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The publisher Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., of Austin, Texas, notified school 
authorities in Texas March 4 that it would not sell a high school health textbook in 
the state rather than make hundreds of revisions demanded by Texas education 
officials. The book was criticized by anti-abortion groups and others for its discus
sion of condom use, homosexuality and other issues. The publisher said it was pull
ing its 700-page text out of the huge Texas market not only because making scores 
of requested revisions was economically unfeasible, but also because ethical issues 
were at stake. 

"Some of the mandated revisions are in opposition to the fundamental philosophy 
of our program and are potentially injurious to the students of Texas," company 
president William A. Talkington wrote Texas Education Commissioner Lionel Meno. 
"We simply cannot produce a product that does not provide children with adequate 
instruction on life-threatening issues." 

The publisher's decision came after months of Texas Board of Education hearings 
in which family planning, anti-abortion, gay advocacy, fundamentalist Christian, and 
other groups debated the merits of five health texts. The board, which buys all text
books for the state, requested a total of 400 revisions in the five texts, with the largest 
percentage for the Holt book, including the deletion of toll-free numbers for gay 
and lesbian groups and for teenage suicide prevention groups. 

The state wanted to see passages on homosexuality abridged, the addition of 
language describing Texas's sodomy laws and deletion of a number of clinical illustra
tions, including a self-examination for testicular cancer and two comparing circum
cised and uncircumcised penises. 

"This underlines how hard it is getting to produce a textbook that appeals to a 
general audience and to satisfy all the pressure groups," said Gilbert T. Sewall, director 
of the American Textbook Council. "Because Texas controls such a large market 
share, publishers often develop texts to meet the standards set by its fifteen-member 
Board of Education and then market them nationally." 

Peter Farwell, vice president of Harcourt General, Inc., the Massachusetts cor
poration that owns Holt, Rinehart and Winston, said that the changes would have 
made the book, Holt Health, too expensive. 

(continued on page 132) 
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censorship fight over California 
tests escalates 

Top-secret documents sealed in tamper-proof plastic 
arrived on the doorsteps of California public schools. 
Inside were the latest versions of the state ·performance 
test to be taken by about a million children by mid-June. 
The tight security was not simply precautionary. 
Authorities were determined to avoid what happened last 
fall when one section of the test - a story by Pulitzer 
Prize winner Alice Walker - was reproduced in a 
newspaper, prompting educators to remove the excerpt 
from the exam and sparking a major battle over censor
ship (see Newsletter, May 1994, p. 75). 

Attempting to defuse the controversy, the state Board 
of Education reinstated the story and two others to the 
pool of literature that can be drawn upon to assemble 
the California Learning Assessment System (CLAS) tests. 
But that failed to end what has become a long-running 
ideological battle on the suitability of the materials used 
to judge how well California students perform. 

Critics of the test maintain that the innovative exam 
- a new approach intended to measure critical thinking 
skills of students against tough statewide standards -
fails to test what public school students learn. Among 
the objections are that open-ended questions seek to elicit 
feelings, not knowledge, from the students. Conservative 
opponents were poised to file suit against several districts 
to block administration of the test. They contend that 
state law requires that parents give permission before 
children take the exams. 

Test supporters characterize the criticism as the 
rantings of right-wing zealots, and say the objections are 
tinged with racism and sexism because many of the 
targeted writing samples are by African-Americans and 
women. 

The debate has carried into the state legislature. Sen. 
Gary Hart (D-Santa Barbara) was among those pushing 
legislation to authorize administration of the test in future 
years, while angry Republican legislators were demanding 
a reappraisal. Assembly Republican Leader Jim Brulte 
(R-Rancho Cucamonga) requested copies of the current 
test, but was denied access by the Department of 
Education. 

On April 20, the Antelope Valley Union High School 
District in Lancaster became the first district to defy state 
law by refusing to administer the test. In a 3-2 vote, the 
district's board of trustees sided with critics who charge 
that the exams fail to adequately measure student abilities 
and inappropriately query their personal beliefs. 

Two weeks earlier, Gary Kreep, executive director of 
the conservative United States Justice Foundation, 
appeared at an Antelope Valley board meeting with a 
chapter director from the Eagle Forum of California. He 
threatened to sue the 12,600 student district if it did not 

July 1994 

seek parental consent before administering the exam. The 
Justice Fo~ndation filed suits against three districts in 
Riverside County and two in Santa Barbara County. 
Another conservative group, the Rutherford Institute, 
sought a temporary restraining order to stop six San 
Bernardino County school districts from giving the test. 

Under threat of such legal action, about a dozen 
districts formally or informally gave parents the oppor
tunity to exempt students from the exam. The 
3,400-student Beaumont Unified School District in River
side County agreed to pursue legal action against the 
state. Superintendent John Wood said the district would 
administer the test but sought a definitive statement on 
its obligations from the courts. 

Trustees for the Santee School District in San Diego 
County suspended administration of the tests until after 
board members could read through and assess the exam. 
The West Covina Unified School District also saiq it 
would not administer the CLAS test until it had been 
reviewed by its board. Reported in: Los Angeles Times, 
April 3, 22. 0 

battle continues over gay paper 
A Fairfax, Virginia, supervisor, saying that the display 

of a gay newspaper in county libraries may encourage 
violation of the state's sodomy law, proposed in May that 
the county prohibit its employees from distributing the 
publication or others like it. The proposal by Supervisor 
Elaine McConnell was the latest twist in a sixteen-month 
controversy over Fairfax libraries' display of the Blade, 
a Washington-based paper aimed at the gay community 
(see Newsletter, July 1993, pp. 101-02; January 1994, p. 
7). 

The proposal, which McConnell offered May 16, 
would rule out activities such as a homosexual health fair, 
scheduled at a county high school. McConnell said that 
in promoting the fair, county school officials may be 
encouraging an activity - sodomy - that is against 
Virginia law. 

"We have to be very careful that government never 
does anything that promotes an illegal act,'' said the 
Springfield Republican. "I would not like to think that 
I was party to something illegal." 

McConnell's plan would prohibit any county employee 
from displaying, distributing, or storing any material that 
solicits or promotes "anyone to violate any criminal law 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia" or "perform any 
activity that is a threat to the public health." It also would 
prohibit anyone who "promotes" such activity from 
using any buildings owned or leased by the county. 

Meanwhile, the twelve-member Fairfax County Library 
Board was divided evenly on contrary plans to resolve 
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the issue. One plan would require children to show iden
tification to read the Blade; the other would formally 
endorse the current open access policy and end the debate. 
As a result, advocates on both sides predicted continued 
controversy. 

''There will be something brought to the table every 
time," said board chair Phylis Salak, who has voted 
against restricting the Blade. "I think it's going to keep 
coming back and coming back and corning back." 
Reported in: Washington Post, April 12, 21, May 13. D 

artistic freedom under siege 
Confrontations over federal funding of controversial 

art may have abated in Washington, but local attacks on 
artistic freedom are proliferating across the country, Peo
ple for the American Way concluded in the organization's 
second annual report "Artistic Freedom Under Attack," 
released in March. 

The report cited 204 challenges to drawings, paintings, 
sculpture, mixed-media works, poetry, plays and other 
performance art in 1992 and 1993, up from 74 instances 
in the 1992 report. But the organization stressed that it 
was presenting "an impressionistic picture. We've had 
more time to research this one, so it contains more cases.'' 

Half of the challenges were based on nudity or sexual 
material and one-sixth involved allegations that the works 
were anti-religious. Homosexual themes accounted for 
thirteen percent of the objections and allegations that the 
material was sexually harassing made up 6 percent of the 
complaints. 

Nearly one-fourth of the complaints came from col
lege campuses. Although not all were successful, in 63 
percent of the cases challengers succeeded in getting art
work removed permanently or temporarily, restricting the 
public's access to it, having it covered up or altered, cut
ting funding for an artist or arts organization or cancel
ing a planned exhibit. 

According to organization president Arthur Kropp, 
attacks on artistic freedom are "not limited to any region. 
Many of the attacks took place in public spaces, but we 
also found that campuses and universities are a large 
percentage of the sites, and that's one of the most un
fortunate findings." Thirty-one percent of the challenges 
were made against art that addressed political issues -
racial and ethnic conflicts, abortion, the Vietnam War, 
the U.S. flag and police brutality. 

"When images, ideas or thought make Americans un
comfortable the impulse is to make it go away," said 
Kropp. "Unfortunately, this has created a climate in
imical to free expression and the exchange of competing 
ideas," Kropp said. Reported in: Washington Post, 
March 28; San Jose Mercury News, March 28. D 
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John Swan 
Long-time Intellectual Freedom Round Table 

member, former chair of the Vermont Library 
Association Intellectual Freedom Committee, and 
Director of the Crossett Library of Bennington Col
lege, John Swan, died on January 26, 1994. 
Throughout his career, Swan was a leader on the 
intellectual freedom battle lines. Even in heated 
discussions, he maintained his good humor and 
marvelous sense of the absurd, while never losing 
sight of his goal - to protect and defend intellec
tual freedom, and to keep the profession strong and 
free from inconsistency or hypocrisy in its stance 
on intellectual freedom issues. 

John Swan's family asked those who wish to 
make a gesture in remembrance of him to make 
donations to the Crossett Library at Bennington, 
to the John Swan Lecture Series of the Vermont 
Library Association, or to the Upstate New York 
ALS Foundation at St. Peter's Hospital in Albany, 
New York. D 
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in review 
Banned in the U.S.A.: A Reference Guide to Book Cen
sorship in Schools and Public Libraries. Herbert N. 
Foerstel. Greenwood Press, 1994. 231 p. $45. 

Foerstel has done it again! Author of Surveillance in 
the Stacks: The FBI's Library Awareness Program, 
published in 1991 and a Choice Best Academic book for 
that year, Foerstel has made another valuable contribu
tion to library literature. 

The title speaks for itself. It is, indeed, a comprehen
sive and readable guide to book censorship in the United 
States. He examines every facet of censorship from its 
beginnings on up to date. This reviewer was especially 
struck by his analysis of eight major incidents from 1976 
through 1992. They include the famous challenges in 
Kanawha County, West Virginia; Washington County, 
Virginia; Island Trees v. Pico in New York; Prince 
Georges County, Maryland; Hawkins County, Tennessee; 
Graves County, Kentucky; Panama City, Florida; and 
Cheshire, Connecticut. The introduction and this first 
chapter are especially well written. 

He next examines the law on bookbanning. He points 
out that the major legal precedent relates exclusively to 
public school censorship rather than public libraries. Most 
of the early case law on bookbanning, he notes, does not 
deal with books at all but concentrates on the authority 
of school officials to control the curriculum and libraries 
as part of the process of inculcating and socializing 
students. Public librarians, however, also will find this 
section of the book helpful even though most litigation 
occurs in the school setting. 

He attributes this to the fact that public libraries have 
a more diverse clientele and find it easier to resolve 
disputes in a less sensitive environment. Some public 
librarians who have faced the wrath of the censors may 
disagree with this assessment. School cases go to court 
because the conflicts are sensitive, legalistic, and intrac
table. Although he describes every conceivable case, his 
examination of the Hazelwood School District v. 
Kuhlmeier decision is very clear. 

Readers will especially enjoy his interviews with banned 
authors. They include Judy Blume, Daniel Cohen, Robert 
Cormier, Katherine Paterson, and Jan Slepian. Their 
points of view concerning their writings are quite 
interesting and revealing. Their responses reflect the 
arguments needed by librarians in retaining their titles in 
their collections. 

A large part of the book includes Foerstel's ranking 
of the most banned or challenged titles in the 1990s. The 
annual listings of challenges by the American Library 
Association and People for the American Way were used 
as samples. His analysis of their content and the basis 
for their controversy is detailed and meaningful. Any 
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librarian faced with challenges of these titles will find his 
comments quite helpful in establishing their own defense. 
To his surprise, only two of the fifty titles were published 
in the 1990s, sixteen in the 1980s, eighteen in the 1970s, 
six in the 1960s, three in the 1950s, two in the 1930s, and 
three in the nineteenth century. He notes, of course, that 
the majority of challenges are unreported and therefore 
never make the lists. 

Impressions is identified as the most challenged title, 
with Of Mice and Men and The Catcher in the Rye rank
ing second and third. Descriptions of the other forty
seven cases follow, ending with Scary Stories 3: More 
Tales to Chill Your Bones, by Alvin Schwartz, as number 
50. His synopsis and background for each title helps 
establish some reason(s), although questionable, why each 
was challenged. Many, it appears, were due to concerted 
efforts by organized pressure groups. 

Foerstel is my kind of author. This is an up-to-date, 
comprehensive, and readable survey and a reference 
source needed in every library collection. In addition, the 
approach is truly fascinating for "read straight through 
from start to finish" people.-Reviewed by Gene D. 
Lanier, Professor, Department of Library Studies and 
Educational Technology, East Carolina University, 
Greenville, North Carolina. 

Censored Books: Critical Viewpoints. Edited by Nicholas 
J. Karolides, Lee Burress, and John M. Kean. Scarecrow 
Press, 1993. 498 p. 

This collection of essays is an update of Celebrating 
Censored Books, edited by Nicholas J. Karolides and Lee 
Burress and published by the Wisconsin Council of 
Teachers of English in 1985. The purpose of this collec
tion is '' ... to provide assistance to the growing number 
of students, teachers, librarians, and parents who find 
themselves confronting a censorship situation." (p. xiii) 
The editors chose the titles that are discussed based upon 
the frequency of challenge. The essays provide a defense 
of these titles and a rationale for providing access to the 
books for readers, as well as support for teaching these 
titles. The book is divided into two parts. The first sec
tion, "Perspectives: Censorship by Omission and Com
mission," offers six authors' views, including Arthur 
Miller, Norma Fox Mazer, and Lee Bennett Hopkins. The 
second section, "Challenging Books," is the heart of this 
work. These essays provide responses and defenses of 
challenged books. 

53 censored works are discussed in the essays. 27 essays 
are repeated from the earlier edition. New essays have 
been written for five works that were in the original edi
tion. One book, Love Story, that was included in the first 
book is not included in this later work. Works discussed 
include classics, such as Catcher in the Rye, A Farewell 
to Arms, Grapes of Wrath, The Scarlet Letter, and, of 
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course, Shakespeare's plays and the Bible. Standard 
young adult titles are represented, including several books 
by Judy Blume, The Chocolate War, My Darling, My 
Hamburger, and The Outsiders. In the Night Kitchen and 
Julie of the Wolves are titles for younger readers that are 
discussed in this collection of essays. Books currently 
under attack are represented by Annie On My Mind. 
Included among the essayists are Katherine Paterson, 
Robin F. Brancato, Edward B. Jenkinson, Sue Ellen 
Bridgers, Joan DelFattore, James A. Michener, ~ee 
Burress, Paula Fox, and Frederik Pohl. This collection 
of essays is an invaluable reference book for all 
libraries.-Reviewed by Gayle Keresey, Media Coor
dinator, Goldsboro High School, Goldsboro, NC. D 

censors and finance shackle 
student press 

High school newspapers around the country have lost 
financial support while school administrators increasingly 
censor their contents, according to a report presented at 
the annual convention of the nation's newspaper 
publishers. The report, by the _Freedom Forum_. an ~n
ternational journalism foundation, found that fmanc1al 
and editorial restrictions on high school newspapers have 
tightened since a similar study twenty years ago. That 
study found widespread censorship. 

