on
Tape, CS/CD. It is a daunting
task to narrate the memoir of
a well-known celebrity whose
voice is distinctive and
immediately recognizable, but
Hoye handles it with aplomb.
This biography is Lewis’s take
on his professional and personal relationship with
Dean Martin and his career following their
breakup....

ALA New Orleans site visit, April 3–4
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels and ALA
President-Elect Leslie Burger discuss the state of the
media center at Benjamin Franklin High School with
Principal Carol Christen and Librarian Idella Washington.
The library is in a temporary space on the second floor
and hopes to reopen by mid-August. For more pictures,
visit here....

Life and libraries in New Orleans
My first trip back to New Orleans was in September when
40% of the city was still underwater. Since I’ve moved back,
I’ve been able to see progress from a city where I couldn’t
buy a cup of coffee anywhere, to a situation today where
many of the restaurants, bars, and music venues are up and
running in the areas that didn’t experience heavy flooding....

participate.

Results of the
April 12 poll:

Should the Boy Scouts
of America’s policy of
excluding agnostics,

atheists, and gays
prohibit libraries from
cooperating with the
organization in joint

programs?

YES.............47%
NO..............53%

(392 responses)

For cumulated results
and selected

responses to all AL
Direct polls, visit the
AL Online website.

The ALA Office for
Diversity offers a

selection of wristbands
and t-shirts as part of
its Dollars for Diversity

campaign.

NEW! The ALA
Washington Office has
launched a redesigned

Legislative Action
Center to simplify
sending e-mails to

lawmakers on specific
library-related issues.

It does require a login,
because Congressional

offices have started
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Keith Weldon Medley

Volunteering for 
spring break
Over spring break, a group of
educators from Minnesota had the trip
of a lifetime. Seven of us from Oak
Point Intermediate School in Eden
Prairie, Minnesota, spent our break in
New Orleans assisting in hurricane
relief....
Chris Kreie

New Orleans CIO vows to keep 
free city Wi-Fi at high speeds
New Orleans Chief Information Officer Greg Meffert said he
plans to continue fighting to keep a free downtown wireless
internet network functioning at high speeds....
Computerworld, Apr. 14

This Rose weathered 
a great storm
New Orleans Times-Picayune columnist
Chris Rose’s 1 Dead in Attic is a slim but
remarkably engrossing volume that took its
title from a spray-painted notation left by a
rescue team on a house in the 8th Ward.
The stories Rose tells are so moving that
the book may one day be remembered as
one of the most important books ever
written about New Orleans and Hurricane
Katrina....
LSU Daily Reveille, Mar. 31

Invisible city: New Orleans 
rebuilds by writing
In a slew of books responding to Katrina, writers show that
the Big Easy is not going to let 125-mph winds, FEMA, or
Bush rain on its parade....
The Simon, Apr. 14

Fund offers disaster
relief for public school
libraries
AASL is administering an $800,000 grant program that will
make funds available to rebuild and expand public school
library media programs affected by disasters. “Beyond Words:
The Dollar General School Library Relief Program” is the
largest relief effort in ALA history targeted specifically to
school libraries....

YALSA launches 2006 
Teen Read Week website
The YALSA Teen Read Week website,
“Get Active @ your library,” the theme
for Teen Read Week 2006, encourages

requiring legitimate e-
mail addresses from
users to avoid being

overwhelmed by spam.
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teens to read for the fun of it and use
resources at their libraries to help them lead active lives and
find books on sports, fitness, volunteerism, activism, college
preparation, and career direction. This year’s celebration will
be held October 15–21....

Nominations open for 
YALSA Teen’s Top Ten
Teens across the country are
encouraged to read the 22 nominated
titles to prepare themselves for the
Teens’ Top Ten vote, to take place
during Teen Read Week, October 15–21. The votes will
determine the 2006 Teens’ Top Ten booklist of the best new
books for young adults....

LITA celebrates its 40th
anniversary in 2006
Read Stephen R. Salmon’s brief history of
the division’s early years, from its beginning
as a small, pioneering discussion group in
1964....
Information Technology and Libraries, Mar. 1993

Ching-chih Chen wins LITA’s Kilgour Award
Simmons College Professor Ching-chih Chen is the winner of
the 2006 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library
and Information Technology sponsored by LITA and OCLC.
Chen has advocated the concept of the world digital library
since 1993, most recently the Global Memory Net, which will
be launched for universal access at the end of June....

2006 Marshall Cavendish
Excellence in Library
Programming Award
The Gail Borden Public Library District
of Elgin, Illinois, is the winner of the
Marshall Cavendish Excellence in Library Programming Award
for its project, “Giants: African Dinosaurs,” created by Project
Exploration. The library attracted visitors by showcasing six
life-size skeletons of dinosaurs, displays of original fossil
material, and interactive exhibits....

FBI rebuffed on viewing Jack Anderson’s
papers before they go to GWU
The family of the late newspaper columnist Jack Anderson
has rejected a request by the FBI to turn over 50 years of
files to agents who want to look for evidence in the
prosecution of two pro-Israel lobbyists, as well as any
classified documents Anderson had collected, before the
papers are donated to George Washington University....
Washington Post, Apr. 19

Stories inside include:

New England’s
Carnegie libraries

Construction
funding 101

Libraries =
cultural icons: The

2006 facilities
showcase

ALA’s Public Programs
Office has compiled

this 44-page booklet,
One Book One

Community (PDF
file), to help you plan
for your community-
wide reading event.

Things to
apply for:

By May 1:
Native American
Library Services
Enhancement
Grant, Institute of
Museum and
Library Services.
Contact: Alison
Freese, 202-653-
4665.

By May 5:
ACRL Institute for
Information
Literacy, National
4-H Youth
Conference Center,
Chevy Chase,
Maryland. Contact:
Margot Sutton
Conahan, 800-545-
2433, ext. 2522.
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Filmmakers and others petition
against Smithsonian’s Showtime deal
As the recent coupling between the Smithsonian Institution
and Showtime Networks continues to roil the documentary
film world, more than 215 filmmakers, television executives,
and academics have signed a letter demanding that the
Smithsonian, a publicly financed museum, not only reveal
financial details of the joint venture but also abandon it....
New York Times, Apr. 18

A Visit to Cuba to remain 
on Miami-Dade school library shelves
School officials have ruled that a children’s book about
traveling to Cuba should remain in Miami-Dade County
schools, despite a parent’s complaint that the book does not
depict an accurate life in Cuba....
Miami Herald, Apr. 19

100 years later, quake’s dead 
are still being counted
Former San Francisco city archivist Gladys Hansen has made
it her goal in life to account fully for the number of people
killed by the devastating 1906 earthquake and ensuing
firestorm. To accomplish this, Hansen goes to work several
days a week—at her own office in a Mission district
warehouse—to research, catalog, and respond to questions....
MSNBC, Apr. 14

Hurricane-damaged 
Louisiana library reopens
Seven months after floodwaters soaked and destroyed 20%
of its books and other materials, the Chauvin branch of the
Terrebonne Parish Public Library has reopened....
Thibodaux Daily Comet, Apr. 12

Book fair to assist Katrina-hit school
Fort Wayne, Indiana, school media specialist Linda Wunderlin
coordinated an effort to raise funds to rebuild the South
Plaquemines High School library in Port Sulphur, Louisiana....
Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, Apr. 18

Free newspaper archive 
of earthquake coverage
NewspaperARCHIVE.com, an online
database of historic newspapers,
offers a free archive on the history of
earthquakes. The archive includes
stories of earthquakes dating as far
back as 1759 and as recent as the
Kashmiri earthquake of 2005. It also
contains articles about the San
Francisco earthquake of 1906, the
devastating earthquake at Tangshan, China, in 1976, and
other major earthquakes throughout history....
NewspaperARCHIVE.com

By June 10:
Connecticut Book
Awards, for the
authors,
illustrators, and
designers of the
best books about
Connecticut or by
state residents.
Contact: Kat Lyons,
860-695-6320.

By June 30:
Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color
seeks submissions
for 15 awards and
scholarships that
will be presented
at its Oct. 11–15
conference.
Contact: Liana
Zhou, 812-855-
3060.

By July 1:
Nebraska Library
Commission 21st
Century Librarian
Scholarships offer
financial support to
eligible Nebraskans
seeking masters,
bachelors, or
associate degrees
in library science or
school library
media. Contact:
Pam Scott, 800-
307-2665.

By Sept. 15:
Ezra Jack Keats
Foundation offers
$350 minigrants to
support programs
designed by public
school teachers
and librarians.

By Nov. 1:
Women’s National
Book Association/
Ann Heidbreder
Eastman Grant
offers up to $750
for a librarian to
take a course or
participate in an
institute devoted to
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The silencer
Scott McLemee notes the latest trend in the decline of
Western civilization: People now use cell phones in research
libraries....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 12

April is Jazz
Appreciation Month
Throughout April, the National
Museum of American History is
celebrating its fifth annual Jazz Appreciation Month with
concerts, a poetry workshop, lectures, performances, a day
of swing dancing, two new displays, and audio podcasts
about jazz....

Windows Live Academic Search: The details
Barbara Quint writes it will be months before we can expect a
useful comparative review of Windows Live Academic Search
and Google Scholar. Technically both products are in beta.
Microsoft’s Academic Search is a true beta—it still adds
significant content, and plans are already in place for a
second beta phase....
Information Today, Apr. 17

Library success: A best-practices wiki
Meredith Farkas created this wiki to be a one-stop shop for
great ideas and information for all types of librarians. If
you’ve done something at your library that you consider a
success, you can write about it in the wiki or provide a link
to outside coverage....

