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Presentations

Cataloging Fashion Show Invitations by Melissa Raymond

Jackie Robinson Comic Books by Daniela Rovida

Pennsylvania Dutch Tin Nursing Can by Caitlin Lenox

Fab Grèk = Fables Grecques : traduction kréol larényon : Jean Louis Robert by Natalie 
Kazmin

Cataloging Star Trek Fan Fiction with Homosaurus by Indica Mattson



CATALOGING 
FASHION SHOW 
INVITATIONS
The Irene Lewisohn Costume Reference 
Library at the Metropolitan Museum of Art















Challenges & 
Current Work

■ Lack of 
documentation/standardization 
for cataloging fashion 
resources  Developing 
standards

■ Lack of terms represented in LC 
vocabularies  LCSH, LCGFT 
proposals to fill in gaps in 
authorized vocabularies; NAR 
creation

■ Outreach to other libraries 
working on similar items





Melissa Raymond
Cataloging & Metadata Librarian

Thomas J. Watson Library
melissa.Raymond@metmuseum.org

@metlibrary|@metmuseum

mailto:melissa.Raymond@metmuseum.org
https://www.instagram.com/metlibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/metmuseum/


Fa ll 20 23 RBM S 
Webin a r   

Co o l Th in gs  
We Ca t a lo ged  

Dan iela  Rovida

Jack ie  
Ro b in s o n  

Co m ic bo o k s



Jackie  Robin son  r eceives  t h r ea t s  
from  h a t e  grou p s  

Jackie  Robin son  p or t r ayed  as  
a  baseba ll h ero



Jackie  
Robin son  
faces  
h a rassm en t  
on  t h e fie ld  
from  
op p os in g 
t eam s .



Title and title’s variations

Jackie  Robin son  p or t r ayed  as  a  su ccess fu l 
p layer  an d  a  p os it ive ro le  m odel



Tit le  va r ia t ion s



Call n u m ber , Varyin g form s  of t it le Su bject  Head in gs  & Gen re Term s

Ed it or s  descr ibed  
in  n ot es  an d  
added  en t r ies





References
Jack ie  Ro b in s o n : Co m ic Bo o k  Su p er h er o
a r t icle  by Tom  Hawt h or n
p u blish ed  in  Not  an  Easy Ta le  t o  Tell: Jackie  Robin son  on  t h e Page, St age, an d  Scr een
h t t p s :/ / sabr .or g/ jou r n a l/ a r t icle / jackie- r obin son - com ic- book- su p er h er o /

Ea r ly Po s it ive  Po r t r aya ls  o f Afr ican  Am er ican s  in  Gr ap h ic No vels : 
Jack ie  Ro b in s o n  an d  Co m ic Bo o k  Bas eba ll Her o es , 19 4 9 - 19 52
blog p os t  by Gr eg Bon d , Sp or t s  Ar ch ivis t  an d  Cu r a t or ,  Joyce Sp or t s  Resea r ch  Collect ion
h t t p s :/ / s it es .n d .ed u / r bsc/ ea r ly- p os it ive- p or t r aya ls - of- a fr ican - am er ican s - in - gr ap h ic- n ovel

Bib lio g r ap h ic Reco r d : h t t p s :/ / on esea r ch .libr a r y.n d .edu / p r im o-
exp lor e/ sou r ceRecord?vid=NDU&docId=n du _ a lep h 0 0 33220 4 2

All im ages  cou r t esy of Hesbu r gh  Libr a r ies  Rar e  Books  an d  Sp ecia l Collect ion s , Un iver s it y of 
Not r e  Dam e. 

Daniela Rovida
drovida@nd.edu Thank you!

https://sabr.org/journal/article/jackie-robinson-comic-book-superhero/
https://sites.nd.edu/rbsc/early-positive-portrayals-of-african-americans-in-graphic-novels/
https://onesearch.library.nd.edu/primo-explore/sourceRecord?vid=NDU&docId=ndu_aleph003322042


CATALOGING MEDICAL ARTIFACTS AT THE WANGENSTEEN 

HISTORICAL LIBRARY

Pennsylvania Dutch 
Tin Nursing Can

Caitlin Lenox, Artifact Cataloging Project Researcher

Wangensteen Historical Library, University of Minnesota

December 4, 2023



ABOUT THE WANGENSTEEN

➔ Located in the Medical School on East 

Bank of the University of Minnesota, Twin 

Cities in Minneapolis

➔ Started by Dr. Owen Wangensteen in the 

1960s

➔ Collection contains more than 73,000 

volumes of rare books, journals, and 

manuscripts that span from 1430 to 1945

➔ Collection contains around 8,000 rare 

medical instruments and 

pharmaceuticals

Mycophilia/Mycophobia exhibit at the Wangensteen Historical Library
(photo: Adria Carpenter)



➔ Provide “access to historical 
healthcare artifacts” in the 
Wangensteen’s collection