The report, the product of two years work, was bas~d 
in part on information gathered by forum researchers m 
hundreds of interviews at scores of high schools and on 
a statistical study of the state of high school journalism 
at 234 schools. 

"High school newspapers are dying a slow death," said 
Judith D. Hines, who helped to organize the report. 
Young people are discouraged from becoming journali~ts, 
she charged, and they are discouraged from becommg 
newspaper readers because of skepticism they learn 
firsthand in high school. In a study of 270 high school 
newspaper advisers, 37 percent said school principals had 
rejected newspaper articles or required changes. 

Citing several surveys, the Freedom Forum report con
cluded that high school journalism was mainly flourishing 
in the nation's wealthier suburbs, and that even in those 
communities, a majority of student journalists were 
relatively wealthy and white. 

"There are large pockets across the nation - and they 
are becoming larger - where student journalists are not 
allowed to exercise responsible free expression,'' noted 
John Seigenthaler, former publisher of the Nashville Ten
nesean and chair of the Freedom Forum. Reported in: 
New York Times, May 1. D 
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anti-press violence on rise 
According to a report released in March by the New 

York-based Committee to Protect Journalists, Attacks 
on the Press in 1993, 56 members of the media, including 
print, radio and TV journalists, were killed on _the job 
worldwide in 1993. Most were local reporters deliberate
ly assassinated in their home countries. In addition, the 
report documented 1265 journalists currently imprisoned 
in 28 countries, compared to 90 the year before. 

The number of reported incidents of intimidation of 
journalists has risen even as scores of countries where 
press freedom didn't exist are developing independent 
media. "There are more journalists getting into trouble 
around the world than ever before because there are more 
journalists than ever before," the report concluded. 
Reported in: Philadelphia Inquirer, March 30. D 

trust in media high, 
but curbs favored 

North Americans and West Europeans trust 
newspapers and television news so much that many 
readers and listeners pronounce the media more believable 
as an institution than even their churches. Yet, despite 
this trust, substantial majorities would like to restrict 
press freedom to protect military secrets, stamp out ter
rorism and cut down stories dripping with sex and 
violence. 

These contradictory attitudes surfaced as a major fin
ding of the Times Mirror Center for the People & the 
Press in a comprehensive survey of opinion about the 
media in eight nations: the United States, Canada, Mex
ico, Britain, France, Germany, Spain and Italy. !he poll, 
released in New York March 15, collated the views of a 
sample of more than 10,000 people. 

Among the findings: 
• More people get their news from television than from 

any other medium. Substantial majorities watch _T~ news 
in all eight countries, but only in Germany, Bntam and 
Canada did more than 50 percent say they had read a 
newspaper the day before. (It was 49 percent in the U.S.) 

• Majorities in most countries believe television and 
newspapers are unfair and one-sided in the way they cover 
the news and that the media tend to invade people's 
privacy. 

• Yet huge majorities believe the media keep politicians 
honest, help democracy and are a good influence on 
society. 

(continued on page 122) 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 
Sutter Creek, California 

A novel available in school libraries for more than five 
years became controversial March 23 when the Amador 
County Unified School District board of trustees declin
ed to add the book to the district's literature list because 
a board member said it "makes America look bad." 

A Thousand Pieces of Gold is a fictionalized account 
of a Chinese woman's immigration to America and her 
subsequent success. Board member Mary Alice Tustison 
said she objected to a part of the book depicting a gang 
rape of the woman. 

"In order to maintain my image as the premier book
burner in the Western World," she said, "I wonder if 
we're not giving young people a negative image of 
America. This book is not age-appropriate for tenth grade 
students. I think we can find an immigrant story that is 
not in this vein." 

Assistant Superintendent John Halverson said the book 
had been submitted to six readers and received a majority 
vote for addition to the core literature list. Reported in: 
Amador Ledger-Dispatch, March 25. 

Clayton, Georgia 
When Amanda Mullaney began reading The Music of 

Summer, by Rosa Guy, as part of a school library
sponsored reading contest, the Clayton County sixth
grader was shocked to find a half-page of a "really gross" 
sex scene. Her mother, Debbie Mullaney, was so outraged 
that she began a campaign against the book in school and 
public libraries. As a result, the book was removed from 
Adamson Middle School shelves, and Clayton's public 
libraries placed it in the young adult section for eighth 
graders and up. 
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But Mullaney's main complaint was against the 
Georgia Children's Book Award Committee, which 
recommended the book to schools and libraries across 
the state. The committee, in its 26th year at the Univer
sity of Georgia, is made up of public and school librarians 
and a representative from the university's Language 
Education Department. Each year the committee recom
mends twenty books for grades four though eight from 
about ninety titles read and voted on by children. The 
Music of Summer was listed as a book "for older 
readers," but Mullaney was not satisfied. 

"The library was the one place I felt safe taking my 
kids," she said. "But it's not as safe as everybody thinks 
it is. Something is very wrong with the way this commit
tee operates." Mullaney said she wants "some type of 
rating system that would flag questionable material." 

"We do this as a public service," responded Lee Galda, 
a Georgia professor who has chaired the committee. 
"Librarians need to read the books themselves. We can't 
and won't be the censors for the state. The larger themes 
in the book far outweigh the incidents that are bothering 
this mom." Reported in: Atlanta Journal, May 3. 

Mediapolis, Iowa 
Judy Blume's controversial young adult novel Forever 

returned to library shelves at Mediapolis Community 
School in mid-April after it was banned by a 5-2 vote of 
the school board March 14 (see Newsletter, May 1994, 
p. 83). But only high school students will be allowed to 
check out the book; junior high students who also attend 
the school will not have access to it. 

Opposition from the public prompted the board to 
reconsider the decision to remove the book. On March 
28, a meeting of about thirty citizens, parents and 
students formed two groups - Citizens for Academic 
Freedom and Students for Academic Freedom. The 
groups won support from People for the American Way, 
a national organization. Petitions signed by 46 junior high 
students, 120 high school students, and 129 other 
residents of the Mediapolis area were then presented to 
the board at its scheduled meeting April 11. The local 
education association also voted to appeal the original 
decision to the state board. 

"Many people felt that First Amendment rights were 
violated when the school board banned the book from 
the library," said school librarian Joanne McCabe. 

The issue was not resolved, however. The board also 
voted unanimously to form a "study group" to address 
the procedure it uses when considering challenged 
materials. Forever will be reconsidered when the board 
puts into place "a more workable policy procedure" for 
addressing books considered for removal, said 
Superintendent William Newman. 

McCabe said she feared that a new policy might speed 
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up the process for removing materials. "I feel that before 
learning materials are rated, restricted, or removed, they 
should be studied carefully," she said. "I don't feel like 
there's any easy way to do that." Reported in: Des 
Moines Register, April 13; Mediapolis News, March 17, 
April 7. 

Hampden, Maine 
Scott Small never imagined he would have anything in 

common with Mark Twain and J.D. Salinger, but the 
local artist learned in March what it's like to be censored 
by a library. On March 24, three of Small's paintings were 
removed from the walls of the Edythe Dyer Community 
Library in Hampden after ten patrons called anonymous
ly over several days to complain about nudity. The three 
works were part of a show of eighteen of Small's paint
ings on display at the library. 

Library director Susanne Robb cited nudity as the 
reason for removing the paintings, but Small's work also 
uses Christian imagery in a way that some may find 
sacrilegious. In one painting, the nude figures are 
cherubic angels, but the foreground depicts the Virgin 
Mary, abortion tools, and a masked figure dropping a 
bloody sack into a garbage can. 

"The patrons have not objected to the paintings as a 
whole," said Robb. "I think the reason they have a prob
lem with these works is because that's not what they are 
coming here for. I think they feel subjected to this art, 
rather than coming here to see it on purpose. I feel it's 
too bad. The paintings were interesting, but if it's going 
to cause stress and strain on the community, I don't want 
that." 

"I can't understand it," said Small. "I feel it's unjust. 
It just seems to me that you try to paint something 
beautiful and you get censored." 

Robb said she never considered the action, taken in 
consultation with the town manager and board of 
trustees, as censorship. "We have a censorship policy for 
our own materials, but not for other materials," she said. 
"I never really considered censorship that went beyond 
print. I'm not in the business of art." Reported in: 
Bangor Daily News, March 25. 

Billings, Montana 
The Wicked Stepdog, by Carol Lea Benjamin, was 

challenged by a parent at Newman Elementary School 
because of objectionable language. Charlotte Nedens 
acknowledged that the novel about a twelve-year-old girl 
troubled by a new stepmother and her dog has redeem
ing qualities. But she objected to its use of words, in
cluding "pornographic," "boobs," "ass," "God," and 
"smoldering kisses." 

"These are all words which I have objected to my child 
using (or using in the manner it is used in this book), have 
never heard him use, or know for a fact that he does not 
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know the meaning of and would prefer that he did not 
know at this age," Nedens wrote in her complaint. 

"I read this book from cover to cover and considered 
what I had read," she continued. "Then I asked myself 
this question, 'Would a teacher read this book aloud to 
the class?' My answer is 'No.' If not, does such a book 
have a place in our school's library?" Reported in: Bill
ings Gazette, April 23. 

Lawrence, New Jersey 
The ACLU of New Jersey came to the aid of parents 

seeking to reverse a Mercer County Library Commission 
order that removed two controversial books about 
homosexual families from the shelves of the children's 
section. In a May 6 letter to the commission, ACLU legal 
director Marsha Wenk said her organization was "deep
ly concerned" by the decision to move the books -
Heather Has Two Mommies, by Leslea Newman, and 
Daddy's Roommate, by Michael Willhoite - from the 
children's sections of the several libraries to the adult 
sections. 

"By removing books from the children's section, the 
commission has usurped the role of parents who do not 
wish their children's access to materials to be censored 
or restrained," Wenk wrote. 

The Library Commission voted to move the books in 
July, 1993, after a parent complained to Mercer County 
Executive Bob Prunetti. Lawrence resident Keith Smith 
wrote that Daddy's Roommate was "an attack on con
servative family values and a moral assault on the im
pressionable minds of young children." The commission 
convened a committee to review the request, and although 
the committee voted to keep the books in the children's 
section, the commission overruled it (see Newsletter, 
July 1993, p. 126; November 1993, p. 177-78). 

"We felt since it was a book to read to children, why 
not put it in the adult section," commission chair Carol 
Angeline said. "We don't think it's a censorship issue.'' 

Other residents, however, concluded quite the opposite. 
An ad hoc group called Many Voices asked the commis
sion to reconsider. ''We believe censorship has taken 
place, and we think that jeopardizes what a library stands 
for," said Lawrence resident Ralph Copleman. "The 
point of having a community library is that every point 
of view is reflected.'' Reported in: Trentonian, May 19; 
Trenton Times, May 4, 5, 14, 19. 

Queens, New York 
A Queens school board member said May 16 that 

books extolling Martin Luther King, Jr., were among 
those he wants banned from school libraries in his district. 
Displaying five library books he collected from New York 
City's District 24 schools, Frank Borzellieri called the 
volumes "anti-American" and voted to get rid of them 
and others. 
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One of the books targeted by the first-year board 
members was Young Martin's Promise, a children's 
biography of King edited by Alex Haley. "The book 
omits important truths about King," Borzellieri said. "It 
doesn't say he was a leftist hoodlum with significant 
Communist ties. King was a hypocritical adulterer." 

Other books on Borzellieri's list were I Hate English, 
a story of a young Chinese girl's struggle to learn the new 
language; Jambo Means Hello: The Swahili Alphabet, 
a picture book that teaches children Swahili words; and 
Crow Boy. Of I Hate English Borzellieri said, "The book 
says what a burden it is they have to learn English. They 
should just learn English and don't complain about it." 

Borzellieri said the books denigrate white American 
culture, "promoting racial separation, and discouraging 
assimilation. It prevents [children] from being proud to 
be Americans," he said. "We are a white, Christian, 
British, Protestant nation. Where does it say we have to 
focus on other cultures?" 

It was unclear how much support Borzellieri had on 
the nine-member board, which in 1993 led opposition to 
the city's "Children of the Rainbow" multicultural cur
riculum. The district is the most overcrowded in Queens 
and contains a rapidly growing immigrant population. 
It is about fifty percent Hispanic, twenty percent Asian, 
and five percent black. Reported in: New York News
day, May 17. 

Springfield, Ohio 
A library book containing the memoirs of a World War 

II soldier was challenged by a mother who found its 
presence in the Northwestern Middle School library 
objectionable. And No Birds Sang, by renowned Cana
dian author Farley Mowat, was alleged to use improper 
language. The 1979 book is a personal narrative of a 
World War II infantryman refuting the notion that it is 
"sweet and honorable to die" and that each battle gets 
easier. The mother apparently lodged her complaint first 
with a Dayton television station before turning to school 
officials. Reported in: Springfield News-Sun, April 8. 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 
A woman complained after George Washington 

Intermediate Elementary School librarian Nancy 
Prentice read a Scottish folk talk to her daughter's fifth 
grade class. Lorri Cindea said that Prentice's reading of 
"Tamlane" during a library class last October was "very 
emotionally upsetting" to her daughter. 

"My daughter came home from school, walked in the 
door and just broke down," she said. "She still has 
nightmares. She still has to sleep with me. I feel 
defenseless. What do I do?" 

Cindea contends the poem contains references to 
satanism and the occult, graphic descriptive terms and 
violence, and that its reading violated the separation of 
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church and state. "It's a very scary story," she said. It 
"should never have been read to my daughter. Any nor
mal adult who has read this story would have said the 
same thing." 

Superintendent Joseph Martin said the folk tale was 
"just read as a Halloween story," with no intention to 
send any religious message. "I sincerely don't believe if 
we read that story to some other fifth-grade group they 
would derive that at all," he said of Cindea's charges. 
Reported in: New Castle News, March 2. 

Vancouver, Washington 
Three books of scary stories were removed from Van

couver elementary schools April 21 after a group of 
citizens and parents challenged an earlier district decision. 
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark, More Scary Stories to 
Tell in the Dark, and Scary Stories 3: More Tales to Chill 
Your Bones, all edited by Alvin Schwartz, were ruled in
appropriate for students in grades K-5 by a three-member 
panel, which unanimously reversed a 5-1 committee vote 
March 22 to keep the books accessible to all students. 

The decision followed almost three hours of testimony 
by 28 people, of whom 21 opposed the books. Only five 
spoke in favor of retaining them. The books had 
previously survived attempts to remove them from 
elementary school libraries in 1991 and 1993. The ap
pellate panel consisted of associate superintendent John 
Erickson, resource coordinator Barbara Mercer, and 
Diana Delich, administrator for educational planning and 
research. 

James Johnston, an elementary school teacher who 
appealed the earlier decision, said the books were for 
readers 9 and older. Parent John Travis said the books 
had caused his daughter to have nightmares. Tom and 
Susan Regan brought a letter they had received from 
President Clinton, who expressed concern "about our 
children's access to media containing excessive violence 
and sexually explicit materials and images." 

Among those opposing the removal was 11-year-old 
fifth-grader Britt Rosenberg, who said, "I don't think 
it's fair that a few parents should choose books for the 
whole district." Reported in: Vancouver Columbian, 
April 22; Portland Oregonian, March 23, April 22. 

