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The top censored story of 1996 warned that despite enormous danger, huge 
expense, and a clear alternative-solar power-the U.S. government is pushing ahead 
with the October, 1997, launch of its Cassini probe to Saturn, carrying 72.3 pounds 
of plutonium-238. 

Project Censored, a media watch group based at Sonoma State University that 
encompasses over 125 faculty, student and community experts, contends that the mass 
media should have warned the public about the risks involved with the mission before 
moving forward with the launch of the probe. 

Project Censored, a national media research effort now in its twenty-first year, 
locates stories about significant issues that are not widely publicized by the national 
news media. 

Following are the top ten under-reported stories of 1996: 
1. Risking the World: Nuclear Proliferation in Space. In 1997, NASA plans to 

launch the Cassini probe into space carrying 72 pounds of lethal plutonium-238, risking 
disbursement upon liftoff or reentry into the atmosphere during a 42,300 miles per 
hour fly-by Earth. 

2. Shell's Oil, Africa's Blood. Following Nigeria's execution of nine Ogoni 
activists protesting Royal Dutch/Shell's environmental devastation of their homeland, 
evidence has surfaced indicating Shell encouraged Nigerian military action against 
the protesters. 

3. Big Perks for Wealthy Hidden in Minimum Wage Bill. The Small Business Job 
Protection Act of 1996 includes unpublicized provisions aimed at neither small business 
owners nor their employees. 

4. Public Relations Industry's Secret War on Activists. Strategies employed by 
major PR firms to influence and manipulate public opinion and policy include defama
tion, deception, and "Astroturf" campaigns. 

5. Corporate Crime: Whitewash at the Justice Department. The Justice Depart
ment neglects to effectively regulate or prosecute "white-collar" crime, which costs 
society IO to 50 times more than street crime. 

6. New Mega-Merged Banking Behemoths= Big Risk. Massive consolidation of 
the nation's banking resources means higher rates for consumers, and dramatically 
increases taxpayer liability should a bailout similar to the S&L crisis become necessary. 

(continued on page 106) 
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Illinois libraries combat county-based 
obscenity legislation 

By Robert P. Doyle, Illinois Library Association (ILA) 
Executive Director 

Hindsight is wonderful. The reasons for our failures 
or our successes always seem so clear when viewed with 
the beneficial wisdom of time. A splendid illustration of 
this is the fight to prevent a recently proposed amend
ment to Illinois's obscenity.laws that would have changed 
the defining jurisdiction for obscenity from the state to 
each county. The library community won the fight and 
the amendment was not passed. Viewed after the fact, 
it seems obvious that all the right decisions were made 
and that ILA's plans were well developed and the follow
through right on the mark. But the truth is the battle to 
stop this amendment was fought one day at a time. Each 
day, each event, each decision was the result of con
siderable soul searching, endless discussion, sleepless 
nights, and second-guessing. 

what was the proposed legislation? 
The "Neighborhood Protection Act," as it has 

sometimes been called, was proposed as an amendment 
to Illinois's obscenity legislation. The Illinois Criminal 
Code defines obscenity and child pornography and pro
vides criminal penalties and forfeiture of monies and 
assets generated by these crimes. The law also establishes 
the right of victims to seek civil liability against manufac
turers, producers, and wholesale distributors of obscene 
materials which proximately caused a convicted party to 
commit criminal sexual assault, criminal sexual abuse, 
or aggravated versions of those crimes. The statewide 
standard declares that something is obscene if the average 
person, applying contemporary adult community stan
dards, would find that it appeals to prurient interest and 
describes sexual acts in a patently offensive way. 

The various "neighborhood protection" bills proposed 
in Illinois sought to amend those laws and change the 
standard for obscenity from a statewide standard to one 
that would allow each of Illinois's 102 counties to create 
its own definition of obscenity. 

The proposed legislation was introduced in March, 
1995, during the 89th Illinois General Assembly. The bill 
was passed by the Senate Judiciary Committee, and then 
easily passed the full Senate on May 3, 1995, by a vote 
of 40 to 14 with 1 not voting. The bill then went to the 
House and was referred to the House Rules Committee, 
where it stayed until November 21, 1996, when it was 
assigned to the House Judiciary Criminal Law 
Committee. 

The next day the ILA Executive Board held a con
ference call with ILA's legislative consultant, the direc
tor and staff from the Illinois State Library, the chair 
of the ILA Public Policy Committee, a representative of 
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the Illinois School Library Media Association, and the 
directors of the Illinois Library Systems. Press releases 
were prepared and distributed, and testimony was 
presented by the ILA Executive Director to the House 
Judiciary Criminal Law Committee, but the bill passed 
the committee review and went to the full House. 

On January 6, 1997, the bill failed to pass the Illinois 
House of Representatives even though the vote was 52 
in favor 49 against, with 6 voting "present" and 11 not 
voting. Sixty votes in favor are required for legislation 
to pass in Illinois. The 89th Illinois General Assembly 
adjourned on January 7, 1997, preventing further action. 
Seventeen days later, however, the same legislation was 
reintroduced in the new 90th General Assembly with new 
bill numbers. On April 23, 1997, the proposed legisla
tion failed to pass the Illinois House of Representatives 
by a margin of two votes. The vote was 58 in favor to 
48 opposed with 7 voting "present" and 5 not voting. 

who supported the bill? 
Several organizations actively supported this legisla

tion: the Illinois Family Institute, based in Glen Ellyn, 
Ill., the National Law Center for Children and Families 
in Fairfax, Va., the Illinois Christian Coalition, and the 
Family-PAC. They are well-organized, well-financed, 
hardworking and sophisticated advocates for their cause. 
Sometimes called the "Neighborhood Protection Strike 
Force," the supporters of the proposed legislation 
prepared flyers, wrote letters, made phone calls, and 
picketed the offices of representatives they viewed as 
opposed to the bill. 

The proponents of the bill argued that all of Illinois 
was being held to Chicago standards, which they claimed 
are much more lenient than elsewhere in the state. They 
stated that "Chicago smut peddlers determine 
obscenity," and they claimed that the Illinois obscenity 
laws are difficult to enforce and prosecute. Their primary 
targets were video stores and other "convenience" 
type stores that sell what they termed hard-core 
pornography. 

what were the library community's objections? 
As in other states, many libraries in Illinois serve 

residents in more than one county. With the possibility 
of each county adopting a different definition of 
obscenity, access to some library materials might be 
restricted based on the library user's county of residence. 
Collections might have to be separated, and library users' 
residences monitored by county. The differing definitions 
of obscenity would present administrative and public rela
tions difficulties when constituents become frustrated and 
angry at these new restrictions and distinctions. 

Borrowing between libraries might have been jeopar
dized. In fiscal year 1995, more than a half million items 
were loaned among the 3,000 libraries in Illinois. If this 
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legislation were enacted, libraries, in order to avoid poten
tial liability problems, may have had to refuse to share 
their materials with residents of other counties. 

Finally, the proposed legislation would have presented 
serious complications in sharing information electroni
cally. For example, a library serving residents in two 
counties could allow access to electronic information 
(e.g., dial-in computers) to residents in one of the coun
ties, but would not be able to offer it in the other. Or 
the library may not be able to continue sharing a con
tract for electronic resources with a nearby library, school 
district or community college. Given the speed of 
technological innovation and change, the administrative 
procedures required to adhere to a change in the law 
would be unrealistic and exorbitantly expensive for 
libraries. 

Even though librarians were not considered the poten
tial lawbreakers or targets, the proposed legislation would 
have applied to 3,000 Illinois libraries, 5,000 library 
trustees, and over 25,000 staff members who work in 
those libraries. The ILA believed libraries would more 
easily become the targets of campaigns to remove material 
labeled offensive. ILA's objections to the amendment 
also noted that parental guidance, education and 
state/national standards were better solutions than 102 
different, and possibly conflicting, legal interpretations. 

what was ILA's response to the proposed legislation? 
ILA responded by forming a broad based coalition of 

groups who shared its concerns about the ramifications 
of this proposed legislation. The coalition included: the 
American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression, 
the American Civil Liberties Union, the American 
Association of Law Libraries, the American Library 
Association, the Association of American Publishers, the 
Association of Research Libraries, the Cable Television 
and Communications Association of Illinois, the Chicago 
Association of Law Libraries, the Freedom to Read 
Foundation, the Illinois Association of Biology Teachers, 
the Illinois Association of Teachers of English, the Illinois 
Broadcast Association, the Illinois Education Associa
tion, the Illinois National Organization for Women
NOW, the Illinois Press Association, the Illinois Prin
cipals Association, the Illinois Reading Council, the Il
linois Retail Merchants Association, the Illinois School 
Library Media Association, the Illinois chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association, the Illinois chapter of the 
Video Software Dealers Association, Media Coalition, 
the Motion Picture Association of America, Inc., the Na
tional Association of Recording Merchandisers, the 
Recording Industry Association of America and NILR: 
A Consortium of Illinois Community Colleges, Colleges 
and Universities. 

The coalition's response was to enlist their members 
to call and write their legislators. Each coalition member 
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had designated legislators on whom to focus their atten
tion. In addition to forming the coalition, ILA mobilized 
its members using the fax machine, the telephone and the 
Internet. Letter-writing campaigns by ILA members to 
their own legislators were implemented. Fact sheets were 
prepared and distributed to ILA members and the coali
tion. A new electronic discussion group for legislative 
issues was established, and the ILA website posted 
legislative updates. Suggestions were distributed on how 
best to handle tough questions from legislators, reporters 
or the general public. Conference calls and meetings were 
held involving the Association's Public Policy Commit
tee, the Executive Board, and library systems directors. 
Both ILA President Ruth E. Faklis and ILA Executive 
Director Robert P. Doyle presented testimony to the 
House Judiciary Criminal Law Committee at different 
times. ILA also responded in positive ways to the negative 
tactics of the bills' supporters. For example, ILA 
presented certificates of appreciation to the legislators 
who were picketed and who showed extraordinary sup
port for libraries. 

At several points in the process, there was serious 
discussion about seeking an amendment that would 
exempt libraries from the legislation. There was a general 
feeling that an exemption would stem the debate and nar
row the focus to the bill's stated primary targets: video 
stores, and hard-core pornography stores. ILA drafted 
an amendment exempting libraries in the proposed legisla
tion. There were strong indications, however, that an 
exemption would not be accepted by the sponsors. This 
confirmed fears that libraries were targets of the 
legislation. 

After much consideration and discussion, ILA decided 
not to seek an exemption, but to remain faithful to the 
stated principles of the Association's and the coalition's 
objectives. As stated by ILA's Vice-President/President 
Elect Kathleen Balcom, "This legislation is not only bad 
for libraries, it is bad public policy. ILA members must 
fight this bill not only for our own good, but also because 
of its negative First Amendment impact. If we in the 
library profession won't fight for these rights, who will?" 
The discussion of an amendment exempting libraries con
tinued to the floor of the Illinois House of Represen
tatives. On the day the bill was debated, Representative 
Rosemary Mulligan stated, "If the proponents were 
serious about this legislation, they would accept an 
exemption for libraries." No exemptions were introduced 
and the bill failed. 

Challenges such as the obscenity struggle never come 
at a good time, and this was particularly true for the 
Illinois Library Association. For the last five years, the 
Association lost money and the Association's future 

(continued on page 92) 
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complaints mount about Internet 
filter blocking 

Intended as a way for parents to keep their children 
away from World Wide Web sites that are sexually 
explicit, racist or otherwise inappropriate, filtering soft
ware programs like Surf Watch and Cyber Patrol were 
hailed only a year ago as a palatable alternative to the 
Communications Decency Act. But now, as the Supreme 
Court prepared to decide whether the act is constitutional, 
many network users and civil libertarians are having 
second thoughts about filters, with some even labeling 
them ''censorware. '' 

Much of the concern arises because filters have begun 
to move from private homes into the public arena. 
Libraries in Boston, Austin, Texas, Florida and Long 
Island have purchased them for computer terminals that 
are used by adults and children alike - raising questions 
about appropriate use and the idiosyncratic criteria the 
programs use in deciding which sites to block. 

The filters are subject to clumsy mistakes. One 
scholar's site was blocked because it referred to a recent 
book he wrote, Sex, Laws, and Cyberspace, and Cyber 
Patrol concluded he was displaying a "sexual text." 

"People have forgotten that filters are supposed to be 
a personal alternative that you install in your own home, 
and so the technology is now being installed in places 
where it shouldn't," said Judith Krug, director of the 
Office for Intellectual Freedom of ALA. "Unfortunately, 
libraries are under incredible pressure to do something 
to 'protect the children."' 

"While we still think that private use of blocking 
technology by parents is a much better alternative to 
government censorship," added Ann Beeson, staff 
attorney for the ACLU, "mandatory use of these filters 
by government institutions does pose serious First 
Amendment problems." 

Internet watchers agree the use of filters is likely to 
expand rapidly, especially if the Supreme Court strikes 
down the decency act. Internet access providers are 
increasingly coupling filters with their own products, with 
companies like BellSouth and Microsoft now offering 
Surf Watch. 

Manufacturers of the most popular filters say people 
simply expect too much from a new technology. In most 
cases fewer than two years old, the filter products are 
evolving as rapidly as the Internet itself. Although each 
filter has its own quirks, in general the programs work 
by automatically scanning the text of a particular site and 
searching for groups of words that would be associated 
with inappropriate topics. 

