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A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit on March 23
unanimously reversed a lower court decision and upheld the rules that the Morristown,
New Jersey, public library used to evict a homeless man on the ground that his habits
and body odor annoyed other patrons. The reversal said the policy at the Joint Free Public
Library of Morristown and Morris Township was grounded in ‘‘well-established constitu-
tional principle’” and did not violate the rights of the homeless man, Richard R. Kreimer.
The decision did concur with the district court, however, that the First Amendment
‘‘encompasses the positive right of public access to information and ideas’’ and that this
““includes the right to some level of access to a public library, the quintessential locus
of the receipt of information.”’
U.S. District Court Judge H. Lee Sarokin had ruled last May that the library’s policy
M H t infringed on Kreimer’s First Amendment right to receive ideas. Sarokin declared that public
O r rl S OW n libraries are traditional public forums comparable to public parks or streets, in which restric-
tions on access are strictly disfavored (see Newsletter, July 1991, p. 116; September 1991,

ru I | n g p. 169). The Morristown library had attacked the ruling, arguing that there is no constitu-
tional right of access to a public library.
rev e rse d Appearing as amicus curiae, the Freedom to Read Foundation argued for a middie ground

(see Newsletter, November 1991, p. 187). The public library is a public forum, for the
purpose of having access to information — not for expression generally, the Foundation
brief said. Restrictions on the right to receive information in the library should be con-
stitutionally disfavored, and usually rejected. But regulations of other conduct, and content-
neutral regulations of access to information tailored to minimize interference with use of
the library for access to information, may be upheld if they serve the library’s important
goals. The Foundation brief argued that only if the court recognized the principles ad-
vocated in its brief, ‘‘including both the right of access and libraries’ circumscribed power
to regulate in conformity with that right,”” would the court ensure that public libraries
could “‘continue to hold open the doors of the marketplace of ideas for millions of

Americans.’’
The Freedom to Read Foundation took no position as to whether the Morristown
(continued on page 98)
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Rushdie back again
Satanic Verses paperback published

Daring again to break the confinement that has become
his life in hiding, beleaguered author Salman Rushdie came
to the United States to speak March 24 at a conference on
freedom of expression and to publicize and applaud the paper-
back publication of his controversial novel, The Satanic
Verses. It was only the second time Rushdie had traveled
out of Great Britain in the three years since the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini condemned Satanic Verses as
blasphemous and offered a million-dollar reward for the
writer’s execution.

In December, Rushdie spoke at a dinner in New York,
where he first called publicly for the swift paperback publica-
tion of the novel (see Newsletter, March 1992, p. 29). In
March, he chose again as his podium a conference devoted
to freedom of expression: the International Conference on
Free Expression sponsored by the Freedom Forum, a jour-
nalism foundation.

“‘Finally people who can’t afford hardback novels can have
a go at this book,”’ Rushdie told an interviewer, ‘‘and
hopefully that will further dispel the evil image of this book
that has been promoted by people, many of whom have never
read it. The real book is struggling to get out from under
all the rhetoric. But I’ve always said that the best defense
of the book is the book itself, when people read it openly
and realize that some terrible injustice has been done not only
to me, but to the book.”’

The effort to bring out a paperback edition of Satanic
Verses was dogged by disagreements over who should be
responsible for publishing it and whether the risk was worth
it. Viking Penguin, which published the hardcover, kept
delaying the paperback for security reasons, until Rushdie
asked for and was given back the rights earlier this year.
The paperback was then published by an anonymous group
of publishers, human rights groups, and writers’ organiza-
tions calling themselves the Consortium.

Rushdie said that despite the complications and reluctance
of American authorities to take responsibility, he felt com-
pelled to come to the United States to announce with some
fanfare the successful paperback publication of his book
because it represented to him a triumph.

But Rushdie was quick to point out that the threat to his
life had not abated. In February, the Iranian authorities reaf-
firmed the decree against him and those involved with the
publication of the book, leaving him to feel, he said, as if
his life had truly dissolved into an absurd tragicomedy.

““For a writer interested in human rights and freedom of
expression to accept an invitation to speak at such a con-
ference should be a simple matter,’” declared Rushdie in his
speech, delivered at the Freedom Forum’s headquarters in
Arlington, Virginia.

“It should not be necessary for the travel plans to be
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shrouded in secrecy. The security forces should not need to
pay me any special attention. None of this should be hap-
pening in quite this way. It feels a little like being inside one
of those science fiction yarns in which the present has been
unaccountably altered, so that the Inquisition appears in Pic-
cadilly Circus and there are witch-burnings on the Potomac.
It feels a little like living in the Twilight Zone.”’

In his talk Rushdie emphasized, as he had in New York
in December, that he was forced into hiding, that his persecu-
tion is but the most extreme and obvious case of mounting
threats to freedom of expression around the world.

