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The following are edited excerpts from the introduction to Attacks on the Freedom 
to Learn, 1993-94, the twelfth annual report on school censorship prepared by the 
People for the American Way. The report documents on a state-by-state basis the 
highest number of challenges the liberal public interest organization has ever reported 
in a single school year. According to the report's authors, "This year People for the 
American Way found that objectors are casting a wider net than ever before in their 
efforts to redefine public education. While censorship has, over the years, proven 
to be an effective strategy toward this end, more and more objectors are exploring 
additional means of accomplishing their goals. ,, The entire 225-page report is available 
from People for the American Way, 2000 M Street, NW, Suite 400, Washington, 
D.C. 20036 for $12.95. 

Researchers uncovered a total of 462 challenges in the 1993-94 school year, including 
375 incidents of attempted censorship and 87 broad-based challenges to public educa
tion. In all , 46 states and the District of Columbia are represented in the report. For 
the second year in a row, California outpaced all the other states, with 43 incidents. 
With 32 challenges, Texas was the second most active state. Florida was the third 
most active state, with 22 incidents. 

Efforts to undermine the public schools are taking place in every region of the 
country, in cities, suburbs and rural areas. Challenges are occurring with the most 
frequency in the Western region of the country, which saw 134 incidents . The 
Midwestern region saw 127 incidents. The Southern region had 126 incidents; and 
the Northeastern region had 75 incidents. 

This year, more than ever before, no area of public education was safe from con
troversy . Attempts were made to censor literature anthologies, biology textbooks, 
novels, and films used in the classroom; books and magazines available in libraries; 
material on optional, supplemental, and summer reading lists; school newspapers 
and literary magazines; self-esteem curricula; student-performed plays; and health 
and sex education curricula. 

In addition, challengers at the state and local levels, many of them affiliated with 
Religious Right political groups, took aim at school reform initiatives, assessment 
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curriculum challenges in 
California, 1993 

The foil owing is excerpted from a report prepared for 
the Educational Congress of California by Louise Adler, 
Ph.D, of California State University, Fullerton. 

In the fall of 1989, the Board of Directors of the Educa
tional Congress of California decided to explore what was 
really happening in school districts around California by 
funding the printing and distribution of a questionnaire 
sent to every school district superintendent in the State. 
The purpose of the questionnaire was to gather accurate 
information on the number and types of challenges to 
curriculum and services in California public schools. The 
first questionnaire was distributed in the spring of 1990. 
A second survey was done in 1991. This report is based 
on data collected when the survey was done for a third 
time in 1993 and compares the data collected in all three 
years. 

It must be noted that throughout this report each data 
collection represents two school years. Thus, the data col
lected in 1993 is for both 1991-92 and 1992-93 school 
years. Data has been collected in two year blocks because 
challenges do not fit neatly into a single school year. 
Challenges may take many months to be resolved . 

The purpose of collecting data over a period of years 
is to explore whether there are changes or patterns. If the 
phenomenon being studied is stable, the data would not 
show changes in magnitude but would be constant. Most 
of the data for each year of the study is presented as 
percentages of the total sample. In discussing changes in 
magnitude between the years, the difference in percen
tages is used rather than the absolute numbers in most 
cases. Additionally, some new questions have been added 
to the survey form in response to suggestions from the 
field, other researchers, and reporters . 

who responded 
Three hundred and thirteen districts in California 

responded to the survey in 1993. Districts from all of 
California's counties responded. The largest returns were 
from Los Angeles (49 districts), Orange (18), San Diego 
(23), Santa Clara (16) and San Bernardino (17) counties. 
In 1990, 421 districts responded and in 1991, 379. The 
1993 response represents approximately one-third of the 
districts in the state. Some districts that had participated 
in the past noted that because of budget cuts they no 
longer completed "non-mandatory" surveys. Also due 
to budget restrictions the survey forms were mailed in 
1993 using "bulk rate" rather than first class mail, which 
could also have impacted the return rate. 

The districts that responded to the questionnaire were 
fairly representative of the districts statewide. The size 
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of the student population (ADA) of the districts that 
responded matched closely with the statewide percen
tages. However, smaller districts are under represented 
in the sample. It may be that these districts lacked the 
administrative support to respond to the questionnaire 
or that most concerns about curriculum are managed in
formally and thus not reported in this study. All types 
of districts responded to the survey-elementary, high 
school, and unified. 

The questionnaires were sent to the superintendents in 
two parts. The District Report form contained 12 ques
tions used to determine (a) whether a district had received 
challenges; (b) the perceptions as to whether in com
parison to other years there were more, less or about the 
same number of challenges; and (c) what they knew about 
and how they responded to challenges in other districts . 
In addition, a Challenge Report form was to be completed 
for each specific challenge. One hundred forty-three 
Challenge Reports were returned. However, not every 
district that reported having challenges on the District 
Report form filled out the Challenge Reports. Data taken 
only from the Challenge Reports are noted throughout 
this report. All other data come from the District Reports. 

how many challenges 
Sixty percent of the districts reported that there have 

been challenges at some time in their districts. This figure 
increased by five percentage points over the data reported 
in 1991 (55%). Thirty-nine percent of the districts 
reported that there have been challenges during the 
1991-92 and 1992-93 school years. In 1990, 36% of the 
districts responding reported having challenges in 1988-89 
and 1989-90. And in 1991, 44% of the districts reported 
challenges for 1989-90 and 1990-91. 

A 1981 study done by the Association of American 
Publishers (AAP, et. al.) reported rate of challenges to 
be lower than was found in this study: 

More than one in five (22.4%) of the 1,891 respondents, overall 
- or nearly one administrator in five (19.2%) and nearly one 
librarian in three (29.5%)-reported that there had been some 
challenge to classroom or library materials in their school(s) 
[between 1978-80) .... (p.3) 

Fifty-five percent of the districts reporting in 1993 
received more than one challenge. This was also the case 
in the data collected in 1990 and 1991. The McAfee
Hopkins (a professor at University of Wisconsin
Madison) research on school libraries covering 1987 to 
1990 showed "the majority of those reporting complaints, 
or 51.8%, reported one complaint, and 73. 7% reported 
one or two complaints" (1991, p.135). The 1993 data 
reported here shows a similar rate. Seventy-two percent 
of those districts reporting challenges reported one or two 
challenges in their district. 
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The number of challenges per district appears to be 
relatively stable over the years data were collected for this 
longitudinal study. In all three surveys, over fifty per
cent of the districts reporting challenges received more 
than one challenge. On the other hand, the total number 
of challenges when compared to the number of districts 
reporting showed a dramatic increase in the data collected 
in 1991. This may _reflect the fact that (a) there were a 
number of challenges to the Impressions reading series 
reported in the 1991 data, and (b) districts where the 
Impressions series was challenged were more likely than 
other districts to report having multiple challenges . 

It must also be noted that the challenges reported in 
these data were reported by district office level person
nel. Some challenges do not come to the attention of 
district office personnel because they are resolved at 
school sites. Public school officials do not usually classify 
casual questions and concerns expressed by parents as for
mal challenges. Therefore, it should not be assumed that 
these data represent all of the challenges and concerns 
that are a part of the day-to-day business of schools. The 
AAP (1981) study reported that half or more of the 
challenges were dealt with informally by districts. 

The AAP (1981) study reported "challenges occurred 
with increasing frequency at higher grade levels" (p. 4). 
Data for the three surveys done in this study show an 
opposite trend with more challenges occurring at the 
lower grade levels. The 1991 data showed a much higher 
number of challenges at the elementary level, probably 
reflective of the challenges to the Impressions elementary 
reading series. The smaller sample size for the Challenge 
Report forms (143) does make conclusions based on these 
data somewhat more speculative. 

· what gets challenged 
Each district was asked what types of curriculum or 

services were challenged during the 1991-92 and 1992-93 
school years. Library books and textbooks were the most 
commonly challenged type of materials or services. As 
in the 1990 and 1991 data, the Impressions reading series 
was the most challenged item reported in the 1993 survey. 
In addition, a small number of districts also reported 
challenges to the new elementary social science textbooks 
from Houghton Mifflin. The data collected in 1991 
showed textbooks were more likely to be challenged than 
library books. However, the 1990 and 1993 data showed 
textbooks and library books about equal in the number 
of challenges. Conversely, the AAP study covering 
1978-1980 showed challenges to textbooks were l l .50Jo 
of the sample whereas challenges to contemporary fic
tion were 36.80Jo of the challenges (p. 4). 
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what is the trend 
When districts that had challenges at any time (59.60Jo 

of all those reporting) were asked, "Does it seem to you 
that your district is experiencing: the same number of 
challenges as in past years, more challenges than in past 
years, or fewer challenges than in past years?" the 
majority of districts reporting challenges replied, "the 
same. " The most recent comparable data gathered by 
AAP indicated that "of 176 respondents indicating a 
change in the rate of challenges during the 1978-80 period 
covered by the survey, as compared to the 1976-78 period, 
131 reported the recent rate as 'higher,' while only 45 
indicated 'lower"' (AAP, et. al., 1981, p.9). 

why curriculum or services are challenged 
The 1990 survey asked those reporting to list the 

reasons for challenges. The responses were then grouped 
under general categories based on the responses from 
districts . These categories were listed on the 1991 and 1993 
questionnaires, and respondents checked the categories 
that applied to the challenges in their districts . The most 
frequently cited reasons for challenges were "Religious 
conflict" and "Satanic/ witchcraft.'' The trend appears 
to be that these two categories account for an increasing 
number of the challenges (increasing by almost ten 
percentage points from the 1990 to 1993 data). In 
response to a question that asked for the title of the 
object of the challenge, the most common theme connect
ing the challenged items was witches, mythology, and the 
occult. The next most important theme was challenges 
to health education, family life programs, HIV/AIDS, 
and sex education. 

OJo OF REASONS CITED FOR CHALLENGES 

REASON FOR CHALLENGE 1993 DATA 1991 DATA 1990 DATA 

Religious Conflict 30"7o 21.88"7o 17,0"lo 

Satanic/ Witchcraft 20"7o 19,67 "7o 23 ,7"7o 

Violence/ Profanity 3"7o 14AO"lo 12,6"7o 

Controversial 11 "lo 13 ,85 "70 IL9"7o 

Too Sexual 17"7o ll ,08"7o 13-3"7o 

Not Age Appropriate 7"7o 9A2"1o IL9"7o 

Out of Date/ Poor Role Model 3"7o 6,65"7o L5"7o 

Offensive to Minority 9"7o 3,05"7o 8, J"lo 

The most recent comparable data was collected in the 
1977 National Council of Teachers of English study in 
which it was found that the most common reason for an 
objection was language which might include grammar, 
dialect, or use of profanity or obscenity. The next most 
common reason for objections was to sex, or "erotic 
qualities in the books" (Burress, 1979, p.17). The research 
done by Fiske (from UC Berkeley) in the 1950's found 
politics to be the primary reason for challenges in school 
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libraries followed closely by sex/obscenity and then pro
fanity. Though these categories of challenges ( except 
politics) were found in the current study, they are not the 
most significant reasons for challenges. 

California Learning Assessment System/CLAS Tests 
For the first time two districts reported challenges to 

the State testing program which is now called the CLAS. 
One district indicated that the reason for the challenge 
to the content of the CLAS tests was that the challenger 
was "concerned about reflecting on student feelings, 
opinions, student challenges to established beliefs." A 
school board member in another district made a speech 
at a church in 1993 during which she indicated her con
cerns with the CLAS test: 

This really violates privacy, and it's subjective and psychological 
in nature .... 

. . . It asks students what their ethnic background is, their parents' 
level of education, how many hours they watch TV ... What hap
pens to this information? This information is keypunched into a 
databank . And when you see the national output of the input that's 
done on a local basis, it would scare you to death. Because from 
the information off of these sheets, they can gain all the medical 
information on your student, all their insurance information, all 
the information on the family . . . whether the kid has ever had a drug 
problem, whether the kid has been in the hospital for what kind 
of diseases. There isn ' t anything that they can' t find out. . . This 
is very frightening because it even gets down and scores your child 
on their level of honesty, integrity, their ability to adapt to 
change .... It is total invasion of privacy. 

A fourth-grade-level test absolutely blew my mind ... One of the 
tests asked the student, "We've all encountered a parent who won't 
let us do something that we want to do. Write a paragraph persuading 
your parent to let you do something that they previously wouldn't 
let you do." There's all kinds of circumstances like that throughout 
every single one of these tests that I've looked at. So it's not an 
isolated incidence. There is an agenda to try to take the parental 
authority away, in my opinion. 

Some months later this same school board member par
ticipated in a meeting for parents in a neighboring county 
where according to a newspaper account: 

The speakers cited examples of tests in other districts statewide in 
which students were asked questions on topics ranging from sexual 
activity to race issues. "One question on the California Learning 
Assessment System test, administered in districts throughout the state 
asked if students would eliminate an entire race and if so, which 
one," said [the board member], who serves on an education task 
force established by Assemblyman .... 

science curriculum v. creationism 
The long saga of the confrontation in the Vista Unified 

School district over creationism has been reported in all 
of the major newspapers and on TV. However, several 
other districts reported challenges related to their science 
curriculum and textbooks. Like the controversy over the 
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CLAS tests, in this controversy school board members 
have taken on the role of challengers. In another district, 
Citizens for Excellence in Education supported a teacher 
who was described in a news article as, 

. .. a self-proclaimed born-again Christian (who] stayed firm in his 
position that evolution theory is flawed. 

It's the administrators who believe evolution should be taught as 
fact. They're frustrated by my methods and I'm discriminated against 
because of my religion. 

On the opposing side are the scientists and educators 
who uphold the State Science Framework. 

The vast majority of the scientific community considered the debate 
so irrevocably resolved that it's difficult to even get most scientists 
interested in the issue. Challenged on the theory of evolution ... scien
tists act as if we are asking them to defend the fact that the sun 
came up this morning. 

Eugenie Scott, executive director of the National Center for 
Scientific Education in Berkeley (McDonald, 1989, p. Al) . 

Evolution is the central organizing theory of biology and has fun
damental importance in other sciences as well . It is an accepted scien
tific explanation and therefore no more controversial in scientific 
circles than the theories of gravitation and electron flow. (Califor
nia State Science Framework, p.21) 

Teachers should be aware that the theory of evolution has been tested 
and refined over a hundred years and that the majority of criticisms 
that find their way into popularly circulated publications have not 
been validated scientifically; usually, the criticisms have been 
evaluated and rejected by the scientific community .... The par
ticular case of "creation science" (or "scientific creationism") has 
been thoroughly studied by the leading scientific societies and 
rejected as not qualifying as a scientific explanation. (California State 
Science Framework, p. 24) 

Religious Objections to Material Seen as Promoting 
Witchcraft 

A comparison of the books challenged in 1993 with the 
lists from previous years shows that books by well known 
authors such as Blume, Dahl, Bradbury, Steinbeck, Sal
inger, and Twain are challenged again and again over the 
years. Frequently, these books are on the Recommended 
Readings in Literature list that is published by the Cali
fornia State Department of Education. A common theme 
in many of the challenges is religious objections to 
material that is seen as promoting witchcraft or evil. An 
individual who was identified in a newspaper article as 
a member of Concerned American Roman Catholics 
spoke at a school board meeting in support of a challenge 
to The Great Santini: "I'm against all books that are 
devilish and evil and does [sic] not lead children to Jesus 
and into heaven." In a similar manner, Eric Buehrer 
(1990), who was an officer in Robert Simonds' Citizens 
for Excellence in Education, indicated that: 

(continued on page 204) 
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the struggle continues in Fairfax 
The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors eliminated 

the seat July 18 of a library board member who had 
resisted efforts to ban a gay newspaper from county 
libraries (see Newsletter, September 1994, p. 142; July 
1994, p. 105; January 1994, p. 7; July 1993, pp. 101-02). 
The decision could give opponents of the Washington 
Blade, targeted at area homosexuals, a majority on the 
board as it continues the eighteen-month struggle over 
whether the paper should be distributed in libraries. 

