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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Thanks to the publicity we received in American Libraries following the 
Midwinter meeting, several people have written to me asking about our group, 
what we do, and where we will be meeting this summer. Interestingly, no one 
from the Research Libraries Group has been in touch regarding our objections 
to their logo. Although we voted not to take formal action, a sensitive 
organization -- particularly one which is in business after a fashion -- would 
have at least explained its point of view. 

Please note the details on our meeting at the ALA annual conference, described 
on page 2 in this Newsletter. The program should be an interesting and 
exciting one, as we wil get to see one of the most prolific publishers of 
Judaica in this country. 

This is ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY the last time I will be able to serve as your 
president. I will become chairman of the Intellectual Freedom Round Table at 
the end of the Philadelphia conference. In addition, I will be working on 
local arrangements and IFRT program planning for the 1983 conference! which 
will be held in Los Angeles. The president's duties are simple : presiding at 
the meetings at annual and midwinter conferences, and arranging the scheduling 
of those meetings with the ALA Conference Arrangements office. 

I will be happy to work with your new president in planning a program in 1983 
for the Caucus. We have a number of exciting places of Jewish interest, 
including libraries, bookstores, and museums, which we can visit as a group or 
individually I look forward to sharing the pleasures of America's second
largest Jewish community with you particularly those who have not 
previously visited the City of Angels. (See Richard Levy's article on Jewish 
Los Angeles in The Third Jewish Catalog.) 

If any members are Shomer Shabbat 
and need a place to stay to observe 
Shabbat in a kosher home, please let 
me know. I have the name of a 
Philadelphia family who has offered 
Shabbat hospitality to anyone 
needing it. 

I hope to see 
business and 
Philadelphia. 

many of you at 
program meetings 

Shalom, 
Sue Kamm 
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in 
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CAUCUS TO HEAR JPS OFFICIAL, VISIT PUBLISHER'S OFFICE 

Bernard I. Levinson, Executive Vice President of the 
Jewish Publication Society of America, will be both 
speaker and host at the Jewish Librarians Caucus 
annual program meeting on Monday, July 12, beginning 
at 9: 30 A.M., at the JPS headquarters. This is a 
change from the Tuesday afternoon program previously 
announced in the ALA Preliminary Program Announce
ment which ALA members received recently. 

Because the Society may be moving prior to the ALA 
conference, those planning to attend the meeting 
should check the ALA conference program supplement 
or call the Society's office in Philadelphia to 
learn the exact address. 

In addition to describing the JPS publishing pro
gram, Mr. Levinson will show some of the rare and 
unusual books in the Society's collection. The new 
translation of Ketuvim (Writings), which completes 
the JPS's publication of the Tanach, should be 
published by the time of our meeting. 

I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN YOU FOR DINNER IN PHILADELPHIA 
ON SATURDAY NIGHT, JULY 10, 6:30 to 8:30 P.M. 
(Restaurant to be selected.) I PREFER: 

Kosher ------- Price Range: Under $6 ---$6 to $10 
Non-Kosher ---

$10 to $15 ---- ---
I need transportation 
I can provide transportation ______ _ 

I can be reached at the Conference at: ________ _ 

Name ________________________ _ 

Address. _______________________ _ 

Telephone#-!.( ___ ~):._ _____________ _ 

Please mail to LILLIAN KAHN, 11 DARTMOUTH PLACE, BOSTON, MA 02116. 
For further information, contact her at (617) 262-4442. 
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THE "JEWISH QUESTION" IN SUBJECT CATALOGING 

It's reasonable, I think, to expect that the subject treatment of Jewish 
materials should do two things: 

Provide full and swift access to those materials by both Jews themselves 
and interested Gentiles. 

Use headings that: 
Specifically and accurately represent or denote Jewish subjects. 
Don't bias the library patron against the materials or the topics. 
Reflect the language, experience, and viewpoints of Jews, not Gentiles, 
of victims, not victimizers. 

The two fundamental goals or functions, then, are: access and equity. But, 
unfortunately, they are not the reality of Judaica subject cataloging, at 
least not as performed by the Library of Congress and its lockstep followers. 
And, by extension, they are not the reality of MARC and OCLC records, which 
rarely betray any serious deviation from LC-established norms. 

