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After three weeks of stormy controversy, the California state Board of Education voted
unanimously March 11 to reverse itself and to return three stories by Pulitzer Prize win-
ning authors Alice Walker and Annie Dillard to the pool of literature selections for use
on future achievement tests for public school students. The decision followed a three-hour
hearing so emotional that an NAACP representative accused the board of behaving ‘‘lower
than Nazis’’ for withholding the stories in the first place. Despite the intense criticism,
the educators acknowledged no wrongdoing.

‘I do not believe that the actions of the Department of Education’s professional staff
or of this board were motivated by racial bias, the intent to exercise censorship, or by
pressure from special interest groups of any kind,’’ board President Marion McDowell said.

The three stories — ‘‘Roselily’” and ‘‘Am I Blue,”’ by Walker, which appeared in the
collection In Love and Trouble: Stories by Black Women, and excerpts from Dillard’s An
American Childhood — could not be restored to the 1994 test because it was already in
print. ‘‘Roselily’’ appeared on the 1993 exam. The other stories did not. More than a
million students were scheduled to take the test in mid-April.

Known as the California Learning Assessment System (CLAS), the new test replaces
the old multiple-choice version with open-ended questions that prompt students to write
thoughtful essays. The exam includes short works of literature instead of abbreviated
excerpts. Students are scored according to the quality of their essays. The assessment system
measures skills in reading, writing and arithmetic. The math section also requires students
to explain their reasoning.

State education officials had originally acknowledged on February 18 that they had
removed ‘‘Roselily’’ from the test for fear of offending the Traditional Values Coalition.
The test has been hailed by educators as a revolutionary new tool that teaches students
to think for themselves. But the conservative Christian critics said the Walker story was
‘‘anti-religious’’ and lobbied hard to have it removed.

The removal apparently began when Beverly Sheldon of the Traditional Values Coali-
tion spoke before a state Board of Education committee in January. She showed them test
sections that her group found offensive. Among them was Walker’s seven-page story about
the wedding of a mother in rural Mississippi who questions marriage and religion.

(continued on page 94)
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most censored stories of 1993

The top censored story of 1993 cited an under-reported
study by the United Nations Children’s Fund which revealed
that nine out of ten young people murdered in industrialized
countries are slain in the United States. Carl Jensen,
professor of communication studies at Sonoma State Univer-
sity, California, and founder/director of Project Censored,
said the mass media should have warned the public about
the growing violence against our young people long before
the tragic kidnap/murder of Polly Klaas captured the media’s
attention in late 1993.

Project Censored, a national media research effort now
in its 18th year, located stories about significant issues that
are not widely publicized by the national news media.
Following are the top ten under-reported stories of 1993:

1. The U.S. Is Killing Its Young. An alarming report by
the United Nations, revealing that the United States has
become one of the most dangerous places in the world for
young people — a situation which continues to worsen —
was ignored by the nation’s major news media.

2. Why Are We Really In Somalia? While the media
touted humanitarian reasons for our intervention in Somalia,
one investigative journalist reported that ‘‘four major U.S.
oil companies are quietly sitting on a prospective fortune in
exclusive concessions to explore and exploit tens of millions
of acres of the Somali countryside.””

3. The Sandia Report On Education. One of the most
thorough investigations into the quality of education in the
United States did not produce the expected results to sup-
port the Bush administration’s preference for the school
voucher system and ended up being swept under the carpet.

4. The Real Welfare Cheats: America’s Corporations.
While all administrations call for welfare reform, the jail-
ing of welfare cheats, and the need for workfare, they rare-
ly mention the largest recipients of taxpayer largesse: major
U.S. corporations.

5. The Hidden Tragedy Of Chernobyl Has Worldwide
Implications. A devastating book on the far-reaching im-
pact of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, censored in Russia and
under-reported in the U.S., explodes many of the myths pro-
moted by the Soviet authorities and eagerly accepted by the
international nuclear establishment.

6. U.S. Army Quietly Resumes Biowarfare Testing
After Ten-Year Hiatus. Although few people outside of
Dugway, Utah, are aware of it, the U.S. Army has brought
biological warfare testing back to a site it declared unsafe
a decade earlier.

7. The Ecological Disaster That Challenges The Exxon
Valdez. A chronic environmental nightmare caused by
selenium-contaminated drainwater makes the Exxon Valdez
oil spill pale in comparison.

8. America’s Deadly Doctors. A well-documented report
revealed that 30,000 to 60,000 of America’s doctors are
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impaired or incompetent and could be hazardous to your
health.

9. There’s A Lot Of Money To Be Made In Poverty.
A special issue of Southern Exposure magazine reveals how
some of America’s largest and best-known national and
international corporations own and finance a growing
‘‘poverty industry’’ that targets low-income, blue-collar, and
minority consumers for fraud, exploitation, and price
gouging.

10. Haiti: Drugs, Thugs, The CIA And The Deterrence
Of Democracy. While the media tends to focus on the
Haitian boat people, little attention is given to the CIA’s in-
volvement with the overthrow of Haiti’s first freely elected
president and the smuggling of cocaine from Colombia and
the Dominican Republic into the U.S.