Conservatives hailed the vote, calling it a major step 
in their drive to clear out materials they say are intended 
to recruit children to a "homosexual lifestyle." 

"At least we got the one person off of [the library 
board] who has never voted with anything Republicans 
wanted," county Republican Chair D. Patrick Mullins 
said, referring to Linda Hunt, whose seat was eliminated. 

Others said they feared the decision would lead the 
library to ban or limit access to books for political and 
religious reasons. "The conservative right has won a 
major battle," said Library Board Chair Herbert A. 
Doyle, Jr. "The losers are the citizens of Fairfax Coun
ty, who I believe are overwhelmingly in favor of an open, 
free library and opposed to censorship by any group." 

"This is all about the Washington Blade. I think that's 
deplorable," School Board member Letty Fleetwood 
said. The Blade "has given a real foothold to a group 
that has a much broader set of goals, and that's to pass 
judgment on everything in the library. And when they 
get through with the library I assume they'll be looking 
at other things." Indeed, soon after the vote, there were 
signs that the board might adopt more restrictive policies 
(see page 195). 

Democrats blasted Republicans for taking the vote 
when two Democratic supervisors were absent. Five of 
the six Republicans voted to reject a request from a 
Democratic supervisor to delay the vote until she returned 
from vacation. 

The Supervisors had asked the School Board in June 
to nominate a county resident to replace Hunt, whose 
term had expired. But School Board Chair Gary Jones 
told supervisors the board would not nominate anyone 
for the seat for fear of being drawn into the Blade con
troversy. The board later voted not to support Hunt, who 
was allowed under county law to retain her seat until she 
was replaced. When the school board declined to replace 
her, the only way to have her removed was to abolish 
her seat. 

Some Democrats charged that the school board acted 
politically when it refused to either support Hunt or ap
point a new representative. But Jones said he was advised 
by the board attorney that the board could not legally 
nominate a library board appointee. Jones's July 5 let
ter declining to nominate a representative was mailed 
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without approval from some of his fellow board 
members. 

Although the vote gave Republicans on the board a 6-5 
advantage, one Republican member, Joyce D. Andrews, 
has consistently voted against restrictions. Reported 
in: Washington Post, July 19; Washington Times, 
July 19. D 

school library challenges in Oregon 
The following is excerpted from the Seventh Annual 

Report of the Oregon Intellectual Freedom Clear
inghouse. It covers the period from July 1, 1993 to June 
30, 1994. 

The Oregon Intellectual Freedom Clearinghouse 
received information about 34 challenges to library 
materials between July 1, 1993, and June 30, 1994. The 
formats challenged included 25 books, 5 videos, 2 
periodicals, and 2 recordings. Public libraries experienced 
26 of the challenges and school libraries experienced 8 
challenges. Sixteen of the challenged materials were 
designated as children's and young adult materials, and 
18 were materials for adults. In 27 of the 33 challenges, 
library staff, committees, library boards, or school boards 
decided that the challenged materials should be 
retained. In two instances, the decision was made to 
reclassify the materials, and in three instances, materials 
were restricted in use. In one case, the book was replaced 
with a new edition of the same title. Material was removed 
from one library. 

The largest number of objections to library materials 
in 1993-94 focused on sexual themes (other than homosex
uality), and graphic language. These materials were ob
jected to 16 times. There were six challenges based on 
objections to materials containing references to homosex
uality, down substantially from 35 reported in the Sixth 
Annual Report. Stories or illustrations that were con
sidered too scary for children or overly violent were 
challenged five times. The seven challenges reported in 
the "other" category registered objections to the racist 
treatment of Native Americans, a disrespect for children's 
elders or authority, mature content in a picture book, the 
style of parenting demonstrated, teen females' reliance 
on male opinions for validation of self-worth, and the 
format of a translated text that distorts the philosophy 
and rhythm of the original Chinese. There were no 
challenges to materials solely because of perceived occult, 
witchcraft, or satanic references, in contrast to previous 
years. D 
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the war against alternative 
newspapers 

• Last year in Little Rock, Arkansas, the alternative 
newsweekly Spectrum was boycotted because of its 900 
phone numbers and personal ads, which featured open
ly gay and lesbian ads, and forced out of business. 

• In Dayton, Ohio, the Dayton Voice was targeted, 
in part because of the newsweekly's gay and lesbian per
sonal ads, by a religious right group that makes it a habit 
to burn "unacceptable" books every Halloween. 

• In Colorado, one of eight states where sweeping anti
gay legislation has either been passed or is pending voter 
approval, the liberal and conservative readers of the 
Colorado Independent were the targets of a hate mail 
campaign. 

• On July 15, the Sacramento, California chapter of 
the American Family Association managed to intimidate 
the franchisees of sixteen Burger Kings into removing the 
distribution boxes of the Sacramento News & Review 
from their restaurants. 

There are 94 papers currently registered with the 
Association of Alternative Newsweeklies with a combined 
circulation of 5.5 million. In many locales, these papers 
offer the only alternative sources to mainstream news. 
Many of them feature stories about different "lifestyles," 
as well as gay and lesbian personal ads. Because of this, 
the alternative press faces increasing pressure from groups 
that either use existing corporate policy or perceived 
homophobia in individual communities to, in effect, cen
sor the newsweeklies. 

Steve Buel, former editor of the Little Rock Spectrum 
and now editor of the San Jose (California) Metro, knows 
how dangerous these censors can be. Three years ago, 
the Spectrum was attacked by a small group of religious 
activists called the Family Council. 

"We had about two years of circulation and advertis
ing boycott," Buel recalled. "First they attacked our 900 
numbers, so we cleaned them up. They attacked our per
sonal ads. When this happened, we played Michael 
Dukakis. To the extent that we didn't fight back, they 
won every round." 

The Spectrum eventually pulled all of its 900 number 
and personal ads. But the damage had been done. With 
only a few advertisers left by February 1993, Little Rock's 
only alternative newspaper had folded . 

It didn't take things long to turn around, however. 
Three weeks after the Spectrum shut down, Dottie Oliver 
bought the paper and began publishing as the Little Rock 
Free Press - with the 900 numbers and gay and lesbian 
ads. Despite the lingering presence of the Family Coun
cil, she's still publishing. 

"It was only a handful of people who were harassing 
Spectrum," she said. When the paper shut down, she was 
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flooded with calls from businesses offering to distribute 
it. "The whole thing was that they saw what they were 
going to miss - three weeks without Spectrum." 

But the incidents continue: 
• In Fairfax, Virginia, an evangelical Christian mother 

of two becomes a national hero to the religious right by 
attempting to have the Washington Blade, a gay alter
native weekly, thrown out of the library (see page 184). 

• The Honolulu Weekly's distribution boxes are 
removed from the Star Market's Kabala Mall location 
because it isn't a "normal newspaper." Other businesses 
at the mall, irritated with the supermarket's attempt to 
control the press, allow the weekly to distribute from their 
stores. 

• The Austin Chronicle gets kicked out of a local 
supermarket chain after a religious right group claims the 
paper runs ads that encourage immorality. It is allowed 
back in only after widespread reader protest forces the 
chain to capitulate. 

• The Boise Weekly uses the F-word, and a letter cam
paign directed at advertisers convinces Hertz Rent-a-Car 
to drop its ad. 

"It seems kind of ludicrous, but the corporate com
munity seems to have forgotten who their customers are,'' 
commented Bradley Zeve, publisher of Coast Weekly in 
Monterey, California. "McDonald's should have the 
right to distribute the alternative paper if they want." 

In fact, McDonald's is an important link in Coast 
Weekly's distribution chain. But that link was threaten
ed when a group from a small Pacific Grove church pro
tested the paper's cover story on safe sex several years 
ago. "They wrote every single one of our advertisers and 
said they wouldn't shop at anyone who advertised in the 
Coast Weekly," Zeve said, adding that a concentrated 
effort by the paper to reassure its advertisers prevented 
the loss of any contracts. Reported in: Sacramento News 
& Review, August 4. 0 

NEA faces new funding, grants crises 
Congress hasn't even agreed on a new budget for the 

embattled National Endowment for the Arts, but already 
the war over federal arts funding has left new casualties. 
The latest incident happened August 5 when the 
agency's National Council on the Arts overturned grants 
recommended by the NEA photography panels for three 
photographers, even though the council has historically 
approved the peer panel recommendations. 

Significantly, the rejected photographers included 
Andres Serrano, whose 1986 photograph of a crucifix in 
urine, "Piss Christ," touched off an earlier round of cen
sorship battles. Also overturned were fellowships to 
Merry Alpern of New York and Barbara DeGenevieve 
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of Chicago, both of whose work involve sexual themes. 
The council can't turn down grants for political 

reasons, according to the legislation that established the 
NEA, but the funding fracas before Congress was directly 
referred to in the panel's deliberations. In a public discus
sion before the vote, Council member Barbara Grossman 
said, "We hear about the cuts across the board, programs 
having to slash. And I think that we cannot be blind to 
the political reality, either. And I would never, ever, ever 
limit an artist's ability to create. But I think that given 
the volatile times in which we live, we cannot be myopic 
about the reality of funding either." 

"People are trying to save [the NEA] by chopping off 
its extremities," said Andy Grund berg, chair of the 
photography panel that recommended Serrano. The 
photography panel sent a letter of protest to NEA Chair 
Jane Alexander, although she does not have the authori
ty to overturn the council's decision. 

The controversy came as arts organizations responded 
to the Senate's threat to slice 50/o from the agency's $171 
million budget. The three programs that fund perfor
mance art and photography, the bane of the Endow
ment's critics, are targeted for 400/o cuts. The House had 
passed a 20/o cut (see Newsletter, September 1994, p. 141) 
and a compromise was expected from a conference com
mittee. Reported in: Los Angeles Times, August 11. D 

censorship issues surround 
PBS chief 

Making his debut July 26 before the semi-annual con
vention of the nation's television writers and critics, 
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) President Ervin S. 
Duggan said he brought a message of "feistiness" and 
"optimism" about the non-commercial network he has 
headed for nearly half a year. But he quickly ran into 
a barrage of questions that seemed to imply PBS was cen
soring controversial content. 

Duggan, a former FCC commissioner who had been 
a speech writer for Lyndon Johnson, responded that he 
was "hot under the collar" about charges of censorship, 
that it was "debasing the language" to use that word, 
and that anyone suggesting PBS would delete material 
because it was controversial is "trying to gull you." 

Outside the meeting, however, a group called Coali
tion vs. PBS Censorship distributed material attacking 
PBS for not airing "Defending Our Lives," a 30-minute 
film about domestic violence that won this year's Oscar 
for short documentary, and "The Fire This Time," a film 
about the 1992 Los Angeles riots. 

In a letter to Jennifer Lawson, executive vice president 
for programming, more than a hundred organizations 
and individuals asked: "Are battered women only sup
posed to be heard in sound bites edited by others? Is it 
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a violation of your guidelines for them to participate in 
shaping the debate?" 

Duggan indicated that the domestic violence film 
violated "editorial guidelines" because the material was 
prepared by groups involved in the issue of battered 
women. As for the riot film, Duggan said similar material 
was covered on PBS by "Frontline." When producer 
Randy Holland, who attended the press conference, said 
his riot documentary covered areas that had not been 
dealt with, Duggan asserted PBS's own First Amendment 
right to make "editorial decisions." 

The most persistent questioning centered on PBS's 
failure to fund a sequel for Armisted Maupin's Emmy
nominated series "Tales of the City." Duggan said it was 
all "economics," noting that the original "Tales" cost 
between $150,000 and $200,000 and that a sequel was 
going to be ten times that. Reported in: Los Angeles 
Times, July 27. D 

mailbag 
To the Editor, 

As one of the few libraries that had the guts to pur
chase Madonna's Sex and maintain its accessibility for 
all, including minors, I was shocked to see the entry in 
your November 1993 issue of Newsletter on Intellectual 
Freedom (p. 179) - and the entry in the Banned Book 
Week Resource Book (p. 9). Contrary to the AP wire 
story, our Library Board resisted strong public and 
political pressure to withdraw this title by reaffirming 
adherence to the Library Bill of Rights and Access to 
Minors policy. At no time has this book or any book been 
restricted for any of our customers (adult or minor). We 
lost a Board member in retaliation for this stance, but 
we protected access to the entire collection and the col
lection of the future in exchange. 

It has been a difficult road to walk for the staff and 
the board. We found that while we were discussing in
tellectual freedom, they were talking about pornography. 
No wonder very little progress was made in these discus
sions. The only good thing that happened is that it gave 
the community a chance to consider the broader issue of 
intellectual freedom - and how often does that happen? 

I remain shocked at how many libraries side-stepped 
this tough issue by not purchasing the book. I remain even 
more shocked by the blocks to access instituted by many 
of the libraries that did buy it. How many libraries 
really prevailed on full access to their collection after 
obtaining Madonna's Sex? It feels lonely out here folks! 

Peg Bredeson 
Library Director 
Beloit Public Library (WI) 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 
Kenai, Alaska 

The Board of Education in Kenai, Alaska, removed 
Utne Reader from the magazine racks of the Nikiski 
Junior-Senior High School library after several parents 
and a school board member complained about the 
magazine, calling it "trash" that "seems to be promoting 
homosexuality and abortion." In a 6-1 vote, the board 
decided to leave Utne Reader on display at Skyview and 
Homer High Schools, but to keep it behind the counter 
at Nikiski Junior-Senior High. Reported in: Utne Reader, 
September / October 1994. 

Chandler, Arizona 
A couple's wish to have three books about homosex

uality moved from the children's section to another area 
of the Chandler Public Library met with strong opposi
tion from members of the gay community August 10. 
Tom and Merrill Bauer spoke before the Chandler 
Library Board during a scheduled public appearance. The 
board made no decision because no formal complaint had 
yet been filed. 

In April, library officials received a citizen complaint 
about Gloria Goes to Gay Pride being in the children's 
section. After reviewing the book, officials decided to 
keep it in the children's section. 

The Bauers said they were worried that their children 
would be able to pull Gloria Goes to Gay Pride, Heather 
Has Two Mommies, by Leslea Newman, and Daddy's 
Roommate, by Michael Willhoite, off the shelf without 
their permission. 

"The library has decided when I will address that issue, 
where I will address that issue and how I will address that 
issue," Merrill Bauer told board members. "My rights 
as a parent are violated when my children pull the book 
off that shelf." 

November 1994 

Bunny Tarquinio, a member of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, said people should not be 
afraid to let their children read about different lifestyles. 

"A book is nothing to fear," she said. "A book is an 
opportunity to broaden our horizons, learn about diver
sity, people, places, cultures, and ideas that are different 
than your own. Books should never be feared, but 
celebrated and encouraged." Reported in: Chandler 
Tribune, August 11. 

Gainesville, Georgia 
Members of a committee that will recommend whether 

to keep two controversial books at the Chestatee Regional 
Library said September I that they wanted to read the 
books before making a decision. The committee also 
decided to hold a public hearing before making recom
mendations to the library board. 

