newslette'

mtellectual
reedo

Editor: Judith F. Krug, Director
Office for Intellectual Freedom, American Library Association
Associate Editor: Henry F. Reichman

IFC ALA|

ISSN 0028-9485 January 1994 [J Volume XLIII TJ No. 1

President Clinton met November 24 with novelist Salman Rushdie in a gesture that the
White House said was intended to convey U.S. abhorrence of Iran’s death threat against
the author of The Satanic Verses. Rushdie also conferred at length with Secretary of State
Warren Christopher and national security adviser Anthony Lake. Their hour-long con-
versation, and the President’s dramatic gesture, marked a sharp break with the Bush ad-
ministration’s refusal to meet with Rushdie on the ground that it ‘‘might be misinterpret
in the Muslim world. A White House official said the President and his top foreign policy
deputies had told Rushdie that ‘‘they stand firmly with him against the forces of in-
tolerance.”’

Rushdie has lived in almost perpetual hiding since February 14, 1989, when The Satanic
Verses was condemned as blasphemous by the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini of Iran, who
called for his death. President Hashemi Rafsanjani of Iran said last year that since the
Ayatollah had died, the death sentence could not be lifted.

CI i nto n Clinton met with Rushdie only briefly, during a five-minute handshaking session at the
Old Executive Office Building, and the occasion was deemed so sensitive for security

reasons that the White House did not permit even its own photographer to record it on

meets film. It similarly refused to allow photographs of the author’s longer meeting with
- Christopher and Lake. Aides stressed, however, that the two officials and the President

R u s h d Ie had readily agreed to meet with a man they said symbolized the value of free expression

and the perils of state-sponsored terrorism.

The State Department also issued a warning to all U.S. diplomatic posts that the welcome
given to Rushdie might provoke ‘‘terrorist or mob action’’ against U.S. embassies, con-
sulates, or citizens abroad. Rushdie himself was given protection by State Department
security officers and extra security precautions were taken at the White House.

Rushdie and his supporters had sought the meeting as part of a concerted new effort
to draw attention to his plight. On September 23, the formation of a Rushdie Defense
Committee U.S.A. was announced at a New York press conference. The American Library
Association is a charter member of the committee.

Last May, Rushdie, a British citizen, met with Prime Minister John Major, but at a
press conference in Washington he expressed delight that he had at last won an audience
with the U.S. leader. Describing the meeting as a *‘political act,”” he declared, ‘‘Instead
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—censorship dateline -

libraries

Kansas City, Missouri

The donation of two gay and lesbian-themed books to the
libraries of 42 area high schools resulted in complaints by
parents, some of whom publicly burned one of the donated
volumes.

Project 21, a national group that secks to give young adults
“‘fair, accurate and inclusive images of lesbians and gay
men,”” gave copies of Annie On My Mind, by Nancy Garden,
and All-American Boys, by Frank Mosca, to the high schools.
On October 7, about fifteen people participated in a protest
in front of the Kansas City School District offices during
which a copy of Annie On My Mind was set afire.

Most districts were still reviewing the books and had not
decided whether to add them to library collections, but even
the prospect of consideration was cause enough for concern
to some area residents. ‘‘They are here to seduce your son
and recruit young men and women in the gay and lesbian
lifestyle,”’ Regina Dinwiddie told the demonstrators outside
the school district offices.

Many of the protesters said they had already taken their
children out of area public schools and enrolled them in
Christian schools to avoid such influences.

The Shawnee Mission School District received about fif-
teen calls from concerned parents. Annie On My Mind was
already available at three of the district’s five high schools.
After reviewing the books, Shawnee Mission librarians
decided to add All-American Boys to their collections.

Kansas City, Kansas, School District, on the other hand,
donated the books to the public libraries there, which are
operated by the school board. The district received no com-
plaints from parents.
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Robert Birle, a coordinator for Project 21, said he hoped
parents would read the books before forming opinions. ‘“Cer-
tainly, parents have a right to make decisions about what their
children are reading,’’ he said. ‘‘But by making decisions
about what libraries offer, they make that decision for all
parents and for everyone’s children.”” Reported in: Kansas
City Star, October 8.

