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Reports of censorship in America's public schools continued to mount during the 1992-93 
school year, according to People for the American Way's annual survey of Attacks on 
the Freedom to Learn. The survey reported 395 attempts to ban books, lessons or educa
tional approaches from classrooms, school libraries, or districts in 44 states. The number, 
the highest in the eleven-year history of the report, compares to a previous record of 376 
cases last year, which itself marked a fifty percent increase over 1990-91. The censors 
succeeded in 41 percent of the reported cases, according to People for the American Way 
President Arthur Kropp. 

States with the most challenges in 1992-93 were California, 29; Pennsylvania, 26; and 
Oregon, Texas, and Washington, each with 21. Rounding out the "top ten" were Min
nesota, 19; Ohio, 18; New York, 17; Wisconsin, 16; and Florida and Maryland, 15 each. 
Overall, the most frequently raised objection was to alleged religious content. Sexual content 
was the second most common complaint, then profanity. Sex education courses remained 
a favorite target, with critics urging schools to teach sexual abstinence rather than discuss 
such topic~ as birth control and sexually transmitted diseases. 

Among the most frequently challenged book titles were Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark, 
More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark, and Scary Stories 3: More Tales to Chill Your 
Bones, by Alvin Schwartz; Bridge to Tarabithia, by Katherine Paterson; The Catcher in 
the Rye, by J.D. Salinger; The Boy Who Lost His Face, by Louis Sachar; Of Mice and 
Men, by John Steinbeck; and Halloween ABC, by Eve Merriam. 

The survey found that most challenges, about a third, came from religious conservatives, 
but about seven percent came from social liberals concerned about racism. 

Among the incidents reported in the survey: 
• In Tucson, Arizona, a high school drama teacher was dismissed after critics forced 

cancellation of a student performance of the Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The Shadow Box. 
• In Grand Saline, Texas, a teacher was ordered to remove a picture of Santa Claus 

after objections that the word "Santa" can be rearranged to spell "Satan." 
• In Riverside, California, critics called for the removal of Sleeping Beauty from the 

elementary school library, saying it was too frightening for children. A review committee 
retained the book. 

(continued on page 175) 
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let Johnny read 
Following are edited texts of remarks by Walter Dean 

Myers, a Newbery and Coretta Scott King award winning 
author of novels for teenagers, and Virginia Hamilton, author 
of more than thirty books for children and young adults, who 
has won uearly every major award and honor in her field, 
including the Hans Christian Anderson medal. These 
speeches were presented at a program cosponsored by the 
American Library Association Intellectual Freedom Commit
tee and the Association of American Publishers Freedom to 
Read Committee during the American Library Association's 
1993 Annual Conference in New Orleans. Myers and 
Hamilton were asked to address the topic ''Hearing 
Children's Voices, Respecting Children's Choices: Let 
Johnny Read, " on the impact of censorship of children's 
materials on their intended audience. 

Myers and Hamilton were preceded by a screening of 
''Damned in the USA, '' a film about censorship. The film 
was introduced by co-producer, Jonathan Stack. "Damned 
in the USA '' became the subject of a widely publicized lawsuit 
by the Reverend Donald Wildman, who sought to prohibit 
its screening in the United States. 

remarks by Walter Dean Myers 
I would first like to thank the American Library Associa

tion for inviting me to speak at this gathering. The oppor
tunity to talk about intellectual freedom, to a writer, is like 
having the opportunity to see one's soul dance. It doesn't 
matter that the performance is grand, or that it is awkward. 
What does matter is that we are communing with the very 
essence of our existence, the life of the mind. It is a life which 
we have chosen, and at the same time to which we are 
irresistibly drawn. So I thank you who have invited me, and 
those who have agreed to hear me. 

Every so often there appears in either a journal or magazine 
some bit of information or article that gives the author's view
point on what it is that separates humankind from other 
species. This kind of question is what authors bother 
themselves about when they're not busy authoring or present
ing themselves at ALA conferences. It's not that the ques
tion is that interesting. I know that I'm different than, say, 
a she:crab, and quite frankly, I don't care why. But still you 
read these articles. Humans, we are told, are the only animals 
that can perform certain tricks, like humming Dixie while 
wiggling their ears. Or the only ones who make emotional 
investments in sports events. 

I'm addicted to old books and just recently I was offered 
an antiquarian book that expounded the old theory of the op
posable thumb. Human thumbs oppose the palm allowing 
all humans to use tools, and affording men a particular facility 
with solitary sexual activities. With our opposable thumbs 
we can extend our physical presence and our sense of 
dominion. 
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Brain size had a run of popularity, but we had to keep 
redefining size in relative terms for the theory to hold. And 
the extensions of brain size theory, that certain races had 
larger brains than others, which seemed a natural extension 
of our desire to put ourselves above the animals, was also 
problematic. 

One of the more interesting theories I've heard is that we 
are the only creatures that recognize our own pending mor
tality. It was, as my eighteen-year-old son says, wonderful
ly 'deep and dark.' But then I realized that the author had 
no way of really knowing if, say, Malaysian tapirs knew that 
one day the search for succulent leaves and good sex would 
end. 

My normal course with this kind of thinking process is 
to maintain it until something more interesting comes along, 
and then abandon it immediately, having come to no mean
ingful conclusion. If I ever do come up with a meaningful 
conclusion I write it down and call it a book. 

But thinking has a way of accumulating an energy of its 
own, and the mind involves itself in its own interests, sub
consciously seeking solutions to problems in very mysterious 
ways. Quite possibly three-toed sloths go through the same 
process, I don't know. At any rate I began to think of some 
humans whose behavior I believed to be very close to that 
of animals. They seem to seldom venture much beyond their 
basic instincts and don't expect much from others. 

In our society, we tend to dismiss these people, placing 
them in the category of the superfluous, and reducing them 
in the hierarchy of values that we hold dear. Those people 
that we do value, we value not so much for themselves, but 
because they reflect the values that we hold, and because 
they celebrate, by celebrating our values, our own existences. 
We seek out as mates, as friends, as companions, that por
tion of humankind with which we are in agreement. 

Further, we extend this idea, the establishment of tribal 
greatness, by a process of formalization. We establish stan
dards, canons if you will, that we choose as representative 
of who we are. We say, in effect, that this ethic is impor
tant, and the broadcasting of it in either speech or print is 
thereby important. Not only are the values and the broad
casting important but, in a very real sense, they constitute 
both tribal and personal identity. 

Currently, on our college campuses, we are fighting 
precisely those battles of values and identity. The battles are 
not, as some people seem to think, mere exercises in revi
sionist history or vacuous challenges to a traditional canon. 
They are direct evidence of a segment of humankind 
recreating itself on multiple planes. Our species is saying 
in these debates that we are the summation of the values we 
choose to appropriate and to propagate. These values can 
be precisely defined as self-concept. We are conceiving 
ourselves, we are determining who we are and what it means 
to be human. 

What we do, as humans, what we have always done, is 
to create the dream of humanity. Our values change as our 
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ideas of the possibilities of this human dream are altered by 
experience, by intuition, by art, even perversely at times by 
the lusting for power. But the idea of who we are does 
change. What is a man? What is a woman? What is a child? 
What is the relationship of humans to the earth? 

My sense is that every generation has to recreate itself. 
My son, the one who knows everything, argues incessantly , 
and rejects everything that has ever been said or written by 
anyone over the age of thirty. He is going to tear it all down 
and show me why I'm too old-fashioned to see any essential 
truth. Eventually he will come to accept some of my truths, 
but he will put them together in his own way, and thereby 
establish his own humanity. Sometimes it's a painful process. 

We also need to extend our ideas of who we are, to make 
them important beyond our own existence. We have 
discovered two ways of doing this . We create monuments 
to our ideas. Great buildings go up, heroic statues, we scrib
ble book after book, we pray that our names are included 
in lists of awards that will insure us of some notation years 
after we have gone. Sometimes, even , we destroy. 

But there is another way . And that is to pass our ideas to 
the children. To give them the values that we hold dear, to 
convince them that our values are the only ones they should 
entertain. The idea that our children will only entertain our 
ideas, only try them on briefly as they invent themselves even 
as we have invented ourselves by the ideas we have 
embraced, is frightening to some people. The very last thing 
they want is to even admit that children will want to invent 
their own world, to shape their own values, using their own 
ideas. 

But can a child really do these things? Can children really 
establish the ideational base required to propel a social ethic? 
The answer, of course, is that they can begin if they are given 
access to both the result and methodology of what has gone 
before. And this is what we are talking about when we talk 
about freedom of information and freedom of thought. 

In the best of all possible worlds, the quest for ideas, for 
the extension of knowledge and truth, would be a natural 
process. The child, once exposed to any idea, would seek 
to expand it, to play with it, to fit it into an egocentric scheme 
consistent with their own experience. But this is not the case. 
The child must be enticed to the idea, lured by the oppor
tunity of self expression, even by the opportunity to be wrong 
without penalty. This is what an increasing number of peo
ple in our society would deny them. They may talk about 
objecting to a particular book, or a particular idea within a 
book, but what they really want to stop is the process of reex
amining and altering ideas, the process of humanity 
recreating humanity. And we gathered here , we people of 
ideas and people of values, we guardians of the vital means 
of transmission, we are the only protection that the children 
have, and by obvious extension, the only protection for 
ourselves. 

(continued on page 194) 
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NEA controversies continue 
Censorship controversies continue to surround the 

embattled National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), even 
after the government in June settled a lawsuit filed by four 
artists whose grants had been denied and an attempt to de
funct the agency was decisively defeated in Congress (see 
Newsletter, September 1993, pp. 133-34). On July 29, five 
days after the House vote, a display arranged by a conser
vative policy group to show members of Congress that " of
fensive" art was being funded by the Endowment, was 
abruptly banned from the Capitol before it even opened and 
then was closed down by House Speaker Thomas Foley's 
office after fifteen minutes in a second location. 

"This is true censorship," complained Martin Mawyer , 
president of the Christian Action Network, as uniformed 
guards in a House office complex announced that his exhibi
tion had to be dismantled. "Everyone has free-speech rights 
except us . If the members knew what they were funding , 
it would be the end of NEA. " 

The exhibition was part of an ongoing campaign by the 
group to persuade Congress not to fund NEA or to incor
porate regulations on grant monitoring during the next round 
of reauthorization hearings . Mawyer had invited every Con
gressional office to view a series of sexually explicit 
photographs of work allegedly funded by the Endowment, 
but when people arrived on the first floor of the Capitol at 
the scheduled time, the room was empty and Mawyer was 
announcing a new location. 

Rep. Philip Crane (R-IL) had reserved the room , which 
is under the jurisdiction of the House Ways and Means Com
mittee, but Reps . Sidney Yates (D-IL) and committee Chair 
Dan Rostenkowski (D-IL) withdrew permission when they 
decided the exhibit violated House rules on lobbying in the 
Capitol. 

Mawyer said his group had secured a backup room in a 
House annex through Crane ' s office. But the Speaker 's 
office, which controls the use of meeting rooms, said per
mission was never granted for its use . When police at the 
annex didn't see the event listed on their books, they called 
Foley's office. "We told them it hadn't been booked," said 
Foley aide Robin Webb. 

The Speaker's staff also concluded that the purpose of the 
show would be lobbying . "Their advertising - 'A Graphic 
Picture Is Worth A Thousand Votes' - · was a clear indica
tion," said Webb . 

The show was assembled from the work of New Mexico 
photographer Joel-Peter Witkin, articles and photographs 
from the 18th Street Arts Complex in Santa Monica, Califor
nia, and examples of works in two shows at the Whitney 
Museum of American Art in New York. The Christian group 
said the Endowment had supported the exhibited work. The 
group said the Whitney shows, which included excrement 
and menstrual blood, as well as examples of the work of con
troversial photographers Robert Mapplethorpe and Andres 
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Serrano, were funded by the NEA. 
The Endowment and the Whitney said the federal money 

did not directly support the shows but instead went to the 
museum's study program for graduate students, which 
organized the shows as part of a much broader agenda. The 
shows themselves were privately funded. The Santa Monica 
complex publishes a magazine of art criticism called High 
Performance that has received NEA money, including 
$12,500 this year. 

Witkin has received four NEA grants from its visual arts 
fellowship program. The latest, of $20,000, was awarded 
last year. Among his works displayed by Mawyer's group 
were "Christ in Glory," labeled as a hermaphroditic Jesus, 
and " Testicle Stretch With the Possibility of a Crushed 
Face,'' which showed a nude man lashed to a plank with 
his genitals in the grip of a pulley. Although NEA represen
tative Ginny Terzano acknowledged that the artist produces 
"work that is tough to look at, " she stressed that the agen
cy's peer review panels make decisions based on artistic 
merit, not subject matter. In response to the Christian 
Action Network exhibit, 65 prominent photography curators 
released a statement supporting Witkin . 

Across the continent, another controversy exploded for the 
Endowment even as preparations were underway for con
firmation hearings for Jane Alexander, who President 
Clinton nominated in early August as the new NEA chair. 
A group of three experimental artists supported by the arts 
agency began handing out $10 bills to illegal immigrants. 
To David Avalos , one of the artists , the act of giving the 
money was itself a work of art and a statement about "the 
interaction of physical space with intellectual space and civic 
space." 

Rep. Randy Cunningham (R-CA) called the giveaway 
" outrageous." In a letter to the NEA , he wrote , "I can 
scarcely imagine a more contemptuous use of taxpayers' 
hard-earned dollars." Endowment officials agreed, con
cluding that grant funds were not being used as the artists 
had presented they would be and the agency moved to ter
minate the grant. 

But if that might have had some appearance of caving in 
to pressure, an August 25 decision to reverse a Bush ad
ministration ruling and approve grants for three homosex
ual film festivals was quite the opposite. The decision headed 
off a threatened lawsuit by the Oakland, California-based, 
National Alliance for Media Arts and Culture, an umbrella 
organization that had requested the original funding on behalf 
of the Gay and Lesbian Media Coalition in Los Angeles, the 
New Festival in New York, and the Pittsburgh International 
Lesbian and Gay Film Festival. 