Each filter company creates its own criteria for "in
appropriate." For instance, while all the filters block sites 
that have explicitly sexual content, only CyberSitter 
blocks sites that deal with gay or lesbian issues. 
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While the companies make public the criteria they use, 
the actual list of blocked sites is usually considered a trade 
secret. Sometimes, the imperfect software programs make 
the wrong choices and computer users may never know 
it unless they stumble on the problem inadvertently. For 
example, some filter software programmed to filter out 
"s-e-x" eliminate not only sites that display pornography 
but discussions of sex education and sexual disease and 
even sites that mention the Earl of Sussex and the town 
of Middlesex, Connecticut. Reported in: Los Angeles 
Times, March 18. 0 

1996 in review 
In 1996, books in schools and libraries continued to 

come under fire. The ALA Office for Intellectual 
Freedom registered a total of 664 challenges to books in 
public libraries, schools, and school libraries. This 
number is not comprehensive - it reflects only those 
incidents reported to the office. Past research suggests 
that for each challenge reported, there may be as many 
as four or five which remain unreported. 

The challenges reported reflect a continuing concern 
with a wide variety of themes. Surprisingly, seven out of 
the top ten challenged titles on the 1996 list also appeared 
on the list in 1995. R.L. Stine's "Goosebumps" Series 
topped the list. 

Although sex and sex-related issues remained the most 
targeted category of challenged materials, last year's titles 
indicated that no point of view was exempt. The other 
titles with the most number of challenges in 1996 were: 

• The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark 
Twain. 

• It's Perfectly Normal, by Robie Harris. 
• The Chocolate War, by Robert Cormier. 
• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya 

Angelou. 
• The Catcher in the Rye, by J. D. Salinger. 
• Bridge to Terabithia, by Katherine Paterson. 
• Forever, by Judy Blume. 
• My Brother Sam is Dead, by James Lincoln Collier 

and Christopher Collier. 
As in 1995, over two-thirds of the challenges occurred 

in the school setting, and the majority of those were to 
books in school libraries. Groups that support efforts to 
remove books often claim that the focus of their concern 
is on mandatory curriculum and not what children choose 
to check out of their school libraries. 0 
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networks agree to make ratings 
more specific 

Under intense pressure from Congress, television 
broadcasters agreed in principle June 4 to change their 
ratings system to give parents more information about 
the content of each program. Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), 
who convened the meeting between members of Congress 
and network representatives, hailed the preliminary agree
ment as a significant breakthrough in the ratings stale
mate but emphasized that the issue was not yet resolved. 

McCain said the broadcasters pledged to discuss a 
possible compromise in consultation with parents' groups 
and to return to Washington two weeks later. He said 
he hoped the matter could be resolved at that time. 

At issue is a television ratings system that went into 
practice at the start of the year. Programs are presently 
given one of four designations by age group. Parent 
groups and members of Congress complained that the 
system does not inform them of the content of programs. 

As an alternative, some industry officials proposed 
adding the letters S (for sex), V (for violence) and L (for 
foul language) to the ratings to give parents some idea 
of what type of material to expect. Although the idea is 
popular with some broadcasters, among the networks 
NBC opposed it and CBS remained uncommitted. 

McCain said that the "S, V, L" system was neither 
embraced nor ejected in his meeting with representatives 
of ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox, Turner Broadcasting and 
Time-Warner. 

On May 8, a coalition of civil liberties, media, educa
tional and software groups had called on the Federal 
Communications Commission to turn down demands 
that it take steps to create a new television ratings system. 
In separate comments, the groups, which included the 
American Library Association, said any system developed 
under FCC auspices would violate the First Amendment. 

''The American Library Association strongly opposes 
a government rating scheme," the ALA statement said. 
"If the federal government has the power to do what has 
been proposed here - to convene a federal advisory panel 
to rate video programming and compel broadcasters to 
display those ratings - then it has the power to blacklist 
ideas it deems undesirable in a broad range of other 
expensive forms .... We are deeply concerned that, no 
matter how well intentioned or carefully crafted, govern
ment mandated ratings on television also will prove to 
be little more than a 'censor's tool.' Indeed, that is 
precisely what the Supreme Court concluded in a host 
of decisions in which similar ratings systems have been 
struck down on constitutional grounds." 

In a related development, scholars from four univer
sities delivered a double blow March 26 to the television 
industry, releasing a study that found serious flaws in the 
new ratings code and pervasive levels of TV violence. In 
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their second annual National Television Violence Study, 
the researchers said there has been no decline in the 
amount of violence shown on television in the last two 
years. They found that 61 percent of all shows in the 
1995-96 season contained violent scenes, compared to 58 
percent during the preceding season. 

The researchers also concluded that the new television 
rating system is likely to have a "forbidden fruit" effect, 
enticing children to watch the violent programs their 
parents want to keep them from. They urged the industry 
to dump the three-month-old code, which evaluates pro
grams based on the age of potential viewers, in favor of 
one that labels according to content. 

The $3.3 million study, financed by the National Cable 
Television Association, employed scientific methods and 
was conducted by independent researchers from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, the University 
of North Carolina, the University of Texas, and the 
University of Wisconsin. The code was not in place dur
ing the period covered by the study and the researchers 
did not examine the effects of television ratings on 
children's viewing habits. 

In comments directed to the Federal Communications 
Commission April 8, the deadline for public comment 
on the system before the FCC makes a judgment on it, 
members of Congress and a coalition of children's 
advocacy groups attacked the ratings system. 

"The TV industry has taken a four-month detour with 
an age-based system that doesn't do what Congress and 
parents want them to do," said Rep. Edward J. Markey 
(D-MA). Sixteen House members and seven senators said 
in a letter that the system falls short because it provides 
parents with too little information about program 
content. 

The criticism was echoed by a coalition of twenty 
groups, including the National Parent-Teacher Associa
tions, the American Psychological Association, the 
National Association of Elementary School Principals, 
the Children's Defense Fund, and the National Council 
of La Raza. Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, June 
5; Intellectual Freedom Action News, June 1997; Los 
Angeles Times, March 27, April 9. D 
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in review 
For Sex Education, See Librarian: A Guide to Issues and 
Resources. Martha Cornog and Timothy Perper, Green
wood Press, 1996. xxi, 403 p. 

For Sex Education, See Librarian is a more than 
worthy successor to Martha Cornog's 1991 collection of 
essays, Libraries, Erotica and Pornography, which 
presented a variety of perspectives on the inclusion of sex
uality materials in library collections. It builds on 
Timothy Perper's final chapter of that volume which 
listed and discussed quality works on sexuality. The 
present volume covers virtually every aspect of sexuality 
through an annotated bibliography of nearly 600 titles, 
to introduce librarians to the array of materials and diver
sity of sources available. As such, it provides a model 
for the way in which librarians should approach 
collection development in a highly controversial and 
emotionally charged area. 

While making their own viewpoints clear ("liberal/ 
permission" and "scientific/medical"), Cornog and 
Perper stress that the role of libraries is to make available 
a variety of points of view on issues related to sexuality. 
Although their advocacy of librarians as sex educators 
is bound to be controversial, the topics identified 
demonstrate that librarians should and do already pro
vide access to sex information across a wide spectrum of 
subject areas. The bibliography's broad outline should 
help librarians formulate a comprehensive acquisitions 
policy on topics related to sexual behavior, gender, life 
cycle issues, sex and society, and sexual problems. Far 
beyond erotica and pornography, this volume makes clear 
the historical, religious, societal, legal, cultural, scientific, 
and public health dimensions to sexuality. 

Cornog and Perper argue that libraries have a crucial 
role to play in making sexuality materials available, but 
that, for various reasons, librarians have shied away from 
acquiring such materials. In the early twentieth century, 
this reluctance reflected a broader societal aversion to 
discussion of sexually related issues. More recent concerns 
have stemmed from fear of controversy (Daddy's Room
mate), difficulty in protecting such materials against theft 
(Madonna's Sex), and ignorance of the array of materials 
available. Focusing on public and school libraries, 
Cornog and Perper deal with each of these concerns and 
include suggestions for collection development policies, 
security, cataloging, and public relations. 

As a guide to resources, For Sex Education, See 
Librarian negates ignorance as an excuse. Librarians can 
no longer claim that they are unaware of the vast universe 
of materials available for consideration. In their introduc
tion, the authors specify the criteria used to narrow the 
thousands of available titles to a selected list. Books had 
to be well-written, cogently and logically presented, and 
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representative or typical of the topic and point of view. 
Secondary considerations included thoughtfulness of 
approach, richness of information, how widely cited or 
honored, appearance in successive editions, expertise of 
authors, suitability for a lay audience, and availability 
in print. For each item, the annotation includes basic 
bibliographic information, the ISBN number, and a brief 
description. Additional information includes the number 
of pages overall, and the number of pages of notes, 
references, and glossaries. Appropriate grade levels are 
indicated for books written for young people. Items 
which do well what they set out to do are starred. The 
volume itself has an extensive index; each chapter con
cludes with detailed notes. 

In addition to books, each topical section of the 
bibliography is prefaced with a discussion of the available 
materials, containing information not only on publishers, 
including Christian and conservative, gay and lesbian, but 
also organizations, groups, catalogs, pamphlets, 
audiovisual materials, research institutes, and bookstores. 
Because of the timing of publication, the volume does 
not include a discussion of sexuality materials available 
on the World Wide Web and the related issues for 
libraries. The only mention of computers in the index is 
to computer sex; the only bibliography item seems to be 
The Joy of Cybersex. Since the Web is now an 
important source of information on many of the topics 
covered, a subsequent edition should include URLs for 
the websites of publishers, organizations, and groups 
listed. 

Library users as well as librarians will find For Sex 
Education, See Librarian an excellent introduction to 
materials and information resources. If annotating their 
own work, the authors might have said "Extensively 
researched, scrupulously presented bibliography of sex
uality materials in all subject areas and time periods. 
Highly informative discussion and helpful detail on 
books, audiovisual materials, and ephemera, for public 
and school libraries, reflecting an enormous range of 
topics and an array of points of view." Public, school, 
and academic libraries would all benefit from Cornog and 
Perper's own suggestion about sexuality materials by 
acquiring copies of this work for both reference and cir
culating collections.-Reviewed by Jean Preer, School of 
Library and Information Science, The Catholic Univer
sity of America. 

Eternal Hostility: The Struggle Between Theocracy and 
Democracy. Frederick Clarkson. Monroe, Maine: Com
mon Courage Press, 1997, 277 p. paper $17.95; cloth 
$29.95. 

If you walk inside the rotunda of the Jefferson 
Memorial in our nation's capital, you will find 
engraved, "I have sworn upon the altar of God, eternal 
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hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of 
man." During the 1800 presidential election, candidate 
Thomas Jefferson penned these words in response to the 
vicious attacks by New England clergy who were 
concerned the political power of their established 
churches would be in jeopardy if he were elected. With 
this as a theme, this well-written, well documented, and 
extremely factual book traces the growing movement in 
our country to undermine freedom of thought and replace 
constitutional law with someone's own version of 
"biblical" law. The roots for this go back to the found
ing days of our country. Clarkson includes almost fifty 
pages of resources, endnotes, and documentation to back 
up his descriptions. There is also an extensive index. 

Clarkson describes in nonjudgmental terms this 
misunderstood movement to reconstruct society. He 
covers in detail Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition, the 
Unification Church of Sun Myung Moon, and the more 
recent Promise Keepers, the lead agency of the Christian 
men's movement. He helps answer the questions behind 
the violence against abortion clinics, attacks on gays and 
lesbians, and the growing power of the religious right. 
He exposes the distorted use of American colonial history 
and the misreading of the Constitution by some of the 
leadership of the religious right. The author clearly 
demonstrates that the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
were purposefully designed to preserve democracy and 
save it from being made a theocracy. 

An authority on the Radical Right, Clarkson is a jour
nalist, author, and lecturer and is often quoted in our 
largest national newspapers. He has appeared on and 
served as a consultant to PBS, CBS, FOX, CNN, NPR 
and other media outlets concerning the right-wing. He 
was the first person to expose the Christian Coalition's 
plans to take over the Republican Party and showed how 
elements of the Christian Right were encouraging the for
mation of citizen militias, almost five years before the 
Oklahoma City bombing. He has received numerous 
awards for his efforts to fight censorship and protect the 
First Amendment. 

Clarkson stresses that we fail to recognize the depth 
of the threat to liberty he chronicles in this book. He says 
their strategy is based on the mobilization of a self
conscious minority that is the best organized faction in 
American politics and is misunderstood by opponents 
across the political spectrum. He describes how their 
strengths are based on stealth, the illusion of strength, 
and the seeming moral high ground of religious authority. 

The chapter on how the Christian Right is helped by 
overestimating and underestimating is especially eye
opening. He describes the players in all of this and their 
roles, including Jerry Falwell, Pat Buchanan, Ralph 
Reed, George Grant, Richard Viguerie, Randall Terry, 
Paul Weyrich, John Whitehead, David Barton, Larry 
Pratt, James Dobson, Phyllis Schafly, Don Wildmon, 
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and many others. He lucidly describes their covert opera
tions and "claims," mainstream power, and their recent 
appeals to Jewish organizations and other minority 
groups using well-crafted public relations images of their 
leadership. This is not "old hat" information but up-to
date new facts on their approach to family values, Chris
tian reconstructionism by the Book, religious warfare, 
bombings and assassinations with vigilantes enforcing 
"God's Law," and other issues. 