Five steps to including a Google Map 
on your website
Chris Deweese of the Lewis and Clark Library System offered
this practical guide to putting a map on your library website
at the HigherEd BlogCon last week....
HigherEd BlogCon 2006, Apr. 14

Google Earth: From space to your face
Mark Aubin discusses the origins and operations of Google
Earth, and why parts of it are still blurry....
Google Librarian Newsletter, issue 3

Unintended consequences: 
Seven years under the DMCA
Since they were enacted in 1998, the “anti-circumvention”
provisions of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act have not
been used as Congress envisioned. In practice, they have
been used to stifle a wide array of legitimate activities, rather
than to stop copyright infringement. As a result, the DMCA
has developed into a serious threat to several important
public-policy priorities....
Electronic Frontier Foundation, Apr.

CALEA and libraries (PDF file)
This FAQ has been prepared to explain the Communications
Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA) and how it
relates to our nation’s libraries. This is an important issue
because it may affect library budgets in the very near future,

aspects of
publishing as a
profession.
Contact: Ray Toler,
312-280-5416

More Datebook
items...

 

“If I were the thief,
I’d return it.
Librarians have
been known to
import rare books
on voodoo.”

—Staff writer in a report
about how someone had
broken into the Mono County
(Calif.) Free Library in
Mammoth Lakes and stolen
the donation jar for the new
facility’s construction fund,
The Sheet, Feb. 11.
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require certain technology expenditures, and impose
administrative burdens on library personnel to administer
certain security requirements under the law....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy

GPO looks to private publishers 
for sales boost (PDF file)
The U.S. Government Printing Office is seeking to reinvent its
sales program by making government publications available
in a commercial mainstream setting, expanding distribution
channels and using the latest technology, while achieving
significant cost reductions for taxpayers through private-
sector vendors....
Government Printing Office, Apr. 12

On not revising the ALA Code of Ethics:
An alternate proposal
Rider University Librarian John Buschman offers three
reasons why ALA’s existing Code of Ethics might be weakened
if it were revised. A revision of a paper given at the ALA
Annual Conference, Chicago, June 26, 2005....
Library Philosophy and Practice, vol. 8, no. 2 (Spring 2006)

800-545-2433, 
ext. 4216

ISSN 1559-369X.
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AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.
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POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Would you willingly forego a salary increase or sacrifice benefits to help your library through a financial crisis?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2258LLED3XE

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
April 12 poll:

Should the Boy Scouts of America’s policy of excluding agnostics, atheists, and gays prohibit libraries from 
cooperating with the organization in joint programs?

YES.............47%
NO..............53%

(392 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
Government drops appeal in Connecticut Patriot Act case
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/patriotdrop.htm
Federal prosecutors announced April 12 that they would drop their appeal in a case involving a Connecticut library 
system that received a demand for patron records under the USA Patriot Act....

NARA cooperated in document reclassification
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/coopreclass.htm
A March 2002 Memorandum of Understanding (PDF file) between the National Archives and Records Administration 
and the U.S. Air Force shows that archivists were concerned about an ongoing program to reclassify thousands of 
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previously released documents but ultimately agreed to keep the operation secret....

Oklahoma Senate won’t defund inclusive kids’ collections
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/oklawont.htm
Members of the Oklahoma Senate have allowed an April 6 deadline to expire without considering a bill that would 
have prohibited local funding authorities and library boards from funding their public libraries unless the libraries have 
“place[d] all children and young adult materials that contain homosexual or sexually explicit subject matter in a special 
area [and limited] distribution . . . to adults only.”...

National Recording Registry adds 50 sound recordings
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/lcmusic.htm
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington announced April 11 the latest group of 50 recordings for the National 
Recording Registry. Created by Congress through the National Recording Preservation Act of 2000, the registry is 
dedicated to preserving classic American recordings of music, speeches, and readings that are culturally, historically, 
or aesthetically significant....

San Bernardino removes explicit manga book after challenge
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/mangasanbern.htm
Prompted by a request from a Victorville, California, parent to consider the appropriateness of Paul Gravett’s Manga: 
60 Years of Japanese Comics, the San Bernardino County Library decided to remove 13 copies from all its branches 
April 12....

First U.S. Carnegie library damaged by lightning
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/lightning.htm
The Allegheny branch of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh (CLP) has been closed indefinitely after lightning struck 
the building’s 115-year-old clock tower mid-evening on April 7. Miraculously, the building was empty at the time and 
no one was injured. There were no library materials damaged either....

Wild turkey @ your library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/southbend.htm
A male wild turkey’s nesting season took a painful turn when it flew through a double window at the Western branch 
of St. Joseph County (Ind.) Public Library in South Bend shortly before 9 a.m. April 7....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Mary Chapin Carpenter to highlight Scholarship Event in New Orleans
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/CarpentertoperformAnnual.htm
Singer-songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter has been selected as the featured artist of the ALA/ProQuest Scholarship 
event to benefit the Library Relief Fund and provide scholarships on Saturday, June 24, 8–11 p.m., at the Convention 
Center Auditorium during the New Orleans Annual Conference.... 

Two more associations sign up for the Advocacy Institute
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/Missadvoinsti.htm
The Mississippi and Alabama Library Associations have signed on to participate in the ALA Advocacy Institute, 
Friday, June 23, at Annual Conference in New Orleans....

ORS wins World Book–ALA Goal Grant Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/WorldBookGoalGrantrecipi.htm
The Office for Research and Statistics is the winner of the 2006 World Book–ALA Goal Grant Award. ORS is 
honored for its proposal, “Public Library Service to the Nation’s Linguistically Isolated: An Analysis Using the Public 
Library Geographic Database and US Census Data 2000.”...
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Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: media
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=media
Lewis, Jerry. Dean & Me: A Love Story. Read by Stephen Hoye. 2005. 9hr. Books on Tape, CS/CD. It is a daunting 
task to narrate the memoir of a well-known celebrity whose voice is distinctive and immediately recognizable, but 
Hoye handles it with aplomb. This biography is Lewis’s take on his professional and personal relationship with Dean 
Martin and his career following their breakup....
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
ALA New Orleans site visit, April 3–4
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/nolaphotos.htm
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels and ALA President-Elect Leslie Burger discuss the state of the media 
center at Benjamin Franklin High School with Principal Carol Christen and Librarian Idella Washington. The library is 
in a temporary space on the second floor and hopes to reopen by mid-August. For more pictures, visit here....
 

Life and libraries in New Orleans
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/stories.htm#medley
My first trip back to New Orleans was in September when 40% of the city was still underwater. Since I’ve moved 
back, I’ve been able to see progress from a city where I couldn’t buy a cup of coffee anywhere, to a situation today 
where many of the restaurants, bars, and music venues are up and running in the areas that didn’t experience heavy 
flooding....
Keith Weldon Medley

Volunteering for spring break
http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2006a/stories.htm#kreie
Over spring break, a group of educators from Minnesota had the trip of a lifetime. Seven of us from Oak Point 
Intermediate School in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, spent our break in New Orleans assisting in hurricane relief....
Chris Kreie

New Orleans CIO vows to keep free city Wi-Fi at high speeds
http://www.computerworld.com/printthis/2006/0,4814,110555,00.html
New Orleans Chief Information Officer Greg Meffert said he plans to continue fighting to keep a free downtown 
wireless internet network functioning at high speeds....
Computerworld, Apr. 14

This Rose weathered a great storm
http://www.lsureveille.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2006/03/31/442cc46027a27
New Orleans Times-Picayune columnist Chris Rose’s 1 Dead in Attic is a slim but remarkably engrossing volume that 
took its title from a spray-painted notation left by a rescue team on a house in the 8th Ward. The stories Rose tells are 
so moving that the book may one day be remembered as one of the most important books ever written about New 
Orleans and Hurricane Katrina....
LSU Daily Reveille, Mar. 31

Invisible city: New Orleans rebuilds by writing
http://www.thesimon.com/magazine/articles/between_the_covers/01135_invisible_city_new_orleans_rebuilds_writing.h
tml
In a slew of books responding to Katrina, writers show that the Big Easy is not going to let 125-mph winds, FEMA, or 
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Bush rain on its parade....
The Simon, Apr. 14

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
Fund offers disaster relief for public school libraries
http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslawards/dollargeneral/launchrelease.htm
AASL is administering an $800,000 grant program that will make funds available to rebuild and expand public school 
library media programs affected by disasters. “Beyond Words: The Dollar General School Library Relief Program” is 
the largest relief effort in ALA history targeted specifically to school libraries....

YALSA launches 2006 Teen Read Week website
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/TRW2006Websitelaunched.htm
The YALSA Teen Read Week website, “Get Active @ your library,” the theme for Teen Read Week 2006, encourages 
teens to read for the fun of it and use resources at their libraries to help them lead active lives and find books on 
sports, fitness, volunteerism, activism, college preparation, and career direction. This year’s celebration will be held 
October 15–21....

Nominations open for YALSA Teen’s Top Ten
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/NominationsYALSATTT.htm
Teens across the country are encouraged to read the 22 nominated titles to prepare themselves for the Teens’ Top Ten 
vote, to take place during Teen Read Week, October 15–21. The votes will determine the 2006 Teens’ Top Ten 
booklist of the best new books for young adults....

LITA celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2006
http://www.ala.org/ala/lita/aboutlita/org/1st25years.htm
Read Stephen R. Salmon’s brief history of the division’s early years, from its beginning as a small, pioneering 
discussion group in 1964....
Information Technology and Libraries, Mar. 1993

AWARDS 
*******************************
Ching-chih Chen wins LITA’s Kilgour Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/2006KilgourAward.htm
Simmons College Professor Ching-chih Chen is the winner of the 2006 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in 
Library and Information Technology sponsored by LITA and OCLC. Chen has advocated the concept of the world 
digital library since 1993, most recently the Global Memory Net, which will be launched for universal access at the 
end of June....

