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   Be a Star in Inquiry!

Inquiry Phases

STELLAR SKILLS 
For a Common Core 

State Standards
School Librarian

What do YOU need to know about 
your role in teaching inquiry to meet the CCSS? 

Identifying inquiry skills in the CCSS and translating 
them into instruction.

Knowing and applying inquiry, reading comprehension, 
and the CCSS alignment when coplanning.

Using baseline & formative assessments to 
collaboratively identify and address instructional gaps.

To be a CCSS star, a school 
librarian must rise to the challenge.  
Be STELLAR by:

Continue what you 
already do well in 
support of inquiry

Teach the 
evaluation 
of sources & 
information

Spark curiosity
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Increasing the rigor and relevance of assignments to 
foster student critical thinking, focus, and stamina.

Coteaching inquiry skills to meet the CCSS.

SCHOOL LIBRARIANS TAKE A STARRING ROLE IN THE CCSS 

Collaborating
 to Increase

 Rigor of 
Assignments

Coplanning 
and 

Coteaching

Aligning 
the CCSS, 
Inquiry, & 
Classroom 
Instruction

Being 
a Learner, 
a Listener, 

a Doer

Using Data
to Inform

Instruction

Crafting 
Essential 

Questions 
for Inquiry

Preparation for
College/Career 

Readiness 
and Lifelong 

Learning 

Phase:
Motivate/
Connect

Phase:
Evaluate/

Reflect

Phase:
Present

Phase:
Construct

Phase:
Investigate

Phase:
Question/Plan

Provide access 
to quality 
resources

Teach students 
how to create 
new ideas and 
knowledge

Teach 
AASL
Standards 
for the 
21st-Century 
Learner

Teach students to ask 
meaningful questions
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INQUIRY PHASES:	 LEARNING & RESEARCH STRATEGIES:

Motivate/Connect	 Inspire-Connect to prior knowledge and interests	
	 Ask essential questions
	 Wonder

Question/Plan	 Develop and refine inquiry questions
	 Identify resources

Investigate	 Read closely and locate evidence	
	 Explore differing viewpoints

Construct	 Synthesize meaning and viewpoints
	 Write

Present	 Develop new knowledge
	 Present knowledge product

Evaluate/Reflect	 Measure growth and plan for the future
	 Evaluate product	

Using inquiry to build and present knowledge

STATE CERTIFIED 
SCHOOL LIBRARIAN

The AASL Standards for the 21st Century Learner are based on 
Inquiry Learning: Downloadable for free at: www.ala.org/aasl/standards

To align your school library program 
with the CCSS, weave inquiry into 
your instruction.

Implementing the Common Core State Standards: The Role of the School Librarian from Achieve and AASL:  http://tinyurl.com/CCSSLibrarian

Empire State Information Fluency Continuum: http://tinyurl.com/EmpireStateIFC

Ted Talk Video on Inquiry: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fMC-z7K0r4&feature=youtu.be
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