Without a doubt, this book should be required 
reading for all librarians who believe in the First Amend
ment and access to information for all as well as our 
apathetic citizens who make up about seventy percent of 
our registered voters who never go to the polls. His last 
chapter is our call to action. What he has to say is some 
of the most in-depth research available and is also good 
for the mind as well as the heart. Here is where you find 
how to develop a coherent response to a well-organized 
effort aimed at overthrowing democracy.-Reviewed by 
Gene D. Lanier, Professor, Department of Library 
Studies and Educational Technology, East Carolina 
University, Greenville, North Carolina. 0 

(Illinois ... from page 88) 

viability was questioned. Yet, even with serious reduc
tions and limited funding, ILA was able to mount an 
effective response. 

what was learned? 
The obscenity struggle has left the Association with the 

firm knowledge that the debate is not over and that new 
legislation will be proposed. ILA's goal is to expand the 
public's understanding of this complex issue and to 
encourage government to act with due care when deal
ing with our most fragile First Amendment rights. 

In addition, ILA and our coalition members are 
increasing the awareness of intellectual freedom issues 
and how to cope with them when they arise on the state 
or local levels. Several programs and seminars are now 
being planned. ILA has learned to: 

• Expand coalitions, many groups and individuals 
care about this issue and will support the library 
community; 

• Articulate the reasons to oppose this type of legisla
tion: censorship too often seems like a safe, easy answer 
to limit offensive materials; 

• Speak more effectively with the media: there are 
few chances to explain the library view so it must be done 
well each time; and 

• Learn more about the proponents of the legislation 
and explain the library's concerns. ILA's purpose is to 
defeat censorship; not to reject the concerns of fellow 
citizens. 0 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 
Gilroy, California 

Some Gilroy residents, concerned that children can 
access "obscene" material through the Internet at the 
library, petitioned library officials and the Library Com
mission to put restrictions on computer use. But county 
library officials said restrictions on Internet use for a few 
will only hurt the people who are using the system 
legitimately. The number of sites that feature por
nographic material, they point out, pales when compared 
to the immense educational opportunities available 
through the Internet. 

That argument, however, did not sway Sandi Zappa, 
who collected 250 signatures on a petition asking the 
Gilroy library to install a filtering system. Zappa 
presented her petition to the Gilroy Library Commission, 
which is an advisory board to the library, on April 9. 

"Adult material like this should not be available to 
children," said Zappa. "This [library] is supported by 
taxpayers and we're demanding some type of blocking 
or filtering software be installed." 

Santa Clara County Librarian Susan Fuller said the 
Joint Powers Authority Board, which runs nine county 
libraries including the one in Gilroy, has an "open 
access" policy, which means that restrictions on the 
Internet or books are not allowed at those facilities. 

''The policies can always be reexamined but we believe 
the library is for everyone and by placing restrictions, 
you'll be limiting the uses for others. Filters can work 
well in the home because you can customize them to fit 
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your own values. But in a library you're dealing with a 
tremendous diversity of people. The best filter is still the 
parent," Fuller said. 

Lani Yoshimura, head librarian at the Gilroy Public 
Library, said there had been no serious incidents of 
children accessing pornography on the Internet in Gilroy, 
although a group of teens did access nude images, leave 
them on the screens and depart the library. Reported in: 
Morgan Hill Times, April 8. 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
The Colorado chapter of the American Family Associa

tion (AF A) threatened to sue the public library district 
in April if officials did not remove a Howard Stern book 
that the group calls obscene. The group petitioned the 
Pikes Peak Library District to remove, or at least con
trol circulation of, Miss America, by Stern. "I'm trying 
to prove Miss America is obscene," said AF A state direc
tor Tom Pedigo, a former Baptist minister. 

In a letter to Pedigo, library district executive Sydne 
Caler said Stern's book would remain available to 
patrons, at least for the time being. "His books are best 
sellers; his radio and television programs are popular with 
a lot of people. Most people appreciate his work and are 
interested in what he has to say," wrote Caler. 

"The public library presents a wide range of ideas on 
many subjects and believes in everyone's right to choose 
those materials that are of interest to them," Caler con
tinued. He said it was up to parents to monitor the 
material their children read and that the book would be 
reviewed according to library policies and procedures by 
a review committee. 

Pedigo said he accidentally came across the book that 
he claims contains group sex, bondage, frontal nudity, 
oral sex and foul and obscene language. "I was at the 
library and a group of young children was thumbing 
through the book," he said. "These little kids are losing 
their innocence. That's not right." 

Pedigo said he also would take his case to the city coun
cil. "Taxpayers support the library. I want council to 
know what the library staff thinks of this book," he said. 
Reported in: Denver Post, April 30. 

Orlando, Florida 
A decision last November to screen Internet images 

alleged to be pornographic from library computer ter
minals has put the Orange County Public Library on a 
collision course with the ACLU. The head of the ACLU's 
Florida chapter said the organization would sue so adults 
can have full Internet access. 

"We think this is a very serious violation of the First 
Amendment," said Robin Blumner, executive director of 
ACLU Florida. "The library is supposed to be providing 
information to the public, and now they're spending 
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public resources to restrict information." 
"We feel very confident in the decision that we made," 

said library director Dorothy Field. The board of direc
tors voted unanimously to block Internet pornography 
after complaints from patrons. The Internet terminals 
were installed in August, 1996. "We've had overwhelm
ing support from the public since we decided to institute 
the screening procedures," Field said. "It's what the 
community wanted.'' Reported in: Orlando Sentinel, 
March 10. 

Warren, Michigan 
On March 25, the Warren City Council tried passing 

a resolution calling on lawmakers to require "blocking
out" software on public library and school computers. 
Council member Gloria Sankuer proposed the resolution 
after receiving a complaint from a parent whose child 
witnessed someone downloading a pornographic web site. 

"We should be sending a message to representatives 
in Washington and Lansing that there should be a chip 
or some other method of blocking pornography on the 
Internet at public education centers," Sankuer said. 
Reported in: Macomb Daily, March 26. 

Parma, Ohio 
Anyone caught looking at obscene pictures on new 

library Internet terminals will find their access denied, 
Cuyahoga County Public Library officials said April 14. 
John A. Lonsak, executive director of the library, assured 
the City Council that any child who accesses a por
nographic Website would be halted. 

"We'll throw them off," he said. "Ditto for adults. 
We will turn off the terminals, or ask them to access 
another Website." If they refuse, he added, "we will call 
the police." 

Council members hailed the zero-tolerance policy, 
which was adopted by the library trustees March 25. The 
policy deals with access to adult-oriented material that 
became available when each branch received a computer 
capable of displaying graphic images. The policy requires 
children under 18 to have written permission from a 
parent or guardian to access the Internet from computers 
with graphics. Children are still permitted to use com
puters that do not have graphic capabilities. Reported in: 
Parma Sun Post, April 17. 

Hempfield, Pennsylvania 
Paula Rolka wants to take the "hemp" out of Hemp

field. While packing her ten-year-old daughter Kathy off 
to school, Rolka paused when Kathy offered to show her 
a library book. It was Marijuana, a 1979 publication by 
Eve and Albert Stwertka. The book includes pictures of 
the plant along with instructions on how to grow, cure, 
and roll it. It also explains such terms as nickel and dime 
bags and roach clip. 
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The fourth-grader checked the book out of the Stan
wood Elementary School, a Hempfield Area School 
District facility. 

"I refused to let her take it back to school," Rolka 
said. "I want it removed from the district. I approve of 
teaching kids right from wrong and teaching them about 
drugs, but this goes too far. I'll take it in myself; this 
is not going back to school in my daughter's hands." 

The sixty-page book provides a history of the plant. 
Although it does not promote use of the drug, it includes 
a chapter on purchasing related paraphernalia from 
"head shops" and mail order directories. It also includes 
marijuana recipes, including grass pizza and hashish 
brownies. 

"Some of it is informative," Rolka said, "but some 
of it I just think is inappropriate. It's just too explicit 
for young, young kids. It blew me away that Kathy had 
this. I can't believe our school system has something like 
this. If anything this belongs in the high school, and I'm 
leery about that." Reported in: Greensburg Tribune 
Review, April 28. 

Columbia, South Carolina 
With Every Drop of Blood, by James Lincoln Collier 

and Christopher Collier, is a work of historical fiction 
about the Civil War. Its impact, however, was real 
enough when Stephanie Jules' fifth-grade son interrupted 
his reading and asked, "Mom, is this true?" Jules read 
from the book: "It's right there in the Bible. Noah put 
a curse on Canaan and turned him black, and that's 
where niggers come from." 

Jules told her son it was not true and stopped him from 
reading the book. Then she asked her son's school, 
Lonnie B. Nelson Elementary School in Richland District 
2, to remove the book from library shelves. "It's very 
inappropriate for fifth grade," she said. "I don't feel like 
it is appropriate for anybody, but I'm not for censor
ship." 

Jules' concerns were heard by two committees, one at 
the school and another at the district level. Their deci
sions were somewhat inconsistent. The school commit
tee concluded that the book is "inappropriate literature 
and would like it to remain, but [they] are willing to 
remove it," said Debra Hamm, the district's chief 
academic officer. The district committee, which read the 
book in its entirety, recommended that the book remain 
on the shelves. 

Jules said she would take her concerns to the school 
board. "I really feel very strongly about this," she said. 
Reported in: Columbia State, May 11. 

Greenville, South Carolina 
For the past 37 years, Playboy magazine has been 

squirreled away at the Greenville County Library 
reference desk. But religious conservatives began pushing 
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the library system to cancel its subscription after they 
discovered the adult magazine's presence. 

County Council Chair Paul Wickensimer asked the 
library director to pull the magazine and library trustee 
Michael Green, who also is a political strategist for con
servative candidates, filed a written complaint and wants 
librarians to track the magazine's use. 

"You have to evaluate it with what I understand to 
be the low readership and the publication itself and the 
risk of it getting into the Wrong hands," Wickensimer 
said. "The thought is: with the ever-shrinking amount 
of money the library has for publications, is that the best 
use of the dollars they spend?" 

In response to the complaints, the library began an 
internal review. Officials said that if the magazine is 
removed it would be the first time in at least a decade. 
They also said it was the first time that a politician or 
library trustee had challenged part of the collection. 

Playboy had been kept in a filing cabinet at the 
reference desk but was moved to a back room as part 
of the review. It is available by request to patrons over 
the age of 18. Librarians said an issue of the magazine 
is checked out about once a day. Reported in: Greenville 
News, March 28. 

Wichita Falls, Texas 
Four books on witchcraft and magic won't return to 

the library shelves at Kirby Junior High School until a 
committee of educators and the school board approve 
them, the school's librarian said April 2. The four books 
were in the possession of parent Steve Lane, one of thirty
five members of the First Assembly of God Church who 
asked trustees to ban nine titles with "Satanic" themes 
from several city schools. 

The books Lane asked to be banned from junior high 
libraries were Curses, Hexes and Spells, Magicians, 
Wizards, and Sorcerers, Witches, and Black Magic, 
White Magic. The books he asked to be removed from 
high schools were The Devil, The Dark Side, Entertain
ing Satan, Drawing Down the Moon, and Salvation and 
Suicide. 

The trustees said they wanted to hear the challenge 
committee's recommendation before deciding whether to 
permanently remove the books. But their return wasn't 
likely, board member Steve Ayer said, unless there was 
something more to them academically than he could see 
from excerpts. 

Kirby Junior High School Librarian Nell Fonville said 
she wasn't aware that the books protested by Lane were 
even on her shelves. She said they were purchased before 
her arrival and that she wouldn't have purchased them. 

A representative of the ACLU said, however, that Fon
ville violated the First Amendment by not returning the 
books to the shelves. "I think it's not only censorship, 
but it is illegal censorship," said Carrie Sperling, direc-
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tor of the North Texas Region of the ACLU. "It seems 
to me [the books] are not being reviewed for their 
academic merits ... but probably because certain public 
pressure groups disagree with what they have to say." 
Reported in: Times Record News, April 3. 

schools 
Tempe, Arizona 

A woman who believes Mark Twain's The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn is racist was arrested at McClintock 
High School by Tempe police April 29 after she alleged
ly disrupted a seminar on racial issues the day before. 
Kathy Monteiro, a Phoenix Union High School District 
teacher, was led away from the school auditorium in 
handcuffs as her daughter, a McClintock honors student, 
and dozens of other students looked in. Monteiro was 
charged with "interfering with the conduct of educa
tion," a misdemeanor. 

The arrest was the latest in a series of confrontations 
between Monteiro and Tempe Union High School District 
officials over her allegations that the district's schools, 
especially McClintock, are racially insensitive (see 
Newsletter, May 1997, p. 72). Last year, Monteiro filed 
a civil rights complaint against the district, asking 
McClintock to remove Huckleberry Finn from its man
datory reading list after Principal Mike Gemma and the 
governing board refused her request. 

The U.S. District Court dismissed the complaint, say
ing it had insufficient evidence supporting the charge that 
the book was racially discriminatory. Monteiro has 
appealed. 

Gemma, who with Superintendent Jim Buchanan 
ordered Monteiro's arrest, said. "We asked that she be 
removed from the auditorium because she was being 
disruptive the day before and it was interfering with the 
educational process." 

The arrest was made during a break in a special seminar 
that featured a prominent educator and author, Jocelyn 
Chadwick-Joshua, who was conducting two days of 
classes at McClintock on problems in race relations. As 
she was speaking to hundreds of students on the first day, 
Monteiro allegedly heckled her and "disrupted" part of 
her presentation. 

Monteiro and Chadwick-Joshua had appeared on 
NBC's "Dateline" in February as part of a feature on 
the Twain book. "She [Chadwick-Joshua] took the 
opposite position from me on the Huckleberry Finn book 
on the 'Dateline' show and I was concerned about what 
she would be telling our students at McClintock," 
Monteiro said. 