2006 Marshall Cavendish Excellence in Library Programming Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/CavendishAwardwinnername.htm
The Gail Borden Public Library District of Elgin, Illinois, is the winner of the Marshall Cavendish Excellence in 
Library Programming Award for its project, “Giants: African Dinosaurs,” created by Project Exploration. The library 
attracted visitors by showcasing six life-size skeletons of dinosaurs, displays of original fossil material, and interactive 
exhibits....
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SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
FBI rebuffed on viewing Jack Anderson’s papers before they go to GWU
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/18/AR2006041800961.html
The family of the late newspaper columnist Jack Anderson has rejected a request by the FBI to turn over 50 years of 
files to agents who want to look for evidence in the prosecution of two pro-Israel lobbyists, as well as any classified 
documents Anderson had collected, before the papers are donated to George Washington University....
Washington Post, Apr. 19

Filmmakers and others petition against Smithsonian’s Showtime deal
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/18/arts/television/18smit.html
As the recent coupling between the Smithsonian Institution and Showtime Networks continues to roil the documentary 
film world, more than 215 filmmakers, television executives, and academics have signed a letter demanding that the 
Smithsonian, a publicly financed museum, not only reveal financial details of the joint venture but also abandon it....
New York Times, Apr. 18

A Visit to Cuba to remain on Miami-Dade school library shelves
http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/news/breaking_news/14376142.htm
School officials have ruled that a children’s book about traveling to Cuba should remain in Miami-Dade County 
schools, despite a parent’s complaint that the book does not depict an accurate life in Cuba....
Miami Herald, Apr. 19

100 years later, quake’s dead are still being counted
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/12301877/from/RL.3/
Former San Francisco city archivist Gladys Hansen has made it her goal in life to account fully for the number of 
people killed by the devastating 1906 earthquake and ensuing firestorm. To accomplish this, Hansen goes to work 
several days a week—at her own office in a Mission district warehouse—to research, catalog, and respond to 
questions....
MSNBC, Apr. 14

Hurricane-damaged Louisiana library reopens
http://www.dailycomet.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060412/NEWS/604120338/1013/NEWS01
Seven months after floodwaters soaked and destroyed 20% of its books and other materials, the Chauvin branch of the 
Terrebonne Parish Public Library has reopened....
Thibodaux Daily Comet, Apr. 12

Book fair to assist Katrina-hit school
http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/newssentinel/news/local/14351004.htm
Fort Wayne, Indiana, school media specialist Linda Wunderlin coordinated an effort to raise funds to rebuild the South 
Plaquemines High School library in Port Sulphur, Louisiana....
Fort Wayne News-Sentinel, Apr. 18

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
Free newspaper archive of earthquake coverage
http://www.earthquakearchive.com/
NewspaperARCHIVE.com, an online database of historic newspapers, offers a free archive on the history of 
earthquakes. The archive includes stories of earthquakes dating as far back as 1759 and as recent as the Kashmiri 
earthquake of 2005. It also contains articles about the San Francisco earthquake of 1906, the devastating earthquake at 
Tangshan, China, in 1976, and other major earthquakes throughout history....
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NewspaperARCHIVE.com

The silencer
http://insidehighered.com/views/2006/04/12/mclemee
Scott McLemee notes the latest trend in the decline of Western civilization: People now use cell phones in research 
libraries....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 12

April is Jazz Appreciation Month
http://americanhistory.si.edu/events/programdetail.cfm?newskey=308
Throughout April, the National Museum of American History is celebrating its fifth annual Jazz Appreciation Month 
with concerts, a poetry workshop, lectures, performances, a day of swing dancing, two new displays, and audio 
podcasts about jazz....

Windows Live Academic Search: The details
http://www.infotoday.com/newsbreaks/nb060417-2.shtml
Barbara Quint writes it will be months before we can expect a useful comparative review of Windows Live Academic 
Search and Google Scholar. Technically both products are in beta. Microsoft’s Academic Search is a true beta—it still 
adds significant content, and plans are already in place for a second beta phase....
Information Today, Apr. 17

Library success: A best-practices wiki
http://www.libsuccess.org/index.php?title=Main_Page
Meredith Farkas created this wiki to be a one-stop shop for great ideas and information for all types of librarians. If 
you’ve done something at your library that you consider a success, you can write about it in the wiki or provide a link 
to outside coverage....

Five steps to including a Google Map on your website
http://www.higheredblogcon.com/index.php/google-maps-and-you-five-steps-to-including-a-google-map-on-your-
website/
Chris Deweese of the Lewis and Clark Library System offered this practical guide to putting a map on your library 
website at the HigherEd BlogCon last week....
HigherEd BlogCon 2006, Apr. 14

Google Earth: From space to your face
http://www.google.com/librariancenter/articles/0604_01.html
Mark Aubin discusses the origins and operations of Google Earth, and why parts of it are still blurry....
Google Librarian Newsletter, issue 3

Unintended consequences: Seven years under the DMCA
http://www.eff.org/IP/DMCA/?f=unintended_consequences.html
Since they were enacted in 1998, the “anti-circumvention” provisions of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act have 
not been used as Congress envisioned. In practice, they have been used to stifle a wide array of legitimate activities, 
rather than to stop copyright infringement. As a result, the DMCA has developed into a serious threat to several 
important public-policy priorities....
Electronic Frontier Foundation, Apr.

CALEA and libraries (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/WOissues/techinttele/calea/CALEAtechbrief.pdf
This FAQ has been prepared to explain the Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act (CALEA) and how 
it relates to our nation’s libraries. This is an important issue because it may affect library budgets in the very near 
future, require certain technology expenditures, and impose administrative burdens on library personnel to administer 
certain security requirements under the law....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy
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GPO looks to private publishers for sales boost (PDF file)
http://www.gpo.gov/news/2006/06news10.pdf
The U.S. Government Printing Office is seeking to reinvent its sales program by making government publications 
available in a commercial mainstream setting, expanding distribution channels and using the latest technology, while 
achieving significant cost reductions for taxpayers through private-sector vendors....
Government Printing Office, Apr. 12

On not revising the ALA Code of Ethics: An alternate proposal
http://www.webpages.uidaho.edu/%7Embolin/buschman2.htm
Rider University Librarian John Buschman offers three reasons why ALA’s existing Code of Ethics might be 
weakened if it were revised. A revision of a paper given at the ALA Annual Conference, Chicago, June 26, 2005....
Library Philosophy and Practice, vol. 8, no. 2 (Spring 2006)
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MARC creator 
Henriette Avram dies
Henriette Avram, credited with the
development and implementation of the
MARC (Machine Readable Cataloging)
format, died April 22 at age 86. Avram,
who retired from the Library of Congress
in 1992 after 26 years of service, was
named LC’s first director for processing
systems, networks, and automation
planning in 1980....

FBI seeks to search journalist’s archives for
classified documents
The FBI is demanding access to some 200 boxes of the
papers and notes of Jack Anderson that the late investigative
journalist’s family is donating to the George Washington
University library to remove any leaked classified documents.
However, the family has resisted the government’s efforts,
claiming that turning over the materials would be
inconsistent with the reporter’s life work....

Harassment claim dropped against Ohio State
librarian
Ohio State University officials have found no evidence that a
librarian at the school’s Mansfield campus engaged in
harassment when he suggested four best-selling conservative
books be added to the freshman reading list....

Gwinnett board chair resigns over director
hearing
A testy exchange between two patrons and Gwinnett County
(Ga.) Public Library Executive Director Jo Ann Pinder on
March 17 led to trustees calling a special hearing to decide
whether to discipline Pinder. However, two days before the
April 17 hearing took place, board Chair Dan English
submitted his letter of resignation....

Miami school board blocks reconsideration
end run

Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, 

June 22–28. Take
advantage of advance
registration rates by

May 19.

The polls for the ALA
Election closed on

Monday, April 24, and
the results will be
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The board of the Miami–Dade County Public Schools voted 6–
3 April 18 not to interfere with the system’s established
materials-reconsideration process in the review of A Visit to
Cuba, which has been challenged by a Cuban expatriate....

LC, British Library support e-journal standard
The Library of Congress and the British Library have agreed
on a common standard for scholarly electronic journals that
will help ensure long-term access to online content....

Brooklyn takes criticism for closed branch
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library officials came under fire at a
town hall meeting April 19 for closing the Brownsville branch
for one week after a staff member was injured breaking up a
fight March 15....

Hanover to keep Guthrie name on public
library
The Hanover (Pa.) Public Service Committee voted 8–2 April
17 to send a motion to the borough council approving the
name of its new library as the “Guthrie Memorial Library,
Hanover’s Public Library.”...

Wind gust tears roof off school library
Wind removed the 2,100-square-foot roof of the Mountain
Elementary School Library in Los Alamos, New Mexico, on
April 15. The damage occurred early on a Saturday and was
not discovered until the local Key Club came to paint at the
school that day....

Free teleconference on “Confronting the
Crisis in Library Education”
ALA President Michael Gorman will host a free national
satellite teleconference on Friday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. CDT. “Confronting the Crisis in Library Education”
will address the question of whether today’s library education
programs are doing an adequate job of training the next
generation of librarians and discuss the related issues of
continuing education and certification....

Gorman responds to FBI efforts to access
Anderson papers
ALA President Michael Gorman issued a statement April 21 in
the wake of reported efforts by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to access the personal papers of journalist Jack
Anderson....

Shades of Glory chronicles the story of
African-American baseball
The Campaign for America’s Libraries announced a new
Annual Conference program entitled “Shades of Glory: The
Negro Leagues and the Story of African-American Baseball,”
which will feature James L. Gates, library director at the
National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown,
N.Y....
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PR Forum to focus on word-of-mouth
marketing
“Word-of-mouth marketing” is the latest buzzword when it
comes to promoting your library, but what does it really
mean? The PR Forum will take place in New Orleans on
Sunday, June 25, from 8 to 10 a.m. The program is geared
toward library public relations and marketing professionals
but is open to any ALA member wishing to attend....

