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Voters in the October 4 Republican primary and the November 8 general election 
took away the conservative Christian Coalition's control of the Lake County (Florida) 
School board, spelling the end of, among other things, a policy under which the 
schools were told to teach that American culture is second to none. "The sun will 
rise again on the Lake County school system," said Superintendent Tom Sanders. 

After weeks of hot debate on the "America First" policy, voters in Lake County's 
Republican primary cast ballots against the three Christian Coalition candidates for 
board vacancies by 2-1 ratios . Voter turnout in the central Florida county, a hotbed 
of censorship controversy, was 28 percent, compared with 13 percent state-wide. 

The remaining six candidates for the three contested seats, three Republicans and 
three Democrats, indicated they would repeal the controversial edict adopted by a 
conservative 3-2 majority last May. 

Two Christian Coalition board members are in midterm. Outgoing board chair 
Pat Hart, who wrote the cultural policy, ended her four-year term and decided not 
to seek reelection. That leaves the two incumbents facing a new moderate majority. 

Hart, a Christian Coalition member, said the results were no surprise. "We have 
endured over two years of constant anti-Christian bashing by the liberal media, 
truckloads of teachers union money and efforts by administrators and teachers against 
us," she said. 

The "America First" policy would require teachers to emphasize to their students 
that American culture is superior to all others. A 1991 Florida law, however, requires 
schools to teach about all cultures without promoting ethnocentrism. 

The conservatives also advocated teaching creationism and Christian values, as well 
as abstinence-only sex education. They also reduced taxes for the county's 38 schools. 
Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, October 6. D 
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Fairfax library rejects minors' 
restrictions 

A Fairfax County Library Board committee put to rest 
a month-long debate over "adults only" book collections 
October 24 by rejecting a proposal to limit minors' 
access to certain library materials. Conservative activists 
had wanted the Library Board to collect books on such 
topics as homosexuality, "iolence, the occult, suicide and 
euthanasia and put them into an area that minors could 
not enter without a parent's permission. It would have 
been one of the most restrictive library access policies in 
the country (see Newsletter, November 1994, p. 195). 

"We should be encouraging children to use the library, 
not discouraging them,'' said Library Board Chair 
Herbert A. Doyle, Jr., who voted against such restric
tions. "Our First Amendment affords all citizens the right 
to information, free of government restriction." 

Although the "adults only" proposal, originally pro
posed by board member Ronald J. Savage in September, 
had already been all but abandoned after county super
visors criticized it, Savage offered a second less restric
tive plan: parents of children under 12 years old should 
be given the right to prohibit their children from check
ing out books that are not part of the juvenile collection. 
But the policy committee, which is made up of ten of the 
eleven board members, voted 8-0 to continue providing 
free access. 

"We have the policy; it is called parenting," said board 
member Joyce D. Andrews. "Access to materials in the 
library is at a parent's discretion." 

The committee did pass one proposal, which was 
approved by a 7-3 vote of the entire board on November 
10. Under this plan, parents will be able to ask library 
staff members what books children under twelve have 
checked out. A similar proposal also was adopted in 
Loudoun County, where a similar controversy on minors' 
access had begun in September (see Newsletter, November 
1994, p. 1%); in Loudoun County, however, parents were 
permitted access to the circulation records of children 
under the age of seventeen. 

In related developments, on October 22, three acquisi
tions librarians appeared before a special meeting of the 
Library Board to deny accusations that acquisition 
policies were biased against conservative views. Some 
board members and conservative activists had demanded 
that the system reexamine its purchasing procedures to 
counter what they said was the influence of homosexuals 
and other groups. 

At an all-day session on book purchasing, however, 
the librarians denied accusations that the classics are in 
short supply or that the library's holdings are skewed in 
any identifiable direction. 

Board member Savage, who had proposed reviewing 
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purchasing policies, said he thought the meeting 
"represented a good start. Our role in this is an ongoing 
process, and I think there will be some discussion about 
it. But from what I gathered here today, there's a 
conscientious effort to create a balance. I don't feel 
there's any hidden agenda" on the part of the library 
staff. 

With respect to collection balance and diversity, on 
October 3 the library received a donation of 78 books 
from the Fairfax Lesbian and Gay Citizens Association. 
The donation came in response to the library's purchase 
of more than a hundred mainly conservative books that 
question or oppose homosexuality and homosexual 
rights. 

"Our purpose is to help the Fairfax County Library 
system. They already have a very excellent gay and les
bian collection, but there were some areas that were a 
little thin," said Stephanie Burns, leader of the group. 
"We realize all public institutions are feeling budget 
crunches now, and we were doing our civic duty. We 
wanted to help them out." 

The donation came a month after a purchase made at 
the request of Karen Jo Gounaud, a county activist who 
has led the fight against library materials espousing 
homosexual themes. At her suggestion, the Library Board 
bought 102 books that offer anti-homosexual viewpoints. 

Gounaud said the library should refuse the donated 
books, which would tip the scales toward a pro
homosexual view. ''This would be an inappropriate thing 
to accept," she said. "It would be the same thing if we 
bought 4,000 anti-gay books." Reported in: Washington 
Post, October 4, 13, 23, 25, November 11, 18. D 

censorship in Colorado 
public libraries, 1993 

The following information is from an annual report 
made by Library Research Service, State Library & Adult 
Education Office, Colorado Department of Education. 

In 1993, at least 337 challenges were made to materials 
in Colorado public libraries. This was less than the 654 
reported in 1992. Informally, some librarians felt that 
while there were fewer challenges in 1993, more com
plaints were pursued beyond just written forms. 

In 1993, seven out of ten materials challenges in public 
libraries were made in the Denver-Metro area. Seven 
libraries received ten or more challenges each. In 1992, 
nine out of ten challenges occurred in this area with over 
300 at Jefferson County Public Library. While nine out 
of ten reporting libraries indicated they would notify 
governing boards of an incident, less than one out of ten 
would notify the Colorado Library Association or ALA. 
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While most challenges appeared to come from 
individuals, three libraries stated that challenges came 
from groups. Two were identified as conservative church 
groups and the third as a city council. One library received 
over thirty identical reconsideration forms for Daddy's 
Roommate. In four out of five cases, an item under 
reconsideration was retained with no change in shelving 
or availability. 

At least 89 separate titles or items were reported 
challenged in 1993. There were probably more titles, as 
some surveys listed only categories such as R-rated 
movies. Issues of sexuality accounted for almost half of 
all challenges. 

Of the 89 titles, only six had multiple challenges made 
against them. Of these three, Sex, by Madonna; The New 
Joy of Gay Sex; and Daddy's Roommate, by Michael 
Willhoite, also appear on the national list of top ten cen
sored titles. Five of the six libraries which received 
challenges to Sex had never even purchased it to begin 
with. At least one was threatened that the book, if pur
chased, would be destroyed. One library reported it was 
later missing an item that had been challenged and 
retained. 

Among other findings of the survey: 
• Nine out of ten challenged titles held copyrights of 

1985 or newer. 
• About three-fourths of all challenged items were 

books, not video or audio materials. 
• Two-thirds of challenged titles were fiction. 
• Half of these titles were intended for children and 

young adults. Reported in: Fast Facts, November l. D 

studying porn 
Pornography may be viewed by many as lowbrow 

smut, but it is getting attention from a growing number 
of highbrow scholars. 

"It doesn't make sense to neglect something that plays 
such a large part in people's lives," said Constance 
Penley, a professor at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, who teaches a class on pornographic film. 
"Just as there are many kinds of porn, there are many 
different kinds of people watching it. It would be elitist 
if we didn't study this." 

After studying sexually explicit material, some scholars 
are convinced that pornography is not as violent and 
harmful as it has been portrayed by critics. "There is sur
prisingly little violence in porn films," Penley said. "This 
is quite striking, that the violent degradation of women 
is not there. The one thing you think is there, is not 
there." 

Linda Williams, a professor of film and women's 
studies at the University of California, Irvine, studied 
hundreds of porn films for her book, Hard Core: Power, 
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Pleasure, and the Frenzy of the Visible. "The academic 
study of moving-image pornography is the best antidote 
to the widespread belief among many feminists that 
pornography is tantamount to genocide against women," 
said Williams, who describes herself as a feminist. "For 
this and many other reasons, I determined to offer an 
undergraduate course on hardcore film and video." 

Ironically, Williams found that as a teacher she became 
a censor of sorts. "Censorship, I learned, is only rarely 
a matter of literally repressing materials that one finds 
offensive oneself," she said. "Much more often it is a 
more subtle matter of protecting others from what they 
may find offensive. Somewhat to my surprise, I became 
the class's worst censor." 

Pornography is a growing field of study at universities 
around the country and U .C. Santa Barbara found itself 
in the forefront when Penley began teaching her film class 
two years ago. Howls of protest came from anti
pornography groups and feminists, who said the class was 
using tax dollars to expose youth to filth and oppress 
women. 

"It is upsetting the tea cart about what can be studied," 
Penley acknowledged. "The debate about pornography 
has focused on how and whether its circulation should 
be restricted. This debate takes place in a vacuum of 
knowledge about pornography's images and themes." 

Like other forms of film, pornography provides a view 
of ourselves we wouldn't be able to see otherwise, Penley 
said. Pornographic films can be found degrading to 
women only if the viewer thinks of sex itself as degrading 
to women, she added. 

"If there is a core fantasy in pornography for men, 
it is the fantasy of the women unconditionally lusting 
after and appreciating the man, no matter how unexcep
tional he may be," Penley explained. "These films try 
to show the nature of women's pleasure. While a male's 
sexual pleasure is kind of ridiculously obvious and visi
ble, a woman's orgasm is invisible. She can fake it. That's 
why the camera so often concentrates on a woman's face. 
Men want to know what turns a woman on." 

For the past two years, an interdisciplinary group of 
ten Santa Barbara scholars have been meeting to do 
research on pornography. "The group is motivated by 
the belief that the pornography debates have come to such 
an impasse because people on all sides have very little 
knowledge of the forms and contents of the popular genre 
or of the historical shifts it has undergone," Penley said. 
"Even the Reagan-packed Meese Commission lamented 
the fact that we know almost nothing about pornography 
and the social uses to which it has been put." 

"I am dismayed that so much feminist energy has been 
put into trying to eliminate pornography and deprive peo
ple of the pleasure of sexually explicit materials," she 
added. "I would much rather see that energy going into 
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freedom and equality issues. How could it be dangerous 
to watch people having fun, having sex?" Reported in: 
Santa Barbara News-Press, October 30. D 

in review 
Stifled Laughter: One Woman's Story About Fighting 
Censorship. Claudia Johnson. Fulcrum Publishing, 1994. 
175 p. $19.95. 

The title of this book can be read several ways; cen
sors often make themselves ridiculous because they tend 
to take humor literally and, therefore, condemn it. 
Johnson's initial involvement in fighting censorship began 
when her favorite works of literature, Chaucer's "The 
Miller's Tale" and Aristophanes' Lysistrata, were attack
ed for being in a high school elective textbook. One of 
the charges against Lysistrata, written by a Greek 
polytheist over 400 years before Christ, was that it "takes 
the Lord's name in vain." (p .11) Johnson's story, 
however, is also about the painful toll fighting censor
ship had on her personal life. A newcomer to the rural 
Florida community of Lake City, Johnson first tried to 
defend the texts within the school board's procedure, but 
when the board withdrew the state-approved books, she 
joined in a lawsuit even though she had no children in 
the high school. The suit seemed likely to succeed until 
the Supreme Court's decision in Hazelwood favored local 
school boards. Johnson's family moved, but a similar 
situation arose in their new community, Live Oak. This 
time, teachers were more willing to defend the challenged 
work and the school board agreed with them. While both 
of Johnson's experiences concerned school texts, the com
munities' different reactions to the challenges are impor
tant to anyone who deals with censorship. In Lake City, 
insularity won, while in Live Oak one teacher's con
cilliatory message brought the community together. '' And 
I request, I request, that the school board maintain the 
freedom of parents to choose by reinstating OJ Mice and 
Men and The Learning Tree to the library and to the 
reading list with the stipulation that parents are allowed 
to read the books first, parents are allowed to select what 
they want for their children to read, parents are allowed 
to recommend books for their students to read, and 
thereby provide avenues of choice for all of us." (p.162) 
The fate of the law suit is also instructive to those who 
have adopted a them-versus-us mentality about censor
ship. Taken together, the two censorship fights highlight 
the need to work with communities, not against them, 
to secure everyone's rights. This may not be a comfor
table message for many censorship foes, but that makes 
it all the more important. Reviewed by Carolyn Caywood, 
Virginia Beach Public Library. D 
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1994 Hefner First Amendment 
Awards 

Media critics Jeff Cohen and Norman Solomon have 
been named the joint recipients of the 1994 Hugh M. 
Hefner First Amendment Award in the category of book 
publishing. Cohen and Solomon were honored for 
cowriting Adventures in Media/and: Behind the News, 
Beyond the Pundits, a collection of columns in which they 
boldly and irreverently critiqued the news media for its 
sins of omission-the important stories the public did not 
see. 