Gemma said he did not object to Monteiro's attendance 
at the seminar because her daughter attended. "But she 
disrupted it," he said. "The next day, it was absolutely 
necessary to order her to leave, otherwise the speaker 
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couldn't do her job." 
Gemma explained that Monteiro did not speak or cause 

a commotion on the second day, but he asked that she 
be removed after she failed to check in at the 
administrative office, a requirement for school visitors. 
Monteiro said Gemma eventually approached her dur
ing a break, when most of the students had gone, and 
warned her that unless she left the auditorium he would 
call the police. She refused. Superintendent Buchanan 
then tried to convince her to leave. Again, she refused. 
Three uniformed officers then asked her to walk out, but 
she declined. They subsequently handcuffed her and led 
her to a police car. Reported in: Scottsdale Progress 
Tribune, April 30. 

Marysville, California 
Superintendent Peter Pillsbury removed The Catcher 

in the Rye, by J. D. Salinger, from the required reading 
curriculum of the Marysville Joint Unified School District 
April 30. Pillsbury announced his decision in a press 
release, which said: "This is not an issue of book ban
ning. Rather it is an opportunity for parents with varied 
viewpoints to come together, listen to each other, and 
define common values." 

"I have taken the book out of the curriculum simply 
to get that out of the way so that we didn't have that 
polarization over a book," Pillsbury explained. 

A parent review committee, composed of people of dif
ferent values and creeds, will be appointed to reach a 
common agreement on literature which can be read and 
studied by area students, Pillsbury added. The book will 
be removed from the curriculum for the remainder of this 
and all of next school year. 

The decision came in the wake of criticism of the 
required use of the book in Marysville and Lindhurst 
High Schools by Steve Souza. Souza opposed the use of 
the book based on profanity and sexual situations. 

The Marysville Joint Unified School Board was plan
ning to hear arguments on whether or not to keep the 
book at its May 6 meeting. But Pillsbury said the issue 
was never put on the agenda and would not be heard. 
When Souza first complained about the book, Pillsbury 
said he followed district policy and established a review 
committee. That committee recommended, with reserva
tions, that the book remain in the junior level curriculum. 
Reported in: Marysville Appeal-Democrat, May I. 

San Leandro, California 
Two hours of impassioned testimony from students, 

teachers and parents May 6 failed to convince the San 
Leandro School Board to remove the word profanity 
from a new policy governing student productions and 
publications . The board passed the policy 6-1. Trustee 
Fred Collins was the lone dissenter. 
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"I find this whole thing very vague," Collins said. 
"There is no clarity in what we are trying to do here. Until 
this policy tells me what we are driving at, I can't sup
port it." 

The more than eighty people who packed the room 
agreed with Collins's assessment that the word profanity 
was too vague. Speaker after speaker attacked inclusion 
of the word in the policy. "The real problem with this 
issue is that it is borderline censorship," said parent Rick 
Richards. 

Members of San Leandro High School's drama club 
and other students protested before the meeting and sat 
in the front two rows with paper bearing the word "cen
sorship" taped to their mouths. 

The new policy prohibits speech that is profane, 
obscene, libelous or slanderous. It also prohibits material 
that could incite students to commit unlawful acts on 
school premises, violate school regulations or disrupt the 
orderly operation of the school. 

School board members said the policy was needed 
under state education codes and that its adoption was 
long overdue. The district realized that no written stan
dards existed for school publications and productions 
when a controversy arose over a decision to cancel a pro
duction of the play The Breakfast Club, said Trustee 
Esther Holcomb. 

Parents, students and teachers focused on the policy's 
prohibition of profanity, which remained undefined by 
the document. San Leandro High School Librarian Judith 
Toll told trustees that she feared a policy with such an 
undefined word could eventually impact the school's 
curriculum. 

''This is an ominous creaking of a door opening,'' she 
said. "What's coming next? Book bannings and burn
ings?" 

But trustee Ken Pon disagreed with speakers who 
argued that it is sometimes necessary to use profanity to 
express strong feelings. "The bottom line is I do support 
this policy because when students are putting on a pro
duction they are representing the school," he said. "I 
definitely support the right of students to express 
themselves, but profanity is just a shortcut to expression 
and learning and just stifles creativity." 

While the board did not remove the word profanity 
from the policy, it was amended to more clearly define 
restrictions on language. At the suggestion of Trustee 
Joyce Starosciak the words "student created" produc
tions and "official school" publications replaced the 
wording "student publications and productions." 

Afterward, there was little understanding among the 
audience about what the changes meant. The general con
sensus among those attending, however, was that pro
fanity would be allowed if students performed a produc
tion that had been created by a professional playwright 
or author, but that any productions or publications 
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created solely by students could not contain profanity. 
''So what they have done is shrink the pool of materials 

that the policy would be applied to," said Eileen Johnson, 
a parent and strong advocate of removing the word 
profanity. 

Drama teacher Terry Minton agreed. "This policy 
allows censorship of student voices, but protects people 
like John Steinbeck," he said. Reported in: San 
Leandro Times, May 8; Oakland Tribune, May 8. 

Longmont, Colorado 
In the wake of a school's decision to stop using in the 

classroom a book about a young man's homosexuality, 
a gay advocacy group urged the Longmont school district 
to reconsider the novel's instructional value. Don Adams, 
a member of Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays, met with school officials April 23 and 
encouraged them to use Tommy Stands Alone, by Gloria 
Velasquez, to help teach middle school students. 

A teacher at Heritage Middle School read the book to 
her sixth-grade students to prepare them for a visit with 
the book's author. The school invited Velasquez to 
discuss with students writing, reading and the importance 
of education. But just days before Velasquez's visit, 
school officials ordered that the teacher stop reading the 
book aloud in class. The decision was based on one 
parent's concern about the book's theme, said principal 
Will Masters. 

The novel explores a Hispanic teenager's struggle with 
his homosexuality. As the main character discovers that 
he is gay, he is shunned by his father and some peers, 
leading the boy to a suicide attempt. Later, the character 
receives counseling and reconciles with his parents and 
friends. 

Masters denied that the district had censored the book, 
noting that Tommy Stands Alone remained in the school 
library. The issue was not censorship, he said, but an 
internal communication problem that arose when the 
middle school neglected to discuss how the book would 
be used in the classroom and failed to inform parents 
about it. 

Adams, a school district volunteer and the father of 
a gay son, said he hoped the stir would prompt Long
mont schools to more fully use the book. "I feel this story 
really has value," he said. "I'm looking at this as an 
opportunity. I would like to see Velasquez's books get 
into the curriculum because they are really worthwhile." 
Reported in: Denver Post, April 24. 

Clayton, Georgia 
The Rabun County Board of Education on March 19 

removed the book Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel 
Keyes, from the ninth grade curriculum. But the action 
was described as "totally illegal" by board chair 
Lawrence Stockton. 
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Although the systemwide media committee met on 
March 3 and recommended that the book remain in the 
curriculum and in the school's media center, it was ap
parent that several members of the board had not been 
made aware of the decision. The board's action came at 
a meeting when it was originally planned simply to set 
a date for an appeal. 

"I beg you to at least make a public date when all peo
ple can get a chance to hear all the information and not 
leave it privy to a select few," Stockton told the board. 
"To throw out the procedure at the end of the appellate 
procedure could open up [the board] to legal action." 

But that plea fell on deaf ears as the board voted 3-1 
to remove the book. Parents had complained that the 
book, which deals with the story of the coming of age 
of a mentally handicapped young man, is inappropriate 
for ninth grade. Teachers at Rabun County High School 
countered that Flowers for Algernon is a leading work 
of literature studied in middle schools across the coun
try. Reported in: Clayton Tribune, March 20. 

Columbus, Indiana 
A suggestion by an administrator to limit use of the 

classic novels by Mark Twain, The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn and The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 
prompted a protest by Columbus North High School 
teachers. At the Bartholomew Consolidated School Cor
poration Board meeting March 17, several teachers 
attended to show support for a letter written by Shirley 
Lyster, English Department chair. All seventeen North 
English teachers, four from Columbus East, and all of 
North's social studies teachers signed the letter given to 
board members. 

"Teachers make sensitive and difficult decisions in 
writing curriculum and in selecting books," Lyster said. 
"They are the professionals whose knowledge and skills 
afford them the trust of the corporation and the com
munity.'' 

In February, 1996, the Rev. Charles Sims and about 
twenty members of the African-American community 
attended a school board meeting protesting use of the two 
books in classrooms. Sims said exposing African
American children to the books in school is "degrading, 
insensitive, and oppressive." 

A year-long discussion followed in the district. Assis
tant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
Linda DeClure addressed the topic at the March 10 board 
meeting, but it was not an action item and no votes were 
taken. DeClure suggested that high school students could 
choose whether to take a class that taught Huckleberry 
Finn. Middle school students might use an edited version 
of Tom Sawyer that deletes controversial language. 
Students who feel uncomfortable in classroom discussions 
centering on racism and use of words like "nigger" could 
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take an alternate class. 
"Nobody is taking Huck Finn off the shelves," 

DeC!ure said. Yet. Reported in: Columbus Republic, 
March 23. 

Greencastle, Indiana . 
The withdrawal of a class reading assignment upset the 

parent of a Greencastle High School freshman, who took 
her case to the school board in March. The inter
disciplinary class was assigned to read Hollywood vs. 
America, by conservative film critic Michael Medved. But 
"soon after the students began reading the book, they 
were asked to return it and were eventually informed that 
it had been withdrawn from the course curriculum,'' 
parent Kelsey Kauffman noted. 

She said a parent had reportedly complained of some 
graphic language in Medved's work, especially in the 
chapter devoted to popular music. Hollywood vs. 
America characterizes American mass media as a "poison 
factory," assaulting traditional values with films, TV 
shows and radio programming. 

"I am concerned about the withdrawal of the book for 
two reasons," Kauffman said. "First, I am not sure 
withdrawing that specific book was in the interests of 
students. Second, and more important, I am not sure I 
like the process by which the decision was made to 
withdraw it." 

Kauffman used Medved's own words to defend the 
work: "Unfortunately, there is simply no way to write 
honestly about contemporary popular music without 
violating traditional standards of decency," Medved 
writes. "Discreet references to 'raunchy lyrics' or 
'obscene material' cannot suffice; they amount to a police 
coverup that effectively conceals the extent and the 
intensity of the degradation." 

Kauffman told the school board that books like 
Medved's are the perfect tonic for such objectionable 
material. "Because my children are growing up in a 
society in which this music is omnipresent, I want them 
to read Hollywood vs. America and address the effects 
such lyrics have on themselves and the wider society. 
Avoiding this book doesn't mean they can avoid the 
negative influences. The opposite is more likely the case," 
she insisted. 

"I am not critical of the parent who raised objections. 
He or she or they were appropriately involved in their 
child's education," she continued. "But I am critical of 
a process that excludes the rest of the parents." 

Superintendent Jim Renz told Kauffman the book was 
added to the course without completing proper pro
cedures for approval. Reported in: Banner Graphic, 
March 17. 
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Richfield, Minnesota 
The autobiography of former poet laureate Maya 

Angelou no longer will be on the ninth-grade reading list 
at Richfield High School because some parents say it is 
too explicit. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will 
remain as optional reading on the eleventh- and twelfth
grade reading lists but will come with a written parental 
advisory, said Dennis Laingen, district director of cur
riculum and instruction. 

Some parents complained about the book's molesta
tion and rape scenes and several other chapters in which 
the author questions her sexual orientation. Teachers 
objected to what they considered censorship and the 
attempt by parents to control school reading lists. 

"We're certainly not banning the book," Laingen said. 
"Everybody got some of what they wanted." Reported 
in: Los Angeles Sentinel, April 10. 

Vaughn, New Mexico 
Two teachers in Vaughn were suspended and 

threatenedwith dismissal after using what school officials 
characterized as ethnic and religious-based materials in 
their classrooms. Patsy and Nadine Cordova, who are 
sisters, were suspended with pay in February by 
Superintendent Arthur Martinez, who recommended that 
the board fire them for insubordination. 

Martinez ordered the Cordovas, who teach at the 
65-student Vaughn High School, to stop using Chicano
oriented materials in their classes. School officials charged 
that after complying with the request, the sisters 
introduced new materials on racial and religious 
intolerance to the mostly Hispanic student body. 

"We were complying with the curricular guidelines, but 
we were just being creative in finding materials that are 
interesting to our students," Nadine Cordova said. 
Reported in: Education Week, March 19. 

Fairfax County, Virginia 
For years, Fairfax County's fifth-graders have watched 

videos about the physical development of the opposite 
sex as part of sex education class. But now the county's 
school superintendent has ordered administrators to stop 
the practice, following a mother's complaint that her 
eleven-year-old daughter should not have seen a new 
video about boys that showed images of male sexual 
arousal. 

More than a hundred of the county's 134 elementary 
schools have shown the video to boys and girls, and the 
material was approved for fifth-graders last year by the 
school board. But after the Centreville mother's com
plaint, Superintendent Robert R. Spillane said in a memo 
that the county's two new videos about boys should be 
shown only to boys and that two new videos about girls 
should be shown only to girls, pending further review. 

"He's just saying, 'Stop, let's put it on hold, and let's 
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review it,'" said Dolores Boben, a representative of the 
school system. "He thought there was sufficient 
misunderstanding as to which way it was intended." 

School Board member Mychele B. Brickner said she 
would urge the board to adopt a policy that would bar 
elementary students from seeing any sex education videos 
about the opposite sex. "Over the years it has gotten more 
graphic, and I don't think that fifth- and sixth-graders 
are able to handle it," said Brickner, the board's most 
outspoken social conservative. 

