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The much-ballyhooed October 21 publication of Sex, a mylar-wrapped, spiral-bound
book of photographs of the exhibitionist pop star Madonna in revealing and erotic poses,
presented a unique challenge for librarians across the country. Although 835,000 copies
of the book hit bookstores, its lofty $49.95 price tag and fragile binding discouraged many
libraries from acquiring it. More than a few also found its racy contents a bit too much
to take. And in quite a few cities there was controversy — and censorship.

In several cities, political leaders exerted pressure on libraries not to acquire or to restrict
circulation of the book. In Mesa, Arizona, the mayor ordered the library not to shelve
the book. In Austin, Texas, authorities told the library that to make the book available
to minors in any way was illegal.

Advance reviews of the book were nonexistent, since no prepublication copies were
released. Librarians thus were compelled to decide whether or not to purchase the book
on the basis of the publicity surrounding it and/or patron requests. In many places, such
. requests were legion — as with many highly publicized best sellers — but in the case of
_ Se x In the Sex, more often than not requests for the book were accompanied by an equal volume

of requests not to acquire — or to remove or restrict — it.

= The dilemma facing many librarians was this: if they refused to buy the book, it would
Ilbrary appear to be censorship, since there was surely patron demand; if they bought a lot of
copies for circulation, however, these might be stolen or damaged. Many libraries chose

to buy just one or two copies to keep on reserve, but this often sparked as much opposi-

tion and criticism as if the library had purchased dozens of copies to satisfy demand.

The following is an account of some of the most publicized confrontations over
Madonna’s book.

The controversy was especially heated in Houston and Austin, Texas. In Houston, a
group called Citizens Against Pornography (CAP) began to mobilize when it became known
that the library had ordered four copies of the controversial book for its main branch, using
an anonymous donation. Two copies of the book were to be shelved in the Fine Arts sec-
tion and available for circulation. The other two copies were to be shelved in the
reference section for library use only.

Citing a 1978 City Council resolution on community standards, CAP President Geneva

(Continued on page 31)
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talk of renaissance at NEA

During the Bush administration, the quarterly meetings of
the National Council on the Arts were often bedeviled by
protests. Activists hurled accusations at the chair of the
National Endowment for the Arts; tension enveloped the
room as members of the presidentially appointed council
viewed art to see if it was moral enough for public funding.
But at its November meeting, shortly after the election of
Democrat Bill Clinton to the White House, the atmosphere
was different — more resigned and contemplative. At the
same time, the mood among NEA staffers and arts supporters
was optimistic, if not outright jubilant.

““I leave here proud to have served, proud to have been
part of the endowment and with no regrets,’’ said acting NEA
chair Anne-Imelda Radice. Since taking over after John E.
Frohnmayer was fired by President Bush last February,
Radice had been lauded by conservatives and denounced by
arts leaders for succumbing to White House pressure and
rejecting controversial grants. ‘I think I was unjustly criti-
cized,”’ Radice told the council.

But if Radice was unapologetic, NEA staffers spoke of the
change in administrations with glee. ‘‘The mood is upbeat.
People are feeling expectant and hopeful,’” one assistant pro-
gram director said. NEA insiders distributed — but did not

wear — buttons bearing the slogan ‘‘Arrivederci Radice,”’
as some council members also paraded their enthusiasm. ‘It
is all for the better. Things couldn’t have been worse,”’ said
Harvey Lichtenstein, executive producer of the Brooklyn
Academy of Music.

Clinton did not take a public stand on the arts during the
campaign, although the Democratic Party platform did state
the ticket’s opposition to censorship in awarding NEA grants.
Arkansas is ranked 49 of 50 states in arts funding, but CIiff
Baker, artistic director of the Arkansas Repertory Theater,
described Clinton as an avid arts enthusiast. ‘‘I really believe
we’re going to experience a positive, supportive demeanor
coming out of the White House when it comes to the En-
dowment,’’ he said.

