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The Library of Congress and the "Jewish Question" 

Although long considered offensive by Jews through
out the world, the subject heading "Jewish Question" 
has continued to be used by the Library of Congress. 
The anger at the continuing use of the term was 
exacerbated by the connotation it received during 
the Holocaust. "The final solution to the Jewish 
question" was Hitler I s description for the murder 
of one-third of the Jewish people. 

Over the years, many people have objected, without 
effect, to the use of this heading. As the B'nai 
B'rith Anti-Defamation League noted in a letter 
dated May 20, 1983, " ••• the objections to the 
subject heading 'Jewish Question' as well as to 
certain other subject headings regarding Jewish
Americans , have been discussed in great detail in a 
number of articles and papers. " The Library of 
Congress did not respond to the many objections. 
That is, until recently . Through a concerted 
effort on the part of the Jewish Librarians' Caucus 
of the American Library Association, the B'nai 
B'rith Anti-Defamation League, the Ethnic Materials 
Information Exchange Round Table, and involved 
individuals, THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS HAD AGREED TO 
DELETE THE SUBJECT HEADING. 

This issue of the Jewish Librarians ' Caucus 
Newsletter is entirely devoted to correspondence 
relating to this important matter . 
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Library 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL 201 North Eighth Street, Phil~lphia, P•. 19106-1098 (2151 238-2000 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

: 
Ma?7 IC Pictrls . 
Chier, Subject Cataloging Di vision 
Library or Congress 
Washington DC 20540 

near Ms. Pietris: 

9/21/82 

I aM writing to demand that you i~ediately remove from the list or 
LC subject headings the anti-Semitic, offensiv~, defamatory heading 
Jt;J-llSH QW~TIO~l. 

This action is long overdue. There are ~any alternative possiblities, 
such as that used by Sears (sec entlosed). We are tired or receiving 
excuses from the Library of Coneress for its anti-Se:tl tic 
no~enelature "-hich is spread to libraries all over the world. 

There are other changes which should be made to counteract the 
ethnocentriS111 and the authori tarianisra of the ruling ethnic 
groups which perpetuate this and similar practices at the 
Librar;r of ConGress. Tne world does not revolve around 
the ethnic an1 religious segrcent which has created and 
perpetuated t.~ese offensive practices. 

I enclose an article by San.ford Beman, Head Cataloger or Hennepin 
County (Min.~esota) Library, who has won an AU award for outstanding 
achieve~ent in catalo~ing and classification. Perhaps this will 
ahed some light for you upon ~bat an agency of a de~ocratic 
nation shou1d be doing vi th 1 ts catalog. 

.... 
Cordially, 

l-1.1. ,~.., ., 
. I 

I 
Y.a.rjorie Gree~field, Librarian 

, 



""llON4l '-°"""'U"'""'° 
• OfflCflS _ 

... ~,-,c~ 
kl-llll'fl'tl•ALUN _.....,DiNorw 
"""THAN rtllMUTTll 

Clwi-. lulioNI 
h,u,tiw~ 
IUIT()llj S. lMNSOH 

Honor,,,. 0..i fflW'ft 
~YMOUI Gl4Ul4l0 

• MAIIWIU L GaUNIUG 
IUITON M. ,OS(rH 

••-Ylt lulioNI Oi
AH4H4M H. fOUV.N 

I -•"""'"°'"._ llONAIO l . 41US 
IUOY IOSCHWITZ 
EDGAI M. IIONfMAH 
"4AIIWlll DAN( 
LAWl(NCI 4. HAaVIY 

I IIUCI l H0Ctu.4AN 
14(01 L "'VITI 
Cfll M. IOS(l'H 
't41[ M. IAMPtlMAH 
rHIU, M. IWTZNICX 
CAllUVIN 
HOWUO M. METUNIMJM 
SUl~l N. Mlllll 
"41ll0N MOlllN 
IIINAID Nol.TH 
tOl(IT I . Nol.THAN 
4HAH4M 4. IIIICOff 
WIUIAMSol.CHS :• 
"4ElVII\I H. KHUSINGll 
s.o. 5"4'110 ; 
THfOOOIU H. SIi.NiT 
SIONfYL.,...TU 