Board Chair Kristen J. Amundson said that when the 
panel approved the four new videos last year, she thought 
that neither sex would be seeing the videos about the 
other. 

Marie Sterne, Fairfax's instruction coordinator for 
health and physical education, said the new videos were 
similar to those used in other years but slightly more 
explicit. She said that only three parents had complained 
about the new material and that few parents had exercis
ed their option to remove their children from the week
long sex education course. 

Blanca Wiggins, the mother who complained, said that 
what her daughter saw was entirely inappropriate. She 
said she had specifically asked administrators at 
Centreville Elementary School whether her daughter 
would see a video about boys and was told that she 
wouldn't. 

"She has learned things I didn't want her to know," 
Wiggins said. "It made me very upset." Reported in: 
Washington Post, April 10. 

student press 
Clovis, California 

A Buchanan High School newspaper reporter said 
school statf <:r 0 0red stories she wrote about alleged racial 
incidents at the " liool for the paper, but school officials 
said the stories had to be edited because of confidentiality 
laws regarding juveniles. Student reporter Amy Reed said 
school officials edited her stories for The Scribe because 
they were "afraid to stir up conflict." 

"The school is not ready to admit [the February 4 
beating of a Buchanan student] was a racial incident," 
Reed said. Reed wrote a personal commentary and 
general news story about the beating. The student injured 
in the incident charged Buchanan students with being 
members of a white supremacist group that had harassed 
and threatened him and other Buchanan students. 

"This was a racial incident and [school officials] aren't 
ready to admit it," Reed declared. "That's why they 
thought it was too controversial. I am angry that they 
have gone about this the wrong way. I wrote about my 
views; they shouldn't have been edited." 
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Rosalie Routt, Buchanan learning director, said the 
stories were edited to protect students. "When an inci
dent involves juveniles, we have to abide by the confiden
tiality rules," she explained. "What she wrote about 
involved school discipline issues and juveniles. The school 
paper is not a forum to discuss confidential information 
about students." 

Newspaper adviser and Buchanan teacher Francine 
Rodriquez said student reporters must sign a statement 
before they may write for the paper that they will not 
slander other students. Rodriquez said Reed's articles did 
slander students. "I have to protect all the students at 
Buchanan," she said. "We couldn't publish." 

"They just want to cover up what happened," retorted 
Reed. Reported in: Clovis Independent, April 18. 

Fresno, California 
A church's attempt to advertise a gay and lesbian prom 

in high school newspapers throughout California's cen
tral San Joaquin Valley sparked controversy over what 
some called school district violation of student press 
rights. 

Pastor Wanda Madden of the Rainbow Community 
Church said she sent letters requesting ad space for the 
May 17 event to 27 different high school newspapers. But 
for one reason or another, 24 of the schools who received 
the letter chose not to run the ad. Tulare Union High 
School newspaper adviser Wayne Welch explained that 
his paper did not take the ad because it did not promote 
a campus event. 

The biggest flap over the advertisement came in the 
Fresno Unified School District, where Bullard and 
Hoover high schools initially committed to run it but 
withdrew under pressure from school and district 
administrators. According to district official Linda Estep, 
the Fresno school board has a policy that gives the 
superintendent or principal final say over the content of 
the school paper. Such policies are illegal under the 
California Education Code. Reported in: Tulare 
Advance-Register, April 23. 

Decatur, Georgia 
Decatur High School students who anonymously 

publish an underground newspaper, The Jfindling, wrote 
in the first issue that their paper was designed "to spark 
fires of change, hopefully for the better." After the 
fourth issue was circulated among students, Decatur 
Schools Superintendent Don Griffith saw a very different 
meaning in the name. 

"This Kindling obviously houses termites - blind 
little insects that hide from the light while smugly chew
ing their own house down around them," Griffith wrote 
to his staff in an April 3 memo calling for the identifica
tion and possible expulsion of the publishers. 

Griffith charged that Kindling contained "smut" and 
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is "slanderous." He cited an article about a local street 
character who talks suggestively about his tight pants and 
sex appeal. Although the school had not confiscated any 
copies of the publication, Griffith said the school system 
could go after Kindling under policies that allow it to pro
hibit distribution of Hustler and similar magazines. The 
stapled four- to six-page photocopied publication has few 
pictures, however, and mostly offers articles about school 
life and policies. 

Griffith denied that his anger toward the publication 
arose because he was the focus of one of its articles. 

Gerry Weber, staff attorney for the ACLU of Georgia, 
said the Kindling editors had contacted him. He noted 
that under the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in the 
Hazelwood case, school administrators can control 
official school newspapers but must show "a material and 
substantial disruption of school activities" to justify 
taking away a student's right to publish and circulate an 
independent paper. Reported in: Atlanta Constitution, 
May 1. 

Otsego, Michigan 
The student editor of Otsego Middle School's Bulldog 

Express newspaper filed suit against the district April 2, 
asking that editorial freedom be restored to the student 
newspaper. The suit, filed in U.S. District Court, asks 
for unspecified punitive damages as well. 

"Basically, what we're asking for is that things go back 
to the way they were," Daniel Vagasky's father, Bill 
Vagasky, said. According to Vagasky, both the Otsego 
Board of Education publications policy and the Michigan 
Interscholastic Press Association guidel.ines under which 
the student newspaper operated would have allowed 
publication of a story about a student shoplifting inci
dent on a class trip (see Newsletter, May 1997, p. 67). 

School administrators objected to the story, which did 
not run in the newspaper as planned, prompting Dan 
Vagasky to go to court. School board members supported 
the administrative move to quash the story and said they 
feared attention to the incident in the publication would 
have embarrassed and humiliated the student who was 
arrested in the incident. 

Censoring the story constitutes not only a violation of 
the right to free speech, Bill Vagasky said, "it constitutes 
a violation of their right to learn, to grow as budding 
journalists. What they're saying now is a budding jour
nalist can only print good news drive 1. '' 

"Would their football team want to play and not 
tackle?" Vagasky asked. "If you're going to be a 
newspaper, you be a newspaper responsibly. It is really 
our hope we can sit down and settle this, but if we don't, 
there is absolutely no intention to back down here at all." 
Reported in: Kalamazoo Gazette, April 3. 
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West Essex, New Jersey 
The West Essex Regional Board of Education presi

dent on May 12 rescinded a directive halting regular 
publication of the student newspaper. But Kathleen 
Kaczynski did not say the students could publish a special 
edition on the vice principal's allegations of discrimina
tion and harassment. Four days earlier, Kaczynski stop
ped publication of the Wessex Wire after she learned 
students had copies of a confidential report which was 
part of the board's investigation into Vice Principal Jo 
Tandler's allegations of discrimination and harassment. 

The following day, Tandler filed a lawsuit against the 
board and Superintendent Gary Vitta, charging him with 
anti-Semitism and sexual harassment. At a public meeting 
of more than four hundred students, parents and 
teachers, Kaczynski said "the board believes all of the 
complaints are without merit" and predicted the suit 
would fail. At the meeting, many people, including two 
board members, voiced opposition to Kaczynski's deci
sion to halt publication of the school newspaper. 

Parent Barbara Spector Yeninas told Kaczynski she 
"violated the U.S. Constitution and its First Amend
ment." She called for the president's resignation 
"because you have not set a good example for our 
students.'' 

Jennifer Keenan, editor-in-chief of the paper, told the 
board Kaczynski's directive to halt publication was 
"unconstitutional and a violation of our First Amend
ment rights." She said the editors were considering legal 
action of their own. 

Three editors at the paper were working on a special 
one-page edition "to educate students, teachers and the 
community about what was going on. We wanted to set 
the record straight" and dispel rumors, Keenan said. 

Kaczynski said she did not consider her action censor
ship because she put the paper "on hold" until she had 
the chance to discuss the situation with the rest of the 
board. Reported in: Newark Star-Ledger, May 13. 

Corpus Christi, Texas 
About three thousand copies of Carroll High School's 

student newspaper, The Carrol/er, hit the halls March 27 
with a glaring chunk of emptiness on the front page -
white space the student editor called a statement against 
censorship. 

Students had planned to write about discipline 
measures taken against several high school divers and 
swimmers who allegedly broke behavior rules at the state 
meet in February. But Carroll Principal Diana Jernigan 
vetoed the story before it was written. When editor Luvh 
Rakhe and two student reporters told Jernigan of their 
plans and requested interviews, she told them not to write 
the story. 
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Most of The Carrol/er staff agreed that the paper 
should speak out, Rakhe said. The result was an issue 
with a front page headed "Headline for story about swim
mers and divers," with enough blank space for an arti
cle and photo. 

Rakhe said that students didn't hear official reports 
about the swimming-diving trip and rumors were flying. 
"(The story] was timely, and it was newsworthy, simply 
because, first of all, a_ lot of students were talking about 
it .... It would have been a service to clarify what hap
pened" and what rules were broken. 

"We weren't interested in revealing names," added 
adviser Diana Ausbie, who has taught at the high school 
for seven years. "We wanted to [write about] what viola
tions occurred, how they were dealt with, and to educate 
the student body on how when they go on out-of-town 
trips, the same school rules apply. In that sense, we felt 
like it was important to run the story." Reported in: 
C-Orpus Christi Caller-Times, March 28. 

film 
Brooklyn, New York 

Miramax Films gave in to Hasidic protesters who 
chased a film crew from their Brooklyn neighborhood 
March 25. The company said it would shoot the offend
ing scenes elsewhere. 

"We had a legal permit to film there," said Tom 
Piechura on behalf of Miramax's A Price Below Rubies. 
"However, the community did not want us to film there, 
so we decided to leave." 

Filming was disrupted when residents of the Borough 
Park neighborhood took to the streets to protest the 
movie's depiction of their close-knit ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish community. Merchants also said movie trucks 
were blocking deliveries and keeping customers away. 

Merchants and shoppers complained that the 
moviemakers piled up garbage to make the street look 
dirty and dressed the actors in tatters. The plot was also 
a problem. Some protesters demanded to see the 
screenplay. Piechura would say only that the film was 
"a family drama set in a Hasidic community." 

State Assemblyman Dov Hikind said he met with 
members of the production team, but was given only a 
vague idea of what the movie was about. "We were told 
it's about a rabbi and his wife, and the wife separates," 
Hikind said. "They made it sound very kosher, but they 
really did not tell us a lot of details." 

"Nobody's asking for censorship," Hikind added. 
"This is America, you can do any kind of film you want. 
But I think we deserve at least the courtesy of somebody 
sitting down with us." Reported in: Newark Star-Ledger, 
March 27. 
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art and photography 
Downey, California 

A pencil drawing by Cedric Adams was the most talked 
about work at a recent showing of African-American art 
at the Downey Museum. But the artist was not happy 
about it. His picture was removed to a back office at the 
museum near the end of the two month exhibition. 

The picture was titled "Summer Breeze" and depicted 
a man and a woman lying together nude apparently after 
sexual relations. Besides the male sex organ, one of the 
woman's breasts was visible. A complaining resident, in 
a letter to a local newspaper, said it was not so much the 
frontal nudity but that the couple apparently had had sex 
that disturbed him. 

Adams said a sign at the entrance to the section of the 
gallery displaying his work warned viewers that some of 
the art was adult oriented. "When I came to pick up the 
drawing at the end of the exhibit, I found dozens of peo
ple there who came to see it after reading about it in the 
newspaper, even though it was no longer on display," 
Adams said. "Most of them were allowed to see it and 
told me they saw nothing wrong." 

Adams said what bothered him most about the con
troversy was that it overshadowed the works of the other 
artists on display. Reported in: Lynwood Press-Wave, 
March 19. 

San Francisco, California 
An art student at San Francisco State University said 

the university administration censored his final master's 
degree project, a parody of a well-known corporate 
advertising campaign. Andy Cox's controversial project 
was a series of posters lampooning Citibank's "In Your 
Dreams" billboard campaign. University officials 
removed the posters from a display case at the campus's 
main bus stop some time during the night of April 23, 
Cox charged. 

"This is a blatant act of censorship," Cox told a local 
reporter. "The university just folded under Citibank's 
corporate pressure.'' 

The posters featured such familiar figures as Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Timothy Leary, and Che Guevara. Cox 
replaced the bank's ad copy with his own slogans. "In 
your dreams everyone is treated equally/' the Guevara 
piece read. "And your bank sponsors socialist 
revolution." 

The posters were to be displayed through May 22. But, 
according to Cox, SFSU President Robert Corrigan 
ordered their removal after a call from Citibank 
threatened a lawsuit. Derek Hunt, associate dean of the 
College of Creative Art, confirmed that Corrigan had re
quested the removal. 

The fake ads are legal under the "fair use" exemption 
of copyright law, which exempts parody, Cox contends. 
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Moreover, on advice from a copyright lawyer, he changed 
the name of the corporation from Citibank to Citybank 
and created a different logo. Reported in: San Francisco 
Bay Guardian, April 30. 

Clearwater, Florida 
Barton Gilmore conceded that his photography stu

dent's work was "superb." The photos were "fresh," 
Gilmore said. The quality of the lighting and exposure 
was unquestionable. But th.ere was frontal nudity in a sex
ual context. There was a man with his hands down a 
woman's pants. 

Gilmore and an administrator at St. Petersburg Junior 
College's Clearwater campus agreed that some photos 
stepped over a line after they received complaints that 
the work was offensive. So they pulled the photos, spark
ing a free speech debate among students and instructors. 