““I have tried repeatedly to remind people that what we
are witnessing is a war against independence of mind, a war
for power,’’ the writer said. ‘“The case of The Satanic Verses
is, however — and I hope this can be conceded without argu-
ment — at present the most public battle in that war. It is
a battle that can only be won, because the consequences of
losing it are horrendous.”” Reported in: New York Times,
March 25. [J

Frohnmayer resigns

With song, poetry and a call for ‘less hate,”” John
Frohnmayer announced an end February 21 to three stormy
years as chair of the National Endowment for the Arts. He
had been under constant fire from both the art world and
conservative critics. President Bush accepted Frohnmayer’s
resignation and praised his *‘integrity,’” but offered criticism
of his own.

““‘Some of the art funded by the NEA does not have my
enthusiastic approval,”’ the president told his departing ap-
pointee in a letter. According to a recent survey conducted
by Frohnmayer, only 1 in every 4,200 Endowment grants
caused any controversy during his tenure.

Rep. Dick Armey (R-TX) was among many who called
the development *‘the firing of Chairman Frohnmayer.’’ Just
a week before his resignation, Frohnmayer had issued a state-
ment saying that he had no ‘‘immediate plans’’ to leave. But
on February 20 the embattled arts chair met with White
House Chief of Staff Samuel Skinner to discuss his departure.

*‘I think he’s a casualty of the New Hampshire primary,’’
said Rep. Sidney Yates (D-IL), a chief representative of the
arts community in Congress. ‘‘Pat Buchanan had singled out
the Endowment for attack.”’

Frohnmayer had been attacked by the religious right and
by Congressional conservatives for financing sexually
explicit art works and performances. But avant-garde artists
called him censorious for curtailing some grants — and sued
him in a case that is still pending.

““We are ecstatic,’” said the Rev. Louis P. Sheldon, chair
of the Traditional Values Coalition of Anaheim, California.
Another of Frohnmayer’s critics, Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC)
smiled when told of the decision. ‘‘Bon voyage,’’ he said.
Helms often accused Frohnmayer and the NEA of spending
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Pornography; Private Right or Public Menace? Robert M.
Baird and Stuart E. Rosenbaum (eds.), Prometheus Books.
1991. 248p. $14.95.

This comprehensive collection of essays in Prometheus
Books’ acclaimed ‘‘Contemporary Issues’’ series reflects the
persistent and often intense clash of values and attitudes about
pornography in America. This timely book, brought together
by professors of philosophy at Baylor University, includes
essays that define pornography and spell out the differences
between pornography, erotica, and moral realism in artistic
expression. Other writings investigate evidence concerning
the effects of pornography, pornography and sexism, violent
pornography and women’s civil rights, and the growth of
the pornography industry.

Mapplethorpe’s photography and the rap lyrics of 2 Live
Crew have brought to the forefront again the battle lines
which are often drawn between those who argue that por-
nography’s damaging social and psychological effects justify
censorship, and those who insist that restrictions violate free
speech and the First Amendment. Among the distinguished
contributors are Village Voice journalist Susan Brownmiller,
Washington Coalition Against Censorship Executive Direc-
tor Barbara Dority, feminist writer Andrea Dworkin, law
professor Ronald Dworkin, 1968 U. S. Commission on
Obscenity and Pornography dissenting member Charles H.
Keating, Jr., president of Family Life Seminars Tim LaHaye,
Dallas Baptist Theological Seminary professor Thomas
Parker, Ms. magazine founding editor Gloria Steinem, and
syndicated columnist George F. Will. The remaining essays
are written by professors from Kenyon College, the Univer-
sity of Alberta, Moorhead State University, Saginaw Valley
State College, the University of Houston, Mills College, San
Jose State University, the University of New Orleans, and
Indiana University. They mirror the traditional points of view
and reflect new directions the debate has taken in recent
years.

No issue elicits ambivalence within ourselves and within
our culture more than pornography. The conflicting findings
and recommendations of the 1970 Presidential Commission
and the 1986 Attorney General’s Commission are
reviewed. Some of the writers support the idea that we should
not compromise our individual freedom of expression and
choice and others think our film, recording, and publishing
industries produce materials harmful to individuals and to
society. The commission reports do not resolve the ques-
tion but this comprehensive volume improves our perspec-
tives on the relevant issues surrounding pornography.

The discussions about pornography causing injuries to
others and to values are quite thought-provoking. There is
even a suggestion that the Congress establish a federal agen-
cy, analogous to the FDA, to oversee and regulate marketing
activities, overseeing and regulating film companies and
publishers. Other writers, however, indicate that this would
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be constitutionally unacceptable and constraints on expres-
sion would be as un-American as ideas get. The readings
show that there is no consensus among Americans regarding
what they consider to be the effects of viewing or reading
explicit sexual materials.

Some of the essayists tend to preach and even quote from
the Bible, while others attempt a logical approach to the prob-
lem. The diversity of views represented makes this book in-
teresting and readable. There are sections on feminist
perspectives, libertarian perspectives, religious perspectives,
and the causal issue, which includes a careful account of the
current state of empirical research. The essays are infor-
mative across the main spectrum of controversy about the
issue of pornography. This book, indeed, adheres to the
Library Bill of Rights principle that we ‘‘should provide
materials and information presenting all points of view on
current and historical issues.”

