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Jack Spicer, from Heads of the Town, 
Up to the Aether 

 

“The city that we create in our bartalk or in our 
fuss and fury about each other is in an utterly 
mixed and mirrored way an image of the city. A 
return from exile.” 

 

 









“Senility: A Political Poem” 

Of the western 
dream [fellowship] 
of politics for it is dreary 
to descend 
 
like a gift 
in the disorder 
 
rises I am sick 
with a poet’s 
vanity 



From “Disasters” 

of wars o western 

wind and storm 

 

of politics I am sick with a poet’s 

vanity    legislators 

 

of the unacknowledged 

 

world it is dreary 

to descend 

 

and be a stranger (NCP, 267) 



Marianne Moore, “Poetry” (1967)  

I, too, dislike it. 

   Reading it, however, with a perfect contempt 

  for it, one discovers in 

it, after all, a place for the genuine. 





James Schuyler, “Roxie” 



James Schuyler, “Roxy” 

with friends who’ll 
bite your toe nail 
off: that’s blue 
friendliness 
inside outside 
the nut house 
gate: it’s clear 
it’s wrong to 
lock inside all the 
best, the strong 
the great, like 
Lynn, like Wayne— 
like me like you 
O Bob far out— 
it’s clear it’s wrong 
and I feel great 
 



Robert Duncan /Thom Gunn 



Robert Duncan, “Rites of Passage: I” 
from Poems from the Margins of Thom 

Gunn’s Moly 
These   are 
the passages of thought 
from the light air 
into the heavy flesh 
until from the burning 
all the slumb’ring dark 
matter comes alight, 
the foot that has 
its reason in bright ratios 
it would measure 
 
hardens and beats 
the trembling earth 
reaches out of measure 
Into the hoof that 
tramples  
pleasure and pain   compounded 
into a further brightness. 









Larry Rivers, Frank O’Hara 
working on Stones 



Frank O’Hara / Jim Dine / Arion Press 



Jerome Rothenberg / Susan Bee / 
Granary Books 



Jerome Rothenberg / Susan Bee / 
Granary Books 



Robinson Jeffers, Granite and Cypress, 
Lime Kiln Press (1975) 



Robinson Jeffers / William Everson/ 
Lime Kiln Press 





Helen Adam / Kiki Smith, from “I Love 
My Love”  



Leslie Scalapino / Kiki Smith, The 
Animal is in the world like water 



Robert Duncan / Jess, Names of People  
(Black Sparrow, 1968) 



Robert Duncan / Jess, A Book of 
Resemblances (1950-53) 



Robert Duncan / Jess Boob 1 (1952) 



Robert Duncan/Jess, Caesar’s Gate 
(Divers Press, 1955) 



Robert Duncan / Jess, Caesar’s Gate 
(Sand Dollar, 1972) 



Robert Duncan / Jess, Caesar’s Gate 
(Divers Press, 1955; Sand Dollar, 1972) 