Another 15 under-reported issues round out the list of the
top 25 *‘censored’’ stories of 1993: High-Tech Maquiladoras
in Silicon Valley, The Rocky Flats Grand Jury That Wouldn’t
Take It Any More, Public Input and Congressional Over-
sight Locked Out of NAFTA, Public Relations: Legalized
Manipulation and Deceit, Thousands of Cubans Losing Their
Sight Because of Malnutrition, Tropical Rainforests — More
Endangered Than Ever Before?, Clinton’s Option 9 Plan:
A Resounding Defeat for Ancient Forests, The Silent
Slaughter in Bangladesh, How Big Business Corrupts the
Judicial System by ‘‘Buying a Clean Record,’”’ Anti-
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith — an Oxymoron?, The
EPA Ignores Its Own Toxic Experience, Stinger Missiles
Sting U.S. Taxpayers Twice, DARE: The Biggest Drug Bust
of All, Setting the Corporate Fox to Guard the Chickens in
the ‘90s, The EPA Fiddles While an Illegal Incinerator
Pollutes Ohio.

The panel of judges who selected the top ten under-reported
news stories were Dr. Donna Allen, founding editor of Media
Report to Women; Ben Bagdikian, professor emeritus,
Graduate School of Journalism, University of California,
Berkeley; Richard Barnet, Senior Fellow, Institute for Policy
Studies; Noam Chomsky, professor, Linguistics and
Philosophy, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Hugh
Downs, host, ABC’s ‘‘20/20;”> Susan Faludi, jour-
nalist/author; George Gerbner, professor of communication
and Dean Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania; Sut Jhally,
professor, Communications, University of Massachusetts;
Nicholas Johnson, professor, College of Law, University of
Iowa; Rhoda H. Karpatkin, president, Consumers Union;
Charles L. Klozer, editor and publisher, St. Louis Journalism
Review; Judith Krug, director, Office for Intellectual
Freedom, American Library Association; Frances Moore
Lappe, co-founder and co-director, Center for Living
Democracy; William Lutz, professor, English, Rutgers
University, and editor of The Quarterly Review of
Doublespeak; Jack L. Nelson, professor, Graduate School
of Education, Rutgers University; Michael Parenti, political
scientist and author; Herbert 1. Schiller, professor emeritus
of Communication, University of California, San Diego; and
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‘gangsta rap’ finds a supporter

As the debate on the social impact of ‘gangsta rap’ spilled
over to hearings on Capitol Hill, the controversial music
genre picked up a powerful ally in U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters
(D-CA).

‘It would be a foolhardy mistake to single out poets as
the cause of America’s problems,’’ the veteran Los Angeles
legislator and one of the country’s most influential elected
African-American women, said. ‘‘These are our children and
they’ve invented a new art form to describe their pains, fears
and frustrations with us as adults. Just because we don’t like
the symbols they use or the way they look, we should not
allow that to cause us to embark on a course of censorship.’’

Waters faced off February 11 against ‘gangsta rap’ critics
at a House of Representatives subcommittee hearing called
to explore alleged links between the music and crime.
Disagreeing with a growing number of black church leaders,
feminists and politicians who believe ‘gangsta rap’ glorifies
violence and promotes misogyny, Waters had been meeting
with key African-American music executives to discuss con-
cerns about the threat of government intervention.

Rap impresario Russell Simmons applauded Waters’
efforts to counter the anti-gangsta rap views espoused in
recent months by other prominent African-American figures,
including C. DeLores Tucker, chair of the Washington-based
Political Congress of Black Women, and the Rev. Calvin
Butts, pastor of Harlem’s Abyssinian Baptist Church (see
Newsletter, March 1994, p. 43). Tucker’s organization was
instrumental in encouraging African-American Illinois
Democrats Rep. Cardiss Collins and Sen. Carol Moseley-
Braun to convene anti-rap hearings.

‘“We have declared war against gangsta rap,”’ Tucker told
the hearing. ‘‘If the record industry doesn’t want to clean
itself up, then we’ll get the government to step in and help
them out. We aim to put a stop to the distribution of these
derogatory negative stereotypical images by any means
necessary.’’

Waters, who has sponsored many bills promoting women’s
rights and worked for decades with gang members and church
groups to reduce urban crime, defended the right of rappers
to express their rage.

““While I find some of the language offensive and hard
on the ears, I didn’t first hear the words ‘whore’ and ‘bitch’
from Snoop,’” Waters said. ‘‘It’s part of the culture. These
songs merely mimic and exaggerate what the artists have
learned about who we are. And while it is unacceptable to
refer to any person in derogatory terms, I believe rappers
are being used as scapegoats here. It scares the hell out of
people when young black males get aggressive.”” Reported
in: Los Angeles Times, February 15. [
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censored student press is ‘‘boring’’

High school newspapers typically are ‘‘average’’ or ‘‘bor-
ing’’ because school administrators use heavy-handed tac-
tics to squelch and censor student expression on even trivial
issues such as cafeteria food. That was the finding of a study
of high school journalism by the Freedom Forum, a non-
partisan organization dedicated to freedom of the press.

The study, Death by Cheeseburger: High School Jour-
nalism in the 1990s and Beyond, concluded that editorial and
financial restrictions on high school newspapers are worse
than they were twenty years ago. Nineteen high school
newspapers that ceased publication in the past ten years suf-
fered from lack of funds (52 percent), no interested faculty
(42 percent), no classroom credit for the student journalists
(42 percent), and no funds for the advisers’ salary (42 per-
cent), the study found.

A panel of twelve students, who reviewed 233 high school
newspapers from 32 states and the District of Columbia,
found nearly three of every four to be ‘‘average’’ or ‘‘bor-
ing.”” The publications focused mainly on movie, book and
music reviews; few had articles critical of peers, school,
teachers or the community.