V,c,O...
Cl4ct04Y 
.., ... , """4(N'I' 
rHIUr ltll.lW 
l411YLAVINSlt'I' 
O"VIO 4. IIOSI 
14"4ULWOl.f 

\',c..O..irfflM, luliolMI 
l u,:uliw (......,,;llft 
' )()fojol.lO I. MINTZ 

'l.-_,,h......,. 
CH41llS GOlOIINC 
!INIAMIN GIUNIUG 

,,._ 
l,4A,IIANf 

'"i'IMlh-
. 'LIAS STIUM 

«"4My 
~41TIN l.C, ffl.OMol.N 

'••mart!~ 
~llVIN Sol.LIIIC 

• .................... 
~ I UlO lta.vt 

'1KUltftllil' ~ ~-.... ,, .. 
l.;.Nlll lMUIISZ 

.................... rill, ...,_ 
">OIIOnff II~ 

• 
'JIVISIOI\I OllfClOIS 

,.,;.,. NotioNI Oirte1« 
"""""91ityS.mn 

'OHIT C. U>Hl.11 
tifl"f'Mftfltr .... 
1410l0ADUI 

l u N"IOW el Or-.lopn•fll 
ttllOO,., fllfGfLMAN 

ovil litj,11 
ll\TIN ~ flNCII 

fwnfflUlftic .... 
r"'N( IANNIULO 

... ;,, ...... ..,.,......, Oir.n. 
••do,.,,. 
•4Nlll S. Mol.llASCHIN 

.... ,.,,,oup a.c..e ... 
HI 0001( flUDA4ol.N 

• 
......... c ........ 
l"'Ol0 fOISTll 

Ol fOUNOATION 

• . 

J 

Ma. ~arjori~ Creenr1~ld 
Llbra.,.1■n 

Hetropo~1tan Hospital Central D1•1-ion 
201 Horth £1?hlh ~treet 
Phllac•lphl~, Pl 19106 

A:>r-11 15, 1933 

I 

I a21 very serry that you ha•~ ha,j t.o vait ~ lon?. U> i-~elY6 a 
· re:sponae rro!!I us. JULI 1th ~,uffa "ent on t. lcaTe or ~b:eooe anortly 
an•r her oorre~;,on.::en.:e with JQ\!. 

I haTe read vlt~ 1ntereet the letter you ~rotft to M~. ~1.trie at 
th• Li~rary or Con~resa, as vell u ~r. ~enun•• 1nr~raat1ve article in 
Shut~. t~n yor.1 tell 111e tr you hcTe r-ecelve<1 ilny ro:1;,or.se at all t'roin 
tbe Library or Con;;,resa7 ~•• they in any "'•Y ac'knowled~9'1 tile ract , - 1 

that. the tern •Jevi!sh C•ue:st ton•, ?>-.,t,,!-,,1 bein~ anaohroni11t1c AM 
archate, rcu.st be re1,ard9d u otrenohe an.er the ~~• it att&l!\@d 
durir.p. t.r.e Holo~austa •1be Pinal ~olut1on or t~ Jewiah Qvestion•? 

U~on re-cetpt or your letter, I spo~e vlth ~Ter11l tte!'\b•ra or the 
Ar:ser1can Library A•aoc1at1on vho are ta~iliar with the controveray 
Ng~~in~ the he3d1ng •The Jeviah Oue:,tion•, and 1111th Mr. t\erun•• wor~ 
lra th~t. r-ee•rd. I h~H ,r.hen t.be:. 70:.u- nu,e, •~ you should be heart~ 
rr~,. th~i,i ah0rt.ly. 'Ih•J orrer-.d to ror:i a co11:~ittee that vculd Jll"~:i&nt 
t~ oaM to the !>r•sident or ttM As.r10•n t.1b1"U"y Assoo1at1oa, C.rol 
~e~y•r, wt,o ha??•n• to be an l830C1ct• L1~r2r1an at the L1brar7 er 
Con~•"'· They b•lin• tnat orr1ctal IIUPJ>O""- or the .~erican LihNry 
&a-'Oo1et1on, cori:11ned with a atr~ endo..-.e:'leftt from tM lntl-roere~ 
t1on Le•~"" or u•na1 B'ritb, v1U pr~•1de \he iap•tus needed to •fre~t 
chan&• n t~ t.1br,u-y or Co~r•sa • 