Each essay makes a unique contribution to the national con-
versation about the issue. Concerned citizens and librarians
should read these different points of view and as a result,
they will be better equipped to respond in moments of con-
flict. They will be able to evaluate for themselves the
arguments advanced by advocates on both sides and arrive
at their own conclusions. — Reviewed by Gene D. Lanier,
Professor, Department of Library & Information Studies,
East Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina. [1

ACT calls it quits

Action for Children’s Television (ACT), a Cambridge,
Massachusetts-based group that promoted educational televi-
sion for children for more than two decades, announced in
January that it would disband at the end of 1992. ACT co-
founder Peggy Charren said the group’s goals had been
fulfilled when Congress passed legislation that requires every
television station to provide educational programs for
children. The 1990 law also limits commercials during
children’s programming.

Charren said the group is disbanding not for financial
reasons, but because its work is done. ‘“We had enough
money to go on, but it’s not worth it just to be a sound-bite,”’
she said. ‘‘What we were trying to do was give the public
a hook to hang its concerns on. We’ve done that. ACT was
started to make the laws work for children and we’ve done
that. It’s [now] up to the communities to talk back to the
stations.”’

Charren said that ACT always opposed censorship. ‘I
think that censorship is worse than any of the junk on TV
today,’’ she said. ‘“‘ACT opposed censorship as a method
of protecting children from poor quality or inappropriate
television fare. Parents can turn off TV programs they deem
objectionable but they can’t turn on what’s missing.”’
Reported in: Harvard Crimson, January 24; Wilmington
News-Journal, January 9. [
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In their complaints, the parent objected most strenuously
to what they saw as the book’s promotion of occultism. ‘‘We
object to the introduction to the occult, to the teaching about
witchcraft that this book claims to be fact, to the parts about
cutting kids up, destroying them and making them disap-
pear,”’ wrote one parent.

Carla Grabianowski wrote that the book would cause
‘‘desensitization to violence, increased interest in the prac-
tice of witchcraft, the learning of unhealthy ways in dealing
with differing groups of people.’”” Wayne and Gwen Ervin
complained that the book would result in ‘‘confusion caused
from mixing truth with fiction, unhealthy interest in the oc-
cult, {and] seeds of unhealthy fear and mistrust placed in
children, especially concerning women.’’

Fitzpatrick claimed, however, that the book’s depiction
of the occult played no part in his decision to restrict access
to it. Instead, he said, the book was too real and ‘‘there was
a concern in terms of whether or not youngsters at a primary
age would become frightened.”’

But Stan Reid, principal at Glen View Elementary School
and a member of the review committee, found the opposite
to be true. “‘It was a tongue-in-cheek approach and the bot-
tom line was that good will overcome evil,”” Reid said. ‘‘In
talking with kids out in the playground and in the lunch lines,
for the most part the kids thought it was hilarious. They
understood that it was a fairy tale and it was make believe.”’
Reported in: Los Angeles Times, February 12; Escondido
Times-Advocate, February 13.

Duval County, Florida

To most horror fans, Stephen King is tops. But to the Duval
County school system, he’s out. As of March 11, two of
King’s novels were declared off limits to middle school
students. As a result of a parent’s complaint, a book review
committee banned The Dead Zone and The Tommyknockers,
which will be available only to high school students with
parental permission.

That did not satisfy Louise Reimer, the parent who com-
plained about the books. ‘‘But there’s probably nothing I
could do about it,”’ she said. ‘‘They are adult books. Those
kids are minors.’’ Reimer had complained about the ‘‘filthy
language’’ in the books.

Donna Deetz, a parent who sat on the review committee,
said that The Tommyknockers was ‘‘the first book that I've
ever recommended be taken off the shelves. It’s extremely
graphic. I just thought it was inappropriate for middle school-
age kids.”’

Not every parent agreed, however. *‘I am appalled. I view
it as censorship, pure and simple,”” said Debra Harris.
““Now, they [middle school students] are so curious they are
going to seek these books out, whereas before, they wouldn’t
have any interest at all.”’

But school board member Stan Jordan voiced support for
the ban. He said school boards should demand from
publishers ‘‘a one-page listing of all the words that are used
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that are profane and just plain trash. I want to be able to look
at [a book] and tell instantly what is in it. We have limited
dollars. I would like to know what they didn’t choose, if they
chose this book.”” Reported in: Florida Times-Union,
March 4, 12.

Des Plaines, Illinois
A parent’s outrage over a children’s book containing

-*‘questionable’’ language has pitted her against the anti-

censorship policies of the Des Plaines Public Library. Ann
Piscitello and 38 other Des Plaines residents in February peti-
tioned library administrator Bernie Oppenneer to remove the
book, Slim Down Camp, from the junior children section,
claiming it contains *‘repeated profanity and immoral situa-
tions.”” The book concerns the adventures of a group of
overweight children attending a special weight-loss camp.