The books under scrutiny were Women on Top, best
selling author Nancy Friday's book about women's sex
ual fantasies, and Will the Nurse Make Me Take My 
Underwear Off?, a book for middle school students writ
ten in the form of a diary of a 14-year-old boy. After 
an internal review, library director Diane Bronson had 
recommended to the committee that the books remain 
in the library. "We don't throw away books that are in 
demand," she said. Reported in: Gainesville Times, 
September 2. 

Gwinnett County, Georgia 
On August 8, Gwinnett/Forsyth Regional Library 

Director JoAnn Pinder recommended that the sex educa
tion book, What is a Girl? What is a Boy?, by Stephanie 
Waxman, be placed in a special non-fiction section where 
an adult must request it for a child. A group of parents 
complained that the book is not appropriate for young 
children and should be removed from the three-foot 
bookshelves in the children's section. 

"We are trying to monitor our children's reading to 
make sure that there is nothing offensive that they can 
just pull off the shelves," said Joyce Marusich, who 
spearheaded the protest. The book, which in large, bold 
type explains that "Every boy has a penis and testicles" 
and that "every girl has a vulva and a vagina," also has 
black-and-white photos of naked children and adults. 

"As an adult, I don't make a habit to view naked 
women, and I was embarrassed by the nude woman in 
the back of the book. If I felt embarrassed, surely I 
wouldn't want my children to see that," said parent Floyd 
Shackelford. Reported in: Atlanta Constitution, July 28. 

Oconee County, Georgia 
The controversy over nine books by suspense writer 

V.C. Andrews, which helped prompt an ill-fated and 
highly controversial attempt to purge county school 

187 



libraries of "sexually explicit and/ or pornographic" 
materials (see page 200 and Newsletter, September 1994, 
p. 145-46), came to a conclusion September 12 when the 
school board gave final approval to a series of recom
mendations from two review committees and Superinten
dent Debra Harden. 

On August 20, the first review committee voted 
unanimously to recommend to Harden the removal of 
seven of the nine Andrews works challenged by parents 
Geoff and Connie Rushing. The couple challenged the 
books in May, after their teenage daughter checked out 
an Andrews book from the library. 

The twenty-member committee agreed August 19 to 
recommend the removal of Dawn, Petals on the Wind, 
Seeds of Yesterday, Dark Angel, Flowers in the Attic, 
Twilight's Child, and Darkest Hour. The committee 
decided to reevaluate My Sweet Audrina because the sub
committee assigned to read it could not reach agreement. 
By a split vote, the committee said Garden of Shadows 
could remain on the shelves . 

Superintendent Harden accepted the recommendations 
as well as a later revised recommendation to remove My 
Sweet Audrina. Harden also urged the school board to 
place Garden of Shadows on the restricted access so that 
students could check it out only with parental permission. 

The committee offered a variety of carefully worded 
reasons for recommending removal, ranging from "not 
offering guidance for young readers" to leaving "the 
adolescent reader with a sense of helplessness and 
hopelessness since no solutions are offered." 

Opponents of the removals were disturbed by the fact 
that no committee votes on any of the books were made 
publicly. "If they're afraid to vote publicly, they should 
get off the committee," said Peggy Holcomb, a founder 
of Resolving Educational Adversity Diplomatically 
(READ). Reported in: Atlanta Journal & Constitution, 
August 18, 20, 23, 30, September 13; Athens Daily News, 
August 20, 23, September 2. 

Mokena, Illinois 
A Mokena woman charged that her freedom of speech 

was violated when her display about adoption was 
removed from the Mokena Community Public Library. 
Rose Beushausen was given permission to post her 
material in the library's window display August 30, but 
three days later was told the library administrator had 
ordered the display removed because it was too 
controversial. 

"We do not display matters on political or legislative 
issues," administrator Gwen Davis said . The display in
cluded newspaper and magazine clippings about 
celebrated adoption controversies and a photo of Gov. 
Jim Edgar signing amendments to the Illinois Adoption 
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Act which resulted from dissatisfaction with those cases. 
The display is operated by the Friends of the Library and 
was approved by that group after Beushausen described 
it over the telephone. Reported in: Frankfort .Star, 
September 11. 

St. Joseph, Missouri 
If the River Bluffs Regional Library Board had any 

doubt about the controversy a sex manual for gays had 
created, it was wiped away at a public meeting attended 
by 150 people September 15 . The meeting was held to 
get public input about a petition urging the removal of 
The New Joy of Gay Sex and similar books from the 
library. 

The controversy began after patron Al Green Sr. 
removed a copy of the book from the library and refused 
to return it, submitting instead a petition with 700 
signatures calling for its permanent removal. 

"I can't tolerate that you would make [this book] 
available to our children," said Floyd Auxier. "The book 
we can shred, but what can we do to the director that 
allowed it in?" 

"I consider the library a part of a learning institution 
and I was appalled to think this book could be available 
to our children," echoed Lawrence Krull. "I believe this 
book to be pornography." 

The library added the book to its collection after 
members of the community requested it, explained library 
director Dorothy Elliott. "This particular title was never 
intended to be used by children; it is for adults only, " 
she added. "There are clearly other materials in the 
library that are not intended for children. Our experience 
is that children don't check this material out." 

A minority at the meeting defended the book. It's my 
right and everyone else's to determine if I and my kids 
can read it," said Christian Ogi. "There is not one per
son in this room that is going to be shackled and dragged 
to the shelves to read this book." 

Melinda Smith, a student at Northwest Missouri State 
University, agreed. "I understand fears that children 
might get to the book, and we need to make sure that 
doesn't happen," she said. "But for adults, access to the 
book is a constitutional right. If you don't like the book, 
don't read it. The books don't impose themselves upon 
you, you stand among them and choose." Reported in: 
St. Joseph News-Press, September 16. 

Bedford, Texas 
Hans Christian Andersen's The Little Mermaid has 

always been popular, but a 1989 edition featuring illustra
tions of nude mermaids raised at least one parent's 
eyebrows in Bedford. The edition, published by Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, features five illustration that show the 
bare breasts of the mythical creatures. 
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Parent Tom Engle, an attorney, argued in a complaint 
filed with the school district in January that the edition 
was pornographic. "I guess my first reaction was shock," 
he said. "I didn't think it had any place in an elemen
tary school.'' 

Engle's challenge was the second the district received 
about the book. The first, raised in 1991, was rejected 
by the school committee. Engle said his daughter, then 
in kindergarten, showed him in the book, saying, "I 
shouldn't be reading this." · 

In April, Engle took his complaint to the district's 
media review committee and asked that the book not be 
made available to elementary school students or that the 
district let parents know the library contains books with 
nude pictures. Although in his presentation, Engle 
focused on nudity, his complaint also charged that the 
book also contained "satanic pictures." 

The committee unanimously rejected Engle's com
plaint, and in July he appealed to the school board. 
Reported in: Mid Cities News, July 26. 

Weslaco, Texas 
A librarian labeled as "too liberal" resigned this sum

mer after city officials criticized her for putting shock per
sonality Howard Stern's book, Private Parts, on the 
shelves. Pam Antonelli declined to explain her resigna
tion. The ACLU threatened to take the city to court to 
put the book back in the library. 

Antonelli had come under fire several times from the 
city commission and conservative church groups for her 
choice of books. A petition, with more than 300 
signatures, was presented to city officials asking them to 
more closely monitor what books the library purchases. 
Reported in: San Antonio Express-News, August 5. 

schools 
Hamden, Connecticut 

As the mother of a girl about to enter Hamden Mid
dle School, Mercy Scafariello did not like the current 
school board-approved summer reading list. One book 
in particular she called "nothing more than pornographic 
smut." 

"I was shocked when I saw the kind of trash the school 
system was trying to pass off as children's literature," 
she said. "My god, this is the kind of thing you find in 
an X-rated bookstore!" 

The book that most upset Scafariello was Just Friends, 
by Norma Klein, the story of a young girl's coming of 
age. She said that by just scanning through it, she found 
a two-page graphic description of a sexual encounter. 
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"There's no mention that the book contains graphic sex 
and language, nor a warning label," she said. "As a 
parent, I don't think 11-and 12-year old boys and girls 
should be reading that kind of trash. Isn't it the job of 
the board and the school administration to screen these 
books?" The other works are tame by comparison, she 
said, although the language in Taming the Star Runner 
was too explicit. 

Incoming seventh-graders were supposed to read two 
novels on the 22-book list and write reports for their 
English classes. 

Scafariello lodged a complaint about the list, and Just 
Friends in particular, with Joe Cristiano, acting assistant 
superintendent for curriculum. Cristiano, she said, 
assured her that the next year's list would include a paren
tal advisory on books with sexual references or poten
tially objectionable language. Reported in: New Haven 
Register, July 29. 

Louisville, Kentucky 
Central High School temporarily banned William 

Faulkner's classic novel As I Lay Dying in September. 
Parent Sandra Miller complained that the book uses pro
fanity and questions God. Reported in: USA Today, 
September 14. 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
A Hattiesburg High School drama production slated 

for state competition was killed by school officials after 
the families of two students complained about its 
homosexual content. Michael Marks, adviser for the 
drama club, said August 18 he agreed to pull Falsetto/and 
after he was told it violated state law. · 

"It is a form of censorship and it discourages academic 
growth," Marks said. "This was a play for accelerated 
actors in a national competition. It was not something 
I would have suggested for a regular performance." 

The play, by William Finn, is about a Jewish family 
that is torn apart after the father realizes his homosex
uality and takes a male lover . His marriage ends in 
divorce. In the final scenes, the father 's lover is diagnosed 
with AIDS and the characters rally around in support. 

The play was scheduled as a contender in the annual 
Drama Fest at the University of Southern Mississippi. 
But, after hearing of the play's content, two Hattiesburg 
families complained it violated state laws forbidding 
minors exposure to sexually explicit material. In a letter 
to school administrators, the parents, Robert and 
Katherine Holliman and the Rev. David and Andrea 
Jussely, demanded the play be stopped and future pro
ductions be subject to scrutiny. 

"We believe that it is inappropriate for students to play 
the parts of homosexual characters in a public forum, " 
said Andrea Jussely. "We believe, and public reviews of 
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the play confirm, that this is a gay agenda production 
rather than an AIDS-awareness production." 

Hattiesburg schools Superintendent Gordon Walker 
responded with a letter acknowledging the production 
would violate state law. "Based solely upon this [legal] 
advice, I have directed that the play be canceled," he 
wrote. 

Drama students and their parents were angered by the 
decision. "The biggest thing I resent is that a couple of 
families question my parents' judgments about the things 
I do in high school," said Joey Hood. 

"The play does have a mature subject matter; however, 
I view it as a play that dealt with families in crisis," said 
parent Tracy Williams. "I support the process by which 
the play was approved, and I support Mr. Marks." 

In keeping with school policy, a five-member panel of 
parents and school administrators approved the play for 
production. "In all my 17 years of teaching I would never 
have dreamed that somebody would accuse me of doing 
something in poor taste," said Marks. "I have too much 
respect for this town and this state to put trash on the 
stage." 

Asked if he thought the play's content would harm the 
community, Marks said no. "In everything I teach we 
learn that the theater examines life," he said. "If you 
hold up a mirror you don't always like what you see. But 
by putting the mirror down, it doesn't make it go away. 
We just want people to look at life and form their 
own opinions." Reported in: Jackson Clarion-Ledger, 
August 19. 

Hudson Falls, New York 
A school superintendent agreed September 13 totem

porarily suspend use of three novels in the ninth grade 
while a group of parents seeks to remove them per
manently. The Hudson Falls school board established a 
committee to review the parents' complaints and make 
a recommendation to Superintendent John G. Zeis. 

The parents objected to the required reading of Boy's 
Life, by Robert R. McCammon; The Chocolate War, by 
Robert Cormier; and Go Tell It On the Mountain, by 
James Baldwin. Bruce Van Guilder said his group 
represented about half the parents of about twenty 
students in the ninth-grade advanced placement English 
course. 

"We're not doing the book-burning thing," he said. 
"We probably would have no problem with the books 
being in the school library. But when it's assigned reading, 
that's entirely different." The group claimed the books 
have recurring themes of rape, masturbation, violence 
and degrading treatment of women. Reported in: 
Cortland Standard, September 14. 
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Palmyra, Pennsylvania 
Complaints from parents about an award-winning 

book on September l prompted the Palmyra Area School 
Board to remove the paperback from classes until it can 
be reviewed by the curriculum committee. Parent Patricia 
Hommel filed a formal complaint in late August object
ing to profanity and violence in the book. 

Board member Edwin Hostetter recommended that My 
Brother Sam Is Dead, by Christopher and James Lincoln 
Collier, be removed from use in a middle school language 
arts class. He said the book, which won a Newberry 
Honor Medal in 1974, was not approved by the school 
board before being purchased for classroom use. The 
school district code requires the board to approve all 
textbooks. Some board members, however, questioned 
whether the paperback novel should be considered a 
textbook. 

My Brother Sam Is Dead is a fictional account of a 
family torn apart by the Revolutionary War. There is 
some profanity and a number of violent scenes. Reported 
in: Harrisburg Evening News, September 2. 

television 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Cathy Corby was shocked when her 9-year-old son 
walked into the kitchen and asked her the meaning of 
a sexually explicit phrase. "He asked me what oral sex 
was. I asked him where did he hear about that, and he 
said he heard it on Jerry Falwell's show on television," 
she said. 

Corby cleared the children out of the room and 
watched as Falwell described sexually explicit material 
while making accusations against President Clinton. Mrs. 
Corby, her husband, Michael, their two children, and 
eight friends picketed NBC affiliate WTL V-TV August 
14 to protest what they called a political show mas
querading under the guise of religion. 

The next day station president and general manager 
Ken Tonning pulled Falwell's "Old Time Gospel Hour" 
until early September and said he would cancel the show 
if it continues to be more political than religious. 

"I spoke with Falwell's people and they told me that 
the shows are going to remain political" until September 
4, Tonning said. "Between now and then, we are going 
to show reruns or find another show to fill Falwell's slot. 
If the shows change, we will begin airing them again." 

Station officials said they had received other complaints 
about the program. Falwell's remark about oral sex came 
during a discussion of sexual harassment allegations by 
former Arkansas state worker Paula Jones when 
Clinton was governor. Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, 
August 17. 
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Pocatello, Idaho 
Harry Neuhardt, general manager of KPVI-TV is an 

influential figure in Pocatello. He determines what 
Pocatellans can watch on his station - and he won't let 
them watch Roseanne Arnold kiss a woman. For the se
cond time, Neuhardt pulled an episode of the popular 
sitcom "Roseanne" because it featured a kiss between 
the main character and actress Mariel Hemingway. The 
rerun aired nationally July 12. 

KPVI, as well as sister stations in Twin Falls and 
Jackson, Wyoming - all owned by Ambassador Media 
- were the only three of 217 ABC affiliates to pull the 
episode. 

"We reserve the right to determine what goes on the 
TV, the same way the newspaper determines what goes 
in the paper," Neuhardt explained. Reported in: Idaho 
State Journal, July 14. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Baton Rouge television stations this summer rejected 

a series of health-care commercials sponsored by a 
national coalition of consumer and labor groups. The 
commercials criticized Pizza Hut, a major advertiser. 

Louisiana was one of twelve states where the Health 
Care Reform Project tried to run the ads, according to 
the Louisiana Health Care Campaign, a member of the 
project. The ads claimed that Pizza Hut helps pay for 
health insurance for workers in Germany and Japan, but 
has fought proposals to make it do the same in the U.S. 