““The issue of censorship is dead,”” concluded council
member Robert Garfias. ‘‘All it needed was someone in the
White House to say the arts are not served by censorship.”’
But Peter Zeisler, director of the New York-based Theater
Communications Group, said attempts by evangelical Chris-
tian groups to restrict federal arts funding were not necessari-
ly over. ‘“The radical right is not going to go away. They’ve
used the arts issue to raise money, and now that Clinton has
been elected, they’ll stir up the fear that ‘the crazies are
here.””’ Reported in: Boston Globe, November 7. [J

NEA chief tops list of art censors
for '92

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) announced
in September its list of Art Censors of the Year for 1992.
Topping the list was Anne-Imelda Radice, Chair of the
National Endowment for the Arts, who will leave her posi-
tion with the change of administrations.

““All of the people and groups that we’ve named and many
others like them are trying to impose their ideological, moral
and religious standards on a very diverse population,’’ said
Marjorie Heins, director of the ACLU’s Arts Censorship
Project. -

The following have shown ‘‘exceptional disregard for the
First Amendment values of freedom of speech and artistic
expression,’’ according to the ACLU:

* Anne-Imelda Radice: The NEA chair testified before
“‘Congress that she would veto any grants for sexually ex-
plicit art or other projects with ‘‘difficult subject matter.”’
She kept her word by vetoing grants to two galleries plan-
ning exhibitions of nationally recognized artists who use nude
images.

* Duval County: The public school district has censored
more than sixty books over the years. This year, it purged
from its school libraries books by Stephen King and Nikki
Giovanni and even the classic fairy tale ‘‘Snow White’’ for
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their ‘‘graphic violence.”’

® Omabha City Council member Steve Exon and members
of Omabha for Decency: Exon and this private organization
spearheaded a sting operation resulting in the prosecution
of four record stores for selling 2 Live Crew albums to
teenagers.

® Maryland state Legislature’s Frederick County Delega-
tion: It reversed its plan to seek $500,000 in state funding
for local arts centers after the museum displayed a satiric,
anti-gulf war painting.

¢ Washington state Legislature and Gov. Booth Gardner:
They joined to pass a law imposing mandatory labeling with
criminal penalties for musical recordings deemed *‘erotic’’
by a state court. The law was ruled unconstitutional October
29 by a state Superior Court judge (see page 19).

e Oliver North and Jack Thompson: North, of Iran-Contra
fame, and Thompson, the Florida attorney who tried unsuc-
cessfully to prosecute 2 Live Crew for obscenity, led a cam-
paign of harassment against musicians and record companies
over Ice-T’s song “‘Cop Killer,”” and other music with
messages they dislike.

¢ Catherine MacKinnon and Andrea Dworkin: These two
antipornography feminists drafted and advocated legislation
that would allow lawsuits to ban sexually oriented entertain-
ment and allow victims of sexual crimes to collect damages
from producers and distributors of such entertainment.






1990, a Broward County, Florida, sheriff declared 2 Live
Crew’s record As Nasty as They Wanna Be obscene and
warned the group that they would be arrested for perform-
ing in Broward County. District Judge Jose Gonzalez ruled
that the album violated South Florida’s community obscenity
standards because it appealed “’to dirty thoughts and the loins,
not the intellect and the mind.”’ For two years following
Gonzalez’s ruling, 2 Live Crew faced a war of attrition
community by community, as judges under pressure from
‘decency leagues’’ in several states declared the group’s lyrics
obscene. On May 7, 1992, the U.S. Court of Appeals over-
turned the earlier ruling, stating that the district judge could
not have determined, based on the evidence, that the work
has no serious artistic value, a necessary condition in deter-
mining obscenity. A staunch defender of individual freedoms
for the past 27 years, Rogow has argued scores of civil liber-
ties and First Amendment cases in federal and state appellate
courts, often for unpopular causes, to protect minority views
from overzealous government and majoritarian censorship.