Piscitello’s problem with the book began when her 11-year-
old son brought it home and, after reading it for a short time,
said, “‘I don’t think I’m supposed to be reading this.”” The
characters in the book use terms like ‘‘SOB’’ and make
references to scatological functions. There are also
sophomoric sexual references. The book was shelved in the
junior children section, for 9-12-year-olds.

“I am not for censorship, but I have a choice too. And
I have a right to choose what my son reads,’’ Piscitello said.
Based on this belief, she wrote a letter of complaint, receiv-
ing a response a month later that she deemed inadequate.
Piscitello then circulated the book to other parents, who also
objected and agreed to sign her petition.

‘“We reserve the right to decide whether our children are
exposed to repeated profanity and immoral situations, such
as those portrayed in the aforementioned novel (or other
novels with similar content),”” the petition stated. It also
asserted that the library has the *‘obligation to inform parents
and other concerned adults’’ that this type of literature is pre-
sent. The petition suggested that the library implement its
“‘obligations’” by removing the book from the children’s sec-
tion or by providing all parents with a list of books with
similar material.

““They want to deprive the group this is written for from
reading it. That is censorship,”’ responded Oppenneer.
‘‘“They want us to ascertain what is objectionable, no matter
what level of objection a parent might have. We can’t do
that.”” While Piscitello’s group may object to this book, he
said, ‘‘other parents might want children to read it. What
Mrs. Piscitello’s child can read is one thing. What Mrs.
Jones’ child can read is an entirely different thing.”’

As for the group’s suggestion that the library list the books
containing such material, Oppenneer said that would be a
formidable task, considering the children’s section has over
30,000 books. Oppenneer did say that the petition would be
referred to the appropriate committees for review and that,
if necessary, the issue could go to the library board. Reported
in: Des Plaines Journal, February 19; Chicago Tribune,
March 3.
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video she had released, which was banned on MTV.”’ Young
said she talked with Peebles about her concerns to no avail.
She then filed a complaint, which was upheld by district
officials.

In her appeal to the school board, Peebles said she based
her decision to subscribe to the magazine on periodical
reviews. She said the non-renewal amounted to censorship.
‘‘Let’s hope we have given them [high school students] the
education and critical ability to function in today’s society.
There’s more to the world than the world of work. They must
have the intellectual maturity and expertise to make these
decisions. . . and high school students do have the educa-
tional expertise to evaluate their reading material. They do
not need others to tell them what they should read,’” Peebles
said.

Superintendent Joe Reed responded that Rolling Stone
should not be renewed for economic reasons. ‘‘There are
magazines that present the same ideas as Rolling Stone has
done, without the vulgar language and explicit sexual
remarks. We’re looking at cutting $200,000. We're going
to lose staff, we’re going to lose programs and, at the same
time, we’re supposed to put out money to buy this publica-
tion? I think no.”

The board turned down a motion not to renew the subscrip-
tion and completely remove all back issues. The board did
approve, by a 3-2 vote, a motion not to renew the subscrip-
tion but to allow students to check out back issues with a
note from their parents. Reported in: Sutherlin Sun-Tribune,
February 27.

Portland, Oregon

The David Douglas School Board turned down a request
to ban a book at Floyd Light Middle School library, but did
order the book to be placed on a limited access shelf. The
Random House Thesaurus of Slang will be available to
students only if a teacher directs them to the book and super-
vises them while they read it. The thesaurus translates 12,500
standard English terms into 150,000 slang terms. Racial
epithets and slang words for sex and drugs are well
represented in the book, which was selected by the New York
Public Library as one of 1988’s outstanding reference books.
Reported in: Portland Oregonian, March 9.

Weatherly, Pennsylvania

A request by parents to ban books from the Weatherly Area
Middle School library should be denied, a review commit-
tee decided in early March, but a final decision was left to
the school board. The unidentified parents protested last
November after their daughter got from the library Final
Friends Book 3: The Graduation, by popular young adult
novelist Christopher Pike. The parents were upset by
passages in the book dealing with depression, suicide and
contraception. They asked for the removal of all books by
Pike.
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After receiving the complaint, a district review commit-
tee read the book and other Pike novels. ‘It was determined
that since this was not required reading, or a requirement
of the curriculum, it is the opinion of this review committee
that the book in question and other selections by this author
are appropriate for young adults, and the books should re-
main in the library for use by students,’’ said Superinten-
dent Clyde Blair.

School board members, however, said that they wanted
to see the book and a list of the parents’ complaints before

they decide whether to accept the recommendation. Reported
in: Hazelton Standard-Speaker, March 6.

Warrenton, Virginia

Tom Neely admits it takes an awful lot to make his blood
boil. That’s why it took the Warrenton Junior High School
librarian about eight weeks to go public with the news that
the school board, in violation of Virginia’s Freedom of In-
formation Act, had secretly ordered the removal of a science
fiction book from the school library, overturning a unanimous
review committee decision. The board’s ruling came without
a public hearing, with no formal vote, and with no discus-
sion in an open meeting. '

Instead, according to board chair Gary Watson, three
members of the board met as a ‘‘committee,’’ discussed the
situation, and ‘‘reported in executive session — didn’t vote
on anything because that’s against the law — but there was
a concurrence with their findings.”” Watson contended the
““‘concurrence’’ was not a vote.