"Apparently they have had problems just about 
everywhere," said Barr Erin of Louisiana Health Care 
Campaign. "The television stations are not rejecting 
them. It's more likely they are not accepting them." Erin 
said Health Care Reform Project officials say stations 
nationwide believe if they run commercials, PepsiCo, the 
parent of Pizza Hut, might pull future advertising. 
PepsiCo is one of the five largest advertisers in the United 
States. Reported in: Baton Rouge Advocate, July 29. 

art 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

The Angel of Victory is a mythological figure depicted 
through the ages as a fierce, bare-breasted woman. But 
when she makes an appearance in Fort Lauderdale, she 
may have to don a top. That was the recommendation 
of the city's Parks, Recreation & Beaches Advisory 
Board, which sought changes in a mosaic mural honor
ing Broward County's war dead. 

"There was some concern that the Angel of Victory 
was not as modest as Broward community standards re
quire," parks board Chair Albert Massey said. The mural 
was being assembled in Italy by artist Enzo Gallo. 
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Board members looked at an artist's rendering of the 
mural and "took exception to the attire of the angel," 
according to the board's minutes. Board members also 
recommend that "an appropriate racial and gender mix" 
be included among the soldiers and sailors depicted beside 
the angel's flaming chariot. 

The recommendation was considered by the City Com
mission September 7, which decided that the troops 
should include a black soldier. But the Commission split 
2-2 on the toplessness issue, and the question was put off 
until an absent commissioner returned from vacation. 

The board's recommendations flabbergasted veteran 
Richard Winer, who raised money for years to pay for 
a memorial to those in Broward who died in combat. 
"Nobody's done a thing about Broward's war dead and 
now, when somebody does go to the trouble, it's not 
enough," Winer said. "No matter what you put down 
there, you're going to offend somebody." 

Winer said he and Gallo had agreed to clothe the angel 
and add people of color to the mural if asked to do so. 
But Winer said he would draw the line at adding women. 
"There were no women war dead from Broward," he 
said. Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, September 4. 

San Antonio, Texas 
Sculptures of genitalia. A painting of an angel having 

intercourse on an altar. Madonna's next book? Try the 
latest exhibit in an art gallery run by Roman Catholic 
nuns. The exhibit of works by Houston artist Donell Hill, 
titled "Spiritual, Sensual, Sexual," opened September 12 
at a renovated barn called the Center for Spirituality and 
Art. The next day it was shut down for review by the 
religious order that operates the gallery. 

"We apologize for any confusion or hurt that the com
munity has felt," said Edna Perez-Vega of the Sisters of 
Charity of the Incarnate. The order received about a hun
dred angry phone calls protesting the exhibit before the 
decision was made. Archbishop Patrick Flores himself 
said he was "highly offended, insulted and hurt at this 
'art' being exhibited under the umbrella of the works of 
the Sisters of Charity." 

Among the works were flesh-colored clay sculptures 
of genitalia in flowerlike formations, and oil paintings 
depicting sexual intercourse. One painting, "Initiation," 
depicted an angel having intercourse at an altar. 

Sister Alice Holden, the gallery's director, said she 
prayed before the exhibit went up and decided the work 
should be shown because "sexuality is a tremendous gift 
from God. I am very much opposed to pornography," 
she continued. "Yet, I do not believe [this exhibit] is por
nography. It's a sacred rendition of the beauty of sex
uality." Reported in: Chicago Tribune, September 14. 
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foreign 
Ottawa, Canada 

A Canadian government official banned the import of 
an issue of Penthouse Comix unless six explicit scenes 
were removed or modified. Penthouse Comix is an adults
only comic featuring "erotic adventure stories in a 
satirical environment." The first issue was exported to 
Canada earlier in the year without problems, but the 
publisher was told that the second issue contained "areas 
of concern" dealing with subjugation and other sexual 
themes found to be in violation of Canadian Tariff Code 
9956. Reported in: Comics Buyer's Guide, September 2. 

Vancouver, Canada 
Canadian customs once again seized shipments of 

books intended for a gay and lesbian bookstore on suspi
cion that they contained obscene material. Janine Fuller, 
manager of Little Sister's Book and Art Emporium in 
Vancouver, said Customs confiscated 49 copies of ten dif
ferent books in August. Three of the ten books had sex
ual content, like Macho Sluts, but Little Sister's and other 
stores had carried all three for years. The other titles 
included a children's book, Belinda's Bouquet, a 
biography of Noel Coward, and the letters of poets Byron 
and Shelley. Reported in: In Step, September 15. 

Gaza City, Gaza Strip 
In the first incident of media censorship in autonomous 

Palestinian areas, PLO police banned distribution of a 
pro-Jordan newspaper July 29. The ban came after the 
paper, An-Nahar, failed to highlight Yasir Arafat's 
objections to a clause about Jerusalem in the peace 
declaration signed by Israel and Jordan. 

The declaration gives Jordan a role in administering 
Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem, and Palestinians are afraid 
that could hurt their chances to win control over East 
Jerusalem from Israel and make it capital of a future 
state. 

The ban drew protests from Hanan Ashrawi, the 
former peace delegation spokeswoman who now heads 
a Palestinian civil rights commission. "We cannot accept 
a collective punitive measure that suppresses publication 
or distribution of a paper," she said. "Freedom of ex
pression and the press must be respected." 

Yasir Abed Rabbo, culture minister for the autonomy 
government and a close Arafat aide, said the ban was 
unauthorized and that he would cancel it. "We do not 
approve of it, whether banning the paper or confiscating 
it. Freedom of the press is sacred," Rabbo declared. 

In a July 16 meeting with Palestinian journalists, PLO 
head Arafat had promised to respect freedom of expres
sion, but warned he would not permit the Palestinian 
press to be "fed by imported ideas or bought by Arab, 
Western, or Asian countries." Reported in: Philadelphia 
Inquirer, July 29. 
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New Delhi, India 
India's film censors began a crackdown this summer 

after a recent wave of blockbuster movies from India's 
film industry in Bombay that enraged women, social 
workers, and political clans. "The guidelines were already 
there, but their implementation was not being done in 
the correct way,'' said Shakti Samant, chair of the Cen
sor Board for Film Classification. 

Bombay produces more than 300 movies every year, 
most of which follow a staple formula of drugs, sex and 
violence, and include at least six songs and dances. Critics 
charge the dances are becoming increasingly risque. 
Reported in: Kansas City Star, August 28. D 
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.---from the bench--. 

U.S. Supreme Court 
Acting on a libel suit against the New York Times, the 

Supreme Court at its opening session October 3 let stand 
a ruling in favor of the newspaper that gave a book review 
wider legal latitude than that given to a news article. The 
Court's decision against reviewing the case of Moldea v. 
N. Y. Times meant the end of efforts to recover damages 
by author Dan Moldea who contended that he was libeled 
in a review of his book, Interference: How Organized 
Crime Influences Professional Football, in the Times 
Book Review section in 1989. The review described the 
book as "sloppy journalism." 

The decision, which came without comment, let stand 
an opinion in May by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit (see Newsletter, July 1994, 
p. 124). The case attracted attention when the appeals 
court first ruled for Moldea in February and then reversed 
itself and ruled for the Times in May. 

In the revised ruling, the three-judge appeals panel said 
a plaintiff could sue a reviewer for libel only if the 
reviewer's statements were "insupportable by reference 
to the written work;" for instance, if a review criticized 
an author for saying something in a book that the author 
did not say. 

Moldea, who claimed the review had damaged his stan
ding as a journalist, said he was distressed that the high 
court had failed "to make opinion writers accountable 
for what they publish, just like news reporters." Reported 
in: New York Times, October 4. 
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church and state 
Detroit, Michigan 

Bloomingdale High School must remove a portrait of 
Jesus, a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit ruled unanimously September 6. The 2-by-3 foot 
print of Warner Sallman's "Head of Christ" had hung 
for thirty years in the public high school's main hall. Eric 
Pensinger, a former Bloomingdale student, filed suit 
against it in 1992. 

Pensinger, an agnostic, said the portrait sends the 
message that there's something wrong with people who 
don't follow the Christian religion. Removing the 
portrait is "not censorship," he said. "It's not a ques
tion of what other people say is right. It's what is right." 
Pensinger was a senior when he filed the lawsuit; he 
graduated in 1993 and now works full-time at a metal 
factory. 

The picture has been covered by a red-and-white cloth, 
the school colors, since U.S. District Court Judge 
Benjamin Gibson in Grand Rapids ruled its display an 
unconstitutional violation of the separation of church and 
state, and ordered it removed in February, 1993. The 
three-judge appellate panel agreed with Gibson. The court 
said the portrait failed all three prongs of the Lemon test 
devised by the U.S. Supreme Court to determine the 
acceptability of government involvement in religion. 
According to Lemon, religious items are permissibly 
displayed in public settings if they have a secular purpose, 
do not inhibit or advance religion, and don't entangle 
government with religion. 

"The portrait is moving for many of us brought up 
in the Christian faith," wrote Judge Gilbert Merritt for 
the panel, "but that is the problem. The school has not 
come up with a secular purpose. The portrait advances 
religion. Its display entangles government with religion." 
Reported in: Detroit Free Press, September 7. 

Ladue, Missouri 
The Ladue school district's use-of-premises policy, 

which closed the district's facilities between 3 and 6 p.m. 
on school days to all community groups except for the 
Boy and Girl Scouts and athletic groups, did not serve 
any compelling governmental interest and violate a 
religious club's First Amendment rights, a panel of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ruled July 
12. 

Writing for the panel, Judge Frank J. Magill said the 
subject matter for which the religious club sought access 
was already included in the forum provided by the school, 
as evidenced by the Scouts' speech. Moreover, he 
asserted, the government violates the First Amendment 
when it denies access to a speaker solely to suppress the 
point of view he espouses on an otherwise includable 
subject. 
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Second, Judge Magill noted, the club had 
demonstrated that it had a specific viewpoint - a 
religious one ·_ regarding moral character and youth 
development. The only reason for denying access to the 
club's point of view, while allowing it for the Scouts, was 
religious. 

In response, the district claimed that the denial served 
a compelling government interest of avoiding an 
Establishment Clause violation. However, the court 
found that a previous policy, amended in 1986 and under 
which the religious club had received facilities, did not 
violate the Establishment Clause. Reported in: West's 
Federal Case News, July 29; U.S. Law Week, August 2. 

student press 
Trenton, New Jersey 

The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled unanimously 
September 22 that a Gloucester County junior high school 
principal erred in 1988 when he barred a student's movie 
reviews from appearing in the school newspaper. 
However, the justices were divided over the larger ques
tion of what censorship power schools hold over their 
students. 

The case involved Brien Desilets who, while in the 
eighth grade, submitted capsule reviews of two R-rated 
movies to the Clearview Junior High School newspaper. 
The reviews recommended the films, Mississippi Burn
ing and Rain Man, to fellow students. The faculty 
adviser had approved the reviews, but Principal Charles 
Bishop cut them without consulting Desilets or the 
adviser. The school's attorneys argued that a district 
publication should not encourage students to see R-rated 
films, which those under 17 can not see without an adult. 

Desilets, supported by the ACLU, won at every judicial 
level, but at each level the opinions were different. A 
Superior Court judge ruled in 1991 that the school had 
overstepped its bounds under the New Jersey Constitu
tion. A state appeals court in 1993 ruled that the judge 
was wrong to cite the state constitution, but then con
cluded Desilets was protected under the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. 

At the Supreme Court level, Chief Justice Robert 
Wilentz joined in an opinion by Associate Justice Stewart 
Pollock that said Desilets deserved to win the case, but 
the court majority was making things too difficult for 
school officials. Pollock's opinion said public school 
districts can censor reviews about R-rated movies, since 
children of that age are not supposed to attend such 
movies alone, but only if districts provide more clearly 
written policies. "We have no reason to consider the state 
constitutional claims," the court said. Reported in: 
Philadelphia Inquirer, September 23. 
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cameras in court 
Washington, D.C. 

The federal courts' policy-making group, refusing to 
join in a widespread trend in the state courts, voted 
September 20 to keep a longstanding ban on television 
and radio broadcasts of trials and appeals hearings. The 
vote by the U.S. Judicial Conference also ended a limited 
experiment in the broadcasting of federal trials. 

By a margin of about 2-1 the Conference turned down 
a committee's proposal to allow cameras and tape 
recorders into civil cases in every federal district court 
and in all the U.S. Court of Appeals. Then, by a voice 
vote with no apparent dissent, the Conference rejected 
a plea by another committee that it abolish the rule 
against any cameras or tape recorders in federal criminal 
cases. The conference actions are not binding on the 
Supreme Court, but the justices have shown no interest 
in opening their hearings to broadcast. 

Timothy B. Dyk, a Washington attorney who has 
worked for ten years in the campaign to open up the 
courts to the broadcast media, said the vote "really means 
that for some time to come, the federal courts are going 
to be closed to cameras while the vast majority of states 
are open." Some 47 states now allow some form of 
camera coverage in courts. 

The Conference, made up of 26 top-ranking federal 
judges plus Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist, had 
allowed a modest experiment with broadcasting to go on 
in recent years in six federal trial courts and two appeals 
courts. Reported in: Philadelphia Inquirer, September 21. 

publishing 
Los Angeles, California 

In a preliminary victory for the small Florida-based 
press Lifetime Books, Inc., a Los Angeles District Court 
judge lifted a temporary restraining order prohibiting 
publication of Herbert L. Becker's All the Secrets of 
Magic Revealed. World-famous magician David Copper
field had filed a multi-million dollar lawsuit against 
Lifetime and the author, apparently because the book 
illustrates the secret workings of his best-known illusions. 
The book had been delayed from a September release, 
but publisher Donald Lessne said he hoped to deliver it 
to stores in November. 

According to Lifetime's attorney, Nora Cannon, 
Copperfield charged that the author stole trade secrets 
by writing about his illusions. The publisher maintained, 
however, that Becker "reverse-engineered" the tricks, 
figuring them out on his own. Cannon said Copperfield 
might continue the fight after the book is published, 

(continued on page 209) 
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1s it legal? 

libraries 
Fairfax, Virginia 

The Fairfax County Library Board voted September 
14 to consider collecting all "adult-oriented" library 
material into special areas that would be off-limits to 
unaccompanied minors. Within days, however, the 
county Board of Supervisors urged the library board to 
reject the proposal and at least seven of the eleven library 
board members voiced opposition to the proposal, in
cluding one board member who originally voted for it. 

Despite protests by about a hundred demonstrators, 
the board originally voted 5-4 for a proposal to have the 
board's policy committee study whether minors should 
be prohibited from viewing books that glorify violence 
or promote sex, the occult, abortions or a homosexual 
lifestyle unless their parents or guardians are with them. 
The proposal was made by Robert J. Savage, a conser
vative board member. Two board members were absent. 

Over the last two years the Library Board has three 
times rejected motions to ban or limit access to the gay
oriented Washington Blade newspaper, distributed free 
in the county's 22 libraries since late 1992 (see page 184 
and Newsletter, July 1993, pp. 101-02, January 1994, p. 
7; July 1994, p. 105; September 1994, p. 142). Conser
vative activists, led by Karen Jo Gounaud, argued the 
paper encourages children to pursue an immoral and 
unhealthy lifestyle. 

Earlier this summer, responding to pressure, the 
county's Board of Supervisors eliminated the seat of one 
Library Board member who had consistently voted 
against restrictions on the newspaper. Two other board 
members who have voted against restrictions were absent 
September 14, thus giving the conservatives a potential 
majority. 

