
Robert Schnare Interview Log  

 Time Code  Content 
     
 00:00:01 Introduction. Interviewed January 26, 2020, at ALA Midwinter in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Interviewed by Jeanne Drewes, librarian.  
   
 00:00:39 History. Robert Schnare was born in Morristown, New Jersey in 1944. He 

moved around the Northeast, mainly living in New Jersey, Connecticut, New 
York, and Rhode Island.  

   
 00:1:30 Career development. From 1968-1973, Schnare worked in the Archives and 

History and Genealogy Division at the Connecticut State Library in Hartford. 
From 1973-1986, he was the Head of Special Collections at the United States 
Military Academy (USMA) in West Point, New York. From 1986-2009, he 
was the Library Director and a Professor at the Naval War College in 
Newport, Rhode Island.   

   
 00:01:58 Education, Higher. Schnare received his bachelor’s degree from Paterson 

State College in 1967. He got his MLS from the University of Pittsburgh in 
1968. He then received his master’s degree in American History from the 
University of Connecticut in 1971. He also took some classes at the Modern 
Archives Institute from the National Archives and Records Service (NARS) 
in 1976. While at USMA, in 1973, he was selected to attend a two-week 
preservation seminar at Columbia University taught by Paul Banks, Pamela 
Darling, and Carolyn Harris. Schnare was a member of the RI and NY State 
Preservation Committees.  

   
 00:03:10 Career development. When Schnare was in Connecticut, Rockwell Potter 

was planning the formation of the Northeast Document Conservation Center 
(NEDCC), who then introduced Schnare to George Cunha. When starting at 
USMA, it was a challenge because he was responsible for preserving the 
original library of West Point. He worked with a bookbinder to have the same 
period binding reproduced. USMA also had a contract with New York 
bookbinder Laura Young to preserve rarer books. Cunha got Schnare 
involved with the New York Library Association (NYLA) and they published 
a pamphlet based on Cunha’s talk together. Schnare became involved with the 
NYLA Preservation Committee with John Baker and Bob DeCandio.  

   
 00:04:58 Workshops. Schnare’s first major preservation workshop was in 1973 about 

mold. The workshop was held by the NEDCC. It was how he started teaching 
workshops.  

   



 00:05:16 Career development. In New York, he was on the OCLC board. He worked 
with Constance Brooks, Jan Merrill-Oldham, and Karen Motyleski. These 
experiences were his introduction to preservation while at West Point. 

   
 00:05:56 Career development. Schnare met Cunha when he was at the Connecticut 

State Library. They clicked in New York. Schnare worked to publish a talk 
that Cunha did, and they became friends after. Schnare was also appointed to 
the NEDCC board as the New York representative, and they became close 
there. He later served on the NEDCC Advisory Board from the state of Rhode 
Island and served as its Chair of the Advisory Board.  

   
 00:07:10 Paper preservation. USMA did use NEDCC services when there was 

funding, primarily on paper preservation and maps.  
   
 00:07:27 Career education. The two week-long series of workshops at Columbia 

University was very impactful for Schnare. He became friends with Bob 
Patterson, who then became the editor of Conservation Administration News 
(CAN). Paul Banks, Pamela Darling, and Carolyn Harris gave lectures, then 
the group traveled to other cultural heritage locations in the region, like 
NEDCC, the New York Public Library, the Morgan, etc. They were looking 
at the preservation facilities and treasures. That era of conservation would 
now be considered bare bones, but then was still evolving. The workshop 
served to help with preservation administration and giving people a 
background into that work. It was Schnare’s first exposure to people in the 
field who weren’t involved with NYLA. When he went back to West Point, 
he tried to implement some of what he had learned and expand his own 
knowledge. When Patterson approached him about CAN, he agreed to do the 
bibliography from 1987-1994, then also wrote three articles. It was difficult to 
negotiate for better preservation contracts when dealing with the military. 
However, his two bosses, Egon Weiss, and Tom Russell, were supportive and 
encouraged him to preserve the cultural heritage of USMA.   

   
 00:11:45 Libraries – special collections. USMA Special Collection was comprised of 

two floors of materials. Schnare’s favorite book from Special Collections was 
of President Grant’s doctor who treated him when he was dying in NY. 
Schnare feels it is “more important to get the papers of the ‘lesser people.’” 
He also served as the Curator of General Omar Bradley’s papers from 
California. General Bradley was the last five star general and a graduate of 
USMA. These were indexed and made available.  

   
 00:13:04 Career changes. Schnare left USMA in 1986 and accepted a position as 

Library Director at the US Naval War College in Newport, RI. Three days 
after he accepted the position at USNWC there was a fire on the upper floor 
of the library.  

   



 00:14:28 Emergency management. After the fire, Schnare hired a contractor to clean 
the soot. The disaster recovery company B&M also came and showed that 
there was still soot on all the bookshelves. The upstairs were destroyed, but 
no books were lost because they were on the second floor. It took a year to 
rebuild the library. Schnare helped assemble the Circulation Desk and worked 
with contractors. The upstairs periodicals were all cleaned, which then posed 
a problem because the labels disappeared. He hired Elizabeth Morse, a recent 
Columbia graduate, to help with that problem. In total, they lost a truck of 
new books, periodicals, and a lot of time. In the aftermath of the fire, he wrote 
two articles for CAN, “Fire Aftermath and Recovery” and “Incendiary 
Smoke: When Your Label Goes Up in Smoke.”   

   
 00:18:55 Professional associations – regional. The Naval War College was a member 

of the Consortium of Research Libraries in Rhode Island. Schnare was 
appointed by RI to the NEDCC Board and became the Chair of the Board. 
While Chair of the NEDCC board, Schnare worked with Anne Russell and 
the six State Library Directors in New England. All the while, he did more 
publication and presentation work, speaking about preservation. Schnare 
attended Computers and Libraries in DC and spoke there, where he met 
librarians from the Pentagon, whose collection was destroyed in 9/11.  

