
The Lilly Library takes two approaches when 
cataloging screenplays, either creating individual 
records for the screenplays or collection-level 
records based on a person or theme. With the 
adoption of  Resource Description and Access 
(RDA), we are adapting these approaches in the 
following ways. 

Approach 1:   

Individual-level Cataloging 
 

•  Expresses the most individual item information 
•  Differentiates between the many different types 

of  screenplays (drafts, shooting scripts, etc.) and 
the different states of  those types (revised draft, 
final draft, etc.)  

•  Patrons can follow the development of  scripts 

Approach 2:  
Collection-level Cataloging 

 

•  A large number of  scripts related to a person or 
theme can be described efficiently using 
cataloging standards such as AACR2 or 
Describing Archives: A Content Standard (DACS) 

•  The cataloger can describe a large, related group 
of  screenplays by using 520 and 545 fields and 
finding aids. 

•  Patrons can search for scripts based on person or 
topic, while providing some item information 

RDA Additions  
Approach 1 
 

•  The new 264 field can be of  use in cataloging 
screenplays. Like visual materials such as DVDs, 
screenplays are sometimes published by one 
corporate body and are manufactured by another. 

 
 

1a.	  

Approach 1 Examples 

1b.	  

2.	  

•  Relationship designators enhance the RDA 
record by making connections with related 
people and materials to the screenplay. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Approach 2  
 

While not created for collective-level cataloging, the 
new fields, such as the 264 and 33x fields, can help 
with this approach. The 264 functions like the 260 
in most records and the 33x fields are included to 
specify the collection’s contents. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusions 
 

+  Approach 1 allows the cataloger to describe the 
item with more detail  

+  Detailed description gives  patrons more 
information and better access.  

-  It requires the cataloger to spend more time on 
detailed description 

-  Assigning call numbers can be difficult with 
similar items needing unique identifiers. 

 

+  Approach 2 allows the cataloger to describe a 
large number of  related items efficiently while 
providing some description and accessibility. 

-  It requires that the majority of  the description is 
relegated to an inventory or finding aid, which 
may not describe an item in great detail. 

For the most comprehensive description of  
screenplays, the Lilly has applied both approaches 
when appropriate. This allows greater access to our 
materials through detailed item description and 
through subject-specific collections. 

3.	  

Approach 2 Examples 
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