November 1994 

"Many laws, whether they be for child support, voting, 
legal purchase and consumption of alcoholic beverages, 
operating a motor vehicle, even admission to movie 
theaters," are based on age, Savage said in defense of 
the proposal. "We would be shirking our duty to all our 
citizens if we continue to shy away from this issue." 

Savage's proposal did not specify who would choose 
what books would be restricted. He provided no examples 
of books that he would consider, but he said classic 
literature would remain in the general collection. If given 
final approval, the measure would be one of the most 
restrictive in the country. 

Karen Gounaud said the proposed policy would help 
parents and would not constitute censorship because 
"people can still go in the bookstores, anywhere they 
want" to buy books on controversial topics. Gounaud 
said that all of the library's more than two hundred books 
on sexuality should go in the restricted section. She also 
said that nearly all of Stephen King's novels, for 
examples, would be forbidden to those under 18. 

By contrast, Savage said he favored sequestering "a 
finite number of items on certain hot-button topics, such 
as abortion and homosexuality. 

Fairfax Library Board Chair Herbert A. Doyle Jr. 
opposed Savage's proposal, saying it would violate the 
library's basic mission and its adherence to the Library 
Bill of Rights. "Libraries are repositories of information 
of all types, some of it unpleasant and disturbing to 
certain individuals," he said. "Materials should not be 
proscribed or removed because of a particular group's 
disapproval." 

The chair of the ten-member policy committee, Mark 
D. Sickles, said he opposed restricting access and would 
consider debate on the proposal "a colossal waste of 
time." 

In the aftermath of the vote criticism mounted. Meeting 
on September 26, a majority of the Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors, which appoints members of the library 
board, urged rejection of the proposal, which it called 
a "serious infraction by government of parental respon
sibilities." 

"Who is going to be the arbiter and determine what 
is obscene and violent?" asked Supervisor Christine R. 
Trapnell (R-Mason). "What do you do about Lady Chat
terly 's Lover or Tropic of Cancer and some of these other 
books that have been around for years and years?" 

"This has brought Fairfax County national coverage 
in a way that is not helpful to our economic development 
activities," declared Board of Supervisors Chair Thomas 
M. Davis, a Republican who was running for Congress. 
"Libraries are for everyone, and they should remain that 
way. I think the library board is going to go in the other 
direction. I believe we've squashed this." 

The motion by Supervisor Gerald W. Hyland (D-Mt. 
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Vernon) notified the library board of "our sense that any 
action which dictates what books can or cannot be read 
trespasses on the rights of parents to supervise the educa
tion of their children." It also asked the library board 
to explain to supe.rvisors how the system decides which 
books to buy. Only two of the nine supervisors present 
spoke against the motion, although one supervisor who 
voted for it said that he understood the motion not to 
instruct the board to abandon the idea of an adults-only 
section. 

Savage conceded that the Supervisors' action put the 
plan "in limbo," but declared that his proposal would 
not violate anyone's rights. "All I am saying is, let's take 
a look at the age appropriateness of certain materials in 
the library." Still, he acknowledged, "it's an option that 
I don't think at this point is going to fly." 

Two board members who were absent for the first vote 
said September 27 that they would reject any adults-only 
section and a third board member who originally favored 
the idea said she would now vote against it. 

"I would prefer to see [the issue] buried in a deep 
hole," said Phylis Salak, who was not at the September 
14 meeting. The proposal is "taking a cannon out to get 
a fly," added Charles A. Fegan, who also wasn't at the 
meeting. 

"As far as I'm concerned it's over," said Jane Seeman, 
vice chair of the library board, who voted with the 5-4 
majority on September 14 but changed her mind. "Acer
tain group had been pushing for this, and I told them 
there was no way in the world I would vote for something 
like this. I just felt like all of the board members needed 
a discussion." 

Besides Savage and Seeman, Library Board members 
Roger Sudduth, Gwendalyn Cody, and Joseph Sirh voted 
to have the Policy Committee examine book restrictions. 
Reported in: Washington Post, September 15, 16, 17, 27, 
28. 

Loudoun County, Virginia 
The debate over what children should be allowed to 

check out of the public library has spread to Loudoun 
County, where the Library Board voted September 19 to 
prohibit minors from checking out R-rated movies and 
to consider eliminating all musical compact discs from 
the system's collection. It was the first meeting held since 
conservatives gained a majority on the board. 

The contentious meeting lasted more than five hours 
and included comments from about a dozen residents for 
and against the proposals. Opponents said the stricter 
policies verged on censorship, while supporters said they 
were designed to give parents some control over what 
their children watch and read. 

The Loudoun board's actions came less than a week 
after the Fairfax County Library Board voted 5-4 to con
sider establishing an "adults only" reading section (see 
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above). Several speakers at the Loudoun meeting said 
they feared their county was heading in the same direc
tion, although board members said they had no interest 
in a proposal such as Fairfax's. 

"If we start limiting access how far will it go?" asked 
Virginia Traviranus of Leesburg. "It's opening up a 
Pandora's box." 

"What happened in Fairfax County is a prologue of 
what's going to happen in Loudoun," asked James 
Ludlum of Hillsboro. 

The Loudoun board decided to revisit the issue of 
musical compact discs at its January meeting. Several 
board members who favored eliminating the CDs from 
libraries said their goal was to save money that could bet
ter be spent on buying books. But board member Mary 
Ellen VanNederynen said she would object to children 
taking out CDs with "very risque" lyrics. 

With a recent turnover of four seats, conservatives now 
have a 7-1 majority on the Loudoun Library Board. The 
change reflects the politics of the Loudoun Board of 
Supervisors, which appoints the library trustees. 

The Library Board also voted to replace Linda Conti
White as chair. Conti-White was the only board member 
who opposed the policy changes involving children's 
access. Reported in: Washington Post, September 21. 

schools 
Washington, D.C. 

Congressional negotiators agreed September 22 to bar 
the use of federal education money for programs that 
directly promote sexual activity or for condoms for 
distribution in the nation's schools, but they dropped 
anti-gay provisions pushed by Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) 
that would have denied funds to schools that distribute 
instructional materials portraying homosexuality as an 
acceptable lifestyle or that refer students to gay organiza
tions for counseling. The Senate had voted 63-36 
August 1 to adopt the proposal by Helms and Sen. Bob 
Smith (R-NH). 

In the original debate, Smith claimed districts use the 
money to buy books and other materials that are "so 
graphic and so disgusting that I can't display them here 
on the floor of the United States Senate." But Sen. Paul 
Wellstone (D-MN) said the provision would forbid 
counseling of gay students, who he said are up to three 
times as likely to commit suicide as other teenagers. "We 
simply can't do that," he said, calling the amendment 
"very mean-spirited." 

The September agreement came as the Senate and 
House conferees sought to resolve differences on 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Educa
tion Act, which provides $12.5 billion in federal funds 
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to the nation's public schools and was to expire 
September 30. 

The conferees also set up a showdown in the House 
and Senate by rejecting language that would have denied 
federal education funds to states or school districts that 
bar "constitutionally protected" prayer. Instead, the con
ferees adopted a provisio~, sponsored by Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum (R-KA) that would cut off funds only if a 
federal court found that a court order allowing constitu
tionally protected prayer is "willfully violated." 

On sexual issues, the conferees agreed to a compromise 
offered by Rep. Jolene Unsoeld (D-WA) barring funds 
appropriated under the act from being used for programs 
that encourage sexual activity, for the distribution of 
obscene material to minors or for the purchase of con
doms for distribution in schools. It also says that sex 
education or AIDS prevention programs must include in
formation on the health benefits of abstinence. 

On September 30, a motion to return the conference 
report to the conferees was defeated in the House by a 
vote of 183-215, after which the reauthorization measure 
passed by a vote of 262-132. As of October 3, the Senate 
had not yet adopted the conference report. Reported in: 
Washington Post, September 23; Minneapolis Star
Tribune, August 2. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
A schoolteacher suspended for defying a state

mandated moment of silence in his classroom has asked 
a federal judge to declare the law unconstitutional. The 
revised complaint was filed August 30, four days after 
U.S. District Court Judge Frank Hull rejected Brian 
Bown's request for an order prohibiting the school district 
from taking action against him while the lawsuit is 
pending. 

Bown was suspended with pay after he refused to 
observe the minutr of silence and reflection at the begin
ning of the school day. He had proceeded with his social 
studies class instead. Bown's original lawsuit asked for 
damages and reinstatement to his teaching duties. 
Reported in: Orlando Sentinel, September 1. 

student press 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

The faculty adviser to the student newspaper at the 
Philadelphia Community College claimed in a lawsuit 
that he was fired because the paper published criticisms 
of the college's administration. College officials contend 
the newspaper, overseen by C. Donald Weinberg, seemed 
to care little about grammar, punctuation and the 
accuracy of facts (see Newsletter, September 1994, p. 
154-55). 
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Weinberg, a longtime English teacher at the college, 
said the decision to remove him from a paid post as 
adviser to the Student Vanguard violated his and the stu
dent staff's rights. 

Weinberg "believes that he has been replaced because 
he permitted students to publish articles critical of the 
college's Board of Trustees and to question the 
independence of the Board in the face of many of its 
members strong political ties to the Philadelphia city 
government," his suit in federal court declares. Reported 
in: Philadelphia Daily News, August 22. 

film 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

An attorney for Cincinnati's Pink Pyramid bookstore 
filed motions to dismiss three obscenity charges leveled 
against the store in separate hearings September 26, 27 
and 28. The gay bookstore was charged with pandering 
obscenity after undercover police officers rented a 
videotape of the 1975 Italian film Salo: 120 Days of 
Sodom. Lawyer Cathy Adams said police visited the store 
on three occasions in June: twice to rent the video and 
once to seize the tape and search the store. Each of those 
visits resulted in a separate obscenity charge. 

Meanwhile, a national coalition of 53 museums, film 
societies, arts organizations, film directors and actors, 
on September 1 filed a legal brief prepared by the ACLU 
supporting the store. 

"At its simplest, Salo is an anti-fascist statement," the 
brief said. "There is no doubt that watching Salo is a 
harrowing experience, but the mere fact that only a 
minority of the population may believe a work has serious 
value does not mean that it may be suppressed and its 
distributors criminally prosecuted.'' 

Among the organizations and individuals involved in 
the brief are the Film Society of Lincoln Center, the 
Museum of Modern Art, film director Martin Scorsese, 
actor Alec Baldwin, the National Coalition Against Cen
sorship, and several state and local ACLU chapters. 
Reported in: Bookselling This Week, August 22; Cincin
nati Enquirer, September 2. 

recordings 
New York, New York 

Epic Records, a division of Sony, has decided that the 
Recording Industry Association of America's "Parental 
Advisory: Explicit Lyrics" sticker is inadequate. In 
addition to the voluntary sticker, which has been in use 
since 1989, Epic Street (a new rap subsidiary of Epic) 
came up with an additional sticker for We Come Strap
ped, the new album by West Coast gangsta rapper MC 
Eiht. It reads: "The lyrical content contained on this 
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album solely expresses the views of the artist." 
The culprit, as usual, is a song involving the police. 

"Take 2 Wit Me" narrates the killing of two police 
officers by a drug dealer fleeing arrest. The album also 
contains lyrics describing black-on-black youth violence, 
but critical attention and legal problems continue to focus 
almost exclusively on lyrics about police. 

In a statement explaining its position, Epic noted that 
"MC Eiht uses powerful imagery which is intense and 
often graphic. Some may find his views disturbing. We 
are opposed to censorship, and support MC Eiht's right 
to express his views. After discussion with the artist and 
his manager, all of us agreed on the wording and use of 
a second sticker.'' 

The perception was that Sony was looking for ways 
to protect itself against possible legal problems such as 
those faced by Time Warner after 1992's "Cop Killer" 
and Tupac Shakur controversies. In the latter case, the 
label was sued by the family of a slain Texas trooper after 
the assailant said he had been listening to Shakur's 
"2Pacalypse Now" when he was pulled over in a stolen 
car and that the recording had put him in a frame of mind 
to shoot the trooper. Reported in: Washington Post, 
July 27. 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Record and retail industry trade groups were gearing 

up for a fight this fall in the Pennsylvania legislature to 
defeat a bill that would criminalize the sale of labeled 
records to minors. The bill would require minors caught 
purchasing stickered recordings to serve up to a hundred 
hours of community service at a domestic violence or rape 
crisis center. 

The proposed legislation also would slap a first-time 
fine of $25 per record on retailers who sell albums with 
the official Recording Industry Association of America 
(RIAA) parental warning stickers to minors . Subsequent 
offenses would draw $100 per album fines. 

The bill was introduced by Rep. T. J. Rooney, a 
Democrat, who is facing conservative Republican opposi
tion in an upcoming election in his Bethlehem/ Lehigh 
Valley district. 

"Rooney's usually a liberal Democrat whose programs 
[addressing youth violence] make sense, but this one's a 
goofy bill that's so unconstitutional I don't know where 
to start," said Mickey Granberg, government relations 
director for the National Association of Recording Mer
chandisers, which opposes the bill. 

"I don't think it's disturbing and I don't think it 
violates First Amendment rights," responded Rooney. 
"It's a straightforward attempt to deal with one of the 
possible causes of youth violence, much like the prohibi
tions on R-rated films or cigarettes." The legislator added 
that it is 'illogical" for a sticker to advise parents of 
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album content, "and then let the children go buy it 
without their approval." 

RIAA fears that if the bill passes it could ruin the 
voluntary labeling system. "Faced with the prospect of 
a labeled disc being used as a mandatory line of demar
cation barring the sale of labeled recordings to all under 
the age of 18, our members may well choose to cease 
labeling altogether and thus avoid any and all penalties," 
said Paul Russinoff, RIAA director of state relations. 
Reported in: Billboard, July 23. 

cyberspace 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Brigham Young University is determined to police 
students who abuse their access to the school's computer 
system - especially with pornography. In an early 
September memo to the computer science faculty, Don 
Johnson, the university's system manager, threatened 
students with severe penalties if they misuse the system. 

When students log on to a BYU computer, a message 
on the screen warns that they can be expelled for "illegally 
distributing or downloading copyrighted software, 
obtaining, viewing, or distributing pornographic files, or 
sharing your account password with other people." An 
ominous footnote forewarns: "Your keystrokes may be 
monitored and saved." Johnson added that violators 
would be expelled, "even for a first offense." 

The computer network known as the Internet connects 
thousands of government and university computers and 
more than 25 million people worldwide, offering users 
virtually any kind of technical, scientific and academic 
information. By linking hundreds of thousands of private 
computers, the global network also provides access to sex
ually explicit materials, in visual and literary forms. 

Because the network is so new, college campuses 
everywhere are scurrying to establish rules governing its 
use. The availability of unscreened materials, particularly 
of a sexual nature, is especially problematic for conser
vative and religious institutions. 

"The conventions we are used to in real society don't 
exist on the network," said Edward Sharp, director of 
the computer center at the University of Utah. 

At BYU, there will be no automatic expulsion as 
Johnson suggested, said school official Brent Harker. 
"Dismissal is a possibility, but only after due process," 
he assured students. 

But Dan Olsen, dean of computer science, said 
Johnson's strong language was deliberate. "We want to 
make students understand the condition under which they 
are using the school's machines" so that no one can plead 
ignorance. Students can open files that contain por
nography inadvertently, Olsen added. Innocent students 
usually quickly report the error and the school takes no 
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action. Those who become involved more seriously are 
caught because "they take huge amounts of disk space 
to keep it." 