The NEA said it would give the alliance the $17 ,500 the 
film festivals would have received in 1992. The grants were 
rejected in November by then-acting Chair Anne-Imelda 
Radice, who was appointed by President Bush after he fired 
her predecessor, John Frohnmayer (see Newsletter , March 
1993, p. 38). Arts organizations said that many of the films 
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shown in the festivals were also shown at mainstream film 
festivals. They charged that rejection of the grants was based 
purely on politics, not artistic merit. 

The NEA said it reversed its decision after acting Senior 
Deputy Chair Ana Steele found an "abuse of process" in 
Radice's rejection of the grants. Radice made the decision 
after the deadline for notifying grant applicants had passed 
and the festivals had already occurred. 

"We are ecstatic and hope that it's signaling a new turn 
for the NEA in continuing to fund the diversity of arts in 
this country,'' said Larry Horne, director of the Gay and 
Lesbian Media Coalition. 

The possibility that the decision might mark the start of 
"a new turn" also occurred to the Endowment's opponents, 
however. "I maintain that this reversal of the Bush ad
ministration decision will ultimately make what had been a 
minor political issue a major political issue for conservative 
Americans,'' said Patrick Trueman of the American Family 
Association. 

Marshall Wittmann, legislative director of Pat Robertson's 
Christian Coalition, said the NEA's switch on funding the 
festivals was evidence of the "cultural radicalism that seems 
to be standard in the Clinton administration." 

Wittmann described a "coalition of pro-family groups" 
that is forming to fight the NEA. He noted that the mobiliza
tion was occurring in anticipation of pending Congressional 
action on NEA appropriations and reauthorization legisla
tion, and confirmation hearings for Alexander. 

"She'll need to answer a lot of questions," Wittmann said 
of the nominee. ''Our fear is that she will reflect the views 
of her colleagues in Hollywood, who are usually out of the 
mainstream.'' 

''Their same old tactics will continue,'' said NEA official 
Terzano of the conservative critics. She accused them of 
employing ''political and fund-raising practices for their own 
expediency.' ' Meanwhile, she stressed, the NEA intends to 
"move ahead in our mandate to provide the best of the arts 
to more Americans ." Reported in: Washington Post, July 
30; Los Angeles Daily News, August 12; Washington Times, 
August 26, 28. D 

(school censorship . . . from page 171) 

• In Souderton, Pennsylvania, the school board voted 5-
4 to ban The Color Purple, a Pulitzer Prize-winning novel , 
from a tenth grade English honors course. 

• In Eagle Point, Oregon, a health text called Wellness: 
Stress Management, was banned from the high school library 
after complaints that it discussed yoga and meditation. 

• In Caledonia, Mississippi, parents requested the 
removal of Maya Angelou's ·book I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings because of its ' 'explicit sexual content. ' ' Reported 
in: Chicago Tribune, September 2; Harrisburg News , 
September 1. D 
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in review 
A Distant Heritage: The Growth of Free Speech in Early 
America. Larry D. Eldridge. New York University Press, 
1993. 200 p. $37.50. 

Far too many of us in the library and information world 
regard the notion of free speech as a modern development. 
We fancy it as little more than the product of the sixties or 
the gift of recently-enlightened jurists. Nothing could be fur
ther from the truth. Freedom of expression within our country 
has a long and prestigious pedigree. Those familiar with the 
legacy recall the major eighteenth-century contributions -
the celebrated John Peter Zenger trial, the stirring and in
flammatory rhetoric of Thomas Paine's Common Sense, and 
the telling words of the First Amendment - all expressions 
of a widely held if not wholly understood notion of free 
speech. 

What may surprise many familiar with this history of liber
ty of expression is the thesis of Larry Eldridge's persuasively
written and cogently-reasoned A Distant Heritage: The 
Growth of Free Speech in Early America. Eldridge, an assis
tant professor of history at Widener University, argues that 
long before the important developments of the eighteenth cen
tury, the seventeenth century witnessed a slow and persis
tent rise in the toleration of seditious speech. Early historians 
who generally have considered the period as one in which 
the liberty to criticize the government or its officials was 
negligible if not altogether non-existent, are mistaken. The 
evidence proves otherwise. In giving scant credit to the 
seventeenth-century development of free speech, such 
historians, the author maintains, have simply "stood in the 
shadow of a presupposition masquerading as a conclusion.'' 
(p.3) 

Eldridge draws this revisionist perspective from a massive 
analysis of empirical data. He systematically scrutinizes all 
of the more than 1200 colonial court cases dealing with ques
tions of seditious libel or rebellious speech - so daunting 
a task that no historian has ever attempted it. Even so, 
Eldridge laces his analysis with a rich and intriguing nar
rative. He catalogs the kinds of words, insults and barbs that 
landed colonialists in court before seventeenth-century 
justices. He describes the sometimes bizarre and gruesome 
punishments of the era - tongue boring, ear cropping, and 
arm breaking to name but a few. And he explains why often 
weak and fragile colonial governments considered the 
criticism of the state or of its representatives so dangerous. 

The author concludes that liberty of expression grew steadi
ly and unspectacularly in the seventeenth century. It was a 
development that few colonists recognized and fewer officials 
welcomed. No ideology nurtured its growth. No individual 
cultivated its increase. Rather a combination of circumstances 
- a mere consortia of happenstance - insured its rise. Bet
ter economic times, increasing political stability, and a grow
ing rationalism all combined to foster a toleration among col-
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onial officials, what Eldridge aptly defines as "the will
ingness to leave unmolested that which remained 
unapproved." (p. 137) 

In any such well-written and even-handed treatment of an 
era's handling of a legal question, there is a window - a 
way of seeing the past, its people, values and issues in a fresh 
and fascinating way. Litigation and punishment, such ex
aminations remind us, expose all the seamy and irrational, 
the noble and logical, in the midst of a society. Within the 
pages of A Distant Heritage, Eldridge throws open the 
sashes. The young historian gives us an intriguing look at 
history. He also imparts a renewed sense that free speech 
is both older and more fragile than far too many of us suspect. 
Recommended for anyone with a taste for the past and a con
cern for the presently-beleaguered tradition of liberty. -
Reviewed by Steve McKinzie, Librarian, Boyd Lee Spahr 
Library, Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA. 

A Companion to the United States Constitution and Its 
Amendments. John R. Vile. Praeger Publishers. 1993. 221 
pp. 

Vile's Companion to the United States Constitution was 
written as a "golden-mean" - a book on the Constitution 
designed to be neither too long, nor too short, too ponderous 
nor too breezy. (p. xiii) He presents the primary themes and 
organizations of the Constitution and the Amendments in 
historical context, while at the same time explaining how 
these themes and judicial interpretations are relevant to 
Americans of the 1990's. 

Companion to the United States Constitution interweaves 
the historical context and the historical chronology of events 
that led to the development of the Constitution. Vile explains 
succinctly the various provisions of the Articles of Confedera
tion and grounds their framing in the conflict between the 
American colonies and the English Parliament and King 
George III. Likewise, the history and problems associated 
with governance under the Articles of Confederation led to 
the development of the Constitution. 

Although the framers of the Constitution were very specific 
in the division of power, Vile assets that they also showed 
great foresight by what was not included in the document. 
No mention is made of Congressional committees, filibusters, 
or political parties. They realized that such matters could best 
be resolved through experience. 

Vile strongly emphasizes the idea that the Constitution is 
still relevant today. He writes that the idea of "rights" in
cluded in the Constitution implies a duty. For example, a 
right to trial by jury means that people must fulfill the duty 
to serve on a jury. He includes clauses of the Constitution 
that should be watched for judicial interpretations and legal 
developments in the coming years. 

(continued on page 190) 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 
Gainesville, Georgia 

Diane Bronson, Director of the Chestatee Regional Library 
System, said July 19 that Heather Has Two Mommies, by 
Leslea Newman, a controversial children's picture book 
about a lesbian couple raising a child, would remain on 
library shelves. Three northeast Georgia lawmakers had 
asked the library to remove the book (see Newsletter, 
September 1993 , p. 143). However, the book was moved 
from the children's section to the "Young Adult" section 
of the library. Reported in: Columbus [GA] Ledger-Enquirer, 
July 20. 

Marysville, Kansas 
A faculty book review committee recommended in July 

that six books by Ken Follett should be made available to 
high school juniors and seniors. While the committee recom
mended allowing the older students to check out the Follett 
books, it suggested freshmen and sophomores should be re
quired to get written parental consent to read them. 

The committee met after public concern arose over the 
books in the spring . In March, the school board voted to 
remove the Follett books from the high school library because 
of what some citizens described as sexually explicit scenes 
(see Newsletter, May 1992, p. 70). Later, however, the board 
decided to reconsider its vote and follow an established 
review procedure. A committee of five teachers was then 
appointed to review the books . The final decision will again 
be made by the board. 

The six books are The Pillars of the Earth; Triple; The 
Key to Rebecca; Night Over Water; Eye of the Needle; and 
lie Down With I.ions . Reported in: Topeka Capital-Journal, 
July 23. 
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College Park, Maryland 
A Prince George's County man has sought to have two 

titles pulled from the county ' s high school libraries because 
he believes they promote racism against white people. 
Michael Hethmon, of College Park, asked the Maryland 
Board of Education August 25 to prohibit local authorities 
from making available to students a pair of African history 
books acquired in 1991 . 

The books, The Origin of African Civilization and The 
Destruction of African Civilization , both by Chancellor 
Williams, a former Howard University professor who died 
last year at the age of 98, are considered classics of black 
studies. Controversial in some scholarly circles, they explore 
the accomplishments of ancient Africa. 

Hethmon, the father of a preschooler, encountered the 
books as a member of a school system committee that was 
charged with recommending materials by black authors for 
school libraries. Despite his protests , both Superintendent 
Edward M. Felegy and the county Board of Education upheld 
the books as appropriate reference materials for high school 
students. 

In the complaint he filed with the state, however, Hethmon 
characterized the two volumes as "racist pornography" writ
ten " to provoke emotions and actions of racial prejudice, 
bias , hatred and hostility toward citizens and students in 
Maryland." 

Among the examples he cited of the "seriously flawed and 
bigoted perspective'' in the books was a passage in The 
Destruction of African Civilization that relates how a com
mon culture existing throughout the African continent was 
destroyed by nonblacks. The author wrote that racial pro
blems would not be resolved until blacks realized that ''the 
white man is their bitter enemy.'' Reported in: Washington 
Post, August 26. 

Salisbury, Maryland 
Two controversial children's picture books about gay and 

lesbian lifestyles, Daddy's Roommate, by Michael Willhoite, 
and Heather Has Two Mommies, by Leslea Newman, have 
been challenged by residents who want them removed from 
the children's section at the Wicomico County Free Library. 

''I was appalled when I found out they were on the 
children's shelf," said Betsy Bishop. 'Tm pretty liberal
minded, but I have a hard time accepting that. Gay and les
bian parents need to have freedom of expression and the 
books shouldn't be banned, but they should be on reserve." 
Reported in: Salisbury Daily Times, August 12, 15 . 

Lawrence, New Jersey 
Out of sight, out of young minds. That's where Lawrence 

resident Keith Smith wanted Daddy's Roommate, the con
troversial children's picture book about gay parenting by 
Michael Willhoite. And he got what he wanted by complain
ing to the Mercer County Library Commission and writing 
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to County Executive Robert Prunetti. His complaints even
tually prompted the library commission to move the book, 
along with Heather Has Two Mommies, by Leslea Newman, 
out of the children's section and into the parenting section. 

Smith is treasurer of the Lawrence Republican Club, but 
Prunetti said politics was not involved . '' A lot of people are 
affiliated with Democrats or Republicans,'' he said . ''What 
difference does it make?" Either way, the move angered 
librarians and many parents. 

In March, a library system review committee had recom
mended that the books remain in the children's section (see 
Newsletter, July 1993, p. 126). That decision was reversed 
by the commission after Prunetti received the letter from 
Smith . Prunetti said he simply passed the missive on to the 
county counsel, who advised the commission to review 
Smith's complaint. 

Carolyn Gishlick, who serves as coordinator for the seven 
children's libraries in the Mercer County system and was 
a member of the review committee, called the move "a sil
ly solution. There's nothing in these pictures that's really 
shocking," she said. "Basically, the children's librarians feel 
that this is a form of censorship." 

"As far as we know, we have had no other complaints 
about the book," Gishlick added . " If you succumb to a lit
tle pressure on this, who knows what happens next. We buy 
books for the whole public, not one segment of it. Some peo
ple might be offended by these books, but there are people 
who have a need for them or want them." 

In his letter, Smith wrote that Daddy 's Roommate is an 
"attack on conservative family values and a moral assault 
on the impressionable minds of young children. '' He said 
he was in the library in March when his 4-year-old daughter 
handed him the book along with several others she wanted 
to check out. He said he was shocked to find the book in 
the children ' s section . Reported in: Trenton Times, 
August 23. 

Newburgh, New York 
A first-grade teacher has asked Newburgh school officials 

to ban an award-winning children's book about the persecu
tion of Jews in sixteenth century Prague . Phyllis Hoyt filed 
a formal request to remove The Golem: A Jewish Legend, 
by Beverly Brodsky McDermott, from Newburgh city school 
libraries. She said the book contains strong language and 
threatening artwork that children might not understand. 

The vividly illustrated book tells the story of a rabbi who 
makes a monster out of clay to protect Jews in his village 
from gentiles who want to kill them. Expressionistic pictures 
show the monster destroying the mob. The book won the 
American Library Association's 1977 Caldecott Medal. 

"The reason given for banning the book is the very reason 
for keeping it," said Eric Solowey of the Authors Guild, 
a national literary society that is urging ' the school district 
to keep the book. "The Golem is more suitable for children 
than a children's story where a wolf is eating a grand-
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mother," he said. " It's a starting point for a meaningful 
discussion about anti-Semitism and hatred." 

Schools Superintendent Phillip Leahy said he had no 
qualms about removing The Golem from the library . "It 's 
my right to pull it off the shelf," he said. "That doesn ' t mean 
we 're burning it or censoring it. Some things just aren't ap
propriate for children.'' School officials acknowledged, 
however, that in sixteen years there had been no reports of 
students being disturbed by the book. 

Hoyt noticed the book in June during an in-service course 
on children's literature. She objected, in particular, to a sec
tion of the book that repeats the "blood libel " - the myth 
that Jews used the blood of Christian children to make 
matzo on Passover. She also objected to a passage in which 
the mob screams, "Kill the Jews!" 