‘‘What needs to be guarded against is censorship on trivial
grounds,’’ the study said. ‘‘Many school administrators do
not trust teenagers to publish a newspaper that follows tradi-
tional journalistic standards, even when adults are oversee-
ing the newspaper’s publication.’’ Reported in: USA Today,
March 10. [

Egyptian magazine publishes
Rushdie

For the first time in Egypt, a weekly magazine published
excerpts from Salman Rushdie’s banned novel, The Satanic
Verses, on January 16 in a test of government plans to loosen
controls over the arts. The liberal magazine, Rose el Youssef,
also published parts of other banned works, including one
by Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz, and an impassioned plea
for eliminating religious control over what Egyptians may
read.

Culture Minister Farouk Hosni had two days earlier
announced plans to curb the powers of the state censor by
creating a panel of intellectuals — a Higher Committee of
Censorship — which would tell him what to do. By giving
intellectuals the final say in censorship policies, the govern-
ment hoped to counter the growing influence of
Islamic leaders and a campaign of violence by Muslim
extremists against secular rule. Reported in: Wichita Eagle,
January 17. []
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a board of political censors, but neither do we have one that
is willing to take on any and every piece of important news.

Censored: The News That Didn’t Make The News—and
Why offers a provocative, hard-hitting analysis of the
American news media. The book pulls few punches, raises
a plethora of controversies, and makes no bones about call-
ing names. A muckraking forthrightness dominates the work.

The volume grew out of Project Censored, the nation’s
oldest and most prestigious news media censorship research
organization, a group that boasts a distinguished list of resear-
chers and in this title a distinguished list of contributors. Hugh
Downs pens the introduction. Noam Chomsky and George
Gerber among others share short essays. Jensen and his panel
of judges review hundreds of news stories that never made
the major news syndicates and compile a list of the top cen-
sored news items — important things that we all should have
known but were never given to the chance to learn about.

Take the alleged sellout of the media to Reaganism, for
instance. According to several journalists, the Reagan ad-
ministration promised the media giants softened anti-trust
regulations that would allow media corporate mergers. In
exchange, the corporations agreed to guarantee the ad-
ministration favorable news coverage and positive treatments
of Reaganomics. Or consider the stories that revealed that
the country was really losing what the major news sources
were reporting as a successful Reagan/Bush war on drugs.
Alternative presses like Common Cause, Mother Jones or
The Progressive covered these important and explosive news
stories. (Jensen includes a synopsis of these issues and the
full texts of many of them in the appendix.) The national
media wouldn’t even begin to touch them.

It is this kind of suppression of information — ‘‘whether
purposeful or not, by any method — including bias, omis-
sion, underreporting or self-censorship — that prevents the
public from knowing what is happening in its society’’ that
constitutes censorship for Jensen and Project Censured. With
such a broadened definition, the failure of the national media
in the project’s twenty-five top unreported stories of 1992
was a kind of news blackout. It was nothing short of censor-
ship. It kept people from becoming informed citizens, from
knowing what they need to know to make intelligent
decisions.

Much of the value of Jensen’s and Project Censored’s
analysis lies in its willingness to ferret out the truth and to
take on all comers. You have to love their comical attack
on the media’s fascination with sensational and irrelevant
news — what Jensen calls ‘‘junk food news stories.”” And
you have to appreciate the book’s sophisticated analysis and
painstaking research. The work is packed with information
— charts, indices and lists of resources. They have even in-
cluded a cryptic year by year history of censorship for the
last 2500 years.

Even in this sophistication and detail, however, there are
noticeable lapses of balance. When one analyzes Jensen and
Project Censored’s top 25 censored news stories of 1992,
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one begins to wonder. Are they simply rounding up the usual
suspects — just dredging up a predictable cadre of villains?
Look at their list of suppressed accounts. Corporate greed,
unregulated industry, the unscrupulous CIA, the Christian
right, arms manufacturers, and bungling Republicans all
appear a disproportionate number of times. Do Jensen and
Project Censored really expect us to think they we need
only to be weary of the machinations of these predictable
groups of the right? And is the old conservative charge that
the media suffers from a liberal bias only a phantom? It seems
that for Jensen and Project Censored it is only these old
enemies of the left who have somehow escaped honest media
scrutiny.

Yet even this seeming lack of balance shouldn’t offset our
appreciation of the genuine merits of the work. Witty, fast-
paced, and irreverent, Censored is the kind of book that
everyone with an interest in the media and information in-
dustry needs to read. You won’t agree with all of Jensen’s
analysis. You may not even accept his broadened and more
inclusive definition of censorship. But after reading
Censored, you’ll never watch the evening news or peruse
the daily paper in quite the same way again. The book will
have expanded your consciousness. You will be thinking,
‘‘and what else aren’t they telling us.‘‘—Reviewed by Steve
McKinzie, Librarian, Dickinson College, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania.

The Article 19 Freedom of Expression Handbook: Inter-
national and Comparative Law, Standards and
Procedures. Sandra Colliver, Article 19 Law Programme
Director, Article 19, August 1993. 284 pp. no price
provided.

What is the European Court’s ruling on the legitimacy of
blasphemy laws in regard to Salman Rushdie’s The Satanic
Verses? How did the High Court of Barbados rule when
poultry plant owners sued a newspaper for articles claiming
the plant was unsanitary? What principles of freedom of
expression were evoked?

The Article 19 Freedom of Expression Handbook provides
an important comparative legal/international perspective on
censorship. Like the acclaimed periodical, Index on Censor-
ship, Article 19 publications remind First Amendment ad-
vocates that the United States’ freedom of expression ideals
and practices can best be evaluated by illuminating common
ground as well as contrasts to international declarations and
individual nations’ legal traditions. Also important are an
understanding of the relation of national law to international
tribunals; comparative human rights protections and court
decisions for ‘‘the public’s right to know’’ and other prin-
ciples; and procedures for filing a complaint with an
intergovernmental body. This handbook provides all this and
more in a logically organized format.