Milton, Wisconsin 
Sue Hill's fourth-grade son is a student at Northside 

Intermediate School, which includes fourth through sixth 
grades. He checked out What's Happening to My Body 
from the school library and brought it home. Hill was 
appalled by the line drawings showing sexual intercourse 
and the chapter on "Girls in Puberty," which had draw
ings of a tampon inserted in the vagina. 

"I don't think my ten-year-old son, or anyone's, needs 
to know that stuff," she said. Hill and other parents com
plained and the book, along with a companion volume 
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for girls, was designated for removal to the middle school, 
which serves seventh and eighth grades. But before that 
could happen the books were taken from the library. 
"They were not checked out. They are just missing," said 
media director Kathy Boguszewski. Reported in: 
Janesville Gazette, March 17. 

schools 
Tucson, Arizona 

Controversial art works and books seized from an art 
classroom at Maldonado Elementary School were 
returned April 26 while a formal complaint by parents 
who objected to nudity and "pornographic," 
"perverted," and "morbid" themes in the materials was 
turned over to a review committee. The previous week, 
the parents were allowed to select at least fifteen art prints 
and about fifteen art books that then were seized by Tuc
son Unified School District assistant superintendent Gene 
Benton. 

"I took out anything with nudity in it," said the 
group's leader, Elizabeth Martinez. "There's no dif
ference between a nude and a Playboy picture. We left 
the art teacher with about five books." The parents 
objected to works by artists including Edouard Man~t, 
Pablo Picasso, El Greco, Frida Kahlo, Paul Gaugum, 
Auguste Renoir, Georgia O'Keefe, and Hieronymous 
Bosch. 

School board member Joel Ireland called Benton's 
removal of the prints and books "an outrage." "Pro
cedures were not followed," Ireland said. "A small group 
of parents can't dictate what our children read and study. 
The materials don't sound inappropriate to me." 

Principal Virginia Romero agreed, and after meeting 
with district officials she was permitted to return four 
large reproductions and ten books to the art classroom 
library. "It's a group of parents who have very conser
vative views and are concerned for their children," said 
Romero. "They assume others share these concerns and 
are very vociferous about their views." 

The ten books were The Artist as Visionary, El Greco, 
The Drawings of Renoir, Georgia O'Keefe, The Graphic 
Works of M.C. Escher, Great Painting of Children, 
Manet, Maxfield Parrish, Painting in Transition, and The 
World of Picasso. The four prints were "Hell," a panel 
from "Garden of Earthly Delights," by Hieronymous 
Bosch; "Les Demoiselles D' Avignon," by Picasso; "The 
Moon and the Earth,'' by Gauguin; and ''The Tempest,'' 
by Giorgione. 

Martinez said her son, Adam, was selected to be part 
of a special art education group of fourth- and fifth
graders that meets twice a week. The teacher, who is paid 
by the PT A to teach the class, had selected and purchased 
about $600 worth of prints and books for the 

112 

classroom with outside grant funding. '' Adam told me 
there were some nude pictures in the class," said 
Martinez. "I said I would go see for myself." 

Martinez said the principal accompanied her to the art 
classroom. "I didn't see anything inappropriate on the 
walls, but then I zeroed in on the bookshelf," she said. 
She then asked the principal to remove books that con
tained art "depicting the Madonna and child, babies' 
private parts indicated by a circle and a dot, and a self
portrait by Frida Kahlo of a deer with Kahlo's head 
pierced by arrows," said Romero, who declined to do 
so. "I told her I couldn't remove the artworks without 
following the proper procedure." 

Martinez then met with the art teacher. "She thought 
I was ignorant because I said El Greco was a pervert," 
she said. Making no headway, Martinez then wrote a let
ter asking school officials to remove what she termed 
"offensive artworks" and got "around fifteen parents 
to sign it. The parents went in and took pictures of the 
art in the classroom, and one took a book out of there 
that had a picture of a homosexual lesbian couple, and 
pictures by Renoir and El Greco." 

"Nobody knew this garbage was in there," said Mar
tinez. "One thing Ms. Romero told me was she thought 
the human body was beautiful. If it's so beautiful, how 
come you would be embarrassed if I stood naked in front 
of you? How come a striptease place doesn't have win
dows? All that we're asking is that these disgusting things 
be removed." 

Then Romero recalled, Martinez "called my 
immedi~te supervisor, Gene Benton, our regional 
superintendent, as she often does, and requested that he 
come down to Maldonado to remove the materials." 

''The superintendent asked us which ones we had a 
problem with," said Martinez. "He said to pick them out 
and he would take them before a committee. I told him 
I wanted to be part of the committee, and he said he 
would get back to me about that." Benton said he took 
the material to make it available to the curriculum review 
committee, although the district procedures say that 
challenged materials must remain at the site~ "I left it 
up to the parents' group to make the determination of 
what they wanted removed," he said. "It was my deter
mination to take them at that time." Reported in: 
Tucson Citizen, April 25, 26, 27; Arizona Daily Star, 
April 28. 

Boulder, Colorado 
Students who wrote a play on censorship ran into a 

bit of irony this spring. They said certain schools in the 
Boulder Valley School District censored their work. "It's 
too bad they have decided to ban us rather than cause 
controversy," said 14-year-old Anne Pizzi of Base Line 
Middle School. 
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At issue was the play Don't Read This, written by tQ.e 
Boulder Public Library's Youth Adult Advisory Board 
to dramatize the issue of book banning. The skit urged 
students to compete to read the most banned books this 
summer. 

Cathi MacRae, young adult librarian at the Boulder 
Public Library, said she had scheduled nine performances 
of the play and then distributed scripts to various schools. 
After school administrators read the script, four middle 
schools canceled. 

"It's just a little bit too raw for the captive audience 
in the public school," said Dan Seger, a seventh grade 
language arts teacher at Southern Hills Middle School. 
"It's a situation where our kids would not have had the 
option not to be there.'' 

At Burbank Middle School, Principal Josette Donelly 
said timing was to blame. She said she did not want to 
do a "one-shot stab" at the topic. She also questioned 
the advisability of reading a book simply because it has 
been banned. 

Librarian Libby Berry at Platt Middle School said cen
sorship was a "non-issue" at that school. "This isn't 
something the kids care about," she said, "and it's not 
worth raising if it is not something they were concerned 
about." 

Principal Gayula Lindquist of Centennial Middle 
School said the play was canceled because of the hectic 
schedule in the late spring. Still, she added, ''because of 
the controversial nature of the play, we would need to 
discuss it with parents first." 

''We don't want to offend. We just want to educate,'' 
retorted Allison Barrett of Boulder High School, a par
ticipant in the production. "We're very angry the school 
would attempt to undermine what we are trying to say. 
Simply because we are children we do not have the right 
to freedom of speech." 

"We've created a balanced, intelligent and innovative 
program for other teens about book censorship and the 
issues surrounding it," added Ingrid Ulbrich, a Ni wot 
High School senior. ''The program was approved by our 
supervisor and the director of the library, and we are be
ing backed by the Boulder Book Store. It's a challenge 
for us to understand why, after being supported by a 
public institution and prominent business, the schools 
don't want us." Reported in: Boulder Daily Camera, 
May 7. 

Bradenton, Florida 
The sophomore English teachers at Bradenton's 

Southeast High School thought it was a great idea: bet
ter than lecturing to their students about the horrors of 
the Holocaust, take them to see the Oscar-winning film 
Schindler's List. Southeast Principal Ralph Heath agreed. 
He checked with Jack Shoemake, secondary education 
administrator, who also liked the idea. But Shoemake in-
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sisted they could only make the bus trip if each student 
paid for his own ticket and obtained a parent's signature 
on a permission slip because the film is rated 'R.' 

Parents quickly signed and came up with the money. 
Several called to say it was a great idea. But an 
anonymous woman who acknowledged that she had no 
children at the school called Heath. She was aghast that 
students would be allowed to see such a film, much less 
be driven there in a school bus. Then she called Assis
tant Superintendent Virgil Mills. Did you know the movie 
has a sex scene, between Oskar Schindler and a woman 
not his wife? Mills knew that. He had seen the movie. 
He did not know about the planned field trip. 

End of trip. 
"It's just not appropriate for us to be busing 

sophomores to an R-rated movie," Mills said. "If their 
parents want to take them, that's fine. It's nothing against 
Schindler's List whatsoever. It is violent and brutal. And 
it did take a womanizer and make a hero out of him. It's 
find for adults. But with those sex scenes, it is not 
something I would take my daughter to." 

The decision met with largely negative reaction from 
parents and the community. The same administrators last 
year rejected a production of an award-winning student
performed play sponsored by Planned Parenthood which 
dealt with the dangers of peer pressure, AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases. The play was banned 
despite an endorsement from a faculty-parent-citizens 
committee assigned to review it. Reported in: Tampa 
Tribune, March 25. 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 
The student performers called it an open, honest pro

duction. But some parents and faculty at Hackett 
Catholic Central High School found the student-prepared 
script for The World As It Is so offensive that the pro
duction - once chosen as the school's annual spring play 
- was banned from school grounds. 

"I didn't ever think this was going to be such a big 
issue, that it was going to hurt so many people," said 
a parent of a Hackett student who first called attention 
to the script after reading her daughter's copy. "My goal 
wasn't to shut them down or censor them. [But] I was 
shocked at the language, which was very explicit as far 
as four-letter words and gross obscenities were involved. 
To say that kind of stuff would have brought shame upon 
our school. And they used an attitude in that play that 
is angry, defiant. It was so disrespectful to all of our 
values - family, religion, even teachers. Usually the 
spring play is kind of uplifting, happy. Most of the time 
it is a musical. This is kind of a derogatory play." 

Students fashioned the script by melding bits of 
reenactments from the movie The Break/ ast Club with 
scenes they created during improvisational exercises. The 
script touched on issues such as death, sexuality, violence, 
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and drugs. "We had no idea how prophetic that title 
would be," said director Linda Starkweather, a 22-year 
veteran of professional theater hired by the private school 
two years ago to direct its dramatic productions. 

According to Starkweather, the profanity in the first 
set of scripts that went home with most of the class was 
later edited out. But the parent and a handful of others 
weren't satisfied. Hackett Principal Sam Accorso step
ped in and told the students they could not perform at 
the high school. 

"No one could figure out what was going to be edited 
out," Accorso said. "We made the decision not to make 
it a school production because of that. It was not the stuff 
the kids had done themselves but some stuff they had im
ported from another movie." 

"This entire show is about a bunch of students trying 
to bring a message to the people who most need to hear 
it," said Daniel Hoag, a cast member. "When I first 
heard about the show being canceled here, I felt sorry 
that there are people who didn't want to listen to what 
we have to say." Reported in: Kalamazoo Gazette, 
March 19. 

Minnetonka, Minnesota 
A book used in a seventh grade English class at Min

netonka Middle School West raised the concern of a 
parent who found the content inappropriate for twelve
and thirteen-year-olds. After he contacted the school, the 
book was pulled from the classroom. 

Bill Hardenberg said he found out about The Arizona 
Kid, by Ron Koertge, when he asked his daughter about 
her schoolwork. The book was one of eight on a list of 
optional readings for a unit on "Learning Tolerance." 
It centers on a boy's summer experiences with his uncle 
and contains profanity, and discussions of AIDS, 
homosexuality, and condoms. 

"I think this is garbage," Hardenberg told the school 
board after reading aloud graphic sexual descriptions and 
references to drug use. Superintendent Don Draayer 
replied: "You've made your point, at least to me, and 
I'm distressed by what you read." 

On March 21, Draayer said he had investigated how 
the book came to be used and determined it had not been 
through the curriculum review process. He ordered the 
book removed from the curriculum. Draayer explained 
that the teacher who assigned the book was in her first 
year in the district and the tolerance unit was also new. 
Reported in: Excelsior/Shorewood Sun Sailor, March 23. 

Montgomery, New York 
Betsy Ott couldn't sleep. She was bothered by the 

shadow of censorship that appeared when the Valley Cen
tral school .board voted March 14 against letting teachers 
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use Planned Parenthood materials and a filmstrip about 
types of families in a home economics class. "This is 
censorship," said Ott, a member of Help Our Public 
Education. 

Superintendent Beverly Ouderkirk was also concerned. 
"We're talking about a big issue here," she said. "I feel 
the board's decision is the tip of a very large iceberg." 

In a 5-4 vote, the board eliminated the filmstrip from 
a resource list because a teaching guide that accompanied 
it mentioned ways to deal with the issue of homosexuality. 
The board also barred use of Planned Parenthood 
resources. The move was led by board member Ed 
Martinez and three fellow members of the conservative 
Valley Central Taxpayers Association. 

Martinez insisted that anti-abortion groups be given 
equal time if Planned Parenthood were to remain on the 
home (iconomics resource list - even though the class 
does not deal with birth control or abortion. 

School board President Susan Smith, who voted 
against the deletions, said Planned Parenthood would 
have been a resource for teachers. The group would not 
have sent speakers to the schools. "I find it difficult to 
tell teachers they can't explore every avenue while 
teaching students in the classroom," she said. "It was 
a way for teachers to get more information." 

Board member Patrick Coady, who also voted against 
the changes, said he did not know what the vote would 
mean. "It may well be the first step toward censorship," 
he said. "Time will tell whether it's an aberration or a 
beginning. The board was going beyond its role." 
Reported in: Middletown Times Herald Register, March 
16. 

Hillsborough, North Carolina 
When John Schaenman teaches 9-, 10- and 11-year-olds 

at New Hope Elementary School, he doesn't focus on 
their age but on getting them excited about learning. So 
he showed an edited version of Wall Street, an R-rated 
movie, in September to teach them about the stock 
exchange. At Halloween, he read stories and a poem by 
Edgar Allen Poe to interest them in books. On the 
thirtieth anniversary of President Kennedy's death, he 
assigned ''The Mind of the Assassin,'' a Newsweek arti
cle on Lee Harvey Oswald, to prove that nonfiction can 
be as interesting as fiction. 

And he got into trouble. 
The parents of two boys removed their sons from his 

class, one in November and one in December. Then, at 
the school's request, they filed complaints against those 
materials and several others. 

"We objected to materials presented weekly, if not 
daily, which focused graphically on scenes of violence, 
hostility, death, dying; grief, loss and depression, without 
benefit of psychological backup for these 9- and 10-year
olds," said one of the parents. "Censorship is not the 
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issue here. Trust and professional judgment are." 
Principal Linda Halkiotis appointed a committee, 

which decided the following materials were inappropriate 
for Schaenman's fourth- and fifth-graders: 

• Poe's "The Raven," "The Cask of Amontillado" 
and ''The Mask of the Red Death.'' 

• Wall Street, which Schaenman had personally edited 
to remove sex scenes and bad language. 

• Large parts of Papi/Ion, a PG movie that Schaen
man said he showed to demonstrate the triumph of the 
human spirit. 

• Murder on the Orient Express, another PG movie 
which Schaenman used to introduce his students to 
mysteries. 

• MTV's Top 20 Countdown, which Schaenman used 
to teach about homelessness and nonconformity. 

The committee, composed of the school's librarian, one 
administrator, two teachers and a parent, wrote in a 
March 31 report that these materials could disturb, con
fuse or frustrate elementary school children. 