Rabbi Hershel Jaffe said the book should be read with 
supervision . "What if an eight-year-old kid read this book 
unguided and said, 'Guess what? I read that the Jews used 
the blood of Christian children to make matzos. ' I think that 
would be incendiary. " Jaffe noted that the book does not 
explain that the blood libel is, in fact, a myth used to fuel 
hatred. 

But Rabbi A. James Rudin, interreligious affairs director 
of the American Jewish Committee, said the book is ideal 
for teaching children about bigotry. " I understand the best 
intentions of the teacher, but with supervision, this really 
is part of education," Rudin said. " I urge great caution 
before removing books." Reported in: Middletown Times
Herald-Record, August 4. 

Bismarck, North Dakota 
Parent Cindy Hochstetler won part of her battle to get 

"shocking and pornographic" books out of Hughes Junior 
High School classrooms and libraries , and was continuing 
to fight the remainder. In April, Hochstetler filed complaints 
against library books Deliverance, by James Dickey , Vision 
Quest, by Terry Davis, and Sex Education, by Jenny Davis. 
She also lodged protests against seventh-grade classroom use 
of Dead Birds Singing, by Marc Talbert, and Jason and 
Marceline, by Jerry Spinelle (see Newsletter, September 
1993, p. 145). 

In late July librarians agreed to move Deliverance and Vi
sion Quest to high school libraries. On August 2, a review 
committee voted unanimously to keep Sex Education in the 
library and 8-1 to keep the Talbert and Spinelle books on 
the seventh grade reading list. 

''I'll let the Sex Education book go,'' Hochstetler said after 
the meeting. ''I just wanted a group of nine people to review 
it." But she appealed the other two books. On August 24, 
however , Superintendent Lowell Jensen ruled in favor of 
keeping the books . Hochstetler said she would appeal that 
decision to the Bismarck School Board . 

Hochstetler opposed the books because she considers some 
passages obscene, pornographic or inappropriate for junior 
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high students. Reported in: Bismarck Tribune , August l, 3, 
25 . 

Beloit, Wisconsin 
Film and recording star Madonna's controversial book Sex 

was restricted, along with other adult literature, by Beloit 
librarians after complaints that minors were perusing the 
book 's photographs of erotic poses and skimpy outfits. The 
library board decided in July that parents can prevent their 
children under 18 from checking out books other than those 
in the juvenile section . Minors , however , can still look at 
books in the adult section. Reported in: Milwaukee Sentinel, 
July 26. 

Hales Corners, Wisconsin 
The Hales Corners Library Board voted unanimously 

September I to form a committee to review a citizen's re
quest to remove a gay and lesbian newspaper from the 
library . Jeffery Baas, an elementary school teacher, asked 
that The Wisconsin Light be taken off the library's public 
brochure rack because it contains ''pictures and graphic ads 
that are beyond what should be displayed in a public library .'' 
Baas stressed that he did not oppose the editorial content of 
the periodical , but did object to its phone sex ads. 

" This is absolutely disgusting ," Wisconsin Light editor 
Terry Boughner said. " I think that any type of censorship 
is absolutely intolerable. The library is for the free exchange 
of ideas and images." 

Director of Library Services Patricia Laughlin said she had 
received positive comments about the newspaper, which has 
been in the library for several years . Two library staff 
members and three village residents were to serve on the 
committee. Reported in : Milwaukee Sentinel, September 2. 

Sussex, Wisconsin 
After publishing a letter to the editor of the local newspaper 

July 27 , a Lisbon couple began a battle to remove the con
troversial book Daddy's Roommate , by Michael Willhoite, 
from the Pauline Haass Public Library. Peter Meissner and 
his wife , Shannon, were at the library in Sussex when they 
stumbled across the book. He immediately wrote to the 
newspaper and began proceedings against the book. Jon Klett 
of Sussex also filed a complaint. 

"I don ' t think taxpayers want their money going for that 
type of thing," Klett said. "Whoever approved the book did 
not take into account the community views." 

Meissner also questioned whether Library Director Joy 
Botts, who is from Milwaukee, could adequately gauge com
munity sentiment. "I don't know why we can ' t get a good 
quality librarian from the area," he said. 

Botts , who was on vacation when the Meissner letter ap
peared, defended the book upon her return. "I think it's 
dangerous to say , 'Since this is a small town,' that 'people's 
values are going to be the same,'" she said . "You don't 
buy for the majority and you just don't buy for the minori-
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ty. The idea is that you try to select material that reflects 
the widest views in the community.'' 

"The fundamental principle that is governing our response 
to this is the freedom to have access to information,'' she 
added. "That is the heart of what a public library is about. 
Restriction undermines others ' rights." 

In late August, the library decided to keep the book, but 
to move it from the picture book section to the children ' s 
non-fiction section, which would effectively deprive the 
young pre-readers and early readers to whom the book is 
addressed access to it. Reported in: Sussex Sun , August 3, 
17; Milwaukee Sentinel , September 2. 

schools 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Matilda, by Roald Dahl, will remain on the shelves in 
school libraries, but the Grand Rapids Board of Education 
voted unanimously July 7 to stop allowing the book to be 
read in elementary classrooms. Ten parents first complained 
about the book during the June 15 board meeting, calling 
it offensive and "appalling in its disrespect for adult figures 
and children.'' 

The book is about the life of a bright young girl whose 
parents are abusive and neglectful, and whose headmistress 
is cruel in her punishment of students . 

Nancy Meekhof, a former elementary school teacher, told 
the board, "I don ' t agree it should be banned from the 
shelves , but I do believe it should not be read in a classroom 
of children." 

In February, the parent of a third grader asked West 
Oakview Principal Cynthia O'Connor to remove the book 
from the library and the classroom because of the abuse the 
character faces. O'Connor formed a committee and 
announced its recommendation at the June board meeting. 
The committee agreed that the book could be read to third 
and fourth graders with appropriate discussion. Reported in: 
Grand Rapids Press, July 9. 

Garrettsville, Ohio 
A tenth-grade health textbook some parents say condones 

homosexuality will be reviewed by a parent committee pro
posed by the James A. Garfield Board of Education August 
16. Garfield officials agreed to form the committee after 
several parents, a local minister and one board member pro
tested the Holt, Rinehart & Winston text, Holt Health. 

Rev . Peter King read a letter to the board urging them to 
reconsider their approval of the book. He said there was a 
growing exodus of students into parochial schools because 
of the teaching of values -symbolized by the textbook. 

The controversy centers on three paragraphs that say it 
is "not unusual for adolescents to have sexual feelings for 
those of the same sex and even act on those feelings but be 
heterosexual as adults." Citing recent research, the book also 
explains that homosexuality is determined at birth rather than 
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as a lifestyle that is chosen. 
Parents also expressed dismay over a sex survey, 

distributed in a tenth grade health class last spring, that ask
ed questions concerning anal sex, homosexuality, and mastur
bation. Board president James Kennedy said the survey was 
distributed by a teacher without the board's knowledge. 
Reported in: Warren Tribune Chronicle, August 17. 

student press 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

A Middle Tennessee State University dean who removed 
copies of the student newspaper from a student center display 
table July 8 had to submit a written apology for her actions, 
the MTSU president ruled July 23. The decision came after 
an investigation showed that Associate Dean Judy Smith did 
in fact remove 20-25 issues from a table. 

Smith, however, was cleared of charges by Sidelines editor 
Sam Gannon that she intended to censor the newspaper. The 
investigation by Vice President for Student Affairs Robert 
LaLance found "no evidence was presented sufficient to im
plicate Dean Smith in any way with directing removal of 
copies of July 7, 1993, issue of Sidelines." 

Gannon accused Smith of censorship when she removed 
issues featuring a front-page article about an MTSU student 
charged with bank robbery. The incident occurred during 
student orientation, and Smith said previously that she 
removed the papers because she didn't want incoming 
students to see the story. 

Another MTSU student, Todd Tabor, was also cleared of 
censorship charges. Both Tabor and Smith admitted to lif
ting the papers. Reported in: Nashville Banner, July 13, 15; 
Nashville Tennessean, July 15, 24; Sidelines, July 14. 

newspaper 
Houston, Texas 

The Houston Post pulled the August 1 installment of the 
"Outland" comic strip by Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist 
Berkeley Breathed, fearing it would offend readers. The Post 
substituted a previous "Outland" and made copies of the 
strip available to readers at its offices . The switch was also 
explained in the paper. 

'' As journalists, it is always uncomfortable to pull a com
ic strip," executive editor Ernie Williamson said. " But in 
this case, I felt we had no choice." 

The strip featured an exchange between the strip's star, 
the penguin Opus, and a woman who comes upon Opus and 
two other male animal characters sitting in their underwear. 
"How do you know if a woman has been working at a com
puter? There's White Out on the screen," Opus jokes . 

"You dumb hypocrites," the woman replies . "You mock 
the half of humanity that makes your graceless existence 
bearable. Men should pause for one moment and take another 
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long hard look at the very thing that brings meaning to their 
meaningless lives." The strip then shows the woman walk
ing away and the three male characters peeking into their 
underwear. Reported in: Minneapolis Star-Tribune, 
August 1. 

film 
Los Angeles, California 

An opening weekend ban on African-American director 
John Singleton's romantic drama Poetic Justice at Cineplex 
Odeon's Universal City multiplex theater triggered charges 
of racism and censorship from moviegoers, studio sources , 
civil rights leaders, and the Los Angeles City Council. 

Cineplex Odeon, which operates the eighteen theaters at 
Universal City - the country's largest-grossing theater com
plex - said the film was not screened because of fears that 
it might draw trouble to Universal Studio's adjacent City 
Walk, which features a string of trendy shops and restaurants. 

''Our film programmers in Los Angeles are ensuring that 
the theater is programmed with an upscale demographic to 
make sure that City Walk's environment is kept safe with 
a family atmosphere,'' the theater chain said in a prepared 
statement. 

''This is really apartheid disguised under the name 
'demographics,'" said one studio executive. "Just at the mo
ment when the rest of America is accepting black movies 
as never before, Universal City is going the other way. 
What's next? Separate drinking fountains?" 

Poetic Justice, a love story about a hair dresser and a postal 
carrier starring pop star Janet Jackson, has virtually no 
violence. It opened July 23 at 1,273 theaters nationwide, with 
no reported disturbances. The release of Singleton's previous 
film, Boys N the Hood, was marred by an opening-night 
shooting at the Universal City Cinema, although the film 
strongly opposed gang violence. 

On July 27, by an 11-0 vote, the Los Angeles City Coun
cil passed a motion condemning the decision . Council 
member Rita Walters' motion also suggested that the Los 
Angeles County district attorney investigate whether the 
theater chain's action violated state civil rights laws . 

The Council resolution read: " At a time when Los Angeles 
needs to build better relationships between racial and ethnic 
groups, the decision by one of the nation ' s largest cinema 
complexes to ban in its opening weekend a move about young 
African-Americans in South-Central Los Angeles shows an 
extreme lack of sensitivity and should be protested. 

''It is especially egregious that Cineplex Odeon executives 
have sought to justify their action by stating that the theater 
complex is 'programmed with an upscale demographic ,' 
words that on the surface sound too closely like the 'whites 
only' exclusionary policy that we have worked so long and 
diligently to eradicate," the resolution continued . 
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Although the Universal City decision drew the most fire , 
a Knoxville, Tennessee, theater also moved against the 
movie, following an incident on the film's third night . The 
East Towne Mall Cinema 7 dropped evening showings of 
the film . Reported in : Los Angeles Times , July 25 , 28 ; Los 
Angeles Daily News, July 28 ; St. Petersburg Times, July 29. 

broadcasting 
New York, New York 

In what is beginning to sound like a broken record, on 
August 13 the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
fined Infinity Broadcasting Corporation, the New York-based 
radio company that syndicates controversial radio personality 
Howard Stern, $500,000 . It was the fifth such fine the 
government has meted out for Stern's allegedly "indecent" 
programming and the second in two days . 

The fine was for broadcasts over Infinity-owned stations 
in Manassas (WJFK-FM) , Baltimore (WJFK-AM) and in 
New York and Philadelphia. The day before, the FCC fined 
radio station KFBI-FM of Pahrump, Nevada , $73 ,750 for 
broadcasting remarks by Stern "replete with references to 
sexual and excretory activities and organs. " The penalty was 
the second largest ever handed out for a violation of the so
called indecency rule . In December, 1992, Infinity was fined 
$600,000 for a separate series of Stern shows. 

Stern has generated more than $1.2 million in fines since 
I 988 . Almost all of it has been against stations owned by 
Infinity Broadcasting. Infinity has vowed in the past to fight 
the fines and has appealed to the First Amendment. Yet there 
is evidence that, faced not only with the fines but with a drop 
in the number of stations willing to carry Stern, Infinity itself 
is taking steps to restrain the "shock jock." 

In a Jetter dated July 23, Infinity told the FCC that it had 
undertaken " continuous review and modification" of Stem's 
program to comply with the rules. Since December 2, 1992, 
these measures have included placing the broadcasts under 
a multiple-delay mechanism, which permits the company to 
bleep out potentially offensive material. 

Infinity also said its management had reviewed the pro
gram's material with Stern and other on-air personalities, 
and is regularly supervising the show. In addition, the com
pany said it regularly consults its attorneys about the con
tent of the show. 

The FCC imposed the latest fine rather than carry out a 
threat to revoke the company's broadcast licenses because 
of the assurances it had received about controlling Stem, said 
FCC official Bob Ratcliffe. Another mitigating factor, he 
said , was that the agency had not received any "actionable" 
indecency complaints about Stern since January . Reported 
in: Washington Post , August 13 . 
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art 
Costa Mesa, California 

A miniature sculpture of a nude woman on a cross 
generated about twenty complaints from visitors to the 
Orange County Fair and prompted the fair's fine arts super
visor to consider pulling it from among two hundred local 
artworks on display . 

''The fair is marketed as a family environment, and we 
have to consider the family values of the fair , ' ' said Julie 
Mayer , the fair supervisor. The artwork, titled ''Christie, ' ' 
was included in the art displays when the fair opened. Mayer 
said that about twenty people, about three a day, lodged com
plaints that the work is sacrilegious. 