Article 19, the International Centre Against Censorship,
derives its name from the freedom of expression article in
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- censorship dateline—

libraries

Rangely, Colorado

Rangely school officials pulled three sex education books
from middle school library shelves after a group of parents
and Baptist ministers complained about them. Bob
VanDerweg, media coordinator for the district, said officials
would review the books to see whether they are appropriate
for students at Rangely Middle School.

The books are Boys and Sex and Girls and Sex, both by
Wardell Pomeroy, and Understanding Sexual Identity: A
Book for Gay Teens. At least sixty people turned up at a
meeting February 14 to demand that the books be removed.
Reported in: Denver Post, February 18.

Jacksonville, Florida

Faced with a succession of parents who either attacked or
defended The Autobiography of Malcolm X, as told to Alex
Haley, the Duval County School Board on March 1 let stand
a committee’s recommendation restricting the book’s use in
middle schools. Middle school students will need parental
permission to check the book out of school libraries. It will
remain available, without restriction, to high school students.

The commiittee decision was appealed by the group Liberty
and Justice for All, which came to the board asking that the
book be removed from all school libraries. They charged
that it presents a racist view of white people and is a ‘‘how-
to manual’’ for crime. ‘‘Whites are consistently described
as white devils’’ in the book, said Robert DeGroat, a group
member.
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The group first challenged the book in January, charging
that it is not only *‘hate-filled,”” but also ‘‘has a biased presen-
tation for one religion — Islam — against another — Chris-
tianity,”” according to group representative Susan Lamb.
‘‘We feel the work is totally inappropriate, even for the high
school level.”’

In March, 1993, Duval County schools attracted national
attention by placing a restriction on elementary school library
circulation of Snow White, citing violence in the book. In
the county middle schools, two Stephen King books, The
Dead Zone and The Tommyknockers, were banned. In
recent years, more than sixty books have been banned by
the school system after parental complaints (see Newsletter,
January 1994, p. 5). Reported in: Florida Times-Union,
January 26, March 2; Miami Herald, January 27; Ft. Lauder-
dale Sun-Sentinel, January 27.

Cary, Illinois

A Circle Unbroken, by Sollace Hotze, and The Foxman,
by Gary Paulsen, were challenged in January by a parent
who wanted the books removed from the library at Cary
Junior High School. Jan Kohl said that references in the
books to sex are too explicit for seventh- and eighth-graders.
A Circle Unbroken is recommended for junior high readers.
The Foxman is suggested for readers in the fourth grade and
older.

Kohl said four pages in The Foxman and five passages in
A Circle Unbroken discuss ‘‘behavior contrary to what we
desire for our children to imitate.”” A Circle Unbroken, set
in the 1840s, is the story of a ten-year-old girl captured by
an Indian brave who rapes and brutalizes her. She is rescued
by a Dakota chief, who treats her as his own daughter. The
Foxman is about a boy who befriends a disfigured war
veteran. A subplot discusses two teenage girls who become
pregnant out of wedlock. Reported in: Northwest Herald,
January 21.

Mediapolis, Iowa

The Mediapolis School Board voted 5-2 March 14 to
remove Forever, by Judy Blume, from school district
libraries. The district’s reconsideration committee had earlier
voted 5-4 to allow the book to remain on the shelves after
some residents petitioned the board to remove it. That deci-
sion was appealed to the board.

The reconsideration committee’s decision to allow Cat’s
Paw, by Joan D. Vinge, to remain on the shelves was also
appealed. The board was to address that book at its next
meeting.

The reconsideration committeée’s dissenting four members
issued a minority opinion which was endorsed by the board.
Committee chair Peggy Gerling and three other members
said that Forever ‘‘does not promote abstinence and
monogamous relationships [and] lacks any aesthetic, literary
or social value.”’
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School librarian Joanne McCabe asked the board to uphold
the committee recommendation and ‘‘trust the students of
Mediapolis. I wish there was some way that you could charge
our community to deal with the social and ethical problems
[of concern to the book’s critics], but not by removing books
from the shelves in our library.

‘I believe the library is a safe place for students,”” McCabe
said. *‘I believe it is a safe place for books that express a
wide variety of ideas. I believe it is my responsibility to
choose books that do express a diversity of values. I believe
students can pick good from bad when they read a book.”’

But Pastor John Gaulke of the United Methodist Church
of Mediapolis said he objected to the book’s ‘‘use of alcohol,
marijuana and sex,”’ and reminded the board that Mediapolis
is ‘‘an abstinence-based school system.’’ Reported in:
Mediapolis News, March 17; Burlington Hawkeye, January
26, 27, February 4, March 15, 16; Des Moines Register,
March 16.

Olathe, Kansas

Despite a lawsuit filed by the ACLU and continuing pro-
test by students at all three Olathe high schools, the Olathe
School Board stuck by its decision to remove the gay-oriented
young adult novel Annie On My Mind, by Nancy Garden,
from high school libraries. The book, along with another gay
novel, All-American Boys, by Frank Mosca, was donated by
Project 21, a gay rights group, to more than forty Kansas
City area high school libraries late last year. The district’s
book review committee rejected the Mosca book for poor
literary quality, but approved Annie, a copy of which had
already been in the Olathe South library for ten years. District
administrators overruled the committee, however, and
ordered both books returned and the removal of all copies
of Annie already in district libraries (see Newsletter, January
1994, p. 13; March 1994, pp. 51-52).