Lawrence, New Jersey

Daddy’s Roommate, by Michael Willhoite, won’t be
allowed back on the shelves in the children’s section of the
Mercer County Library System. Despite protests from county
residents against last summer’s decision to move the book,
along with Heather Has Two Mommies, by Leslea Newman,
from the children’s section to the adult section (see Newslet-
ter, November 1993, p. 177; July 1993, p. 126), the Mercer
County Library Commission refused September 14 to recon-
sider its decision to reshelve the book. A group of residents
addressed the commission at that meeting in criticism of the
reshelving. Reported in: Lawrence Ledger, September 16.

Westerville, Ohio

A Westerville parent wants children’s books that focus on
violent stories removed from the school district’s library
shelves and PTA book sales. Emily Haniger told Wester-
ville school board members September 13 that such literature
has no place in the district. She asked board members to form
a task force of doctors, psychologists and child behavior
specialists to study the effect of violent stories on students.
Reported in: Westerville News, September 15.

Ennis, Texas

The Ennis Library Board was asked October 4 to remove
the book Halloween ABC, by Eve Merriam, from the shelves
of the Ennis Public Library. Reported in: Ennis Press,
October 15.

Fairfax, Virginia

The Fairfax County School Board on October 28 rejected
a compromise on whether children below grade six should
read a controversial novel that some parents objected to
because they believe it portrays blacks as inferior to whites.
Jump Ship to Freedom, by James Lincoln Collier and
Christopher Collier, first drew fire from some black parents
last year. At the urging of Robert E. Frye, who was a school
board member until June 30, the board voted in June to keep
the book away from most elementary school pupils in both
classrooms and libraries (see Newsletter, September 1993,
p. 146).

Six new board members, including a student member,
joined the board July 1. The student member asked the board
to review the issue. In an attempt at compromise, it was pro-
posed to allow teachers to use the book in instruction, with
some restrictions. But a strong outcry from black parents
convinced the majority that the book should remain
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unavailable to children below grade six. Reported in:
Washington Times, September 29, October 29.

Rice Lake, Wisconsin

When Luana Kelley’s ten-year-old son brought home the
poetry book Halloween ABC, she began to read it to her 5-
and 7-year old children. She stopped reading and started
questioning the Cameron Elementary School’s choice of
library books when she read the poems ‘‘Demon’’ and
“Icicle.”” Kelley charged that those poems promote satanism,
murder and suicide. ‘‘I am mortified that this is available
to my fourth-grader.”’

“‘It’s not that I have anything against Halloween,’’ Kelley
said, ‘‘but this is demonology, murder and suicide.’” Hallo-
ween ABC, published in 1987, contains 26 poems and illustra-
tions. It has been available at the Cameron school since 1988
and has been checked out over fifty times. Reported in: Rice
Lake Chronotype, November 3.

Rock Springs, Wyoming

On October 25, the Sweetwater County Library Board
received a formal request to remove Do or Die, by Leon
Bing, from library shelves. The book includes interviews
with juveniles involved in gangs in the Los Angeles area.
The couple making the request said the book tells young peo-
ple how to become involved in a gang.

Rock Springs Police Commander Glenn Grymes said he
disagreed with the banning request. ‘‘It should be required
“reading for all parents of teenagers,”” he said. ‘‘It shows what
can happen when society falls apart.’”” Reported in: Rock
Springs Daily Rocket-Miner, October 27.

schools

Anaheim, California

Parental complaints against the approval of two books on
an approved reading list led to an attempted recall of four
members of the Anaheim Union High School District board
of trustees. Board members targeted for recall included the
board president and another board member who led a recall
movement of her own fourteen years ago against two trustees,
charging censorship of classroom materials.

The leaders of the latest recall movement said they ob-
jected to the board’s approval of two books, Ordinary Peo-
ple, by Judith Guest, and The Great Santini, by Pat Conroy
(see Newsletter, November 1993, p. 192). The group charged
that Ordinary People promotes teenage suicide and that The
Great Santini is ‘‘vulgar, defiles religion, and is not
appropriate for students.’” Reported in: Los Alamitos News-
Enterprise, September 23.
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Corona, California

The classic novels, The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D.
Salinger, and Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley, may
no longer be required reading for juniors and seniors if two
Corona parents have their way. The parents claim the books
conflict with the Corona-Norco Unified School District’s
health curriculum regarding sex, which suggests abstinence
until marriage.