Meanv~11le, plesa.- let zie knov 11' you b&•• roo•h.c1 any rupo~es 
at. all fr&i Lh• Library or ~r .. a. 

ccs ~=thAn Perlsutter 
'r.',eo jore 1r.e·1Nn 
Juat1n J. r1no--er 

Sincerely, 

F~ncfta ~. ~nnenaohein 
Director 
~ational fdUOlllti~n r-,partcent 

, .. u1~~ . ............ 
l"ll,U,UN I . lf'SfflN 

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (46th Street & 1st Avenue) 212-490-2525/Cable: ANTIOEFAMEITelex: 649278 
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THE ETHNIC MATERIALS INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
I ).1v1d ( ol H'II. / J,w, fur 

~poll'><>tt>d l>y rht• Cr.ul11,11t· '.->, hool ol l ihr.iry .md lnfo11n.1111111 \11,d,,,, 
and the Jc•wi\h .ind [rhnic Studie~ Projc•c-1 , Quec•m Coll"~'' 

May 4, 1983 

Ms. Frances M. Sonnenschein, Director 
National Education Department 
Anti-Defamation l~ague 
ai3 United Nations Plaza 
~l~'W York City New York 10017 

Dear Frances, 

As I indicated to you on the telephone, ihe upsurge in ethnicity in recent years has 
produced a flood of materials for each ethnic group. One technical problem in cat
aloging and classification of these materials is the assignment of Subject Headings 
for easy access and information hr the public. 

The changes in the Library of Con~ress Subject Headings have been made very slowly 
and reluctantly with respect to ethnic groups since it would involve extraordinary 
changes for the years gone by. In recent years access to resources about Black 
Americans instead of Negro has been designated as Afro-Americans. The other major . 
change was in the use of the hyphenated name for Mexican-Americans, Italian-Americans, 
Irish Americans, etc. Jewish-American does not appear because the Jews are treated 
as a religious group, not an ethnic group. I must remind you also that,the Census Bureau· 
does not list Jews as an ethnic group. Population count comes from the estimates made 

· by o~~ own Jewish ,or~anizations. 

-The use of the heading The Jewish Question is still in effect. We find this not only 
objectionable because of antisemetic overtones but completely outdated and not very 
useful for cataloging materials about Jewish Americans or Jews anywhere else. By con
tinuing to treat Jews as a religious group, Jewish Americans are listed under Jews in the 
United States, etc. 

I have talked recently with the Chief of Subject Headings division of the Library of 
Congress, May Kay Pietris. She is willing to drop the Jewish Ouest:bn immediately 
provided she does not have to make the changes for materials already catalo~ed. This 
I was able to do on the phone. I suggested a task force be set up to advise Ms. Pietris 
on the treatment of Jews in cataloging. She was very amenable. I am thinking that such 
a taStforce should include Sandy Berman, Marjorie Greenfield, Susan Freiband (Jewish 
Librarians Caucus of ALA), Pearl Berger (Association of Jewish Libraries), and myself 
as Coordinator of the Ethnic Materials Round Table of ALA. The task force could design 
a whole series of h eadings for the Library of Congress to consider • 

., 

- 7' I I• ~• I ' . . 
{, 1 I , ) 'I '-I <,1 • ·1 ~ 1./ °t 

,· 

_ ___________ _ _ _ _____________________ __,/;,' £, __ j _L__ 
' . ;. " . : , , , : ., .. t' '"l'" ,,:, • (), ,,. ,.", r" n tf, • .,,. _ ,11:--.0\' rl,1,h1nc . Nf'\\o' Yor~ 113(,7 • 212 - 510-7194 ... ·, . 
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Perhaps your letter should go directly to: 

Ms. Mary K. Pietris 
Chief, Subject Cataloging Division 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. 20540 

May I suggest that a copy also go to: 

Ms. Carol A. Nemeyer 
Associate Librarian for National Programs, 

Library of Congress 
President, American Library Association 
Washington, D. C. 20540 

I shquld be happy to assemble the task force or advisory committee when we receive an 
affirmative response. In any event, all this will be reported and discussed at the 
Jewish Librarians Caucus at the ALA Meeting in Los Ang~s on June 26, 1983. 