While it can safely -- and sadly -- be argued that no ethnic nor religious 
groups, apart from WASPs, enjoy truly adequate and equitable subject 
treatment, Jews undoubtedly fare worse than all others. I can only guess 
about why that's the case, but there's no mystery whatever about how it 
happens. There are two modes: First, through the context and form ~ the 
vocabulary. And, second, by the way that vocabulary is actually applied. 

The vocabulary problem iteslf divides into several aspects: 

Clearly defamatory, palpably Goyish terminology like JEWISH QUESTION and -
very recently -- that whole sequence of asinine and demeaning headings: 
JEWS AS FARMERS, JEWS AS SOLDIERS, JEWS AS SCIENTISTS, etc. (which inciden
tally coexisted for decades with JEWISH CRIMINALS, no "as" considered 
necessary to express doubt about a Jew's fitness for being a crook). 

A special or peculiar approach to Jews and Judaica, exemplified by the 
almost exclusive use of --JEWS as an ethnic subdivision under topics like 
BANKING AND BANKERS, CAPITALISTS AND FINANCIERS, COMMUNISM, and RADICALISM 
as well as the refusal -- absolutely unique in the handling of American 
minority groups -- to recognize Jews as genuine, legitimate citizens of the 
United States. The sole relevant heading remains JEWS IN THE UNITED 
STATES, even though similar rubrics for other peoples -- headings like 
POLES IN THE UNITED STATES, ITALIANS IN THE UNITED STATES, and ASIANS IN 
THE UNITED STATES -- have been rightly complemented over the past several 
years with the compound, non-alien forms, POLISH-AMERICANS, ITALIAN
AMERICANS, and ASIAN-AMERICANS. A second- or third-generation Dimaggio or 
Scarpelli is an "Italian-American," but a second- or third-generation 
Epstein or Berman is only a "Jew in the United States." The LC heading -
in stark contrast to CSLA's JEWISH-AMERICANS bespeaks something of 
impermanence, and perhaps undesirability, in effect saying: "These people 
don't really belong here. We don't want them here. And they' re sure-as
hell not going to stay here. 

(continued, next page) 
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"JEWISH QUESTION" ••• cont'd. 

A failure to create and assign headings for Jewish-related subjects amply 
represented in both print and audivisual media, e.g., 

KIBBUTZ which now appears merely as a see reference to COLLECTIVE SETTLEMENTS 
--ISRAEL, meaning that typical catalog 7sers searching in the Ks won't "hit" 
the subject on their first try and may well be turned-off altogether. Two 
precedents for the direct and familiar form: the Index to Jewish Periodicals 
uses KIBBUTZIM as a primary descriptor, while Hennepin County Library long ago 
installed KIBBUTZ (ISRAELI COLLECTIVE SETTLEMENT). 

SHTETL (at Hennepin, emphatically not a "Jewish" Library, we've already 
assigned SHTETL to more than two dozen works, and the Index to Jewish 
Periodicals acknowledges the topic with a heading for JEWS IN EUROPE-- SHTETL.) 

JEWISH RESISTANCE AND REVOLTS ( which at HCL parallels rubrics for AFRICAN 
RESISTANCE AND REVOLTS, WOMEN'S RESISTANCE AND REVOLTS, INDIAN RESISTANCE AND 
REVOLTS, etc.) 

BAS or BAT MITZVAH (the counterpart to BAR MITZVAH.) 
BAGELS 
GEFILTE FISH 
GHETTOS 

NAZI FUGITIVES applicable, e.g., to M. Bar-Zohar's Avengers (1967), S. 
Wiesenthal's Murderers among Us (1967), and H. Blum's Wanted! The Search for 
Nazis in America (1977). 

ALIYAH BETH 
CONCENTRATION CAMP SURVIVORS 

ANTISEMITISM IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ( lately assigned at HCL, with a FICTION 
subhead, to Ben Friedman's 1977 novel, The Anguish of Father Rafti.) 

ANTISEMITISM IN THE ARMED FORCES (applied at HCL to Harold W. Felton' s 1978 
biography of Uriah Phillips Levy.) 