On July 14, Mayer decided that the number of complaints 
had reached a level where she had to inform the artist, 
Charles Young, Jr ., of Mission Viejo, that fair officials were 
considering removing it. 

'Tm glad it ' s creating conversation, but I hate to think 
it could be pulled from the fair because it's too controver
sial and people are complaining, " Young said. " What hap
pened to free speech?" Reported in: Los Angeles Times , 
July 15 ; Orange County Register, July 15, 16. 

Savannah, Georgia 
When in July , a poster being used to advertise a group 

exhibition at the Savannah ART Center was labeled offen
sive by some of the show 's sponsors , who then ordered an 
altered version, the artists participating cried censorship. 
According to the artists , the first poster was to represent the 
" body of work" of the artists in the exhibit, entitled "A 
Unique Body of Work." Hence, the poster featured various 
body parts - including a bare breast and some buttocks -
on a mask. But on the new poster, all the body parts were 
gone. All that was left was the thin outline of a mask. 

"It 's ridiculous," said Jamie McElhiney , a watercolor 
artist. "People seem to be afraid and this is nothing to be 
afraid of. Artists have been expressing themselves with the 
human figure for a long time. '' 

"It was felt that it was not a good idea to display the poster 
in public places where people don't have a choice to see it 
or not to see it,'' said ART Center Director Michael Graham. 
"Because the funds come from the city, it is prudent to ex
ercise some degree of discretion with regard to form and con
tent of promotional material." 

Although Graham said he would not have let the original 
poster run, it was the mask's artist, Tom Maher, who ac
tually altered his work for the approved version of the poster. 
Maher said he created the whited-out image under protest 
to show "we have in fact been censored." 

The artists involved in the group show wanted to come 
up with an unusual poster image that would best illustrate 
their exhibit. They decided on the mask and a photographic 
company was hired to take pictures of body parts. 

The protesting artists took their objections to the streets. 
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They gave shop owners and others displaying the poster the 
opportunity to take sides by literally rubber stamping the 
official print with a bright red " censored" mark . 

But Graham insists there was no censorship. " The art itself 
was not censored," he said. "What we are talking about is 
the poster. The poster is not their poster . It belongs to the 
city of Savannah for the purpose of supporting the event.'' 
Reported in: Savannah News Press, July 11. 

Westminster, Maryland 
The painting of a nude woman with a small framed land

scape draped around her hips was called •• Art Censors Art.'' 
On August 10, the pastel and acrylic painting was hung in 
the first-floor hallway at the Carroll County Office Building. 
The next day, it was gone. 

''That it got censored is kind of funny,' ' observed artist 
Thomas Sterner. "I thought my stuff was tame enough, but 
I do understand I live in a conservative place." Twenty-two 
pieces of his artwork were displayed around the county 
building for just twenty-four hours. 

" The choice was mine, " said Sterner, "either take down 
one piece or take down the show, and I took down the show. 
There are no hard feelings on my part. The intent of my art
work is to make people think and make them laugh , not to 
upset them. They [county officials] don't want me to con
sider it censorship." 

'' A lot of employees were kind of taken aback,'' said 
Maggy MacPherson, the county ' s communications manager. 
Why was the artwork taken down? " One of them was," 
MacPherson paused, "a nude." Reported in: Baltimore Sun , 
August 12. 

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 
It wasn't so much what was in the photograph . It was what 

was left to the imagination . That's what shoppers at Borders 
Book Shop in Bethel Park told general manager Beth 
Buchwach about a photo of a young man's torso in an ex
hibit of work by female photographers at the book store. 

"It's a beautiful photograph," Buchwach said. "It's a pic
ture of a beautiful young man down to just about where you 
might see something you object to. I guess the mind filled 
in what wasn't there." 

Although she said the photo was a worthy piece of work 
when it was displayed July l, Buchwach said she had it taken 
down July 20 because of numerous complaints. The rest of 
the pictures in the exhibit by Pittsburgh Filmmakers remained 
up. 

The nearly 3-by-5-foot photo, titled "Depths of Skin," 
was taken by Kelli Adams. ''This is all silly,'' said Adams. 
''This is not an obscene piece. This is simply a figure study, 
a male nude.'' 

The photo was up for nearly two weeks before the com
plaints started . A man who had brought his young daughters 
to the store said the picture was pornographic and was upset 
that his daughters had seen it. "I told him that I wasn't into 
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censorship," Buchwach said. "We represent all points of 
view. That's why we are here. We like to say that we 
offend everyone and that's how we know we are doing our 
job." But when the complaints multiplied, she decided to 
take the photo down. 

"I felt terrible. I have never yanked a book from the shelf 
no matter how offensive people found it to be. But this wasn 't 
a book, " Buchwach said . "I have to look after my customers 
and if something really bothers them, I have to do something 
about it.' ' Buchwach confirmed that artwork showing nude 
women had been displayed at the store without complaints . 
Reported in : Pittsburgh-Post-Gazette, July 28. 

foreign 
New Delhi, India 

A city judge refused to ban a popular new movie that 
offended some moviegoers because of its suggestive theme 
song, "What's Beneath the Blouse." The Hindi song is sung 
to a gyrating dance sequence by the buxom actress Madhuri 
Dixit, but the answer to the title question is an innocent , 
"There's a heart beneath my blouse." 

Declaring that the song is not indecent, New Delhi Judge 
S.M. Chopra rejected a request by a lawyer who was em
barrassed when his three-year-old daughter sang the lyrics 
in a shopping mall. The judge made the ruling August 19 
after seeing the movie The Villain. The lawyer had tried to 
ban the song from the music market even before the film 
debuted, but lost that plea also. Reported in: Billings Gazette, 
August 21 . 

Lagos, Nigeria 
Ever since he voided the June 12 presidential election , 

Nigerian strongman Gen. Ibrahim Babangida has been at war 
with the country's traditionally feisty news industry. The 
crackdown culminated July 22 with the closing of sixteen 
publications. Security guards arrested dozens of people, 
carted off equipment and files, and posted guards at doors . 
Hundreds of thousands of newspapers and magazines were 
confiscated. Newspaper vendors were also raided . 

On August 16, Babangida issued a decree ordering publica
tions to pay licensing fees of $16,000. He also ordered ten
year jail sentences for reporters found guilty of publishing 
"false reports ." Reported in : Newark Star-ledger, 
August 20. 

Bangkok, Thailand 
A Thai official refused to let pop star Madonna perform 

at Bangkok's National Stadium for fear she would strip in 
public. "If she strips off her clothes in front of the audience , 
could we tolerate that?" asked Education Minister Samphan 

(continued on page 193) 

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 



....--from the bench__, 

government secrecy 
Washington, D.C. 

In a decision that brought the accountability of federal 
agencies into the computer age, a three-judge panel of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
ruled August 13 that the government must save millions of 
electronic messages and memoranda under the standards used 
for paper communications. The panel rejected arguments by 
the Clinton administration that computer E-mail messages 
between officials did not have to be saved. The administra
tion contended that officials should be allowed to choose 
whatever computer files they thought should be preserved 
and print them on paper. 

''Texts alone may be of quite limited ability to researchers 
and investigators studying the formulation and dissemina
tion of significant policy initiatives at the highest reaches of 
our government," said the judges. 

The panel said it was aware of the importance of electronic 
documents because of ''the frequency with which they have 
been used in recent years ." The opinion noted that electronic 
communications had been used by the Tower Commission, 
_Congressional investigators and the independent counsel in 
the course of investigating the Iran-Contra affair. They were 
also used by the Justice Department in prosecuting deposed 
Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega . 

The unanimous ruling won praise from historians and jour
nalists, who said it recognized how much of the government's 
business is conducted on the computer. Paper files , while 
not obsolete, no longer provide a complete record of govern
ment action. 
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"It's an excellent decision," said noted historian Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. "It's of vital importance for historians that 
such materials be retained." 

The decision was written by Judges Abner Mikva and 
Patricia Wald, both of whom were appointed by President 
Jimmy Carter. Judge Karen L. Henderson, who was ap
pointed by President Ronald Reagan, concurred. 

The case began at the start of the Bush administration, 
when officials sought to erase from computer files all the 
records of communications among officials during the eight 
years of the Reagan presidency. The National Security 
Archive, a private research organization in Washington, 
learned of the plans and quickly filed suit. U.S. District Court 
Judge Charles W. Richey ordered the government to retain 
computer tapes that duplicated all the computer traffic in
volved. The archive was supported in its suit by the American 
Library Association, the Freedom to Read Foundation, the 
American Historical Association, and several individuals. 

When the Clinton administration came into office and took 
over the case, officials continued to argue the Bush ad
ministration's position of principle - that they had the right 
to dispose of computer files as they saw fit. But as a prac
tical matter, they narrowed the question to whether it was 
sufficient to print out and save some of what was contained 
in the computer files. 

The Clinton Justice Department said it has already put in
to place regulations that amounted to a middle ground in the 
dispute: a system by which officials were encouraged to make 
paper copies of much of what was on their computer screens. 

But the appellate panel dismissed even the Clinton ad
ministration's alternative. The decision said: "We reject the 
government's argument on this score. The government's 
position is basically flawed because the hard-copy printouts 
that the agencies preserve may omit fundamental pieces of 
information which are an integral part of the original elec
tronic records, such as the identity of the sender and/or 
recipient and the time of receipt." 

The appeals panel said its rejection of the administration's 
proposed alternative was "far more than judicial nit
picking. " The opinion noted that when a computer on the 
executive branch system is ordered to render a printout of 
an electronic file, it prints only what is on the screen and 
not other information in the computer memory, like to whom 
the document is sent or who sent it. 

Sheryl L. Walter, general counsel of the National Security 
Archive, called the opinion "a fundamental victory for the 
historical record." It was also a victory for journalists and 
others who request material under the Freedom of Informa
tion Act to view particular records, although it remains 
unclear how the government will accommodate requests for 
computer files from those unsatisfied with a printout. 
Reported in: New York Times, August 14; Spokane 
Spokesman-Review, August 14. 
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journalism 
Boca Raton, Florida 

A Florida state appeals court ruled August 4 that a Boca 
Raton tabloid can't be prosecuted for publishing the name 
of Patricia Bowman shortly after she accused William 
Kennedy Smith of rape in 1991. The court ruled that a 1911 
law making it a crime to publish or broadcast the names of 
rape victims violates the First Amendment. 

"It's a significant decision in that the court has overturned 
a law that has been on the books since the turn of the cen
tury,'' said Assistant Attorney General Richard Doran, who 
said his office would consider an appeal to the Florida 
Supreme Court. 

News executives said the decision would not change the 
industry's general practice of withholding rape victims ' 
names in all but the most unusual circumstances. "The reason 
we don't publish the names of rape victims has almost 
everything to do with our principles and ethics rather than 
the Florida criminal law, which we've long regarded as un
constitutional,'' said Paul Tash, executive director of the St. 
Petersburg Times. 

But victims' advocates were still worried by the decision . 
''One of the possible and probable results of this is that fewer 
victims will come forward for fear of having their identities 
exposed by the media , '' said attorney Judy Hoyer, a former 
prosecutor and rape victim. "As a society, we have always 
weighed the rights of the individual against the needs of the 
public. I think the individual lost today." 

The Fourth District Court of Appeals in West Palm Beach 
conceded that the concerns about victims' safety from retalia
tion and the need to encourage the reporting of sex offenses 
were legitimate, but did not justify censorship. 

"The statute as presently drafted is simply not narrowly 
tailored to serve the state's interest in protecting the victim's 
privacy," the court ruled. "Instead, it uses a shotgun when 
a highly accurate rifle is required." 

The ruling was based largely on a 1989 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision involving the Florida Star, a Jacksonville 
newspaper that was sued for libel after it inadvertently 
published a rape victim's name. The Supreme Court threw 
out a $100,000 judgment against the paper, but left the rape 
shield law intact. Reported in: St. Petersburg Times , 
August 6. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Journalists who promise to mask the identity of a source 

but fail to do so effectively can be sued for breach of con
tract, the U.S . Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit ruled 
August 9. The opinion is expected to open the door for more 
lawsuits against news organizations . 

In the case, a reporter for Glamour magazine promised 
to " mask the identity" of a female lawyer in Minneap()]i , 
whom she interviewed for a story about sexual abuse by 
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therapists. The reporter used a different name, but left in 
so many other details that the source's identity was effec
tively revealed . The decision found that Glamour and its 
reporter , Claudia Dreifus, can be sued for failure to honor 
a promise to someone who, having relied on it, was subse
quently damaged. 

Lawyers said the decision may create problems for jour
nalists because promises to mask or change identities are less 
cut and dried than promises to keep a source out of a story 
altogether. "What we have to be concerned about is where 
state law becomes a happy hunting ground for people who 
try to impose on a conversation with a reporter some kind 
of [condition] that just wasn't there," said one attorney. 

Glamour contended in its defense that the promise made 
by the reporter was too vague and indefinite to amount to 
an enforceable contract. The trial judge in the case agreed, 
ruling that reporters generally have no way of knowing what 
details might make their sources identifiable to others. But 
the three-member federal appeals panel unanimously rejected 
that argument, ruling that the promise "was sufficiently 
specific and distinct.'' 

The federal ruling applies to Minnesota state law, so it is 
only binding in that state. But the principles the court 
established will carry much further because state laws on im
plied contracts are fairly uniform from state to state. Reported 
in: Wall Street Journal, August 11. 

student press 
Harrison, New Jersey 

An appellate court panel on July 29 upheld a 1991 ruling 
that Clearview Regional Junior High School officials violated 
a former student's free speech rights by censoring two movie 
reviews he had written for the school paper. The student, 
Brien Desilets, sued after school officials refused to publish 
reviews of Mississippi Burning and Rain Man that he had 
written for the February, 1989, edition of the Pioneer Press, 
a school-funded student newspaper. 

School officials censored the articles because the two films 
were R-rated, which means that viewers under 17-years-old 
must be accompanied by an adult. Desilets was a 14-year
old eighth grader when he wrote the reviews .. 

Gloucester County Superior Court Judge Robert E. Francis 
ruled in May, 1991 , that Clearview officials had not violated 
Desilets ' s rights under the First Amendment. But Francis 
said the district had violated the student's rights under the 
New Jersey Constitution, which provides broader free speech 
protection. Clearview appealed that ruling to the New Jersey 
Appellate Division , which ruled in a 2-1 decision that Clear
view had violated Desilets 's federal free speech rights as well. 