““They [the books] contain behaviors that are less than
ideal,’’ said parent Joan Thacker, who along with Nancy
Waldvogel made the request to the school board October 19.
She acknowledged that the books have literary merit but said
they ‘‘are centered around negative activity,”” and the im-
pact of such books on students must also be considered.

‘““We would like to see them retired to the shelves of the
school library,”” Thacker said. The parents suggested that
students be required instead to read books more in line with
the curriculum’s recommendation and containing more
positive themes. ‘“We’re not asking them to ban the books.
But with the curriculum, why are we requiring this?”’

The parents first tried unsuccessfully to have the Salinger
book removed from the list in 1990, but tried again after the
health curriculum was adopted, since the curriculum spelled
out “‘in black and white’’ what the district wanted the students
to learn, Waldvogel said. Their request was examined by
a district review committee, which ruled that the books do
not actually contradict the curriculum. The parents then ap-
pealed to the school board. Reported in: Corona Indepen-
dent, October 27.

Simi Valley, California

At an October 26 press conference, Simi Valley school
board trustee Tom Baldwin distributed sixteen pages from
The Valley of Horses, by Jean Auel, which describe in
lengthy and graphic detail a man’s sexual encounters with
several women. Baldwin said he wants such books removed
from the recommended reading list at Moorpark High
School.

Baldwin told the press that he had been working for a year
to get Auel’s The Clan of the Cave Bear series removed from
the school’s eleventh-grade reading list. During a meeting
with English and History teachers and administrators at the
high school, however, he was accused of censorship.

‘“While most of these individuals would admit the books
were blue, there was a reluctance to take them off the recom-
mended reading list on principle. To do so they felt would
be to submit to censorship,’’ he said. ‘‘I worked behind the
scenes on this problem in hopes of avoiding the ill will of
our staff. However, the time has come to make parents aware
that works containing hard-core graphic sexual content are
on the list of books recommended for their children to read
by our high school. To keep this under wraps any longer
would violate the trust of parents.”’

Superintendent Tom Duffy said there had been two infor-
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objections to the Rushdie book in September, reiterated his
contention that it was inappropriately listed. He said his ob-
jections were reinforced after a recent meeting with English
Department faculty in which he was informed that they had
not read the book. ‘If the teachers do not read the material
and cannot deal with complex cultures,’’ he said, ‘*how are
they going to help students judge if the writer is providing
a correct point of view? I’'m appalled, quite frankly, at the
lack of rigor we are accepting from our staff. If we want
to have quality instruction and delivery, we must begin with
well-thought-out, well-prepared material.”’

Other board members quickly seized on the broader aspects
of the issue. ‘‘The question goes beyond individual items,”’
said board member Michael Byrne. Board member Michelle
Marvel said that in reviewing the curriculum she was disturb-
ed that English 9 Honors was not correlated with World
History Honors.

‘I don’t think the issue of banning books is even here,”’
Marvel said. ‘‘The course guide is flawed from beginning
to end.”

Rushdie, who wrote Midnight’s Children in 1981, gained
worldwide notoriety eight years later when passages in
another of his books, The Satanic Verses, led some Moslem
leaders to accuse him of blasphemy. A threat of execution
sent the author into hiding (see page 1).

Chaudry argued that the book by Rushdie, which had been
listed as representative of British-Islamic culture, did not
belong on the list because Rushdie has offended people of
the Islamic faith and is simply not as talented as other Moslem
writers. Reported in: Bernardsville News, October 13, 27.

Canton, North Carolina

Bats in the Belfry, a play depicting four good witches and
an evil warlock, never saw its second night on stage at Pisgah
High School in Canton in late October. School administrators
canceled the second and final performance under pressure
from some Canton residents who cited religious objections.
The decision prompted a small student walkout near the end
of the school day.

The play, an extracurricular program, was cut out of con-
cern for student safety, not because of the objections, of-
ficials said. Some cast members had been called at home and
harassed, said Superintendent Karen Campbell.