"I feel the material was developmentally inappropriate 
-- it is adult material/' said teacher Deborah Sievert. But 
· Schaenman said that while parents should have the right 
to complain about how he teaches, the committee's deci
sion threatened to stifle the creativity of instructors. 

Another teacher agreed. "Do they want us to become 
clones?" she said. "This is pretty much of a bombshell. 
If we had a parent who complained about Aladdin or 
National Geographic, it could be temporarily removed 
until a decision could be made. I don't think it's a good 
system." Reported in: Durham Herald-Sun, May 6; 
Raleigh News & Observer, April 30. 

Lexington, North Carolina 
The book Eric, by Doris Lund, the story of the author's 

son's battle with leukemia, was pulled from classrooms 
because of the intense way in which it addresses death, 
not because of profanity, members of the Lexington Mid
dle School media advisory committee said March 30. The 
book came under fire in November when eighth-grader 
Crystal Varner and her mother, Elaine, objected to foul 
language in the book. 

The committee reviewed the book and decided in 
December that it should no longer be taught in class but 
could remain in the media center. "The issue has become 
larger than it started out to be because the whole com
munity is talking about whether or not it was censorship 
and whether or not a professional - one of our 
colleagues - was judged, which was not part of our job 
at all," said Kathy Stillerman, who chaired the 
committee. 

"We felt the book was very powerful," she continued. 
"We were all very much touched by the book. The issue 
for us in deciding that it probably shouldn't be taught 
was more the level of its intensity in terms of discussing 
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the subject of death and dying. We did not take it out 
because of profanity." 

Although district officials agreed with the decision, at 
least one school board member was disturbed by it. Board 
member Mary Geter said, "My child was in the class that 
read Eric, and it didn't affect him," she said. "I guess 
all I can say is that I'm glad they didn't ban the book 
altogether." 

Teacher Karen Craven, who had used the book for 
twelve years, declined to comment on the decision, but 
said future students would miss reading Eric. The students 
"couldn't understand what the controversy was about," 
she said. "They felt like a good book had been taken 
away from them." Reported in: Lexington Dispatch, 
March 31. 

Cottage Grove, Oregon 
Lane County Head Start officials said March 4 that 

a controversial anti-bias curriculum that includes books 
about homosexual families will remain in use - but 
without the books, including Heather Has Two Mom
mies, by Leslea Newman, and Daddy's Roommate, by 
Michael Willhoite. Parents of children in the program had 
voted 18-5 at a tumultuous meeting March 1 to demand 
removal of the books. 

"Somebody's head should roll over this," said David 
Owen, who has a five-year-old son in the program. "It's 
an atrocity that books on homosexuality are being in
troduced at the Head Start level." 

"Until we find the source at Head Start who is behind 
this philosophy and weed that person or persons out of 
office, we're going to be stuck with this overall cur
riculum," Owen said. "This isn't over by a long shot." 

Both books are frequent targets of the Oregon Citizens 
Alliance, which has sponsored ballot initiatives locally 
and statewide opposing homosexual rights. The alliance 
joined the call to remove the books and replace Annie 
Soto, Head Start's county director. 

While agreeing to remove the books from the Cottage 
Grove center, the Lane County Head Start board reaf
firmed its support for the program and for Soto, and said 
parents who may object to the books at the program's 
thirteen other centers would have the option of voting 
whether to keep them. 

Head Start's anti-bias curriculum uses eight categories 
of books to familiarize children with types of families 
other than the traditional two-parent model, Soto said. 
In addition to gender differences, the categories include 
families featuring single parents, physical disabilities, the 
homeless, adoption or foster care, interracial marriages, 
families headed by grandparents and families in general. 

"We're neither promoting nor denigrating anyone's 
sexual orientation," Soto said. "It's just a non-issue for 
our program." Reported in: Portland Oregonian, 
March 5. 
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Marple, Pennsylvania 
Who's the Beast, a kindergarten text, was temporarily 

removed and reviewed by school Superintendent Stephen 
G. Frederick in March following a verbal request from 
a parent who said its message offended his family's 
religious beliefs. The decision triggered the formation of 
a parents' group opposed to the action. "To pull the 
books is not standard policy, and I'm scared," said Kathy 
Fomalong, a leader in Parents Advocating Freedom in 
Education. 

The story, written in verse, describes the similarities 
between members of the animal kingdom. It tells of a 
tiger in the jungle who compares himself with other 
animals, noting they all have legs, eyes, ears and other 
common features. The tiger concludes "we are all beasts, 
you and me." Reported in: Primos Times, April 4. 

Lewisville, Texas 
Bram Stoker's classic gothic novel Dracula was 

eliminated from required reading lists for juniors and 
seniors in advanced English classes at The Colony High 
School March 22 when a committee of parents and 
teachers voted 5-2 in a closed meeting to shift the book 
to a supplemental reading list. 

"We'll be reviewing books that can replace that one 
this summer," said Principal Michael Hall. "It's a dif
ficult situation and my job is to do the best I can for the 
whole school." 

The decision stemmed from a complaint by residents 
John and Ronni Ellis, who said the book contains unac
ceptable descriptions in the introduction, such as 
"Dracula is the symptom of a wish, largely sexual, that 
we wish we did not have." 

Ronni Ellis said she approved of the removal, but it 
did not fully address the problem. "The entire year has 
been a study of monsters, evilness and man's dark side," 
she said of the English curriculum in the school's Learn
ing Enrichment Academic Program (LEAP). "That 
broad description has allowed abuse into the classroom. 
It's abominable that it's going on. We want the school 
district to reflect the decent family values that we moved 
to this community for." 

Rev. David Freehling, a member of the committee, said 
many of those involved in the debate were responding 
on an emotional basis and not because the book contained 
objectionable material. "My feeling is that, in general, 
the committee did not disagree with the book," he said. 
"But because there was so much negative feeling ex
pressed, the consensus was to remove it. I don't think 
the book's actual content was really considered. It was 
made into an emotional issue, and that took it out of the 
realm of reasonable consideration." 

At a Lewisville Independent School Board meeting 
April 11, a large group of parents, teachers, and students 
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spoke out against the decision and asked the board to 
reverse it. "What we have seen with this issue is how a 
group of closed-minded individuals can use scare tactics 
and strongarming to hav;e something removed," Andrew 
Harrison said. 

Pat Parson, whose children went through LEAP, 
praised the program. "I don't complain about much, but 
I can't sit back and allow this to happen," he said. "I'm 
surprised that a decision such as this was made in a closed 
meeting." 

"They did not have my son's interests in mind," 
echoed Cynthia Miggs, whose two children are in LEAP. 
"The Ellises were the only ones to know [of the meeting], 
and they rallied together a group of people to support 
their side. There needs to be an open public hearing, and 
parents should be notified.'' Reported in: Denton Record
Chronicle, March 25, April 13; Lewisville Leader, March 
27, April 13; Coppell Gazette, March 30; Carrollton 
Chronicle, March 31. 

Mt. Pleasant, Texas 
The school board meeting in Mount Pleasant lasted 

{rom 7 p.m. until 2:30 a.m. Students who wanted to 
testify in favor of their drama teacher, Judy Hammonds, 
or of the play they had chosen and loved, were kept in 
a locked room out of earshot. Hammonds, a seven-year 
teacher at Mt. Pleasant High School, was on trial for 
allowing her students to read the Neil Simon play 
Brighton Beach Memoirs. She was entitled to the hear
ing because it was her right as a tenured teacher. 

It would seem, however, that the board members had 
already made up their minds. Soon after the hearing 
ended, Hammonds, who has lived in the rural community 
of 14,000 people 75 miles northeast of Dallas all her life, 
was fired. "I'm no liberal," the teacher said. "I'm a 
Southern Baptist. Everyone knows me here, and they 
know what I'm like." 

No matter. Hammonds' students had just finished 
reading Tennessee Williams' The Glass Menagerie, a play 
situated in the era of the Great Depression. To further 
their understanding of the time period, the students chose 
as their next play Simon's Depression-era memoir about 
family, religion, parental authority, and the coming of 
age. 

Soon after, a ninth grader complained to his mother, 
who sits on the school board, about a passage in the play 
in which a 14-year-old tells his brother that he's had his 
first wet dream. The irate mother marched directly to the 
principal's office to protest. 

In similar situations, many school districts would refer 
the complaint to a committee specified to handle recon
sideration issues. In Mt. Pleasant, there were no such 
structures. Hence, the following week, Hammonds was 
called to the superintendent's office "You are the most 
immoral woman I've ever met," he told her. He refused 
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to renew her contract. 
Hammonds, who has applied unsuccessfully for jobs 

in forty school districts since, has appealed her case to 
the courts, seeking back pay and reinstatement. But she 
says she's struck most by the ability of a single parent 
to change an entire curriculum. "It's an injustice," she 
said. "There are so many hurt and angry students as a 
result of this episode.'' Reported in: Oklahoma Observer, 
March 10. 

Wills Point, Texas 
The Wills Point School Board voted 4-2 March 14 not 

to adopt state-approved seventh-grade science textbooks 
because they include a section about evolution. "Evolu
tion contradicts all the principles I stand for, and I can't 
accept that," board member Lee Howell declared. 
"Evolution is the religion of atheists, people who don't 
believe in God, and I am not willing to compromise on 
this. There are several other sources available where we 
can get textbooks which don't include anything about 
evolution.'' 

"We've had this problem for a long time," added 
. trustee Doyle Ethridge. "When I was in school, our 

teacher told us to turn to the pages where evolution was 
mentioned and cut them out of the textbook and throw 
them away without reading them." 

Superintendent Allen Norman said he "would prefer 
that evolution not be taught in public schools," but 
warned that if the district did not use state-approved texts 
"we will have to pay for other books from other sources, 
and we're talking about a large sum of money.'' He also 
added, "If we refuse to use the state-adopted textbooks, 
our accreditation could also become an issue." 

Norman recommended that the board "adopt the text
books under the basis that evolution must be taught as 
a theory, and at the same time, creation must also be in
troduced, but the teachers should not go overboard either 
way. In fact, the less time spent, the better." 

Howell refused to change his stand on the issue, 
however, and moved not to adopt the books. The 
motion passed. Reported in: Wills Point Chronicle, 
March 18. 

Payson, Utah 
A Day No Pigs Would Die, by Robert Newton Peck, 

was removed from seventh grade classes at Payson Mid
dle School after several parents objected to its language. 
The book was being read aloud to the students. At least 
one parent enlisted the help of the Nebo School District 
watchdog group Citizens for Common Sense in School. 
Four parents complained to principal Ronald Jensen, who 
pulled the book from use. 

"They had problems with language, with animal 
breeding and with a scene that involves an infant grave 
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exhumation," Jensen said. A Day No Pigs Would Die 
is the story of a young Shaker farm boy in rural Vermont. 

Jensen said he removed the book to avoid problems 
and would have it reviewed by the PT A to determine its 
future use. Nebo District Board President Bonnie Palmer 
said the book had been "on reading lists for years, and 
I've never had a complaint." 

"I don't think anyone who read this book would think 
it's a dirty book," Palmer said. She said board members 
would, however, "take a look at it at the district level 
for a determination of age appropriateness." Reported 
in: Provo Daily Herald, April 22. 

student press 
Fullerton, California 

More than half of 6,000 printed copies of the Califor
nia State University, Fullerton Daily Titan published 
April 21 were removed from newsracks. The paper's 
editorial board said a lead article on a student election 
was probably the cause. 

"This was a childish and stupid thing to do," said 
Executive Editor Phillip W. Browne. "It's a form of cen
sorship and in violation of the First Amendment. If peo
ple want to voice concerns or opinions they should have 
done it the right way by submitting letters - not try to 
silence the newspaper." Reported in: Daily Titan, 
April 22. 

Northridge, California 
In an election day caper, almost the entire run of 

California State University, Northridge's student 
newspaper was stolen, thrown in trash dumpsters, and 
replaced in some distribution bins with flyers touting 
Keith Weaver, a candidate for student body president. 
After nearly all of the April 26 edition disappeared, the 
Daily Sundial reprinted the edition with the headline 
"Censored!" across the top - only to have much of that 
edition stolen as well. 

The "stolen edition" contained an editorial endorsing 
Weaver's opponent, Fabio Escobar. The election was held 
on the two days the papers were taken. 

"The bins are empty," said editor-in-chief Paul Bond. 
"This is costing the journalism department a lot of 
money, and we're taking this quite seriously." About 
7 ,000 of the 9,000 copies of the paper were taken, he said. 
"In one respect, these people are creating more demand 
for the Sundial," Bond added. "People are very curious 
about what would make a group of people so anxious." 
Reported in: Los Angeles Times, April 28. 

Oakland, California 
Student journalists at Oakland High School accused 

their principal of censorship May 2 after she quashed a 
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newspaper survey on teenage sexual activity. The May 
3 edition of the Aegis included an article and student poll 
on sexual activity, but student editors and faculty adviser 
Paul August said Principal Joanne Grimm halted their 
efforts to expand the survey. The student journalists 
began talting their survey at the end of March, but Grimm 
ordered them to stop two days later. 

"I understand her viewpoint but her tactics of stop
ping us, I just don't approve of," said Aegis co-editor 
Phuong Tran. Although the poll was stopped, the jour
nalists still published their findings, drawn from 79 valid 
responses, only a small fraction of the 1, 700 students at 
the school. 

Grimm said poll questions were poorly written and not 
conducive to "good research." She also said the poll 
could run afoul of state education codes that allow 
students to opt out of sex education, although survey 
questions were clearly marked as voluntary and for the 
paper's use. Reported in: Alameda Times-Star, May 3. 

Pittsburg, California 
A stack of school newspapers tossed into a trash can 

sparked charges of censorship at Los Medanos College 
in March. A student offended by the sexual content of 
a front-page illustration in the Experience dumped about 
150 of the free newspapers into the trash. It was the latest 
in a series of incidents involving freedom of speech at 
the college. A counselor previously removed satirical 
posters from a women's center display that she charged 
degraded the women they were intended to honor. 

The newspaper theft involved the March 11 issue of 
the paper. The lead story that day was about the censor
ship charges surrounding the poster display. The story 
included a large photograph of a poster that was in the 
display but was not taken down by the counselor. The 
poster showed a cartoon of a man handing a woman a 
vibrator. 

"Basically, it offended women and it offended my 
morals," said Rogelio Dizon, a 26-year-old maQ and 
prenursing student. Dizon removed all copies of the 
newspaper from a rack and tossed them into the garbage. 
"That doesn't celebrate women. That only debases 
women/' he said. "It doesn't bring them out to be 
respected. If we want something that debases, we might 
as well buy a Playboy." 

Experience editors confronted Dizon at the time and 
recovered the newspapers, but filed a complaint with cam
pus police. "I don't think it should be in anyone's power 
to decide what people can or cannot see," said Executive 
Editor Christine Cordova. Reported in: Contra Costa 
Times, March 30. 
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Ventura, (::alifornia 
Tired of writing boring articles about teachers and 

school officials, eighth grader Paul Houston decided he 
wanted to do a story for the Anacapa Middle School 
newspaper that would truly interest his classmates. So he 
penned a column defending the MTV show "Beavis and 
Butthead.'' Although he hoped his column might inspire 
responses from classmates, Houston hadn't considered 
another group of readers: parents. 