"When censorship of a school-sponsored publication has 
no valid educational purpose, the First Amendment is directly 
: . ., ;, " : :,tcd and requires judicial intervention ," the judges 
said. "Substantial deference to educational decisions does 
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not require a wholesale abandonment of First Amendment 
principles simply because the medium for the student's ex
pression is funded by a school board." 

The two appellate judges who upheld Desilets, Judges John 
E. Keefe and Virginia Long, agreed that school officials 
could have run a disclaimer with the reviews. Judge William 
M. D' Annunzio dissented. 

In overturning the lower court opinion that Desilets's First 
Amendment rights under the U.S. Constitution had not been 
violated, the Appellate Division majority distinguished the 
case from the U.S. Supreme Court's 1989 Hazelwood deci
sion, which gave school officials greater discretion in con
trolling the content of school-sponsored publications. 

''The significant distinction between Hazelwood and this 
case is that the material in Hazelwood was censored because 
of its content and journalistic style,'' the decision read. ''In 
[this] matter, it is conceded that the censorship had nothing 
to do with the style of the review. Nor was the content of 
the reviews a basis for the censorship, only its subject 
matter." 

The Clearview Regional School Board has appealed the 
decision to the New Jersey Supreme Court. Reported in: 
Gloucester County Times, July 30; Camden Courier-Post, 
July 30, August 11. 

begging 
New York, New York 

Begging on the streets of New York City "implicates ex
pressive conduct or communicative activity" protected by 
the First Amendment, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit ruled July 29. The court struck down a New 
York statute that criminalized loitering in a public place "for 
the purpose of begging." 

The city argued that begging has no expressive element, 
and that the city's interest in combatting the intimidation, 
fraud, and urban decline in areas where panhandlers con
gregate outweighs their interest in conveying a message of 
indigence. It also said the loitering statute was a key tool 
in community policing. 

Although the Second Circuit upheld a ban on begging in 
the city's subway system in 1990, it distinguished that case 
as involving a "limited" forum that left open alternative 
channels of communication aboveground. The loitering 
statute, by contrast, applied to city sidewalks, traditional 
public forums in which content-based exclusions of speech 
must be narrowly drawn to achieve a compelling state 
interest. 

Begging "usually" involves some communication "of a 
particularized social or political message" regarding the 
speaker's personal needs, the court said. It found no signifi
cant difference for free speech purposes in the messages con
veyed by charitable organizations and by individuals. Since 
the state permits charitable organizations to solicit, its in-
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terest in banning individuals from doing so cannot be com
pelling, the court reasoned. Because the total ban is content
based and not narrowly tailored to combat the alleged evils, 
the ban failed to pass First Amendment muster. Reported 
in: U.S. Law Week, August 10. 

''Son of Sam'' law 
Anne Arundel, Maryland 

An Anne Arundel County judge rejected a bid by Maryland 
Attorney General J. Joseph Curran, Jr., August 10 to pre
vent former Anne Arundel teacher Ronald W. Price from 
profiting from the sale of his life story. Maryland's so-called 
Son of Sam law, which Curran invoked in an effort to seize 
Price's potential profits from a movie deal, "is unconstitu
tional and unenforceable," Circuit Court Judge Eugene M. 
Lerner wrote. 

"We find that the statute is unconstitutionally overinclusive 
on its face, and violates the provisions of the First Amend
ment," Lerner said. Curran's office immediately appealed 
the decision to the state Court of Special Appeals. 

Price was arrested in April and charged with three counts 
of child sexual abuse in connection with allegations that he 
had sexual relations with underage students at the high school 
where he taught. Since then, Price has said he had sexual 
relationships with seven students over twenty years and 
blamed his behavior on a mental illness. He said school 
officials knew about the illicit liaisons, but covered it up. 
The former teacher has signed an option giving a Hollywood 
producer the right to sell his story as a made-for-TV movie. 

The 1987 Maryland law at issue gives the attorney general 
the right to hold in escrow any proceeds from a movie or 
book contract in which a person charged or convicted of a 
crime is trying to profit from that crime. Under the law, if 
the person is convicted, the money is to be made available 
to the crime's victims. 

Maryland's law resembles a New York law enacted after 
a public outcry in the late 1970s over the lucrative book and 
movie deals made by serial killer David Berkowitz, known 
as the "Son of Sam." After the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down the New York law in 1991, the Maryland General 
Assembly amended Maryland's version. 

However, Judge Lerner said state lawmakers failed to cor
rect one of the flaws the Supreme Court identified in the New 
York law: it was too broad because it covered books, movies 
or other works containing thoughts or recollections about the 
crime, no matter how "tangentially or incidentally" related 
they are to the work as a whole. The language of the 
Maryland law "is identical to the language which caused the 
Supreme Court to strike down the New York statute," the 
judge declared. Reported in: Washington Post, August 11. 
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commercial speech 
Portland, Oregon 

Congress's attempt to restrict the use of prerecorded 
messages by commercial businesses was cut off May 22 by 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon. The court 
held that the 1991 Telephone Consumer Protection Act 
violates the First Amendment because it is not sufficiently 
tailored to promote the government's substantial interest in 
protecting residential privacy. 

The statute makes it unlawful to use "an artificial or 
prerecorded voice to deliver a message without the prior ex
press consent of the called party.'' It gives the Federal Com
munications Commission authority to exempt calls that are 
not made for a commercial purpose, and calls made for com
mercial purposes that will not adversely affect an individual's 
privacy rights and do not include an unsolicited 
advertisement. 

The court acknowledged that the government has a substan
tial interest in protecting residential privacy rights. But by 
distinguishing between commercial and non-commercial 
messages, the act is content-based and, therefore, can only 
be upheld if it is narrowly tailored. The court concluded the 
statute is improperly crafted to achieve its objective; there 
is no "reasonable fit" between the legislation and the burden 
it places upon freedom of speech. 

The court noted that the act creates two different distinc
tions: one between recorded and non-recorded commercial 
speech, and one between commercial speech and both non
recorded commercial speech and recorded commercial 
speech introduced by an operator. No justification for the 
distinctions exists, the court said. Any type of telemarketing 
call, whether it is made by a charity or a profit-making con
cern, will disturb residential tranquility. Reported in: U.S. 
Law Week, June 8. 

abortion 
Frankfort, Kentucky 

Excluding a right-to-life group from a booth at a civic 
festival on a public mall was a reasonable time, place, or 
manner restriction on speech that did not violate the First 
Amendment, the Kentucky Supreme Court decided July l. 
The court reasoned that the ban was content-neutral because 
pro-choice groups were also barred from occupying booths, 
and that alternative channels for communication were left 
open because both groups were permitted to walk around 
the mall and communicate freely with others. 

The festival was sponsored by a private, non-profit cor
poration established to promote municipal revitalization. The 
sponsor denied a permit to a right-to-life group to occupy 
a booth, explaining that the festival was for "fun and enter
tainment" and that the group was "controversial." 
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The state Supreme Court found that the sponsor was a state 
actor, because it had taken over a function of the city and 
controlled access to the public mall. But it found no First 
Amendment violation by analogizing to a case in which the 
Supreme Court permitted a state fair to restrict the right of 
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness to 
distribute literature and solicit funds only at a rented booth. 

''We consider the issue before us the opposite side of the 
same coin," the court said. It found that "restricting those 
who could maintain a booth to entities consistent with the 
festival's theme and subject matter" in an "evenhanded man
ner consistent with a legitimate purpose expressed in a 
specified policy" was content-neutral. This being the only 
restriction on either right-to-life or pro-choice groups' speech 
at the festival, the policy was held to be a reasonable man
ner restriction on speech. Reported in : U.S. Law Week, 
July 20. 

Greenville, South Carolina 
A Greenville Family Court judge dismissed charges July 

19 against 42 juveniles who were arrested for violating the 
city's picketing ordinance on sidewalks surrounding a local 
women's clinic. Judge John Kittredge said the ordinance 
"violates the free speech guarantees of the First Amend
ment." The ruling followed a similar decision by a municipal 
judge to declare the ordinance unconstitutional and throw 
out charges against the adults in the case. 

Greenville police made more than 900 arrests of anti
abortion picketers in January, February, and March outside 
the Palmetto State Medical Center. 

The ruling found the primary problem with the ordinance 
to be a provision limiting the number of picketers at any one 
time to ten per city block. The ordinance has since been 
altered by the Greenville City Council to remove the 
provision. 

Kittredge called the provision "arbitrary and impermissi
ble. Current constitutional interpretation requires such 
restrictions to take into account particularized facts, such as 
the varying lengths of city blocks, length and width of 
sidewalks, varying traffic patterns at various times, etc." 
Reported in: Greenville News, July 21. 

English-only 
San Francisco, California 

Employer rules requiring English to be spoken in the 
workplace do not necessarily create a hostile environment 
that requires business justification, the U.S. Court of Ap
peals for the Ninth Circuit ruled July 16. The court suggested 
that each case will turn on its facts and rejected Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission guidelines treating 
English-only rules as presumptively unlawful. 

(continued on page 193) 
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1s it legal? 

libraries 
Elk Grove, Illinois 

Elk Grove Village Public Library board members agreed 
August 3 that the decision to remove or retain challenged 
materials should rest on their shoulders. With one dissent , 
the board established a new policy mandating review of all 
reconsideration committee decisions by the librarian and the 
library board. Under the former policy, neither could become 
involved unless a patron appealed a reconsideration commit
tee decision. 

The policy was reviewed after an ad hoc reconsideration 
committee voted to remove a book of photographs by the 
late Robert Mapplethorpe after a patron complained of its 
sexual and violent imagery. Librarian Mark West and the 
board both opposed the removal, but were powerless to act . 

Board members stressed that the new policy was aimed 
at preventing, not encouraging , censorship . "My personal 
position is that there isn't any material in the library I will 
ask to have removed, no matter how much I object to it," 
commented board President Bart K. Dill. Reported in: 
Daily Herald , July 22, August 4; Elk Grove Journal, 
August 5 . 

Medina, Ohio 
The Medina County Library board voted July 19 to change 

its open access policy and give parents the right to restrict 
what kinds of materials their children may check out of the 
library. After August I, forms were available to parents, giv
ing them the option of restricting children 17 and younger 
from taking out videotapes, audio materials, or print 
materials. 
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Earlier in the month, a local pastor presented a petition 
with over three hundred signatures, asking county commis
sioners "to establish policies protecting minor children from 
borrowing violent pornographic materials from the county 
libraries." The issue was sparked when an eight-year-old 
girl checked out an R-rated video (see Newsletter, September 
1993, p. 145). Reported in: Akron Beacon Journal, 
July 20. 

Fairfax, Virginia 
Few Fairfax County residents cared last year that the coun

ty had a Library Board, but that changed after the board sanc
tioned the distribution of a gay newspaper and refused to back 
down when protesters demanded its removal (see Newslet
ter, May 1993, p. 81; July 1993, p. 101). Now, the board 
is attracting so much attention that members have adopted 
a new policy to accommodate the dozens of residents wishing 
to speak at meetings . But the policy has been criticized as 
too restrictive, and the state ACLU chapter says it might be 
unconstitutional. 

On July 21, the board adopted a policy allowing five 
speakers just three minutes each to voice concerns over 
library issues at the start of each meeting. Speakers may 
address the board only once a year unless the meeting is a 
public hearing . 

"No one's ever come to our meetings. No one's ever paid 
attention, '' said Phylis A. Salak, chair of the Library Board. 
"I think we ' re a recreational sport now." 

The new policy for the first time gave members of the 
public a forum to bring up issues not on the board's agenda. 
But some critics said the once-a-year limit is too restrictive. 
Kent Willis, director of the Virginia chapter of the ACLU, 
said agencies often impose time limits to prevent one or two 
speakers from dominating a public forum . But the board ' s 
decision to prohibit them from speaking more than once a 
year was unusual . 

" That once-per-year limit is the most highly restrictive 
standard that I've heard," he said. "It's a very hard call as 
to whether once a year violates the constitutional rights of 
citizens. If someone contacts us who has actJally been 
aggrieved by this, we can devote the resources to really look 
into it thoroughly .' ' 

But Salak defended the restriction. "We followed a for
mat put in place by the Board of Supervisors," she said. 
Reported in : Washington Times, July 25 . 

Marysville, Washington 
The Marysville City Council adjourned into closed ex

ecutive session after a four-and-a-half hour meeting July 12 
to discuss "options" for banning or regulating what goes 
on the shelves of the Marysville Public Library . The 
Marysville Globe publicly objected to the closing of the 
meeting, but City Attorney Grant Weed said the council had 
a privileged right to go into executive session to discuss legal 
matters . 
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The subject of banning or finding some other way of 
monitoring library materials first arose at the July 6 council 
meeting when council member Dave McGee asked Weed 
about what action the city could take to ban the book Rap: 
The Lyrics from Marysville's library after the Sno-Isle 
Regional Library Board refused to label or remove the book. 
The book was brought into the public spotlight after an eight 
year-old Marysville boy checked it out and showed it to his 
father (see Newsletter, July 1993, p. 103). Reported in: 
Marysville Globe, July 14. 

schools 
Vista, California 

After a ten-month battle with teachers, the three-member 
"Christian right" majority on the Vista school board on 
August 13 formally opened the door to the teaching of crea
tionism in the city's schools. It did so in defiance of Califor
nia state educational guidelines and the vehement opposition 
of its teachers association, and over the complaints of many 
parents and students at an emotional public meeting. 

By a 3-2 vote, the board ordered that "discussions of divine 
creation, ultimate purposes, or ultimate causes shall be in
cluded at appropriate times in the history-social sciences 
and/or English-language arts curricula." 

The new policy mandates "exploration and dialogue" of 
"scientific evidence that challenges any theory in science" 
and states that "no student shall be compelled to believe or 
accept any theory presented in the curriculum.'' 

Board President Deidre Holliday, an evangelical Chris
tian member of the national Citizens for Excellence in Educa
tion said she rejects evolution as "flawed science." She said 
the new policy came at the urging of her constituency. "Peo
ple kept asking, 'Why can't we have creationism? Why is 
evolution being taught as fact?' Those questions kept com
ing up, so we decided to do something. We now have crea
tionism on an equal footing with evolution.'' 