SEXISM IN JUDAISM 
HOMOPHOBIA IN JUDAISM 
BILINGUAL MATERIALS--ENGLISH/HEBREW and the corollary BILINGUAL MATERIALS--

ENGLISH/YIDDISH 
JEWISH-AMERICAN POLITICIANS 
JEWISH-AMERICAN DETECTIVES 
JEWISH GAYS 

folkloric persons and places like CHELM, SCHLEMIEHL, and LILITH. 

folkloric characters like DAVID SMALL, the protagonist of Harry Kemelman' s 
"Rabbi" stories, and SADIE SHAPIRO, who stars in a series of novels by Robert 
Kimmel Smith. 

and literary prizes -- like the SCHWARTZ JUVENILE BOOK AWARDS, EPSTEIN AWARDS, 
and EDWARD LEWIS WALLANT BOOK AWARDS -- that could be applied as labels or 
tags to the laureate works themselves, making it easy to identify those award 
winners that are actually in the collection. 

Excerpted from Sanford Berman's The Joy of Cataloging, Oryx Press, 1981. 
Further selections will be published by our Newletter in coming issues. 
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HEBREW UNIVERSITY LIBRARY CREATES ONLINE CATALOG IN-HOUSE 

To replace its card catalog, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem has developed 
the Automated Library Expandable Program Hebrew University (ALEPH), a user
friendly public access catalog and technical processing system. ALEPH 
provides author, title, subject, and combined subject access to the collection 
of the University's new Mount Scopus Library for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences. Terminals throughout the Mount Scopus library and other Hebrew 
University libraries and departments provide decentralized on-line access in 
both Hebrew and English. The system uses Library of Congress subject 
headings. Librarians hope to use LC MARC tapes to add records to the system 
in the future. 

Implementation of the on-line system occurred after librarians combined 26 
departmental library collections to create the new Mount Scopus library, 
reclassified the combined collection using the Library of Congress scheme, 
created online records for all holdings, and moved 400,000 books to the new 
humanities and social sciences library site. 

JUDAIC CASE LAW IS GATHERED INTO A DATA BANK IN CHICAGO 

The Jewish tradition of responsa (cases representing a body of knowledge in 
question-and-answer form that has been compiled for 1,200 years) is 
essentially the cumulative weight of Judaic case law, 5,000 published volumes 
of rabbinical opinions compiled from Jewish communities worldwide. Thousands 
more are bound and stored in library stacks. For centuries, responsa research 
has been a plodding task, an interminable search for references and precedents 
in Judaic law as seen through so many episodes in Jewish life. 

Since early April, however, the search has been considerably quickened through 
a program offered in Chicago by the Institute for Computers in Jewish Life, a 
non-profit organization that, in cooperation with Bar-Ilan University in Ramat 
Gan, Israel, makes available to scholars 176 volumes of responsa literature 
transcribed into computer form. "It's a major new tool for Talmudic and 
Rabbinical research," said Dr. Ismar Schorch, provost of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New York. "It really enables you to cut across a vast 
volume of literature." 

The responsa project, which began at Bar-Ilan in 1967, has proved to be a boon 
not only to legal scholars but to people who are interested in searching for 
examples of life and culture in past centuries. For example, in the course of 
pursuing legal questions, the responsa touches on such subjects as interest 
rates in medieval Italy, wine-making and the social structure of the feudal 
system. The Institute for Computers in Jewish Life is an outgrowth of the 
Jewish University of America in Skokie, Illinois. The Institute also prepares 
Judaic applications of home and school video games, including computerized 
lessons in Hebrew grammar and Jewish history, customs and lore. 
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Book Reviews 

SEPHARDIC STUDIES, A RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Garland Publishing Company in cooperation with ADELANTRE, the Judezmo Society 
(4594 Bedford Ave. Brooklyn, NY, 11235), has recently published as part of 
their extensive Reference Library of the Humanities series, a new bibliography 
on Sephardic studies. The work, scholarly and international in scope, aims to 
promote further comparative studies of Judezmo, Yiddish and other Jewish 
languages, their literature and folklore. 