Warmest regards. 

DC/df 

'\ . ,; 

cc: 

i'51C.. . ..:. ··-

G) Sandy ,Berman {>.,,,.,,r1,,. t f": 
Ms. Marjorie Greenfield 
Ms. Susan Freiband 
Ms; ·Pearl Berger 

Sincerely, 

~(Hfi 
David Cohen 

,. . 
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Ms. Mary K. Pietris 
Chief, Subject Cataloging Division 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 20540 

Dear Ms. Pietris: 

Hay 20, 1983 · 

r: . 
~ . 

1913-198) 
IN SERVICE TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE ,,... 

It has come to our attention that the Library of Congress still 
retains the subject heading, •Jewish Question," to classify works 
dealing with the relationship between Jews and non-Jews. We regard this 
heading, not only as archaic, but also as highly offensive because of 
the connotations it acquired during the Holocaust: "Toe Final Solution 
to the Jewish Question." 

We know that you have received requests in the past that the 
subj ect heading be changed. Toe Jewish Caucus of the American Library 
Association, as well as several individual librarians, have proposed 
three possible alternatives: "Jews and Gentiles" (Sears); "Jews and 
Non-Jews" (Index of Jewish Periodicals); "Relations With Gentiles" 
(Hennepin). In addition, there is a clear precedent for any changes you 
might make: several years ago, the Library of Congress replaced the 
heading, "Race Question," with "Race Relations." 

David Cohen, the Coordinator of the Ethnic Materials Roundtable of 
the American Library Association, has informed me that he spoke with you 
recently, and suggested that an A.L.A. task force be organized to advise 
the Subject Cataloging Division on the treatment of Jews in cataloging. 

Certainly, an A.L.A. task force on the subject should prove very 
useful. However, the objections to the subject heading "Jewish 
Question," as well as to certain other subject headings regarding 
Jewish-Americans, have been discussed in great detail in a number of 
articles and papers. Steps to resolve the most pressing problems, 
therefore, could begin even before a task force started its work. 

I look forward to receiving your opinion as to the utility of a 
task force, as well as your assessment of the steps that will be needed 
to rectify the present troubling situation • 

'r 

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 (46th Street & 1st Avenue) 212-490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAMEITelex: 649278 
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Our libraries .should reflect, both in their acquisition policies, 
and in their cataloging procedures, the many-faceted nature of our 
democratic, pluralistic society. As long as the Library or Congress 
continues to use subject headings offensive to Jews, it is not being 
true either to democratic principles or to our American heritage. 

FMS:lw 

cc: Carol A. Nemeyer 

Sincerely, 

~~ 1'1 -t,._,;..2.;_, 
Frances M. Sonnenschein 
Director 
National Education Department 

President, American Library Association 
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P11.ocmtNG DEl'AllTl.aNT 

Su11Jl!CT CATALOGING Div1110N 

Dea.r Dr. Cohen: 

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRE.5S 
WASHINGTON, D. C. xi,40 

June 21, 1983 

In your letter of May 4 and a letter of May ~O from Frances M. 
Sonnenschein of the ADL, you proposed that an advisory task force be 
organized to advise the Subject Cataloging Division on the treatment of 
Jews in cataloging. 

Since your initial question related to the subject heading "Jewish 
question", I can supply the following historical information: 

The heading "Jewish question" was originally established around 1911 
to describe the variety of problems facing Jews then. The heading was 
fully warranted by the terminology used at the time. The phrase can be 
found in titles issued by pro-Jewish organizations early in this century. 
A principal user of the phrase was Theodor Herzl; I enclose excerpts 
from a recent translation of his works. The term was apparently not 
offensive then. 

In the early 1900's a number of subject headings were established in 
the"••• question" form, among them "Oregon question," "Berlin question," 
"Straits question," "Macedonian question," "Armenian question" and 
"Currency question." This formulation was an expedient method of 
expressing complex topics with an economy of words. Three years ago a 
Washington Post editorial appeared entitled "The Kurdish question", and 
more recently a pair of editorials appeared entitled "Washington's Polish 
Question ••• 11

" ••• And Warsaw's Food Question." This shows that such 
formulations are still occasionally used, both with topics and with 
groups of peoples. 