SELA joins Advocacy Institute sponsors
The Southeastern Library Association has joined the list of
cosponsors for the ALA Advocacy Institute, scheduled for
Friday, June 23, during Annual Conference in New Orleans....

 

 

Featured review: 
reference
Growing Up with Science.
Marshall Cavendish, 2005 (0-
7614-7505-2). Gr. 6–9. As we
read all the bad press about
the state of science
knowledge among American
students, it is heartening to
see such a colorful and useful
encyclopedia available for
middle-school readers. This set, the third edition of
a title last published back in 1990, explains many
of the most complicated aspects of science and
technology, such as how laser disks and computers
work, in clear and precise language with the help of
beautiful color photographs and drawings....
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April 30. The
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the importance of
advocating literacy for
every child regardless

of linguistic and
cultural background.
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Library staff applies creativity to
fundraising
for Gulf Coast colleagues
Hundreds of librarians and library staff members have
pitched in to raise funds for hurricane relief and adopted
libraries. Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts,
celebrated Mardi Gras using such props as a “Booktruck
Named Desire” float (above) and raised more than $1,200
for Southern University at New Orleans in February.
Amesbury (Mass.) Public Library kicked off National
Library Week with a 1950s-style dance to raise funds for
its adopted library—Jefferson Parish’s Lakeshore Library in
Metairie, Louisiana....

Forget about “Katrina cough”
Despite claims that there have been more coughs, sore
throats, and runny noses since Hurricane Katrina roared
through the New Orleans area, a new state health
department study has found that the monster storm’s
lingering local effects do not include an increase in severe
respiratory problems....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 19

Katrina’s tide carries many to hopeful shores
The New York Times analyzed relocation patterns in 17
counties in and around Atlanta and Houston, two leading
destinations for Katrina evacuees. The average evacuee has
landed in a neighborhood with nearly twice the income as the
one left behind, less than half as much poverty, and
significantly higher levels of education, employment, and
home ownership....
New York Times, Apr. 23

Renovation and repair at Dillard University
(subscription required)
Over the course of eight years, Arthur J. Clement oversaw
$55 million in renovation and new construction on Dillard
University’s historic campus in New Orleans. Then he watched
with horror as Hurricane Katrina washed much of the work
away....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 28

production, purchase
order production,
submission and
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subscription renewals,
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See American Libraries

HOT JOBS ONLINE
for more career
opportunities.

Check out the new
ALA Editions

Spring-Summer
2006 catalog for
new publications

(PDF file).

 

May 2006

http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/gcfundraising.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/gcfundraising.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/gcfundraising.htm
http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/library-100/1145428264168770.xml&coll=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/us/23diaspora.html
http://chronicle.com/weekly/v52/i34/34b00401.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/hotjobsonline/hotjobsonline.htm
http://www.alastore.ala.org/img/609.pdf


AL Direct, April 26, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/april/042606.htm[7/17/2014 11:32:09 AM]

Money worth spending
Wetlands restoration has been pushed to the bottom of a
very long post-hurricane priority list. That may not be
surprising, but it is a big mistake. The future of the region’s
habitability is tied to the health of its wetlands. Long before
there were levees to hold back the floodwaters, there were
wetlands acting as a buffer....
New York Times, Apr. 23

New Orleans Museum of Art welcomes ALA
NOMA (in City Park, a short taxi ride from the Convention
Center) offers free admission on June 23–25 to ALA
attendees who bring their conference name tags. Librarian
Sheila A. Cork can offer a limited number of tours of the
Felix J. Dreyfous Library on Friday, June 23, between 1:30
and 3:30 p.m., if you e-mail her well in advance....
New Orleans Museum of Art

ALCTS Publishing releases new
spring titles
Five new titles from ALCTS include a
selection of the writings of Ross Atkinson,
preservation cost analysis, managing
electronic resources, the future of the library
catalog, and knowledge management....

ALSC 2006 National Institute
registration open
“Children’s Services Today and Tomorrow” is the theme of
ALSC’s 2006 National Institute, to be held September 14–16
at the Hilton Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania....

ChoiceReviews.online to get a
new look this summer
ChoiceReviews.online has been totally
redesigned and will be relaunched as
CRO2 in the summer. The service will
have a new user-friendly interface and
expanded functionality. CRO2
subscribers will have access to 115,000
Choice reviews, as well as all editorial content from recent
issues of Choice....

New ASCLA online course
ASCLA is introducing “Selecting Spanish-Language Materials
for Adults,” its first internet-based course designed for library
staff serving Spanish-speaking populations. The course
includes threaded discussions and chat sessions, and will be

Stories inside include:

Leaders As
Readers

Opening New
Worlds for Latino

Children

The Higher
Purpose of

Libraries and
Librarianship

As of April 20,
contributions to the

Cultural
Communities Fund
stood at $231,806.
Please help us meet

our 2005–2006 goal of
raising $115,000 more
by July 31 in order to

qualify for up to
$80,000 in matching

funds from the
National Endowment
for the Humanities.

June 1–2:
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held on August 21–September 15 and October 23–November
17....

Loriene Roy receives 2006 Equality Award
Loriene Roy, professor in the School of Information at the
University of Texas at Austin, is the 2006 recipient of the
ALA Equality Award, which recognizes contributions for
promoting equality in the library profession....

Janice Trapp wins the Sullivan Award
Janice Trapp, director of the James V. Brown Library in
Williamsport, Pa., is the recipient of the Sullivan Award for
Public Library Administrators Supporting Services to Children
Award. The award, donated by Peggy Sullivan, honors an
individual who has shown exceptional understanding and
support of public library service to children....

Trina Magi named Futas winner
Trina Magi, government documents librarian at the University
of Vermont in Burlington is the winner of the Elizabeth Futas
Catalyst for Change Award. Magi played a pivotal role in
mobilizing opposition to Section 215 (the library records
provision) of the USA Patriot Act....

Thomson Gale Financial Development Award
winner
The Arley (Ala.) Public Library is the 2006 recipient of ALA’s
Thomas Gale Financial Development Award. The award,
$2,500 and a citation donated by Thomson Gale, is presented
annually to a library organization that exhibited meritorious
achievement in carrying out a library financial development
project....

Beta Phi Mu Award recipient named
Lois Mai Chan, professor at the University of Kentucky School
of Library and Information Science, is the 2006 recipient of
the Beta Phi Mu Award, presented to a library school faculty
member or to an individual for distinguished service to
education in librarianship....

AASL selects 2006 NSLMPY Award
winners
The Hilliard (Ohio) City School District; the
Biblioteca Las Américas in Mercedes, Texas; and
Kapolei (Hawaii) High School are the winners of
AASL’s National School Library Media Program of
the Year Award....

EBSCO/ALA Conference Scholarship Award
The winners of the 2006 EBSCO/ALA Conference Scholarship
Award are Rita Baladad, Tina Bradley, Emily Chandler, Amy
Joanne Chow, Nancy Cope, Angela Gonzalez, Teresa Maria
Mares, Cassandra Plater, Mildred Walters, and Li Zhang....

Human-Computer
Interaction
Laboratory, 23rd
Annual
Symposium,
University of
Maryland, College
Park. Contact: 301-
405-2769, or e-
mail.

June 5–16:
German Script
Course at the
Moravian Archives,
Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania.
Contact: 610-866-
3255, or e-mail.

June 11–14:
Special Libraries
Association,
Annual Conference,
Baltimore.
“Baltimore—Where
Tradition and
Transformation
Converge.”

June 11–15:
Joint Conference
on Digital
Libraries,
University of North
Carolina, Chapel
Hill. “Opening
Information
Horizons.”

June 12-14:
Current Issues:
Books in Spanish
for Young
Readers,
Barahona Center
for the Study of
Books in Spanish
for Children and
Adolescents,
California State
University, San
Marcos. Contact:
Isabel Schon, 760-
750-4070.

June 19–20:
Fedora Users
Conference,
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Elsevier reviews its subscription model
Elsevier is assessing new pricing models that could see
archive databases included with journal subscriptions. The
scientific publishing giant is collaborating with major libraries
and believes there is demand for a return to title-by-title
subscriptions with the added benefit of access to
comprehensive databases....
Information World Review, Apr. 24

Falcons at the Evanston
Public Library
For the third year in a row, peregrine
falcons have chosen to nest at the
Evanston (Ill.) Public Library. The nest
isn’t visible from either inside or outside
the library, so the staff set up a
FalconCam to monitor the hatching process. The video
updates every few minutes....
Evanston Public Library

Author Nicholas Basbanes
dedicates Army library in
Iraq
My escort on what was the unlikeliest
of bibliophilic adventures, Lt. Col. Brian
C. McNerney, took me to a recreation
center in which a new library was
about to open its doors to eager readers at LSA Anaconda
near Balad, Iraq. The freshly installed wooden shelves had
been stocked through the efforts of octogenarian Army
veterans in the United States....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 24

San Bernardino County supervisor urged to
keep manga book on shelf
Two weeks after ordering the removal of a comic book that
contained explicit graphic images from the San Bernardino
(Calif.) County Library, First District Supervisor Bill Postmus
has received a letter from the National Coalition Against
Censorship in which he is accused of censoring a “critically
acclaimed book.”...
Vacaville (Calif.) Daily Press, Apr. 25

Library-related cartoon caption contest
provokes merriment
There were three winning entries (and eight honorable
mentions) to create a caption for a cartoon featuring a
rough-looking motorcyclist staffing the reference desk...
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, Apr. 23

Altered Books available for check-out
Last year, the Portland (Maine) Public Library joined forces
with the Maine College of Art for a project in which artists
were invited to take any of the library’s discarded volumes
and do with them as they pleased. In February, 186 altered
books were put into circulation, and within two weeks about
100 had been checked out. Some library patrons used them
as centerpieces at dinner parties, others held mini-exhibitions

University of
Virginia,
Charlottesville.