On January 6, the Olathe School Board voted 4-2 to uphold
the decision. Six students, including the senior class
presidents at Olathe East and Olathe North High Schools,
spoke against the decision, presenting petitions signed by
more than a thousand other district students. Students who
support returning the book to the libraries had indicated their
sentiments by wearing white and blue ribbons to school. After
the meeting, several students who spoke in protest said they
would work with the ACLU to file a lawsuit.

That suit was filed on behalf of several Olathe students
on March 9 in U.S. District Court in Kansas City, Kansas.
Plaintiffs in the case include Olathe East High School stu-
dent body president Stevie Case; her father, Steve Case, an
Olathe East science teacher; two other students, Amanda
Greb and Sam Pierron, and their parents; and Olathe resi-
dent Mary-Lane Kamberg. The suit did not address the
refusal of the donated book, but simply demanded that copies
of Annie already in place before the donation be returned
to library collections.
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*“This kind of incident is becoming increasingly common,”’
said Marjorie Heins, director of the ACLU’s Arts Censor-
ship Project. ““We’re hoping to send a message to school
boards and school administrators all across the country who
are caving in to right-wing fundamentalist groups and
homophobic groups.’’

The board also adopted a new set of acceptance criteria
for material donated to school libraries, including a rule pro-
hibiting acquisition of books donated by special interest
groups. District administrators’ rationale for removing
Annie On My Mind had been that it promoted a *‘special in-
terest.”’

*‘Either the district’s new policy must be consistently
enforced and all material advocated by special interest groups
be removed or Annie must be returned to the shelf,”’ Stevie
Case told the school board. Reported in: Olathe Daily News,
January 7, 12, 19, February 5; Kansas City Star, January
7, March 10.

Billings, Montana

Grandpa’s Ghost Stories, by James Flora, is inappropriate
for kindergarten to fourth-grade pupils, parent Amanda Olson
told a review committee January 26, and should be removed
from the library at Broadwater Elementary School. ‘““‘My
opinion is that with the problems we have with violence
today, this is not the thing our kids should be reading,”” she
said.

Olson said that in one part of the book a young child sits
before a television set with a ghost and watches ‘“The Open
Grave Show,”’ where ghouls chop each other up with axes.
The last remaining ghoul, she said, gets a prize for chop-
ping up the others.

‘I know when you object to a book, they start talking about
book banning and that sort of thing, but I feel that’s an adult
thing,”” Olson said. ‘‘[Children] don’t need to be allowed
to read anything they want.”” Reported in: Billings Gazette,
January 235.

Bismarck, North Dakota

A minister called on the Bismarck School Board January
24 to remove Christine and seven other books by horror
writer Stephen King from junior high school libraries. The
Rev. Sam Freshwater distributed excerpts from the novel and
said, ‘‘This book should be pulled immediately.’” Freshwater
also distributed copies of an article by Simle Junior High
School librarian Konnie Wightman about how librarians
should deal with parental complaints.

Board member Cindy Hochstetler supported Freshwater,
offering a motion to ban Christine. She said the book had
been one that she reviewed the previous summer when she
protested two other books. That protest failed (see Newslet-
ter, January 1994, p. 38). Hochstetler also charged that
Wightman had used school district equipment, materials, and
time ‘‘asking for ammunition to use against parents.’’
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Hochstetler’s motion failed, 3-1, largely because
Freshwater had not followed procedures by filing a complaint
at the school. Two days later he did. But when he met with
Wightman, Freshwater also asked her to remove eight other
King novels: Carrie, Cujo, The Dead Zone, The Drawing
of the Three, The Eyes of the Dragon, Pet Sematary, The
Shining, and Thinner.

“‘I’m not approaching this as censorship. I'm approaching
it as age appropriateness,”’ Freshwater said. ‘‘I’m not say-
ing take them out of high schools, because there are 17- and
18-year-olds. I'm not saying take them out of the public
library.”” Reported in: Bismarck Tribune, January 295, 26,
27, 30; Fargo Forum, January 27.

Fargo, North Dakota

A group of Fargo parents in February challenged a school
review panel’s finding that Guns and Ammo magazine is
appropriate for junior high school libraries. Mary
Schlossman, president of the Agassiz Junior High PTA, said
the magazine glorifies handguns and assault weapons. ‘‘I've
been told that it’s a popular magazine, but I’'m sure that if
we put Playboy on the shelves, that would be popular, too.””

Principal Charles Krumwiede said the magazine offered
a balance to library materials promoting gun control and pro-
vides information for students interested in hunting.

The issue surfaced last November when a parent brought
a complaint about the magazine to the PTA. The PTA
reviewed several issues and objected to some editorial
material and advertising. The organization filed a grievance
with the school board in January.

A panel consisting of Krumwiede, a teacher and the school
librarian reviewed and discussed the magazine, concluding
that it was acceptable for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade
students. ‘‘It’s been on the shelves for twenty-one years and
this was our first complaint,”” Krumwiede said.

The PTA is appealing the decision to district
administrators. Reported in: Fargo Forum, February 12.

Springfield, Oregon

The Springfield City Council rescinded its ban on
children’s access to R-rated library videos March 7, but
replaced it with a policy that still drew fire from civil liber-
ties activists. In a meeting with the Springfield Library Board,
the council unanimously reversed its November 22 decision
to make R-rated videos off-limits to children under age 16
(see Newsletter, March 1994, p. 53) — a prohibition city
attorneys said was unconstitutional.