   
 00:21:05 Grants-in-aid. Schnare also worked with the Navy Libraries and Joan 

Buntzen to receive a Navy Legacy Grant in 1988, along with help from Lisa 
Fox. They published a disaster preparedness workbook for the Navy Libraries 
in 1998, which was then revised in 2000. This workbook was made available 
through the FEDLINK website. At the time he was also the Chair of the 
Preservation Working Group at FEDLINK. Later he and Beth Patkus got 
another grant for the Disaster Preparedness Workbook for Cultural 
Institutions in the Military, which was distributed widely.  

   
 00:22:51 Publications. George Cunha approached Susan Swartzburg, who approached 

Schnare to continue working on a bibliography project. Schnare was the third 
author. Swartzburg and Cunha both died while working on publication. 
Swartzburg’s husband contacted Schnare about boxes of citations and 
resources left in her office. Schnare collected some of these citations and went 
through the entire database for two years, with the help of Norman Horrocks, 
a former professor. The process of getting the project properly checked and 
indexed was long and arduous. When the book was finally published, it ran 
826 pages. The Society of American Archivists (SAA) awarded the book, 
Bibliography of Preservation Literature, the Best Professional Book of 2001. 
Schnare considers the book his crowning achievement. Because the Internet 
was so young and unsure then, he did not include materials about the Internet.  

   
 00:29:00 Colleagues. Schnare met Susan Swartzburg, who was a delegate from NJ, on 

the board of NEDCC. She was an energetic, wildly creative person. He 



agreed to help with the book project because he had so much material from 
CAN.  

   
 00:31:06 Mentoring. Schnare describes Horrocks as his most influential professor at 

the University of Pittsburgh. He eventually left Pittsburgh because there was 
no preservation work. He then came back when Richard Cox came to teach 
archives. Schnare ended up giving a talk about disaster planning at Carnegie 
Library for their preservation group. His professors opened his eyes to what 
he could do. He also appreciated Paul Banks, Pamela Darling, Carolyn Harris, 
Bob Patterson, and Ann Russell. He says he didn’t have true mentors in a 
sense, just good colleagues.   

   
 00:32:53 Career development. Most satisfying moments in his career:  

1. Reopening the Naval War College Library after the fire.  
2. In 1991, Schnare went to the White House Conference of Library Science 
and Information Technology in Washington DC with Patterson. Merrill-
Oldham had written up ten resolutions to send forward, and Schnare, working 
with a group, crafted them into two total resolutions so they had a better 
chance of being passed. Federal and state support for cultural heritage 
preservation passed. He also introduced a third resolution that passed about 
printing conference proceedings on acid free paper.  
3. All the work he did for FLICC and FEDLINK. He served on the FLICC 
board and chaired the Preservation Committee to enhance preservation in the 
federal government. He held workshops taught by Motyleski. He got other 
federal workers to be on the committee and worked with the head of FLIC to 
accomplish a few things.  

   
 00:37:17 Professional associations – ALA. The American Library Association (ALA) 

broadened his network immensely. Schnare went to many preservation 
meetings. He last spoke on how to deal with the threat of international and 
domestic terrorism at academic libraries. His career started with disaster 
planning on an individual level, which then expanded after huge tragedies like 
Katrina, then 9/11 introduced the aspect of terrorism. Schnare feels that he 
needs to expand peoples’ horizons because libraries are targets. He has 
written an article that is unpublished about safety and security. He also was 
involved in some business planning about furniture and government 
standards.   

   
 00:40:56 Library administration. In his jobs, preservation was his strong interest, but 

not necessarily his main job. Schnare felt supported by the Dean of 
Academics at the Naval War College. While Schnare was Library Director he 
traveled with the People-to-People program to Russia, Ukraine, Hungary 
where he followed up on preservation. He saw many mind-boggling things in 
various universities. When he returned, he wrote a CAN article about the 
experience. The Dean of Academics at the Naval War College supported 



attendance to NEDCC, ALA, and other meetings. He always tried to bring 
materials and resources to his own library through connections at ALA.  

   
 00:45:17 Vocational guidance. Schnare’s advice for those starting out in librarianship 

is to “listen to your peers, attend meetings, keep an open mind, suck 
everything in.” His administration philosophy was hands on, and he trusted 
the staff. “You need to be aware of how the world is changing. The concept 
of libraries is changing.” 

   
 00:49:18 Professional associations – ALA. Military fiction writer William Young 

Boyd wanted to have an award out, which failed before it came to ALA. 
Susan DeMattia asked Schnare for his help, who has now been the chair of 
the W. Y. Boyd Award for Excellence in Military Fiction on and off for over 
20 years. In 2005, Boyd endowed his award for $100,000.  

   
 00:52:29 Disaster planning. Schnare assisted with colleagues in RI when libraries 

were experiencing disasters. While writing his manual, he purchased rescue 
cubes. One of the rescue cubes was sent to the Pentagon after 9/11, the State 
Department after a flood. He tried to be a source of comfort and advice. He 
also served on the Office of Library and Information Science (OLIS) Disaster 
Planning Committee. 

   
 00:53:50 Workshops. In the 1970s, he met Roger Smith at a Carnegie Library 

conference on fine bindings. He had the program book signed by all the 
participants.  

   
 00:54:33 Management. While at the Naval War College, he served on the Professional 

Accreditation for Joint Education (PAJE) Team. He traveled to different 
military libraries and evaluated them to help with different issues libraries 
face.  

   
 00:56:48 End of interview.  

 