Cohen and Solomon write a syndicated weekly column 
on media and politics, called Media Beat, which is 
distributed to 20 daily newspapers by Creators Syndicate 
and to alternative news weeklies by Alternet. Cohen and 
Solomon are the only progressive authors with a national
ly syndicated column dealing specifically with media 
issues. Adventures in Media/and is a compilation of their 
columns that focuses on corporate ownership of the press, 
media's allegiance to political agendas, media hypocrisy 
on political correctness and coverage of U.S. foreign 
policy. 

Cohen and Solomon's book and columns challenge the 
def acto media censorship by the wealthy and powerful. 
Their work invigorates the First Amendment by 
advocating greater media pluralism and the inclusion of 
public-interest voices in national debates. 

"When it comes to the new~, force-fed to us through 
the media, corporate-owned, we know the cards are 
stacked. The corporate view is 'objective,' all else is 
'propaganda.' This book of trenchant, irreverent columns 
helps us unstack the deck, and makes the game fair. An 
essential book,'' Studs Terkel, author and 1990 Hugh M. 
Hefner First Amendment Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner said. 

Cohen is the founder and executive director of Fairness 
& Accuracy In Reporting (FAIR), a New York-based 
media watch organization, of which Solomon is an 
associate. Cohen and Solomon will donate their award 
money to feminist and labor groups. 

Along with Cohen and Solomon, other 1994 Hugh M. 
Hefner First Amendment Award winners include: African 
American attorney Anthony Griffin, for his moral 
courage in defending the right of the Ku Klux Klan to 
keep its membership lists private; The Oregonian editorial 
page editor Robert Landauer, for producing an effective 
series of editorials that helped defeat Measure 9, an anti
gay constitutional amendment in Oregon; drama teacher 
Carole Marlowe, for fighting a censorship attack by stag
ing a dramatic reading of the play, The Shadowbox, 

(continued on page 17) 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 
Gwinnett County, Georgia 

Controversy surrounding a children's book containing 
frontal nude photographs of an adult couple led the direc
tor of the Gwinnett-Forsyth Regional Library to move 
the book, and all children's sex education books, to the 
non-fiction section of the library, which includes juvenile, 
young adult and adult non-fiction items, reference 
materials, and videos. But library officials decided against 
implementing a parental review panel as requested by 
critics of the book. 

Jennifer Toombs, a parent who thought What is a Girl? 
What is a Boy?, by Stephanie Waxman, did not belong 
in the "easy" children's section, which caters to children 
up to second grade, said she did not think that all sex 
education books needed to be moved from "the easy 
section." 

"I think that might have been extreme," she said . "We 
don't have any desire to censor what people read . We 
objected to the total nudity and the fact that a child could 
just pull that [book] off the shelf and see that. We don't 
feel it was appropriate in that section ." 

Toombs said she was still not comfortable that the 
book had been placed in non-fiction, arguing that it 
should have been put in the reserved section along with 
another controversial children's book, Daddy's Room
mate, by Michael Willhoite. 

Library Director Jo Ann Pinder said library officials 
"were looking for a compromise that would allow parents 
to feel a little more comfortable with sex education in 
children's areas," saying that is why the books were 
moved to the non-fiction section. 
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The controversy over What is a Girl? What is a Boy? 
began when Joyce Marusich's 8-year-old daughter 
brought the book to her after Marusich's younger son 
pulled it from the shelf. Marusich did not bring the issue 
to the attention of the library until she got additional 
opinions and support. 

Last June, the library board upheld Pinder's decision 
to keep the book and not put it in a reserve section. But 
over the summer, Pinder said, it was decided to move 
the book out of the children's area to the non-fiction sec
tion. Reported in: Gwinnett Post-Tribune, September 16. 

Oconee County, Georgia 
The systemwide media committee for Oconee County 

Schools began the arduous task October 6 of deciding 
how to screen library books and how to handle library 
materials limited to restrictive access. Those and other 
issues arose after the Oconee County Board of Educa
tion ordered the committee to revise the system's media 
policy last August. The board also voted in September 
to place Garden of Shadows, by V.C. Andrews, on 
restricted access, in effect creating a new policy. The deci
sion came following the removal of eight other titles by 
Andrews (see Newsletter, November 1994, pp . 187-88). 

"We have one book that we are holding until the media 
committee addresses the issue of how to handle restricted 
access," said Curriculum Director Wilma Biggers. 

A subcommittee assigned to discuss administrative pro
cedures for restricting access came up with three recom
mendations. The group said materials placed on a 
restricted list should be removed from the general circula
tion area and placed in a secured location under the con
trol of the media specialist. Second, restricted books 
should be flagged or otherwise noted in the card catalog 
or computerized index. Finally, a parent or guardian must 
come in person to sign a waiver for his/ her child to check 
out any or all materials placed on a restricted reading list. 

Another subcommittee discussed how the school might 
comply with an order from the board to screen materials 
currently in the curricula and media centers and remove 
materials deemed to be "offensive, vulgar, and educa
tionally unsuitable.'' 

Meanwhile, following the removal of the eight 
Andrews books, Biggers ordered a new review of the 
seven remaining books by the popular author. "I asked 
the high school media committee to review the remain
ing seven books," Biggers said. "They are reading them 
now.'' The original challenge had been filed by parents 
Geoff and Connie Rushing, but the new review was not 
initiated by any parental complaint. 

"It seemed like the logical thing for us to do since the 
systemwide media committee voted to remove eight of 
the nine books by the same author," explained Biggers . 
Reported in: Athens Banner-Herald, September 28, 
October 7. 
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Wellesley, Massachusetts 
Like most mothers, Wellesley's Karen Joseph said she 

was pleased to see her 9-year-old son take an interest in 
heading to the library on his own. But she was shocked 
to learn that he was going there to look at Playboy 
magazine, which a librarian handed to him and his friends 
upon request. 

"The librarians said they were not in the business of 
censorship," said Joseph. She complained to library 
officials after her son told her he had been handed a copy 
of Playboy in June by a Wellesley librarian who, he said, 
looked like his grandmother. 

"Giving pornography to a 9-year-old doesn't really 
agree with my parenting philosophy," Joseph said. "It's 
the wrong message to give to boys. It doesn't teach them 
to respect women." 

Joseph, several other parents, and members of the local 
clergy filed complaints with the library, essentially ask
ing, in parent Nancy Lindsey's words "What the hell is 
Playboy doing in the library?" 

Librarian Anne Reynolds said she and her staff would 
review the requests, then make a recommendation to the 
six-member Board of Trustees. The board, meanwhile, 
decided by a 5-1 vote September 26 to continue carrying 
the magazine without any age restriction. 

Reynolds said the magazine has been part of the 
periodical collection for twenty years and remains because 
demand for it continues . She added that although the 
magazine is requested three or four times a month, she 
believed the Joseph boy was the first and only juvenile 
to ask for it. Reported in: Wellesley Townsman, 
September 8; Boston Globe, October 16. 

St. Joseph, Missouri 
The River Bluffs Regional Library Board's committee 

on public services and collection development met 
September 29 to discuss whether policy had been followed 
when library staff chose to place a copy of The New Joy 
of Gay Sex on the shelves. Patrons had submitted a peti
tion asking that the book, and any others like it, be 
removed from the library (see Newsletter, November 
1994, p. 188). 

After some discussion, the committee decided that 
library policy had been followed . A final decision on the 
matter was deferred to the full board's next scheduled 
meeting on October 20. 

To address parental concerns that the book might be 
encountered by unattended children, the committee also 
voted unanimously to recommend a new policy on the 
behavior of young people in the library. The policy would 
require children age 8 and younger to be accompanied 
by a parent or caregiver; it would strongly encourage that 
all other minors be accompanied by a parent as well. 
Officials said the policy would also limit the number of 
children left alone at the library. 
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"We cannot expect our librarians to be responsible for 
watching these children," Barnard said. "It is the respon
sibility of the parents to watch their children and to 
restrict the materials they don't want their children to 
read ." Reported in : St. Joseph News-Press, September 
25, 30. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
The staff at the University of New Mexico's Zimmer

man Library is puzzled about the disappearance of ten 
sets of periodicals on homosexuality and feminist scholar
ship. The journals disappeared from the library shelves 
between the night of November 18 and the following 
afternoon, said Steve Rollins, library dean. Some of the 
journals were replaced with Nazi literature. Others that 
were left were defaced with swastikas and obscenities. 
Some titles, like Feminist Studies, had ten years of 
volumes wiped out. 

Library officials became aware of the missing volumes 
when students complained about being unable to find cer
tain publications on the shelves in the periodical section. 
A student employee then discovered shelves of empty 
space where hundreds of volumes of scholarly journals 
had been the night before. All of the volumes had metal 
strips in their spines that would have set off metal detec
tors at the doors. Reported in: Albuquerque Tribune, 
November 21. 

Massena, New York 
Inside the Massena Memorial Library's main reading 

room, people browse through books, consult the catalog, 
or read quietly in comfortable chairs. Few pay much at
tention to the two nudes depicted in Rosemarie Wurm's 
painting "Love is the Law," displayed on the wall. But 
in mid-October, an area minister called the art 
"pornography," prompting local officials to take down 
the painting. Although it was subsequently returned, the 
artist said the damage to her reputation was irreparable. 

"Do people want to continue to have the right to make 
their own decisions or have a Moral Majority kind of view 
that takes that right away from them?" Wurm said. 
"That right was taken away from them when they took 
my picture down." 

The painting, part of a 58-painting exhibit sponsored 
by the Massena Art Association, shows a naked couple 
ready to embrace below the words "Romans 13:10" on 
a swirling ribbon held by an angel. It shows the full front 
of the man and the back of the woman stepping to meet 
him. 

"As a public library, we trusted they would keep some 
kind of moral standard to protect our children from por
nography," Rev. Robert M. Wiernusz said. "This is 
outright pornography.'' 

Rev. Wiernusz's I I-year-old daughter brought the 
painting to his attention because she was embarrassed by 
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it during a visit to the library October 15. The minister 
then requested that librarian Joan Woodward take it 
down. She refused. He then went to town Supervisor 
Duane T. Hazelton for help. An hour later, Hazelton 
took the painting off the wall and stored it in the library 
director's office. 

"He felt he didn't want his younger girls viewing it. 
As a father, he was very upset," Hazelton said. "I 
removed it·until such time as the library board could meet 
and something could be decided." 

Massena Public Library Director Paul L. Schaffer said 
Hazelton called him before he took the picture down. "I 
was caught off guard. Neither the board nor I endorsed 
the removal of the picture," Schaffer said. "If Duane 
had wanted to remove one of our books, videos or record
ings, I would have strongly protested this action. But since 
this painting was not part of our collection and because 
the library does not have a policy on arts exhibits, I felt 
I couldn't really argue with the town supervisor, who is 
my boss." 

Hazelton's action prompted objections by the artist, 
who was supported by the ACLU Arts Censorship Pro
ject and the National Campaign for Freedom of Expres
sion, which in an October 25 letter to Hazelton urged the 
painting's restoration. But even before the town super
visor received the letter, a unanimous vote at a special 
library board meeting had returned the painting to the 
wall. Reported in: Watertown Daily Times, October 27. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
About thirty people took tea September 30 with Robert 

Lacey, author of Grace, a new biography of Grace 
Kelly, at the Logan Square branch of the Free Library 
of Philadelphia. U.S. Rep. Thomas Foglietta (D-PA) was 
not among them. Indeed, the congressman, a longtime 
Kelly family friend, was among those who telephoned 
Free Library president Elliot L Shelkrot to protest Lacey's 
appearance. 

"The Grace Kelly I knew - she was an elegant, 
sophisticated person, She was morally beyond reproach, 
and she was a Philadelphia treasure," Foglietta said. 
"The library is creating a forum for an author who is 
making a fast buck by dragging her name through the 
mud." 

Foglietta told a library staff member that "it will be 
very difficult for me to continue supporting the library 
in the future." If the institution wants any kind of federal 
assistance, he added, "They can go out and get it on their 
own. If any opportunity comes by for me to help that 
institution, I won't go out of my way." 

Foglietta, who has not read the book, said he read 
about it in the New York Times. It was his impression 
that it "is a description of the darker side of her life. It 
indicates that she was not of high moral character, that 
she was quite promiscuous. I knew the woman, I knew 
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the woman well, and I deny that she was any of those 
things." 

Shelkrot said the library received "a couple of calls -
two or three, certainly not a barrage," protesting Lacey's 
appearance. "One of the class mentioned that [Kelly] had 
been a supporter of the library. I wouldn't make that a 
criterion for whether we have a book discussion or not." 

