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Memorial Resolution Honoring Dr. Judith Fingeret Krug

Whereas,
Dr. Judith Fingeret Krug, fierce defender of intellectual freedom, died on April 11, 2009, in Evanston, Illinois; and 

Whereas,
Dr. Krug exhibited extraordinary vigor, creativity, and persistence as the first Director of the American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom (1967–2009), the Executive Director of the Freedom to Read Foundation (1969–2009), and Secretary of the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund (1970–2009); and

Whereas,
During that time, Dr. Krug tenaciously and fearlessly defended the freedom of all Americans of all ages, origins and points of view to read, view, listen to and otherwise access whatever they would choose; and 

Whereas,
In that pursuit, Dr. Krug developed the standard tools for others to use in the advocacy of intellectual freedom, including the Intellectual Freedom Manual and the Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom; and
Whereas,
Dr. Krug continually sought new means of advancing the cause of intellectual freedom, including founding one of the most successful public relations events of the last half century, the annual Banned Books Week celebration; and  

Whereas,
Dr. Krug tirelessly sought to educate librarians and library supporters and instill a passion for the principles of intellectual freedom through innumerable workshops, seminars, graduate courses and most recently, “Lawyers for Libraries” and “Law for Librarians” events around the nation; and  

Whereas,
Dr. Krug traveled ceaselessly to take advantage of every opportunity to advance the cause of intellectual freedom, including testifying before Congress and in the courts, debating advocates of censorship from the right, left and center, being interviewed at a moment’s notice on the latest censorship controversy and speaking in almost every imaginable venue before audiences large and small, including librarians, school media specialists and library supporters at national, state and local conferences and at individual libraries; and 

Whereas,
Dr. Krug served as a friend to the newest members of the profession, mentoring generations of librarians, who have since become leaders, by providing wise counsel and creative opportunities for growth, encouraging their involvement in local, state and national committee service and publication; and  

Whereas,
Dr. Krug served as an invaluable resource person, counselor and friend to countless librarians and library supporters faced with challenges in their local communities; and 
Whereas,
Dr. Krug was an energetic coalition builder, seeking allies in every field of endeavor in which First Amendment rights were of interest, making the American Library Association a nationally and internationally recognized leader in the defense of liberty, resulting in changes in American law in state houses across the nation and in the Supreme Court of the United States, most notably the 1997 Supreme Court opinion declaring that the First Amendment applies without limitation to the information on the Internet; and
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Whereas,
Dr. Krug was recognized with numerous awards celebrating her unflagging defense of First Amendment liberties, including the Irita Van Doren Award, the Harry Kalven Freedom of Expression Award, the Joseph P. Lippincott Award, the William J. Brennan, Jr. Award, and a Doctor of Humane Letters from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; and

Whereas,
Dr. Krug has been awarded the American Library Association’s highest honor, Honorary Membership, for service to the profession; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,
That the American Library Association (ALA):
1.
 Expresses its most profound appreciation for the life and work of Dr. Judith Fingeret Krug in service to the American Library Association and its members, to the libraries of the United States of America, their staff and their communities, and to the cause of intellectual freedom and the defense of the people’s right to read, view, hear or access whatever they would choose; and
2.
Expresses its sincerest sympathies and deepest thanks to the family of Dr. Krug and especially to her husband, Herbert, for their unstinting support of her work in our common cause; and

3.
Sends copies of this resolution to her family and be shared with the membership of the Association by publication in American Libraries. 9-4159.


Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association

Wednesday, July 15, 2009

In Chicago, Illinois
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Keith Michael Fiels

ALA Executive Director and ALA Council Secretary