➔ Create catalog records, enrich 
descriptions, and photograph 
artifacts

➔ Increase public awareness of 
the collection

ABOUT ME + THE MN HISTORICAL SOCIETY GRANT

CAITLIN LENOX MINNESOTA 
HISTORICAL & 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
GRANT 

Artifact Cataloging Project 
Researcher

➔ MLIS and MA in Art History 
from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison

➔ Previously a cataloger at both 
the Helen Louise Allen Textile 
Collection & UW-Madison’s 
iSchool Library

(photo: Adria Carpenter)

THE TEAM

➔ This project has taken the work of 
a team of over 30 people

➔ Special thanks to Lois Hendrickson, 
Emily Beck, Anna Opryszko, kalan 
Knudson Davis, Darby Ronning, 
Rowan Wylie, Caylee Cook, Dale Utt, 
Zack Mullerleile, Jack Quale, Diana 
Thomawong, Gina McKenzie, Theresa 
Berger, our student photographers, 
and more!

WHL Staff & Contributors



ABOUT THE ROBERT ROSENTHAL INFANT FEEDING COLLECTION

THE COLLECTOR

Robert Rosenthal, M.D., 
1896-1984

THE ARTIFACTS



ABOUT THE ARTIFACT



ABOUT THE RESEARCH

SCHOLARLY SOURCES

Wedgwood Bubby Pot, 1770-1835, 
from the Wellcome Collection, London

VISUAL COMPARISON

Nursing Can, 1700s, University of 
Nebraska Medical Center



ABOUT THE RECORD

In progress infant feeding records in Google Sheets

Digitized 
collections, 
secondary sources, 
and auction 
websites provided 
alternative names

Howard Dittrick’s 
research locates the 
production of 
nursing cans within 
the Pennsylvania 
Dutch community

Production & use of 
nursing cans 
happened primarily 
in the late 18th and 
early to mid 19th 
centuries.

kalan Knudson Davis put together Wangensteen artifact catalog guidelines; they are 
informed by MARC, DCRMR, OLAC cataloging resources for special materials, and 

UMedia guidelines + some bespoke fields



ABOUT THE RECORD

The patron-facing catalog record.



ARTIFACT CATALOGING TAKEAWAYS

Thoughts on possible best practices

➔ When possible, catalog artifacts in groups related by form and function
➔ Build on previous cataloging and research by cataloging artifacts topically related to 

previous artifact groups

➔ Make use of primary sources at your disposal, both in person and digitized. Trade 
catalogs, price lists, and other trade & professional literature are especially 
helpful!

➔ Collectors often have the most comprehensive knowledge of esoteric information 
about artifacts–don’t dismiss their expertise

➔ Grant funded projects are a team effort: it takes many people to bring together an 
ambitious short-term cataloging project.

➔ Don’t reinvent the wheel: see if other institutions have cataloged similar items and 
look to their records to inform your own work!



BIBLIOGRAPHY: FURTHER READING ON INFANT FEEDING

SECONDARY SOURCES
Bennion, Elisabeth. Antique Medical Instruments. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1979.

Dittrick, Howard. "The Nursing Can: An Early American Infant Feeding Device." Bulletin of the History of Medicine 7, no. 
7, Transactions of the Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the American Association of the History of Medicine (1939): 
696-704.

DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS
Dittrick Medical History Center Online Collections

Science Museum Group Online Collections

Museum of Health Care at Kingston Online Collections

History of Nursing in Pacific Canada Collection at the University of British Columbia

University of Nebraska Medical Center Digital Collections

WEBSITES
Tizzano Museum of Obstetrics, Gynecology, Medical Antiques and Women's Health History

American Collectors of Infant Feeders

Une Histoire de Biberons (in French)

https://dittrick.pastperfectonline.com/
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/search?q=infant%20feeding
https://mhc.andornot.com/en/list?q=&p=1&ps=&sort=title_sort+asc&repository_facet=Infant+Nutrition
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=*&genre=Feeding%20Bottle
https://digitalcommons.unmc.edu/mcgoogan_feeding/
https://obgynmedicalantiques.com/
https://www.acif.org/
http://www.histoire-du-biberon.com/index.htm


CONTACT ME:

Thank you!
Email: lenox011@umn.edu

Caitlin Lenox, Artifact Cataloging Project Researcher

Wangensteen Historical Library, University of Minnesota

December 4, 2023

Email: wanghist@umn.edu
Phone: 612-626-6881

CONTACT THE WANGENSTEEN LIBRARY:

mailto:lenox011@umn.edu
mailto:wanghist@umn.edu


FAB GRÈK

= 

FABLES GRECQUES

Natalie Kazmin
Cataloger, 

University of South Florida Libraries

kazmin@usf.edu

traduction kréol larényon

Jean Louis Robert

Approaching the 

linguistic legacies of 

Babrius, Tournier, and 

Robert

Cool Things We Cataloged

RBMS/ACRL
December 2023



BIBLIOGRAPHIC 

BACKGROUND

Fab grèk = Fables grecques 2

• Fables grecques : traduction kréol larényon, published in 2009 by Editions K’A

• Fables of Babrius translated from Henri Tournier’s French translation (2006) of 
the Greek and Latin fables of Ancient fabulists Babrius and Phaedrus