The Second Earth: The Pentateuch Retold, by Patrick
Woodroffe, first came to the attention of the school
administration in April, 1991, after a single parent com-
plained about its ‘‘anti-Christian’’ ideas and about certain
of its illustrations. ‘*The majority of her complaint was about
the text, that it contained an anti-Christian, anti-Biblical
message, that it was Satanic,”’ said Neely.

Neely maintained that the parent had ‘‘missed the whole
point of the book,’” but she did not buy his argument. He
advised her to appeal his decision. The parent then followed
established procedures and a review committee was
formed. The committee agreed unanimously in May that the
book should remain in the library. Dissatisfied, the parent
exercised her right to appeal to the school board.

It was at this point that the process went secret. A petition
apparently was submitted to the board calling for the removal
of the book. Although it contained just ten signatures, a let-
ter in the local press later claimed that the number was two
hundred. More important, said Larry Czarda, one of the
board members who decided to remove the book, ‘‘there was
a threat of litigation. No lawsuit had actually been filed,
though.”’

The Virginia Freedom of Information Act provides that
‘‘actual or probable litigation’’ may be discussed in executive
session. However, the act states that ‘‘the potential for litiga-
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McGinniss Yeje, cofounder of Concerned Parents for Educa-
tion, said that the book should not be used because it doesn’t
stress abstinence.

In a statement prepared for the board, the group charged:
““This book is a ‘how-to’ book. It’s not only explicit, but
it promotes promiscuity in a subtle way that the determined
abstainer would have second thoughts about their position.’’
The group alleged that the text ‘‘undermines parents’ authori-
ty, encourages breaking the law, and tears down normal sex-
ual barriers by co-ed, hardcore, adult subject matter
covered.”’

Yeje said her group had encouraged parents to *‘take their
child out of sex-ed classes until the changes in text books
have been made and ‘abstinence based’ textbooks are used.”’
She added, ‘‘As long as Human Sexuality is in the hands of
the students, regardless of the technique of emphasis on
abstinence used by the teacher, the students are still open
to the biased promiscuous influence and lack of factual in-
formation found in this book.”’

Fulton officials said the book is factual and meets state
requirements. It is not mandated for use, but is available as
an optional teaching tool. They said the board would review
recommendations from the textbook review committee and
the Concerned Parents and then make a decision. Reported
in: Southside Sun and Fayette, February 13.

Sidell, Illinois

Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger’s tale of alienated youth,
was distributed to students at Jamaica High School in late
February, but probably for the last time. The Jamaica Board
of Education voted February 20 to allow the book to remain
on the reading list of a senior English class, but to review
possible replacements for it because some community
members objected to profanity in its pages.

““‘Neither side was happy with the decision,”” commented
Superintendent Robert Yeazel. He said the district followed
its policy in handling the complaint and a committee of
teachers reviewed the book, but took no action on it. The
decision was appealed to school board members after Troy
Preston, assistant principal at the high school, and Yeazel
recommended retaining it. ‘“The book is used with an op-
tion out,”” Yeazel said. ‘‘It does not have to be read.”’

This was the second year the book had been on the reading
list, and both years an alternative assignment was made
available to those who found it objectionable. Janet Puzey,
teacher of the eleven-student class, said one student had
already requested an alternate title and if two or three
followed suit, the book would no longer be effective.

Of the 26 people who attended the board meeting, almost
all called for the book’s removal from the curriculum. The
Rev. David L. Rogers of the Sidell Pentecostal Assembly
cited 500 profanities and instances where God’s name was
taken in vain, and objected to the premarital sex, alcohol
abuse and prostitution depicted in the book. Reported in:
Champaign News-Gazette, February 11, 12, 21; Danville
Commercial-News, February 21.
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Passaic, New Jersey

A state arbitrator ruled in early January that the Passaic
school district did not violate teachers’ rights to academic
freedom when it removed an Uncle Remus folk tale from
an eighth-grade reading list last fall. The decision ended a
dispute that began when Superintendent Beryl Zankel chose
to remove an anthology containing the ‘“Wonderful Tar-Baby
Story’’ from a middle school language art class (see Newslet-
ter, March 1992, p. 45).

The ruling did not touch on the merits of the story itself
and the story itself remained in the Lincoln Middle School
library as part of two other anthologies. “*If the children
choose to read that book, so be it,”” Zankel said.

The arbitrator, Jeffrey B. Tener, noted that Zankel acted
too quickly when dispatching the story and rejected his asser-
tion that it had been removed simply because it was outdated,
not because of its content. Yet Tener concluded that, since
no students were prevented from reading the book, the
teachers’ union had no grounds to win its grievance.