"We don't spend a lot of time hunting," he said. "But 
when a student account shows a large amount of network 
traffic or file usage, we check into it." Reported in: Salt 
Lake Tribune, September 10. 

nude dancing 
Erie, Kansas 

The Neosho County Commission July l approved a 
resolution banning nude dancing in the county. The 
action was taken despite the fact that there aren't believed 
to be any establishments in the county that have or are 
considering having nude dancing. 

"Nudity and sexual performances may be acceptable 
conduct and entertainment in certain situations and non
public venues," the preamble to the resolution declared. 
"It is not the intention of this resolution to inhibit the 
free expression of any art or speech nor to suppress any 
speech activities protected by the First Amendment to the 
Constitution.'' 

The resolution still prohibits display of genitals, but
tocks or pubic areas, or the female breast below the top 
of the nipple. Real and simulated sexual acts are also pro
hibited. Reported in: Parsons Sun, July 2; Chanute 
Tribune, July 1. D 

censorship on-line 
Freedom of expression has always been the rule in the 

fast-growing and hitherto anarchic global web of public 
and private computer networks often called cyperspace. 
But even as thousands of Americans each week join the 
several million who already use the networks, the com
panies that control them are beginning to play the role 
of censor. 

In early June, for instance, American Online shut 
several feminist discussion forums, saying it was concern
ed that the subject matter might be inappropriate for 
young girls who would see the word "girl" in the forum's 
headline and "go in there looking for information about 
their Barbies." 

Users on other networks have been banished, censored 
or censured this year for the widespread posting of 
messages like" Jesus is Coming," "Make Money Fast," 
and "Your Armenian Grandfathers are Guilty of 
Genocide." 
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The third case brought to cyperspace the long conflict 
between Turks and Armenians and, according to some 
network users, produced a counterattack by an unknown 
Armenian sympathizer who programmed his or her com
puter to find any message on the system containing the 
word "turkey" and substitute "genocide," even in 
forums discussing Thanksgiving meals. 

On Prodigy, the country's largest commercial network 
with more than two million users, supervisors have been 
expanding use of what they call "George Carlin soft
ware," which finds messages with certain objectionable 
words and warns those who sent them to erase them or 
be censored. Although Carlin's famous routine identified 
"seven dirty words," Prodigy's list numbers in the 
dozens. 

A University of Florida student's access to the Internet 
was revoked in June after the student used university 
computers repeatedly to post copies of a political polemic. 

Outrage and calls for censorship arose among users of 
the Usenet, a part of the Internet, after racist messages 
appeared on forums set up to discuss the O .J. Simpson 
case. 

Then there was the case of Arnt Gulbrandsen, a 
Norwegian computer programmer who was enraged in 
July when he saw a Phoenix law firm, Canter & Siegel, 
was advertising on the Internet despite pleas from many 
users to desist. From his keyboard halfway around the 
world, Gulbrandsen launched the electronic equivalent 
of a guided missile. Each time the law firm sent out an 
electronic advertisement, his computer automatically sent 
out a message ordering that the firm's transmission be 
intercepted and destroyed. 

Because the wide use of computer networks is so new, 
no established law moderates the debate over censorship 
in such cases, the way it does for publishing, broad
casting, and speech. For some networks, the legal ques
tions hinge on whether they are to be considered com
mon carriers, much like telephone companies or even 
bookstores, which are not responsible for the content of 
the messages they carry, or to be regarded as private net
works that have the right to establish and enforce stan
dards of language and ethics for all users. 

In recent court cases involving Compuserve, the net
work has argued that it is protected as a common car
rier. But that raises the question of whether Compuserve 
has been right to enforce its own standards for content. 

Laurence A. Canter and Martha S. Siegel, the lawyers 
targeted by Gulbrandsen, said his actions amounted to 
censorship. "What does this mean," Siegel asked, "that 
everyone on the Usenet will have to meet the standards 
of this Gulbrandsen guy or he will take it upon himself 
to cancel their messages?" Reported in: New York Times, 
July 8. D 
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success stories ------

libraries 
Oconee County, Georgia 

To thunderous applause from 650 people packed into 
the Oconee County Civic Center, the embattled Oconee 
school board voted unanimously August 1 to rescind its 
controversial book-banning order. The order, approved 
by a 4-1 vote July 11, called on the school superinten
dent and the system's media committee to evaluate 40,000 
school library books and reject those containing "explicit 
sex and/ or pornography." Many had predicted lawsuits 
if the order were implemented and County Schools 
Superintendent Debra Harden opposed it (see Newslet
ter, September 1994, p. 145-46). 

"I think people just started looking at the damage that 
was occurring in Oconee County, because [the order] had 
pitted relative against relative, neighborhood against 
neighborhood, and church against church," said board 
member Chuck Horton. He made the motion to rescind 
the order and was the lone opponent when it was 
approved in July. 

The reversal of the decision came after the resignation 
of board Chair Kenneth Bridges, a strong supporter of 
the book banning order. Community groups opposed to 
the order had charged that Bridges did not live in the 
county. 

The controversy began after nine books by author V.C. 
Andrews were challenged by parents. In separate 
developments, seven of those books were recommended 
for removal by a review committee, another was placed 
on restricted access, and the final book was removed by 
a second review committee (see page 187). Reported in : 
Atlanta Journal and Constitution, July 19, 23, 28, 29, 
August 2, 9, 18, 20; Athens Daily News, August 4. 
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Battle Creek, Michigan 
The Lakeview Board of Education voted September 

19 to keep three books on elementary school library 
shelves, despite protests from a parent who said the books 
are satanic. With little discussion the board approved a 
review committee's final recommendation to keep The 
Witches, by Roald Dahl; Draw 50 Monsters, Creeps, 
Superheroes, Demons, Dragons, Nerds, Dirts, Ghouls, 
Giants, Vampires, Zombies and Other Curiosa, by Lee 
J. Ames; and The Haunted Mask, by R.L. Stine. 

Parent Taren Durham, who twice appealed the com
mittee's decision, said the committee failed to address her 
argument that the books downplay or misrepresent the 
occult by treating witches and demons as fantasy 
characters. School board President Jim Davis said it was 
inappropriate for the board to debate the books' religious 
connotations. Reported in: Detroit Free Press, August 
17, September 22. 

Sparks, Nevada 
Sex education books will remain in the Sparks branch 

of the Washoe County Library despite the complaints of 
a local minister, library director Martha Gould decided 
August 5. Pastor David Peddicord of the Grace Baptist 
Church filed a complaint with the library system in May, 
saying the books were too graphic and too sexually ex
plicit to be in the children's section (see Newsletter, 
September 1994, p. 147). 

"Pastor Peddicord had a very reasonable suggestion," 
Gould said. "But I have to follow library policy." 
Peddicord suggested the books be removed from the 
children's section and reshelved in the adult section. The 
challenged books were What's Happening to My Body?; 
Learning About Sex: A Guide for Children and Their 
Parents; Being Born; and Where Did I Come From. 

Two public hearings were held by a committee to 
review Peddicord' s request before the panel 
recommended the books remain in the children's section. 
Gould accepted the committee recommendation, but 
made three additional suggestions to staff. 

First, she recommended the director of children's 
library services prepare a brochure for parents explain
ing the services, programs and information resources 
available to children in the library. She also suggested that 
the library's policy barring unattended children under the 
age of ten be publicized. She declined to accept proposals 
that librarians instead monitor such children's reading. 
Finally, Gould asked the staff to make a more public 
effort to ensure the representation of all views in book 
selection. 

"We've always done this but we will be more visible 
and proactive about the fact that we're doing it," Gould 
said. 

Peddicord threatened to appeal the decision to the 
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.. 
library board and in the courts. "Monkey see, monkey 
do," he said. "You can't expect library employees to 
judge themselves. If the trustees will allow it I could have 
500 people at their meeting," he said. Reported in: 
Daily Sparks Tribune, August 5, 9; Reno Gazette
Journal, August 6. 

Rockingham County, North Carolina 
After a three-hour public debate August 8, the Rock

ingham County school board put a book about an 
unwed, teenage mother back on high school library 
shelves, reversing its previous ban against the book. The 
board voted 6-1 to reinstate I Want to Keep My Baby!, 
by Joanna Lee, a novel about a teenage girl who gets 
pregnant and raises her child for six months before giv
ing it up for adoption. 

In June, the board voted 4-2 to remove the book for 
"anti-religious sentiments" (see Newsletter, September 
1994, p. 148) although the Morehead High School 
advisory committee and district Superintendent Ira 
Trollinger opposed the ban. A Morehead parent, David 
Buckner, complained that the book used God's name in 
vain and contained a sex scene. "It says it's all right for 
Johnny and Susie to go against their Heavenly Father," 
said the Rev. Kenneth Milam, who supported the ban. 

The board removed the book from the county schools 
at a hearing it failed to publicize, thus violating state law. 
The move also provoked much negative reaction, so in 
July the board agreed to hold a second hearing. At that 
hearing, sentiment was overwhelmingly in favor of retur
ning the book to the library. Of 28 speakers who 
addressed the board, 21 urged the board to lift the ban. 
At least two hundred people attended and when the vote 
was complete, the crowd erupted in a standing ovation. 
Reported in: Greensboro News & Record, August 9. 

Waynesboro, Pennsylvania 
The Waynesboro Area School Board September 1 

approved payment of four purchase orders renewing 
subscriptions to 35 magazines and one newspaper for the 
Waynesboro Area Middle School library. School Board 
President Leland H. Lemley had removed the purchase 
orders from the board's previous meeting agenda because 
Superintendent Michael Moskalski had not pared down 
a list of publications, he said. 

Lemley said he had not intended to compel the removal 
of magazines of educational and research value, but had 
questioned whether the library should stock hobby and 
entertainment magazines. He blamed the controversy on 
Moskalski and Middle School Librarian Debra Herrold 
for not cutting the list. 

Before the vote, Middle School Principal John Krebs 
and Herrold testified about the library's periodical policy. 
''We're stressing more and more research skills, infor
mation retrieval skills," Herrold said. "Every research 
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project entails some use of magazines." In addition, every 
student has two study hall periods every six days, and 
their favorite place to go is the library to read magazines 
and newspapers, she said. Hobby and entertainment 
magazines are the most popular. 

Of the eight board members present, only Lemley and 
Stephen R. Fedoriw voted against approval. The audience 
of about forty people broke into applause after the vote. 

"This is the first challenge that this board has faced," 
Lemley said. "It won't be the last. I will stand by my 
vote.'' Reported in: Hagerstown Morning Herald, 
September 2. 

schools 
Paso Robles, California 

It's tough to swallow but life is not a bowl of cherries. 
That was essentially the message issued by the Paso 
Robles School Board of Trustees June 28 when they 
decided by a 3-2 vote to keep a controversial book in the 
high school curriculum. 

The House of the Spirits, by Isabel Allende, is used 
in several classes at Paso Robles High School. Tadlee J. 
Welty, who just graduated from the school, wanted the 
book removed from the curriculum because he felt it was 
not appropriate for minors owing to accounts of sexual 
encounters and violence. 

Twenty-eight people spoke before the school board, 
of whom thirteen favored retaining the book and fifteen 
were opposed to it. Welty, his parents and sister all urged 
the board to remove the book. 

"We need to reverse the downward trend and return 
to old-fashioned values," Welty said. "Listen to the 
parents, it's not for the administration to decide." 

But Warren Nielsen, Minister of the Bethel Lutheran 
Church in nearby Templeton, said, "The book needs to 
be read. It's part of the reason my son is heading to 
Harvard next year. Reading books like The House of the 
Spirits adds to an education as it stirs thinking." Reported 
in: County Telegram-Tribune, June 29; Central Coast 
Times, July 7. 

Fairfax, Virginia 
The Fairfax County School Board voted September 8 

to keep an eighth-grade literature textbook that includes 
what members called "classic" stories by well-known 
authors, rejecting an appeal to remove the book because 
it might "plant the seeds" of violence or disobedience 
in students. 

The Fairfax County women who are teaching their 
children at home asked the school last spring to remove 
the anthology Elements of Literature because it contains 
stories such as Edgar Allen Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart" 
and John Steinbeck's "The Pearl." 
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Raylene Thurman and Louise Erekson said the book 
also put religion in a bad light. They urged the school 
board to find a replacement text with more "family
friendly" literature "that is uplifting and builds strong 
character," Thurman said. 

Appealing to the board on the opening day of classes, 
Thurman said, "We must avoid all controversial and 
objectionable material in a required curriculum. With the 
wealth of literature available, we should have no problem 
finding common ground where all can feel comfortable.'' 

"Elements of Literature is a collection of mostly 
depressing literature, with a significant number of selec
tions which focus on death, murder and violence,'' 
Erekson said. "Murderers and violent offenders often ap
pear to go unpunished." 

But like a half-dozen people who spoke against chang
ing textbooks, board members said the book posed no 
threat to teenagers and voted 10-1 to keep it in the cur
riculum. "Classic literature like that contained in the 
Elements of Literature is precisely what we want our 
children reading," said board member Kristen J. Amund
son, a Democrat from Mount Vernon. 

"This book does describe evil; this book does describe 
cruelty," said board member Gary Reese, a Republican 
who represents the western county district where the 
women live. "But there is evil in this world. There is in
justice in this world. And our children must learn how 
to deal with it. Do we take Moby Dick away because it 
describes cruelty?" 

Thurman and Erekson began their campaign against 
the book by asking administrators to remove it from the 
curriculum. They later sent a letter to the board that 
charged the "adoption of this textbook is incredibly 
irresponsible." 

The women said the contents urged students to "not 
only dwell on the aspects of violence and death but to 
personally internalize them" in classroom exercises. 
Erekson said she wanted to protect vulnerable teenagers 
from stories like Poe's "Tell-Tale Heart," which could 
prompt them to commit suicide or fantasize about 
violence. "I don't think they'll have enough money to 
hire enough policemen, because violence will escalate," 
Erekson said after the vote. 

It was the third time in fifteen months that the board 
was asked to decide whether schools should ban or restrict 
children from reading a book. In response to such 
incidents, a new group, called the Fairfax Alliance for 
Responsive Education, was formed and spoke out against 
removal of the textbook. 

"I'm deeply concerned about the apparent trend to ban 
books," said Joyce Parkin, one of the organizers. Cen
sorship is not the solution to violence, and it's not the 
solution to strengthening the role of parents in educa
tion." Reported in: Washington Post, September 9; 
Washington Times, September 9. 

202 

Yakima, Washington 
On August 30, the Yakima school board voted to re

tain four novels taught at Davis High School, capping 
a five-month dispute over what advanced high school 
students should read in the classroom. Two parents had 
raised concerns about profanity and images of violence 
and sexuality in the books and requested that they be 
removed from the reading list. 

The five-member board, which voted separately on 
each of the four novels, voted 5-0 to retain July's Peo
ple, by Nadine Gordimer, and 4-1 to retain Invisible Man, 
by Ralph Ellison; Native Son, by Richard Wright; and 
The Death of Artemio Cruz, by Carlos Fuentes. 

The board also unanimously adopted a fifth motion 
instructing the Davis Instructional Materials committee 
to review The Death of Artemio Cruz for use in the 
1995-96 school year and beyond. The resolution in
structed English teachers to assess whether another Latin 
American book of comparable merit could replace it. 

"We feel that the decision we have fashioned is in the 
best interests of the students in the district,'' board chair 
Joe Falk told an audience of about fifty people, many 
of them school principals and teachers. 