The award winners were selected by an independent panel
of judges, including Dennis Barrie, former director of the
Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati, who was indicted
and later exonerated on obscenity charges for displaying
Robert Mapplethorpe’s controversial photographs: Norman
Dorsen, Stokes Professor of Law at New York University
Law School and former president of the American Civil
Liberties Union; Mark Goodman, executive director of the
Student Press Law Center; documentary filmmaker Barbara
Kopple, who directed the Oscar-winning films Harlan Coun-
ty, U.S.A. and American Dream; and Reginald Stuart, assis-
tant news editor, White House and foreign affairs, for Knight
Ridder Newspapers and chairman of the Legal Defense Fund
of the Society of Professional Journalists. [

in review

Alien Ink: The FBI’s War on Freedom of Expression by
Natalie Robins. Morrow, 1992. 495pp. $27.50.

In 1911 the FBI started files on Ezra Pound and John Reed
and thus began the practice of monitoring authors, their
works, their acquaintances, their associations, their politics
and their lives . . talie Robins give: .., a history of this aspect
of the FBI’s activities over the last 80 years and an insight
into what we can expect in the future. Through the Freedom
of Infc nation Act, Robins was able to obtain information
on authors from John Steinbeck to William Saroyan, from
Gertrude Stein to Mary McCarthy, from Truman Capote to
Tennessee Williams, and from e.e. cummings to E.L.
Doctorow.

Some files contain many pages and some just a few.
Throughout her book, Robins gives excerpts and quotes that
show just what kind of information the Bureau thought (and
thinks?) important. The Bureau maintains that files were kept
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on these individuals because of their political views, associa-
tions and acquaintances, and not because they were writers.
In reading some of the files, however, it becomes clear that
in some cases files may have been started because of the
title of an author’s work and not the work’s content. If it
were not so appalling it would be funny the number of times
the files contain misspellings of the author’s names or give
titles that do not exist. This would indicate that in some cases
titles or names were put into files strictly on hearsay, without
the offending work having been viewed by the agent
involved.

Robins provides a decade-by-decade review of the Agen-
cy’s activities over the last eighty years and predicts what
we can expect in the future. Chapter twenty-four, ‘‘Spies
in the Stacks’’, covers the FBI’s Library Awareness Pro-
gram (LAP) in some detail. This reminds us that the author
alone is not the only concern of the FBI; they are apparently
concerned about the reader as well. Throughout the book,
Robins includes quotes in smaller, bolder, print from authors,
politicians, and Agent X (an FBI agent who must obviously
remain anonymous) as additional commentary on her
research.

The book gives a good solid history of this aspect of the
FBI’s work as it involves authors and libraries, and should
be required reading in a mandatory course on intellectual
freedom in all library schools.

What about the future? Will the FBI continue such ac-
tivities? Probably, yes. That is, after all, what they are about.
But, as this book shows, there are always those who will
see that the Bureau does not go too far. Be they authors,
librarians, politicians, or just John Does, there will always
be those who say ‘‘wait a minute, what’s going on here? who
will watch the watchers’’?

J. Edgar Hoover comes in for a lot of criticism in this book.
That is only natural since he headed the Bureau for so long,
but it should be remembered that the lists started in 1911,
long before his tenure began, and probably continue today.
William Sessions is quoted as stating that lists of authors are
not kept because they are authors but because of their political
views and/or activities, but the question must be asked, “‘If
they were not authors, and thus public figures, would their
political views and/or activities be well enough known?”’

The book contains excellent appendices, lists of the authors
involved, additional authors not mentioned in the text, ex-
tensive notes and a selected bibliography which alone makes
it worth every penny.