The policy, which took effect immediately, threatens to 
further divide and embroil in controversy this San Diego 
County town of76,000 that elected the board's conservative 
majority in November, 1992. 

"Make no mistake; teaching creationism is illegal. We are 
going to be sued," said trustee Linda Rhoades, who, with 
board member Sandee Carter, forms the two member 
minority that has opposed the fundamentalist majority. 

Indeed, in the wake of the vote, American Civil Liberties 
Union representatives said they would sue immediately 
should any Vista teacher begin teaching Biblical creationism 
in the classroom. Teachers association representatives said 
they would defy the order to teach creationism, and some 
citizens said they might start a drive to recall the three board 
members. 

"The law they're in danger of breaking is the constitu
tional protection against promoting a single religion,'' said 
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Susi Lange of the State Department of Education in 
Sacramento, who also expressed concern that the board had 
tried to mandate the teaching of creation through the 
"backdoor" method of bringing it up in history and 
humanities classes, but not in science classes. Lange said the 
courts "would be the ultimate enforcement" but that if state 
education officials turn up evidence of Vista schools "pro
moting Christianity, we would notify them of our intention 
to stop it." Reported in: Washington Post, August 15; 
Orange County Register, August 14; Chicago Tribune, 
August 25. 

Oskaloosa, Kansas 
The Oskaloosa school board has decided to rethink a con

troversial new policy adopted in May that would have re
quired its teachers to examine all materials for profanity, list 
each profanity and the number of times it was used, and for
ward the list to parents (see Newsletter, July 1993, p. 105). 
The board agreed August 9 to delay implementation of the 
policy until a task force could be appointed to consider a 
compromise. 

"Most of the board members feel there's a lot of room 
for compromise and they have to get all the details for a new 
policy that is satisfactory for everyone,'' Superintendent Jim 
White said. 

The policy was criticized by people on both sides of the 
issue. Concern surfaced in particular about the additional 
workload for teachers and the lack of definition of what could 
be considered profane. In July, White developed an amended 
policy, which was discussed extensively before the board 
voted to empower a task force to study the issue. Reported 
in: Lawrence Daily Journal-World, August 10. 

Frederick, Maryland 
The Frederick County Board of Education on August 16 

approved a revised policy that separates procedures for public 
inspection of new school textbooks from other materials, such 
as teachers guides. The policy change, approved unanimous
ly , did not reduce public access to the process, which proved 
to be controversial last year when some parents opposed the 
use of eleven reading books for elementary schools. 

Superintendent Kevin Castner said the policy clarified what 
had been the practice for a decade, according to which new 
textbooks were open to public review, but not the teachers 
guides and other materials used by teachers that frequently 
accompany them. Reported in: Frederick Post, August 17. 

student press 
West Branch, Iowa 

A proposed rule that would prevent the high school 
newspaper in West Branch from publishing material "con-
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trary to community standards" has some residents up in 
arms. The proposal , which surfaced after a family planning 
advertisement ran in the West Branch Bear last spring, could 
be used by school officials to censor the newspaper' s con
tent, said Tom Walsh, father of a student journalist. 

' 'The whole notion of a principal or an adviser or a school 
board deciding what is acceptable is absurd," Walsh said. 
"It goes against everything newspapers stand for." 

But Superintendent Jim Behls said the board does not in
tend to use the rule to censor, but to provide criteria by which 
the appropriateness of advertisements can be determined. 
"We don't want the ads to become a forum for controver
sial ideas," he said. "This amendment would have no ef
fect on the ad that ran last spring." 

That ad, for a family planning clinic in Iowa City, was 
originally held by school officials who thought it might be 
inappropriate for the community . It eventually ran one month 
later, after students and parents complained . 

At stake is the student journalists ' control over the con
tent of the paper. According to the U.S. Supreme Court's 
1988 Hazelwood decision, school newspapers do not enjoy 
the same First Amendment protections as commercial 
newspapers . Iowa law, however , has restored some of the 
rights stripped from the student press by Hazelwood. 

"We' ve tried to reverse what's happening nationally in 
Iowa," said state Sen . Richard Varn (D-Solon), who wrote 
the state's Student Freedom of Expression Law. "We made 
students liable for their actions, so they would have freedom 
to do what they wanted . I think the school board would lose 
if they went to court. We have a history of tolerance in Iowa 
and of encouraging student activity." Reported in: Des 
Moines Register, August 27. 

arts funding 
Marietta, Georgia 

Facing a proposal to limit arts financing to groups that sup
port "community, family-oriented values," the Cobb County 
Commission voted August 24 to cut off all money for the 
arts next year. The vote came two weeks after the commis
sion approved legislation that condemned the " gay lifestyle." 
The Commissioners approved the original legislation after 
two residents complained about a local production of Ter
rence McNally's play Lips Together, Teeth Apart, which has 
no gay characters but is set in a gay resort. 

The dispute over homosexuality and community values 
deeply divided the suburban county of 450,000 people north 
and west of Atlanta. The clear loser in the controversy was 
a group of arts organizations, ranging from children's 
theaters to the local symphony, which found themselves sud
denly scrambling to make up for the funds they had expected 
to receive from the county . 

This year, Cobb County will spend $123,000 of a $142 
million budget on nine arts groups. Contributions ranged 
from $3 ,620 for a children 's theater to $40,959 for a critically 
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praised theater group, the Theater in the Square, which in
advertently set the furor in motion because of a handful of 
complaints about the McNally play . Before the vote to cut 
off all funding, the county had budgeted $110,000 for next 
year. 

Gordon Wysong, the commissioner who was most vocal 
in support of the measure, said the county had set an exam
ple for the nation. "It was about redefining government's 
role," he said. "Government on a local level was told by 
both sides, 'You can't make these kinds of decisions for the 
arts,' and we agreed . So we got out." 

But angry critics said the move was simply an attempt to 
deflect moral issues while gutting support for any activities 
that might be controversial. " Their vote last night to kill 
county support for the arts had nothing to do with taxes," 
said John Greaves, head of the Cobb Citizens Coalition, 
which opposed the anti-gay resolution and the proposal to 
limit financing of the arts. "It was an act of desperation by 
leaders who are unwilling to deal with the difficult issues 
of free speech and intolerance in this community." 

Although Wysong and other commissioners claimed sup
port in the predominantly white, affluent, and conservative 
county for both the anti-gay declaration and the denial of arts 
funding , a newspaper survey found that only 33 percent of 
residents backed the anti-homosexual resolution. Reported 
in: Atlanta Journal & Constitution, August 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 28, 29; New York Times, August 26; Washington 
Post, August 15; Washington Times, August 15, 30. 

copyright 
Columbus, Ohio 

Playboy Enterprises sued a Columbus mail order business 
August 4, accusing it of electronically copying photographs 
from Playboy magazine onto CD-ROM disks and selling the 
disks without acquiring copyrights . PC Info Systems and its 
owner, Jeffrey Edwards, were charged by the company with 
using a scanning device to copy hundreds of photographs 
of nude and semi-nude women from Playboy. The company 
then reproduced the photos on CD-ROM disks sold under 
the name PC-Pix . 

The lawsuit brings copyright law to the cutting edge of 
computer technology , said Rex Elliott , a Columbus attorney 
representing Playboy. " Playboy has had copyright problems 
before, ' ' he said, ''but this could be the first copyright infr
ingement lawsuit involving this type of technology .' ' 

The suit also charges that the disks damage the magazine 's 
reputation because the pirated pictures are included on disks 
with "hard-core, X-rated images ." Reported in: Columbus 
Dispatch , August 6. 
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bumper sticker 
New Port Richey, Florida 

Susan Marie Hoffman no longer has to worry about go
ing to jail over her choice of bumper sticker. Pasco County 
prosecutors decided in early August not to file formal charges 
against the New Port Richey woman, who drew national 
attention after being charged July 12 with having an obscene 
bumper sticker on her car. The sticker showed a drawing 
of a hand with the middle finger extended, and the phrase, 
"Censor This." 

Hoffman was driving to the store for milk when she was 
stopped by a sheriff's deputy for failing to stop completely 
at a stop sign. She was ticketed for that, not wearing her 
seat belt, not having her current address on her driver's 
license - and the bumper sticker. Hoffman still faces the 
traffic-related charges. 

"I was shocked," said Hoffman at the time. "I thought 
the sticker was wonderful in its simplicity. It's a way to say 
I'm dissatisfied with censoring the arts . It stimulated discus
sion. I was proud of it . '' 

Since state lawmakers amended Florida's obscenity laws 
in 1988 to include bumper stickers, several motorists have 
vowed to challenge it. But most cases have ended like 
Hoffman's, with charges dismissed. Tampa lawyer Rochelle 
Reback, who took on Hoffman ' s defense at the request of 
the ACLU, said part of the problem is the law '' gives police 
traffic officers too much discretion to make a spot decision 
as to whether or not something is obscene." Reported in : 
St. Petersburg Times, August 3, 9, 10; Miami Herald, August 
4, 11. D 

Dallas kills film board 
On August 11, the Dallas, Texas, City Council killed off 

the last of a long-endangered species - the local movie 
review board. The Dallas Motion Picture Classification 
Board had long been an anachronism, a throwback to the 
days when many big cities and some states took it upon 
themselves to monitor the movies. Most of these groups faded 
away after the Motion Picture Association of America in
stituted its own voluntary rating system in 1968. 

Fred Aurbach, the dentist who served as the board's chair 
for the last six years , bemoaned its passing . "They have 
signaled to the world," he said of the city council, "that 
Dallas no longer cares and is a partner with Hollywood in 
the war on America." 

It took the council two hours of vituperative debate to do 
away with the 26-member board, and Mayor Steve Bartlett, 
who ultimately voted to eliminate it, announced, "This has 
been the most difficult decision I've had to make since I've 
been on the council." 

Board members were unpaid private citizens who met 
every Wednesday to see movies and bestow ratings of either 
Suitable or Not Suitable. For decades, children under 16 
could not attend any movie labeled "Not Suitable" without 
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their parents. Last year, the law was changed to make the 
label advisory rather than mandatory . However, theater 
owners could be fined up to $500 for showing movies not 
screened by the board. The ratings were published, at city 
expense, every week in an ad in the Dallas Morning News . 

Under the Dallas system, films were also labeled with S 
for sex, V for violence, L for language, D for drugs, N for 
nudity and P for perversion . Earlier this year, members of 
the board proposed that the range of categories be expanded 
to include I for indeceni behavior and DS for' 'deviant sex, '' 
which was intended to alert parents to images of 
homosexuality . 

The move against the board reflected fiscal realities, as 
opponents charged that the system cost the city $60,000 a 
year, a figure disputed by Aurbach. But also motivating board 
opponents were a series of embarrassing negative ratings of 
movies widely accepted in the country as a whole. 

The board had lost several court cases over the years . Each · 
time "either a jury found that the board ' s rulings were not 
consistent with community standards or the board backed 
down and litigation was dismissed or settled,'' said lawyer 
Eric English, a prominent board opponent. 

In June, a Dallas theater opened Kenneth Branagh' s PG-13 
rated Shakespearean comedy Much Ado About Nothing and 
three foreign films, none of which had been screened for 
the board. Theater officials thought no screening was need
ed, because they voluntarily put a not-suitable rating on the 
films. But city officials said the board must be notified before 
any new film is shown in Dallas and fined the theater $500. 

To many, the image of Dallas as a city that would fine 
a theater for showing Shakespeare was the straw that broke 
the review board's back. The theater organized a campaign 
to eliminate the board that flooded the council with more than 
7 ,000 postcards. Even the normally quite conservative Morn
ing News editorialized that "the Board has outlived its 
usefulness and should be disbanded.'' Reported in: USA 
Today , August IO; Washington Post, August 13. D 

(in review . . . from page 176) 

He also presents examples of how the United States 
government violates its own Constitution. Article I, Section 
9 clearly states that a "regular Statement and Account of 
the Receipts and Expenditures of all public money shall be 
published from time to time. " But the federal government 
does not publish the budgets of the CIA and other intelligence 
organizations. 

Vile succeeds in his objective of presenting the document 
that initiated "a new era in human governance" in a 
remarkably clear, concise manner. He includes an index, 
copy of the Constitution, and a copy of the Amendments at 
the end of the book. Companion to the United States Con
stitution should be considered for purchase by all libraries . 
- Reviewed by Rhonda Hiebert. South Central Kansas 
Library System. Hutchinson, Kansas. D 
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success stories 

libraries 
Carroll, Iowa 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher will once again be on 
the bookshelves at the Fairview Elementary and Carroll Mid
dle School libraries. On August 4, Carroll Community 
School District Superintendent Dale Proctor, faced with an 
''avalanche'' of appeals, overturned a Reconsideration of In
structional Materials Committee decision that the book be 
removed from the libraries because it "was not forthright 
with the message it intended to present. '' 

David and Cindy Peterson had filed a request for recon
sideration of the book on June 30. They, ·and two supporters, 
charged that ''the book has occultic and satanic messages 
in it." The novel was pulled from the shelves and , on July 
18, the committee voted 5-3 to remove it . Some fifty-two 
appeals of that recommendation were filed by district teachers 
and residents , however, compelling Proctor to make a final 
decision . 

In a letter to the reconsideration committee, Carroll Police 
Sgt. Phil Squibb supported the Petersons' complaint. "This 
book deals with the powers of magic and satanic objects and 
has references to mind control techniques , ' ' he wrote . Squibb 
also charged that the book makes references to days of the 
year related to witchcraft and has "several items that are used 
in satanic worship. ' ' Although several opponents of the book 
submitted testimony to the reconsideration committee, only 
one teacher supported the book . 

Teachers and librarians, however, were vocal in appeal
ing the initial ruling. ''Censorship of this nature can be a 
dangerous precedent and one that threatens our educational 
freedoms and pursuits," one appeal declared . "Our library 
books and textbooks are selected for our students' use in a 
very careful and professional manner. We realize that 
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errors happen and that is the purpose of the reconsideration 
committee. We feel that the committee responded to the 
evidence provided . However, not all viewpoints on the issue 
were fully represented." 

"A broader issue in this matter is that our fundamental 
right of freedom of speech and expression is jeopardized 
when the ideas and interpretations of a few attempt to con
trol the educational agenda of the whole," the appeal con
tinued. "We see the possibility of a domino effect happen
ing within the broad spectrum of courses taught in our school 
system." 