Lacey was invited, Shelkrot continued, because "he is 
a notable biographer, not a sleaze author," and because 
the subject was of local interest. "It's a concern to us 
when people are unhappy with what we are doing," he 
added. "We checked the author's background and 
reviews of the book, and with great consideration decided 
to go ahead." 

While people may disagree with the book's content, 
Shelkrot said, ''that doesn't preclude a discussion of the 
book as a work of literature." He called the author's tea 
"an opportunity to really have at Lacey if they don't 
agree with what he's done." Reported in: Philadelphia 
Daily News, October 4. 

Richland, Pennsylvania 
A parent who complained about a novel in the Pine

Richland Middle School library isn't satisfied with the 
school district's .decision to take the book off its shelves 
for the time being. Betsy Kane - who found sex scenes 
in Lily, by Cindy Bonner, inappropriate for middle
school students - asked the school board to remove the 
book permanently. 

A review committee, including district Superintendent 
George Szymanski, school board President William 
Kerrigan, and faculty members, decided November 2 to 
pull the book temporarily. In addition, the group recom
mended that the district create a "Parental Guidance" 
program to give parents more control over what their 
children read in school. Once the program is in place, 
Lily will return to the shelves. 

"I feel that they're trying to appease me," Kane said 
after learning of the decision, ''and they're trying to ap
pease the people who feel children have the right to read 
all literature, adult and otherwise." Kane said the book, 
an historical novel about a young woman who falls in 
love with an outlaw, glorifies lust and copulation. "No 
one has told me what the educational value is. Why is 
it important to have this in our collection?" she said. 
Reported in: North Hills News Record, November 4. 

Fort Worth, Texas 
The Fort Worth Library Association challenged the late 

September removal from the children's section of a book 
that critics say legitimizes gay relationships. The Associa
tion will work through the local ACLU and the Texas 
Library Association to get Daddy's Roommate, by 
Michael Willhoite, returned to the children's shelves . 
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"No children's book has been put on limited access 
- ever" in the Fort Worth Public Library, said FWLA 
member Betty Brink. "I think it's clearly a case of 
censorship." 

Library officials said they moved the book behind the 
children's literature desk to keep it from being stolen by 
people who oppose its content. Three of the seven copies 
of the book purchased by the library were stolen, said 
library director Linda Allmand. "We have a lot of 
reasons to secure our materials," she said. "It doesn't 
prevent people from using it." 

The library had been under pressure from the Dallas 
Association for Decency, the Texas chapter of the 
American Family Association and some home-school 
groups to remove the book. Leaders of the groups said 
it promotes immorality and "nontraditional values ." 
"We sent a letter to the library August 2 stating [that] 
this is promoting sodomy," said Association president 
Elvin F. Arnold. 

The controversy began in December, 1993, when a Fort 
Worth mother sent a letter to library officials and the 
Dallas Association for Decency complaining about the 
book. "Me and my kids were in the children's literature 
section," Lynette Driggers said in an interview. "The 
book was on the second shelf, where all the toddlers could 
see it. It was really frustrating for me to see it." 

Since the book was published, dozens of libraries across 
the nation have witnessed controversy over its presence. 
Kathy Ritterhouse, director of the Grand Prairie public 
library, said she was nearly fired in 1992 after refusing 
a demand from city officials to remove the book. "The 
council asked the city manager to order me to remove 
the book, and if I refused, they told him to fire me," 
she said. The city backed off after a city attorney raised 
First Amendment concerns. Ritterhouse later received an 
award from the Texas Library Association for her deci
sion. Reported in: Dallas Morning News, September 29, 
October 1. 

Spokane, Washington 
The Spokane School District may restrict library 

access to a Halloween poetry book to older elementary 
students in response to objections from a father who 
found the poems morbid and satanic. Halloween ABC, 
by Eve Merriam, was reviewed October 28 by a district 
committee, which recommended that the book be 
restricted to older elementary students. In the book, each 
letter of the alphabet introduces a spooky rhyme and 
illustration. The objecting parent particularly disapproved 
of one poem, which he said "appears to be a chant call
ing forth the devil." 

Halloween ABC was named one of the best books of 
1987 by School Library Journal, but it also is frequently 
protested . In the past two years, parents have challenged 
the book in Oregon, Texas, Kentucky, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. 
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Two other controversies, also involving children's 
library books in Spokane, were reported: 

• In late September, parent Sandra Armstrong com
plained that The Five Chinese Brothers, a 1938 book that 
librarians consider a classic, is too violent. A district com
mittee reviewed the book and recommended its retention 
without restriction. 

• The district also received a challenge to Tar Beach, 
by Faith Ringgold, a story of a girl who dreams she is 
flying over her Harlem home. Reported in: Spokane 
Spokesman-Review, October 29. 

schools 
Chandler, Arizona 

Julie of the Wolves, by Jean Craighead George, a 
Newberry Award-winning book chosen for a multiage 
class at Erie Elementary School, did not win awards from 
some parents who wanted it removed from the classroom. 
The book, depicting the experiences of an Eskimo girl, 
was chosen by Julie Hardy, a teacher of a third, fourth, 
and fifth-grade class for the Antarctic unit she was 
teaching. But the book includes a passage that some 
parents found inappropriate in which a man forcibly 
kisses his wife. 

Mary Ann Furbee, whose child is in Hardy's class, said 
she became aware of the book when her child approach
ed her confused by that particular section. "This has been 
a controversy since day one," she said. "I would like to 
be notified of the books being read and every teacher be 
aware of this particular book." 

Hardy, who apologized to the parents via a letter and 
to her students during class, said she wasn't aware of the 
contents of the book. 

"It just was a good little book to tie in the cultural 
background with the Antarctic people," she said. "I've 
written a letter of apology. I don't like feelings to keep 
stirring like this." 

The ten-year teacher said although she skimmed 
through the book, she never read through it entirely 
because the book was a literary piece and also was 
describing the culture of the people. "I was stunned," 
she said. "Most of the children didn't even grasp its 
meaning. Maybe it would have been better for fifth 
graders." 

Erie Principal Jim Tongring said the book is not ap
propriate for third-graders but "could be for fifth-grade 
with explanation." He said the book was not available 
in the school library. 

"Erie has voluntarily pulled it off the shelf," said Dr. 
Camille Casteel, Chandler district associate superinten
dent for instructional services . "We will be discussing it 
at our next principals meeting with the other thirteen 
principals." Reported in: Chandler Independent, 
September 21. 
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Scottsdale, Arizona 
A Scottsdale schools task force softened some con

troversial elements of a proposed high school sex educa
tion curriculum. Those changes, however, weren't enough 
to end opposition to the plan, said the leader of a local 
parents' group. 

At the center of. the heated debate is abstinence. District 
officials are working to develop a three-week program 
for freshmen that emphasizes abstinence but also informs 
students about birth control methods and disease preven
tion. Some parents, many who belong to a group called 
Parents Who Care, argue that abstinence from sexual 
intercourse should be the only message sent to teens. They 
especially oppose adoption of the proposed textbook, 
Reducing the Risk, which they say does not emphasize 
abstinence. 

The four changes proposed by the task force were: 
• Wording in the lessons would be changed to increase 

emphasis on abstinence. 
• At least two chapters of Reducing the Risk would 

be given to parents for use as a home, rather than 
classroom, activity. 

• References to items used for protection in specific 
sex acts will either be deleted or changed. 

• Additional material on relationships, marriage, sex
ual harassment and related topics will be included. 

Two of the most controversial elements of the proposed 
sex education plan were removed. Units that would have 
students learn how to shop for contraceptives and call 
or visit a family planning clinic will likely be sent home 
to parents at a meeting before the proposed sex educa
tion program would start. 

"We are adding lessons at the beginning of the pro
gram that are not in Reducing the Risk that are about 
healthy relationships in an attempt to create a context for 
this whole discussion," said Assistant Superintendent 
John Butts. 

Mike Doyle, a leader of Parents Who Care, said there 
could not be enough changes to the program to make it 
acceptable. "The one thing I would like to point out is 
that [its] message is wrong," he said. "It's wrong whether 
you excise one page, fifty pages, or a hundred pages. The 
message they're going to give out is that you have a choice 
without putting any value on that. The message is to have 
sex or to have protected sex." 

Before the changes were proposed, the task force 
presented a first draft of the program to a meeting of 
more than three hundred people September 27. At the 
meeting, opponents of Reducing the Risk distributed 
excerpts from the text that they found offensive, although 
many of the excerpted passages were not used in the cur
riculum. Reported in: Scottsdale Progress, September 23, 
28, October 17. 
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San Jose, California 
Dawn Watson was embarrassed and hurt by the words 

in a book assigned to her seventh-grade language arts 
class. As one of a small group of black students at 
Bernal Intermediate School in South San Jose, she 
cringed at descriptions of the African-American character 
in The Cay, by Theodore Taylor, as "ugly" with "pink
purple lips" and a face that "couldn't have been 
blacker." 

Dawn refused to read The Cay and set off a string of 
events that raised issues of parental involvement, cultural 
sensitivity, and censorship. In part because of concerns 
brought forward by the Watson family, a group of black 
San Jose parents have established a committee of students 
to be arbiters of what is offensive to minorities in selec
tions from public school reading lists in the area. 

The student committee formed last spring plans to alert 
school officials about books they find inaccurate or racist, 
in the hope that the offending work will be pulled and 
an alternative selection offered. 

"No child in a classroom should ever have to hold his 
head down in shame because his race is being defiled," 
said Chester Stevens, vice-president of the African 
American Parent Coalition, the group that set up the stu
dent committee. The coalition, which boasts a member
ship list of 1,500 families, was formed by parents in East 
San Jose to help black students through such efforts as 
tutoring and volunteering at schools. 

"School districts might have to take some hard actions 
if they are serious about celebrating diversity and 
cultures," Stevens said. 

The Cay is a standard reading assignment for fifth 
through eighth grades. The language in the book is that 
of the narrator, a child raised by racist parents, who 
comes to accept the black character, Timothy, as another 
human being. But despite the book's message of racial 
reconciliation, for 13-year-old Dawn Watson the pain 
came in descriptions of Timothy that turned him into a 
brutish and ugly figure. 

After meetings between Stevens, Dawn's parents, and 
the school, she was allowed to read another book out
side the classroom while others studied The Cay. But her 
parents, whose two older sons also had been troubled by 
the book, decided not to stop there. They did not feel 
that the teachers or intermediate school-age students were 
properly prepared to deal with the racial issues in the 
book. 

After the Wat sons approached the African American 
Parent Coalition about the situation, Stevens convened 
the group of teenagers to read the book and give their 
opinions of it. Some committee members said they en
joyed the book and felt the lessons in it were valuable. 
The consensus was, however, that the book should be 
taught at a later grade. 
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Stevens said he would file a formal request with the 
district to change, at minimum, the grade level at which 
the book is taught. In addition, he said the committee 
will continue to review works of literature for derogatory 
images of all ethnic groups. Although the committee is 
predominantly black, Stevens said he planned to recruit 
youth of all ethnic backgrounds. 

"If we think [a reading] can be explained well enough 
so that students can understand," the committee would 
recommend keeping it, said Oak Grove High School 
senior Rhonda Lewis, who is on the panel. "If it's 
degrading to minority groups with no point to it, it 
doesn't need to be taught in the classroom." 

To the Watsons, their efforts have nothing to do with 
censorship and everything to do with being good parents. 
"I wouldn't stand in a store and picket and tell someone 
they couldn't read a book," said Sheryl Watson. But 
"you have to stand behind [your children] and support 
them when the cause is right." Reported in: San Jose 
Mercury News, November 2. 

Simi Valley, California 
A parents group in October protested the use of two 

books the Simi Valley Unified School District was con
sidering for its new family life and birth-control cur
riculum. Citizens for Truth in Education members said 
the books contain lessons that are contrary to the cur
riculum recommendations of a task force that were 
approved by the board in February, 1994. 

"It's not what the recommendations were that the 
board approved," said Walt Madrid, executive director 
of the parent group that formed last year to support a 
sex education curriculum stressing only abstinence. 

Leslie Crunelle, director of secondary education, said 
a committee of teachers and nurses developed the course 
material and selected the books, while trying to match 
the goals of the new curriculum with appropriate lessons. 
She said many of the lessons do stress abstinence. 

"The committee looked at a variety of materials, and 
the standards they used were the objectives of the cur
riculum that were approved by the board," Crunelle said. 
"The committee's recommendations represent the most 
appropriate match between the materials they looked at 
and the objectives in the curriculum." 

District officials stressed that the books, Human Sex
uality: Values and Choices and Teen Sexual Behavior: 
A Leader's Resource of Practical Strategies with Youth 
were mainly teacher's guides for use in seventh and tenth 
grades respectively. Officials said that only some lessons 
in the books were merely recommended for instructional 
use and the books as whole had not been approved. 