This is a book that can be read from cover to ~ ver or
can be opened randomly to find something of interest. The
index is very good and allows the reader to look for favorite
authors and find them easily. Some may be surprised at the
names found on the lists while others will not. Authors such
as James Agee, James Baldwin, William F. Buckley, Jr.,
Truman Capote, e.e. cummings, T.S. ‘Eliot, Jack London,
Mary McCarthy, Edgar Lee Masters, E.L. Doctorow, Elmer
Rice, Carl Sandburg, Robert Frost, E.B. White, James



Thurber, Thornton Wilder, William Saroyan, Tennessee
Williams and Herman Wouk may surprise some, but they
are only a few of the writers mentioned in the book and on
whom files have been kept by the FBI. — Reviewed by James
S. McPhee, Head Instruction Librarian, James R. Dickin-
son Library, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. [

cardinal seeks film guidelines

In an unusual 40-page pastoral letter released September
30, Roger Cardinal Mahony, the Archbishop of Los Angeles,
challenged the entertainment industry to adopt general
guidelines for the depiction of violence, sex, family life and
the treatment of women. Implicitly criticizing the movie
industry for an avalanche of films that ‘‘pander to baser
instincts,”” Cardinal Mahony, who heads the largest
archdiocese in the U.S., went out of his way to insist that
he rejected censorship or a return to the kind of production
code that dominated the film industry for decades. Last
February, Mahony appeared to have called on the film in-
dustry to adopt just such a ‘‘decency code’’ written by Dr.
Theodore Baehr of the Christian Film and Television Com-

mission, a fundamentalist group.

Instead, the Cardinal now said the movie industry should
voluntarily arrive at a way to assume its social and artistic
responsibilities. In doing so, film executives should adhere
to ‘‘general criteria’’ on such subjects as sex and violence,
he said. ‘‘The golden rule applies here; responsible film
makers will not do to their audience what they would not
want done to themselves — or to their own teenage sons or
daughters.’’

““The criteria 1 articulate here,’’ the Cardinal said, ‘‘and
the values that underlie them, are the exclusive property of
no one religious community, ethnic grouping, educational
level, economic class or political party. Certainly the Catholic
Church has no monopoly on them.”’

‘““What the Cardinal said is wise, reasonable and
thoughtful,”” commented Jack Valenti, president of the
Motion Picture Association of America. ‘‘He’s not calling
for a censorship board. What he wants to do is lift the level
of quality in motion pictures. Who can argue with that?”’

Other executives said privately, however, that while the
Cardinal’s points might be instructive, they could not be ex-
pected to have a major impact. Reported in: New York Times,
October 1; Los Angeles Daily News, October 1. []
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— censorship datelineT

libraries

Gwinnett County, Georgia

A controversial children’s book about a gay father and a
trilogy of erotic novels by best-selling author Anne Rice were
removed from the shelves of the Lake Lanier Regional
Library system last Fall, following complaints that centered
around sexuality. On October 27, the library’s county-
appointed board unanimously voted to remove three books
Rice wrote under the pen name A.E. Roquelaire: The Claim-
ing of Sleeping Beauty, Beauty’s Punishment, and Beauty’s
Release. The highly erotic novels contain explicit sex and
deal with sadomasochism. On November 9, the same board
agreed to take the system’s only copy of Daddy’s Roommate,
by Michael Willhoite, off the shelves and place it behind a
circulation desk at the Peachtree Corners branch, allowing
it to be checked out and read only by request.

The library’s official review process was followed in both
instances after initial complaints were filed. ‘“We had a
patron complaint,’” said library director Jo Ann Pinder of
the Beauty series. ‘‘It was reviewed by a three-person staff
panel that recommended removal. The series was purchas-
ed by mistake without reviews and, frankly, we thought it
was like other Anne Rice books. I agreed with the recom-
mendation. We’re not a library that has an erotica collec-
tion.”” Pinder acknowledged that the patron complainant was
also an employee of the library. Beauty’s Punishment had
been requested by a patron, after which the library bought
the entire trilogy for its ten branches.

““There was not much to consider,”” commented library
board President Kay Dickinson. ‘It was just not something
we want at a public library. It was a request we honored and
then made a mistake. The staff felt it did not meet the criteria
for selection and that it slipped by.”’
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In the case of Daddy’s Roommate, the complaints were
increasingly orchestrated. ‘‘We did have a large citizen’s
group at the meeting. They were very well organized,’’ said
Dickinson. Pinder added that the five or six complaints to
remove the book were supplemented by a 150-name peti-
tion, which itself was followed up by another 200-name
petition.