The student photographer, Wayne Abell, said his pieces 
were an attempt to artistically show a hidden side of life. 
To forbid their display, he said, was clearly censorship. 
"I definitely feel that I was wronged," said Abell. "They 
shouldn't be able to tell everybody what they can view.'' 
Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, March 8. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Workers at the city-owned KiMo Theater erected a tem

porary wooden wall March 20 after internationally known 
Native American artist Steven Johnson Leyba refused city 
officials' request to remove his work. The exhibit was in 
the gallery, through which theater patrons must walk to 
reach rest rooms. The wall screened the public from 
unintentionally viewing the art, which included upside
down flags and some sexual imagery. There was also a 
sign posted warning visitors they could be offended by 
the work. 

The work, "Wounded Knee Decomposition I," was 
part of an exhibition of Native American art to raise 
money on behalf of Indian prison inmates. 

"There are various things that have offended different 
people, but the major offense that people have taken is 
to the use of the American flag,'' said Alan Clark, direc
tor of library and cultural affairs. "They've said to me 
it is a desecration of the flag. The work is offensive, par
ticularly to people who are veterans." 

"I asked that some of this material be removed based 
on my belief that it would be overwhelmingly offensive 
to a significant number of people," Clark said. "This 
individual artist was not able to cooperate - would not 
- and raised issues of constitutional rights." 

Although the exhibition's contract allowed the city to 
remove the work, Clark and other officials, including the 
mayor and city attorney, decided to stop short of full cen
sorship. Reported in: Albuquerque Journal, March 22. 
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University Park, Pennsylvania 
A Pennsylvania State University student created a stir 

on the floor of the state legislature over a piece of art 
hanging in the University's Zoller Gallery. At least one 
state representative threatened to withhold the Univer
sity's $281 million state subsidy if the artwork remained 
on display. 

Christine Enedy found herself in the center of con
troversy as complaints arose about her project featured 
in a student exhibition. The work in question, "25 Years 
of Virginity: A Self Portrait," was a quilt covered with 
25 pairs of women's underwear, each with a cross stitched 
into the crotch. 

Earlier in the semester Enedy removed a sculpture from 
an outdoor display when a campus priest received com
plaints that it was anti-Catholic. That sculpture was 
described as a grotto with a statue of the Virgin Mary 
emerging from a bloody vagina. 

State Rep. John Lawless (R-Montgomery) demanded 
on the floor of the Legislature March 18 that something 
be done about the display. State Rep. Lynn Herman (R
Centre) responded to Lawless, saying the University was 
changing its policy regarding student art display and that 
the art would be removed soon. University officials, 
however, gave no indication the work would be removed 
ahead of schedule. 

During appropriations hearings in February, Univer
sity President Graham Spanier was repeatedly questioned 
abut the issue by Lawless. Lawless demanded the art be 
removed, threatening the University's vital appropriation. 
Spanier said the University does not condone censorship. 
Reported in: Daily Collegian, March 19. 

foreign 
London, England 

The Prolife Alliance, which fielded 56 candidates on 
an anti-abortion ticket in the British election, was banned 
from showing images of late-term aborted fetuses on the 
Internet. In a groundbreaking decision, which represented 
the first censorship in Britain of the Internet based on 
broadcasting rules, the Internet provider Enterprise 
demanded the removal of the bloody images from the 
Prolife Alliance's website. John Alfrey, editor of the web
site, said that Enterprise had asked him to remove the 
pictures because it had received so many complaints from 
Internet users about the images. The footage was removed 
from the party's television election broadcast after a High 
Court ruling. Reported in: London Times, April 28. 

(continued on page 108) 
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U.S. Supreme Court 
The Supreme Court on March 24 allowed the govern

ment to begin enforcing a law that requires cable televi
sion operators to completely scramble the visual and 
audio signals of certain sexually explicit programs so that 
children do not inadvertently see them. Cable customers 
typically receive sex-oriented networks such as Playboy 
Television or Spice Entertainment only if they have paid 
for the programming. Customers who do not subscribe 
get a scrambled signal. But in many cases, according to 
court filings, cable operators lack the equipment to fully 
scramble the video portion of the signal or to scramble 
the audio signal. 

The new law, passed as part of the massive Telecom
munications Act of 1996, was intended to ensure that 
children in non-subscribing homes do not see shows 
intended for adults. It requires an operator to complete
ly scramble or block the signal or, if that is not feasible, 
to transmit sexually explicit adult programming only 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

Playboy Entertainment Group and Spice Entertain
ment Companies had sought an injunction barring 
enforcement of the law while they challenged it on First 
Amendment grounds. The high court, without opinion 
or recorded vote, however, summarily affirmed a special 
three-judge panel's denial of the injunction in Playboy 
v. Reno. The panel had said the challengers were unlike
ly to succeed on their constitutional claim. 
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The challengers had claimed that because complete 
scrambling is prohibitively expensive in many cases, cable 
operators would be forced to transmit sex-oriented net
works only at night. As a result, they said, the law would 
violate their free-speech right to show sexually explicit 
programs to adult subscribers during the day. They also 
contended the regulation violates the constitutional 
guarantee of equal protection, because it applies only to 
networks that primarily offer adult programming, rather 
than those that offer sexually explicit programs as an 
occasional part of their fare. Reported in: Washington 
Post, March 25. 

In a decision that could make Baltimore, Maryland, 
a beachhead for municipal attacks on tobacco nation
wide, the Supreme Court April 28 let stand a court rul
ing that endorsed the city's ban on cigarette and alcohol 
advertising near schools. The decision in Penn Advertis
ing of Baltimore, Inc. v. Mayor and City Council of 
Baltimore recouped a partial loss the government suffered 
the previous week when a federal judge in North Carolina 
ruled that the Food and Drug Administration could 
regulate tobacco but not tobacco advertising. 

The Supreme Court, however, decided not to review 
a decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit that said Baltimore's restriction on billboards 
advertising liquor and cigarettes did not violate First 
Amendment rights. That means that although the FDA 
is prohibited from restricting tobacco advertising, cities 
may. Reported in: Baltimore Daily Record, April 29. 

The Supreme Court on March 17 let California 
virtually ban the sale of nonobscene, erotic publications 
from newsracks on public streets. Without comment, the 
court, in Crawford v. Lungren, turned down arguments 
by publishers of adult newspapers that a state law violated 
their free speech rights. 

California bars the sale of adult-oriented publications 
from coin-operated vending machines in public places, 
unless they are supervised by an adult or are located in 
an area where children are not allowed. The law applies 
to publications that depict sexual conduct in a "patently 
offensive" way and lack "serious literary, artistic, 
political or scientific value for minors." 

The law, intended to take effect in January, 1995, was 
challenged by a group of publishers and had not gone 
into effect. A federal judge upheld the· law. The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit agreed. Reported 
in: Newark Star-Ledger, March 18. 

church and state 
Montgomery, Alabama 

A federal judge struck down Alabama's school prayer 
law March 13, the latest blow to state political leaders 
who want expressions of religious faith to be allowed in 
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classrooms and courtrooms. But the order in Chandler 
v. James did not put an end to the politically charged 
debate in this Bible Belt state. Yet another school prayer 
measure - requiring every teacher to start the day by 
reading a prayer from the Congressional Record - was 
moving through the Legislature. 

Republican Gov. Fob James has said he would deploy 
National Guard troops, if needed, to support expressions 
of religious faith in Alabama courtrooms after a circuit 
judge was ordered to stop holding prayer with jurors (see 
Newsletter, May 1997, p. 76). 

U.S. District Court Judge Ira DeMent's ruling applied 
to a 1993 law allowing student-led prayer in schools. 
DeMent said the law was unconstitutional because it 
wrongly coerced schoolchildren to participate in religious 
activity. 

The law said "non-sectarian, non-proselytizing student
initiated, voluntary prayer" must be permitted during any 
school-related event. DeMent, however, said the law 
violated the Constitution by endorsing religion and leav
ing some students with "no choice but to listen to the 
prayers of their peers." 

State Sen. Rodger Smitherman (D-Birmingham) said 
the ruling would not apply to the new prayer legislation 
he was sponsoring. Smitherman's proposed amendment 
to the state Constitution would require every teacher to 
read a daily prayer, one that had been delivered to Con
gress by a chaplain. The teachers also would lead a brief 
discussion of God's impact on government, such as why 
coins say "In God We Trust." 

A representative of the governor, Alfred Sawyer, said 
James believed the First Amendment allows every 
American to pray "whenever and wherever" and the 
governor certainly would not tell Alab'"mians to obey the 
judge. "I'm sure he would tell folks to have at it," Sawyer 
said. 

The ruling came on the heels of a politically charged 
case in which a state judge in Gadsden was ordered by 
another judge to cease conducting prayers at the start of 
court sessions and to remove a carved wooden display 
of the Ten Commandments from his courtroom. A 
national "Save the Commandments" rally attracted 
several thousand people April 12 at the Alabama Capitol 
steps. 

DeMent, a former U.S. attorney and Republican 
appointee, spelled out various forms of student religious 
expression that is permissible. These include: group 
prayers outside of organized classes, homework that 
reflects a student's religious belief, and within school 
dress codes, the display of religious symbols - "even 
replicas of the Ten Commandments." 

Rep. Bill Fuller (D-Lafayette), sponsor of the 1993 law, 
said the ruling "devalues the role of prayer. For the courts 
to discourage the advancement of spiritual values I think 
grieves God." Reported in: Atlanta Journal, March 14. 
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Washington, D.C. 
A federal judge has ruled that the military violated the 

religious and free speech rights of chaplains when it pro
hibited them from urging parishioners to write Congress 
last summer to urge an override of President Clinton's 
veto of a legislative ban on a controversial form of late
term abortion. 

"What we have here is the government's attempt to 
override the Constitution and the laws of the land by a 
directive that clearly interferes with military chaplains' 
free exercise and free speech rights, as well as those of 
their congregants," U.S. District Court Judge Stanley 
Sporkin wrote in an opinion filed April 7. 

"The chaplains in this case seek to preach only what 
they would tell their non-military congregants," the judge 
wrote. "There is no need for heavy-handed censorship, 
and any attempt to impinge on the plaintiffs' constitu
tional and legal rights is not acceptable." 

Sporkin ruled in favor of two military chaplains - a 
Catholic priest and a rabbi - who were joined in their 
lawsuit by the Muslim American Military Association and 
a Catholic naval officer and his wife. The judge also 
issued a preliminary injunction, prohibiting the military 
from keeping chaplains from urging parishioners to con
tact Congress, which was again considering a ban on what 
critics call "partial birth" abortions. 

The suit was brought after the Catholic Church told 
its priests in late May, 1996, to push the "Project Life 
Postcard Campaign," which was set to last until Con
gress took up the override of Clinton's veto. The lead 
plaintiff, the Rev. Vincent Rigdon, a Catholic priest and 
Air Force Reserve chaplain assigned to Andrews Air 
Force Base, said he found himself torn between two strict 
bosses after the Air Force judge advocate general issued 
an opinion saying he believed that urging participation 
in the postcard campaign would violate military rules. 

In defending its actions, the military relied primarily 
on a Defense Department directive prohibiting person
nel from using authority or rank to solicit votes for a par
ticular candidate or issue. The military said chaplains 
could preach generally about the abortion issue, but not 
about specific legislation. Doing so, the Defense Depart
ment argued, would allow politics to invade the military 
and jeopardize discipline and order. Moreover, the 
military argued that the chaplains' recommendations 
could be construed as an order by parishioners of lower 
rank. 

Sporkin rejected all these arguments. 
In this instance, the judge said, Rigdon and Rabbi 

David Kaye, on active duty at Offutt Air Force Base in 
Nebraska, were not trying to get parishioners to vote for 
specific candidates based on their views of abortion. 
Instead, Sporkin said, "the chaplains' contemplated 
solicitation is indirect - encouraging congregants to 
encourage members of Congress to vote a certain way." 
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The judge said the military provided no evidence that 
disorder would occur. Nor did the military prove that 
chaplains' sermons could be viewed as orders, an argu
ment that "defies common sense," he said. "Although 
it is possible for a chaplain to have greater rank than an 
accused, he is always 'inferior in command' because he 
has rank without command," the judge wrote. 

Sporkin also said that the military showed 
"favoritism" by allowing a Naval Academy priest, who 
didn't think his faith required him to urge parishioners 
to write to Congress, to preach about the military's direc
tive to chaplains. 

If, after a sermon, a mei:nber of Rigdon's or Kaye's 
congregations wanted to know what to do about the abor
tion issue, the chaplains were not allowed to say, the judge 
said. "This muzzling of religious guidance," he wrote, 
"is the direct result of the defendants' viewpoint 
discrimination." Reported in: Washington Post, April 9. 

student press 
Lexington, Massachusetts 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit ruled 
May 20 that a Lexington student newspaper and year
book wrongly rejected an advertisement from a parents' 
group advocating sexual abstinence. In a 2-1 vote, the 
appellate court said that school administrators, by back
ing the publications' decision regarding the ads, had 
violated the First Amendment because student publica
tions are public forums. 

The danger of censorship "is too great where officials 
have unbridled discretion over a forum's use," according 
to the majority opinion by Judge Norman D. Stahl. 

The ad, sponsored by the Lexington Parents Informa
tion Network, read: "We know you can do it! 
ABSTINENCE: The Healthy Choice." It came on the 
heels of a 1993 town referendum that approved the 
school's policy of distributing condoms to high school 
students without parental consent. 

The Lexington High School newspaper, The Musket, 
had published editorials supporting the policy. When it 
rejected the ad, the parents' group sued. School 
administrators argued in court that the advertising space 
in the newspaper and yearbook were not public forums; 
therefore, the decision to reject the ad should not be sub
jected to "strict scrutiny" by the courts. But the parents' 
group argued that the decision not to print the ad 
amounted to censorship. The appellate majority agreed. 