In the seventy-some years since the heading "Jewish question" was 
established, it appears to have been used with several different 
meanings. The original scope note appearing under the heading "Jews
Political and social conditions" read: 

Here are entered works relating to questions affecting the 
social and political life of the Jews themselves (e.g., 
economic conditions, colonization, etc.) in contradistinction 
to the "Jewish question" in its relation to other races in 
general and to continental Europe in particular. Works on 
the latter subject are entered under Jewish question. 

r 
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. ,,- Dr. Cohen June 21, 1983 

However, for many years the stated definition was often ignored, as 
reported last year when Rabbi Wiener, our cataloger of Judaica materials, 
wrote ae that: 

"Up til now "Jewish question" has usually been applied to works 
dealing with Jews in a negative fashion, also with works 
discussing the problem of the Jew in society in general. "Anti
semitism" was usually applied to works against "Antisemitism11

-, ·· 

manifested in works for which the subject "Jewish question" was 
used. We are considering abolishing- the former [i.e., "Jewish 
question"] ••• " 

The scope note was eliminated sometime before 1978 when the heading under 
which it was given was cancelled and replaced by two headings. 

Although the above paragraphs support our position that we at the 
Library of Congress have not yet cancelled the heading "Jewish question" 
because we do not believe that the term is inherently offensive (although 
what has happened to Jews is offensive), we are prepared to do the 
following: 

1. We will cancel the term in the LC subject headings list. · 

2. For works in the MARC data base, we will eliminate the subject 
heading, replacing it with the existing heading that most nearly 
describes the work as evident from the title. These headings might be 
ones such as "Jews--History," "Jews~Germany," and so forth. In the 
many cases in which the heading "Jewish question" has been one of several 
headings assigned, we will simply eliminate it without replacement. 

3. The cards in our old closed card catalog will remain without change. 
We have stopped making subject changes to this catalog. , 

Please let me know if this course of action meets with your 
approval. 

Enclosure 

Dr. David Cohen 
Ethnic Materials Information Exchange 
Community Facilities Building, Room 251 
Queens College, CUNY 
Flushing, N.Y. 11367 

cc: Ms. Frances Sonnenschein 
r 

Sincerely, 

Mary K. D. Pietris 
Chief 
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Herzl, Theodor. Zionist Writings: Essays and Addresses. 
Volume One: January, 1896-June, 1898. Translated 
from the German by Harry Zohn. New York, Herzl Press, 
1973. 73-76668 

" ••• Herzl, though intoxicated with his discovery of Jewish 
nationalism and the Jewish State as an answer to the Jewish 
problem, nevertheless exercised great self-restraint." pp. 13-14 

"One of these problems is the Jewish Question. The Jewish 
Question•still exists. It would be foolish to deny it. It 
exists wherever Jews live in appreciable numbers. Where it 
does not exist, it will be brought into being by Jews in the 
course of their migrations. Naturally, we move to those places 
where we are not persecuted; and there our presence soon gives 
rise to persecution. This is true and is bound to remain true 
everywhere, even in highly civilized countries--France is a 
case in point--until a political solution is found for the 
Jewish Question." p. 22 

"But because anti-Semitism does exist, we want to keep alive 
the question that has been raised. Basically, and we say this 
in all humility, it is not we who raised the Jewish Question. 
But since it has been raised, we want it to be solved." p. 60 

"You would not believe how many misconceptions, how many horrors 
surround t~e Jewish Question on all sides, within and without, 
and it is part of our misfortune that people cannot as yet 
brook the dispassionate words of those who see the Jewish 
Question with new eyes, as it were. There are so many Jews 
who are frightened by the use of the word "Jew." Now the 
Zionists have ventured to talk about the Jewish Question 
candidly and in such a way that Christians and Jews are 
finally able to discuss it." p. 71 

" ••• our projected public discussion of the Jewish Question is, 
in fact, evidence of the complete loyalty of ·our endeavors ••• 
We do not stick our heads in the sand. The Jewish Question 
exists, it gets worse from day to day, and where it does not 
exist today it will exist tomorrow." p. 80 

"At the Basel Congress an honest attempt to solve the Jewish 
Question in a humane and modern way will for the first time 
be made before the world." p. 129 

"Even today the Jewish Question still arouses passions, as it 
did in olden times, and in this year of grace people are no 
more ready to talk dispassionately about the Jews than they 
have been in the eighteen centuries since our vanquished 
forefathers were dragged off into captivity and dispersed over 
the globe. And yet some Jews dare to assert that there is no 
such thing as a Jewish Question! Oh no, unfortu~ately the 
Jewish Question really does exist, and anyone who has experienced 
it physically or psychically will never be rid of the pain." p. 145 
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Ms. Marjorie Greenrield 
Librarian 

June 29, 1983 

. . 