Angered by the article, parents called the principal to 
complain that it implied that the school supports the 
show. Some threatened to take the matter to the school 
board. "I didn't think the parents would see it," the 
young journalist commented. "I just wrote what I felt." 

The staff of the Anacapa Title Wave has been making . 
waves since its first issue last October. In the same 
November issue that carried the "Beavis and Butthead" 
column, eighth grader Jennifer Woodman had an article 
that quoted students calling the school cafeteria lunches 
"greasy" and "gross." That did not make the lunchroom 
manager happy. 

Even the personal ads stirred trouble. When the paper 
published a message that called for a boy to "dump" his 
girlfriend - who was named - because "she's not good 
enough for you," the girl's parents complained. Reported 
in: Los Angeles Times, March 15. 

Miami, Florida 
When the University of Miami's board of trustees 

pushed the administration and students to end a con
troversy over the student newspaper's publication of an 
unpopular ad, several student editors pushed back. Four 
editors of the Miami Hurricane quit April 24 after 
meeting with university President Edward Foote, who ex
plained his decision to review the paper's advertising 
policy. 

By the next day, however, all but one had reconsidered. 
Features editor Annette Gallagher said she thought "the 
best way to work against this was from outside the staff 
rather than from inside." 

Gallagher and the other students feared repercussions 
from an ad they ran two weeks before that questioned 
whether gas chambers were used to kill Jews during the 
Holocaust. It suggested that the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., offers no 
proof that they were. 

The ad caused a huge uproar and led a wealthy donor . 
to hold back a $2 million donation to the university. On 
April 12, about 400 students rallied on campus to 
denounce the ad. "Today I feel ashamed to be a part of 
the University of Miami," said Anu Singh, a student from 
Trinidad. 

President Foote originally agreed to let the ad run. It 
has appeared in about 25 student newspapers around the 
country. "As a student editor, I would not have run the 
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advertisement," he said. "As president of the university, 
the standard for decision must be different. At a univer
sity of all places we should err, if at all, on the side of 
freedom of thought." 

But at a regularly scheduled board of trustees meeting 
April 23, a statement was issued saying that next year the 
paper would operate under guidelines that prohibit ads 
that are "hateful or misleading." 

That led the editors to imagine administrators censor
ing the paper's editorial content, but board chair Charles 
Cobb disagreed. "I feel that students are going to have 
broad discretion in terms of editorial policy." 

The paper quickly felt the difference, however. 
Business manager Julio Fernandez said its financial ad
viser was spending more time helping him screen ads. "A 
few ads didn't run because we felt they didn't fit our 
guidelines," Fernandez said. 

. Other universities have intervened more forcefully. 
When Georgetown University's Voice ran the same ad 
last October, staff members were forced to publish a 
retraction and a letter of apology, and to donate money 
from the ad to the Holocaust museum. The Miami paper 
donated the money to the museum voluntarily. The 
Georgetown media board also required the paper's top 
three editors to visit the museum, which one called 
"intensely educational." Reported in: St. Petersburg 
Times, April 13; Miami Herald, April 26. 

Lexington, Massachusetts 
Student editors of Lexington High School's 1994 year

book turned down a proposed advertisement promoting 
sexual abstinence. The ad had been submitted by the Lex
ington Parents Information Network, a group formed 
partly in response to a decision by the School Commit
tee to make condoms and sexual information available 
to students at the high school. 

The ad "doesn't fit with the nature of the book, which 
is supposed to be a kind of memory and history book 
for the students," said Dow Chi, the yearbook's co
editor. He said the staff of about six students decided 
unanimously to reject it. 

Douglas Yeo, chair of the parents' group, said he had 
discussed the issue with lawyers at the Rutherford In
stitute, which specializes in religious freedom cases. In 
a letter to Lexington School Superintendent Jeff Young, 
the Institute said it would file suit if the decision was not 
reversed. 

Young said nearly all the yearbook ads were personal 
wishes and congratulations. In past years, the yearbook 
has contained no ads from advocacy groups. "The LHS 
yearbook staff does not want to break with their tradi
tion of providing students the personal keepsake and start 
a new tradition of becoming a grounds for discussion, 
debate and advocacy," he said. "The students have legal 
grounds to support their contention that it is their right 
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to decide what is printed in their publication.'' 
Massachusetts is one of five states that give students 

the right to make decisions regarding editorial content 
of their publication. Reported in: Boston Globe, April 9. 

Northfield, Minnesota 
An unsigned article containing sexually explicit and 

anti-religious material published in the Northfield High 
School newspaper raised the ire of at least one school 
board member. But questions about the appropriateness 
of the piece evoked charges of censorship from students, 
editors of the newspaper, and the author of the article. 

Board member Ann McGovern first raised the issue of 
objectionable material appearing in the Periscope at the 
February board meeting. She objected to an article on 
the back page of the February issue which used sexual 
imagery in a number of descriptive passages. "I look at 
a student newspaper and I expect it to be a news-paper," 
she said. 

Student Wendy Scholz defended the piece, however, 
saying that any threat to cut funding to the paper would 
be censorship. Scholz said some students objected to the 
article, but none suggested it should not have been 
printed. 

Matthew Smith, who identified himself as the author, 
said he intended the work as a parody of a piece previous
ly published in the Periscope. Smith admitted that his 
satire contained "anti-Christian" and "sexually por
nographic" references. 

Reaction to the article prompted school administrators 
to seek policies regarding student papers from other 
districts, but they took no further action. Reported in: 
Northfield News, March 16. 

Garland, Texas 
Januari Fox was flipping through a calendar last sum

mer when she came across something curious. Her school, 
Naaman Forest High, had scheduled homecoming on the 
holiest day in the Jewish calendar, Yorn Kippur. Co
editor of the school's prize-winning newspaper, 
Timberline, Fox smelled a good story, which she 
published in the paper's first issue of the 1993-94 school 
year. 

"Waiting on the Sideline" incorporated quotes from 
faculty and students, including the school's band direc
tor, Larry Schnitzer, who couldn't attend homecoming 
because of his religious faith. 

Fox thought school officials would appreciate her 
cultural sensitivity. Instead, Principal George Lyons 
responded by hitting the paper with a strict prior review 
policy after the story was published. Since then, the 
editors charge, they have been forced to kill several stories 
and editorials, including three in the April 8 issue. 
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Lyons, however, insisted that students aren't forced 
to remove stories; his staff just suggests changes. "What 
we do is just look through it to see if there's anything 
we feel would be disruptive to the student body,'' he said. 
"I don't know that we actually pull stories." 

But Timberline editorials editor Michelle Mann said 
assistant principal Susie Fegraeus personally told her to 
remove three entire stories. "I was told, 'these do not 
need to run.' It was clear that I didn't have a choice," 
Mann said. "When I asked if there was anything I could 
do to make them run, she said, 'No, not really.'' 

The stories included an editorial about the disparities 
in funding between boys' and girls' athletics at the school, 
and another opinion piece outlining a student's objection 
to medical tests involving human fetal tissue. 

"It makes me mad," said Fox. "It makes me want to 
go off and put something out that will really make 'em 
mad - call it 'Timberline Censored.' All they want is 
to make the school look good.'' Fox said she can't predict 
which subjects and statements will turn out to. be taboo. 
So students instinctively avoid obviously sensitive sub
jects. "We wouldn't ever do anything like write about 
AIDS, or something like that," she said. Reported in: 
Dallas Observer, April 28. 

St. George, Utah 
Two high school students suspended for publishing a 

underground newspaper said they would print another 
edition in two weeks. They also said if school officials 
interfere, they'll take legal action. "I apologize for some 
of the content of the paper; the next one will be more 
polished," said student Nate Pendleton. "They still don't 
have the right to tell people what to write or read." 

Officials suspended Pendleton and Lars Medley, both 
seniors at Dixie High School, for five days March 22 after 
they distributed The Frequent Flyer to students. Medley 
said the assistant principal called him into the school 
office and read him phrases from the paper that he found 
offensive, then suspended him. Five other students who 
contributed to the paper were suspended for three days. 

Pendleton and Medley said school officials were con
cerned about an advice column in the newspaper named 
"Ask Gunter!" The only two responses to questions in 
the column were, "Have sex with him" and "Who cares? 
To hell with you." 

The students said officials told them they could publish 
the paper, an alternative to the official school newspaper 
Flyer Flash, if the principal approved content. "We'll 
never do that; that's exactly why we started it, so it 
wouldn't be censored," Pendleton said. Reported in: 
Deseret News, March 23. 
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art and photography 
Oldsmar, Florida 

For two years this city of 8,600 tried to embrace the 
arts, sponsoring arts festivals, auctions and concerts. But 
city officials drew the line: no nude pictures in City Hall. 

The controversy started as more than seventy people 
browsed at a City Hall reception March 15 admiring a 
twenty-year retrospective of the works of Clearwater ar
tist Claudia Saunders. The 150 pieces, including some oil 
paintings of nudes, had been on display for two weeks .. 
But at a City Council meeting following the reception, 
council member Jon Macdonald raised the nudity ques
tion. Soon the mayor and all four council members voted 
to ban nude artwork from the building. 

"I said, 'What?"' Saunders recalled. "The show was 
well received. I had nothing but wonderful comments. 
There was nothing terrible about them. I could see if I 
had porno stuff in there. What they've rejected is art." 
Nevertheless, the next day, eighteen paintings were 
removed to the city clerk's office. Reported in: St. 
Petersburg Times, March 17. 

Crystal Lake, Illinois 
A student photographer voluntarily removed nude por

traits of his son hanging in an exhibit at McHenry County 
College. Detractors had labeled the photographs "child 
pornography,'' while art instructors described them as 
"wonderful, innocent images." The photographs, which 
had been on display for about two weeks and were part 
of a collection of work by advanced students and instruc
tors, remained in the college showcase. 

The artist asked for the pictures' withdrawal after 
several students complained about them. "He literally 
took them down himself," said photography professor 
Art Hand, who gave the pieces a grade of 'A.' "The 
department and college supported his right to have the 
work there." 

"What really got me was one shot, a portrait, of a boy 
holding his crotch and his penis was sticking out,'' stu
dent Tim Jensen complained. "That got me angry; I feel 
it is child pornography.'' Police also took note of the 
photographs and informed the state's Department of 
Children and Family Services, but did not seek their 
removal. Reported in: Northwest Herald, March 18. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
The walls of the Baton Rouge Gallery were bare April 

13 after member artists refused to allow their works to 
replace an exhibit that was removed during a controver
sy over some nude drawings. "They felt this show was 
being violated by being brought down, and they didn't 
want to violate the artists any further,'' said gallery 
executive director Kathleen Sunderman. 
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The gallery, housed in a building in City Park, was shut 
down April 8 after a viewer complained about two of 
artist Roberta Cohen's paintings. One of the paintings 
pictured a naked male figure threatening a naked female. 
The Baton Rouge Recreation and Parks Commission 
ordered the paintings removed, but gallery officials in
stead decided to close the gallery while negotiating the 
dispute. Cohen and two other artists who contributed to 
the exhibit, however, voluntarily removed their works to 
end the controversy. Reported in: Baton Rouge 
Advocate, April 14. 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Photographs taken by two Boston University students 

were barred from a school art show in February. The art
works of Dana Muchnick and Betsey Gallagher were 
deemed "inappropriate" by the Boston University School 
for Arts Department Director and Professor Stuart 
Baron. · 

Muchnick's worm's eye photograph of Michelangelo's 
David was removed from display because of the angle 
at which it was taken. Gallagher's photos were never put 
up. One depicted a drag queen and a woman drinking 
beer, another one depicted two men dancing, and a third 
showed a woman's topless fashion show. The administra
tion told Gallagher that her photos were "too controver
sial" and "not appropriate to hang in the school because 
it was too publicly accessible." 

Gallagher said she was "embarrassed for the School 
for Art. It is absolutely absurd that an arts school would 
censor its students." Reported in: Brown Daily Herald, 
March 9. 

St. Louis, Missouri 
A Columbia, Missouri , artist said she was more 

dismayed than angry when she found two of her works, 
one a prize winner, had been removed from a St. Louis 
exhibition because they contained nudity. Christine Doerr 
won second place in a contest organized by the St. Louis 
Artists Guild. The winners were to be exhibited on the 
walls of the Skyline Cafe in a Ralston-Purina corporate 
building. 

Doerr's award-winning "photographic collage" 
depicted two angels slumbering together alongside an 
abandoned car. The angels are nude, although no 
genitalia are exposed . Her other piece showed a landscape 
with a murky lake and two small naked figures emerging 
from the water in the right-hand corner. One figure, 
Doerr herself, is facing forward, nude from the knees up. 

Deborah Gloeckner of the operations division at 
Ralston-Purina said on February 28 that she examined 
all the entries in the exhibit. She made the decision to 
remove Doerr's works and another piece that were 
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"possibly offensive." She said other exhibits have drawn 
complaints from company employees who eat in the 
Skyline Cafe. 

"We blew it," commented Pete Glass of the St. Louis 
Artists Guild. "We didn't do a good job in monitoring 
the contest entries." The photography exhibit was the 
first showing outside guild property, a situation created 
by the lack of available space. Glass said the guild 
regarded the Skyline Cafe as a public gallery, not a private 
facility, and accepted and awarded entries that did not 
conform to Ralston-Purina's standards. "I would say the 
company appeared to be conservative," Glass opined. 
"But it is their place." Reported in: Columbia 
Missourian, April 1. 

television 
Dothan, Alabama; Monroe, Louisiana 

Two television stations in the Deep South pulled the 
April 25 episode of "Northern Exposure," which 
depicted a gay wedding. KNOE-TV of Monroe and 
WTVY of Dothan were the only CBS affiliates known 
to have preempted the quirky series. KNOE denied that 
advertiser pressure or letter-writing campaigns prompted 
the action. WTVY station executive Donald Tomlin said, 
"It's purely a community matter, not related to any pro 
or con interests whatsoever." Reported in: Idaho 
Statesman, April 30. 

foreign 
Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 

Schindler's List, Steven Spielberg's Academy Award
winning film about the Holocaust, has been effectively 
barred from theaters in many Arab and Islamic countries. 
Citing everything from the Hebron massacre, in which 
a Jewish extremist killed Muslim worshipers, to the asser
tion that the movie is "propaganda with the purpose of 
asking for sympathy," to the traditional Muslim abhor
rence of nudity and sex in movies, various Islamic govern
ments have given the film a cold reception. 

On April 5, for instance, the Lebanese authorities con
fiscated advertising material about the film and said that 
any imported prints would be confiscated. They declined 
to give a reason for their actions. In Jordan, Informa
tion Minister Jawad Al Anani said he wanted to ban the 
film because of the Hebron massacre. ''This is not an 
opportune time" to show the film, he said. 

It was Malaysia that initially banned the film as "pro
paganda with the purpose of asking for sympathy." In 
addition, Malaysian authorities said the film depicted 
Jews as "stout-hearted" and "intelligent," while show-
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ing Germans as brutal. A letter from the government's 
censorship board to the distributors said, "The story of 
the film reflects the privilege of virtues of a certain race 
only." 

After an outcry from leaders of Jewish organizations 
and others, Malaysian authorities said they would recon
sider the ban but only if numerous scenes were deleted, 
including scenes with sexual content, a scene of a Jewish 
man being shot in the head by a German, and scenes of 
naked men and women being examined by German 
doctors. 