‘“The staff recommended keeping Daddy’s Roommate in
the collection. I agreed and told the patron that. The patron
then requested a board review,”’ Pinder said, and the final
decision was made there to place the book behind a circula-
tion desk.

According to Dickinson, ‘‘The majority felt it should be
read as or by an adult, or it might be damaging to a three-to-
seven year old who might get the wrong idea. It might be
confusing for them. A lot of parents don’t know anything
a child checks out. Homosexuality is something we have to
deal with in our lifetime, and we don’t want to be censors,
but maybe a little restriction...”” Reported in: Creative Loaf-
ing, November 28.

Warrensburg, Illinois

A series of seven books in a Warrensburg-Latham school
library are ‘‘possibly harmful to a child’s psychological
development,’’ a Christian-based group charged November
19. The Light House Project made the allegation after con-
ducting an investigation when it received complaints from
parents about the books by children’s author Stuart A. Kallen.
The project is devoted to educating the public about alleged
satanism.

At least 25 parents filed formal complaints with the school
district, according to Superintendent Michael Alexander. The
books are: Vampires; Werewolves and Zombies; World of
the Bizarre; Monsters; Dinosaurs and Beasts; Witches, Magic
and Spells; Ghosts of the Seven Seas; Phantoms of the Rich
and Famous; and Haunted Hangouts. Reported in: Decatur
Herald & Record, November 20.

Tama, Iowa

The librarian at South Tama County High School removed
all of Stephen King’s books from the school library’s shelves
in November, declaring they are too violent and contain
language too obscene for students. Kathy Tomlinson said the
fifteen books and short stories would be reviewed by her,
a secretary and school staff volunteers.

“‘I’m on my first book and I’m reading one chapter a night.
So far it’s not so bad,’’ said Tomlinson, who acted with the
approval of the school administration. Among the books
Tomlinson said would be examined were Tommyknockers,
Misery, It, Thinner, and Cujo. She said her action was not
prompted by a parental complaint.

‘I talked to a number of people who have read Stephen
King that made me question the material. We¢ wondered
whether it was appropriate for the lower age groups. A lot
of freshmen were checking out the books,”” she said.
Reported in: Des Moines Register, November 14.






historical fact, and countless instances of divinely ordered
or approved atrocities. . . .

““Atheists’ attempts to tell the truth about the Bible are
almost always ignored — censored might be the more ap-
propriate term. It appears that the only way we can get this
book seen for what it is is for someone like Kasmar to force
the issue by turning the censorship tables on those who would
censor others. We sincerely hope Kasmar’s approach to cen-
sorship will result in much less of it.”* Reported in: Min-
neapolis Star-Tribune, September 23, October 17.

Tlion, New York

A woman filed a request in October with the Ilion Central
School District requesting the removal of Meet the Werewolf,
by Georgess McHargue, from the library at Barringer Road
Elementary School. Faith Weston said the book’s passages
on the occult were objectionable.

The book became an issue after Weston’s son brought it
home and became apprehensive about some of the things he
was reading. ‘It scared him,’’ she said. ‘‘I don’t think the
school should present the Devil to him. The church should
because it does it in a manner that is not frightening. What
kind of boy would not challenge that book? This is black
magic. I want my son to worship God. I want him to respect
people. He was afraid to go to school because of this book.
It’s not fantasy, it’s true.”’

Superintendent Joseph Fusco said a review committee
would deal with the complaint, but he noted, ‘‘Some people
think football is a violent sport. Does that mean we should
remove every book about football? You’ve got to be very
careful on how you deal with censorship.”’ Reported in:
Herkimer Evening Telegraph, October 22; Utica Observer-
Dispatch, October 23.

Elizabethtown, North Carolina

The nationwide storm of controversy surrounding two
children’s books about gay and lesbian parents arrived in
Bladen County November 16 when members of a local group
asked the Bladen County Commission to remove Daddy’s
Roommate, by Michael Willhoite, and Heather Has Two
Mommies, by Leslea Newman, from the Bladen County
Library. The books were not yet on the shelves and librarian
Jamie Hansen told the commissioners she had not yet decided
how to handie them.