The Rev. Roy Kilby, pastor of the Bethel Baptist Church,
said he placed two calls condemning the play himself, as did
members of his congregation. Kilby said he did not see the
play and had not read the script. But he objected to it because
it joked about ‘‘connotations and the influence of satanism
and witchcraft.”’

*“This is not about censorship. This is about morality and
what is right for society,”” Kilby said. ‘‘These are not things
to be joked about.”” He said depictions of witches should be
kept out of public schools as long as prayer is barred.
Reported in: Greenville Daily Reflector, November 6.
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Kirkland, Washington

Julie Bergman will get another crack at persuading the
Lake Washington School District to remove a Japanese novel
from high school English classes. Citing procedural errors,
the district granted Bergman another hearing on her request
to remove The Sound of Waves, by Yukio Mishima, a love
story set in a Japanese fishing village, from district
classrooms.

Bergman argued that the unanimous rejection of her com-
plaint by an eight-member review committee had been done
in a closed hearing in violation of state open meeting laws.
The district’s attorney agreed with her.

*‘I consider it a pornographic book,”’ said Bergman, whose
son read it last year in a sophomore honors English class
at Lake Washington High School. In her complaint, Bergman
cited 21 pages that were ‘‘crude, vulgar, degrading to
women, seductive, enticing and suggestive.’” She said the
book ‘‘devotes four pages to the sensuality of a woman’s
breast.”” She also objected to an *‘attempted rape’’ and a love
scene in which the young couple undress.

District officials and the review committee concluded,
however, that the book, which won numerous awards in
Japan when it was published in 1954, is a sensitive love story.
And Bergman acknowledged that a public rehearing of her
complaint was not likely to reach a different result.

But whatever happens to Bergman’s initial complaint, the
school district will not be out of the woods. Bergman said
she is working with about twenty other district residents who
may challenge other books they consider inappropriate.
Bergman also began circulating a petition calling on the board
to protect students ‘‘from books and videos that depict
violence, vulgar language and sexual activity.”’

In late September, Barb Keck, a former PTA president
who is working with Bergman, announced that she would
ask the district to remove Soul Catcher, a novel by Frank
Herbert about Native Americans, from another English class.
“‘“There’s a very explicit sex scene,’” said Keck.

Keck said she didn’t care if Soul Catcher remained in the
school library, but she considers it inappropriate for the
classroom. Bergman’s son isn’t in the class, and Keck is
home-schooling her tenth-grade son. Even so, Keck said,
she remained concerned about the public school system as
a taxpayer and church youth leader. Reported in: Bellevue
Journal American, September 11, 14, 30, October 9.

student press

Iowa City, Iowa

A columnist who was fired by the University of lowa stu-
dent newspaper filed a complaint with the university’s Human
Rights Committee seeking reinstatement on the paper. Jeff
Klinzman said that he was fired from the Daily Iowan
September 10 because he actively campaigned for the firing
of another columnist, David Mastio. Mastio had written a
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of the Diamondback or any other publication to publish what
its editorial board chooses.’’ Reported in: Washington Times,
November 2, 3, 4.

Poughkeepsie, New York

A cartoon in a high school newspaper that depicted school
board members as animals led to a battle over censorship
and a disciplinary hearing against the paper’s faculty adviser.
Under the headline ‘‘Circus of Education,”” the cartoon
published in the June, 1993, edition of the Tomahawk,
student newspaper at Roy C. Ketcham High School, depicted
board members and an administrator as a pig, a mule, a
dinosaur, and other creatures. An adjacent editorial criticized
the ‘‘back to basics’’ movement the students feared would
sweep the district.

The district confiscated several hundred issues of the paper
and mailed a new paper to parents with the cartoon
removed. School board President Carroll Jones said several
board members were offended by the cartoon. “‘I think it’s
very poor taste,’’ he said. ‘“Whether it’s libelous or not, I
really don’t know.”” Under New York State Education
Department regulations, student publications are entitled to
free press rights but ‘‘students have the responsibility to
refrain from libel and obscenity and to observe the normal
rules for responsible journalism.”’

In August, Principal John Biasotti removed English teacher
William Dourdis as faculty adviser. Students printed the first
two issues of the 1993-94 school year without an adviser,
although Biasotti checked each issue before it went to press.
Biasotti said he had been disciplined for allowing the car-
_toon to run. He said the cartoon was inappropriate for a stu-
dent paper. ‘‘It was insulting, it was abusive.”’