July 30-Aug.
1:
Church and
Synagogue
Library
Association,
Annual Conference,
Greensboro, North
Carolina. “North
Carolina Shines on
Congregational
Libraries.” Contact:
Judy Janzen, 800-
542-2752.

Aug. 16–17:
Ohio Library
Council, Children’s
and Young Adult
Services
Conference,
Columbus. 614-
416-2258

More Datebook
items...

 

“If any parent
wishes to restrict
their children’s
reading material, let
them deal with it as
a family issue—their
family, not
everyone’s. Those
who promote
tolerance will
certainly support
Grassroots
members’ right to
choose suitable
reading material for
their own children.
They expect the
same courtesy
extended to their
families.”

—Editorial on the call by the
group Grassroots American
Values to restrict children’s
access to certain “disturbing”
books, Sandusky (Ohio)
Register,  Feb. 24.

http://www.iwr.co.uk/information-world-review/news/2154589/elsevier-reviews-journal-models
http://www.evanston.lib.il.us/falconcam/
http://www.evanston.lib.il.us/falconcam/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-basbanes24apr24,0,2568872.story?coll=la-news-comment-opinions
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-basbanes24apr24,0,2568872.story?coll=la-news-comment-opinions
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-basbanes24apr24,0,2568872.story?coll=la-news-comment-opinions
http://www.vvdailypress.com/2006/114597098999319.html
http://www.vvdailypress.com/2006/114597098999319.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06113/684139-294.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06113/684139-294.stm
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/arts/design/23suth.html
http://www.meca.edu/Meca_Galleries/Altered_Book.aspx
http://cslainfo.org/conference.html
http://cslainfo.org/conference.html
http://cslainfo.org/conference.html
http://cslainfo.org/conference.html
http://www.olc.org/ChildrensandYA.asp
http://www.olc.org/ChildrensandYA.asp
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.htm


AL Direct, April 26, 2006

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/april/042606.htm[7/17/2014 11:32:09 AM]

in their homes....
New York Times, Apr. 23

List of Web 2.0 products and services
Confused about what Web 2.0 is all about? There are now
many Web 2.0 services that could replace current desktop
applications. Here is a major apps list, arranged by popular
vote....
Listible

The world’s greatest library
Established 206 years ago, on April 24, 1800, the Library of
Congress was initially intended merely to provide reference
assistance for a small number of government workers. But
thanks in large part to the efforts of one visionary Civil War–
era assistant librarian, it was ultimately built up into one of
the most impressive repositories of human knowledge on the
planet....
American Heritage, Apr. 24

What students have to say about academic
libraries (Podcast or streaming video)
Five Arizona State University students from various academic
backgrounds were engaged as a panel by moderator JoAnn
Mulvihill on February 17. Panelists sounded off on what types
of technologies they preferred to use, what time and where
they preferred to write papers, how they learned about how
to use the library, and what improvements they’d like to
see....
Arizona State University

The devaluing of higher education
In 2005–2006, average faculty salaries increased by less than
the inflation rate for the second consecutive year, making
faculty positions less appealing for the next generation of
scholars. That is one of the findings of the AAUP’s annual
report on faculty compensation....
American Association of University Professors, Apr. 24

Jet-age design for Mexican
library
More than 200 Boeing 727 and 737
fuselages are stacked in a north-
south slant in relation to sun
exposure for energy efficiency in this design for a new Jalisco
Library in Guadalajara, Mexico, by the New York architecture
firm LOT-EK. The building utilizes the space inside the
fuselages to contain and organize functions that require
enclosed spaces—such as book collections, meeting rooms,
and administration offices....
Noticias Arquitectura, Apr. 17

Audio preservation and restoration directory
(PDF file)
This directory lists companies and individuals who offer
services, equipment, or supplies for audio preservation and
restoration....
Association for Recorded Sound Collections
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The great library card
collection
13-year-old Cory Peterson of Suisun
City, California, has spent his past five
summer vacations touring U.S. public
libraries in quest of library cards to add
to his collection. Your library could be on his 2006 trip list.
Check out his website to see part of the collection....
Cory Peterson

 

http://librarycards.expage.com/index.html
http://librarycards.expage.com/index.html
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the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.
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<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>

POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
On April 11, the Library of Congress picked 50 recordings to add to its National Recording Registry. Which one or 
two recordings would you have picked?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2259CZ7TYND

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
April 19 poll:

Would you willingly forego a salary increase or sacrifice benefits to help your library through a financial crisis?

YES.............42%
NO..............58%

(261 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
MARC creator Henriette Avram dies
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/avram.htm
Henriette Avram, credited with the development and implementation of the MARC (Machine Readable Cataloging) 
format, died April 22 at age 86. Avram, who retired from the Library of Congress in 1992 after 26 years of service, 
was named LC’s first director for processing systems, networks, and automation planning in 1980....

FBI seeks to search journalist’s archives for classified documents
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/anderson.htm
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The FBI is demanding access to some 200 boxes of the papers and notes of Jack Anderson that the late investigative 
journalist’s family is donating to the George Washington University library to remove any leaked classified documents. 
However, the family has resisted the government’s efforts, claiming that turning over the materials would be 
inconsistent with the reporter’s life work....

Harassment claim dropped against Ohio State librarian
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/mansfield.htm
Ohio State University officials have found no evidence that a librarian at the school’s Mansfield campus engaged in 
harassment when he suggested four best-selling conservative books be added to the freshman reading list....

Gwinnett board chair resigns over director hearing
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/gwinnett.htm
A testy exchange between two patrons and Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public Library Executive Director Jo Ann Pinder on 
March 17 led to trustees calling a special hearing to decide whether to discipline Pinder. However, two days before the 
April 17 hearing took place, board Chair Dan English submitted his letter of resignation....

Miami school board blocks reconsideration end run
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/miamidade.htm
The board of the Miami–Dade County Public Schools voted 6–3 April 18 not to interfere with the system’s established 
materials-reconsideration process in the review of A Visit to Cuba, which has been challenged by a Cuban 
expatriate....

LC, British Library support e-journal standard
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/ejournals.htm
The Library of Congress and the British Library have agreed on a common standard for scholarly electronic journals 
that will help ensure long-term access to online content....

Brooklyn takes criticism for closed branch
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/brownsville.htm
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library officials came under fire at a town hall meeting April 19 for closing the Brownsville 
branch for one week after a staff member was injured breaking up a fight March 15....

Hanover to keep Guthrie name on public library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/hanoverpa.htm
The Hanover (Pa.) Public Service Committee voted 8–2 April 17 to send a motion to the borough council approving 
the name of its new library as the “Guthrie Memorial Library, Hanover’s Public Library.”...

Wind gust tears roof off school library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/windgust.htm
Wind removed the 2,100-square-foot roof of the Mountain Elementary School Library in Los Alamos, New Mexico, 
on April 15. The damage occurred early on a Saturday and was not discovered until the local Key Club came to paint 
at the school that day....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Free teleconference on “Confronting the Crisis in Library Education”
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/Freeteleconfoncrisiseduc.htm
ALA President Michael Gorman will host a free national satellite teleconference on Friday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. CDT. “Confronting the Crisis in Library Education” will address the question of whether today’s library 
education programs are doing an adequate job of training the next generation of librarians and discuss the related 
issues of continuing education and certification.... 
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Gorman responds to FBI efforts to access Anderson papers
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/andersonFBI.htm
ALA President Michael Gorman issued a statement April 21 in the wake of reported efforts by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to access the personal papers of journalist Jack Anderson.... 

Shades of Glory chronicles the story of African-American baseball
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ShadesofGlory.htm
The Campaign for America’s Libraries announced a new Annual Conference program entitled “Shades of Glory: The 
Negro Leagues and the Story of African-American Baseball,” which will feature James L. Gates, library director at the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y....

PR Forum to focus on word-of-mouth marketing
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/PRForummarketing.htm
“Word-of-mouth marketing” is the latest buzzword when it comes to promoting your library, but what does it really 
mean? The PR Forum will take place in New Orleans on Sunday, June 25, from 8 to 10 a.m. The program is geared 
toward library public relations and marketing professionals but is open to any ALA member wishing to attend....

SELA joins Advocacy Institute sponsors
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/SELibraryAssInstitute.htm
The Southeastern Library Association has joined the list of cosponsors for the ALA Advocacy Institute, scheduled for 
Friday, June 23, during Annual Conference in New Orleans....

Booklist Online 
*******************************
Featured review: reference
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=reference
Growing Up with Science. Marshall Cavendish, 2005 (0-7614-7505-2). Gr. 6–9. As we read all the bad press about the 
state of science knowledge among American students, it is heartening to see such a colorful and useful encyclopedia 
available for middle-school readers. This set, the third edition of a title last published back in 1990, explains many of 
the most complicated aspects of science and technology, such as how laser disks and computers work, in clear and 
precise language with the help of beautiful color photographs and drawings....
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Library staff applies creativity to fundraising for Gulf Coast colleagues
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/gcfundraising.htm
Hundreds of librarians and library staff members have pitched in to raise funds for hurricane relief and adopted 
libraries. Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts, celebrated Mardi Gras using such props as a “Booktruck Named 
Desire” float (above) and raised more than $1,200 for Southern University at New Orleans in February. Amesbury 
(Mass.) Public Library kicked off National Library Week with a 1950s-style dance to raise funds for its adopted 
library—Jefferson Parish’s Lakeshore Library in Metairie, Louisiana....
 