Jane Pait, secretary of the Bladen Coalition of Christians,
called the books ‘’wicked and very dangerous’’ and
“‘seditious.’” She asked the commissioners to appoint a com-
mittee, including a representative from her organization, to
draw up guidelines for book selection by the library.
Reported in: Fayetteville Observer-Times, November 17;
Wilmington Morning Star, November 17.

Bend, Oregon

The Bend-LaPine School Board postponed a decision about
whether to ban a high school library book October 13 because
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it could not reach a consensus. ‘‘I’ve never seen the board
so split on anything,”” said member Jan LaChapelle.

Curriculum Director Brian Lauchlan activated the district’s
review committee after parent Cathy Thompson asked that
Night Chills, a horror novel by Dean R. Koontz, be removed
from the Mountain View High School library because it con-
tains ‘‘explicit’’ sexual incidents.

Thompson saw the book when her son brought it home
for a book report. ‘“The more I got into it, the worse it got,”’
she said. ‘It was the real graphic and descriptive sexual
scenes, and the fact that I felt it demeaned women and used
women as sex slaves and for power,”” she said. “‘I’m just
a concerned parent. I don’t belong to any organization that
bans books. I looked at it and said, ‘“This is not appropriate
for our high school libraries.’”’

The committee recommended that the book be removed
and given to the county library. The issue then went to the
board. LaChapelle said she would rather students read the
book under school supervision and offered a motion to re-
tain it, which was not seconded. But a second motion by
board member Ken Cox to accept the committee’s recom-
mendation also failed to get a second. Board member Terry
Rahmsdorff, a review committee member, then offered a
compromise. He said the book could be restricted to juniors
and seniors or restricted to those who obtain parental per-
mission. But his motion also died. Reported in: Bend
Bulletin, October 14, 19.

Roseburg, Oregon

A book containing ‘“cutting edge’’ cartoons at the Douglas
County library prompted a Roseburg parent to call on the
librarians to restrict children’s access to such books. Rickey
Dort told county library commissioners October 7 that he
was shocked when his 10-year-old son brought home Raw
from the library. ‘‘Quite frankly, it’s full of cartoon por-
nography,’” he said. Dort told commissioners he would like
to see the book removed altogether, but if not, it should be
shelved where children do not have access to it.

Raw, edited by Pulitzer Prize-winner Art Spiegelman and
Francoise Mouly, has received critical acclaim. Librarian
David Hutchison said the book ‘‘has been here for three
years. It’s circulating very well. There’s a lot of people who
are reading it. If we started screening our collection on what
books used these words, then 25 percent of our collection
would be off-limits.”’

Library Director Betty Hazel said the book is part of the
adult collection and is not kept with children’s books. ‘“The
first thing to remember is that the library is not responsible
for what children read. It’s the responsibility of the parents.”’
Reported in: Roseburg News-Review, October 8.

Tillamook, Oregon
About 25 people in Tillamook County filed official com-
plaints in October against the controversial children’s book






Wellsville, Kansas

Four Wellsville parents said that a decision for the high

school drama class to perform Bram Stoker’s Dracula was
inappropriate because the play promotes Satanism. The
parents’ protests were heard at the monthly school board
meeting October 26. Some parents, however, circulated a
petition in support of the play.
- Parent Nancy Fossett said Dracula promotes Satanism,
suicide and sexual perversion. ‘‘This is a good little town,
and this play should never have been brought up,’’ she said.
“I’ve heard from seminars that Satanism enters communities
through the public schools. This is where it starts in
Wellsville, Kansas, with Dracula.”’

All references to God and most about blood were excised
from the play, according to music teacher David White, the
play’s sponsor. And one scene involving the decapitation of
a bird was not even considered. But Fossett said enough
changes had not been made. *‘If you edit all the disgusting,
offensive parts you don’t have a play left,”’ she said.