Larry Leverett, the state’s assistant commissioner of
urban education, who has a son in the school, had filed the
original complaint that led to the book’s removal. ‘I think
there needs to be a careful examination of all textbooks to
make sure they are bias-free,”” he said. Reported in: North
Jersey Herald & News, January 8.

Brooklyn, New York

Is Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, too conservative for a children’s
book depicting lesbian lifestyles? Members of Community
School Board 20 think so — especially when the book,
Heather Has Two Mommies, is on the optional reading list
for the city’s first-grade students. Board members voted to
remove Heather and two other books, Gloria Goes to Gay
Pride and Daddy’s Roommate, from the district’s curriculum.

The books were part of the New York City Board of
Education’s multicultural curriculum, designed to educate
children about different lifestyles and cultures. The board
says that while the curriculum is mandatory, the use of in-
dividual books suggested in it is optional. Still, said central
board representative Frank Sobrino, ‘‘there’s no skating
around the issue of sexual orientation. You can’t just say no,
we’re not going to talk about that.”” A district can opt not
to use specific titles, but if such a decision masks ‘‘an effort
to ban teaching a particular subject area that we require be-
ing discussed, you’re out of compliance.’’

Board 20 President Ellen McQuinn said that the board ob-
jected to words in the books that were *‘age inappropriate.”’’
Other board members agreed that the books were designed
for older children. ‘“We’re a conservative district,”” McQuinn
said. Reported in: Bay Ridge Paper, February 7-13.

Henrico County, Virginia
Prompted by a parent’s complaint, the Henrico County
School Board banned from county middle schools an award-
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winning video that advertises mystery and suspense books.
The 16-minute video, produced six years ago by several
Virginia school systems, includes pupils acting out
suspenseful scenes from ten books.

But a parent who objected to the video said the scenes are
too violent and could desensitize pupils to violence. One
scene discussed by the school board showed a man holding
a hypodermic needle and sneaking up on two small children
playing on a swing set. After a brief struggle, he carries the
unconscious children away.

A curriculum committee of parents and school officials
reviewed the video and a majority agreed with the complaint.
Allen G. Dorin, Jr., vice chair of the school board and a
committee member, said the video contained nothing dif-
ferent from what children see on television. However, con-
tinued use of the video could give the impression that the
school system condones violence, he said.

*“I’'m all in favor of anything that promotes reading, but
I’'m not in favor of anything that promotes specific books,”’
said board member Kay O. Sears.

Dave Cordes, a parent on the committee, said he voted
to keep the video. ““The violence was a bit objectionable,””
he said. ‘‘But, by golly, it’s hard to get middle school kids
to read, and I hate to take a tool away from the teachers.
The books in the video are constantly checked out.”’

No one complained about the books advertised in the video,
which include Where are the Children? by Mary Higgins
Clark; I Know What You Did Last Summer, by Lois
Duncan; and short story collections introduced by Alfred
Hitchcock. Reported in: Richmond News-Leader, January 10.

Hillsville, Virginia

An evangelist and others began in March to circulate peti-
tions demanding the firing of Marion Goldwasser, Carroll
County’s teacher of the year, because she used a novel they
deem obscene in two eleventh-grade English classes. The
group also picketed Carroll County High School and called
for the dismissal of all school officials connected with the
decision to use the book.

J.B. Lineberry, an evangelist, said a parent showed him
a copy -of The Floatplane Notebooks, by Clyde Edgerton.
The book was supplemental reading in an English class at-
tended by the man’s son. Lineberry objected to the book
because ‘‘it was wishy-washy’” and ‘‘could warp a child’s
mind.”’ In a particular, he objected to the book’s use of four-
letter words and to parts in which one of the characters loses
an arm and leg in Vietnam and worries vividly about the ef-
fect on his sex life.

Goldwasser said the novel is appropriate for the age,
maturity and ability of the two classes that used it. She said
the words used prompted a class lesson on appropriate
language. When the controversy broke, she added, the
students were given a chance to return the books. She said
none chose to do so.

““The teacher had talked to the kids about there was some
vulgar language in it,”” Principal Harold Golding said. ‘‘We
recognize that the book does have some words in it and it’1l
not be read again.’’ Golding said he had gotten complaints
from only two parents. As for his own view, he said, ‘I find
that the language is offensive, and there’s some strong
language on a few pages, and I understand it would be of-
fensive to some people.”’

Lineberry made the issue public through his twice weekly
radio broadcasts and by distributing to churches copies of
the six pages he found most offensive. He said a seventh
grade teacher was chastised for trying to bring Bible class
materials into school ‘‘and they have garbage like that. This
thing has went too far.”” Reported in: The Carroll News,
March 18; Roanoke Times & World-News, March 21.

Bainbridge Island, Washington

A school district committee voted unanimously January
16 to retain two books used at Commodore Middle School.
The historical novels were challenged as inappropriate by
three parents because of violence, sexual scenes and ‘‘lack
of family values.”

The books were The Honorable Prison, by Lyll Becerra
de Jenkins, used in sixth-grade classes, and Thousand Pieces
of Gold, by Ruthanne Lum McCunn, used in eighth-grade
classes.