"I won't make one cut," Spielberg said. "I'm not in
terested in getting into a contest with them. This film 
needs to be shown intact." 

Schindler's List has done exceptionally well in non
Islamic countries. By April, the film had grossed over $75 
million in the United States. In Germany, it was the 
leading box office attraction; in one weekend, over 
500,000 Germans saw the film. Schindler's List also 
dominated the box office in Austria, Italy, Japan, and 
Latin America. The film also has done well in Poland, 
where the events it depicts took place. It was scheduled 
to open in Russia in June. Reported in: New York Times, 
April 7. 0 

(media survey ... from page 108) 

• Americans know less about current events than any 
of the nationalities polled. Asked a series of five ques
tions, 37 percent of the Americans polled got all five 
wrong, while only 3 percent of the Germans, who did best 
on the test, failed all five. 

In principle, majorities everywhere opposed censorship. 
Those opposed to "putting restrictions on what 
newspapers and TV news programs can report" ranged 
from 73 percent in Spain, which had official censorship 
only twenty years ago, to 52 percent in Britain, where 
the popular press is held in low regard. 

But this mood changed when those polled were asked 
about restrictions in specific cases, such as protecting 
military secrets, discouraging terrorism and restricting 
portrayals of explicit sex and unnecessary violence. Here 
the survey found what it called "alarming levels of public 
support for government restrictions." 

Majorities in all eight countries supported censorship 
of stories of "unnecessary violence." Majorities in all ex
cept Italy supported censorship to "discourage ter
rorism." Strong majorities in all except Italy and Spain 
supported censorship to protect military secrets and to 
restrict "portrayals of explicit sex." Reported in: Los 
Angeles Times, March 16. 0 
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mailbag 

To the Editor, 

It was with dismay that I read an article filled with 
erroneous information concerning the Tulsa Library 
System in the March 1994 issue of the Newsletter on In
tellectual Freedom. Following is the factual 
account of what actually occurred in Tulsa: 

Last fall, a man by the name of Mr. Neal, asked,staff 
members to distribute copies of a Wichita, Kansas, 
publication titled The Parachute. He was told that the 
publication couldn't be distributed because the library's 
policy which pertains to free distribution of materials 
states, "The majority of the contents of a publication 
must feature information about library services and ac
tivities, or events, services and activities of established 
Tulsa non-profit community organizations .... " Mr. 
Neal then alleged that the Library was discriminating 
against the gay community and proceeded to contact the 
local and national media. Meanwhile, a staff committee 
was appointed to examine the policy and all of the 
materials that were being distributed free of charge. They 
recommended some rewording of the policy to make it 
more clear, but the intent remained the same. They also 
determined that the policy was being applied in an ob
jective and fair manner to all. The policy, examination, 
and recommendation was then presented and approved 
by the Library Commission. 

Although Mr. Neal alleged discrimination and censor
ship, he also stated publicly and in print that "the Tulsa 
Library did a good job providing gay and lesbian-related 
materials through its collection of books and 
periodicals." In a conversation with a staff member, he 
said something to the effect that if he couldn't get the 
newspaper distributed through the Tulsa libraries, he 
would be out of a job as sales representative for The 
Parachute. We believe that this was purely a commercial 
venture and that it was very unfortunate that he used the 
gay/lesbian issue to try to create a job for himself. In 
doing so, he alienated some other members of the local 
gay community, who disliked the fact that he attacked 
the library and acted as spokesman for them. 

After receiving several calls from national media 
representatives, following calls from Mr. Neal, I talked 
with a local attorney who is an activist for gay rights and 
is also the legal counsel for ACLU. He was aware of the 
situation, had reviewed our policy, did not agree with Mr. 
Neal's allegations and volunteered to speak on the 
Library's behalf should we receive any more inquiries. 

Pat Woodrum 
Executive Director 
Tulsa (OK) City-County Library System 
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-from the bench-

U.S. Supreme Court 
People who think federal regulators aren't tough 

enough on indecent radio broadcasts suffered a setback 
April 25. On that day, the U.S. Supreme Court let stand, 
without comment, a ruling that bars radio listeners upset 
over allegedly indecent broadcasts from asking federal 
courts to revive complaints dismissed by the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC). . 

Peter Branton of Chattanooga, Tennessee, filed a com
plaint with the FCC about a February 28, 1989, segment 
on the trial of reputed mob boss John Gotti on National 
Public Radio's "All Things Considered." The segment 
included 110 seconds of a federal wiretap of Gotti in 
which he used "variations of the F-word ten times." 

The FCC turned Branton down because the profanity 
that offended him was part of a "legitimate news story" 
in which the use of expletives "was not gratuitous, 
pandering, titillating or otherwise patently offensive.'' 
Branton sought help from the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit, but a panel of that court 
rejected his suit last June. Reported in: St. Petersburg 
Times, April 26. 

Despite a Florida judge's warnings, abortion protesters 
continued to crowd around cars pulling into a Melbourne 
health clinic, pushing anti-abortion literature through car 
windows. They erected ladders along the clinic's fence, 
shouting to people on the grounds. They trailed doctors 
and staff, calling them "baby killers." So Judge Robert 
McGregor in April, 1993, created a large buffer zone 
around the ranch-style building in Melbourne. He said 
anti-abortion groups could not chant, picket or otherwise 
demonstrate on the public sidewalks, streets and grounds 
within 36 feet of the clinic. 
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Now the U.S. Supreme Court is being asked in Madsen 
v. Women's Health Center to decide for the first time 
whether such court orders violate the free-speech rights 
of protesters. As with all things abortion-related, con
flicts run deep. The two courts that reviewed the 
Melbourne order, the Florida Supreme Court and a 
federal appeals court, differed on whether it was 
constitutional. 

"While the First Amendment confers on each citizen 
a powerful right to express oneself," said the Florida 
Supreme Court, "it gives the picketer no boon to jeopar
dize the health, safety and rights of others. No citizen 
has a right to insert a foot in the hospital or clinic door 
and insist on being heard - while purposefully blocking 
the door to those in genuine need of medical services." 

The state court, whose opinion came under review in 
the U.S. Supreme Court case heard April 15 said the 
Melbourne restrictions target not what can be said, but 
when, where and how it may be said. Separately, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit ruled that the 
McGregor order was impermissibly based on the content 
of the protesters' speech. The order has not been enforced 
while the case is pending. Reported in: Washington Post, 
April 13. 

The Supreme Court on April 18 agreed to decide 
whether a controversial ban on federal employees' 
honoraria should be reinstated. An opinion in the case, 
not expected until late 1994 or early 1995, will determine 
whether some two million executive branch workers may 
accept money for articles written or speeches given on 
subjects unrelated to their jobs. 

A federal appeals court ruled last year that the ban, 
part of the Ethics Reform Act of 1989, violated workers' 
rights of free speech. The federal government appealed, 
and in the interim, the Justice Department said that 
workers who take honoraria will not be punished until 
the dispute is resolved. 

After the Treasury workers union sued, a federal 
district court declared the law invalid to the extent that 
it banned honoraria when no relationship existed between 
the subject of the speeches or writings and the federal 
employee's official duties. The U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit affirmed, saying that First Amend
ment guarantees required a "nexus between the 
employee's job and either the subject matter of the 
expression or the character of the payer.'' The entire pro
vision limiting honoraria for "career" executive branch 
workers was struck down. The court refused, as the 
government urged, to modify the provision to preserve 
a ban on compensation when there was an "appropriate 
nexus" between the employee's job and the speech, arti
cle or appearance. 

In an appeal, Solicitor General Drew Days, III, asked 
first that the High Court find the entire provision con
stitutional. Barring that, he said the justices should save 
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Congress from having to rewrite the statute by upholding 
the law when applied to extracurricular activities that do 
relate to a worker's job. Reported in: Washington Post, 
April 19. 

The Supreme Court March 30 considered how a state 
could educate the disabled children of a reclusive 
Orthodox Jewish village without unconstitutionally favor
ing their religion. The unusual case, Board of Education 
v. Grumet, argued in a packed courtroom dotted with 
Hasidic men dressed in black and wearing long sidecurls, 
focuses on the New York legislature's creation of a special 
district specifically for disabled children in the small 
village of Kiryas Joel. Yet, a ruling in the fractious area 
of church-state law could broadly affect how much 
governments are involved with religion and how 
America's public schools are set up. 

"Was governmental power transferred" to the religious 
community, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy wanted to 
know. Did New York single out a particular religious 
group for benefits, Justice Sandra Day O'Connor 
asked. "This seems to be a dangerous precedent," 
O'Connor said of the 1989 law written for the Satmar 
Hasidic village about 40 miles north of New York City. 

At issue was a unique law addressing the needs of the 
mentally retarded and other disabled children of the 
Hasidic Satmar community. Nathan Lewin, lawyer for 
the district, told the justices the legislature had properly 
accommodated a special local problem. He emphasized 
that the village school is secularly run. Reported in: 
Washington Post, March 31. 

libel 
Washington, D.C. 

In an unusual move, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit amended a published 
opinion and substituted a revised standard for determin
ing whether a book review is libelous: commentary in a 
book review is actionable in defamation only if the 
reviewer's interpretation is not supportable by reference 
to the written work. Two judges said they changed their 
minds because their prior opinion in the case of Moldea 
v. New York Times (see Newsletter, May 1994, p. 92) did 
not give book reviewers the "constitutional 'breathing 
space' appropriate to the genre." Reported in: U.S. Law 
Week, May 10. 

colleges and universities 
New York, New York 

A City College of New York professor who was 
accused of bigotry and anti-Semitism deserves his job 
back but not $360,000 in damages, a three judge panel 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit ruled 
April 18. The panel upheld the reinstatement of Leonard 
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Jeffries as chair of the black studies department, declar
ing that the First Amendment "extends to all speech on 
public matters, no matter how vulgar or misguided." But 
the court also ruled that Jeffries did not merit a $360,000 
punitive damage award. The judges sent the case back 
for a trial on how much he should receive. Reported in: 
Orlando Sentinel, April 20. 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
The University of Virginia's exclusion of a religious 

magazine from its student activities fund doesn't violate 
the First Amendment's free speech guarantee, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit decided March 
14. The school's compelling interest in avoiding an 
Establishment Clause violation justified the content-based 
discrimination against religious speech. 

The student activities fund, derived from assessments 
on students, finances a variety of activities, but excludes 
religious activity. The court agreed that the exclusion con
ditioned receipt of state benefits on protected expression, 
but concluded that the university had a compelling in
terest in maintaining strict separation of church and state. 
Seeing no way to avoid an Establishment Clause viola
tion except by barring funds for all religious activity, the 
court found the ban narrowly drawn. Reported in: U.S. 
Law Week, March 29. 

recordings 
Olympia, Washington 

A Washington state law designed to keep children from 
buying recordings with "erotic" lyrics violates the free 
speech rights of adults and is unconstitutional, the 
Washington Supreme Court ruled April 14. The law, 
believed to be the first of its kind in the nation, never 
took effect. It would have allowed a county prosecutor 
to ask a judge to declare that a particular recording ap
pealed to minors' prurient interest and offended com
munity standards. If the judge agreed, the recording 
would have been forced to carry an "adults only" label. 

Although the state constitution permits the legislature 
to regulate speech it considers harmful to minors, the 
erotic music law also would have applied to adults and 
is an unconstitutional prior restraint of their protected 
expression, Justice Charles Smith wrote in the unanimous 
ruling. 

The decision followed a 1992 ruling by King County 
Superior Court Judge Mary Brucker, who declared the 
law unconstitutional and issued an injunction blocking 
its enforcement. Reported in: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
April 15; Tacoma News-Tribune, April 15; Washington 
Post, April 15; U.S. Law Week, April 26. 
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television 
Los Angeles, California 

A judge in Los Angeles refused to bar the local broad
cast of a television movie about the Menendez brothers 
despite their attorneys' fears the "docudrama" could 
taint the jury pool for the second trial. U.S. District Court 
Judge Manuel Real ruled April 12 that the Fox Broad
casting Corporation's scheduled broadcast of "Honor 
Thy Father and Mother: The True Story of the Menendez 
Brothers" was protected by the First Amendment. 

"I have enough confidence in the trial judge that he 
or she can take care of any problems that might arise," 
should potential jurors see the movie, Real said. Reported 
in: Riverside Press-Enterprise, April 13. 

San Francisco, California 
On April 1, a federal judge barred Viacom Cable of 

San Francisco from censoring public access programs, 
even if they contain what the company considers inde
cent material. The court also ruled that shows on leased 
access channels, on which producers pay to air their pro
grams, can be regulated but not banned outright. 

The ruling stemmed from Viacom's cancellation of the 
show "Erotica SF," described by its producers as an 
educational program that promoted safe sex. 

Public access channels, on which people air programs 
without charge, and leased access channels "were meant 
to serve as public forums, accessible to all interests, in
cluding those that may otherwise lack the resources to 
communicate through electronic media," U.S. District 
Court Judge Barbara Caulfield said. 

Her ruling came in the form of a preliminary injunc
tion that effectively stopped Viacom from censoring 
shows, at least until a suit brought by several community 
access producers and viewers is resolved. The plaintiffs 
say Viacom censored First Amendment-protected speech 
by cancelling "Erotica SF." Viacom holds a monopoly 
on cable TV in San Francisco, serving 161,000 
households. 

Caulfield's ruling allowed Viacom some discretion in 
regulating the leased access programs. The company can 
schedule the programs at night and scramble the recep
tion. The picture would be unscrambled only at an adult 
customer's request. But Caulfield issued a set of strict 
guidelines that Viacom must follow to assure that 
scrambled shows are accessible. 

"While the need to protect children from exposure to 
indecent material is a compelling government interest," 
Caulfield wrote, "a total ban on indecent leased or public 
access programming is not the least restrictive means of 
achieving that goal." Reported in: San Francisco 
Examiner, April 2. 
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abortion 
Trenton, New Jersey 

The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled April 6 that 
picketing outside abortion clinics can be limited but 
stressed that the message of the picketers cannot be cen
sored. The state's highest court ruled on three cases, one 
involving a demonstration outside a Jersey City health 
center and two involving protests at doctors' homes in 
1990 and 1991. 

In the health center case, a Superior Court judge bar
red anti-abortion demonstrators from blocking a busy 
local street or from harassing or interfering with patients 
or staff. The order also prohibited picketing directly out
side the center. The Supreme Court agreed, reasoning that 
crowd control, ensuring the smooth operation of a clinic, 
and preventing hazards in a public roadway warranted 
limits on free expression, so long as the limits do not bear 
on what is said. But the high court ordered the lower court 
to allow controlled pickets near the clinic entrance. 

In ruling in the other cases, the court stressed that 
courts cannot control the content of the protesters' 
messages. It agreed with an appeals court opinion that 
struck down a lower court ruling saying pickets could not 
stand outside a doctor's home and call him a baby killer. 
But it said that authorities could limit how far away the 
picketers must be. It said the right to free speech must 
be balanced against the doctor's right to privacy. 
Reported in: Washington Post, April 7. 

cartooning 
Largo, Florida 

It was the kind of outcome that neither side could em
brace. On March 25, a six-member jury told cartoonist 
Michael Diana that his self-published magazine Boiled 
Angel was not protected by the First Amendment because 
it was obscene. Three days later, Pinellas County Judge 
Walter Fullerton declined a prosecutor's request to im
prison Diana for two years. 