Instead, council members reluctantly decided to let parents
notify librarians if their kids should not be allowed to check
out R-rated tapes. ‘I think we’re straining at gnats to get
basically the same thing done,’’ said council member Greg
Shaver. *‘I feel very frustrated that the First Amendment is
being used to hurt us and keep us from doing good for our
community.’’
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State leaders of the ACLU praised the council’s decision
to reconsider the ban. But they said they might challenge
the new policy because they believe it is also unconstitutional.
““The problem is that the government is still getting in the
middle of the decision making’” when children try to check
out R-rated videos, ACLU coordinator Polly Nelson said.

Under the revised policy parents can decide if their children
should not have access to the videos when the children renew
their library cards or obtain new cards. City librarians then
will be charged with enforcing parents’ preferences. *‘With
this, the government is still doing the monitoring and aler-
ting process, which should be totally left up to the parents,”’
Nelson said. Reported in: Eugene Register-Guard, March 8.

Boyertown, Pennsylvania

The unidentified parent of a Boyertown Junior High East
student in January challenged the presence of Carrie, by
Stephen King, in the school library. The parent objected to
the book’s language, its violence, and its sexual descriptions,
as well as what she described as a ‘‘Satanic killing”
sequence.

The complaint was submitted to a review committee, which
was to issue a recommendation to the Superintendent.
Another committee was already at work reviewing a com-
plaint lodged in December by a parent at Pine Forge Elemen-
tary School against The Witches, by Roald Dahl. Reported
in: Times of Boyertown Area, January 13.

Darlington, South Carolina

A local parent told the Darlington County School Board
January 18 that a book written for teenagers containing
graphic language should be removed from school libraries.
Johnny Tiller requested the board remove A Hero Ain’t
Nothin’ But a Sandwich, by Alice Childress, from the Lamar
Elementary School library and suggested the book be banned
from secondary schools as well. *‘I feel the book doesn’t
belong at any school at any age,”’ he said.

Tiller said offensive language in the book makes it un-
suitable for any children, particularly for elementary school
children. He read excerpts containing graphic language from
the book to the board. A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ But a Sandwich
tells the story of a black teenager living in an urban area who
is falling into drug addiction. The book is aimed at older
readers and district officials could not explain how it wound
up in an elementary school library.

At least one board member agreed without even reading
the book. After being handed the book and looking it over
during the meeting, board member Warren Jeffords raised
it in the air. While shaking it, he said the book should be
removed from all school libraries. Although some other
board members agreed, Chair Dick Puffer reminded them
that the district has a review policy to address such com-
plaints. Reported in: Florence Morning News, January 20;
Darlington News & Press, January 27.
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Rib Lake, Wisconsin

Fallout from a decision by school administrators to pull
a book off a high school library shelf in early 1993 continues
to plague the Rib Lake School District. Since high school
principal Paul Peterson confiscated Forever, by Judy Blume,
the following events have occurred:

® Then-high school librarian Ruth Dishnow protested the
way in which the book was removed. She resigned at the
end of last year to pursue graduate studies after being denied
a leave of absence by the school board. Dishnow was named
Civil Libertarian of the Year by the ACLU of Wisconsin.

e On March 4, a lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court
in Madison by Rib Lake High School guidance counselor
Michael Dishnow, Ruth Dishnow’s husband, against
Superintendent of Schools Ramon Parks, Peterson and the
district. Dishnow, whose contract for next year was not
renewed after a lengthy open hearing January 25, during
which the district cited fourteen incidents of ‘ ‘unprofessional
conduct and insubordination,’” is asking to be reinstated and
awarded damages.

The suit alleges the real reason behind the non-renewal
was his vocal stand in support of Forever. Dishnow defended
the book at a board meeting in March, 1993, and published
his opinions in a local news column he writes.

In September, Dishnow wrote a letter to the Medford Star-
News, charging the district with censorship and criticizing
Jim Finster, the librarian who replaced Ruth Dishnow. The
next day, Finster and Dishnow became involved in a verbal
altercation and shortly thereafter attorney Jeff Jones wrote
the Star News threatening the paper with a lawsuit if it con-
tinued to use the name of the high school in Dishnow’s
column.

® Dishnow filed a harassment suit with the Wisconsin
Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations, and
Ruth Dishnow, Gail Curran, an English teacher at the high
school, and Assistant Librarian Cheryl Andrist filed sex
discrimination and harassment suits over incidents stemming
from the book banning.

In August, 1993, both sides mediated an agreement and
the suits were dropped. One of the conditions of the settle-
ment was that there be no retaliation against those who filed
the suits. Curran and Andrist have since filed new suits,
however.

® At a board meeting March 10, an anti-censorship group
calling itself Concerned Adults for Responsible Education
(CARE) informed the board that between one and four of
its members not up for reelection were being recalled. ““The
issue of one to four is how many good candidates we can
field,”’ said Gary Failing, a member of the group. ‘I guess
we’re concerned about the large amount of legal expenses
the board has run up since April, 1993, and the end of the
year.”” Reported in: Marshfield News Herald, March 9.
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Fairbanks, Alaska

A book by Nobel and Pulitzer Prize winner Toni Morrison
will not be taught at Lathrop High School despite student
protests, school officials said March 1. Lathrop
administrators pulled copies of The Bluest Eye from an
eleventh-grade classroom February 3 after students had
already started reading the book, assigned by their teacher.
Lathrop Principal Jerry Hartsock stressed, however, that the
book would remain in the school library.