"Nowhere in these books does it tell the kids it's wrong 
to have sex before you are married or while you're a 
teenager," said Coleen Ary, chair of the protesting group. 
Reported in: Los Angeles Daily News, October 8. 
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Castle Rock, Colorado 
Depending on your point of view, I Know Why the 

Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou, is either a literary 
masterpiece or a lurid tale of sexual perversion. The 
Douglas County School Board on October 18 heard 
parents Brenda and Albert Bollwerk argue the latter posi
tion by asking the board to overturn School Superinten
dent Dick O'Connell's decision allowing the book to re
main as part of the senior high school curriculum. The 
board postponed its decision after hearing arguments on 
both sides. 

The Bollwerks filed their original complaint June 9, 
asking the district to withdraw the book from Modern 
American Literature, an elective English class at 
Ponderosa High School, in which it is an optional 
reading. They complained about ten passages in the book 
that contained Angelou's accounts of being sexually 
molested and raped as a young girl and other sexual 
matters. 

"When I read this I was so degraded and embarrassed 
that I felt sick," Brenda Bollwerk said. 

The complaint was reviewed by a district committee, 
which recommended the book's retention. That recom
mendation was accepted by the Superintendent. 

In appealing to the board, the Bollwerks modified their 
request. Rather than calling for a complete ban on the 
book, they asked that the school send excerpts from it 
to parents and allow students to read the book only with 
parental permission. "I'm confident most people would 
not allow their children to read the book if they read the 
excerpts," Mr. Bollwerk said. Reported in: Castle Rock 
News-Press, October 22. 

Inverness, Florida 
A policy proposed by Concerned Parents of Citrus 

County to ban controversial teaching techniques including 
hypnosis and meditation from public schools was univer
sally panned by county educators. Teachers and 
administrators alike complained that it was vague and 
defined unacceptable techniques so broadly as to ban 
techniques that benefit students. 

The proposed policy, which was discussed by the 
district's policy committee October 5, would prohibit 
hypnosis, dissociative mental states, guided imagery, 
meditation and yoga. The definitions of each of those 
techniques and the reasons for such a ban drew con
siderable debate, however. 

"There was a great deal of concern expressed with the 
perceived ambiguity of terms such as guided imagery, 
such as meditation," said Citrus High School principal 
Ed Staten. "There are a lot of recognized educational 
practices under this general definition which are very 
specifically considered guided imagery and meditation." 
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But Karen Compostella, whose experience with her 
daughter's participation in the Pumsy guidance program, 
prompted the formation of the Concerned Parents group, 
defended the policy. She said that she didn't know her 
child was in the program beforehand and that she believes 
the program contradicted moral lessons she was teaching 
her children at home. 

"I am a Christian: I do not deny it and I never have," 
she said. "We taught her that Jesus is her safe place." 
The Pumsy program teaches that Pumsy the dragon is 
a child's friend in his or her "safe place." 

While the guidance programs like Pumsy and DUSO 
were the initial target of the Concerned Parents, Com
postella said that the questionable teaching techniques 
were also found in drama, art, music, creative writing 
and other subjects. Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, 
October 6. 

Tavares, Florida 
To be or not to be? At Tavares High School, nudity 

is not to be, even if it's found in Shakespeare. 
For the past year, Tavares High Principal Mickey 

Marks has been censoring nude scenes in movie versions 
of Shakespeare shown to seniors in English class. In 1993, 
Marks blotted out a scene in Roman Polanski's version 
of Macbeth that briefly showed the naked backside of 
an actor. In Fall, 1994, he trimmed a scene from Franco 
Zeffirelli's film version of Romeo and Juliet that revealed 
Romeo's derriere. 

"I'm not changing the plot or Shakespeare's words, 
just removing some frills the directors put in," said 
Marks, who first began taking out the nude scenes after 
receiving a complaint from a parent. "I talked it over 
with the English teachers and found they were uncom
fortable with the scenes as well." Only three of the 
school's library of several dozen tapes of filmed literary 
classics had to be cut. 

Besides cutting scenes from the PG-rated Romeo and 
Juliet and the R-rated Macbeth, Marks erased nude scenes 
from Excalibur, an R-rated film about the legend of King 
Arthur. 

"I know some of these kids are just going to the video 
store and renting the movies to see what they missed," 
Marks said. "But it was my call, and I've gotten no com
plaints - at least none that I've heard." 

However, at least one parent complained in September 
about the pruning and so have teachers. Judy Moreland, 
chair of the English department, called it heavy-handed. 
"Because we're dealing with the classics and because 
we're talking about high school seniors, I've felt the 
editing is unnecessary," she said. "After all, it is nothing 
you can't see on television." Reported in: Orlando 
Sentinel, September 24. 
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Bel Air, Maryland 
The mother of an Aberdeen High School student 

challenged the use in a ninth grade English class of a novel 
she claims is racist and vulgar. ''My biggest and main 
complaint is this objectionable matter has reached the 
hands of ninth graders and parents were not notified. 
Parents should have input," said Debra Lee. 

A Hero Ain't Nothin' But a Sandwich, a novel by Alice 
Childress written in 1973, is the story of Benjie, a black 
inner-city youth and his inability to come to terms with 
his drug use. Lee contended the key point of the book 
is buried under prejudicial and obscene language. "The 
one message it's trying to get across cannot be extracted 
by these children. I'm not putting them down, but they 
can't weed through the garbage to get to that one 
nugget." 

Lee said the book should be in the library where 
students might choose to read it and she concedes it may 
be appropriate for older students, but that it should not 
be "force fed" to 15-year-olds. 

Because of the sensitive nature of the novel, guidelines 
were established for its use. When a controversial issue 
is discussed in class, students are to get parental consent, 
written or verbal. Students whose parents object may 
select an alternate book to read. According to Lee, the 
book was used by one English teacher for two years 
without parental notification. 

"Our guidelines were not followed," principal Robert 
Magee acknowledged. "They will be followed in the 
future. We all make mistakes." Reported in: Bel Air 
Aegis, November 9. 

Goffstown, New Hampshire 
Two parents asked the Goffstown school board at its 

regular October 3 meeting to remove J .D. Salinger's 
Catcher in the Rye from the school's mandatory reading 
list. Janet Caza said she had spoken to the superinten
dent's office and was told the curriculum could not be 
changed, but board chair Suzanne Tremblay told her that 
she had to go through the appeals process before the 
school board could hear her complaint. 

In support of Caza, parent Jeanne Severance also 
voiced disapproval that Salinger's book was required 
reading for her child, a Goffstown High School 
sophomore. 

Severance explained that her child was brought up in 
a Christian environment and the vulgar words used and 
the sexual exploits experienced in the book would not be 
allowed in her home. She said that if her child did not 
read Salinger's book, she would be sent to a study hall 
or the library for three weeks, while the class read and 
discussed the book. She said this wasn't fair and 
wondered why another book with better values could not 
be found. Reported in: Goffstown News, October 6. 
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Bloomfield, New Jersey 
A group of parents tried in early October to prevent 

the Bloomfield Board of Education from screening 
several sex education videos for students. The parents 
expressed their objections to the board October 3, say
ing that references in materials sanction homosexuality 
and masturbation. 

"We're going to fight," Denise Bruce, one of the 
parents, told the board after officials said they would not 
withdraw the videos. Bruce said she was particularly in
censed by a video for children in grades 5 and 6 titled 
What Every Child Needs to Know About Sex and Grow
ing Up. She said the narration claims that masturbation 
is normal, puts homosexuality in a positive context and 
misdefines puberty as "when a child becomes a 
grownup." 

"The video should say that puberty is when reproduc
tion is possible," Bruce said, suggesting that children 
shouldn't be told that maturing is a process that is com
plete at puberty. She said some of the other videos in the 
family life series were not objectionable, but others would 
leave children "spiritually molested." Reported in: 
Bloomfield Life, October 6. 

Goshen, New York 
A C.J. Hooker Middle School teacher wanted to give 

her students a lesson in political advertising. Instead, two 
students said they got a lesson in censorship. The students 
were given an art assignment to create a poster on an emo
tionally charged issue. Jennifer Whitney and Ellis Oster, 
both 13-years-old, made posters depicting both sides of 
the abortion debate. But just hours after the two posters 
were hung on the walls September 22, they were removed 
by interim principal Dr. Arnold H . Jaeger. 

"This is a highly emotional and sensitive issue that is 
so personal that the proper venue for discussion is not 
the walls of the middle school," Jaeger said. "I have no 
problem with the issue being discussed. But the school 
building is so personal to so many people I feel a respon
sibility that it not be partisan." 

Jennifer and Ellis challenged the decision to take down 
their work. Posters depicting animal rights and gun con
trol were placed side by side with the abortion rights 
posters designed by Jennifer and the anti-abortion work 
designed by Ellis. 

"I am very upset they are taking away my rights. Any 
one of these posters could offend someone's feelings," 
said Jennifer. "They asked us to pick a topic we believed 
in and now they are saying we can't express it. It's not 
right." 

"I am very upset and we will be looking at all of our 
options," said Fran Whitney, Jennifer's mother. "My 
daughter followed her class assignment and she should 
be able to express her opinion like everyone else." 
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"We are allowed to discuss capital punishment and 
murder in school and we should be able to discuss abor
tion," said Ellis. "People always thought students don't 
have big opinions but we do. I feel like I have been cheap 
changed." Reported in: Middletown Times Herald 
Record, September 24. 

Hudson Falls, New York 
Some parents are threatening to oppose the school 

district's elementary school realignment plan if three con
troversial books are not pulled from a ninth-grade English 
class, a junior high school librarian said. But the threat 
is not coming from a parents group that filed a formal 
complaint about the books in September, a leader of that 
group said. 

The books - The Chocolate War, by Robert Cormier; 
Boy's Life, by Robert McCammon; and Go Tell It on 
the Mountain, by James Baldwin - have been the focus 
of much discussion since a group of parents asked that 
they be pulled from a ninth-grade advanced placement 
English class. The group, led by Bruce VanGuilder, 
claims the books are unfit for that age level because of 
obscene language, sexual references and other themes the 
parents consider inappropriate (see Newsletter, November 
1990, p. 189). 

Librarian Marcia Krantz was approached by a parent 
who asked her to sign a petition supporting removal of 
the challenged books. When Krantz refused to sign, the 
woman ''threatened that parents would oppose the pro
posed school reorganization as retaliation" if the district 
did not remove the books. The petition did originate with 
VanGuilder's group, but he said the group was "not play
ing politics or trying to coerce the school in any way.'' 
Reported in: Glen Falls Post-Star, October 20, 27. 

Hempfield, Pennsylvania 
The Hempfield Area School District pulled a textbook 

from its Senior Literature class after determining that 
some passages were vulgar. Assistant Superintendent Dr. 
Silvio Mincucci said the Prentice-Hall textbook, 
Literature in Society, contains poems and stories centered 
around five themes or topics . A parent complained to a 
school board member, who then reported the complaint 
to the district administration. Mincucci said the 
administration reviewed the 1,500-page book and agreed 
that some passages contained vulgarity. 

Mincucci said that, although "99.9 percent of the book 
is excellent," it contained words "that have no place, we 
didn't think, in the public school." When the book was 
removed from four classes in which it was being used, 
students were told why by their teachers and Dr. Barbara 
Ferrier, supervisor of secondary education. Ferrier and 
the teachers will meet and decide what writings to use in 
the class, Mincucci said. 
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"We did what we had to do. It was the only course 
to take," he said. Superintendent C. Richard Nichols said 
that the 150 books were being returned to the publisher 
for a refund. 

Andrew Giangola, vice president of communications 
for Simon & Schuster, of which Prentice-Hall is a divi
sion, said Literature in Society is a college-level textbook 
that is used by many high schools in advanced literature 
courses. "It's a very popular introductory college text," 
he said. Giangola said Hempfield's decision was the first 
the publisher had heard of any controversy regarding the 
book. 

"We feel the book is appropriate for mature, in
telligent, world-conscious high school students," 
Giangola affirmed. "It's unfortunate that any school 
would feel compelled to shelter their best and brightest 
from Shakespeare, Wordsworth, and Faulkner." 
Reported in: Irwin Standard-Observer, October 18, 19. 

Austin, Texas 
As a group of Round Rock School District parents 

called for removing a book from a high school English 
class, some residents charged that the effort was censor
ship. Eight parents of Westwood High School students 
filed grievances in early November challenging the 
appropriateness of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 
by Maya Angelou, charging that the book is 
pornographic, contains profanity and encourages 
premarital sex and homosexuality. 

The grievances were filed days after school board 
member Nelda Click said on a talk radio show that she 
did not approve of the book, which is used in a ninth
grade "pre-advanced placement" class. Reported in: 
Austin American-Statesman, November 11. 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
Teachers and administrators at a Fond du Lac elemen

tary school have tried to curb students enthusiasm for 
a popular series of books they say promote violence by 
limiting the number of reports students may give on them. 
Evans School officials, concerned about the contents of 
R.L. Stine's "Goosebumps" series, for the past year have 
been limiting the number of oral book reports students 
may give on the series. Teachers also will not order Stine's 
books on behalf of students through Scholastic and 
Weekly Reader magazines. 