Davis High School parent Charles Morales had 
appealed a decision by Yakima School Superintendent 
Larry Petry, who declined to remove the four classic 
novels of twentieth century literature from the Interna
tional Baccalaureate program at Davis, an elective 
college-level program. The program for juniors and 
seniors is used by schools nationwide. Students can enroll 
in the full program, which covers all academic disciplines, 
or take classes in certain subjects. 

Morales asked the district to review the books in April 
after his niece, a senior, expressed concerns about them. 
Around the same time another parent also requested a 
review of The Death of Artemio Cruz. 

Following school policy, Petry appointed an eight
member citizens committee to review the books and make 
a recommendation. The recommendation, submitted May 
18, advised Petry to retain the novels, although the com
mittee expressed concern about images of violence and 
sexuality in The Death of Artemio Cruz. The committee 
concluded, however, that to remove the books "would 
set a precedent in which any one parent in the communi
ty, in effect, could dictate program content for the 
entire district." 

Petry agreed and in a July 8 letter to parents and staff, 
he said the books are appropriate for the program because 
it is an elective curriculum intended for mature students. 
The books are selected from a prescribed reading list, he 
said, and students not enrolled in the full program may 
select an alternate novel. 

"Hundreds of students have studied the novels in ques
tion without voicing concern about the elective college 
nature of the program," Petry wrote. "I do not believe 
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one parent can choose what is appropriate for another 
parent's child, but they should be able to decide what is 
appropriate for their children." Reported in: Yakima 
Herald-Republic, July 16, August 31. 

student press 
Athens, Georgia 

Score a victory for one feisty student newspaper. The 
Red and Black, an independent, student-run newspaper 
serving the University of Georgia, waged and won a 
month-long battle against a policy proposed by the 
university administration that would have limited free 
expression. 

The proposed policy contained the following sentence, 
which was seized upon by the Red and Black: '' Actions, 
including spoken and printed words, which intentional
ly harass any person are specifically prohibited." 

The policy, drafted by three university administrators, 
was submitted to the University Council's Student 
Affairs Committee on February 1, with the stated intent 
of supporting free speech and creating "an environment 
characterized by civility where all students, faculty, staff 
and visitors are able to freely participate in all programs." 

The committee tabled the issue in order to seek feed
back, which was given freely and swiftly by the Red and 
Black, which plastered the offending words over much 
of its front page for the rest of the month. Indeed, the 
paper's extensive coverage aroused opposition from 
newspaper editors and professors of law and journalism. 

As a result, the proposed free speech policy was voted 
down unanimously on March 1. Reported in: Editor and 
Publisher, June 4. 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
As part of a proposed out-of-court settlement with 

students from Enloe High School, the Wake school board 
agreed in August to eliminate a requirement that students 
let their principals see publications before the students 
distribute them. 

The seldom-enforced rule came under fire last year 
when another group of Enloe students was threatened 
with suspension after handing out a flier that the school's 
administration called disruptive. Those students eventual
ly were cleared by the school board, but students who 
have been producing an underground literary magazine 
sued the board in federal court, contending that their First 
Amendment rights were being compromised. 

The students charged the Enloe administration sudden
ly began asking to examine their publication before it was 
distributed, even though the right-to-review policy hadn't 
been enforced in the past. 
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"We shouldn't have to lose our rights when we enter 
school," said Farrar Williams, an editor of The 
Vanguard. "We should be given as much responsibility 
as we can. How otherwise can we be expected to become 
good citizens?" 

Board Chair Judy Hoffman said the board agreed to 
drop the rule after principals said it was unnecessary. 
"Principals said it was difficult to make it work, and they 
didn't think it did a lot of good," she said. "Most 
students were well aware of the rules in terms of what 
is appropriate and what is not appropriate." 

Without the requirement for prior review, student 
publications can't be blocked or censored beforehand. 
Instead, they are subject to other criteria that they not 
be libelous, encourage illegal acts or cause serious disrup
tion. Publications that students produce outside of school 
are not subject to scrutiny. Reported in: Raleigh News 
& Observer, August 30. 

magazines 
Los Angeles, California 

The Los Angeles County Fire Department in September 
quietly dropped a two-year effort to ban Playboy and 
other magazines featuring nude or skimpily clad women 
from firehouses. According to new regulations, the 
department's 2,390 male and 11 female firefighters will 
be permitted to read quietly any publication in most areas 
of a firehouse . However, sexually explicit materials will 
be forbidden in areas used by the public. "Non
consensual sharing," defined as physically or verbally 
flaunting sexually explicit publications, will be prohibited 
in all areas of the firehouse. 

The new policy was drawn up after a federal judge 
struck down a 1992 department order that forbade 
firefighters to read or possess Playboy in firehouses. The 
department appealed the ruling, but eventually decided 
to withdraw the appeal after concluding that the higher 
court was unlikely to overturn the judge's decision. The 
new rules were drawn up by a task force of female and 
male firefighters, including Capt. Steve Johnson, who 
sued the department to lift the previous ban. Reported 
in: Los Angeles Times, September 23. D 
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(California . .. from page 181) 

Christian parents need to also teach their children to arm themselves 
against the presence of demons on school campuses. The Bible clearly 
teaches that we are constantly in a sea of spiritual activity swirling 
all around us. This angelic conflict is intensified by teachers invok
ing the presence of spirit guides and mystical experiences. However, 
a child empowered by God's Holy Spirit can by prayer literally save 
an entire classroom of children from demonic oppression. The 
presence of these gentle, Christian warriors can do much in the bat
tlefield of spiritual warfare. (The New Age Masquerade; p. 108) 

One book challenged for religious reasons is Katherine 
Paterson's, Bridge to Tarabithia, which had multiple 
challenges reported in 1991 and 1993. Recommended 
Readings in Literature, K-8, (1989) notes that this book 
is part of the core literature books for grades 5 to 8 which 
are to be ''taught in the classroom, are given close reading 
and intensive consideration, are likely to be an impor
tant stimulus for writing and discussion" (p.xi). The State 
Department says that the children in the book, "reign 
supreme in a magical kingdom that Leslie creates until 
the tragedy of her death .... " (p.33). This special place 
is described by Leslie in the book as, "'a whole secret 
country, .. . and you and I would be the rulers of it .... 
It could be a magic country like Narnia, and the only way 
you can get in is by swinging across on this enchanted 
rope' ... Leslie named their secret land 'Tarabithia' '' 
(p.38-39). Later when a storm breaks while the children 
are visiting Tarabithia, Leslie says, "Let us go even up 
into the sacred grove and inquire of the Spirits what this 
evil might be and how we must combat it. For of a truth 
I perceive that this is no ordinary rain that is falling upon 
our kingdom" (p. 91). Nothing magical ever actually hap
pens in the book except in the imaginations of the two 
main characters (and perhaps in the imaginations of the 
children who read the book). 

Various books by Roald Dahl have been reported as 
challenged such as James and the Giant Peach (which is 
on the State list of Recommended Readings) and The 
Witches. A Reading is Fundamental poll conducted in 
1990 (Education Week, 10/24/90) found Dahl to be one 
of children's most favorite authors. In The Witches, 
which was challenged in both the 1991 and 1993 data, 
a young boy and his grandmother visit a seaside town 
in England where there happens to be a convention of 
witches who are planning how to turn all children into 
mice under the direction of the Grand High Witch: 

"So each of you is owning a magnificent sveet shop! The next move 
is that each of you will be announcing in the vindow or your shop 
that on a certain day you viii be having a Great Galla Opening with 
frrree sveets and chocs to every child!' 'That will bring them in, 
the greedy little brutes!' cried the audience. They'll be fighting to 
get though the doors!' 'Next,' continued the Grand High Witch, 
'you vill ... fill every choc ... vith my very latest and grrreatest magic 
formula! This is known as FORMULA 86 DELA YEO-ACTION 
MOUSE-MAKER'!" (p. 77-78) 
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While there are chills and thrills a plenty for a young 
readers' imaginations in Dahl's book, it is unlikely that 
any child would actually believe from reading the book 
that witches really exist or are to be liked or emulated. 

who challenges 
In 1990, the questionnaire asked, "Who are the 

challengers (parents, community members, non-residents, 
special interest group members, etc.)? Please be as specific 
as possible," and left blank lines for answers. (See Table 
14.) The answers were grouped into categories which were 
used as the basis for this question on the 1991 and 1993 
questionnaires. Again in 1993, parents were the majori
ty of challengers (55% ). 

Since the questionnaire in 1991 and 199~ listed possi
ble responses rather than providing blank lines as was the 
case in 1990, shifts in the percentages could be expected. 
However, the relative order of the responses has remained 
the same with parents being the most likely challengers, 
and religious groups and special interest groups being the 
next most likely challengers. It should also be noted that 
more than one category could be checked. Therefore, it 
is possible that the categories overlap to some degree. For 
example, some of the parents who were challengers could 
also be part of a religious group involved in a challenge. 

The most recent comparable data gathered by McAfee
Hopkins also showed parents as the most likely initiators 
of challenges (64% of the challenges reported). However, 
there is a very interesting difference in the two data sets. 
The McAfee-Hopkins data showed that "nearly 20% of 
the challenges came from principals and teachers" 
(Survey Finds ... , 1992, p.2). In an earlier article she 
discussed an article by Woodworth and a study done by 
the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction that, 

found that schools showed a tendency to resist censorship attempts 
from outside the system and acquiesce to similar efforts inside the 
system ... Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction studies found 
that the selection policy was less likely to be followed when an ad
ministrator, teacher, or school board member questioned materials, 
but that when organized groups, parents, or students challenged 
materials, the policy was more often followed" 

(McAfee Hopkins, 1989, p.267) 

While this research found a small percentage of 
challenges by teachers and board members, no challenges 
by principals were reported. Only 24% of the persons who 
challenged as reported on the Challenge Report form had 
challenged school material or services in the past, mean
ing that for a large majority of the challengers this was 
their first experience as a challenger. The 1990 and 1991 
data showed a similar percentages. 

Several questions focused on the number of people in
volved in the challenges. Eighty percent of the challenges 
involved just one or two people, most likely the parents 
of a student. 
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Another question asked, "How many people supported 
the challenge in writing or at a meeting?" This was 
designed to determine the degree of support for the 
challenge. Eighty-seven percent of the challenges reported 
in 1993 had 10 or fewer people supporting them in writing 
or at a meeting. 

Eighteen percent of the challengers and supporters were 
identified by the districts as non residents. When non
residents were involved their numbers were generally 
small. Three or fewer people were involved 610/o of the 
time. 

Organized groups were identified by the challengers as 
supporters or participants in the challenge in 350/o of 
challenges from the 1993 Report Forms. A variety of 
groups were identified ranging from the National 
Organization for Women to The National Rife Associa
tion; however, the majority of these groups were religious 
in nature. (See Appendix Two.) Another question asked 
whether the persons challenging referred to arguments 
or viewpoints developed by individuals or groups from 
outside the community. Twenty-nine percent of the 
districts completing Challenge Report forms indicated 
that there was such a reference to arguments from out
side the community. The responses to this question also 
represented a wide range of groups and individuals, and 
two school districts were identified: San Marcos and 
Vista. (Please note that the names of districts reporting 
these data are not revealed, but the names of these two 
districts were given by other districts in response to a 
question.) 

public discussion of challenges 
The 1993 data showed that 31 0/o of the challenges have 

been covered in the media; however, some challenges 
cause a great deal of coverage. More challenges were 
discussed at public board meetings than by the media, 
as was the case in data from prior surveys. However, 
many challenges escape both types of public scrutiny. 
Additionally, most districts did not consult an attorney 
about the challenge(s) in their districts. 

bow districts deal with challenges 
Fifty percent of the districts responding in 1993 in

dicated that a district review committee was formed. In 
response to the question, '' At what level was the final 
decision on how to deal with the challenge made?", 180/o 
indicated "school site, " 500/o indicated "district of flee, " 
and 320/o "not applicable." Since the survey was sent to 
the superintendents, it is not unusual that most decisions 
reported were made at the district level. 

In the majority of cases a staff member of the district 
met with the challengers (740Jo). But it is somewhat less 
likely that they will ask the challenger to put their con
cerns in writing (580Jo ). In addition, the challengers are 
now more likely to get a written response than they were 
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in the data reported for 1990. The California School 
Boards Association model administrative regulation (AR 
1312.2[a]) dealing with challenges notes that challenges 
should be made in writing. 

Complaints must be presented in writing to the principal. Complaints 
regarding printed material must name the author, title and publisher, 
and identify the objection page and item numbers. In the case of 
nonprinted material, written information specifying the precise 
nature of the objection shall be given. The statement must be signed 
and identified in such a way that a proper reply will be possible. 

policy 
An assistant superintendent from northern California 

made a parenthetical note on the Challenge Report form 
that, "the book was reviewed and found to be lacking 
in any real value as literature and had barely been 
accepted when screened as core literature. I read the book 
and agreed with the challenger." He indicated that the 
steps that had been taken in response to the challenge 
were that the staff met with the challengers. Significant
ly, the boxes for indicating formation of a district review 
committee and requiring that the challenge be made in 
writing were not checked. That same district's policy for 
dealing with Complaints Concerning Instructional 
Materials states: "All complaints must be presented in 
writing .. .. " "The findings of the building review com
mittee and/or the district review committee shall be sum
marized in a written report and be transmitted to the 
superintendent or designee, who will determine how in
terested parties shall be notified." It would seem from 
the District's responses on the Challenge Report Form 
that the district did not follow its own board policy, which 
was adopted in 1990. 

The California School Boards Association Policy Ser
vice provides districts with model policies and 
administrative regulations for dealing with challenges. 
Establishing procedures before a district receives a 
challenge assures that all people who challenge can 
expect due process and a fair hearing as well as protect
ing the rights of students and staff members. Other 
organizations such as the California Teachers Associa
tion and California Media and Library Educators 
Association also provide assistance in dealing with 
challenges. 

Seventy-seven percent of the districts report in 1993 that 
they have a challenge policy. But, when the districts 
without policies were asked "do you intend to develop 
a policy?" over 430/o replied, "No". In 1991, over 900/o 
of the responding districts replied "no" to this question. 
In addition to those districts without policies, a further 
concern is whether districts actually use the policies they 
have adopted. 

Of greatest concern in these responses is the 90Jo of 
districts that have policies but did not use them, which 
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is up from the 6.750Jo in this category in the 1991 data. 
A noted expert on school law, Martha McCarthy states, 
that: 

Once a process to evaluate complaints pertaining to the instructional 
program is in place, school boards should follow it carefully, as 
courts will show little sympathy when a school board ignores its own 
established procedures. (1987, p. 85) 

Those districts that report having challenge policies 
(52%-1993 data, 470Jo' 1991 data) are likely to have 
reviewed or revised the content of their policy within the 
last two years. Twenty-five percent have reviewed or 
revised the policies within the last 5 years (l 90Jo in 1991 
data). However, 230Jo reported "Neither" for this ques
tion in 1993. 

A detailed analysis of over two hundred California 
school board policies for dealing with challenges collected 
in 1990 and 1991 was conducted to show the congruence 
of each district's policy to the provisions of model 
policies. 

Over half of the districts that had challenges received 
more than one that could be a challenge to the same item 
challenged earlier. It would be wise for districts to specify 
how often within a specific period they will review the 
same challenged material. An example might be that 
material would only be reconsidered once every three 
years. However, a review of the policies collected in 1993 
indicates that only 180Jo of the districts now have a pro
vision of this type in their policies. 