‘It was a very controversial book, it contains lots of very
graphic descriptions and lots of disturbing language,’’
Hartsock explained. It ‘‘seemed counter to what our school
was about.”’ The Bluest Eye contains explicit scenes of rape
and incest. It is not included in the school district’s list of
board-approved books that teachers may require as classroom
reading. It’s up to the principal to decide whether a teacher
can require a book not on the list.

Several students protested the decision to take away the
books. In a letter to the editor of the Fairbanks News-Miner,
Sonya Norman wrote, ‘‘Doesn’t a woman in America get
raped approximately every five minutes? Isn’t the person who
usually commits this crime a friend or someone you know?
Is this something we are not supposed to know? Why do they
want to hold back our education? Isn’t knowledge of the real
world the reason we go to school?”’ Reported in: Fairbanks
News-Miner, March 2.

Augusta, Georgia

In mid-January, a parent approached Richmond County
assistant school superintendent Billy Mitchell with a com-
plaint about a book his daughter had to read for high school
English. The parent highlighted a passage from Nobel and
Pulitzer Prize winner Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon that
he thought filthy and inappropriate. Mitchell agreed, call-
ing the passage base and graphic. In a January 21 memo,
he instructed county high school principals to remove the
book from required reading lists and library shelves.

Mitchell’s action prompted controversy, however, because
it ignored review policies and procedures established by the
school board. After teachers and parents complained, the
issue was submitted to a review committee, which was
studying the issue.

The book was assigned reading in an Advanced Placement
English class at A.R. Johnson Health, Science and Engineer-
ing High School. The passage to which Mitchell objected
involves a conversation in which oral and anal sex are
discussed. “‘I'm not condemning Toni Morrison,”’ said
Mitchell, who admitted that the two offensive pages were
the only pages he had read in the book. ‘‘I'm just saying
that’s not appropriate reading for us to require students to
read.”” Reported in: Augusta Chronicle, February 24.
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Hilo, Hawaii

The teacher of the award-winning Waiakea High School
video production class accused the school’s principal of cen-
sorship in January. The teacher, John Morales, said Prin-
cipal Dan Sakai refused to allow his class to do video reports
on the subjects of child abuse and hemp.

‘‘Basically, he’s been censoring our broadcasts,”” Morales
said. ‘“We’re being told we can’t do certain News 101
pieces.”” News 101 is a feature carried statewide by a
Honolulu television station.

Morales said that after the subjects were barred by Sakai,
the class decided to do a piece on censorship, using non-
school equipment and on their own time. When the report
ran on News 101, the program noted that it was done by
an independent team.

Morales said Sakai told him he was preventing the class
from doing pieces on hemp and child abuse because the topics
were too controversial and too complicated. Morales noted,
however, that the class had already done several reports on
controversial topics, including a piece on teen pregnancy that
resulted in a request for the students to do a one-hour report
on teenage sexuality for the state Department of Health.

‘I don’t want to come across as for censorship,’’ Sakai
said. He said he refused the students’ request because of con-
cerns over ‘‘safety and welfare.””

Bob Jones, anchorman at KGMB television and coor-
dinator of the News 101 pieces, said the Waiakea class was
“‘way out in front’’ among the various high schools in the
state participating in the program. ‘‘They have been my shin-
ing example,’’ he said.

Jones said the station insists that schools not censor the
students or attempt to coerce them into doing certain types
of stories. “‘If we are satisfied they are telling the kids what
to do, we will sever our relationship with that school,’” Jones
said. Reported in: Hawaii Tribune-Herald, January 28.

Belleville, Missouri

Human Sexuality, by Elizabeth Winship, Frank Caparulo,
and Vivian K. Harlin, will no longer be used as a textbook
in Belleville’s two public high schools. The Belleville High
School District School Board voted unanimously to remove
the book from use in health classes. Some parents had com-
plained to the board that the book didn’t stress abstinence
from sex by high school students.

‘““We have an abstinence-based [sex education] curriculum
that we try to make value-neutral,”” Assistant Superinten-
dent Douglas Dahm said, in explaining the board’s February
21 decision.

Dahm had headed a committee that reviewed parents’
objections. He said the committee decided that the book was
only a supplemental text to a health course, used only at
Belleville East High School, and that the course could be
taught as well without the book. ‘‘It’s not like we’re losing
an important part of the curriculum,’” he said.
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Carol Davenport said she and about forty other parents
had complained because the book ‘‘did not concentrate on
abstinence.”’’ She said the book was also flawed because it
didn’t say whether sexual relations before marriage,
homosexuality, masturbation or abortion are right or wrong.
Reported in: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 23.

Helena, Montana

A committee reviewing two sex education videos used by
Kessler School for fifth and sixth graders recommended
January 18 that the school drop one of them. Three parents
challenged the videos in November (see Newsletter, March
1994, p. 54). The film committee recommended dropping
the animated What’s Happening to Me, which drew the most
criticism at a December public hearing.

Criticism of the film ranged from claims it promoted sex-
ist views of women to the manner in which it portrayed
homosexuality and masturbation. Superintendent Sharon
Walker said that What’s Happening to Me was shown in the
school for four years, but wasn’t shown this past year. The
film the committee recommended the school keep, What Kids
Want to Know About Sex and Growing Up, was shown this
year. Walker said that film had been intended to replace the
animated film, even though the animated film wasn’t con-
troversial in the past. Reported in: Helena Independent
Record, January 19.