Dourdis said the students wanted to express their concern
that the election of three school board members supported
by the Taxpayers Defense Organization might hurt the
schools. ‘‘As is normal journalistic practice, you comment
in the editorials on the news of the day,’” he said. ‘‘The lead
story was the TDO winning the election and the budget pass-
ing, and we were commenting on their platform.”’

At the board’s October 25 meeting, two students objected
to Biasotti’s removal of an opinion column from the
September issue. Backed by a dozen supporters, the students
said the removal was an example of a repressive atmosphere
at the school. In the deleted column, News Editor Josh Hill
acknowledged the cartoon ‘‘was not the most subtle way of
expressing rage’” at spending cuts. But he said it expressed
the palpable anger among students.

*‘In censoring the Tomahawk, the Board of Education and
the administration are taking an expedient but morally wrong
course,”” Hill wrote. ‘‘Instead of dealing with the issues
brought up by the cartoon, they silence the paper with their
authoritarian hand.’’ Reported in: Poughkeepsie Journal,
November 1.
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LaCrosse, Wisconsin

The editor of the student newspaper at a Roman Catholic
college said he was forced to resign over censorship of stories
about homosexual rights and other issues that conflicted with
church doctrine. Darren Foster, editor of the Lumen at
Viterbo College, said October 23 that he was subjected to
‘‘emotional pressure’’ not to run stories on controversial
issues such as homosexual rights, birth control and abortion.

‘I am a victim of homophobia,’’ Foster said. ‘“They have
personally attacked my character for having a gay agenda,
Jjust because I wanted to run a few stories about gays. Even
mainstream daily newspapers have stories about gays.”’

The paper’s adviser, Lyon Evans, said he disagreed with
Foster about advocacy journalism and recommended that cer-
tain stories not be published. But he said he never censored
the newspaper. ‘I told Darren that advocacy journalism is
an important part of the history of journalism,’’ Evans said.
“‘But it’s not compatible with being the editor of a mainstream
student newspaper.”’

Foster, a gay rights advocate, has been an outspoken critic
of the military’s policy on homosexuals. He and his com-
panion had recently announced plans to challenge Wiscon-
sin’s law prohibiting same-sex marriages.

The final feud that sparked Foster’s resignation involved
a story about gays in the military. Foster charged that Evans
had ‘‘rambled on for ninety minutes about advocacy jour-
nalism and mainstream journalism. He said I was practicing
advocacy journalism. He also suggested I should quit if I
didn’t feel comfortable being the editor of a mainstream
newspaper.”’ Evans said he never suggested that Foster
resign.

The controversy came a year after Viterbo President
William Medland fired the previous faculty adviser, editor
and staff after a humor column listed ten alternative uses for
condoms. A few days later, the staff was rehired after the
Society of Professional Journalists interceded. Reported in:
Milwaukee Sentinel, October 25, 29.

film
Los Angeles, California

The president of Gramercy Pictures wrote a letter
September 23 to the heads and marketing presidents at all
of the Hollywood studios soliciting support for a protest of
what he said was unfair censorship of review quotes in movie
ads by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA).
The association had rejected a thirty-second television spot
and a print ad for the movie Dazed and Confused because
a review quoted from US magazine — ‘‘Deliciously accurate
in its portrayal of the generation that fell between LSD and
R.E.M.”” — violated its guidelines restricting references to
drugs.

The MPAA also rejected the ads because they contained
the line ‘‘Finally! A Movie for Everyone Who DID Inhale.’"
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The work includes some nudity and graphic depictions of
sexual activity, which gallery director Hawley Holmes decid-
ed were inappropriate for school children who visit on field
trips. But the artist charged that the gallery feared ‘‘they were
going to lose their funding if they showed this piece.”’

‘It would be very upsetting to remain in the show know-
ing this man’s painting would not appear,’’ said Berkeley
painter Robert Broki. ‘“The idea of removing someone’s
work has really cast a pall over the show.’’ The Epting piece
was one of about sixty selected by a panel of judges for the
exhibit.