Books, sections of books and encyclopedias, journal articles, theses and 
dissertations, and recorded material (music) of scholarly value are included. 
Even though there are no annotations and the publisher is missing in the case 
of books, the bibliography is a useful addition to comparative and inter
disciplinary research in the fields of Sephardic and Judezmo studies. 

Under each of five broad topics -- general works on Sephardic Jewry, Judezmo 
language, Judezmo literature, Judezmo folklore and folklife, and historical 
background, citations are arranged alphabetically by author. There are author 
and subject indexes, and an appendix listing institutions and organizations 
concerned with Sephardic studies. Another useful feature of the work is the 
introduction placing the bibliography in its scholarly context and defining 
terms. 

Sephardic Studies, A Research Bibliography was compiled by David M. Bunis as a 
result of a course he taught at Columbia University in Judezmo language and 
literature. 

Susan Freiband, Institute for Intercultural Studies and Reseach, Our Lady of 
the Lake University, San Antonio, Texas. 

* * * * * 

HANUKKAH: EIGHT NIGHTS, EIGHT LIGHTS. 
PASSOVER: A SEASON OF FREEDOM. 
ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM KIPPUR: SWEET BEGINNINGS. 

Malka Drucker. New York: Holiday House. 1980, 1981, 1981. 

The first three volumes of a projected seven-book series by Drucker on Jewish 
Holidays, Hanukkah, Passover, and Rosh Hashanah are uniformly excellent. The 
three books have been produced with care. They are carefully researched and 
well-organized, visually pleasing, with interesting and varied photographs, in 
addition to attractive drawings by Brom Hoban. 

Although intended for older children and young teenagers, Drucker's books are 
written with such intelligence and respect that they are appropriate for 

(continued, next page) 
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BOOK REVIEWS, cont'd. 

adults as well. Drucker never talks down to the reader, and while 
her own Jewish knowledge and traditional commitment are clear, she 
writes without being didactic and with acceptance of a wide range of 
Jewish observance. 

Drucker' s tone is warm and personal. Each book begins with a fore
word addressed "To the Reader," which sets the tone of the volume. 
This is especially well-done in Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, which 
are, as Drucker explains, 

the holiest and most solemn days of the Jewish year ••• 
also the most difficult to understand because, unlike 
other Jewish holidays, they don't celebrate a season or 
an important historical event. Instead they celebrate 
something intensely personal and extraordinary -- the 
human being's ability to grow and change. 

In this book, as in Passover and Hanukkah, Drucker successfully 
presents the Jewish holidays in terms of both their rich particu
larity and the important universal concepts and meanings, the social 
consciousness and ethical imperatives that they embody and encourage. 

Each of the b0oks describes appropriate crafts, ga~es, and foods, as 
well as song and prayers, and contains a glossary and list of 
additional suggested readings. The crafts, too, are presented with 
unusual creativity and thoughtfulness. For example, in discussing 
making a mizrah ("a decorative plaque placed on the eastern wall in 
the traditional Jewish homes"), Drucker concludes, 

Don't forget that your mizrah must be hung on the 
eastern wall of your house or apartment. Even if you 
don't pray every day, the mizrah can be a resting place 
for you. You can pause in the midst of a busy day, look 
at it for a minute, then close your eyes and remember 
that you still have Gd all around you. Some people call 
this pause a meditation. 

As Drucker says in her "Afterword" to Hanukkah, 

I want this book to be useful as well as informative ••• 
Being Jewish has to do with deed, not creed. In other 
words, it's the doing, not only the knowing, that 
matters. There are many reasons for lighting the 
candles, but the most important thing is to light them. 
Then you will have moved the holiday from your mind to 
your heart and hand. 

Madeleine Cohen Oakley is Assistant Director, the Insurance Library 
Association of Boston. 
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THE SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER 

In a recent mailing by the Simon Wiesenthal Center (9760 West Pico Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California 90035), Glenn Ford, one of the first Americans to enter 
Dachau after World World II, warned against the growing anti-Semitism in the 
U.S. He praised the Center for its efforts in countering the propaganda of the 
Institute for Historical Review (which claims that the Holocaust was a myth), 
the KKK, and the American Nazi Party. 