Forget about “Katrina cough”
http://www.nola.com/archives/t-p/index.ssf?/base/library-100/1145428264168770.xml&coll=1
Despite claims that there have been more coughs, sore throats, and runny noses since Hurricane Katrina roared through 
the New Orleans area, a new state health department study has found that the monster storm’s lingering local effects do 
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not include an increase in severe respiratory problems....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Apr. 19

Katrina’s tide carries many to hopeful shores
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/us/23diaspora.html
The New York Times analyzed relocation patterns in 17 counties in and around Atlanta and Houston, two leading 
destinations for Katrina evacuees. The average evacuee has landed in a neighborhood with nearly twice the income as 
the one left behind, less than half as much poverty, and significantly higher levels of education, employment, and 
home ownership....
New York Times, Apr. 23

Renovation and repair at Dillard University (subscription required)
http://chronicle.com/weekly/v52/i34/34b00401.htm
Over the course of eight years, Arthur J. Clement oversaw $55 million in renovation and new construction on Dillard 
University’s historic campus in New Orleans. Then he watched with horror as Hurricane Katrina washed much of the 
work away....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 28

Money worth spending
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/opinion/23sun2.html
Wetlands restoration has been pushed to the bottom of a very long post-hurricane priority list. That may not be 
surprising, but it is a big mistake. The future of the region’s habitability is tied to the health of its wetlands. Long 
before there were levees to hold back the floodwaters, there were wetlands acting as a buffer....
New York Times, Apr. 23

New Orleans Museum of Art welcomes ALA
http://www.noma.org/index.html
NOMA (in City Park, a short taxi ride from the Convention Center) offers free admission on June 23–25 to ALA 
attendees who bring their conference name tags. Librarian Sheila A. Cork can offer a limited number of tours of the 
Felix J. Dreyfous Library on Friday, June 23, between 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., if you e-mail her well in advance....
New Orleans Museum of Art 

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
ALCTS Publishing releases new spring titles
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ALCTSspringtitles.htm
Five new titles from ALCTS include a selection of the writings of Ross Atkinson, preservation cost analysis, 
managing electronic resources, the future of the library catalog, and knowledge management....

ALSC 2006 National Institute registration open
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ALSC2006Institute.htm
“Children’s Services Today and Tomorrow” is the theme of ALSC’s 2006 National Institute, to be held September 14–
16 at the Hilton Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania....

ChoiceReviews.online to get a new look this summer
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/choice/choicereviews/cro2info.htm
ChoiceReviews.online has been totally redesigned and will be relaunched as CRO2 in the summer. The service will 
have a new user-friendly interface and expanded functionality. CRO2 subscribers will have access to 115,000 Choice 
reviews, as well as all editorial content from recent issues of Choice.... 

New ASCLA online course
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http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/ASCLASpanishLanguagemat.htm
ASCLA is introducing “Selecting Spanish-Language Materials for Adults,” its first internet-based course designed for 
library staff serving Spanish-speaking populations. The course includes threaded discussions and chat sessions, and 
will be held on August 21–September 15 and October 23–November 17....

AWARDS 
*******************************
Loriene Roy receives 2006 Equality Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/Roy2006EqualityAward.htm
Loriene Roy, professor in the School of Information at the University of Texas at Austin, is the 2006 recipient of the 
ALA Equality Award, which recognizes contributions for promoting equality in the library profession....

Janice Trapp wins the Sullivan Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/TrappwinsSullivanAward.htm
Janice Trapp, director of the James V. Brown Library in Williamsport, Pa., is the recipient of the Sullivan Award for 
Public Library Administrators Supporting Services to Children Award. The award, donated by Peggy Sullivan, honors 
an individual who has shown exceptional understanding and support of public library service to children.... 

Trina Magi named Futas winner
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/MaginamedFutaswinner.htm
Trina Magi, government documents librarian at the University of Vermont in Burlington is the winner of the Elizabeth 
Futas Catalyst for Change Award. Magi played a pivotal role in mobilizing opposition to Section 215 (the library 
records provision) of the USA Patriot Act....

Thomson Gale Financial Development Award winner
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/GaleDevelopmentaward.htm
The Arley (Ala.) Public Library is the 2006 recipient of ALA’s Thomas Gale Financial Development Award. The 
award, $2,500 and a citation donated by Thomson Gale, is presented annually to a library organization that exhibited 
meritorious achievement in carrying out a library financial development project....

Beta Phi Mu Award recipient named
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/BetaPhiMuawardwinner.htm
Lois Mai Chan, professor at the University of Kentucky School of Library and Information Science, is the 2006 
recipient of the Beta Phi Mu Award, presented to a library school faculty member or to an individual for distinguished 
service to education in librarianship.... 

AASL selects 2006 NSLMPY Award winners
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/AASL2006NSLMPYwinners.htm
The Hilliard (Ohio) City School District; the Biblioteca Las Américas in Mercedes, Texas; and Kapolei (Hawaii) High 
School are the winners of AASL’s National School Library Media Program of the Year Award....

EBSCO/ALA Conference Scholarship Award
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/2006EBSCOALAawardwinner.htm
The winners of the 2006 EBSCO/ALA Conference Scholarship Award are Rita Baladad, Tina Bradley, Emily 
Chandler, Amy Joanne Chow, Nancy Cope, Angela Gonzalez, Teresa Maria Mares, Cassandra Plater, Mildred Walters, 
and Li Zhang....
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SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
Elsevier reviews its subscription model
http://www.iwr.co.uk/information-world-review/news/2154589/elsevier-reviews-journal-models
Elsevier is assessing new pricing models that could see archive databases included with journal subscriptions. The 
scientific publishing giant is collaborating with major libraries and believes there is demand for a return to title-by-title 
subscriptions with the added benefit of access to comprehensive databases....
Information World Review, Apr. 24

Falcons at the Evanston Public Library
http://www.evanston.lib.il.us/falconcam/
For the third year in a row, peregrine falcons have chosen to nest at the Evanston (Ill.) Public Library. The nest isn’t 
visible from either inside or outside the library, so the staff set up a FalconCam to monitor the hatching process. The 
video updates every few minutes....
Evanston Public Library

Author Nicholas Basbanes dedicates Army library in Iraq
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-basbanes24apr24,0,2568872.story?coll=la-news-comment-
opinions
My escort on what was the unlikeliest of bibliophilic adventures, Lt. Col. Brian C. McNerney, took me to a recreation 
center in which a new library was about to open its doors to eager readers at LSA Anaconda near Balad, Iraq. The 
freshly installed wooden shelves had been stocked through the efforts of octogenarian Army veterans in the United 
States....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 24

San Bernardino County supervisor urged to keep manga book on shelf
http://www.vvdailypress.com/2006/114597098999319.html
Two weeks after ordering the removal of a comic book that contained explicit graphic images from the San Bernardino 
(Calif.) County Library, First District Supervisor Bill Postmus has received a letter from the National Coalition 
Against Censorship in which he is accused of censoring a “critically acclaimed book.”...
Vacaville (Calif.) Daily Press, Apr. 25

Library-related cartoon caption contest provokes merriment
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06113/684139-294.stm
There were three winning entries (and eight honorable mentions) to create a caption for a cartoon featuring a rough-
looking motorcyclist staffing the reference desk...
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, Apr. 23

Altered Books available for check-out
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/arts/design/23suth.html
Last year, the Portland (Maine) Public Library joined forces with the Maine College of Art for a project in which 
artists were invited to take any of the library’s discarded volumes and do with them as they pleased. In February, 186 
altered books were put into circulation, and within two weeks about 100 had been checked out. Some library patrons 
used them as centerpieces at dinner parties, others held mini-exhibitions in their homes....
New York Times, Apr. 23

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
List of Web 2.0 products and services
http://www.listible.com/list/complete-list-of-web-2-0-products-and-services
Confused about what Web 2.0 is all about? There are now many Web 2.0 services that could replace current desktop 
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applications. Here is a major apps list, arranged by popular vote....
Listible 

The world’s greatest library
http://www.americanheritage.com/articles/web/20060424-library-congress-washington-dc-elbridge-gerry-congress-
thomas-jefferson-monticello-ainsworth-spofford-rutherford-hayes.shtml
Established 206 years ago, on April 24, 1800, the Library of Congress was initially intended merely to provide 
reference assistance for a small number of government workers. But thanks in large part to the efforts of one visionary 
Civil War–era assistant librarian, it was ultimately built up into one of the most impressive repositories of human 
knowledge on the planet....
American Heritage, Apr. 24

What students have to say about academic libraries (Podcast or streaming video)
http://www.asu.edu/lib/podcasts/#student
Five Arizona State University students from various academic backgrounds were engaged as a panel by moderator 
JoAnn Mulvihill on February 17. Panelists sounded off on what types of technologies they preferred to use, what time 
and where they preferred to write papers, how they learned about how to use the library, and what improvements 
they’d like to see....
Arizona State University

The devaluing of higher education
http://www.aaup.org/surveys/06z/zrep.htm
In 2005–2006, average faculty salaries increased by less than the inflation rate for the second consecutive year, making 
faculty positions less appealing for the next generation of scholars. That is one of the findings of the AAUP’s annual 
report on faculty compensation....
American Association of University Professors, Apr. 24

Jet-age design for Mexican library
http://www.noticiasarquitectura.info/especiales/biblio-jalisco-lot-ek.htm
More than 200 Boeing 727 and 737 fuselages are stacked in a north-south slant in relation to sun exposure for energy 
efficiency in this design for a new Jalisco Library in Guadalajara, Mexico, by the New York architecture firm LOT-
EK. The building utilizes the space inside the fuselages to contain and organize functions that require enclosed spaces
—such as book collections, meeting rooms, and administration offices....
Noticias Arquitectura, Apr. 17

Audio preservation and restoration directory (PDF file)
http://www.arsc-audio.org/Directory2005-07-25.pdf
This directory lists companies and individuals who offer services, equipment, or supplies for audio preservation and 
restoration....
Association for Recorded Sound Collections

The great library card collection
http://librarycards.expage.com/index.html
13-year-old Cory Peterson of Suisun City, California, has spent his past five summer vacations touring U.S. public 
libraries in quest of library cards to add to his collection. Your library could be on his 2006 trip list. Check out his 
website to see part of the collection....
Cory Peterson
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AMERICAN LIBRARIES DIRECT
May 3, 2006 

AL Direct is a weekly electronic newsletter sent by 
the American Library Association every Wednesday 
to personal members by e-mail as a perquisite of membership.