' . 

Metropolitan Hospital Central Division 
201 North Eighth Street 
Philadelphia, PA. 19106 

Dear Ms. Greenfield: 

I am pleased to inform you that the Library of Congress is eliminating 
the subject beading "The Jevish Question." 

The Chief of the Subject Cataloging Division of the Library of Congress, 
Mary K.D. Pietris, agreed to do so in an address she made on June 24, 1983 
to the Jevish Caucus of the American Library Association during the conven
tion of the American Library Association in Los Angeles. The meeting of the 
Jevish Caucus at which Ms. Pietris spoke vas attended, at my request, by 
Harvey B. Schechter, the Director of the ADL office in Los Angeles. 

Copies of Ms. Pietris' letters to me and to David Cohen are enclosed . 
I am sure you vill be hearing shortly from Dr. Cohen as well as from other 
members of the Jevish Caucus. 

Thank you for your interest in this issue. I am delighted that ve 
vere ab~.e to bring it to a satisfactory conclusion. In addition, as a 
result of your calling this matter to our attention, a more positive relation
ship has developed betveen the Jevisb Caucus of the American Library Associa
tion and the Library of Congress. 

FMS:ai 
Encl: 

Sincerely, / 

~f'/-,~-~ 
Frances M. Sonnenschein 
Director, National Education Department 

l IANNllllO CC : Nathan Perl1Dutter 
Theodore H. freedman 
jtistin j, Finger 
Harvey~- Schechter 

..,, to 11,o NotOONI Difff1or 

"""' !l S. MAIIASCHIN 

'°""'~'ioN 
:;()II flllDMAN 
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•UlfOUTH 

FOONDATIOA 

YliwY,co-........;.. 
AMIN I. mnlN 

823 Ut\lted Natioll~ Plaza, New York, ,-. ,th Str~t & 1st Avenue) 212-490-2525/Cable: ANTIDEFAMEITelex: 649278 
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TiiE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

P~OC!SSING DuAATlONT 

SuaJu:T C...TALOGINO D1VJ110N 

Dear Ks. Sonnenschein: 

WAIHJNCTON, D. C. X2J40 

Jun~ .21, 1983 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have jus~ sent to Dr. David Cohen 
of the Ethnic Materials Information Exchange of the American Library 
Association. 

I believe that it addresses most of the questions raised in your 
letter of May 20. However, it did not discuss the three suggested 
alternatives to the heading "Jewish question" that you had cited in your 
letter. We do not find any of those headings satisfactory for the simple 
reason that the headings do not express the contents of most of the books 
that have received the subject "Jewish question." 

You asked for my opinion about the utility of a task force to 
"advise the Subject Cataloging Division on the treatment of Jews in 
cataloging." I share your opinion that the subject has "been discussed 
in great detail in a number of articles and papers." I therefore am 
conc erned that the task force might simply duplicate work previously 
done. 

I hope you will agree that the solutions described in the letter to 
Dr. Cohen will satisfy your concerns. 

Enclosure 

Ms. Frances M. Sonnenschein 
Director, National Education Department 
Anti-Defamation League of Bnai Britb 
823 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 

,. 

Sincerely, 

f/d1J /C.J. fu°ti;.. 