Her views were echoed by the Rev. Curtis Wright of the
Assembly of God Church, who urged principal George
Stewart to halt the production. But Rev. David Moor of New
Hope Baptist Church was more resigned. ‘I think it was a
very bad choice because there’s so many other plays out there
they could do, but I’'m not actively trying to stop it,”” Moor
said. “‘In fact, a couple of our high school students [from
the congregation] are in it.”” Reported in: Olathe Daily News,
October 28; Ortawa Herald, October 28; Quincy Patriot
Ledger, November 2.

Frederick, Maryland

The Frederick County Board of Education reversed a
previous decision and voted October 26 to place the teachers’
guides to the controversial Impressions reading series into
a public review process. After a prolonged and heated discus-
sion, the board voted 4-3 to overturn its October 5 vote that
excluded the guides. The decision had no bearing on the con-
troversial textbooks themselves, which were previously sub-
ject to public review (see Newsletter, July 1992, p. 110;
September 1992, p. 163) and were approved at the October
5 meeting for use in first to fourth grades.

The series was challenged by a group of seventeen parents.
On June 30, the Superintendent of Schools decided to allow
the books to be used, but the parents appealed to the Board.

The reversal came after Concerned Women of America,
a national conservative organization, sent a letter to board
members requesting a reconsideration of the earlier vote. On
October 19, the board voted to reject that request, but
reversed itself at a special session.

Frederick County Teachers Association President Jack Pat-
terson called the vote an attempt to eclipse teachers’ freedom
in preparing for classes. ‘‘As I look around this room, I see
a possible seven to eight people making this decision and
we have over 28,000 students in the system,’” said Patter-
son. ‘‘This board has pacified a small minority in our com-
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munity.’’ Reported in: Frederick News, October 6, 20, 29;
Frederick Post, October 1, 6, 27.

Belgrade, Montana

As many as fifty Belgrade parents appealed a decision by
assistant superintendent and curriculum director Jerry
Vanderpan to retain the Pumsy in Pursuit of Excellence pro-
gram. The decision confirmed a recommendation by a
parents panel. Renee McLendon said she and other parents
would appeal to the school board.

For a half hour every month, Belgrade first and second-
graders follow the adventures of Pumsy the dragon and her
friend through various situations and feelings. The program
is intended to teach children to make sound decisions, manage
conflict, understand consequences, and gain self-respect. It
was purchased as a drug and alcohol abuse prevention pre-
gram three years ago.

‘“Why would parents not want their children to have thest
skills?”’ said Pumsy author Jill Anderson of Eugene, Oregon.
Because the program attempts to teach these values by pro-
moting ‘‘New Age religion, meditation and hypnosis,”’
charged parent Debra Feliciano. :

Six of twelve members of a parental panel appointed by
Vanderpan objected to all or parts of the Pumsy course. The
portions they found wanting were the same ones McLendon
and Feliciano protested, including the exercises of ‘‘mind
painting’’ and tying up the teacher to demonstrate control.
But the counselors who use the program said they do not
employ the portions to which objections were made.

““The counselors will continue to teach the program as they
have,”” Vanderpan said. ‘‘The counselors were always just
in favor of the part they taught, not the whole program.”’

McLendon charged, however, that ‘‘there’s something
they’re hiding.’” She said she and other parents would be
content if they could have a written guarantee that the con-
troversial portions of Pumsy would not be taught. ‘“We want
to work with these people,”’ she said, ‘‘but we want it in
writing.’” Reported in: Bozeman Daily Chronicle, October
20, 22.

Bass River Township, New Jersey

Parents and an elected cfficial in October protested the in-
clusion of Grendel, by John Gardner, in the curriculum of
Pinelands Regional High School’s English Department. The
book retells the Anglo-Saxon epic ‘‘Beowulf,”’ from the
dragon’s point of view. In it the monster Grendel describes
how he murders and eats an old woman, rapes other women
and cooks their organs, and performs other savage acts. The
books also contains several obscenities.