Jeremy Thatcher has won children's literature awards in 
fourteen states, including the 1993 Iowa Children's Choice 
Award . Informed of the controversy, author Bruce Coville 
said, "These people are maniacs. It's about love, growing 
up and responsibility; there is nothing satanic in Jeremy 
Thatcher. If we are going to let people like this control what 
we read , we might as well throw the [library] key out the 
window.'' 

Superintendent Proctor gave five reasons for overturning 
the committee. First, he maintained that Jeremy Thatcher, 
Dragon Hatcher has literary value. Second, while the book 
is a fantasy involving symbolism and ritual, most children 
can distinguish between "fantasy and real life ." Third, 
Proctor acknowledged the district 's responsibility to provide 
a spectrum of information and opinion . 

"Books are purchased for their strengths, but some may 
have weaknesses," he said. "Some books will be objec
tionable to some students and some parents. When objec
tionable literature is encountered , the student's parent(s) 
has/have the right to refuse to allow their child(ren) to read 
said material. Because we are a democracy and believe in 
individual rights, we allow students to opt out of reading 
material they find to be against their beliefs and values. By 
the same standard, we don't allow one student's or parent's 
beliefs and values to infringe on another's ." 

Proctor also argued that if the book was withheld it would 
simply go underground, which would "give parents less 
opportunity to help guide their children's reading." Final
ly, he said, "one can only speculate" about whether the 
author was forthright with his message. Reported in : Car
roll Today, August 7; Carroll Times-Herald, July 26, 29, 
30; Des Moines Register, July 28. 

Lapeer, Michigan 
The Lapeer School District Board of Trustees voted 6-1 

August 19 to keep Annie on My Mind, by Nancy Gardner, 
which is about a lesbian love affair , in the Lapeer West High 
School library. "The board is in no way promoting homosex
uality," said President David Mayhew. "It's promoting 
awareness . It was never the intent of the board to make an 
easy decision - or a hard decision. But it's always been the 
intent of this board to make the right decision." 

Linda Lewis , a Lapeer parent who led the campaign to 
ban the book, accused the board of not addressing the infor-
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mation she gave them on Michigan's sodomy laws. "Sodomy 
laws are enforceable. Many people are concerned about this. 
You know that is true from what is happening in our com
munity.'' She submitted petitions signed by 538 people who 
wanted the book removed. 

"I think this is a slap in the face to the people who put 
their signatures on these papers," Lewis said. '·sooner or 
later, the board will have to deal with this whole issue of 
homosexuality. I think it's very strange the board would think 
that is an appropriate book to be in the library. I understand 
when you don't want to deal with issues. You're taking the 
easy way out. It seems to me common sense would tell you 
not to have this book in the I ibrary." Reported in: County 
Press, August 22. 

Bend, Oregon 
Five books challenged for promoting homosexuality will 

remain on the shelves of the Bend High School library. The 
books included The Arizana Kid, by Ronald Koertge; Annie 
on My Mind, by Nancy Gardner; The David Kopay Story, 
by David Kopay; and The Concise Dictionary of Slang and 
Unconventional English. The Bend-La Pie School Board 
voted July 27 to accept a recommendation by its Instructional 
Materials Committee that the books remain available. 

Dorothy Oak, director of the Deschutes County branch of 
the Oregon Citizens Alliance, who had asked the board to 
remove the four books, called the decision "deplorable." 
Previously, Oak had lost a challenge to fifteen books about 
homosexuality at the Deschutes County Library (see Newslet
ter, September 1993, p. 158). "This is a very dangerous 
trend," she commented. "Censorship in the right arena is 
fine. I know I'm not alone." 

But Oak was alone at the board meeting as several parents 
objected to her comments and praised the board for keeping 
the books available. "These are my children," said Beth 
O'Callaghan. "I will teach them what's right and wrong -
not someone else.'' 

''If we start down this road, how and when and where do 
we stop," asked Homer Hepworth. 

Oak based her challenges on titles she had found while 
searching under the subheadings "homosexuality," ·'gay," 
and "lesbian" in the library's computer catalog. She had 
not read any of the books in its entirety before submitting 
the challenge. 

Three weeks earlier, Oak had been rebuffed by the 
Deschutes County Library Board, which on July 6 voted 
unanimously to uphold Library Director Ralph Delamarter's 
earlier decision to keep the titles challenged by Oak. Reported 
in: Bend Bulletin, July 7, 28. 

Cleveland, Tennessee 
Fifteen books on sex and the occult will remain in the 

Cleveland Public Library, despite complaints from a con
servative ChristiaH women's group that they are pomogiaphic 
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(see Newsletter, September 1993, p. 146). The Bradley 
County Commission voted 11-2 August 12 to "support the 
library board and for the County Commission to stay out of 
[the library board's] business." The vote affirmed a 
unanimous decision of the Cleveland Library Board July 27 
to return fifteen of eighteen challenged volumes to library 
shelves. 

Two of the books found offensive by the Concerned 
Women of America (CW A), 771e Fuels of Love, by Alex 
Comfort, and Sex and Birth Control: A Guide for the Young, 
were taken off the shelves owing to their age. Another book 
was transferred to the adult section at the initiative of 
librarians. 

CWA member Kathy Hollifield asked the commissioners 
to fire heaJ librarian Chuck Sherrill, replace the library board 
with a community panel, and remove the books. But the com
mission agreed with the library board that the books were 
useful sex education resources and that their purpose as 
elected officials was not to act as moral censors. 

"We furnish information for all points of view," library 
board chair Evelyn Clowers told the commission. "We can
not allow the public library to be torn apart by special-interest 
groups of any kind. Our job is not to censor books, but to 
make them available to all people to choose from. When the 
library begins to exclude books because of their point of 
view, the library is no longer doing its job." 

"I strongly resent the inference of Mrs. Hollifield and her 
supporters that the library staff and board are somehow pro
moting the contents of the books which she has tried to cen
sor," added Sherrill "We do not promote anything iit the 
library except reading." Reported in: Cleveland Daily Ban
ner, August 12, 13; Chattanooga Times, August 13; 
Chattanooga News-Free Press, July 28, August 13, 22. 

schools 
Anaheim, California 

High School district trustees July 8 refused a request by 
a group of residents to ban the novels The Great Santini, 
by Pat Conroy, and Ordinary People, by Judith Guest, from 
classrooms. Calling the books ''obscene and pornographic," 
the self-described ''bunch of old ladies and one old man pro
testing dirty books'· had asked the Anaheim Union High 
School District to reconsider use of the novels. "If parents 
knew what these books are about, they would be in an 
uproar,'' said parent Treva Brown, a leader of the group. 

The board majority said the books had already been ap
proved by a 21-member review committee of parents and 
educators, a nine-member challenge committee, and the 
school board. "As required, we've completed our review 

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 



of each book and it's my opinion we've done our job,'· said 
Board President R.A. McGee. 

District officials said Ordinary People is used in English 
classes throughout the district. But The Great Santini is 
used in only one classroom at Magnolia High School, where 
it is on an optional list. 

The only board member to speak against the books was 
Lou Lopez, who said he disapproved of the authors' use of 
profanity. "We have to set a community standard as a school 
district," he said. 

Student board member Christopher Baiocchi, an honors 
student, said he was insulted by complainants who claimed 
high school students weren't mature enough to deal with sex 
or violence . "We sear, we hate, we hurt , teens have sex," 
he said. "Teenagers today have more problems than my 
parents' generation ever did." Reported in: Los Angeles 
Times, July 8, 9; Anaheim Bulletin, July 15; Orange 
County Register, July 9. 

Quincy, California 
The Lassen Union High School District Board of Trustees 

determined July 13 that board policy was not violated when 
a romance novel, called obscene by parents of a Lassen High 
student, was made available in an honors English class. 
Michael and Joyce Ferguson charged that A Knight in Shin
ing Armor, by Jude Deveraux, contained sexually explicit 
passages. The book was checked out to their daughter from 
a recreational reading library provided by English instruc
tor Sandra Bosworth. 

After the Fergusons complained, a committee reviewed 
the novel. Although the committee recommended that 
Bosworth find a replacement for the book, it had difficulty 
finding a solution to the complaint compatible with existing 
policy. As a result, the board agreed to form another com
mittee to develop selection and review policy . The Fergusons 
then appealed to the board to remove the book under cur
rent policy. The board declined. Reported in : Feather River 
Bulletin, July 21. 

art 
Oglesby, Illinois 

A post office mural showing Indians with bared buttocks 
was returned to public view in August after more than 1,000 
people signed petitions saying they wanted it back. Blinds 
were placed in front of the half-century-old painting, ''Illini 
and Potawatomies Struggle at Starved Rock," in June after 
custodian John Swartz complained (see Newsletter, 
September 1993, p . 167) . 

Les Matanic, manager of postal operations in central 
Illinois, said officials decided to return the painting to public 
view after evaluating the community's response. But Swartz 
said he "will take it to the federal district court if that's what 
it takes. " Reported in: Washington Times, August 23. 0 
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(censorship dateline ... from page 182) 

Thongsamak. ''That would be against the ethics and culture 
and totally unacceptable." 

Bangkok is notorious as the "sex capital of the East," and 
its red light districts are crammed with bars whose shows 
would make a Madonna act look quite tame. But the govern
ment maintains strict censorship on movies, books and other 
forms of "legal" entertainment that might have an adverse 
effect on Thai youths and culture. Madonna's concert had 
been planned for late 1993, although no film date had been 
set. Reported in : Ashland Independent, August I. 0 

(from the bench . . . from page 186) 

The decision came in a suit filed by bilingual Hispanic 
employees of a San Francisco meat processing company. The 
plant employs 33 workers, all but nine of whom speak 
Spanish. They argued that the employer's English-only rule 
had a disparate impact on Spanish-speaking employees in that 
it denied them the ability to express their cultural heritage 
on the job; denied them a privilege of employment that is 
enjoyed by English-speakers; and created an atmosphere of 
inferiority, isolation and intimidation. 

The court said Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act "does 
not protect the ability of workers to express their cultural 
heritage at the workplace." Nor does it protect the conve
nience of bilingual employees or preclude employers from 
narrowly defining the "privilege" to converse at work. 
Reported in: U.S. Law Week, August 3. 0 

PBS 'bias' missing 
Charges that the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) has 

a liberal bias were refuted in an independent study released 
August 23 by Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting. "The 
results very strongly and clearly show no systematic liberal 
or conservative bias ,'' said study co-author William Hoynes 
of Vassar College. "What we found, if indeed groups are 
excluded , they 're groups traditionally excluded from con
sensus politics." 

A one-week analysis of PBS evening programming in ten 
cities showed 59% of programming was devoted to enter
tainment, and only 8 % to public affairs documentaries that 
have ruffled the most feathers. On current public affairs pro
grams, government officials (23 % ) and corporate represen
tatives (19 % ) were more likely to be sources than citizen 
activists (6%). Republican sources outnumbered Democratic 
ones, 53% to43%. Reported in: USA Today, August 23. 0 
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(school censorship . . . from page 174) 

What I am ultimately offering, is that the difference 
between our species and all others is not some clever turn 
of nature, no peculiar arrangement of chromosomes, not even 
an intellectual potential as some of the current butcheries in
dicate, but rather the free will propagation of ideas. And what 
challenges us as a people are those who would stop those 
ideas, and our reluctance to speak up to protect that flow 
of ideas. There are devils out there who would shut the 
children away, who would freeze them in some limited and 
static state of being. And there are angels who would turn 
the children loose, allowing them the full glory of the race. 
What I believe is that if humanity ultimately fails to fulfill 
its great promise, that failure will not be caused either by 
the bang or the whimper, but by the silence of the angels . 

So I thank you again for this opportunity to speak to you, 
and I thank you again for having this conference, and for 
insisting that the angels have a voice. D 

remarks by Virginia Hamilton 
I've been thinking about what I was going to say today 

and I remembered something my husband and my father said: 
I'm out here looking for America. I have felt that way for 
a very long time: I've been out here looking for America. 
When I was a child, my father often said to me, "When you 
grow up, I want you to be prepared to look for America.'' 
I realized that Sojourner Truth, once she was a free woman 
of color, felt very tall within, as if she were looking for her 
rights. I think in a way, we were saying the same thing, when 
we said I'm looking for America. 

I'm deeply committed in my writings to childhood and to 
creating narratives that relate in a special way to my own 
childhood and forward to children today. I don't write about 
my younger self specifically, but I do write about awareness 
and my joy in the life I had, which was rich in country Ohio 
experiences. The creative process of my imagination and 
memory is woven into the fabric of my fictions. By this 
fabrication, I hope to retain the essence of my past for readers 
now, and perhaps for future generations . Already a second 
generation of young readers may have a choice of reading 
my books - let's hope they have that choice! I'm happy to 
say that all of those books, all 30 of them, are in print in 
hardcover, paperback and foreign language editions. 

My own childhood was insular, rural and passionately 
American populist egalitarian . This last learned from my 
father. It was also family clannish and culturally , warmly 
African-American. The white world existed strictly in school. 
All of my aunts and uncles owned farms so that as a child, 
I might roam all day and never leave family property. Lots 
of cousins were my companions and antagonists; my brothers 
and sisters were my protection and my critics . I wanted to 
portray the uniqueness of that life and of my ethnic group 
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who are a parallel culture society in America. I write in order 
to mark the history and traditions and progress of African
Americans, a parallel culture people; to bring young readers 
strong stories and memorable characters who live as best they 
know how. 

Furthermore, they create new ways of thinking and living 
when old traditional ways lead to dead ends. Parallel culture , 
rather than minority culture, for me best describes the cultural 
diversity and equality of American ethnic communities in 
relation to the pervading anglo-protestant society. It's my 
hope that the imaginative use of language and ideas can il
luminate a human condition and bring about mutual 
understanding. I want my books to create a world in which 
the characters relate directly to concerns of real children and 
to their universal emotions. At the same time , I hope the 
readers will evaluate, through their own insights, the worth 
and integrity of the created world. 