When a public school provides a communication forum 
generally open to the public, the court ruled, it may not 
discriminate based on the content of the message, and 
can not "pick and choose" without specific standards and 
guidelines. 

The court sent the case back to U.S. District Court 
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Judge Richard G. Stearns, who it said had improperly 
ruled in favor of school officials. Since the case was 
filed, student publications have adopted guidelines 
regarding ads; Stearns will review them to determine if, 
under the guidelines, the abstinence ad can be rejected. 

In a dissenting opinion, Judge Sandra Lynch said 
neither the students nor the school board violated the First 
Amendment. The court, she wrote, should not "interfere 
with the editorial judgments" of the student paper. 
Reported in: Boston Globe, May 21. 

university 
Tampa, Florida 

A federal judge broke legal ground May 7 when she 
ruled that the University of South Florida's appeal on 
a student pornography case was "frivolous" and done 
to delay a free speech lawsuit against the school. Chief 
U.S. District Court Judge Elizabeth A. Kovachevich's 
ruling was believed to be the first of its kind in the 
Eleventh Circuit, which encompasses Florida, Georgia 
and Alabama. 

Sarasota's New College senior Amy Andre sued the 
university after campus police stopped a late-night out
door projection of a sexually graphic tape at a party and 
seized the video. On March 27, Kovachevich ruled that 
USF President Betty Castor and other university officials 
must remain defendants in the case, pending further 
examination of the issue. Andre's lawyers accused USF 
of trying to drag out the case past New College's May 
23 graduation date and Kovachevich ordered both sides 
to move ahead. 

The next week, the university appealed that ruling to 
the Eleventh Circuit - a time-consuming move that 
would delay the case. But Kovachevich ruled that "the 
only plausible motivation behind the appeal is delay." 
Had it not been for USF's appeal, she wrote, the entire 
case might have been decided. 

The all-female film at the heart of the suit, former porn 
star Annie Sprinkle's Sluts and Goddesses Video 
Workshop, shows explicit sex scenes. Reported in: 
Tampa Tribune, May 8. 

public employees 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

A public employee's reports to her supervisors about 
an incident in which she was sexually harassed by an assis
tant to a public official may enjoy First Amendment pro
tection as speech on a matter of public concern, the en 
bane U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit decided 
April 11. Although the court explicitly declined to adopt 
a rule under which reports of personal sexual harassment 
will always constitute public concern speech, the ruling 
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leaned in that direction. 
The plaintiff in the case, fearing retaliation against 

herself or her husband, also a county employee, kept 
quiet for a time before reporting to her supervisors that 
the executive assistant to a county commissioner engaged 
in sexually harassing behavior in his office. Her suit 
against the county after she was fired included allegations 
that the county discharged her in retaliation for exercis
ing her First Amendment rights. 

The court concluded that although the employee's 
revelation to her supervisor was not a public declaration 
and dealt with a single incident rather than systemic sex 
discrimination, it touched on matters relevant to the per
formance of an elected official and, therefore, addressed 
a matter of public concern. The court likened the sexual 
harassment at issue to racial discrimination practiced 
under comparable circumstances. Reported in: U.S. Law 
Week, April 22. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Catholic school teachers seeking their 

state labor board's protection suffered a major defeat in 
April when the state supreme court ruled that they are 
not considered "public employees." The decision settled 
a four-year-old dispute that began when two teachers 
claimed they were fired for trying to form a union at 
Philadelphia's Norwood-Fontbonne Academy, an 
independent Roman Catholic elementary school. The 
court interpreted the state's Public Employee Relations 
Act to mean that Catholic school teachers are not 
included among those groups over which the labor board 
has jurisdiction. To rule otherwise, the court reasoned, 
could create unconstitutional church-state entanglements. 
Reported in: Education Week, April 30. D 

(most censored . .. from page 85) 

7. Cashing in on Poverty. Corporate America's 
poverty industry profits by exploiting the poor through 
price gouging and predatory lending and marketing 
practices. 

8. Big Brother Goes High-Tech. New technology is 
rapidly facilitating mass, routine surveillance of world 
citizens without proper warrants or formal investigations. 

9. U.S. Troops Exposed to Depleted Uranium 
During Gulf War. The Pentagon failed to warn troops 
about the dangers of handling depleted uranium (DU) 
munitions, the use of which may be associated with Gulf 
War illnesses. 
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10. Facing Food Scarcity. The global food supply is not 
nearly as secure as projected by the U .N. Food and 
Agriculture Organization and the World Bank. 

15 Other Censored Stories of 1996 
GDP Is Meaningless Economic Measuring Stick; 

rBGH-Milking the Public; Gag Me With a Food 
Disparagement Law; Anti-Abortion and Militia 
Movements Converge; Teen Drug "Crisis" Is a Myth; 
Derivatives: Risky Business; Union Do's-Smart 
Solidarity; PCBs: Importing Poison; Corporate America 
Spends Big Bucks on Pro-China PR; U.S. Alone in 
Blocking Export Ban of Toxic Waste to Third World; 
Inside INS Detention Centers; Refrigerator Revolution 
and Repairing the Ozone; Chemicals and the Brain; Tuna, 
Free Trade, and Cocaine; The Truth About "Inert" 
Chemicals. 

Project Censored Judges 
The judges who selected the top ten under-reported 

news stories were Donna Allen, founding editor of Media 
Report to Women; Ben Bagdikian, professor emeritus, 
Graduate School of Journalism, University of Califor
nia, Berkeley; Richard Barnet, author/policy analyst; 
Susan Faludi, journalist/author; George Gerbner, dean 
emeritus, Annenberg School of Communications, Univer
sity of Pennsylvania; Carl Jensen, founder and former 
director of Project Censored; Sut Jhally, professor of 
communications, and executive director, The Media 
Education Foundation, University of Massachusetts; 
Nicholas Johnson, professor, College of Law, University 
of Iowa; Rhoda H. Karpatkin, president, Consumers 
Union, non-profit publisher of Consumer Reports; 
Charles L. Klotzer, editor and publisher emeritus, St. 
Louis Journalism Review; Judith Krug, director, Office 
for Intellectual Freedom, American Library Association; 
Frances Moore Lappe, co-founder and co-director, 
Center for Living Democracy; William Lutz, professor, 
English, Rutgers University; Julianne Malveaux, Ph.D., 
economist and columnist, King Features and Pacifica 
radio talk show host; Jack L. Nelson, professor, 
Graduate School of Education, Rutgers University; 
Michael Parenti, Ph.D., author and lecturer; Herbert I. 
Schiller, professor emeritus of communication, Univer
sity of California, San Diego; Barbara Seaman, author 
and lecturer, co-founder of the National Women's Health 
Network; Holly Sklar, author; Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld, 
president, D.C. Productions. 

CENSORED: The News That Didn't Make the News, 
the 1997 Censored Yearbook, published by Seven Stories 
Press, New York, is available in bookstores or by calling 
I 800 596-7437. To receive a free pamphlet listing the top 
25 stories, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
PROJECT CENSORED, Sonoma State University, 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928-3609 D. 
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is it legal? 

cyberspace 
Alexandria, Virginia 

When George Mason University professor Paul Smith 
created his own site on the Internet he wanted to show 
his students the difficulties of regulating the vast com
puter network. So he posted a series of graphic sexual 
images that he had downloaded on his office computer. 
Smith said he didn't know that he was violating a new 
Virginia law that prohibits state employees from using 
state-owned computers to "access, download, print or 
store any information . . . having sexually explicit 
content." 

On May 8, Smith, five other Virginia professors, and 
the ACLU filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court in 
Alexandria asking that the law be ruled unconstitutional. 
The complaint says the law threatens academic freedom 
and violates public employees' free speech rights. 

"I got angry that this could happen. I just read the 
law and thought it was absurd," said Smith. "The cen
tral issue is that I don't think the state should be 
regulating anybody's free speech." 

The Virginia law took effect in July, 1996. It exempts 
state employees who can show that they need computer 
access to sexually explicit material for a "bona fide, 
agency-approved research project or other agency
approved undertaking.'' 

State officials said that the law's intent is to prevent 
state employees from engaging in frivolous or indecent 
activity during work hours, and that it was not meant 
to restrict college professors' research or teaching. "It 
is a reasonable expectation that college professors in 
Virginia can teach courses and even conduct research 
without relying on pornographic material,'' said Julie 
Overy on behalf of Gov. George Allen. 

The professors who filed the suit contend that faculty 
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across the state have curtailed some of their activities 
because of the law. Those challenging the statute also 
include Melvin I. Urofsky, a professor of history at 
Virginia Commonwealth University; Dana Heller, an 
associate professor of American literature at Old 
Dominion University; and Terry J. Meyers, chair of the 
English Department at the College of William and Mary. 

The professors said the state ban would prevent them, 
for example, from using graphic literature or poems by 
writers such as Henry Miller and Allen Ginsberg for stu
dent assignments and research on the Internet. Urofsky 
said he had planned to ask 75 students in his mass com
munications class to record how often they stumbled 
across obscene material on the Internet, as an exercise 
to see whether federal restrictions were needed. But he 
said he withdrew the assignment because he · feared that 
he would be violating the law when he reviewed the text 
and images his students had downloaded. 

The lawsuit says that the Internet is becoming an essen
tial tool for academics and that "human sexuality is an 
important subject of scholarly research." Smith said the 
Virginia law will chill the climate for doing such work. 
"No one likes the weight of the university administra
tion coming down on them, especially when it's backed 
up by a state law," he said. "It does frighten me." 
Reported in: Washington Post, May 9. 

schools 
Vista, California 

The ACLU of San Diego and Imperial Counties filed 
a lawsuit in federal court April 17 challenging the Vista 
Unified School District's "gavel down" policy that bans 
public criticism of board members and the superinten
dent during school board meetings. The suit was filed on 
behalf of Margaret O'Neill and Nancy Leventhal, district 
residents who had criticized Superintendent Jack Gyves' 
performance and fiscal management during the public 
comment period at a February 20 board meeting. 

Board President Dave Hubbard threatened to close the 
meeting if the criticism continued. "When [the trustees] 
were elected, they took an oath to serve by the Constitu
tion," O'Neill said. "They're not setting a good 
example with the ban." 

On March 3, the ACLU sent the board a letter out
lining the unconstitutionality of the district's policy and 
asking that all public comment be permitted at future 
meetings. The board defended the policy based on the 
Brown Act, which authorizes public entities to address 
personnel complaints in closed session. 

"We hoped they would do the right thing when we sent 
them the letter," Leventhal said, "but they chose to ig
nore it. It is strictly a free speech issue. We feel the school 
board should be leading by example." Reported in: North 
County Times, April 18. D 
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CompuServe exec indicted in 
Germany 

Prosecutors in Munich have indicted the head of 
CompuServe online computer service in Germany on 
charges of trafficking in pornography, attempting to hold 
the company responsible for material that its customers 
could obtain from sites on the Internet. The indictment, 
made public April 16, marked a major turning point in 
the debate over controlling pornography on the Internet, 
because it appears to be the first time that authorities in 
any Western country have tried to prosecute a commer
cial online service for material it had no part in producing. 

Prosecutors charged that Felix Somm, general manager 
of CompuServe Deutschland, violated anti-pornography 
laws by failing to block the company's customers from 
using the CompuServe network to reach independent 
computers on the Internet that offer child pornography. 
They also charged that CompuServe had failed to block 
access to Internet sites offering Nazi and neo-Nazi 
material, which is also prohibited in Germany. 

"We think this is the first prosecution of an online ser
vice for information provided over the Internet," said 
Marc Rotenberg, head of the Electronic Privacy and 
Information Center, a nonprofit advocacy group. 

Experts said, however, that the ultimate ramifications 
of the indictment were unclear because the German 
Parliament was widely expected to pass a new law gover
ning multimedia services that explicitly frees commercial 
services like CompuServe from liability for material 
obtained over the Internet. 

CompuServe first ran afoul of German authorities in 
1995. Based on tough demands by authorities to block 
access to pornographic Internet sites, CompuServe took 
what was then the unprecedented step of shutting off 
more than two hundred sites to all its customers world
wide. The action ignited a backlash among many 
customers and free speech groups. 

Ulrich Sieber, a law professor specializing in computer 
and information issues at the University of Wuerzburg, 
predicted that the indictment would not hold up. "The 
prosecutors are demanding something from CompuServe 
that is impossible to provide," Sieber said. "This is a 
crime of omission, and to have a crime of omission you 
need to have a legal duty to act. Felix Somm has no duty 
to control the Internet." 

The indictment was issued largely on the basis of long
standing criminal laws that prohibit a person from mak
ing "simple" pornography available to children and 
"hard-core" pornography - which is defined to include 
child pornography and bestiality - available to people 
of any age. Those laws were not developed with online 
computer services in mind, and the issue of who is respon
sible for information that comes over the Internet has 
been a matter of debate in both the U.S. and Europe. 
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But the indictment also raises novel questions about 
national sovereignty and cyberspace, because 
CompuServe also is charged with making Nazi material 
and certain violent games available from its own servers 
in the U.S. Reported in: New York Times, April 17. D 

(censorship dateline ... from page 102) 

Micronesia 
The Federated States of Micronesia Congress voted to 

shut down the country's only independent newspaper and 
deport its editor. "We do need independent newspapers 
and a free press, but we do not need sensational jour
nalism," said Pohnpei Sen. Leo A. Falcam. "We do not 
need opinionated newspapers. And we do not need biased 
newspapers." 