Southampton, New York

Peter Pan got the hook. Southampton Intermediate School
canceled a production of the play following six weeks of
rehearsal after complaints from the Shinnecock Indian tribe
that its portrayal of Native Americans was unflattering. Nine
percent of the student body in the school are from the near-
by Shinnecock Reservation. Principal John O’Mahoney and
Superintendent Richard Malone tried to alter the play, but
had problems with the company that owns rights to the
musical. The Shinnecocks objected to the song ‘‘Uhga-
Wuhga-Meatball’’ and demeaning words like ‘‘squaw’’ and
“‘redskin.’” Malone said the school would consider a pro-
duction of The Wizard of Oz. Reported in: USA Today,
March 8; Orlando Sentinel, March 8; St. Petersburg Times,
March 8.

Concord, North Carolina

A Spanish-language video was pulled from classrooms at
two schools in February after parents complained about
‘‘offensive material,”’” including footage on birth control,
abortion and AIDS. Daniel Freeman, superintendent of the
Cabarrus County Schools, said the film had been viewed by
three administrators and judged unsuitable.

“We don’t need it. We don’t want it and it’s out,”’
Freeman said. “‘I’'m sorry it happened. Those things
happen.”’
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The film had been purchased for use in the fifth and sixth-
grade Spanish classes. It was shown several times at Odell
Elementary and Northwest Middle Schools. Larry Riggs,
principal at Odell, said he was contacted on February 16 by
a parent who voiced an objection. After viewing the film,
Riggs agreed that it should not be shown, although two
teachers who used the film had found no problem with it and
received no complaints.

Riggs said the film showed a reporter interviewing Mex-
ican high school students in the presence of their principal.
Questions related to pollution, environment, sports, music
and career goals. Toward the end of the film, however, the
reporter asked about AIDS and birth control. One of the
students displayed a condom. Reported in: Concord Tribune,
February 18; Kannapolis Daily Independent, February 18.

Fairfax County, Virginia

A book used to teach first-graders about differences in
families will be eliminated from the Fairfax County School’s
Family Life Education program next year after some parents
complained that it glorifies divorce and shows two women
living together. The 32-page book, Families, by Meredith
Tax, was criticized at a public hearing in December.

One parent complained that the book had a ‘‘lesbian
theme.’’ ‘‘Nowhere in this book is the word ‘marriage’ em-
phasized, or ‘husband,’ or ‘wife’’’ said Kathy Campbell,
one of the parents who complained. ‘‘The family is in trou-
ble, and we can’t diminish typical married life as we know
it.”’

In response to the criticism, Fairfax school official decided
to find a new book, according to Jerald Newberry, the coor-
dinator of the system’s Family Life program. ‘‘Our concern
was really the issue of glorifying divorce,’” he said. In one
story, a boy wishes his parents were divorced so he could
fly on airplanes to visit them.

Newberry denied that concern about lesbianism influenced
the decision. *‘There’s absolutely nothing mentioned about
lesbians in this book.”” he said. ‘“That’s ridiculous.’” He said
the system had been using Families since 1988 and probably
would have started looking for a more current book in the
next two years. Reported in: Washington Post, January 12.

Lynden, Washington

Overruling the unanimous recommendation of a twelve-
member advisory committee of parents, teachers, and school
principals, Principal Ken Axelson of Lynden High School
announced February 7 that he was removing a Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel from the curriculum of an advanced place-
ment English class. A Thousand Acres, by Jane Smiley, was
included in a course that could be taken for college credit.
It sparked a complaint by Warren and Carol Rinehart, parents
of a student who was not in the class.

““This was written to be stimulating and titillating,”” the
Rineharts said in their complaint. ‘‘No normal 16-18-year-
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old could read this material and be unaffected.”” The com-
plaint focused on five pages of the novel which describe sex-
ual relations between a married couple and use the word
““fuck.”’ The Rineharts won support from Cathy Mickels,
president of the Washington Alliance of Families, who cir-
culated xeroxed passages of the book and went on radio
shows to protest its contents.

Teacher Carole Hanaway said she would urge the school
to drop the advanced placement class. ‘‘I don’t see how we
can continue this class in the current agitated political state
because of the material that kids of that level read,”” she said.
“‘I’m convinced that it will happen again.”’ Smiley’s book
was read in conjunction with Shakespeare’s King Lear, which
A Thousand Acres updates and resituates on an Iowa family
farm.

Axelson’s decision was widely seen as an attempt to win
support for a $3 million tax levy, which was voted down
anyway. Reported in: Lynden Tribune, January 26, February
9; Bellingham Herald, February 13; Chicago Tribune,
February 23.

Oconomowoc, Wisconsin

About two hundred seniors walked out of an all-school
assembly February 11 in protest of what they called censor-
ship of the boys senior class skit. The walkout was organized
as a protest by a group of about thirty senior boys who had
been in charge of writing and performing the traditional skit.
They were told that portions of their work were inappropriate
and would not be permitted. Teachers and administrators who
read the skit decided that three parts could be considered
harassment toward certain groups of students.

““They were told to change those parts or not do the skit,”’
said principal Frank Rosengren. ‘‘If we know that harass-
ment is going on, we have to act. We don’t have a choice.”’

Student Council Vice President Josh Polasky, who helped
write the skit and organize the walkout, said it was ‘‘not a
personal attack on anyone. We could have used more juvenile
means to protest, but chose nonviolent civil disobedience.
We felt the walkout was the mature thing. We did it as a
political statement.’’ Reported in: Oconomowoc Enterprise,
February 16.

student press

Eureka, California

A group of journalism students accused the College of the
Redwoods’ administration in January of violating their First
Amendment rights and censoring the student newspaper. The
administration wants two people appointed to review material
prior to publication in the Voice, which they charge has been
irresponsible 1n its reporting and reflects poorly on the
school.
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