Through a variety of programs, the Simon Wiesenthal Center is reaching people, 
alerting them to the need to fight bigotry. For example, the Center has 
established the largest Holocaust museum in the US. The Center is also working 
with prominent educators to develop pilot projects in which Holocaust programs 
will be established as part of the curriculum in public schools throughout the 
country. Further, the Center conducts outreach programs in schools, programs 
in which representatives of the Center, including Holocaust survivors, conduct 
audio-visual programs on the Holocaust. 

The Center is publishing a Journal of Holocaust Studies which is being 
distributed to libraries and schools. The Center has also launched a national 
public affairs radio program to be broadcast over as many as 180 stations. 
Perhaps the most renowned of the Center's programs is its multi-media program 
to be set up in major areas across the US. Narrated by Orson Welles and 
Elizabeth Taylor, this full-length program draws upon the vast array of 
material gathered from world libraries, archives, museums and contemporary 
sources, and includes original music scored by Elmer Bernstein. 

DANZIG 1939 at THE HARVARD SEMITIC MUSEUM 

On April 5, 1982, the Harvard Semitic Museum opened its door to the public for 
the first time in forty years with the exhibit Danzig 1939: Treasures of a 
Destroyed Community. When the Museum was established in 1889, founder Jacob 
Henry Schiff' s intention was to "promote sound knowledge of Semitic languages 
and history." Danzig 1939 symbolizes an ominous moment in the history of a 
Semitic people -- indeed in the history of mankind. 

In 1933, the Free City of Danzig (Gdansk) elected the first Nazi government in 
Europe -- a government whose aim was to make the city "free of Jews." By 1939 
two-thirds of the Jews had left Danzig and the great Synagogue was destined for 
destruction. In April, the elders of the community assembled in the Synagogue 
to pack its valued collection of ritual objects and memorabilia and send it to 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America for safekeeping. The huge crates 
arrived in New York with the stipulation that if, after fifteen years, there 
was no Jewish community left in Danzig, the treasures were to remain in America 
for the education and the inspiration of the rest of the world. 

The Jewish Museum in New York researched the collection and put on display , not 
just the beautiful objects themselves, but also documents which bear testimony 
to the vitality of the Jewish life in Danzig, now destroyed. The exhibits 
consist of 134 objects, from kiddush cups and spice boxes to tapestries and 
wedding contracts, dating from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. It 
represents the sole collection of ritual and ceremonial objects saved in its 
entirety by a European Jewish community. 

Danzig 1939 is both a commemoration and an affirmation: it reminds us of what 
was destroyed by the Holocaust and it celebrates the continuity of Jewish 
tradition. 
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NOTES ••• NOTES ••• NOTES ••• 

RLG LOGO: THE DEBATE CONTINUES In an article entitled, "RLG symbol 
questioned," which appeared in the 3/8/82 issue of American Libraries, 
the reporter noted that at a recent session of the Jewish Librarians 
Caucus some members objected to the logo adopted by the Research 
Libraries Group because it looked like a swastika. Despite the 
publicity, no one from the RLG has contacted us regarding our objection. 
Please let us know your reaction to the logo. 

JUDAICA CATALOGS Two new catalogs have appeared which may be useful for 
Synagogue as well as school libraries. Schocken Books (200 Madison Ave., 
NY, NY 10016) has a 14-page listing "Schocken Judaica," including titles 
on the Holocaust. The University of Chicago's Studies in the History of 
Judaism has a new announcement on their "Titles in Judaica" (University 
of Chicago Press, 5801 South Ellis Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60637). 

MULTI-YEAR CALENDARS On the long-standing issue of sensitizing others to 
dates of importance to Jews, especially the major Jewish holidays, 
multi-year calendars are available at 50¢ each from the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America, 116 E.27 St., NY, NY 10016. The 
calendars cover the years 1979-1999 and include a condensed guide to the 
holidays. 

BOOKS IN RUSSIAN The Council of Jewish Federations makes available, in 
Russian translation, 70 significant Jewish books as an aid in resettling 
Soviet Jews. The catalog includes Exodus by Leon Uris, The Slave by 
Isaac Bashevis Singer and Operation Entebbe by Uri Dan. The catalog is 
available from Publication Dept., World Zionist Organization - American 
Section, Inc., 515 Park Ave., NY, NY 10022. 

NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARDS Mark Helprin, author of Ellis Island and 
Other Stories, was named winner of the Jewish Fiction Prize for 1982 
conferred by the Jewish Welfare Board's Book Council. The National 
Jewish Book Awards are now in their 33rd year. In other categories, the 
winners were: 

Children's Literature: Kathryn Lasky, The Night Journey. 
Jewish History : David Ruderman, The World of a Renaissance Jew. 
Jewish Thought: Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative. 
Israel: Howard M. Sachar, Egypt and Israel. 
Visual Arts: Janet Blatter and Sybil Milton, Art of the Holocaust. 
Yiddish Literature: Joshua A. Fishman, Never Say Die! 
Holocaust: Michael Marrus and Robert O. Paxton, Vichy France and the 
Jews. 

In addition, certificates of achievement were given to the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations for The Torah: A Modern Commentary and to 
the Jewish Publication Society on completion of its new translation of 
the Bible. Sixteen Judaica libraries have also been cited by the Jewish 
Book Council. The category winners each received $500, and a citation 
was presented to their publishers. Judges included experts in each 
category. 
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CULTURAL EVENTS OF JEWISH INTEREST 

LEIVICK' S GOLEM PRESENTED BY THE COCTEAU The Jean Cocteau Repertory (NYC) 
recently offered, in English, H. Leivick's classic Yiddish drama, The Golem. 
Written in 1920, the play is based on the legend about a golem, a manlike 
creature created out of clay by Rabbi Judah Lowe, the Mahar al of Prague, to 
destroy anti-Semites and to thwart a blood libel being planned as a pretext 
for the elimination of the Jews. A reviewer of the Cocteau production called 
the play "a powerful and poetic inquiry into man and the use of violence, even 
in a good cause." 

JEWISH OPERA IN ENGLISH On May 8 and 9, The 92nd Street Y (NYC) presented the 
world premiere in English of Mikhoels The Wise. Solomon Mikhoels, an out
standing personality of the avant-garde theatre craze that swept Moscow in the 
1920' s, is considered by many historians to be the greatest Yiddish actor of 
the twentieth century. His mysterious death in 1948 marked the end of any 
hope for Jewish life in the Soviet Union. The music for the opera was 
composed by Bruce Adolphe and the libretto was written by Mel Gordon. 

RECITAL: JEWISH HERITAGE BY RIVKA GOLANI-ERDESZ As part of the Hebrew Arts 
School's Heritage Concerts Series, the violinist Rivka Golani-Erdesz gave a 
recital on March 28 in the Abraham Goodman House in New York City. A former 
member of the Israeli Philharmonic, she lives in Toronto and is married to 
Otto Erdesz, a noted viola maker. The program was dedicated to the late 
Israeli composer and violinist, Oedoen Partos, with whom Golani-Erdesz 
studied. In addition to works by Partos and Bloch, Golani-Erdesz performed 
the American premiere of "Noctuae Carmina" by Yehekel Braun, an Israeli 
composer. 

GERMAN FILM FACES HOLOCAUST Peter Lillienthal, the most prominent Jewish film 
director in Germany, felt hatred for the first time in his life during the 
year he worked on "David," the story of a boy who survived the Holocaust. He 
hated what he sensed were the same old undercurrents of German life: 
non-connnitment and abdication of responsibility. And he felt despair at the 
reflection of a similar, comfortable detachment within Germany's tiny, 
fragmented Jewish connnunity. 

"David" is based on an autobiographical book, David: Report of a Survivor by 
Joel Koenig, who escaped from the Nazis, made his way to Palestine, studied 
medicine in the United States and is now a chemist in Holland. Lillienthal 
was shooting "David," the first West German film to deal directly with the 
Jewish fate, when "Holocaust" was shown on German television. 

"David" won the 1979 Berlin Festival's Golden Bear award for Best Film, but 
had only modest connnercial success. It was shown after "Holocaust." In a 
recent interview published in The Boston Globe, Lillienthal said sarcastically 
that "audiences expected a film with action, fire, Nazis, people being 
burned. But this was a quiet family story." 

The Newsletter wishes to publicize Jewish cultural events. We would appreciate 
contributions of broad interest from our readers. 
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