Stine, dubbed the Stephen King of the school set, has 
twenty books on the USA Today list of top 150 best
sellers. More than 23 million of his books are in print. 

Principal Mary Ann Miritz said that the ultimate goal 
of limiting oral book reports on Stine books was to en
courage children to read a variety of books, not just 
books from one series. She said students can still read 
the Goosebumps books for credit in other motivational 
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reading programs at school; they just can't do more than 
two oral book reports on them. 

"All we're trying to do is set up criteria for course 
work," she said. "We're not in any shape or form cen
soring them. They can still read the books." 

But Parent Judy Leonhard said the policy bordered on 
censorship. "I agree with her on the oral reports. I don't 
think any child should read one type of book exclusive
ly. But that rule also needs to be applied to other series, 
like Nancy Drew, Boxcar Children, Hardy Boys, and 
Babysitters Club," she said. "Otherwise, it's censorship." 
Reported in: Milwaukee Sentinel, November 10. 

student press 
Tucson Arizona 

School officials yanked three articles October 18 slated 
for the monthly edition of Desert View High School's 
newspaper. The articles, on child abuse and witches, were 
considered objectionable. Sunnyside Unified School 
District officials said running the articles could have 
raised legal issues for the district. 

But student journalists were upset by the decision. "I 
felt that it was really unfair to us and to other students," 
said Christina Loya, news page editor for the Jaquar 
Prints. "I feel that everybody has a right to know what's 
going on. It's helping people in the long run." Reported 
in: Arizona Daily Star, October 22. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
By some standards, Norcross High School's first stu

dent newspaper issue of the academic year was controver
sial. A front-page article tackled student violence, noting 
the arrest of a student who had a gun in his book bag 
and bullets in his pockets. Two editorials discussed the 
state's mandatory moment-of-silence law. But students 
said Principal Judy Rogers prevented them from 
publishing a series of articles on teenage sex, citing an 
adverse "political climate." The decision triggered an 
angry editorial by the newspaper staff and protests from 
student journalists. 

"High school is supposed to be preparing us for reali
ty. Aren't sex, pregnancy, AIDS and other STDs reali
ty? These things are out there, aren't they? What better 
way to attempt to prevent them than through education, 
but no! That's not the way things work," said a student
written editorial in the October issue. 

Rogers said she censored the story reluctantly, becom
ing uneasy when the students talked about distributing 
condoms and surveying students about sexual behavior. 
"This is the only thing I've ever asked them not to do. 
Last year they did anything they wanted," said the prin
cipal. Reported in: Atlanta Constitution, October 30. 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
About 120 guests stood up when the two men, dressed 

in black tails, entered Heinz Memorial Chapel for their 
wedding last September. But the University Times had 
a rough time reporting the first gay wedding in the 
University of Pittsburgh landmark because the article, 
scheduled for publication September 15, was pulled by 
vice chancellor Leon Haley. 

Haley defended his decision, saying, "It's not the 
university's policy to write stories about events at Heinz 
Chapel. These events are personal and private. I don't 
think the historic nature [of the wedding ceremony] 
makes a difference, as far as I'm concerned. We're exer
cising judgment." 

Barbara Shore, a member of the Times advisory com
mittee, said she was disturbed by what she labeled cen
sorship. "What faculty person likes to see that sort of 
thing happen?" she asked. "I'm very sorry that it's hap
pened. I don't think that's usually gone on with the 
Times." Reported in: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
September 29. 

Provo, Utah 
Brian Kagel still can see Brigham Young University 

Provost Bruce Hafen, bent over his desk with a red felt
tip pen, carefully editing a campus newspaper story on 
evolution. 

"Provost Hafen kept hacking away at the paragraphs, 
saying this science professor can't say this, and that 
science professor can't say that," Kagel said. When 
Hafen finished, the young journalist took the marked
up copy about a dispute between the school's science and 
religion professors back to the Daily Universe and 
published it. 

"I guess in Provost Hafen's mind a story on evolu
tion merited that response to keep the peace on campus," 
he recalled. 

Daily Universe staffers say they have been swapping 
censorship tales like that of Kagel for years, but rarely 
complain publicly about the journalistic restraints under 
which they work. The young journalists say they regularly 
self-censor to keep the university administration from 
demanding corrections or apologies. 

"People always talk about the dark cloud of political 
correctness," said Matt Franck, the paper's 24-year-old 
editor from Denver. "Here we have Mormon correctness. 
I always wonder how much of this is because we a private 
university and how much of it has to do with church 
control.'' 

BYU President Rex Lee, a former U.S. Solicitor 
General during the Reagan administration, is known to 
monitor the entire news and opinion pages of the Daily 
Universe. "He sees himself as the publisher," said Brent 
Harker, the university's assistant director of public com-
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munications. Reported in: Editor and Publisher, 
October 22. 

bookstores 
Clovis, New Mexico 

Is book banning a thing of the past? Not if Clovis resi
dent Artie Jefferson can help it. Jefferson wants to con
vince area bookstores to boycott the newly published 
book The Bell Curve, by Charles Murray and Richard 
Herrnstein. She said the book argues that whites are more 
intelligent than blacks. 

Jefferson, who is black, said she had not read the book. 
But as a self-awareness teacher, she said she tries to teach 
junior high and high school students how to work out 
their conflicts by using intelligence instead of violence. 
"I think this is going to cause problems," she said. 

Jefferson called bookstores in Clovis and asked them 
not to carry the book. She said that if she finds a store 
that carries the book, she will picket. Reported in: 
Amarillo Daily News, November 3. 

universities 
Carbondale, Illinois 

Part of a student's exhibit at the Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale Student Center was covered by 
black paper in October. Some called it censorship. 

Jay Thomson, an art student at the university, put up 
his exhibit October 8 in one of the bays of Art Alley, 
where student work is exhibited. The next day he found 
black paper covering part of it. Thomson said he feared 
the exhibit, entitled "Labels: One Fag Bashes Back," was 
censored because of its subject. 

The exhibit consisted of 21 Polaroid snapshots taken 
at a performance piece that Thomson did October 6. Two 
of the pictures contained frontal nudity. 

"My first reaction was they were censoring the words 
and pictures because they dealt with gay issues. I still 
think that's the real reason," Thomson said. 

But Don Castle, adviser to the Student Programming 
Council, said the exhibit was covered because it had not 
been approved by the council. "The exhibit went up 
unapproved," he said. "I don't consider this censorship. 
Everything that goes into Art Alley is censored in some 
way; it has to be approved." 

But Thomson said he had told the council of his plans 
and no one suggested that he needed to submit the final 
work for formal approval. 

Castle said the council was taking a stand solely to en
force its rules. "The content is controversial," he said, 
"but no one is saying this isn't appropriate for art alley." 
Reported in: Southern Illinoisan, October 17. 
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Eugene, Oregon 
Officials at the University of Oregon drew a curtain 

around a controversial art exhibit that was meant to pro
test censorship. The exhibit, "See No Evil," featured 
about twenty works by artists from around the country. 
Included were sculptured breasts, a display of four 
children's dresses - each with a hole cut out at the crotch 
- and a painting of "Star Trek" characters Captain Kirk 
and Mr. Spock engaged in sexual bondage. 

The exhibit was in an area of the student union used 
as an art gallery. After some people complained, officials 
cordoned off the exhibit with black curtains so people 
could choose whether or not to view it. Reported in: 
Chronicle of Higher Education, September 28. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
They spoke softly and carried a big crucifix. That's how 

fifty Catholics from the University of Pennsylvania pro
tested the opening of an art exhibit featuring photos of 
Christian iconography immersed in blood and urine. Five 
students carrying a seven-foot cross led a candlelight pro
cession to the Institute of Contemporary Art where New 
York artist Andres Serrano was being feted . 

The group took offense with Serrano's "Piss Christ," 
a photo of a crucifix immersed in a tank of the artist's 
urine. Serrano's work caused national uproar over public 
funding for the arts in 1989, when the American Family 
Association proclaimed it blasphemous. 

"It's purely antagonistic and offensive," said one 
demonstrator. "It's just done to provoke and offend, not 
to admire." 

"Would this exhibit be here if the Star of David was 
in urine?" asked another protester. "The university has 
to be sensitive to all members of the community, not just 
the ones they choose." 

A statement from the university said that Penn "holds 
a commitment to free inquiry" that includes Serrano's 
exhibit. "Without this kind of inquiry, the university can
not accomplish its mission ." Reported in: Philadelphia 
Daily News, November 12. 

Provo, Utah 
Brigham Young University canceled a showing of the 

film Schindler's List because director Steven Spielberg 
would not approve the university's plans to cut scenes 
with nudity and violence from the film. Vice Chancellor 
Brent Harker said the university has a policy of editing 
films so they adhere to Mormon religious tenets. He said 
the decision to cancel the showing was not a protest 
against the film. "We think it is a significant piece of 
art," he said. "The mistake we made was assuming we 
could edit it." 

Marvin Levy, a representative of Spielberg's produc
tion company, said the film has no gratuitous scenes. 
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"The scenes that contain that little bit of nudity are 
related to portraying the characters," he said. Reported 
in: Chronicle of Higher Education, October 12. 

Provo, Utah 
Student actors at Brigham Young University were upset 

that several performances of the play Philadelphia, Here 
I Come were canceled because an official was concerned 
that the play might offend some viewers. Many actors 
had turned down other job offers because they thought 
the student show would run through Education Week, 
which draws about 30,000 people. 

Brigham Young allowed the play to run through early 
August. But Education Week sponsors, who had the op
tion of extending the play's run chose not to do so. 
Several sponsors said they had concerns about scenes 
dealing with sexual conquest and drunkenness, and about 
the use of "bloody" and "bugger." Reported in: Chroni
cle of Higher Education, August 17. 

television 
Los Angeles, California 

Threatened with a libel suit by the chairman of R.J. 
Reynolds, three California television stations dropped an 
anti-smoking ad containing news footage of the nation's 
tobacco chiefs swearing before Congress that nicotine is 
not addictive. 

A lawyer for James Johnston, the R.J. Reynolds chair
man, said the ad makes it sound as if Johnston were ly
ing to Congress . The lawyer demanded in a letter to 
California television stations and to the California Health 
Services Department, which produced it, that the ad be 
pulled immediately. 

The ad features footage of Johnston saying, "Cigaret
tes and nicotine clearly do not meet the classic definitions 
of addiction." The ad eventually asks viewers: "Do they 
think we're stupid?" The U.S. Surgeon General and other 
scientists have concluded that nicotine is addictive. 

Ken August of the California Health Services Depart
ment said he knew of three stations that stopped runn
ing the ad, including KABC-TV in Los Angeles . S. 
Kimberly Belshe, director of the Health Services Depart
ment said, "We stand by our ads, and we deny any allega
tion of defamation . We are extremely troubled by what 
I have characterized as strong-arm tactics to discourage 
local television stations from running these spots ." 
Reported in: Miami Herald, October 14. 
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art 
San Rafael, California 

An artist in September accused exhibit organizers of 
censorship for removing his sculpture of a naked angel 
from a mansion showcase. Designers, suppliers and 
members of the Auxiliary of the Volunteer Center of 
Marin complained that the naked angel embarrassed 
them. Organizers responded September 14 by pulling the 
creation from the annual Marin Designers Showcase. 
Artist Gary Stephens charged censorship. 

The angel hung in a niche above a $100,000 carved 
walnut entry staircase before it was removed. "It hung 
there for five days," said Stephens. "I thought everything 
was fine." Reported in: San Jose Mercury News, 
September 23. 

Springfield, Missouri 
The Springfield Art Museum was temporarily off-limits 

for some grade school field trips after a parent 
complained about a painting with nudes on exhibit there. 
The exhibit featured 47 paintings by James McGarrell, 
a nationally prominent artist. 

On September 22, parents of fifth-graders in the 
Springfield District received a notice reading: "Effective 
immediately, the fifth grade field trips to the Springfield 
Art Museum have been canceled. It is our opinion that 
some of the exhibits would more appropriately be viewed 
by students with their parents rather than in a school set
ting with their peers." 

Jerry Berger, director of the museum, said the paint
ing in question was a mythological diptych containing 
four nude figures with no display of genitalia. 

"In my view, the painting is in no way lewd or objec
tionable," Berger said. "But I am not a taste dictator. 
It is the choice of the school district to allow their children 
to come or not to come, and apparently they were con
cerned." Reported in: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
September 24. 