Chuuk Congressman Roosevelt D. Kansou had filed 
a congressional resolution asking Micronesian President 
Jacob Nena to deport the editor of the FSM News as an 
"undesirable alien." On March 19, it was passed by a 
voice vote. 

Congressional speaker Jack Fritz said FSM News editor 
Sherry O'Sullivan had "no regard for FSM customs, 
traditions and culture." The resolution alleged that the 
"tone and content" of the newspaper were characterized 
by "gross, extreme, careless and apparently willful 
malicious inaccuracies, distortions and outright 
falsehoods.'' Reported in: Pacific Daily News, March 22. 

Lusaka, Zambia 
Two journalists at Zambia's weekly Chronicle were 

arrested as part of what media organizations called a 
crackdown on the independent press. Police arrested 
reporter George Jambwa and picked up editor Lweenda 
Hamusankwa at his home the next day. Jambwa was 
questioned about a report that a presidential aide was 
driving a stolen car. Jambwa told visitors that inter
rogators wanted to know the source of the story. 

A week earlier, an editor for the independent Post was 
sentenced to three months in prison after apologizing for 
reporting allegations that Supreme Court judges were tak
ing bribes. The Press Association of Zambia and the 
Zambia Independent Media Association said they feared 
President Frederick Chilub's government was cracking 
down on independent media. A bill introduced in parlia
ment would license journalists and make them answerable 
to a media council. Reported in: Editor and Publisher, 
March 15. D 
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success stories ---, 

libraries 
Gwinnett County, Georgia 

A children's library book that has been on the shelf 
at a Gwinnett elementary school for fifteen years was 
nearly removed May 15 when the school board split 2-2 
over a parent's request to banish it because of what she 
considered objectionable language. The Sisters 
Impossible will remain in circulation at Dyer Elementary 
School. A majority vote was needed to overturn the find
ings of both local school and system-wide media review 
committees that ruled the book is appropriate. 

Parent Wanda Criswell argued that profanity in the fic
tional account of two sisters taking ballet classes con
tradicted school behavior guidelines. "You can be 
disciplined for using words like that in school, yet the 
schools make available books with profanity for them to 
read," she said. 

Martha Brady, who oversees elementary schools for 
the system and who served on the systemwide review 
panel, said that while the book was recommended for 
middle school age, many upper elementary students read 
beyond their grade level. 

In a separate book challenge of Ghost Camp, one of 
the popular "Goosebumps" series, board members were 
unanimous that it should remain in elementary media 
centers despite parent Victor Williams's objection to its 
occult references. Reported in: Atlanta Journal, May 16. 
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Garnett, Kansas 
A vote to remove the book Shadow from the shelves 

of the Anderson County Junior/Senior High School 
library was defeated by a 5-2 vote of the Garnett Board 
of Education March 13. The board members had left the 
book on the shelf while they reviewed it after patron 
Laurinda Pearson asked for its removal. 

Pearson had lodged her complaint after her junior high 
student had brought the book home. She objected to its 
graphic language and other content. The book was not 
required reading in any class. Reported in: Ottawa 
Herald, March 13. 

Colonie, New York 
A free weekly newspaper with ads for sex-related 

telephone services and strip clubs will remain at the town 
library, the Colonie library board voted March 20. The 
board decided to move Metro/and from the media desk 
to the reference desk, but won't keep anyone - including 
children - who wants the paper from getting it. The adult 
ads, which are in an insert separate from the rest of the 
paper, show scantily clad men and women in sexually sug
gestive poses. 

"We put aside our personal feelings about Metro/and," 
said board President Frank Della Rocca. "We did what 
was beneficial to the community. This was a First Amend
ment issue, which we support." 

The board meeting failed to attract much public 
interest, but one Metro/and opponent later complained 
about the library board action to the Town Board. "The 
last recourse of rascals is the Constitution," said Bernard 
Dwyer. "The question is whether or not this material is 
good for the people of Colonie. Nothing elevates this to 
the issue of the First Amendment." 

Della Rocca noted that the library had only received 
two or three complaints about Metro/and. "This is a town 
of 80,000 people. What are we supposed to do?" he 
asked. Library Director Robert Jaquay said the library 
gets about 35 copies of the periodical each week; all but 
one of those are taken by patrons. 

Opponents of Metro/and had suggested that the library 
remove the insert before distributing the paper, but the 
board rejected that idea. Metro/and had told the library 
if the insert was removed, it would stop deliveries. 
Reported in: Schenectady Gazette, March 21. 

schools 
Stockton, California 

The autobiography of a black South African man that 
some Lincoln Unified School District parents called por
nographic and racially insensitive will remain on a core 
reading list for high school sophomores, trustees decided 
March 12. The 4-1 vote to keep Mark Mathabane's 
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Kaffir Boy on high school reading lists supported a 
recommendation by the district's library review board. 

William Childress filed a complaint about the book 
after his daughter brought it home from her tenth-grade 
English class. "Let us not hold up Kaffir Boy as The 
Grapes of Wrath," he said-. "It is not a classic; it is por
nography." The book tells of Mathabane's youth in one 
of South Africa's toughest ghettos. Childress was 
offended by a passage in which a band of young male 
prostitutes had sex with a group of older men. 

Library board members called the book "extremely 
powerful" and engaging and said its "graphic and sen
sitive nature ... reflect the gravity and reality of apar
theid." 

Sophomore Tanesha Burton, who read the book as a 
class assignment, told the board: "Students need to be 
exposed to books like this so bad things in life don't get 
repeated. I believe the book because it is telling the truth 
about life; it makes you think about things we 
hadn't thought about." Reported in: Stockton Record, 
March 13. 

Sen. Exon tops list of 1997 Jefferson 
Muzzles 

Former United States Senator J. James Exon and the 
other champions of the Communications Decency Act 
head the list of 1997 Jefferson Muzzles announced April 
14 by the Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection 
of Free Expression. 

A Jefferson Muzzle goes to Senator Exon and his 
Senate colleagues for leading the charge to pass the Com
munications Decency Act. The CDA makes it criminal 
to transmit material on the Internet that is labeled "in
decent" or "patently offensive" without any real attempt 
to define those terms, thus making it possible for 
individual prosecutors to follow their own whims in 
bringing charges under the Act. Another recipient is New 
York City Police Commissioner Howard Safir for 
excluding a reporter from a press briefing in his office 
because he found objectionable a reference to him in an 
otherwise laudatory article written by the reporter. 

In announcing the awards for the sixth consecutive 
year, Center director Robert M. O'Neil noted that this 
year's recipients are representative of a far greater number 
of incidents of censorship that occurred across the United 
States in 1996. "Although federal government policies 
and acts, such as the CDA, get extensive press coverage, 
local acts of censorship are far more prevalent but often 
go unnoticed except by those directly affected." 
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etc. 
Bellingham, Washington 

The owner and manager of a magazine store have won 
a $1.3 million judgment against Whatcom County after 
prosecutors hauled them into court last year on charges 
of "promoting pornography." Owner Ira Stohl and 
manager Kristina Hjelsand of The Newstand were pro
secuted for selling copies of a small magazine called 
Answer Me! but a jury found them not guilty in 
February, 1996. They had already filed their countersuit, 
alleging prior restraint and retaliatory prosecution. 

In awarding a judgment of $50,000 to each plaintiff 
for prior restraint and another $768, 169 to Stohl and 
$428,484 to Hjelsand for retaliatory prosecution, a U.S. 
District Court jury in Seattle found that Whatcom 
County had violated the pair's First Amendment rights, 
caused emotional suffering, and damaged their business. 

"We never in our wildest dreams anticipated that it 
would go this far, but since it has, it seems the ramifica
tions are really nationwide," Stohl said. "It sends notice 
to prosecutors and authorities that there is danger in act
ing list this. You can't just threaten and bully and feel 
that you're always going to get away with it." Reported 
in: Bookselling This Week, April 28. D 

The awards came, as always, on the birthday of 
Thomas Jefferson - his 254th this year. In selecting the 
"winners," the Center's Board of Trustees does not limit 
its attention to technical violations of the First Amend
ment. Rather, O'Neil explained, what Muzzle recipients 
have done is curb free expression, sometimes because of 
personal whim or bias, in times and in places where free 
expression is vital. "Censors often set out with the best 
of motives or goals, and with no intent to restrict speech. 
Somewhere along the way, they lose sight of one set of 
values - those embodied in our First Amendment - in 
an effort to preserve others. When a person or group does 
grave damage to free expression, whatever the motive, 
a Jefferson Muzzle is in order." 

This year's Jefferson Muzzle recipients are: 
• United States Senator J. James Exon (retired) and 

other champions of the Communications Decency Act, 
which makes it criminal to transmit on the Internet 
material that is "indecent" or "patently offensive," 
without any real attempt in the statute to define those 
terms. 

• New York City Police Commissioner Howard Safir 
for singling out and excluding a reporter from a press 
briefing held in his office at police headquarters because 
a recently published story by the reporter included a 
disparaging reference to the Commissioner. 

• Copperas Cove (Texas) High School Principal Mike 
Wilburn for editing a student editorial in the school 
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newspaper because he felt it portrayed the student body 
in a "negative light." 

• The 1995-96 School Board of Merrimack, New 
Hampshire for imposing a policy that threatened 
discharge of teachers who discussed, or used materials 
that discussed a homosexual lifestyle. 

• Health Maintenance Organizations that Impose 
"Gag" Rules on participating physicians which prevent 
them from discussing with their patients certain treatment 
options and procedures. 

Located in Charlottesville, Virginia, The Thomas Jef
ferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan institution dedicated to the pro
tection and promotion of freedom of expression in all 
its forms. D 

PEN awards announced 
Nancy Hsu Fleming is the winner of the 1997 

PEN/Newman's Own First Amendment Award. In 1992, 
Fleming wrote to the Environmental Protection Agency 
about possible groundwater contamination from a local 
landfill. The landfill owners' lawyer obtained a copy of 
the letter and demanded that she either retract her 
statements or face a lawsuit. Fleming refused, citing her 
First Amendment right to freedom of speech. The land
fill owners then filed a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation (SLAPP), a mechanism used by corpora
tions to silence individuals who oppose their plans. The 
case against Fleming lasted four years, during which she 
refused to consider a settlement. On June 25, 1996, the 
Rhode Island Supreme Court dismissed the case against 
her. 

"I am hopeful that this award will send a message to 
the public to persevere in public discourse and to fight 
any attempts to stifle public participation," Fleming said. 

The award jury included authors E.L. Doctorow, 
Cornelius Eady, and Grace Paley, and ALA Office for 
Intellectual Freedom Director Judith Krug. The Award, 
consisting of $25,000 and a sculpture designed and 
donated by Mark di Suvero, was presented to Fleming 
by Paul Newman at the PEN 75th Anniversary Literary 
Gala on April 14. 

The 1997 PEN/Barbara Goldsmith Awards of $3,000 
apiece were presented to two writers either in prison or 
facing imprisonment for exercising their right to freedom 
of expression. 

Godwin Agbroko, editor of The Week, one of 
Nigeria's most respected newspapers, was the imprisoned 
recipient. He was arrested and held briefly in 1995 and 
arrested again on December 17, 1996, by Nigeria's State 
Security Service. His colleagues were unable to locate him 
or determine if he had been charged with any crime for 
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several months. This spring, it was learned that he is held 
at the Military Detention Center in Lagos and charged 
with criticizing Nigeria's military leadership. 

The other recipient is Ayse Nur Zarakolu, a founder 
of Turkey's Freedom to Publish Committee, political 
essayist, and the director of Beige Publishing House. In 
1995, she was sentenced to two years in prison for hav
ing published a book on the 1915 genocide of Turkish 
Armenians by the Turkish Army, which the government 
denies ever happened. While she has not been imprisoned 
on that charge, she faces prosecution on charges relating 
to publication of other books. Reported in: Intellectual 
Freedom Action News, June 1997. D 

IFRT 1997 award recipients 
Ronald F. Sigler was named the 1997 recipient of the 

American Library Association Intellectual Freedom 
Round Table (IFRT) John Phillip lmmroth Memorial 
Award for Intellectual Freedom. Consisting of $500 in 
cash and a citation, the Immroth Award honors 
individuals or groups who have demonstrated extra
ordinary courage in defense and support of intellectual 
freedom. The award is named for the co-founder of 
IFRT, John Phillip Immroth, who was an author, 
teacher, scholar and advocate of intellectual freedom. 

"Dr. Sigler was selected by the Award Jury because 
of his long and distinguished career in support of intellec
tual freedom - a career filled with incidents which have 
affected the national and professional discourse on this 
topic. His work, including his seminal role in the develop
ment of the Freedom to View Statement, has brought 
about change and continued awareness in this important 
area," said Wayne Rawley, chair of the award committee. 

The Georgia First Amendment Foundation is the 1997 
recipient of the IFRT State and Regional Achievement 
Award for its work in the cause of intellectual freedom. 
The State and Regional Achievement Award consists of 
$1,000 donated by the Social Issues Resource Series, Inc., 
and a citation; it recognizes outstanding contributions to 
intellectual freedom at the state or regional level. 

"The Georgia First Amendment Foundation has done 
wonderful work for the cause of intellectual freedom," 
according to award chair Steven Brown. "Since its 
relatively recent inception, the organization has become 
a model of cooperation between the press, the legal pro
fession, and libraries in the defense of shared ideals. It 
is a model that can be emulated in other areas of the coun
try." Reported in: Intellectual Freedom Action News, 
May 1997. D 
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