Mary K. D. Pietris 
Chief 



r 

August 4, 1983 

THE ETHNIC MATERIALS INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
l>,1vid Cohl'n . / )11 1•1 tw 
Sponsored by thl' G rJ duatP ~('hool o f I ihr,try ,ind Info rm.it ion Stud iP\ 
and the Jewish and Ethnic Studie~ Projc>< t , Quel'm CollPg<' 

Frances M. Sonnenschein, Director 
National Education Department 
Anti-Defamation League, B'nai B'rith 
823 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Frances, 

The meeting of the Jewish Librarians Caucus at the Los Angeles ALA Conference 
was very successful in dealing with "the Jewish Question" as raised with the 
Library of Congress by Marjorie Greenfield. As a matter of fact it went 
much better than we anticipated. For example, Mary K. Pietris, Chief of the 
Subjec t Cataloging Division of the Library of Congress was present at the 
meeting and participated actively in the discussion. What is most inter
esting is that Mrs. Pietris invited me out for a 'talk' before the meeting 
got under way in t he very fashionable Bonaventure Hotel. 

We had a discussion which was quite full and exciting relative to the key 
question which was how information about Jewish Americans could be nade more 
accessible in Library of Congress Subject Headings. 
Mrs. Pietris, has agreed to drop the "Jewish Question" as soon as we send 
her a formal letter with such a request. Harvey Schechter from the Los 
Angeles office who was present with his wife was very impressed with the 
proceedings. No doubt you may have already heard from him. 

In order to deal with the larger question of access to information about 
Jewish Americans we set up a formal committee which would make recommenda
tions to the Library of Congress for a more systematic table of headings 
covering Jewish Americans. The following people are on this committee: 
Sandy Berman, Marjorie Greenfield, Susan Freiband, Pearl Berger, Richard 
J. Hyman, May Weine and David Cohen. We are calling this committee The 
Subject Access Committee. Each member of the committee is being asked to 
submit relevant items for the agenda dealing with the appropriate separate 
headings for Jewish Americans. We are also asking Sandy Berman to submit 
a tentative schemata for the consideration of this committee. You'll be 
hearing from us. 

s~~rely, 

,e~en, Director 

DC/abb 
cc: Sandy Berman 

Marjorie Greenfield 
Susan Freiband 

Pearl Berger 
Richard J. Hymau 
May Weine ' 

Community Facilities Building, Room 251 • Queens College, CUNY, Flushing, New York 11367 • 212-520-7194 



DATE: B-11-83 

TO: De.vid Cohen 

HENNEPIN FROM: S,:ndy Berman 

SUBJECT: JEWISH LIBRARIANS CAUCUS SUBJECT ACCESS COMMITTEE: 
DRAFT HECOHi1ENDhTIONS TO LIBR:\RY OF CONGRESS 
SUBJECT CATALOGING DIVISION 

The Jewish Librarians Caucus Subject Access Committee recor.unends tha t the 
Librery elf Congress Subject CatAloging Division, in ord~r to improve 
access to Judaica: 

1. Replace the current fonn, JBWS, .AMERICAN , with JE\-/ISH-AMERICANS, 
thus according Jews the same trea tment enjoyed by other American 
ethnic groups (e.g., ITi'..LHN ANERIC.ANS, JA?t1''ESE A11ERICJ..NS ) . 

2. Establish t hese new heacings, all of which are warranted by 
existing library materials : 

ALIY fr. BETH 

AN'IISENITISH IN CERI STL\NITY 

.AN':"IS:SMITIS!-'i IN T!iE MU~ FORCES 

AN'I'ISEi•lITIS!•: I K Tht NE'd TESTJ-JQT 

BEIRU'i' M;.SStCRE, Si::1-Till·IB;::R 16-18 , 1982--ISRAELI PARTIC I ?!cTION 

BILE1Gu , .L Mi, TEnI /.LS- - =l{GLISH/HBiffiE',/ 

I3ILINGUi-.L M. ... T:i..P.I .. LS--}:::~GLISE/YIDDISH 

Cl-iRISTVli C:illrtCH .Ji;) TiiE JE~ISH EOI.DCAUST (1933-1945) 

Cri:U3?L.N ZlOKISi·; 

CCNCJITK:.TION CJJ-:P SUP.VIVORS 

G.t.Y SYNAGl•GUES 

GEFI'i-TE FISE 

HOM01 HOBIA Ili JUIJ,;Jsi-1 

H1Jj-;;..ns'.i'IC JUD;,ISY. 