Click here to view the online version of our email:
<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>

POLL: What do YOU think?
*******************************
Will the Library of Congress’ decision to cease creating series authority records affect your library’s technical or 
public service capability?

Click here 
to ANSWER!
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB225A2P398BD

This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have chosen to participate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Results of the
April 26 poll:

On April 11, the Library of Congress picked 50 recordings to add to its National Recording Registry. Which one or 
two recordings would you have picked?

The Beatles and Frank Zappa were chosen twice; classic blues and jazz recordings were favored, as well as historical 
speeches and newscasts.

(36 responses)

For cumulated results and selected responses to all AL Direct polls, visit the AL Online website.
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/2006pollresults/2006polls.htm

U.S. & WORLD NEWS
*******************************
NARA releases document reclassification audit
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/reclass.htm
According to an audit conducted by the National Archives and Records Administration, more than one-third of some 
25,000 documents withdrawn from public availability by U.S. intelligence and security agencies since 1999 did not 
contain any classified information affecting national security....

Morgan Library to reopen after $106-million expansion
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/morgan.htm
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The Pierpont Morgan Library in New York reopened April 29 after a three-year, $106-million expansion designed by 
Pritzker Prize–winning architect Renzo Piano....

Harry Potter faces the challenge from Georgia
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/pottergwinnett.htm
The latest in a succession of challenges to the wildly popular Harry Potter series is taking place in the Gwinnett 
County (Ga.) Public Schools, where school board members held a hearing April 20 about whether the novels should be 
removed from the shelves of the suburban Atlanta system’s media centers....

Design firm files suit over Indianapolis library
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/indianapolis.htm
Less than a week after the Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library board fired the original firm hired to design and 
implement the library’s expansion project, the architects have sued the library for breach of contract....

Columbus teen sentenced for library crash
http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2006abc/april2006ab/columbuscrash.htm
A youth who pleaded guilty to stealing a Cadillac that crashed into the Livingston branch of the Columbus (Ohio) 
Metropolitan Library in February was sentenced April 27 to at least one year in juvenile prison and 120 hours of 
community service....

ALA NEWS 
*******************************
Loriene Roy elected ALA president for 2007–2008
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/alaprez07.htm
Loriene Roy, professor at the University of Texas at Austin’s School of Information, has been elected ALA president 
for the 2007–2008 term. Roy won over William Crowe, director of the Kenneth Spencer Research Library at the 
University of Kansas....

Members approve dues increase
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/duesapproved.htm
ALA members have endorsed a proposal to increase personal membership dues. As of September 2006, ALA regular 
members will pay $10 more per year over a three-year period. “This is a vote of confidence in the work of the 
Association and the goals of ALA Ahead to 2010,” said ALA President Michael Gorman....

ALA Councilors elected
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/councilors06.htm
Thirty-three members have been elected to ALA Council for three-year terms. Eight other Councilors also have been 
elected for 2006–2009. View the full list of names on the ALA website....

Wood, Sancton, and Cooper headline Auditorium Speaker Series
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/AuditoriumSpeakerSeries.htm
Room to Read’s John Wood will kick off the Annual Conference series Saturday, June 24, at 8:30 a.m. Later on 
Saturday, author/musician Tom Sancton (right) and his jazz ensemble will present a visual, literary, and musical 
journey back to 1950s and 1960s New Orleans. Journalist Anderson Cooper will keynote the Public Library 
Association President’s Program and Awards Presentation Monday, June 26, at 5 p.m....

Starr to discuss “Reading: The Essential Skill”
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/StarronreadingatPP.htm
Noted scholar and librarian Kevin Starr will discuss the enduring importance of reading and literacy at the ALA 
President’s Program in New Orleans, June 25, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. The author of numerous newspaper and 
magazine articles, Starr has written 10 books, seven of which are part of his “Americans and the California Dream” 
series....
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Gorman to host forum on international library education at Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/GormanhostForumlibraryed.htm
ALA President Michael Gorman will convene a half-day Forum on International Library Education Friday, June 23, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. A distinguished faculty of library educators from Latin America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and North 
America will present papers and lead panel discussions exploring issues in library education in the international 
arena....

Step up to the plate @ your library
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/stepupkickoff.htm
ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum officially launched an initiative April 28 entitled Step Up to 
the Plate @ your library®. The national program, which was unveiled at the St. Louis Public Library and Busch 
Stadium, is designed to encourage fans of all ages to test their knowledge of baseball trivia while improving their 
literacy skills....

Poets Laureate and award-winning authors are scheduled for ALA Annual Conference
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/PoetsLaureateatAnnual.htm
Gail Godwin (right), William Henry Lewis, Brenda Marie Osbey, Robert Pinsky, Susan Straight, and others will read 
from their works on the LIVE! @ your library Reading Stage at the upcoming ALA Annual Conference in New 
Orleans, June 22–28....

Abstracts of poster sessions available
http://www.lib.jmu.edu/org/ala/abstracts/#TOC
Plan now to visit with poster session presenters at ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, and choose among such 
topics as the incredibly shrinking ready reference collection, engaging students in the game of research, how to benefit 
from international exchanges, and wikis for reference services....

Adult and family literacy is theme for 2006 Diversity Fair
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/2006DiversityFair.htm
This year, the ALA Diversity Fair will initiate a pilot strategy of showcasing a range of programs with a common 
theme, adult and family literacy services in libraries. The Ninth Annual Diversity Fair will take place on Saturday, June 
24, from 3 to 5 p.m., during ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans....

First class of certification applicants approved
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/Firstclasscertification.htm
The Certified Public Library Administrator Program now has 16 candidates for certification. The CPLA Certification 
Review Committee approved them on National Library Workers Day, April 4.... 

Daniel Bradbury to serve as Endowment trustee
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/BradburyEndowmentTrustee.htm
Daniel J. Bradbury, vice president of Gossage Sager Associates, has been elected to serve as ALA’s newest 
Endowment Trustee. The Executive Board made the selection during its 2006 spring meeting.... 

Booklist Online 
*******************************
The year’s best crime novels
http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1638865
The new guys and gals on the crime block aren’t limiting themselves to accepted formulas. Rather, they encompass a 
wide range of subgenres, taking familiar styles in unexpected directions—from a decidedly dark-hued legal thriller to 
a pair of outdoor mysteries starring game-warden sleuths, a comic crime novel about a fallen WASP, two small-town 
cop dramas in which remote locations become fully developed characters in the action, a felt-topped gambling thriller, 
an offbeat literary detective novel, and finally, a corruption-drenched Italian procedural that blends historical detail 
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with contemporary cynicism....

A hard-boiled gazetteer to Italy
http://www.booklistonline.com/
Booklist Editor Bill Ott takes a look at how Italy stacks up as a hard-boiled setting. From larcenous medieval popes 
through feuding Mafia families and on to the legions of crooked politicians and power-hungry bureaucrats who keep 
the trains from running in contemporary Italy, the landscape of corruption is as much a fabric of Italian life as extra 
virgin olive oil....
 

NEW ORLEANS UPDATE 
*******************************
Many conference-goers volunteer to help rebuild New Orleans libraries
http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/katrina/katrina.htm
750 attendees have signed up to participate in the Libraries Build Communities projects to help rebuild libraries and 
the communities in and around New Orleans on Friday, June 23, and Tuesday, June 27. With support from Highsmith 
Inc. and Bretford, the Children’s Resource Center, which is a branch of the New Orleans Public Library, will receive 
an extreme makeover of its interior....

A weekend of reunion and rebirth
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/01/arts/music/30pareles.html
One result of Hurricane Katrina has been a renewed interest worldwide in music from New Orleans. Although Jazzfest 
does not compile attendance figures until after the festival ends, it was clearly well attended, with more than 100,000 
tickets sold in advance for its six days. Sets by headliners had sprawling and tightly packed audiences....
New York Times, May 1

New Orleans Jazz Festival: Video clips and commentary
http://music.msn.com/music/neworleansjazz
“Jazz Fest 2006 [is] the great New Orleans homecoming. Anybody who comes to this year’s festival will bear witness 
to the healing power of music.”—Quint Davis, Festival Director....
MSN.music

Star-studded lineup to examine city’s cultural recovery
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/uptotheminute.cfm?recid=3946
First Lady Laura Bush, NBC news anchorman Brian Williams, and New Orleans native and jazz legend Ellis Marsalis 
will join artists, educators, chefs, writers, and other cultural leaders May 30 through June 1 at Tulane University for a 
conference that will examine the role New Orleans’ cultural legacy will play in the recovery from Hurricane Katrina....
New Orleans City Business, May 1

Audubon Aquarium to reopen May 26
http://www.neworleanscitybusiness.com/uptotheminute.cfm?recid=3943
After recovering from the loss of thousands of animals to Hurricane Katrina, the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas 
will reopen May 26. The riverfront attraction spent millions on repairs in the past eight months. Most of its animal 
collection has been replaced through donations and collecting efforts by the aquarium’s animal staff....
New Orleans City Business, May 1

627 restaurants open
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000103&sid=aJmyRbT6iYzQ&refer=us
http://www.nomenu.com/RestaurantsOpen.html
Many New Orleans restaurants are operating with reduced hours and shorter menus than before the storm. Eighteen 
major new restaurants have opened in the metro area since last September. That would be an impressive number even 
in a normal year—let alone this one....



http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2006/april/050306_text_version.txt[7/17/2014 11:32:11 AM]

New Orleans Menu, May 1

New Orleans strives to revive tourism
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000103&sid=aJmyRbT6iYzQ&refer=us
New Orleans has lost 31 conventions since Hurricane Katrina tore through, and officials are battling to attract tourists 
and make up lost revenue. Unless other visitors come in their place, some of the more than 1,500 restaurants, hotels, 
event halls, and Bourbon Street nightclubs may have to close their doors. More than a third of New Orleans’s 86,000 
tourism jobs already have disappeared in Katrina’s wake....
Bloomberg, Apr. 27

Floods killed the fire ants
http://www.wdsu.com/news/9139152/detail.html
Finally, a silver lining in all of that salt water that flooded parts of Louisiana during hurricanes Katrina and Rita—a lot 
of pesky fire ants died. The ants apparently don’t mix well with salt water....
WDSU-TV, May 1

DIVISION NEWS 
*******************************
ACRL National Conference proposals deadline is May 10
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ACRLNationalConfMay10.htm
The deadline for contributed paper, panel session, preconference, and workshop proposals for ACRL’s 13th National 
Conference is Wednesday, May 10. The conference will be held in Baltimore, March 29–April 1, 2007....