The committee’s recommendation went to Superintendent
Bill Bleakney, who was expected to accept it. The parents
have the option of taking the challenge to the school board.
Reported in: Bremerton Sun, January 17; Bainbridge Review,
January 22.

Deer Park, Washington

A Deer Park parent complained to the school principal and
the Deer Park School Board in February that an African-
American poetry book used in his son’s elementary school
class contains a work that promotes devil worship. Joel
Edward Craig wants the book removed.

The poem, ‘‘The Mask,’’ by Dakari Kamaru Hru, is from
the children’s book Make a Joyful Sound, edited by Deborah
Slier, which contains works by renowned poets Langston
Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks and Eloise Greenfield. It was
used during an African mask art project for Black History
Month in a fourth-grade classroom at Arcadia Elementary
School. The poem reads, in part: ‘“When my mask is on my
face, my ancestors call my name. When my mask is on my
face, I know from whence I came. Though they are in the
spirit world, they guide me just the same.’’

‘I was appalled,’’ Craig said. ‘‘This is religious indoc-
trination. We in the Western world would refer to it as devil
worship.”” To Craig and other members of his church,
guidance from ancestral spirits smacks of so-called New Age
religion. Since the poet writes in the first person, the poem
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the school’s 2,000 students turned out for the rally on
December 13. Reported in: Idaho Press-Tribune,
December 20.

Elgin, Ilinois

Student journalists at Elgin Community College charged
in late February that a proposal to replace their bimonthly
newspaper, the Observer, with a magazine was a thinly veiled
attempt at censorship. The students charge that the ad-
ministration has tried to censor the 40-year-old paper in the
past and now wants to close it down. The paper recently an-
tagonized college administrators with stories on a gay group
and on an athlete who allegedly competed despite being
academically ineligible.

““Our rights are being violated,”’ said the Observer’s
editor-in-chief, David Hartley. ‘“Trying to shut us down is
the ultimate form of shutting us up.”’ Originally, officials
recommended that the paper cease publication last December,
shortly after faculty adviser Rick Clute was dismissed. But
after student editors protested, the paper was reinstated for
the remainder of tue academic year while plans for the new
magazine were studied.

““They just turned around and stabbed us in the back and
took away our paper and our adviser,’’ said Observer manag-
ing editor Dawn Beers. ‘‘They have no right to do that since
we are a student-run organization.”’

‘“The issue we’re looking at is why the format is being
changed without the [student] senate being informed and
without input from students’’ on the Observer staff, said
Michael Cain, president of the student senate. ‘“We’re try-
ing to come up with some kind of board policy or student
rights bill that would recognize student rights and prevent
this from happening in the future.”” Reported in: Barrington
Daily Herald, February 29; Chicago Tribune, March 4.

Tigard, Oregon

Editors of Hi-Spots, the Tigard High School student
newspaper, on January 31 filed suit against the school prin-
cipal, administrators and board members of the Tigard-
Tualatin School District, alleging that censorship of student
writing-violated their constitutional rights. The suit seeks to
prevent school officials from interfering in future publica-
tions. It also demands the revocation of disciplinary actions
against students involved in two disputed publications.

The controversy began when two students at the school,
Tom Jansen and Scott Barcik, sought contributions for and
published an underground paper called Low-Spots. Their
paper, which was printed and distributed off campus, got
the youths suspended from school, a punishment that was
later rescinded when they agreed to write ten-page papers
on the First Amendment.

The Hi-Spots editors got involved after they wrote an
editorial that expressed appreciation for the Low-Spots
‘“‘special opinion and angle.”” Before the editorial was

86

published, school officials told the students to revise it.
Instead of revising it, they removed it and filled the space
with type accusing school officials of censorship.

The suit was filed on behalf of seven students, including
Barcik, Jansen, and three editors of Hi-Spots. ‘“We have filed
this case because these students respectfully believe that their
censored publications, which are not obscene, libelous or
disruptive, are entitled to constitutional protection,” said
ACLU attorney Jonathon M. Hoffman.

Shortly after the suit was filed, the school board
unanimously adopted a new policy providing for ad-
ministrative review of Hi-Spots before it is printed. ‘“This
has been the district’s position all along, in response to
Hazelwood and the Oregon attorney general’s opinion giv-
ing us the right to govern district-sponsored publications.
That’s the basis for the new policy,’’ said Russ Joki, school
superintendent.

On February 14, the policy was implemented for the first
time. Shannon Kasten, the paper’s editor-in-chief and a plain-
tiff in the lawsuit, said one line was questioned in an
opinion column. The sentence called for students to let school
administrators know through letters to the editor, to ad-
ministrators, and through underground publications that
students valued freedom of speech. Kasten said she refused
a request to remove ‘‘underground publications’’ from the
sentence, and it was allowed to remain.