JEWISH-J:J{SRICAli D!:.'TBCI'IVES fr,BOR LE.t.D='.RS, ?OLI '1'1CHHS , Rl,DIC:',LS, e tc.J 

JE:'wlSH CCHSBRVATISK 

JE',/ISE G,.YS 

j E'v.'I Sr. Ll::S3IAJ;s 

.iE\·iISH R!.DIC.1'.LISM 
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JEvJISH RESISTANCE AHD REVOLTS 

JE\./ISl: SOCIALISM 

-
KLEZXER 1-iUSIC 

LEBANON--HISTORY--ISRAELI INVASION , 1982 

NAZI FUGITIVES 
• 
NAZI HUNTERS 

PALESTINIAH STJ>SE (PROPOSED) 

SEXISM IN JUDAISN 

SHTETL 

SKOKIE CASE 

YIJ:DISH T~\Tw 

Draft recommendations 
ps.ge 2 

\..SST Bf.NK ( JORIJ;..N RIVER ) --ISRAELI SETTLEI·IBNTS 

3. Replace the current, inaccurately- dated form, HOLOCAUST, JEWISH (1939-1945) , 
with HOLOCAUST, JE"·tiISH (1933-1945) . 

4. Replace these awkward, oddly-fonnulated headings: 

P.J.iERICAN LITERATURE-- with JEWISH-AMERICAN LI'IEii.:.TURE 
JEWISE AUTEORS 

WARSAW--h~STORY-- wi t h WARSAW GHETTO UPRISHiG, 1943 
UPRISING OF 1943 

AYi.~UriOTIC FAl'iILY IDIOCY with TAY-SACHS' DISE;.SE 

NJ..TIQl;;.1 SOCIALISM with NAZISM 

SLAUGET~iUNG Alill with 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES--JEWS 

SCHECTING (or SIIECl-iTING) 

r 
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5. I!!sti tute the following cross- references : 

Hol ocaust, Jewish (1933-1945) 

x Shoe.h 

Synagogues 

x J~wish synagogues 
Shula 
Temples , Jewish 

Bible . O. T. 

x Bible , Jewish 
Jewish Bibl e 

J ews--Per secutions 

x Pogr oms 
Progroms 

Babiy Yar Massacre , 1941 

xx Anti semi tis:z:- -Ukr :..1ine 
Holocaust , Jewis:h (1,233-1945) 
Je~s--Persecutions br Jews , 

Ukrcinian--Persecution.§] 

Draft recommendations 
page 3 

Mysticism--Judaism 

x Jewish mysti cism 

J ews--Diaspora 

x Jewish Diaspora 
J ews-·-Ge.lu t 

Yorn Kippur 

x Day of Repentance (Judaism) 

Entebbe Ai rport Raid , 1976 

x I sraeli Raid, Ent ebbe Airport , 1976 
Uganda Airport Raid , 1976 

Auschwitz Trial , Frankfurt Am Xain, 
1963-1965 

xx Eolocaust , Jewish (1,2.33-1945) 
Jews--Persecutions Lo~ Jews, 

European--Persecution.§] 

6. EliL1irn, te "Christian primacy" i::-: religious headings by means of glosses , suffixes , 
prefixes; e . g . , establ ishing 

CH~ISTH.N GOD 

CERISTLL.?l D~-✓0'I'I0;:;.1 

LIT.C:.~,TURE 

or 

or 

~GELS ( c:-::US1'L:.~~ITY) 

GO::) (CERISTHHI'I"Y) 

7. Assign "Jewish" headings for works in particular genres , whether authored by one 
or more persons ; e . g., 

F.i:. IRY Ti.LES , JE'vlISH 

· ERAELI F:CTICN 

, 

LEG ENDS , JE'·rlI SH 

ISRAELI POE'IRY 

J E',JISH- JiJ\!ERICAN ESSAYS 



Please enter my subscription to the Jewish Librarians Caucus -
Newsletter. Enclosed is $7.50. 

Nam, ____________ _ 
Address, ___________ _ 

City/State/Zip. ________ _ 

Send to Sylvia Eisen, 690 Anderson Avenue, Franklin Square, N.Y., N.Y. 11010 

J.L.C. 
c/o Lillian Kahn 
90 Morningside Drive flJ 
Nev York, NY 10027 ..... 

-,,If(.► 

A,ne<t Let I/\ L 6. A 5SeV\. 

t~~cJ. ~vwders Llbr~ 

5'o €. Huro n s+. 
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