Easton, Pennsylvania 
An art professor at Lafayette College was 

commissioned by a local arts group to make a sculpture 
for a city park. But the mayor of Easton turned down 
the plan because he thought the sculpture suggested 
female genitalia. The local arts committee recommended 
giving Thom Cooney Crawford, an assistant professor 
of sculpture, a $2,000 grant to create "Boat Wing." But 
Mayor Thomas F. Goldsmith vetoed the plan. Crawford 
called the mayor's opinion that "Boat Wing" resembled 
a vagina vulgar. '' I did not find it pornographic or 
obscene," countered Goldsmith. "I'm just not sure it was 
suitable for a public park." Reported in: Chronicle of 
Higher Education, October 19; Philadelphia Inquirer, 
September 25. 
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foreign 
Toronto, Canada 

The Mighty Morphin Power Rangers may have to do 
battle to stay on television in Canada. Two channels drop
ped the children's adventure series after the Canadian 
Broadcasting Standards Council condemned it as too 
violent. The council sets voluntary standards for Cana
dian broadcasters. The decisions were the first under a 
new voluntary code introduced by the broadcast industry. 

Canada was not the first country to act against the 
series, however. The New Zealand Broadcasting 
Authority banned it on September 19. TV-e, a London
based satellite service sending signals into Scandinavia, 
suspended showing the series earlier last year after three 
5-6 year-olds murdered a playmate in Norway. Reported 
in: Orlando Sentinel, November 4. 0 

(Hefner awards ... from page 5) 

that provided a far greater opportunity for the communi
ty to discuss censorship, the First Amendment and 
artistic freedom; First Amendment Congress founder 
Jean Otto, for developing the Education for Freedom cur
riculum to use in teaching the First Amendment in public 
schools; and computer columnist and open government 
activist Jim Warren, who blazed the trail of openness in 
the electronic world by organizing a grass roots campaign 
that brought government information to all California 
citizens. 

The winners, who were honored at an awards luncheon 
ceremony on November 16, 1994 at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York City, were selected by an indepen
dent panel of judges, including Carl Jensen, professor 
of communication studies at Sonoma State University, 
founding director of Project Censored and a 1992 reci
pient of a Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award; 
Jessica Mitford, social change activist and author of The 
American Way of Death, among other works; and Rex 
Armstrong, attorney, volunteer counsel to the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Oregon and 1988 Hugh M. 
Hefner First Amendment Award winner. 

Established in 1979 by the Playboy Foundation, the 
Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Awards program 
honors individuals who have made significant contribu
tions to defend First Amendment rights for Americans. 
Eligibility is not restricted by profession, but nominees 
traditionally have come from the areas of print and 
broadcast journalism, education, publishing, law, govern
ment and arts and entertainment. 0 
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r---from the bench__, 

U.S. Supreme Court 
The U.S. Supreme Court salvaged the federal law 

against child pornography November 29 by editing it to 
make clear that the government must prove a defendant 
knew the performers in sexually explicit photographs or 
films were under the age of 18. Congress almost certain
ly intended to include a knowledge requirement even 
though "the most natural grammatical reading" of the 
densely written law does not find one, Chief Justice 
William H. Rehnquist said in a 7-2 decision. 

The Chief Justice said that when Congress wrote the 
law in 1977 and amended it in 1984, it was aware of 
Supreme Court precedents holding that obscenity laws 
are unconstitutional unless they require proof that the 
defendant knew the nature of the material. "We do not 
impute to Congress an intent to pass legislation that is 
inconsistent with the Constitution as construed by this 
Court," he said. 

The opinion in U.S. v. X-Citement Video provoked a 
vigorous dissent from Justice Antonin Scalia, who has 
frequently insisted that Congress be held to the precise 
words it uses, regardless of a broader context or evidence 
of intent to the contrary. 

Justice Scalia said it was "without antecedent" and 
"really quite extraordinary" for the Court to supply a 
knowledge requirement that Congress had failed to in
clude. His dissent, joined by Justice Clarence Thomas, 
also took issue with the majority's premise that Congress 
could not constitutionally enact a child pornography law 
that had no knowledge requirement. 
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The decision overturned a 1992 ruling by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco, 
which had declared the law, the Protection of Children 
Against Sexual Exploitation Act, unconstitutional on its 
face because it omitted a knowledge requirement. 

The law's constitutionality had been challenged by the 
owner of an adult film store in Los Angeles called 
X-Citement Video. The owner, Rubin Gottesman, was 
convicted of selling to an undercover police officer 49 
videos that a well-known pornographic film actress, Traci 
Lords, had made before she was 18. He argued that 
because the teenage star looked older than her years, he 
had not known she was a minor. The trial court that con
victed him did not believe him, although Gottesman, even 
after the high court's ruling, has other grounds for pur
suing his appeal. 

The ruling was a victory for the Clinton Administra
tion, which appealed the 1992 decision and asked the 
Court to construe the law according to Congress's intent 
rather than the actual language. 

The statute's linguistic problem was placement of the 
word "knowingly." The law provides that anyone who 
"knowingly transports or ships" or who "knowingly 
receives or distributes" visual depictions of a minor 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct has committed a 
federal crime. Taken literally, the law requires only that 
the transporting, shipping, receiving or distributing be 
intentional, without reference to the sexually explicit con
tents or to the age of the performers. 

But the literal interpretation ''would produce results 
that were not merely odd, but positively absurd," 
Rehnquist said, Among the examples he gave of inno
cent violators of the law's literal meaning was "a retail 
druggist who returns an uninspected roll of developed 
film to a customer" and who thereby "knowingly 
distributes" a "visual depiction" that might turn out to 
show children engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 

Another innocent violator, the Chief Justice said, 
might be a new resident of an apartment who receives 
mail intended for the previous occupant. The new resi
dent is in "knowing receipt" of mail that might turn out 
to be child pornography. 

"We do not assume that Congress, in passing laws, in
tended such results," Rehnquist wrote. He said that 
because "the age of the performers is the crucial element 
separating legal innocence from wrongful conduct,'' the 
Court should invoke a presumption that a knowledge 
requirement applied. 

Scalia's dissent, joined by Thomas, said it was 
"impossible" to read the law in any way other than as 
limiting the knowledge requirement to the act of ship
ping or receiving, without reference to the content or the 
age of the performer. 

To call this "the most natural grammatical reading," 
as Rehnquist did, "is understatement to the point of 
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distortion," Scalia wrote, "rather like saying that the 
ordinarily preferred total for 2 plus 2 is 4." 

Scalia and Thomas went beyond a linguistic analysis 
to dispute the majority's premise that a child pornography 
law that did not require knowledge of the performer's 
age would violate the First Amendment. There would be 
no constitutional problem, they said, with "holding the 
purveyors and receivers of this material absolutely liable 
for supporting the exploitation of minors.'' The Court's 
suggestion to the contrary, they warned, "will cause Con
gress to leave the world's children inadequately protected 
against the depredations of the pornography trade." 
Reported in: New York Times, November 30. 

The Supreme Court agreed October 31 to use a case 
involving the University of Virginia's denial of funds for 
a student-run Christian magazine to test the Constitu
tion's protection of religious speech. The case offers the 
court another chance to make clear how the right to free 
speech coexists with the Constitution's equally important 
mandate that prohibits schools and other government en
tities from benefiting religious organizations. Some of the 
conservative justices have argued that government entities 
should be allowed greater interaction with religious 
groups. 

The University of Virginia refused to subsidize student
run religious publications. A federal appeals court 
endorsed the policy in March, ruling that using public 
funds to support "the propagation of religious doctrines" 
would violate the constitutional provision that govern
ment "shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion." 

Lawyers for the religious publication noted in their ap
peal that last term Justice Sandra Day O'Connor said the 
court "should, in a proper case bring our Establishment 
Clause jurisprudence back to what I think is the proper 
track - government impartiality, not animosity, towards 
religion." The case is Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors 
of the University of Virginia. Reported in: Washington 
Post, November 1. 

The Clinton administration November 8 asked the 
Supreme Court to uphold a law that bars federal 
employees from being paid for articles or speeches, but 
the justices seemed puzzled by the ban. 

"If a triple ax murderer can't be prohibited from sell
ing his story for money," why should a low-level federal 
worker?, Justice Stephen Breyer asked. "Why does the 
Constitution apply to one and not the other?" 

The law applies to articles or speeches by a federal 
employee even if the subject has nothing to do with the 
employee's job, such as a mail handler who wrote about 
the Quaker religion. 

Deputy Solicitor General Paul Bender argued that Con
gress has the right to decide what is necessary to avoid 
the appearance of impropriety. "It did this on the ad-
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vice of two federal commissions," Bender said. Besides, 
Congress did not prohibit speech, it prohibited payment. 
"A compelling reason for regulating expressive activity 

by government employees is to prevent actual or apparent 
impropriety," the Justice Department said when it peti
tioned the high court to hear the case. "The citizenry must 
have confidence that the personnel responsible for the 
public's business are not subject to undue influence by 
private special interests." 

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor appeared particularly 
perplexed by one exception to the rule: Federal workers 
are allowed to be paid for "a series of articles" but not 
just one. 

"Is that absurd?" she said. "I just don't understand 
that provision." Reported in: Washington Times, 
November 9. 

An Ohio law that places a ban on the distribution of 
anonymous campaign leaflets was greeted with skepticism 
October 12 by a majority of the Supreme Court's justices. 
"I would have thought that if the First Amendment stood 
for anything, it would stand for [such political activity]," 
Justice O'Connor said. "It's quite remarkable to say Ohio 
can totally ban this core political speech." 

The case, Mcintyre v. Ohio Elections Commission, is 
being watched closely by state and local officials across 
the country. A trial court found the law unconstitutional, 
but the Ohio Court of Appeals and the Ohio Supreme 
Court upheld the law. Reported in: Daily Recorder, 
October 14. 

schools 
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana 

Voodoo and Hoodoo, by Jim Haskins, the controver
sial book that held the St. Tammany public school system 
in its spell for more than two years, must be returned to 
school bookshelves, a federal judge ruled October 6. 
Forgoing a trial, U.S. District Court Judge Patrick Carr 
said that the St. Tammany Parish School Board cannot 
ban the book solely because members do not approve of 
its content. A week later, the board voted 8-5 to appeal 
the judgment. 

The ACLU of Louisiana sued the board, on behalf of 
two St. Tammany Parish families, after the board ordered 
all copies of the book taken off the shelves in June, 1992. 
At that time, only one copy was available to students at 
Clearwood Junior High School. 

Branded by opponents as a "how-to" manual, the 
book features recipes and spells for doing good and evil 
from voodoo practitioners. At Clearwood, the book was 
part of the library's Louisiana collection for eighth
graders, who study the state's history. A fourth-grader, 
however, took the book home without checking it out. 
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Armed with a petition and 1,650 signatures, the child's 
mother complained that the book promoted anti-social 
and criminal behavior among children. The school board 
voted 12-2 to ban the book, leading to the ACLU lawsuit, 
which was scheduled for trial October 31. 

Judge Carr's ruling said the board cannot limit 
students' access to ideas that board members consider 
dangerous. He said the book should be made available 
to students in the eighth grade and above who obtain 
parental permission to read it. That part of the ruling 
picked up on a recommendation by a school review com
mittee that was ignored by the board. 

"It's a great day for the First Amendment," said 
ACLU attorney Jim Hashek. "It's a great day for 
students who are curious. They have a right under the 
constitution to have access to a wide variety of reading 
materials." Reported in: New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
October 7; Slidell Sentry-News, October 14. 

university 
Hanover, New Hampshire 

When J. Donald Silva used a sexual metaphor and 
referred to belly dancing and vibrators in one of his 
writing classes at the University of New Hampshire, he 
said he wasn't harassing students; he was using a teaching 
device and exercising his right to free speech. In 
September, a federal judge seemed to agree, and ordered 
the university to allow Silva back into the classroom. 

Silva was suspended without pay in 1993 after the 
university investigated complaints from eight female 
students about his comments. The university found that 
Silva had violated its sexual harassment policy by creating 
a hostile classroom environment. He sued the university, 
claiming his constitutional rights had been violated. 

In a 103-page order, U.S. District Court Judge Shane 
Devine told the university to reinstate Silva. The order 
stopped the university from enforcing Silva's suspension 
until the matter is decided at trial. The ruling was in 
response to preliminary motions that both sides had filed 
in the case. While Judge Devine did not rule on the merits 
of the case, he said that if it proceeded to trial, Silva was 
"likely to succeed on the merits of his First Amendment 
claims." 

Devine reached that conclusion in part because he said 
the students in the class were adults and were "presumed 
to have the sophistication of adults." The judge also said 
that Silva's comments "advanced his educational objec
tive of conveying certain principles related to the subject 
matter of his course," and that the comments "were 
made in a professionally appropriate manner." Reported 
in: Chronicle of Higher Education, September 28. 
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defamation 
San Francisco, California 

A jury in U.S. District Court in San Francisco finally 
ended the long-running legal saga of journalist Janet 
Malcolm and analyst Jeffrey Masson. It ruled November 
2 that while two of five disputed quotations Malcolm 
attributed to Masson in a 1983 New Yorker profile were 
false and one was defamatory, none was written with the 
recklessness required for libel. 