Mine is the age-old tradition of using story as a means of 
keeping heritage alive and also to make safe the very 
language, the colloquial speech , in which the heritage is made 
symbolic through story. Many of my books address the di f
ficulties young women on the cusp of maturing have: know
ing themse!ves, finding themselves and being themselves . 
I present choices for living to young female readers through 
my protagonist, choices for actions that may serve to em
power them. Young females have difficulty finding out how 
to be. Powerful forces are ready to repress their decision
making processes. It is well and good to Jet Johnny read , 
but Jet Janey read and think on her own thoughts; let Jamal 
read as well and Tame 'Ila and Lequisha. I try to reveal 
through story, fiction and non-fiction, young women's voices 
- particularly those voices that have difficulty expressing 
themselves in words - the fictional Sheema Hadley's, or 
Tree Pratt's, and now in a new novel called Plain City, 
Buhlaire Marie Sims; if you can teach young women the 
words to be used, they might better work through the emo
tions that cause them frustration and anger. They're look
ing for new ways to self-expression . Words are usually far 
down the list in their search , but words are always true , and 
young people, particularly young women, need them more 
than they know . 

I've seen a lot of changes in kids' attitudes to books over 
the last 25 years . African-American children seem to have 
a much stronger empowering sense of themselves . A genera
tion ago, when I began publishing, there were only a few 
picture books showing black children in fun situations. There 
were hardly any novels like my first, Zeely, showing young 
women defining themselves on their own terms. Now every 
season, we see more and more books by and about blacks; 
Big Mamas; Amazing Grace , Mirandy and Lil' Sis and many 
books by and about other parallel culture peoples . I'd say 
that of the numbers of books depicting African-American 
children in every kind of genre and situation imaginable, 30 
of my own titles, there have been a profound effect on the 
way these readers see themselves . The numbers are grow-
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ing, but they do not begin to approach a parity of the percen
tage of the population or a variety of the many black 
experiences. 

It's natural now for young people, however, to find 
familiar P?rt~aits or then:ise_lves in books. Thus, reading 
becomes significant to the1r lives. The letters I receive from 
ch!ldren reveal the changes as well. Two decades ago, white 
children wrote to me or asked me the question, "Miss 
H~milton, ~hy do you always write about black people?", 
with frustration , exasperation and irritation , meaning. "Why 
don't you write about us instead of them?" I always answer 
that I, someone they seem to admire, was one of them . Now 
the turn is different. They say, "Miss Hamilton, I love 
Cousins, I felt just like Patty Ann,' ' or "I loved Zeely" or 
whatever. All children, including African-American children, 
seem to feel a closeness to characters without chinking first 
of color and so forth. 

An African-American father from Chicago recently told 
me that his daughter couldn't put Cousins down . She read 
all the way on the ride to church on Sunday and sitting in 
the pew , she still kept reading . He admonished her to put 
the book away for the course of the service. He then told 
me "My daughter paused long enough in her reading to give 
me this look . She'd never given me a look like that before. 
I figured it was a look telling me, 'Dad, back off.'," " Well," 
he said, "Since we were in the house of the Lord He in 
his -w:isdom and I in mine, we understood my daughter and 
certainly we knew we needed to respect her wishes." So the 
daughter read on while in church and a wise father had the 
awareness to assist his daughter in making a small move 
toward being her own person. 

Still , there are times when I feel discouraged about 
America. I'm still looking for it ," as I said. It becomes a sad 
place often for thousands of young kids that I run in to. 
Young people who might most enjoy or need my books, are 
often the ones who are unable to read well enough to get 
Lhrou~h them. They languish, these children, in poverty , and 
sometimes they're hungry . Their families have no money 
for books, they're ill-clothed and they seem depressed to me . 
There were homeless children, when I wrote The Planet of 
Junior Brown two decades ago; they're still there. There are 
ever-growing numbers of homeless children in this country. 
There a~e chi_ldre_n among us who don't seem to have peace 
enough m the1r mmds or safety enough to value reading. Yet, 
I'm told over and over again by some parents, of a son or 
daughter who read one of my books all the way through, 
that this was the first time the child had ever finished a book. 
I think adult providers are realizing that these books, more 
and more, are making reading important to their kids. 

I have this sad memory of something else. As the 70's· 
ended, there was a publishing executive who said to me. "Oh 
Virginia, you're too good, you're just too good," as the 
reason she would not put my books in mass market paper
back. It has been slow going, but as wc sec, there arc more 
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and more titles by ethnic-Americans in mass market paper
backs. I realize that the work I do has a certain degree of 
difficulty, but I think we tend to underestimate our young 
people. They aren't getting smarter in relation to children 
in literate countries around the world, and by feeding them 
easy reads all of the time, we play them cheap and limit their 
capacity to develop complexity of thought and maturity of 
reading comprehension. As recently as a year ago, I had 
another professional with power over student readers to tell 
me, "! wish you would ask your publishers not to put il
lustrations of black children on your book jackets. I can't 
get my kids to read your books when they see black 
children." I was astonished at her audacity, how dare she! 
It reveals so much about the professional, and the direction 
and encouragement she failed to provide her charges. 

Anotht:r type of censorship is even more subtle and there 
is no adequate way to counteract it. I've had professionals 
tell me that they don't have my books in their schools and 
libraries because they have no black children in their districts 
and schools, so they don't need such books . That surely is 
a minority way of non-thinking! But one of _the major 
proble_ms of this country are the hundreds of ways we have 
of JUSt1fymg or separating ourselves from one another which 
comes from our fear, of coun,e, of one another. One way 
to break free from that type of bondage is providing books 
by and about other groups. It hdps and it certainly can't hurt. 
Most systems have parallel culture books available and much 
ado about them, at least during black history month , which 
just passed. 

I still get a little, excuse the expression, "pissed off every 
February that , after 400 years of blacks helping to build this 
country, it is necessary to have a certain month when 
acknowledging Black contributions is most acceptable. Then 
comes March and we can all go back to being exclusive if 
we want to . The irony is that March marks the celebration 
of National Women's Month . This February, watching the 
long lines that waited 2 1/2 hours for me to autograph my 
books - I was on a book tour and this was at a Borders Book 
Store somewhere in America between a suburb and a city 
- I had the impression that this was the first time many of 
those in line , black and white and colors in between, may 
have talked to one another in a very long time. They were 
talking and tr~ding thoughts and ideas and actually enjoying 
themselves with one another. I found it all very odd. The 
thoughts occurring to me were that, after the signing, many 
would go back to their white or black schools and maybe 
somewhat integrated communities. But less and less do we 
find integration in America and we go on with separate lives 
as before; would those books I had signed have any effect 
on those lives, I wonder? Late at night in their rooms , with 
the children reading Many Thousand Gone and M. C. 
Higgins and Walter Dean Myers's books too, being moved 
by the words, would the stories affect who they are and who 
they will become? We certainly hope so, at least I do. Books, 
when I was young, c..:rlainly had a profound effect upon me. 
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I seem always to end talks like this on a certain note. I'm 
still looking for America, and in many ways I've found it 
through you, through libraries , through the professionals , 
knowing that it is you who take the books out to the children 
most of the time. And it is through you that we avoid cen
soring those ethnic communities that have so much to con
tribute to the whole society . In a sense, I've found what I 
was looking for and what I hope is that all these children 
can find what I know they 've been looking for. They 've been 
looking to see images of themselves . It's very obvious what 
happens when a Hispanic child or an African-American child 
looks in a book and sees someone like themselves . There 
is this feeling of recognition and importance, that they are 
important to the story. So it is , and you have a Jot to do with 
that, I know. 

Thus, I end a talk with hope. I hope you understand that 
I'm aware how you offer books all the time and how impor
tant you are. Many of you publishers, librarians and teachers 
have been in the vanguard, promoting these books over many 
years. I always come back to this thought: that we tell part 
of the same story. I can only tell part of it, you tell the other 
part and in that we have this common ground with all children 
and with literature. We bring it all together; tht:rt: is this 
agreement between us. All of us have to learn together in 
community, in the common bond, that is: reading and 
children and learning. So we'll have to keep looking for 
America and keep finding it. It's something that goes around 
and around in a circle. I can't say that I've been terribly cen
sored. Only in a subtle way that communities have by simp
ly not buying certain kinds of books, because they feel that 
they have no need for them . It is probably more common 
than you think. You can think about it and look at your own 
libraries and communities and see if it's happening. I think 
we should try to think about the kind of burden that we place 
on our communities which need all kinds of books. Thank 
you. D 

remarks by Jonathan Stack 
Good afternoon. It's an honor to have the opportunity to 

show this film at the American Library Association's An
nual Conference. I would like to thank Judith Krug and Cyndi 
Robinson of the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, and 
the AAP for sponsoring the event. It is a great honor to be 
here because it has been a long journey to get permission 
to show this film in the United States. In many ways, as a 
film maker who has been involved with social issues in 
documentary film making, I envision the final goal, the final 
home for this film, to be libraries and schools. I feel con
vinced that educational institutions are the true homes for 
documentaries, even more than television or movie theaters, 
because these kinds of films are educational tools. They're 
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meant to be used as part of an effort to raise people 's 
awareness, to start discussions, dialogues and debates . Such 
dialogues are what make our country such a special place . 

It's been a long journey to be able to show this film (and 
it's been made longer) be1.:ause we've confronted the sad 
reality that there are people in this country who feel they 
should try to stymie the kinds of debates that this film is 
about. Reverend Wildmon is a man you have probably heard 
about. He 's part of an organization called The American 
Family Association, based in Mississippi. When we started 
to make this film , which addresses issues of art censorship , 
one of the first places we stopped was Mississippi to get his 
agreement to participate in the movie. It was important: the 
film was being supported by Channel 4 in England, and they 
wanted us to make a film solely focused on the Mapplethorpe 
trial (which was taking place at that time). We realized , as 
we looked into censorship debates that were raging across 
the country, the issue was much larger than the Mapplethorpe 
controversy. Indeed, there was a cultural war which later 
was clearly articulated by Patrick Buchanan during the last 
Republican convention. Wildmon agreed to be in the film , 
along with many other people whom you '11 see. 

We set out to make a film in which each person's perspec
tive was fairly and accurately portrayed. As documentary 
film makers, a crucial objective is to give people the space 
to express their ideas. We wanted people to hear what 
Reverend Wildmon, Andres Serrano, and Dennis Barry had 
to say. We went from place to place; to Cincinnati for the 
Mapplethorpe show; to Miami, where the 2 Live Crew trial 
was taking place; to New York and Chicago, the headquarters 
for Playboy. We started to see that we live in a country where 
there is a profound and divisive debate. On one hand, you 
have those who are saying. "Anything goes, there should 
no limits placed on expression." On the other hand, you have 
Reverend Wildmon and his many supporters who are say
ing, ''Enough already, there have got to be limits.'' We tried 
to examine and analyze that debate. 

When the film was shown in England, there was an over
whelmingly positive response. When we brought the film 
to the United States, we sent copies of the tape to all the peo
ple who were in the film, as a matter of courtesy. Soon 
thereafter, we got a letter from Reverend Wildmon stating 
that if we were to show the film in the United States, he would 
sue us. While he maintained that he had no qualms with the 
way he had been portrayed, he felt that he did not want to 
be interwoven with images which he found to be patently 
offensive and obscene. We, on the other hand, felt we needed 
to have these images in the film, that it was important for 
the American people to see with their own eyes the source 
of all this debate. We showed the film at the Margaret Mead 
Film Festival in September, 1991, and the next month, 
Wildmon initiated the lawsuit. What followed was a ten
month legal battle and counter-suit that found us in a federal 
court in Aberdeen, Mississippi, the following summer. 
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Wildmon's case was simple. He said he had signed a 

release which gave him veto power over distribution of the 
film. We said the release did no such thing. His defense was, 
in essence, how could he, a man who spent 17 years fighting 
against thes; images, agree willingly to participate in a film 
that had the images in them? 

We were able to prove, through the course of the trial, 
that Wildmon's argument was tenuous and legally insupport
able. Furthermore, we were able to show that Wildmon 
himself had understood the importance of showing people 
these images. He had taken these very same images that were 
in our film and had himself distributed them widely through 
the United States. He sent them to senators, church leaders 
and community heads. We exposed that he had started his 
career traveling around the south with pornographic material. 
He would show films in schools, churches, and to community 
groups so people could see for themselves the evils of 
obscenity (what it was and could understand how horren
dous they were, from his perspective). He had also sent out 
a press release on a film called Tongues Untied, about 
African-American homosexuality, encouraging the American 
people to see this documentary in order to understand just 
how badly their tax dollars were being spent. In short, we 
were able to show that we were right and he was wrong. 
We won the case, and we won the appeal. Then we found 
ourselves at the second level of the battle, which is what I 
would call the chilling effect: censorship in the marketplace. 

Once you have produced a controversial work and it 
becomes tainted, people want to steer clear of it. We initial
ly weren't able to find a distributor. We went to PBS, but 
they didn't want to show the film; we went to a cable station 
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and they didn't want to show it because they said they didn't 
want to have 50,000 letters on their sponsors' desks the mor
ning after. There we were, having shown the film in 16 or 
20 countries around the world, and we couldn't find a place 
in the United States that was willing to broadcast it. So we 
went from city to city, and showed the film in theaters in 
about 75 cities in this country. We gathered a growing sup
port for the film and finally feel like we're getting to where 
PBS is close to showing it. To do that, we've also produced 
a 50 minute round table debate that, from their perspective, 
spells out the issues a little more plainly. We were able to 
extend the ideas and that makes an interesting, useful pro
gram for people to examine First Amendment issues. 

We are now nearing the end of this journey. We're here, 
showing the film, and our hope is to get the film into libraries 
and communities across America. 

We found ourselves, unfortunately, around $400,000 in 
debt for having defended ourselves. In other words, 
Wildmon's tactics really work in many ways. I was looking 
back on some of the literature from the court case, and I 
noticed that Reverend Wildmon claimed he was most 
offended by the fact that we were going to make money from 
this material, which we haven't. He had sent out fundrais
ing letters and interestingly, Reverend Wildmon said in a 
letter he sent to his 700,000 members that "We are under 
attack more than ever. Jonathan Stack and Paul Yule have 
joined together with 17 organizations to try to overthrow the 
values that we hold so dearly, along with the support com
mittees from radical left-wing organizations." I've looked 
through the list, and guess who one of the radial organizations 
was? The American Library Association! Congratulations! 

I hope you enjoy the film. D 
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