Several artists said they might have chosen to leave their
works in the exhibition had the gallery agreed to a com-
promise, such as displaying Epting’s painting in an office
with a warning outside that it contained explicit images.
Holmes said she thought about hanging the painting in an
office but decided against it because ‘‘it just didn’t seem
right.”” Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, November
10, 12.

Washington, D.C.

An exhibit planned for the Cannon House Office Building
rotunda on Capitol Hill went on without the work of Illinois
artist Constance Eger Shneider. The exhibit, ‘‘Healing
Legacies: A Collection of Art & Writing by Women With
Breast Cancer,”” was submitted in August to the office of
Architect of the Capitol George White for approval of its
scheduled October 18 opening. Of the 34 artists chosen for
the show by the Breast Cancer Action Group’s jury,
Shneider, a breast cancer survivor, was one of three whose
work contained nudity and was rejected by White’s office.

‘“We are simply being censored,”” Shneider said. Even-
tually the artist’s home state senator, Paul Simon (D) and
Rep. Bernard Sanders, the independent socialist from Ver-
mont, invited Shneider and other rejected artists to exhibit
the works in their offices. The group opted for Sanders’s
office because it was closer to the rest of the exhibit.

*‘Of course they’re not pornographic!’’ Shneider said of
her pastel female nudes. ‘‘The whole thing is to make peo-
ple aware, obviously, about breast cancer. But to be cen-
sored in such a way — it affects my rights, does it not? My
First Amendment rights.”” Reported in: Washington Post,
October 4.

Langley, Virginia

At Central Intelligence Agency headquarters in Langley,
a planned exhibit by artist Carmen Trujillo was canceled in
September after some at the agency objected to the artist’s
use of nudity in her large paintings. The agency had invited
the Cuban-born Trujillo to exhibit some of her works as part
of Hispanic Heritage Month. Some pieces, which included
renderings of female breasts, were judged too explicit for
the CIA, however, and Trujillo was asked not to include those
for the show.

20

Trujillo said she sent over the same 72 pieces that had been <

included in the original proposal accepted by the agency. But
after their arrival, some employees found them offensive and
verging on sexual harassment. ‘‘Some people were offended
by the most benign showing of women’s figures you could
imagine,’’ said Trujillo’s attorney, Joshua Kaufman. *‘If you
were to pull all art of that nature from shows, you would
have to close down every museum, every art school and
every gallery in the country.”’

Trujillo said that when it came time to actually hang her
work, she was told that only five were acceptable. CIA
representative Peter Earnest said she was told that only three
or four would not be suitable. In any case, both sides agreed
that Trujillo then declared that it was ‘“all or nothing.”’

I felt so humiliated,’” Trujillo said. ‘“This is censorship,
and as an artist I cannot let that happen. I need an apology.”’
Reported in: Washington Post, October 4; Baltimore Sun,
October 1.

foreign

Budapest, Hungary

Several thousand students gathered in front of Hungary’s
state-owned television station in early November waving
placards that said ‘‘MTV Unplugged.’’ But the demonstra-
tion had nothing to do with a youthful yearning for the
popular American music video cable channel. Instead, the
students were calling for a halt to an apparent purge at
Magyar Television, known as MTV.

Four years after the fall of Communism, the liberal
opposition is worried about a resurgence of media restric-
tions in a country that had earned a reputation as one of the
most democratic in eastern Europe.

The problems began when a newscaster on Kronika, a pro-
gram on state-owned Magyar Radio, mentioned in an hour-
ly news bulletin that a newspaper article had accused the
government of censorship. Ominously, the censorship item
did not appear in Kronika’s next bulletin. Later, the radio
director declared that Kronika’s news reports were being
halted because they failed to present balanced information.
Several radio journalists were disciplined.

Meanwhile, the director of MTV suspended the senior
editor of a late-night news program called ‘‘Evening
Balance,’” which had a history of criticizing the government.
The editor, who was accused of doctoring a year-old news
report despite the absence of credible evidence, was replaced
with a rival editor who is known for being pro-government.

The center-right government defended the media moves
but denied any direct involvement. ‘‘The actions taken in
the last few days are in the interest of balanced and objec-
tive news broadcasting,”’ said a statement from the office
of Prime Minister Jozsef Antall, who died a month later.

(continued on page 39)
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