““I think this new policy is really restrictive and unconstitu-
tional. It’s taking [administrative authority] to an unnecessary
extreme. I hope it doesn’t last long. The new policy puts
everybody in an uncomfortable situation. It’s not working
very smoothly,”” Kasten said. Reported in: Portland
Oregonian, January 26, February 1; Tualatin Times,
February 20.

Parkersburg, West Virginia

A charge of obscenity was leveled at the Parkersburg High
School newspaper, The Journal, during a Board of Educa-
tion meeting February 25. The Rev. Clay Sloan passed out
copies of the December 13 issue to board members and ad-
ministrators and asked if they were aware of its content. He
objected to an editorial opposing censorship, which featured
a drawing of a nude man and a nude woman with *“censored”’
labels on their bodies, a story on distribution of condoms
for AIDS prevention, and an article on religious
discrimination.

““Were you aware of it?”’ Sloan asked. ‘‘If you were, do
you think this is the type of thing we should be encouraging
in the school system?’’

Assistant Superintendent Bill Gainer said he could not com-
ment on the paper’s content. He told Sloan he should have
contacted the school’s principal or the paper’s faculty adviser.

Frieda Owen, Wood County language arts supervisor for
secondary schools, defended the paper’s content. “‘I have
read these articles and they are not obscene,’’ she said.
““They merely represent a difference of opinion.”” Owen
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—from the bench—

U.S. Supreme Court

The Supreme Court March 2 refused to allow the federal
government to ban ‘‘indecent’’ radio and television broad-
casts, letting stand an appeals court ruling that such a blanket
prohibition violates freedom of speech. The court, with
Justices Byron R. White and Sandra Day O’Connor dissen-
ting, rebuffed a Bush administration request to reinstate the
round-the-clock ban on indecent broadcasts, an issue the ad-
ministration said is ‘‘of concern to virtually every American
household.”’

The administration said the prohibition, required under
legislation sponsored in 1988 by Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC),
is necessary to shield children from exposure to such material
and to protect the privacy of unsuspecting adult listeners.
Broadcasters have contended an absolute ban on indecent
material would deter innovative news and dramatic program-
ming by stations worried about running afoul of the vaguely
worded ban.

The issue now returns to the Federal Communications
Commission to decide what hours to allow the broadcast of
‘“‘indecent’’ material, programming that is not legally obscene
but that contains *‘patently offensive’’ descriptions of ‘‘sex-
ual or excretory activities or organs.’” As the case has gone
through the courts, the FCC has allowed the broadcast of
such material between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m.

The high court’s refusal to hear the case, Federal Com-
munications Commission v. Action for Children’s Television,
was surprising, since it involved an appeals court decision
finding an act of Congress unconstitutional. Justice Clarence
Thomas, who served on the appellate panel that voted
unanimously to strike down the ban, did not participate in
the vote. The votes of four justices are required for the court
to hear a case.

20

Timothy B. Dyk, the lawyer for the broadcasters and others
who challenged the ban, said the case was ‘‘about broad-
casters being able to put on things like news programming
and original drama and movies without having to worry that
they might step over a line and the five commissioners in
Washington would say, ‘Goodness, we’ve looked at that and
we think it’s indecent.’ There’s a real problem there of self-
censorship if you have to operate 24 hours a day under that
kind of regime.’’ Reported in: Washington Post, March 3.

libraries

Little Rock, Arkansas

A Berryville school librarian should have fought harder
against censorship if she wanted help from the courts, the
Arkansas Court of Appeals ruled December 26. Pamela
Moore asked the state Labor Department for unemployment
benefits, saying she was pressured to resign after a censor-
ship dispute over Stephen King’s novel Cujo.

In 1988, during Moore’s second year as a librarian, a prin-
cipal “‘concerned about obscene language’” demanded that
Cujo be immediately removed from library shelves, although
according to district officials, ‘‘he had no authority to re-
quire the book be removed.”’

The school superintendent intervened and told the librarian
to set up a review committee, which decided the book should
stay. ‘“Ms. Moore testified that a few days later she was
unexpectedly called into the superintendent’s office for a
meeting with him and the high school principal, where she
was told they respected her opinion but that, if she followed
the committee’s recommendation, ‘they would accept {her]
resignation.’”” Moore told the court that because she thought
her job was in jeopardy she did not place the book back in
the library.

Moore was eventually offered a new contract by a divided
school board, but it put restrictions on her job and, she
charged, the censorship issue arose ‘‘at almost every con-
versation with the administration.”” So she resigned.

The Labor Department turned down Moore’s request for
unemployment benefits, holding that ‘‘Moore’s failure to at-
tempt to resolve an unsatisfactory work situation through
available channels, i.e., going to the school board with her
concerns prior to quitting, precluded a determination of good
cause.”” The appeals court agreed. Reported in: Harrison
Daily Times, January 13.

San Francisco, California

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit announced
January 24 that it would not reconsider a ruling permitting
a Holocaust revisionist to sue a rabbi and two Jewish groups
for allegedly having his exhibit ousted from a 1984 library
conference in Los Angeles. The decision not to have the case
of McCalden v. California Library Association reheard by
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