It is surprising that librarians are represented on review 
committees only slightly more often than community 
members, even though their professional training usual
ly prepares them to deal with controversial selection 
issues. This may be a reflection of the fact that close to 
half the challenges are at the elementary level where pro
fessional librarians are not likely to be employed. 

final decisions 
Challengers got material or services removed from 

schools in only a very small percentage of the challenges 
(11 OJo reported on Challenge Report forms). Selection and 
review procedures that never resulted in challenged 
material being removed would be hard to defend as fair 
and would assume that selection decisions were always 
correct. Conversely, if the decisions frequently resulted 
in the removal of challenged material or services, it would 
call into question the professional judgment and academic 
freedom of the districts' staffs. 

In comparing previous studies to the data from the '90, 
'91, and '93 surveys, it is difficult to discern an accurate 
trend from data gathe_red by different instruments survey
ing somewhat different populations. However, the 
California data presented here seem to show a lower 
tendency to remove material than was found in the prior 
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research studies and a greater tendency to excuse the 
challenger's child from the use of the challenged material. 

Implications of Major Findings 
Sixty percent of the districts responding in 1993 in

dicated that there had been challenges in their districts. 
The challengers usually ask school districts to complete
ly end use of material or services (680Jo) rather than focus
ing only on requesting that their own child be excused 
from using the material (30Jo). Thus, the challengers are 
bound to be dissatisfied unless the district removes the 
material or service which occurs in only 11 OJo of the 
challenges reported in this study. Administrators who 
responded to the survey indicated that challengers are very 
satisfied with only 180Jo of the outcomes challenges. 

For the first time, the data analysis separated out board 
members as challengers from employees of school 
districts. Five percent of the challengers were identified 
as school board members. Since school boards adopt cur
riculum guides and textbooks, challenges to existing cur
riculum are probably coming from board members who 
were not on the board when the material was adopted 
or the material being challenged does not go through a 
board adoption process, such as the selection of library 
books. Taken by itself, this 50Jo challenge rate by board 
members is not very significant. But in light of news 
reports about the changing agendas of some newly elected 
board members, the data suggests the possibility of an 
emerging trend. 

Little more than a year after sweeping into office as apostles of the 
"religious right's" growing political activism, Christian fundamen
talists on San Diego County school boards are shaking up more than 
a dozen local school districts. Many of the new school board 
members have brought into heated debate Jong-standing policies ... . 
They have objected to self-esteem programs ... criticized a popular 
spelling curriculum called "Wizards," contending that the fairies 
and ogres it uses to make spelling fun promote the occult. (Gaw, 
1993, p.BI) 

Quotations from board members used earlier in the 
report (p. l, 9-10) indicate that the rhetorical style being 
used is inflammatory: 

"Schools are teaching about Satanism, levitation, secular humanism 
and the occult." 

"And when you see the national output of the input that's done 
on a local basis, it would scare you to death." 

The data collected in this study do little more than hint 
at a possible trend, and it is unlikely that using a survey 
sent to school administrators will provide data that might 
be considered critical of the administrators' employers
school board members. 

Concerns about religious conflict or satanic/witchcraft 
issues account for 500Jo of the challenges in the 1993 data. 
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This represents an increase of nine percentage points over 
the data collected in 1991 and 1990. This trend is even 
more dramatic when compared to data collected in the 
1970's when religious issues were not a major concern. 
These objections take on added significance because they 
are focused not only at single library books or a particular 
film, but they are focused on: (a) State adopted textbook 
series such as Impressions; (b) the new statewide testing 
system-CLAS; and (c) what the State adopted 
Framework says will be taught in science courses about 
the origins of life. Thus, if successful, the challenges will 
have a much wider impact than a challenge to a single 
library book. 

As has been noted in prior reports of this research, 
religiously based challenges are particularly difficult for 
school districts. If the district agrees with the challenger, 
it is subject to criticism for letting the values of a par
ticular religious group dictate public policy. On the other 
hand, if the district rejects the challenge, it can be 
criticized for being insensitive to the right of each family 
to practice their own religious beliefs. Since religious 
values and beliefs are more firmly held and less subject 
to compromise than many other categories of beliefs, 
school districts face many difficulties in trying to deal 
with religious challenges. Compromise, the usual 
mechanism for solving disputes, is difficult to achieve in 
these challenges. 

Data about the impact that contentious challenges have 
on decisions made by other school districts was collected 
for the second time in 1993. Almost all administrators 
report that they knew about challenges in other districts. 
Only 12 percent (the same amount as in the 1991 data) 
indicated that the challenges were handled routinely with 
little controversy. The vast majority of administrators 
reported that the challenges were contentious and disrup
tive. Exactly the same percentage (9%) reported in both 
surveys that they would be less likely to adopt or would 
not consider items that caused contentious challenges in 
other districts. Research done in the 1950' s and 1980' s 
also suggested that there is a precautionary reaction to 
challenges . And one respondent to this survey stated it 
explicitly in a note made on the questionnaire: "Please 
note that while we make independent judgements, 
challenges are causing us to be more conservative and take 
fewer risks." D 

(attacks .. . from page 179) 

tests, graduation service requirements, and optional 
counseling services. At the same time, many of these 
groups pressed for school prayer, school choice 
"vouchers," and fear-based, abstinence-only sexuality 
education programs. 
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what is being challenged 
Classics and young adult standards in use in literature 

classes were among the books challenged in 1993-94. 
Titles included Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck; The 
Catcher in the Rye, by J .D. Salinger; I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou; The Bridge to 
Tarabithia, by Katherine Paterson; The Color Purple, by 
Alice Walker; the Little House series by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder; Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley; Song of 
Solomon, by Toni Morrison; The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain; The Chocolate War, 
by Robert Cormier; A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine 
L'Engle; Native Son, by Richard Wright; The 
Autobiography of Malcolm X; A Light in the Attic, by 
Shel Silverstein; Bram Stoker's Dracula and The Com
plete Tales of the Brothers Grimm. Notably, many of the 
works challenged were by African-American authors; 
Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, and Maya Angelou were 
frequent targets. 

Of the 375 censorship attempts documented in these 
pages, an alarming 46 percent were to books and 
magazines in libraries, works no one is required to read. 
These challenges most clearly betray the censors' intent, 
or at least their failure to grasp the nature of the educa
tional process. They see libraries not as places where 
students can reach beyond the curriculum and explore 
areas of particular interest, but as places where mischief 
can occur: thus, their attempts to narrow the collection 
made available in libraries. Similarly, many challenges 
were to books and materials that were on optional or 
recommended reading lists or in supplemental use in 
classrooms - again, books no child was required to read. 

why materials are challenged 
Of the 375 censorship attempts in the 1993-94 school 

year, 31 percent involved charges that the treatment of 
sexuality was offensive. Such works as The Color 
Purple, by Alice Walker; I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings, by Maya Angelou; The Chocolate War, by Robert 
Cormier; A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine L'Engle; A 
Thousand Acres, by Jane Smiley; The Catcher in the Rye, 
by J.D. Salinger; and Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel 
Keyes were challenged on the grounds that they contained 
sexual situations or references. Charges that books or 
materials contained profanity or other "objectionable" 
language materialized in 96 challenges, 26 percent. Com
plaints of this type were usually lodged by those who took 
"objectionable" words and passages out of context while 
not being embarrassed to admit that they had not read 
the material they were seeking to ban. Some of these 
targets include Of Mice and Men, The Catcher in the Rye, 
and even the Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary. 

The charge that materials were "anti-Christian" or en
dorsed a religion other than Christianity surfaced in 82 
incidents, 22 percent. Charges of endorsement usually 
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took the form of complaints that materials were 
"Satanic," "occultic," or "New Age." Some objectors 
further claimed that by using materials that were, for in
stance, "New Age," the public schools were violating the 
separation of church and state. This tactic, defining new 
religions and finding them in everything from guidance 
programs to literary classics, presents an opportunity to 
remove any material that is not firmly grounded in the 
challengers' religious faith. 

A small number of challenges this year can be described 
as coming from the political Left. Twenty-three incidents 
this year, or 6 percent, involved charges of racism against 
African-Americans or Native Americans, or anti
semitism. Among the works challenged were the musical 
Peter Pan, the Little House series, The Autobiography 
of Malcom X, and The Complete Fairy Tales of the 
Brothers Grimm. Mark Twain's classic, The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn, continues to be a frequent target, 
challenged in five communities during the 1993-94 school 
year. 

In some cases, school districts responded to these 
challenges by retaining the challenged work and, in ad
dition, seeking ways to expand educational opportunities. 
For instance, in Lewisville, Texas, the school board, 
voting to retain The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
directed teachers to include minority authors on their 
reading lists. 

the censors' success 
This year, censors were successful in removing or 

restricting access to challenged materials in 158 instances, 
fully 42 percent of the cases. This figure, slightly higher 
than last year's success rate, is as high today as it was 
when this report was first published twelve years ago. 

This finding suggests that even though more and more 
school districts are instituting written procedures to deal 
with objections to materials, challengers have more than 
kept pace in their ability to apply political pressure to 
achieve their ends. Intensified grassroots efforts and the 
advice and materials of outside organizations have led 
to the removal of a high portion of challenged materials. 

While review policies are an effective weapon in the 
fight against censorship, they are not always, in and of 
themselves, sufficient. Even the best of these policies relies 
on implementors who value academic freedom and who 
are more committed to pedagogy than to politics. As 
challengers have continued to hone their tactics, as they 
have started to take seats on local school boards, and as 
they have otherwise begun to flex their political muscles, 
censorship has often followed. 

anti-gay challenges continue to rise 
As controversies over gay rights escalated on legislative 

fronts, pro-censorship advocates kept pace in the schools. 
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Ten percent of the 1993-94 incidents involved claims that 
the schools were "promoting" homosexuality. General
ly, the "promotion" amounted to nothing more than 
acknowledging homosexuality. These charges were leveled 
at library books, classroom materials and sex education 
programs alike. 

In two cases this year, censors entered school libraries, 
searched the heading "homosexuality" on the library's 
computer catalog, and challenged whatever titles ap
peared. This tactic, in effect an anti-gay witchhunt, 
reveals a staggering indifference to the quality of in
dividual materials and the nature of their use in the public 
schools. In both cases, the critics apparently believed that 
books that dealt in any way with homosexuality, no mat
ter how cursorily, had no place in a library. 

book reclassification 
A disturbing trend that has taken shape over the last 

few years involves responding to complaints about library 
materials by reclassifying books into different sections 
of the collection - to professional shelves, reserved sec
tions, or otherwise less accessible areas. Often, the books 
are transferred to sections that are obscure, or less likely 
to be freely accessed by students. Such reclassifications 
signal a disturbing reluctance on the part of the schools 
to take a strong and vocal stance against censorship. 
Often, this reluctance is the result of increased pressure 
tactics. 

explosion of broad-based challenges 
Although the incidents in this report have been 

categorized here for practical purposes, the hands-on 
reality is that incidents often become fluid as battles are 
played out in communities across the nation. What begins 
as a challenge to a library book can evolve into a broader 
attack on the curriculum, or on educational reform. A 
failed censorship complaint might lead a disgruntled 
objector to run for a seat on the school board. Whatever 
the methods, the motives remain the same: placing 
demands on school districts that are rooted in religion 
and ideology, at the expense of pedagogy. 

Accordingly, one remarkable trend from this year's 
research is how wide a net challengers are casting in their 
effort to redefine public education. The number of broad
based challenges, in which organizations or individuals 
applied ideological or sectarian-based pressure on the 
public schools without necessarily calling for the removal 
of specific curricular materials, virtually doubled this 
year, to 87. Also remarkable, and indeed, unprecedented, 
is the range of materials and activities that came under 
scrutiny. No stone was left unturned: groups mounted 
campaigns against school reform, helped lead an 
energized school prayer movement, attacked state assess
ment tests, challenged community service requirements, 
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and worked to cancel optional and extracurricular 
activities. 

fighting back 
Denying students the educational tools to think about 

and to deal with the complexity of today's society does 
them an extreme disservice. Perhaps th.e greater disser
vice, however, involves the message students are being 
sent about their own freedoms. As books and curricula 
are removed and restricted throughout the nation's 
schools, children lose the opportunity to learn important 
lessons. However, the one lesson they do learn, the un
fortunate lesson, is that censorship is an appropriate 
response to controversial ideas. 

The incidents in this report tell of attempts to censor 
materials or in some other way impose a religious or 
ideological orthodoxy on the public schools. But many 
of the incidents also tell stories of parents and educators 
who effectively fought back, and who can serve as models 
for communities and school districts across the country. 

Educators must be prepared to defend their materials, 
and parents must be prepared to mobilize to protect the 
integrity of their children's education. Most important, 
the two should work together: when teachers or ad
ministrators are left to battle censorship groups on their 
own, the chances for the worst outcome increase 
dramatically. But when a community comes together and 
forms alliances that include parents, business leaders, 
clergy and educators, the censors are .hard-presse.d t~ 
prevail. This simple and most democratic of strategies is 
far and away the best safeguard. D 

(bench .. . from page 194) 

claiming damages from its contents, but she predicted the 
court would eventually favor the author. 

••All that I can do is speculate, but I would speculate 
that Copperfield would be wise to walk away from this 
book," she said. "I would tell him that every dollar he 
spends fighting this book could actually count as a dollar 
spent marketing it." . . 

The book contains chapters on a dozen different magi
cians, deconstructing the most famous tricks of each. The 
chapter on Copperfield includes a discussion of such 
illusions as making the the Statute of Liberty and a Lear 
jet disappear on camera. Reported in: Bookselling This 
Week, September 5. 
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etc. 
Leavenworth, Kansas 

A federal judge ruled July 22 that a Leavenworth city 
policy regarding political activity by employees w~s u?
constitutionally vague. City employees sued the city m 
1993 over a policy that prohibited them from endorsing 
political candidates. Two members of the police depart
ment received letters of reprimand after the Fraternal 
Order of Police endorsed city commission candidates. A 
civilian employee also joined the suit. The employees did 
not dispute the city's need to keep them from campaign
ing while on duty. Their argument was with the 
city's control of their after-hours activities. Reported in: 
Leavenworth Times, July 24. 

New York, New York 
A New York City effort to combat the health risks 

associated with smoking was stubbed out August 26 by 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. The 
court held that the 1965 Federal Cigarette Labeling and 
Advertising Act pre-empts a local law requiring taxicabs 
to display one public health message concerning the 
dangers of smoking for every four cigarette ads. 

The federal statute, which first established warning 
labels on cigarette packaging, states that "no require
ment ... based on smoking and health shall be imposed 
under State law with respect to the advertising or pro
motion of any cigarettes the packages of which are labeled 
in conformity with the provisions of this chapter." 
Applying the 1992 U.S. Supreme Court precedent of 
Cipollone v. Liggett Group Inc., the court found that the 
city law was clearly a "requirement," which under 
Cipollone includes "positive enactments" of local govern
ments. Furthermore, the local law was "based on 
smoking and health." Reported in: U.S. Law Week, 
September 20. D 

(targets . .. from page 180) 

Little Rock Spectrum ... . .......... ... .. .... p. 199 
Penthouse Comix [Canada] ............. . .. .. p. 192 
Playboy ................... . .. ............. p. 203 
Red and Black [U. of Georgia] . . . ........... p. 203 
Sacramento News and Review .. ........... . . p . 199 
Student Vanguard [Philadelphia C.C.] .. .... .. p. 197 
Utne Reader .. . ....... .. ..... ...... ... .... . p. 187 
Washington Blade ..................... p. 184, 195 

film 
Salo: 120 Days of Sodom ....... ... ... .... .. p. 197 

play 
Falsetto/and .. . ......... .. . .. .. ............ p. 189 
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