ACRL endorses Federal Research Public Access Act
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ACRLendorsesResearchPubl.htm
ACRL has endorsed the Federal Research Public Access Act of 2006, introduced into the U.S. Senate by Sens. John 
Cornyn (R-Tex.) and Joe Lieberman (D-Conn.). This legislation would require that federally funded research 
appearing in peer-reviewed journals be made openly accessible in digital repositories within six months of 
publication.... 

181 libraries selected to host Great Stories CLUB book discussion
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/181librariesGreatStories.htm
The ALA Public Programs Office and YALSA have selected 181 libraries to host the Great Stories CLUB (Connecting 
Libraries, Underserved teens, and Books), a book discussion program targeting troubled teens. In October 2005, ALA 
received an Oprah’s Angel Network Book Club Award of $50,000 to provide funding for this program....

RUSA President’s Program will be “What You'll Read Next: The Buzz of Books”
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/RUSAPresidentsProgram.htm
RUSA will offer the inside scoop on how literary sensations are created at its President’s Program, “What You’ll Read 
Next: The Buzz of Books,” on June 26, 1:30–3:30 p.m., during ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans....

ASCLA President’s Program tackles “Retirement Exodus” of librarians
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/ASCLAPresidentsProgram.htm
ASCLA will tackle the issues surrounding the impending retirement of a generation of librarians at its President’s 
Program, keynoted by William Rothwell (right), titled “Retirement Exodus: Are You and Your Library Organization 
Ready?” on June 25, 8 a.m. to noon, during ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans....

AWARDS 
*******************************
Lackie receives 2006 Haycock award
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http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/may2006/LackiegetsHaycockAward.htm
Robert Lackie, instruction and reference librarian at Rider University in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, is the 2006 
recipient of the Ken Haycock Award for Promoting Librarianship. The award, given annually to honor an individual 
for contributing significantly to the public recognition and appreciation of librarianship through professional 
performance, teaching, or writing, consists of $1,000 and a citation of achievement....

Prudence Adler is 2006 Patterson Copyright Award Winner
http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2006/april2006/pattersonaward.htm
Prudence S. Adler, associate executive director of federal relations and information policy for the Association of 
Research Libraries, is the 2006 recipient of the L. Ray Patterson Copyright Award: In Support of Users’ Rights. For 
more than 27 years, she has worked the gamut of information policy issues important to libraries and higher education 
including intellectual property, telecommunications, and access to government information.... 

SEEN ONLINE
*******************************
First Lady gives library grants to Gulf Coast schools
http://www.abcnews.go.com/GMA/HurricaneKatrina/story?id=1917494
For Laura Bush’s 11th trip to the devastated Gulf Coast, she came bearing a hefty gift: $500,000 worth of grants for 
schools to restock their libraries. Ten grants from the Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries will go to seven 
schools in Louisiana and three schools in Mississippi that were damaged by Hurricane Katrina. The libraries have been 
rebuilt and are ready to receive books....
ABC News, May 3

11-year-old raises $70,000 for Gulf Coast’s damaged libraries
http://www.sunherald.com/mld/thesunherald/living/14477999.htm
There are no strings attached to the $70,000 11-year-old Kelsie Buckley of Morton is presenting to Coast libraries 
starting May 2 at 2:30 p.m. during the Gulfport City Council meeting. She is scheduled to present $50,000 to 
representatives of five libraries destroyed or damaged by Hurricane Katrina in Harrison and Jackson counties....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, May 2

UNM Library closed by fire
http://www.freenewmexican.com/news/43129.html
A fire in the basement of the University of New Mexico’s main library spared its more valuable collections, according 
to UNM officials. The fire that broke out the night of April 30 in Zimmerman Library’s first-level basement burned a 
research collection of bound periodicals, but did not hit the rare manuscripts stored in a different area of the basement, 
said Camila Alire, dean of university libraries....
Santa Fe New Mexican, May 3

Brandeis pulls Palestinian artwork from library exhibit
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2006/05/03/brandeis_pulls_palestinian_art_from_exhibit/
Brandeis University officials have removed artwork that depicts Palestinian children bloodied and injured from an 
exhibit in the school’s library. University officials said the paintings were too one-sided. The paintings were removed 
April 29, four days into a two-week exhibit....
Boston Globe, May 3

English-only measure fails in Colorado
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_3751482
Three measures aimed at the immigration debate died in committee along party lines April 25 amid sometimes-surly 
testimony. Immigration hard-liner Rep. David Schultheis (R-Colorado Springs) proposed putting an issue on the ballot 
in November that would have allowed voters to require the state to conduct official business in English. Schultheis 
originally wanted to bar libraries from purchasing materials in any language but English....
Denver Post, Apr. 26
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24/7 reference in Oregon
http://www.oregonlive.com/living/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/living/1146088514229920.xml&coll=7
For two hours, as other reference librarians throughout Oregon talk with patrons face-to-face, Jennifer May’s job is to 
staff the state’s increasingly popular internet reference chat line, known as L-net. After her shift ends, the cycle will 
continue 24 hours a day, seven days a week, making library resources available around the clock to any Oregonian 
who wants a librarian’s help answering any legitimate question....
Portland Oregonian, Apr. 28

ACTIONS AND ANSWERS
*******************************
LC to cease creating series authority records
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/series.html
The Library of Congress will cease to provide controlled series access in the bibliographic records that its catalogers 
produce. Originally to be effective May 1, the decision has been delayed until June 1. The Library will work with 
affected stakeholder organizations—OCLC, RLG, the Program for Cooperative Cataloging, and the larger library 
community—to mitigate as much as possible the impact of this change....
Library of Congress, Apr. 20

Network neutrality under challenge
http://www.infotoday.com/newsbreaks/nb060501-1.shtml
Valdosta State University LIS Professor Wallace Koehler defines network neutrality as the concept that broadband 
carriers will neither interfere with nor inhibit the free flow of information over the internet. However, the House COPE 
bill proposes to cede control of the internet to the telecoms and cable companies....
Information Today, May 1

Podcasting legal guide: Rules for the revolution
http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Podcasting_Legal_Guide
The main legal issues that are unique to podcasters are related to copyright, publicity rights, and trademark issues. 
Written by Colette Vogele and Mia Garlick for Creative Commons, this guide summarizes the legal concerns of 
creating and distributing a podcast....
Creative Commons, Apr. 27

Background on e-rate, universal service, and network neutrality (PDF file)
http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/nlld/NetNeutral.pdf
The current legislative battle is over the soul of the internet and who will control it and benefit from the build-out of 
advanced broadband services. Many new bills have been introduced in piecemeal fashion in the House and the Senate, 
and the reform process could take several congressional sessions....
ALA Office for Government Relations

NYPL’s Science, Industry, and Business Library marks 10-year anniversary
http://www.nypl.org/research/sibl/services/anniversary.cfm
New York Public Library’s SIBL on May 2 celebrated a decade of serving small business owners, researchers, and 
inventors with a day of free programs, classes, and demonstrations that showcased its year-round programming....
New York Public Library

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh supports local economy
http://www.clpgh.org/about/economicimpact/
In 2005, the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh partnered with Carnegie Mellon University’s Center for Economic 
Development to explore the many ways that the library impacts the economic vitality of the region. The report (PDF 
file) examines both the library’s value to the economy in terms of return on investment as well as its contributions to 
people and their communities....
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Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

University of Maryland scientist helps create virtual science library for Iraq
http://newswire.ascribe.org/cgi-bin/behold.pl?
ascribeid=20060501.113217&time=12%2023%20PDT&year=2006&public=0
University of Maryland scientist D. J. Patil and a small group of colleagues have built a new, scientific library for 
strife-torn Iraq that is making some 17,422 journal titles available to Iraqi scientists and engineers who are decades 
behind in non-military science and technology. Though many Iraqi libraries are hopelessly out of date or have been 
looted, the new library is safe from such problems because it is virtual, with digital documents accessed via the Web....
AScribe newswire, May 1

The First Lady’s recommended reading
http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/initiatives/recommendedreading.html
Laura Bush offers a sampling of excellent books for adults, families, intermediate and independent readers, and young 
children. Among the selections are Katherine Anne Porter’s Ship of Fools, Shel Silverstein’s Where the Sidewalk 
Ends, and Pat Mora’s Tomás and the Library Lady....
The White House

New high in internet usage
http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/182/report_display.asp
The latest Pew Internet and American Life survey (PDF file), fielded from February 15 to April 6, shows that fully 
73% of respondents (about 147 million adults) are internet users, up from 66% (about 133 million adults) in January 
2005. The share of online Americans who say the internet has greatly improved their ability to do their job has grown 
to 35%, up from 24% in March 2001....
Pew Internet & American Life, Apr. 26
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