The 24-year-old artist was sentenced to three years' pro
bation. While on probation, he must perform eight hours' 
community service each week, pay $3,000 in fines, have 
no contact with anyone younger than 18, submit to 
periodic searches to confirm he is no longer producing 
obscene material, and agree to a psychological evalua
tion. Diana was also ordered to complete a course in jour
nalistic ethics. Reported in: St. Petersburg Times, March 
26, 29, April 4; Tampa Tribune, March 26. 

(continued on page 131) 
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is it legal? 

libraries 
Olympia, Washington 

The Citizens · Alliance of Washington, sponsor of an 
initiative to restrict gay rights, on April 5 filed an initiative 
that would keep sexually explicit library materials from 
children. The initiative would require libraries to put sex
ually explicit books and materials out of reach of young 
people under 18. 

"This isn't a censorship initiative," said Sam Wood
ward, executive director of the group. "It wouldn't keep 
books by Hemingway or Mark Twain away from 
children. It would just keep trash such as The Joy of Gay 
Sex out of their hands in libraries. It would not affect 
adult accessibility." 

The proposal was filed as an initiative to the 
Legislature. If the sponsors obtain the requisite number 
of valid signatures by December 30, the proposal would 
be certified to the Legislature. The lawmakers then would 
have three options: they could approve the proposal as 
written, in which case it would become law; they could 
ignore it, in which case it would go on the November, 
1995, general ballot; or they could enact an alternative 
measure and send both proposals to a popular vote. 
Reported in: Portland Oregonian, April 6. 

abortion rights 
Washington, D.C. 

President Clinton on May 26 signed legislation that 
bars anti-abortion demonstrators from blocking access 
to clinics or threatening patients, decrying "the extremism 
and the vigilante conduct which gave rise to this law." 
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Two anti-abortion groups immediately filed suit to over
turn the law, arguing that it interfered with their constitu
tional rights of free speech and religious freedom. 

Clinton signed the law, the Freedom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances Act, at a White House ceremony attended by 
the children of David Gunn, the Florida physician who 
was murdered by an anti-abortion protester last year. 
''We simply cannot - we must not - continue to allow 
the attacks, the incidents of arson, the campaigns of in
timidation upon law-abiding citizens that (have) given rise 
to this law," Clinton said, citing the murder of Gunn and 
the shooting of another doctor outside his clinic in 
Wichita, Kansas, last summer. 

"No person seeking medical care, no physician pro
viding that care should have to endure harassments or 
threats or obstruction or intimidation or even murder 
from vigilantes who take the law into their own hands 
because they think they know what the law ought to be," 
Clinton said. 

The law, which has been a priority for the abortion 
rights movement, makes it a crime to block access to 
clinics, damage their property or injure or intimidate pa
tients and staff. Approved by the Senate 69-30 earlier in 
the month, following a 241-174 House vote, it calls for 
jail terms and stiff fines. It was enacted after the Supreme 
Court ruled last year that an 1871 civil rights law could 
not be used to halt anti-abortion protests and a Justice 
Department review concluded existing statutes were in
adequate to deal with the growing problem. Abortion 
rights supporters say there have been 3,000 incidents of 
violence, vandalism and harassment at abortion clinics 
since 1977. 

Anti-abortion activists argue that the law punishes 
them for legitimate civil disobedience and for expressing 
their religious views. The National Right to Life Com
mittee accused the president of allowing abortion rights 
supporters to "crush peaceful protesters' free speech with 
federal lawsuits." 

Randall Terry of Operation Rescue, the group that has 
blockaded clinics across the country, said the law "shows 
the ever-growing anti-Christian persecution that is com
ing from our government." The American Center for 
Law and Justice sued on behalf of Terry and Operation 
Rescue, and the American Life League filed a separate 
lawsuit seeking to have the new law overturned. 

But the American Civil Liberties Union called the law 
"a milestone in congressional protection for reproduc
tive freedom" and said it protects "peaceful protest and 
free speech.'' Responding to critics of the legislation, the 
president said, "This bill is designed to eliminate violence 
and coercion. It is not a strike against the First Amend
ment." Reported in: Washington Post, May 27. 
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schools 
Caddo Parish, Louisiana 

Caddo Parish's controversial sex education programs 
are headed back to court. In a special meeting April 13, 
the school board voted to seek a rehearing with the 
Second Circuit Court of Appeal, which in March upheld 
a trial court ruling that portions of Caddo's abstinence
based curriculum violate state law. The board wants Sex 
Respect and Facing Reality taught without revisions. 

Members voted 7-4 to apply for the rehearing. Those 
oppos~d argued that too much time and money had been 
spent m the battle already. The sex education programs 
have been in dispute since 1992, when a group of citizens 
filed a lawsuit saying the programs contained informa
tion that violated state law. Agreeing, a Caddo District 
Court judge ordered revisions last spring. The school 
board appealed. Reported in: Shreveport Times, April 14. 

Bristol, Virginia 
School officials in Bristol said April 4 they would drop 

a plan to use the Bible as a textbook after a threatened 
lawsuit over its constitutionality. "We can't afford to 
fight the case," said school board chair Ronald Morgan. 
"I've got an IQ higher than a lawn mower. I know when 
you can fight something and when you're whipped." 

The swift retreat came after the state chapter of the 
ACLU warned that the plan was a clear violation of the 
sepa~a!ion of church and state. An attorney for the 
V1rgmia School Boards Association agreed. 

The proposal revived a decade-old fight over God in 
the classroom. In 1983, the city was forced by a federal 
lawsuit to halt Bible classes for elementary school 
students. Morgan, who was mayor at the time, vowed 
never to surrender and eleven years later resurrected the 
issue with a resolution brought before the school board. 
The proposal called for using the King James version of 
the Bible to teach grammar, literature and history at the 
city's only high school. 

Although the plan prohibited prayer or discussion of 
salvation, board members cited their hope of teaching 
morality as a reason to use the holy book. Those 
statements, said Kent Willis, director of the Virginia 
ACLU, made the board's true motivation clear: to 
advocate a particular religious dogma. Reported in: 
Washington Post, April 5. 

colleges and universities 
Washington, D.C. 

College officials have asked the Clinton administration 
to reconsider its new guidelines for dealing with racial 
harassment on campus, arguing they collide with the right 
to free speech. The American Council on Education 
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(A~E),_ t~e largest organization representing colleges and 
umversities, wrote the White House urging changes in the 
guidelines published in the Federal Register. 

A major concern is that federal civil rights investigators 
would check to see if colleges police harassing conduct 
defin~d in the guidelines as including "verbal, graphi~ 
or wntten" communication. Several officials said the 
guidelines, issued by the Department of Education fail 
to distinguish between incidents and expressions of r~cial 
harassment. 

"If followed, they would cause most schools to violate 
the First Amendment," said Sheldon Steinbach, ACE 
general counsel. Several state courts have struck down 
school "speech codes" seeking to regulate offending and 
hateful campus speech. 

Assistant Secretary of Education Norma V. Cantu 
dismissed the criticism as a ''misunderstanding'' and said 
the g_uid7Ii~~s a~7 '.'internal policy" that "does not carry 
!he fmahty of fmal regulations." She said a "separate 
mdependent document" on free speech issues will be 
published, and she disagreed with those who read the 
guidelines published in the March 10 Federal Register as 
conflicting with the First Amendment. 

But college officials said the guidelines' nod to free 
speech was meaningless and further muddied an extreme
ly complicated and sensitive issue. Reported in: 
Washington Post, May I. 

Chicago, Illinois 
As the religion professor delivered a lecture at the 

Chicago Theological Seminary, a school official sat with 
a tape recorder, a kind of word cop in case the professor 
said anything "offensive." The 63-year-old professor, 
Graydon Snyder, was being monitored after a sexual 
harassment ruling in a case that many said illustrates the 
Orwellian consequences of stringent codes intended to en
force political and moral rectitude. 

In a discussion of the role of intent in sin, Professor 
Snyder recited a story from the Talmud, the writings that 
make up Jewish civil and religious law, about a man who 
'.alls off a ro~f, lands on a woman and accidentally has 
mtercourse with her. The Talmud says he is innocent of 
sin, since the act was unintentional. 

A woman in the class was offended, not by the sexual 
theme but because she believed the story justified brutality 
toward women. She filed a complaint against Snyder an 
ordained minister who had used the Talmudic Jessa~ in 
the classroom for more than thirty years. 

1:he ~niversity_ issued a formal reprimand and put 
notices m the mailboxes of every student and teacher in 
the school telling them that Snyder had "engaged in ver
bal conduct of a sexual nature'' that had the effect of 
"creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive" 
environment. 

(continued on page 131) 
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success stories --

libraries 
Chandler, Arizona 

Gloria Goes to Gay Pride, by Leslea Newman, will stay 
in the children's section of the Chandler Public Library 
despite a complaint by a patron who wanted the picture 
book moved to the adult section. The library made its 
decision May 2. 

"The selection and placement of the book is consis
tent with library purpose and policy; the book is tastefully 
done and well-recommended; and for those reasons, I 
believe that it should remain in the children's collection," 
wrote Library Director Karen Drake to Jamie Lynn 
Luper, who complained about the book after her one
year-old daughter pulled it from the shelf. She said the 
book was a "skillful presentation to the young child about 
lesbianism/homosexuality.'' 

Drake, who acted on the recommendation of a com
mittee, said her decision was based on several factors, 
including that the book is aimed at an audience of 2- to 
7-year-olds and would typically be read to a child by an 
adult. Drake also cited the library's materials selection 
policy. 

"Your daughter may have pulled the book off the 
library's shelf, but you made the decision not to read it 
to her - a clear example of the policy working effec
tively," Drake wrote, adding, "Other parents may have 
made a different decision, but the decision was yours and 
theirs to make, not the library staff's." Reported in: Mesa 
Tribune, May 3. 
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Gilbert, Arizona 
On March 16, Gilbert's Library Advisory Board upheld 

a decision to continue subscribing to Rolling Stone 
magazine. In February, the board backed library direc
tor Pat Castaneda's decision to keep the magazine after 
a group of residents objected to it. The issue was put back 
on the board's agenda after several community members 
expressed an interest in continuing the debate. 

Roger Kreimeyer, who filed the original request to have 
the magazine removed from the library's subscription list, 
said he was concerned that Rolling Stone contin4es to 
be accessible to children. His original complaint, filed late 
last year, stemmed from an issue in which model Cindy 
Crawford appeared on the cover with her arms covering 
her bare breasts. Inside, Crawford was photographed in 
a swimsuit surrounded by two nude males. 

"My concern is that this magazine is being shown as 
a resource to our children," Kreimeyer said. "We are 
showing adult bookstore-type magazines as a resource in 
our public library. Statistics show that this type of por
nography plants bitter seeds and we shall be forced to 
harvest bitter fruit." 

Sally Jesse, a community college instructor, said she 
supported the board's decision. "As a parent, I feel it 
is my job to teach my children what is right and wrong 
and let them critically decide what they should and should 
not read," she said. "They cannot live in a vacuum." 

Library board member June Morrison agreed. "I do 
not defend the magazine, I defend its right to be here," 
she said. "I defend the right of right-wing radical religious 
magazines to be here. I defend the right of all material 
to be here. It is a difficult job to raise children. It's a 
24-hour-a-day job and you cannot put the responsibility 
of raising your children on the board." Reported in: 
Gilbert Tribune, March 17. 

Springdale, Arkansas 
The Springdale Public Library board of directors 

declined April 13 to remove a book from the shelves after 
a patron request. Sharon Gannon asked that Exit House, 
by Jo Roman, be reevaluated because it presented suicide 
as "a rational and sane alternative" and was shelved with 
self-help works on drug abuse and alcoholism. 

Library director Paula Collins said the 1981 book told 
the story of the author's decision to take her own life after 
learning she had terminal cancer. A documentary film 
also was made of the book. Collins said the book was 
shelved in the "social problems and services" section 
under "mental and emotional illnesses and disturbances." 
Reported in: Springdale Morning News, April 14. 

Cary, Illinois 
Elementary District 26 School Board members decided 

March 14 not to restrict access to a pair of children's 
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books despite a parent's complaints about sexual 
references. After heated discussion, the board voted 4-3 
to turn down a proposal by members Mark Chianakas 
and Ted Wagner to limit access to one of the books, The 
Foxman, by Gary Paulsen. The board also rejected a 
review committee proposal to require parental consent 
for students at Cary Junior High School to read the book. 

Parent Jan Kohl had asked board members to remove 
The Foxman and A Circle Unbroken, by Sollace Holze, 
because they discussed "behavior contrary to what we 
desire for our children to imitate" (see Newsletter, May 
1994, p. 83). 

Board members opposing the restrictions argued that 
parents should supervise their children's reading. Restric
ting access to certain titles would force school ad
ministrators and librarians to review every book in district 
libraries. Board member Diane Freudenheim said the 
board should not create "a blacklist of restricted 
material." Reported in: Northwest Herald, March 15. 

Apple Valley, Minnesota 
Go Away, Stay Away, by Gail E. Haley, will remain 

in the Echo Park Elementary School media center. The 
District 196 Reconsideration Review Committee voted to 
retain the book at its March 17 meeting. Kathy Peterson 
of Apple Valley filed a request to have the book remov
ed after her son, a kindergartner, brought it home. The 
book, which was not part of a class assignment or cur
riculum, tells the story of a village troubled by evil spirits 
and demons. 

"I thought it was frightening subject matter and didn't 
see a good lesson in the story," Peterson said. "I felt it 
was my duty as a concerned parent to say something." 

The review committee concluded, however, that the 
book's images were not violent and that its last page had 
a section explaining about cultures which believe in 
demons. Reported in: South St. Paul Sun-Current, 
March 23. 

Liberty, Missouri 
Vulgarity, like beauty, is in the eye of the beholder, 

a Liberty School District committee said in March after 
recommending that the controversial lesbian novel 
Annie On My Mind, by Nancy Garden, remain on high 
school library shelves. The book is not required reading 
nor is it part of any recommended curriculum. 

"According to our attorney, in order to remove library 
materials, the literature must be found to be 'pervasive
ly vulgar,"' said Dr. Steve Fleming, assistant superinten
dent. "Annie does not meet such legal criteria." 

The book had been in district libraries for about three 
years and was rarely checked out until last year when 
Project 21, a gay rights group, donated Annie and All 
American Boys to area high schools (see Newsletter, 
January 1994, p. 13; March 1994, pp. 51-52; May 1994, 

July 1994 

p. 84). In November, the district received a formal com
plaint asking it to pull Annie. 

Superintendent Ron Anderson said an ACLU lawsuit 
filed in nearby Olathe, Kansas, seeking to return the book 
to library shelves, was not a factor in the Liberty deci
sion. "It was a unanimous decision. It was the right thing 
to do," he said. The 13-member committee was made up 
of students, staff, and parents. All were required to read 
the book before issuing their opinion. Reported in: 
Liberty Tribune-News, March 16. 