‘“As a parent, I feel violated. I would never give this book
to a child,’’ said Sheryl Price of New Gretna. ‘‘My son was
16-years-old when they gave him this book.”’ Her husband,
John, agreed: **This book is obscene. If someone on the street
were to give it to my child I would have them arrested.”’
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—from the bench—-

U.S. Supreme Court

The Supreme Court opened its 1992-93 term October 5
by accepting two cases that could further refine the constitu-
tional separation of church and state. The cases reflect the
federal courts’ constant struggle with how states can ensure
they do not establish or endorse a religion yet avoid un-
constitutionally discriminating against religious speech or
practice.

In one case, a New York school district denied a group
access to its facilities because of the religious content of a
planned film series. In the other, an Arizona school district
denied a deaf high school student a state-financed interpreter
because he attended a Catholic school.

The case of Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free
School District arose from a New York school district’s
policy of making its facilities available for after hours com-
munity use but prohibiting activities by any group ‘‘for
religious purposes.’’ The district turned down the pastor of
a local evangelical Christian church who wanted to show a
film series about family issues, saying the series had religious
overtones.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit ruled
that in cases in which schools offer a ‘‘limited public forum,”’
they may exclude certain types of speech, provided groups
are not selectively denied access. Lawyers representing the
pastor said the ruling allows *‘a blatant government censor-
ship of private religious speech.”’

In Zobrest v. Catalina Foothills School District, the court
will examine a federal appeals court ruling that an Arizona
school district had a compelling reason to deny a sign-
language interpreter to a student in a Catholic high school.
While the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit said

January 1993

the school policy burdened the student’s right of free exer-
cise of religion, it was overcome by the state interest in
avoiding support of religion. The school district would have
provided an interpreter if the student had chosen a public
school or a nonreligious private school, and the student’s
lawyers argue that the pupil is seeking the funds to over-
come his handicap, not to advance his religion. Reported in:
Washington Post, October 6.

On October 13, the Supreme Court declined to overturn
its 1989 and 1990 rulings that granted free speech protec-
tion to those who burn or deface the American flag as a
political protest. Without comment the justices rejected a bid
in Texas v. Jimenez to revive a Texas law that banned flag-
burning. Reported in: San Jose Mercury-News, October 14.

On November 4, the Supreme Court heard arguments in
its first free exercise clause case in three terms. In Church
of Lukumi Babalu Aye, Inc. v. Hialeah, a church whose
rituals include animal sacrifice contended that Hialeah,
Florida, ordinances banning such sacrifices deprive it of its
liberty. The city argued that its laws are aimed at conduct,
not religion, and in any event are supported by compelling
governmental interests in public health and animal welfare.

The district court found that the ordinances ‘‘are not
religiously neutral but were intended to stop the practice of
animal sacrifice.”” Nevertheless, it found the ordinances
passed two threshold tests, because they are directed at con-
duct rather than belief, and have the secular purpose and ef-
fect of preventing cruelty to animals, safeguarding public
health, welfare, and safety, and preventing adverse
psychological effects on children exposed to such sacrifices.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit affirm-
ed the ruling, although it expressly disavowed reliance on
the trial court’s conclusions regarding the risk to children.
Reported in: U.S. Law Week, November 10.

schools

Jacksonville, Florida

A judge declared in mid-November that a fight over a con-
servative abstinence-oriented sex education program in
Jacksonville schools should be settled out of court. Circuit
Judge Bernard Nachman ordered both sides in a suit filed
last April by Planned Parenthood and seven families against
the use of the Teen-Aid program in Duval County schools
to inform him whether they are willing to accept mediation.

““The nature of this action is such that protracted litiga-
tion would not serve the public interest,”” Nachman wrote.

The lawsuit targets the accuracy of Teen-Aid and disputes
whether it fulfills the mandate of Florida’s health education
law that requires school systems to teach pregnancy preven-
tion. But Teen-Aid supporters say that teaching about birth
control could violate other Florida statutes and contribute
to juvenile delinquency.

Since Teen-Aid was approved, the makeup of the school
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