The verdict, from a panel of seven women and one 
man, culminated eleven years of litigation in which the 
case reached the U.S. Supreme Court once and juries 
twice, consumed a fortune in legal fees, and triggered a 
debate over what constitutes quotations and the license 
reporters may take with them. 

In 1993, another jury concluded that Malcolm had 
fabricated the five statements attributed to Masson and 
that he had been libeled by two of them. But it deadlocked 
on damages, with some seeking to award Masson $1 
million and others deeming him so sullied by his brag
gadocio that he could not be further damaged. 

This time, after three days of deliberation, the jury 
found that only two of the quotations were falsified and 
only one was defamatory. But it ruled that Malcolm 
neither knew that the defamatory quotation was false nor 
acted with a "reckless disregard as to its truth or 
falsity." Reported in: New York Times, November 3; 
Washington Post, November 3. 

New York, New York 
Private citizens can't be sued for defamation over com

ments they make at governmental meetings, a New York 
appeals court ruled last summer, rebuking a tactic that 
had been used increasingly against people who speak out 
at forums, such as zoning and school board meetings. 

Free speech advocates hailed the ruling as an impor
tant victory against such lawsuits, known as SLAPPs, or 
strategic lawsuits against public participation. Though 
several states in recent years have adopted anti-SLAPP 
laws, courts have varied in their rulings on whether 
citizens can be broadly protected for their comments at 
public meetings. 

"The opinion affords important protection to ordinary 
citizens trying to forge a role in forming public policy," 
said First Amendment lawyer Floyd Abrams. Typically, 
the suits accuse private citizens or organizations of libel, 
slander, conspiracy or interference with contractual rela
tions based on their comments at public meetings. 

The intermediate appeals court ruled that statements 
made by a homeowner and attorney, Gloria Rosenblum, 
at a 1989 Bellport, N. Y., zoning board meeting were ab
solutely protected. Rosenblum had opposed additions to 
a handicapped parking lot sought by the Gateway 
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Playhouse and accused the theater of wrongdoing. 
Gateway sued her, claiming her statements were false and 
slanderous. 

In dismissing the theater's suit, the court said it was 
"advancing the important public policy of encouraging 
the active participation of the citizenry in issues affect
ing the welfare of the community. Reported in: Wall 
Street Journal, August 17. 

obscenity 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

A municipal judge in Cincinnati dismissed charges 
against a bookstore and three of its clerks for renting a 
tape of the film Salo, or the 120 Days of Sodom. The 
charge against Pink Pyramid, a bookstore that specializes 
in gay and lesbian titles, and the other defendants was 
pandering obscenity. 

The movie, written and directed by the Italian film
maker Pier Paolo Pasolini, is a transposition of a novel 
by the Marquis de Sade to a remote Italian villa in 1944 
where, in scenes of extreme violence and explicit sexual 
content, the last survivors of fascism rape, torture and 
kill adolescents. 

In an earlier motion to dismiss the case, which was 
denied, the defense contended that a search warrant 
granted to seize the video had not accurately described 
the film because it dealt only with specific themes from 
the movie and not the work in its entirety. 

A vigorous defense was also mounted by several anti
censorship and arts groups which argued in an amicus 
brief that the film could not be obscene because it has 
serious artistic value. 

'' A political allegory on the connection between 
fascism, power and sadism, Salo depicts horrifying and 
sometimes revolting acts of sex and violence," the brief 
said, "but there can be no doubt it is a serious work by 
a major film artist, and therefore cannot possibly be 
obscene under prevailing constitutional standards." 

Judge William Mallory ruled on October 4 that whether 
Salo possessed artistic merit was a matter for a jury to 
decide. However, on November 10, Judge Mallory found 
that the tape itself would be inadmissible as evidence 
because it was improperly seized: the police had kept it 
well beyond the normal rental period. The judge held that 
the seizure violated the Fourth Amendment, and that it 
constituted a form of prior restraint. Without this key 
evidence, the prosecutor's case evaporated and was 
dismissed. Reported in: New York Times, October 5; 
Chicago Tribune, November 12. 
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etc. 

Mesa, Arizona 
A judge dismissed a lawsuit accusing the city of Mesa 

of violating state law by refusing to publish a cartoon 
in a publicity pamphlet for voters. Judge Jeffrey Cates 
of Superior Court issued his ruling October 7 in an 
action filed by People's Choice Initiative Committee. The 
committee sued after Mesa officials refused to accept a 
cartoon showing small businesses being strangled by the 
city in favor of economic development proposals. Cates 
ruled that the law allows ballot pamphlets with pro and 
con arguments of 300 words or less, but that lawmakers 
had not specifically allowed political cartoons. Reported 
in: Tempe News Tribune, October 10. 

Miami, Florida 
The Cable News Network (CNN) was convicted 

November 1 of contempt of court and could be fined up 
to $100,000 for airing proceedings of Manuel Antonio 
Noriega's jailhouse phone conversations with his lawyers. 
U.S. District Court Judge William Hoevel er found the 

network guilty of willfully violating his 1990 order against 
broadcasting the calls. 

"I am ever mindful of the importance of an essential
ly unfettered press and the mandates of the First Amend
ment, but I must also be mindful of the vital importance 
of compliance with orders of the court," Hoeveler said. 

CNN broadcast segments of the tapes eleven times over 
two days, even after Hoeveler learned of the planned 
broadcast and warned that any use of the tapes would 
violate his order. The network argued during a four-day 
trial in September that it was legally entitled to broad
cast the tapes, which had been leaked, and that it had 
a journalistic responsibility to do so to show what it said 
was government misconduct for taping Noriega's calls 
to his attorney in the first place. Reported in: Philadelphia 
Inquirer, November 2. 

Boston, Massachusetts 
The Boston Transit Authority violated the First 

Amendment by refusing to run ads promoting condom 
use, while accepting other sexually tied advertising. The 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit ruled 
November 9 that the AIDS-prevention ads were not 
obscene and "fall well within the heartland of speech that 
we should be able to tolerate in the marketplace of ideas.'' 
Reported in: Boston Globe, November 11. D 
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is it legal? 

schools 
Hemet, California 

Several parents opposed to using the "Sex Respect" 
course in Hemet schools filed a lawsuit October 25, rely
ing on the legal expertise of Planned Parenthood and 
People for the American Way. On September 20, a 
majority of the Hemet Unified School District board 
voted to reintroduce the abstinence-only "Sex Respect" 
course, along with two others. Such courses avoid the 
teaching of birth control and safe sex practices in favor 
of promoting chastity until marriage. 

Board President Bill Sanborn, a strong supporter of 
"Sex Respect," said, "I figured they would wait until 
a week or two before the election. I'm not worried." 

Critics of the course say it contains scientific 
inaccuracies and fails to protect students who are sexually 
active. They also charge the curriculum injects religion 
into the classroom. 

"Sex Respect" and two similar courses replaced cur
riculum for Hemet schools written by public agencies in 
Riverside and San Diego counties. Reported in: River
side Press-Enterprise, October 22. 

Simi Valley, California 
A 14-year-old junior high student plans to protest his 

school's new dress code by refusing to substitute a plain 
shirt free of slogans or logos for a favorite T-shirt 
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emblazoned with an American flag. John Spindler, a 
ninth grader at Valley View Junior High School, said he 
can't understand the need for stricter dress regulations 
that went into effect in September. 

"I don't think there's anything wrong with the shirts 
I've been wearing," he said. "I don't think it's fair you 
can't wear shirts with writing on them, because of 
freedom of speech." 

The dress code says students cannot wear tops with 
writing or pictures on them, with the exception of the 
school logo. The campus also bans baggy pants, shorts 
that fall below the knee, and baseball caps. 

Despite being told by school officials twice in two 
weeks that his shirts did not comply with the code, 
Spindler insisted on wearing his flag T-shirt. "It was his 
decision," said his mother. "He wants someone to tell 
him why he can't wear a shirt with an American flag on 
it. I'm concerned that he can either do this or go to 
another school rather than having the school come up 
with a policy we can all live with. I think it's unconstitu
tional, and I'm not going to be branded a troublemaker 
because my child stands up for his rights." Reported in: 
Los Angeles Daily News, September 18. 

Madison, New Jersey 
After a day of banishment, Santa Claus was back in 

town. Responding to widespread criticism, three elemen
tary school principals agreed October 7 to allow 
December visits by Santa Claus to their schools. The three 
had barred the visits the day before out of sensitivity to 
non-Christian students. They reversed their decision at 
the request of Superintendent Lawrence S. Feinsod, who 
met with the principals after receiving about fifteen 
impassioned pleas for St. Nick. Reported in: Morristown 
Daily Record, October 7, 8. 

NEA 
Washington, D.C. 

The Arts Censorship Project of the American Civil 
Liberties Union and two other groups filed an appeal 
November 4 with the National Endowment for the Arts 
asking that the agency reconsider its "refusal to produce 
various documents'' regarding grants denied to three 
photographers. 

Merry Alpern, Barbara DeGenevieve and Andres 
Serrano were refused funding at the August 5 meeting 
of the National Council on the Arts, the NEA's advisory 
arm, which overruled the recommendations of the peer 
panel for photography fellowships. A transcript of the 
meeting showed that several members expressed concern 
about the politically controversial nature of some of the 
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photographers' work, prompting the artists to claim that 
they were rejected on the basis of political expediency 
rather than artistic merit. 

The ACLU, along with the National Campaign for 
Freedom of Expression and the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, filed a request with the NEA on August 24 to have 
the rejections reconsidered and to obtain copies of all 
documents relating to the decision. 

The NEA sent copies of the photographers' grant 
applications, transcripts of the council meetings and 
several memos and letters, but it withheld transcripts of 
the peer panel's comments and votes "in accordance with 
the deliberative process privilege" of the Freedom of 
Information Act. In addition, the agency refused to 
release anything connected with National Council "work
ing groups," closed gatherings held in advance of the 
quarterly public council meetings. 

The very existence of the working groups rankles 
Marjorie Heins, director and staff counsel of the Arts 
Censorship Project. 

"They appear to have created a shadow council, 
generally referred to as the 'working group,' that makes 
decisions in private, without any public scrutiny. That's 
not what Congress had in mind when it created the 
NEA," she said. "It circumvents the 'open meeting' 
requirements of the NEA and it's dubious as a matter 
of public policy." 

NEA official Cherie Simon said that decisions are not 
made in working groups and transcripts of their discus
sions do not exist. "We've now released everything 
regarding the three rejected fellowships that we feel 
they're legally entitled to," she said. "Their appeal is 
being looked at closely." Reported in: Washington Post, 
November 14. 

broadcasting 
Washington, D.C. 

The government is being overly protective in trying to 
control children's exposure to indecent material broad
cast on radio and television, a federal appeals judge com
plained October 19. "You are the national nana," Judge 
Patricia Wald said of a Federal Communications Com
mission (FCC) policy restricting the airing of indecent 
material. "You are not facilitating parents," Wald told 
FCC lawyers. "You are saying, 'We are the people who 
decide.'" 

Wald was one of eleven judges on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia reviewing the con-
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stitutionality of regulations that forbid television and 
radio stations from airing indecent material except from 
midnight to 6 a.m. The policy was written at the behest 
of Congress. 

FCC attorney Christopher Wright argued that the 
government had an interest in protecting children from 
indecent material, particularly children with "indif
ferent" parents who do not supervise what their children 
watch or listen to. The Clinton administration supports 
the FCC position. 

The regulations, he said, reasonably accommodate 
competing interests: limiting children's exposure to 
indecent material and protecting the rights of adults to 
watch or listen to legally protected speech. 

In a rare proceeding, the full circuit reviewed a deci
sion by a lower court in November 1993 that struck down 
the regulations. A less-restrictive policy is now in effect 
that allows indecent broadcasts between 8 p.m. and 
6 a.m. 

It was not clear when or how the judges would rule. 
While some of the liberal judges appeared critical of the 
regulation, the circuit's six conservative judges gave lit
tle indication how they would vote. The decision could 
be appealed to the Supreme Court. 

Opponents of the rules, including civil liberties groups, 
broadcasters, and authors, argued that they were overly 
broad, unfairly deprived adults of certain programming, 
and took away parental choice. 

"The commission has simply come up with no evidence 
of a problem here," said Timothy Dyk, who represented 
opponents. The majority of the FCC's actions against in
decent broadcasts have involved talk radio, but studies 
show children generally do not listen to those programs. 

Several judges also attacked the FCC for not providing 
evidence to support arguments that children are harmed 
by exposure to indecent material. Wright's suggestion of 
a link between indecency and antisocial behavior in 
children drew the most protest from Chief Judge Harry 
Edwards. 

"I can't believe the U.S. would be here to assert that 
and have not the faintest idea if it is correct!" said 
Edwards. "You cite nothing." 

Several judges said the FCC could have taken other 
action that would have better preserved parental choice, 
such as requiring the installation in televisions of 
technology that lets parents block indecent programs. For 
this to work, however, programs would have to be rated 
and coded for indecency. 