Selby, South Dakota 
At a special meeting March 9, the Selby Library Board 

declined to remove a novel from the library system 
because of its "inappropriate content." City of Selby 
Councilman Bill Hennig had approached the Selby City 
Council about removing a "western novel" because he 
felt it was pornographic. He was advised to complete the 
necessary forms and return them to the library. When 
he did so, the library reviewed the book and board 
members voted to uphold the library's intellectual 
freedom policy, declining to act against the book. 
Reported in: Selby Record, March 10. 

Waupaca, Wisconsin 
For the second time, on April 12, the Waupaca Board 

of Education dealt with a request to ban A Day No Pigs 
Would Die, by Robert Newton Peck, from the school 
district. After lengthy testimony, the board reaffirmed 
its original decision to leave the book in the Waupaca 
Learning Center. 

The board agreed to reconsider Rev. Larry Liebe's 
request to remove the book after he said he was unaware 
of the February meeting time when the issue was first 
dealt with (see Newsletter, May 1994, p. 98). Liebe claim
ed that the book, read by his seventh grade son, is too 
graphic. "I believe the library is full of good, wholesome 
books that don't have a pig raping another pig," said 
Liebe. "I believe it is essential that this book not remain 
on the mandatory reading list." Liebe also requested that 
the book be removed from all district libraries and 
classrooms. 

Middle school librarian Pam Parkinson defended the 
book. "We chose it because it had great literary merit 
and is a book not many children would normally read; 
it introduces them to another culture," she said. 
Parkinson said students are required to read the book, 
but that other materials may be substituted should a 
parent find a particular book offensive. Reported in: 
Appleton Post Crescent, April 13; Waupaca County Post, 
April 14. 
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schools 
Augusta, Georgia 

The Chocolate War, by Robert Cormier, which was 
removed from a Hephzibah High School reading list after 
a parent complaint is suitable for students, a review panel 
ruled March 31. The book was returned to the tenth grade 
reading list. Principal Julian Allen said the book has value 
as an educational tool. "It explores many of the conflicts, 
motivations, challenges, and pressures facing today's high 
school student," he wrote to the protesting parents. 
"When taught in conjunction with Greek tragedy, this 
book can illustrate the universality and timelessness of 
literary conflicts and themes." 

Bettie Clark, who filed the complaint along with her 
husband Franklin Clark, said they would appeal to the 
Richmond County Board of Education. "I don't see 
anything educational about that book," Mrs. Clark said. 
"If they ever send a book like that home with one of my 
daughters again I will personally burn it and throw the 
ashes on the principal's desk." Reported in: Augusta 
Chronicle, March 31, April 1. 

Des Moines, Iowa 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, the autobiography 

of writer Maya Angelou, will remain required reading for 
all of Dowling High School's sophomores. The decision 
was made following more than two hours of tense and 
tangled debate among board members of the Des Moines 
area's only Catholic high school April 21. The final vote 
was 17-8 to retain the book, but subject to the recom
mendation that other books be added as optional reading. 

The book became an issue after parent Steve Gillotti 
objected to what he said were inappropriately explicit sex
ual scenes. A five member review committee had recom
mended that the book be retained. Reported in: Des 
Moines Register, April 1, 22. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
A physical education instructor at Rosemount High 

School requested in February that a book of short stories 
be removed from the English curriculum due to profane 
language and promiscuity in the stories. But a review 
committee voted to keep the collection in the curriculum. 
David Bergstedt said the short story, "No More War 
Games," contained too much profanity and promiscuity 
to be used in ninth-grade classes. The story is from the 
anthology The Boy Without a Flag: Tales of the South 
Bronx, by Abraham Rodriguez, Jr. 

Bergstedt's son, who is a ninth grader, told his father 
about the book. "My son also told me other students in 
class wouldn't tell their parents they were reading the 
book because of its content.'' He said students were asked 
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to read aloud sections containing profanity, which made 
them uncomfortable. 

"Does this book promote a double standard?" the 
teacher asked. "Swearing in sporting events can get you 
kicked out. The impact of profane language is signifi
cant. As teachers and parents, we have an awesome 
responsibility. We need to be held accountable for what 
we say and teach." 

English department chair Nancy Storm said the book 
met district guidelines. "The writing is fresh, honest and 
complex," she said. "Students commented they liked to 
read the realness of the stories. If a student does find, a 
story objectionable, they may read an alternate assign
ment," she added. Reported in: Lakeville Sun Current, 
March 2. 

Vernon Township, Pennsylvania 
An English composition text that had been rejected as 

too controversial in 1993, was approved by the Crawford 
Central School Board on a 6-2 vote March 28. Board 
members James Lotz and Bud Moody objected to the use 
of Steps in Composition because of essays in the book 
used for writing topics. The essays, from various popular 
magazines, are on such topics as the Amish, teenage 
pregnancy, censorship, and racism. 

Saundra Mook, an English teacher, said the book was 
chosen as the best available after a review of 33 books 
by English teachers at Meadville and Cochranton high 
schools. Mook said the essays comprised only 46 of the 
498 pages in the text. "Obviously, we are not spending 
a tremendous amount of time dealing with the essays,'' 
she said. Reported in: Meadville Tribune, March 29. 

student press 
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 

The right of the student newspaper at Selinsgrove Area 
High School to publish uncensored articles on subjects 
such as homosexuality was affirmed by a school board 
policy committee in late March. The committee reviewed 
the guidelines for student expression after the newspaper, 
the Destiny, published a series of articles in December 
about homosexuality. Two of the articles were written 
by students who identified themselves as gay. 

The committee concluded that the Destiny is a student 
newspaper and students have the right to express 
themselves unless they advocate violence or an article is 
libelous, said district Superintendent William L. Register. 
Representatives of the Selinsgrove Area Taxpayers 
Association had advocated more control over what 

-students write, saying the articles on homosexuality were 
biased and promoted a high-risk lifestyle. Reported in: 
Harrisburg Evening News, April 1. 
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foreign 
Manila, Philippines 

Amid an escalating controversy over censorship of the 
arts, President Fidel Ramos overruled government cen
sors March 4 and ordered that cuts of sexually explicit 
scenes in the movie Schindler's List be restored. Producer 
and director Steven Spielberg withdrew the Oscar-winning 
Holocaust film from Philippine theaters March 1 after 
censors chopped three scenes they described as 
"immoral" (see Newsletter, May 1994, p. 90). 

The action triggered a wave of criticism, revived calls 
for the abolition of a government film review board, and 
prompted Ramos to order an examination of the deci
sion. Reported in: Stars and Stripes, March 14. 

(is it legal? ... from page 127) 

The professor, contending that his reputation had been 
unjustly tarnished, filed suit in Cook County Court 
against the seminary for defamation of character. "It's 
humiliating," he said. "People hear about sexual harass
ment and they suppose I went around pinching students." 
Reported in: New York Times, May 11. 

software 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Federal prosecutors said the indictment of an MIT 
computer science major is the first surge in an assault on 
the illegal sharing of expensive copyrighted software. But 
members of a computer rights movement said the case 
could short-circuit computer users' First Amendment 
rights to information. 

A federal grand jury indicted David LaMacchia April 
7 on one count of conspiring to commit wire fraud. The 
twenty-year-old was charged with running a computer 
bulletin board that allowed users to illegally copy more 
than $1 million worth of copyrighted software for free. 
U.S. Attorney Donald Stern called the case the largest 
involving computer piracy in U.S. history. 

But to Richard Stallman, a software writer who 
founded and directs the Free Software Foundation, the 
government's case against LaMacchia "is an additional 
increment in how our freedom is restricted to squeeze out 
every possible penny for those software owners.'' 
Reported in: Norristown Times-Herald, April 10. D 
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(from the bench . .. from page 125) 

etc. 
Mount Diablo, California 

The Boy Scouts organization does not have to accept 
gay activists among its scoutmasters, the California Court 
of Appeal, Second District, ruled March 29. The First 
Amendment's freedom of expressive association includes 
the Boy Scouts' right to preserve its basic tenets, the court 
said. 

The Boy Scouts of America professes as an essential 
belief that homosexuality is immoral. A local Scout coun
cil, therefore, turned down the application of a scout
master volunteer who was an acknowledged homosexual 
and gay rights activist. He sued, claiming a violation of 
California's Unruh Act, which prohibits discrimination 
in ''business establishments.'' 

Although the appellate court disagreed with the trial 
court's ruling that scout troops are covered by the Unruh 
Act, it nevertheless affirmed the judgment that compell
ing the Boy Scouts to hire the plaintiff would constitute 
an unlawful interference by the state with the organiza
tion's expressive association rights. Reported in: U.S. 
Law Week, April 12. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
Wagering is an activity, not speech, and an Indiana 

statute that limits the number of gambling events a 
charitable organization may hold each week and the rent 
it may pay for facilities does not violate the First Amend
ment, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
held March 23. 

Indiana permits charities to conduct gambling events 
but limits them to three per week in halls renting for no 
more than $200 per day. A charity called There to Care, 
whose bingo games were halted for violating these restric
tions, alleged that the state violated the First Amendment 
by limiting the size of its operation and thus cutting down 
on opportunities for speech. 

The court was not persuaded. It contrasted statements 
promoting gambling, which are speech, with wagering 
money, which it said is an activity. Indiana's regulations 
are directed at the process of wagering, rather than at 
expression. Reported in: U.S. Law Week, April 5. D 
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(Texas . . . from page 103) 

"When you look at the costs of making the changes, 
versus the potential sales, it wasn't feasible, especially 
because the changes made it a Texas-only book," he said. 
"We created the book by talking to a lot of 
administrators and teachers involved in health education, 
who told us what they felt kids needed to know in order 
to deal with their health. The changes would have left 
out issues we feel are important." 

At the board of education, three of the five health text
books were approved by a vote of 9-6, with the five 
Republicans on the board voting no along with one 
Democrat. Another book was adopted 15-10 and the fifth 
book was approved 14-1. Reported in: New York Times, 
March 17; Washington Times, March 28; Education 
Week, February 23. D 

awards, awards, awards 
The Freedom to Read Foundation was the winner of 

the 1994 State and Regional Achievement Award given 
annually by the ALA Intellectual Freedom Round Table. 
Underwitten by Social Issues Resource Series, Inc., the 
$1,000 prize and certificate are given for outstanding con
tributions to intellectual freedom at the state or regional 
level. 

According to committee chair Dr. Frederick Stielow, 
"The award committee unanimously selected the 
Freedom to Read Foundation as this year's winner for 
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its crucial assistance to libraries in several states. The 
Foundation's assistance clarified First Amendment law, 
and helped libraries resist demands to restrict or eliminate 
access to library patrons." 

The Intellectual Freedom Round Table's 1994 John 
Phillip Immroth Memorial Award was presented 
posthumously to John Swan, past chair of both the 
Indiana and Vermont Library Association intellectual 
freedom committees. At the time of his death, Swan was 
Director of the Crossett Library of Bennington College. 

The award, $500 and a citation, honors individuals or 
groups who have demonstrated extraordinary courage in 
defense and support of intellectual freedom. "John 
Swan's career in librarianship was a model for all who 
revere the freedom to read, view and listen. He was 
especially loved by his colleagues for his wit, and the gen
tle but determined manner in which he exposed incon
sistencies in policy or action which compromised intellec
tual freedom. His courage, perseverance and dedication 
to the principles of intellectual freedom never wavered 
- he was taken from us much too soon, and he will be 
sorely missed," said Sylvia Turchyn, chair of the 
Immroth Memorial Award Committee. 

What Johnny Shouldn't Read: Textbook Censorship 
in America (Yale University Press, 1992), by Joan 
DelFattore, Professor of English at the University of 
Delaware, won the 1994 biennial Eli M. Oboler Memorial 
Award for the best published work in the area of intellec
tual freedom. The Oboler Award consists of a certificate 
of recognition and $1,500, funded by Providence 
Associates Inc. The award is named for Eli M. Oboler, 
commemorating his service to the library profession and 
his companionship of intellectual freedom. D 
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ORDER FORM 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 1994 

The American Library Association (ALA) will join the American 
Booksellers Association (ABA), the Association of American 
Publishers (AAP), the National Association of College Stores 
(NACS), the American Society of Journalists and Authors 
(ASJA) and the American Booksellers Foundation for Free 
Expression (ABFFE) to sponsor Banned Books Week, 
September 24 - October 1, 1994. 

The first Banned Books Week, held in September, 1982, 
featured displays of challenged books in libraries across 
the nation and generated public and press attention for 
First Amendment concerns. 

Each year, a kit of useful materials for local observance 
of Banned Books Week is developed. 

WANTED 
Hansel & Gretel 

CenscnwanledanAnzonalibra,yin 19931orerno,,e 
Thfl~Fa,yTalitsol~Gtimm 
due1o ·excessN11violence,nega!Mpo,trayals 

o!lemalecharaciers,andanli-Semrbcrelerences: 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read 

DENOUNCED 
Toni Morrison 

CensorsdenolA'lcedanOl-.alibraryinl9931orhaw,g 
lheSango/Solomon.~l.lStl~oontams'langvage 

degradinglDbladr.s,andis~nJallyexplicit" 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read 

The 1994 Banned Books Week kit includes 4 - 15 3/4" X 39" 
posters (shown below), 100 Bookmarks and 
Resource Book containing: 

• Camera-ready art for ads and bookmarks 
• Display ideas 
• Sample news release 
• An annotated "List of Books Some People 

Consider Dangerous" 
Notable First Amendment court cases 

• An annotated "List of Books Challenged or 
Banned in the US in the Last Year" 

• Title, geographic, topical indexes 
• Quotes on the First Amendment 

BANNED 
Moses 

Censor$havebannedTllfl!Wll$0>'tl'lhec:enuies, 
...-.:lin1993.~waschahngmdin 

anAlasllalibrll'yandaPennsytyanialibralyas 
"ob&cerle.,ldpomographie"andoontaining 

·1anguage1nd!loriesinappropriata1ochildren.' 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read 

MISSING 

Localcenscr,to,i;:edaNewYIWkldmlibrwyinl993 
I0-""'8rnl '$ Waldo ?bteaiuseol 

aliny*awingollhesidaloiewolaWQ'Mll 
wearingabikiriibollornbulf'IO~ 

lna CfOMNldbN(;ll-,e. 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read 

---------------------------------------------
To order Banned Books Week materials, 
send this form with a check payable to 
the American Library Association to: 

Banned Books Week 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
American Library Association 
50 East Huron 
Chicago, IL 60611 

*Shipping and Handling Charges 
up to $19.99 $4.00 
$20-$49.99 $6.00 
$50-$99.99 $8.00 
$100-$149.99 $9.50 
$150-$199.99 $10.50 
$200 and more 6% of total order 

Description 

1994 Banned Books Week kit (book+ 4 posters+ bookmarks) 
Books and posters available individually 
• Resource Book 
• Waldo Poster 
• Toni Morrison Poster 
• Moses Poster 
• Hansel & Gretel Poster 
New Feature: packets of 100 reprints of the list of 
books challenged or banned 1993-94 

Quantity X Prices = Total 

23 .00 

15.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

15.00 

Still available while supplies last are previous Banned Books Week posters: 
• Caution Poster 
• 1993 - Children's, author, title or subject poster (circle one topic) 

3.00 
3.00 

*Shipping and Handling charges 

TOTAL 
Street _______________________________ _ 

City------------------ State _______ ZIP~· ___ _ 
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