• Intellectual content all in Réunion (or Reunionese) Creole (“kréol larényon”), 
administrative matter in French

• Required heavy-duty enhancements to a vendor record (#456187692), with 
precedent taken from the DLC “Fables grecques et latines : Babrius et Phèdre” 
record (#71888114)



THE RESOURCE

3

COVER

STATEMENT ON 

SOURCE MATERIAL

TITLE PAGE



SETTING THE SCENE

4

• Kréol larényon = créole réunionnais: French-based creole and native 
tongue to 90% of Réunion’s population1, despite French being the 
Official Language of the island

• Derived from French, Malagasy, Hindi, Portuguese, Gujarati, 
Tamil and other languages3

• Became recognized as a named regional language in 20143

• Although spoken since the 17th century, Réunion creole only 
began to be documented in written form within the last few 
decades
➢ Very few works have been translated into the language – primarily famous French stories like 

those of Asterix, Tintin, and the Little Prince2



Language Note

FIELDS OF NOTE
5

Main Entry

Uniform Title, source 
text

Title Proper + 
Statement 

of Responsibility

Variant Titles

Summary Language Coding

Added Entry

Added Entry, original source



OBSTACLES



CODING, BEST PRACTICE, 

PRECEDENT, AND USAGE

7

• LoC coding of all French-based creoles and pidgins as “cpf”

• How varying interpretations of relationships changed how I cataloged the 
record

• LoC’s “Fables grecques et latines” / Tournier bib record

• Although I ended up with a functional record for patron use…

• Leaves me with more questions than answers in regards to how we’re 
treating relationships in MARC21/RDA.



SUMMARY

8

So often in cataloging we are cataloging history as it has been written, but in 
the case of this text – a book published in Reunionese Creole even 5 years 
before it was recognized as a named language – we are quite literally 
cataloging history as it is written, and here I think it is especially important to 
embody one of the principle rules of bibliographic description: Represent 
the resource as it would present itself. And here, where we have a language 
which has fought to be seen and heard and written and read – we must take 
care great care to do just that.



THANK YOU 
Natalie Kazmin

kazmin@usf.edu

Cataloger, 

University of South Florida Libraries



RESOURCES

10

Ager, Simon. “Réunion Creole (Kréol Rénioné).” Omniglot: The Online Encyclopedia of Writing Systems and Languages, April 
23, 2021. https://www.omniglot.com/writing/reunioncreole.htm.

“Asterix Speaks Reunion Creole.” Asterix Around The World: The Many Languages of Asterix, November 9, 2023. https://www.asterix-
obelix.nl/index.php?page=manylanguages%2Flanguages.inc&lng=%2Fgcre.

Monteil, Christian. “Le Créole Encore Très Largement Majoritaire à La Réunion.” Insee, December 16, 2010. 
https://www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/1292364.

Tournier, Henri, Jean-Louis Robert, and Babrius. Fables Grecques. Ille-sur-Têt, France: Editions K’A, 2009.

Reunion.fr



Cataloging 
Star Trek fan 
fiction with 
Homosaurus
Indica Mattson
Rare Materials Cataloger
Cornell University



Materials cataloged
Collection of ~50 Star Trek fan fiction zines 
dating from the 1960s to the 1990s

● Largely produced by women fans
● Vary in tone and subject, but erotic 

fiction (especially featuring  
Kirk/Spock) is well represented

Star Trek fan fiction as a significant 
milestone in the development of modern 
fan culture
● Kirk/Spock and the origins of slash 

fiction



Using Homosaurus
˃ Linked vocabulary using LGBTQ+ terms 
˃ Terms applied to this collection include:

LGBTQ+ zines

LGBTQ+ fanfiction

LGBTQ+ science fiction

Gay science fiction

Slash fiction 

Fanart

Kirk/Spock



Challenges
● Copy cataloging (changing serials practices)
● Oddities in numbering, regularity, and other zine 

cataloging quirks
○ Easier to catalog some issues as 

monographs (Spockanalia)



Challenges, cont.
● Avoiding over-description with 

Homosaurus:

Fandom

Slash fandom

Pairings in fandom

LGBTQ+ headcanons

Shipping in fandom



Future Wings
● First (and only?) Star Trek zine published by the 

women of the Royal Canadian Air Force
● Homosaurus terms for Furries, Furry fandom



Challenges, cont.
● “Infinite Diversity in Infinite 

Combinations”
○ How to describe human-alien, 

alien-alien relationships?
○ LC: Human-alien encounters; 

Extraterrestrial beings
○ No Homosaurus options

● Describing Kirk and Spock as              
“Gay men”?



Indica Mattson

Rare Materials Cataloger

Cornell University

iam32@cornell.edu

Thank you!

mailto:iam32@cornell.edu
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