FCC rules, which do not apply to cable television, 
define broadcast indecency as language or material that 
"depicts or describes in terms patently offensive as 
measured by contemporary community standards for the 
broadcast medium, sexual or excretory activities or 
organs." Reported in: Philadelphia Inquirer, October 20. 
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cyberspace 
Detroit, Michigan 

One of the country's broadest stalking laws will be 
challenged this year when Andrew C. Archambeau stands 
trial in Michigan for pursuing a woman by electronic mail 
and on her telephone answering machine after she told 
him to stop bothering her. 

Archambeau acknowledged using electronic mail to 
court a school teacher he had met through a video dating 
service, but said he meant no harm. With the exception 
of an initial meeting at a social gathering sponsored by 
the service and a casual date a few days later, the rela
tionship apparently ran its course largely electronically. 

The Michigan case highlights the new legal challenges, 
and potential for abuse, posed by the growing populari
ty of electronic communications. An estimated five 
million Americans now subscribe to computer-based com
mercial information services which allow the exchange 
of electronic mail. 

Recently, spurred by reports of computer networks 
being used by pedophiles to prey on children, by 
pornographers to distribute photographs and by elec
tronic hucksters, legislation has been introduced in Con
gress to bring communications law into the digital age. 
But the Archambeau case stands out because while all 
fifty states have enacted stalking laws since 1990, only 
Michigan has expanded such legislation to cover the elec
tronic realm. A bill was introduced in the House of 
Representatives in September by Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D
MD) that would broaden federal stalking laws to include 
telephone, e-mail, and other forms of electronic 
communications. 

Archambeau asserted that he was never near the 
woman and never in her sight after their second and final 
meeting. He says he is guilty only of wooing a fellow com
puter enthusiast too ardently via electronic love letters 
and telephone messages. Between February 17, the day 
they met, and April 24, Archambeau sent the woman 
about 20 e-mail messages and ten postal letters and 
packages, the woman said. Reported in: New York 
Times, September 24. 

freedom of religion 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

To the police who stopped and questioned her, the 
woman dressed from head to toe looked bizarre. She was 
wearing a veil, a heavy dark robe and gloves. At first she 
wouldn't speak to the four or five male officers. Then 
she got angry when they told her to uncover her face or 
leave the St. Paul skyway, a maze of public corridors 
bridging downtown streets. 

Police then gave the Muslim woman a ticket for 
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violating a 1963 state law against concealing one's iden
tity in public, which carries up to 90 days in jail and a 
$700 fine. 

Local Muslims complained that Tayyibah Amatullah, 
a 21-year-old American convert to Islam, has a religious 
right to wear modest dress. "Where is freedom of 
religion?" asked Magda Saikali, a Muslim activist. "For 
God sakes, was she caught in a criminal act? No." 

Police representative Paul Adelmann said the law does 
not allow people to conceal their identity with robes, 
masks or disguises unless it is for entertainment purposes. 
The law has been enforced often recently, mostly against 
youths wearing ski masks or bandanas. "We didn't feel 
this was about religion. We felt this was about enforcing 
a law," Adelmann said. Reported in: St. Petersburg 
Times, October 7. 

etc. 
Chicago, Illinois 

The City of Chicago has agreed to pay $95,000 to an 
artist whose painting of the late Mayor Harold 
Washington in g-string and bra was removed from an art 
show by three aldermen. The city also agreed to give 
police instructions on when materials protected by the 
First Amendment may be seized. David Nelson's paint
ing, "Mirth and Girth," depicted the city's first black 
mayor in a bra, g-string, and garter belt. It was displayed 
in 1988, as part of an exhibition at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Reported in: Orlando Sentinel, 
September 22. 

Raritan, New Jersey 
Being polite in Raritan is now the law after the borough 

council voted October 11 to adopt an ordinance banning 
rudeness, cursing and other disorderly speech. After a 
packed public meeting at which many residents asked the 
council to reconsider the proposal, the motion was passed 
5-0. 

The ordinance was enacted over the objections of the 
ACLU, which threatened a constitutional challenge, and 
despite the lack of support from Police Chief Joseph 
Sierra, who said he planned to ignore it. The vote also 
came over the objections of large numbers of ordinary 
citizens. 

The law, which amended a 1964 "peace and good 
order" ordinance, outlaws engaging in "noisy, rude or 
indecent behavior," using "profane, vulgar or indecent 
language," making "insulting remarks, begging or un
necessary congregating in groups to the annoyance of 
other persons" anywhere in Raritan. Reported in: 
Newark Star-Ledger, October 12. D 
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success stories 

libraries 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

A poster published by the American Library Associa
tion of television star Roseanne encouraging people to 
read was back up in the Manitowoc Public Library in 
October, two weeks after it was removed because a resi
dent complained about its presence. 

"It basically just came down to my position after con
sidering the broadness of the First Amendment," said 
Ronald Drum, a library board member who originally 
voted to have the poster removed. Drum said the board 
voted 6-3 October 11 to have the poster placed back up 
in the library. The same board voted 5-3 September 26 
to take the poster down after it had been in the library 
for more than eighteen months. 

The board ordered the poster removed after Wally 
Ahrens, Jr., a library patron, said Roseanne was a "terri
ble role model" for children and the "lowest slime on 
Earth." Reported in: Milwaukee Sentinel, October 13. 

Plaistow, New Hampshire 
A book that some parents said contains sexually 

explicit references will continue to be used by a seventh
grade teacher at Timberlane Regional Middle School, 
school board members voted October 25. The book, The 
Goats, by Brock Cole, drew criticism from parents who 
said it contained "offensive and inappropriate" language 
for seventh-graders. 
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The board agreed that some of the passages, taken out 
of context, could be offensive, but on the whole, the book 
was appropriate reading material and voted unanimous
ly to allow it. The book, which is about teenagers left 
on an island, is used by the teacher for discussions on 
values and decision-making. 

The issue came before the board after parent Ed 
Holdgate appealed a previous decision by the district's 
Materials Review Committee, which had voted to keep 
the book in the curriculum. Reported in: Haverhill 
Gazette, October 26. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
The New Mexico State Board of Education reversed 

a decision by one of its own committees October 6 and 
allowed some disputed books to be included on its 
approved list for public schools. The vote followed a 
series of pleas from audience members who said local 
districts should be able to choose from books with a wide 
variety of cultures and viewpoints. 

"It's disturbing to me that so many books rejected by 
the committee had Hispanic or Native American 
themes," said Mary Powell, publisher of Ancient City 
Press, a firm that almost had two books denied approval. 
"Schools must serve all cultural groups." 

When the original recommendations were presented in 
September to a committee of state board members by the 
Instructional Material Commission, the committee added 
several books to the "do not recommend" list after hear
ing complaints from some parents. Titles rejected 
included books in the Children Book Press Series by 
Children's Press; the Readers Choice series from 
Scholastic, and A Cry from the Earth and Wolf Tales 
from Ancient City Press. Reported in: Albuquerque 
Journal, October 7. 

West Goshen, Pennsylvania 
The West Chester school board is not compelled to fill 

the same role as parents in determining what literature 
students can read, the board majority voted October 24 
in approving four new novels for its high schools and mid
dle schools. The books, along with policies governing how 
fictional works are chosen for classroom use and how 
conflicting ideas are taught, were at the center of a debate 
regarding censorship in the suburban school district. 

The four novels which had been challenged were The 
Bluest Eye, by Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison; In 
Country, by Bobbie Ann Mason; Fallen Angels, by 
Walter Dean Myers; and Lucy, by Jamaica Kincaid. 

The books were part of a list of ten titles chosen as 
part of an effort to include works with multicultural 
themes in the curriculum. Board members Marion 
Bartram and Arthur Zadrozny opposed their acquisition. 
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"What advantage is it to read books that are full of cur
sing," Bartram said. Reported in: West Chester Local 
News, September 20, 30, October 20, 25. 

Palmyra, Pennsylvania 
A book two parents sought to remove from Palmyra 

seventh grade classrooms was rescued October 20 by a 
school district curriculum committee that said 
administrators have the ultimate responsibility for deter
mining school material suitability. 

Parents Patty Hommel and Susan Craig, the latter a 
school board member, in September objected to My 
Brother Sam is Dead, by James Lincoln Collier and 
Christopher Collier. Initially pulled from the shelves for 
review by the committee, it was later turned over to a 
staff committee comprised of the school librarian, three 
teachers and the middle school principal (see Newsletter, 
November 1994, p. 190). All agreed the book should be 
retained. "The literary, political, social and historical 
significance outweighed the thirty occurrences of offen
sive language," explained Assistant Superintendent Elke 
Blackburn. 

The recommendation was accepted by the district com
mittee, although not without debate. Several residents 
spoke against use of the book, protesting its use of vulgar 
words and depictions of allegedly immoral behavior. 
Reported in: Lebanon Daily News, October 1, 22, 
November 12. 

art 
Washington, D.C. 

A bare breast has once again gotten painter Carmen 
Trujillo in censorship trouble. In October, 1993, an 
exhibit at the CIA of Trujillo's work was taken down 
because it featured nudity. A year later, her depictions 
of bare skin almost spelled the end to a Hispanic Heritage 
Month exhibit at the downtown headquarters of the 
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP). 

On October 28, a week-long exhibit of works by four 
local Hispanic artists went up, including a piece by Tru
jillo. But almost immediately, an AARP employee com
plained about Trujillo's triptych, "Oye Mi Cancion/Hear 
My Song," and it was taken down. 

Curator and participating artist Jorge Amorano said 
he could not keep the exhibit up without Trujillo's work 
and began removing the paintings. An elaborate game 
of chicken then ensued and just before the formal open
ing, Trujillo's work was returned to the exhibit and the 
show went on. 

"It had a very happy ending," said Zamorano. "This 
was an instance of people of all different cultures and 
races coming together in support of art. If one person 
doesn't like something, I feel they don't have to look at 
it." Reported in: Washington Post, November 7. 
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Wayne, New Jersey 
The shouting began October 18 in front of the picture 

of a nude woman's torso hanging in the Morrison Hall 
lobby at William Paterson College. "We find it offen
sive, we want it taken down," one woman shouted to a 
mix of angry yells and applause. "Move it over! Relocate 
it!" shouted another. 

The controversy had begun when the hand-tinted 
photograph by senior art and photography major Linda 
Pirozek was hung in the hall outside the President's of
fice. The picture is a shot of a woman's torso with her 
breasts visible and her hands holding a mask that is stret
ched over her genitals. 

"It's my right to hang it there," Pirozek said to the 
crowd. "Taking it down, that's censorship." Address
ing a crowd of more than a hundred students, faculty and 
staff, Pirozek tried to explain the picture. But her 
explanation did not seem to move the 34 staff members 
who signed a petition to President Arnold Speert to have 
the photograph taken down. Speert refused, saying the 
artist is protected by the First Amendment. 

'' I think the exhibit certainly has a right to hang in this 
gallery unchanged," Speert said. "Thirty-four individuals 
did object, but I believe that legally, I had no choice." 
Reported in: Newark Star-Ledger, October 19. 

Loudoun, Virginia 
A large painting of a full-figured naked woman hang

ing in a building at Northern Virginia Community Col
lege's Loudoun campus caused a stir among students and 
staff, some of whom called it obscene. The brightly 
colored work by Springfield artist Theresa Knight 
McFadden depicted an unclothed woman sitting on a 
chair and wearing a pendant and other small ornaments. 
McFadden calls the painting, intended as a mythological 
portrait, a "tribute to female empowerment." 

"As a woman, I find it offensive," said Frances 
Edwards. "I consider myself on the liberal side, but this 
is just a little too much." 

After it was put up in early November, the painting 
became the foremost topic of discussion on campus. Pro
vost Neil Reynolds said he told students that removing 
the painting would be a blow to freedom of expression. 
"Is it illegal? Is it obscene? Is it vulgar? No, it isn't," 
Reynolds said. "Do some people not like it? Yes. But 
that's no reason for us to take it down." Reported in: 
Washington Post, November 12. 

obscenity 
Denver, Colorado 

Colorado librarians and bookstore and theater owners 
breathed easier November 8 as voters rejected stricter con-
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trol of potentially obscene materials. Amendment 16, 
which would have given local governments the power to 
control materials to the full extent permitted by the U.S. 
Constitution, was decisively defeated. The Colorado 
Supreme Court has ruled that the state Constitution 
affords free expression, including sexually explicit 
materials, a higher level of protection than does the First 
Amendment. 

"Colorado voters have decided it is extremely impor
tant for them to preserve free speech in the state of 
Colorado," said Fofi Mendez of Colorado Citizens 
Against Censorship. "They are not ready to listen to the 
overzealous politicians or the religious right and let them 
dictate what movies they should see or what books they 
should be able to read." Reported in: Rocky Mountain 
News, November 9. D 
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