






































minority, Montgomery attorney Tom Parker said there was
a “‘possibility that some will slip through that should not be
bought with taxpayers’ dollars.”’

Of the books considered, nine were rejected by the com-
mittee. Ten others were challenged by the dissenters. The
dissenting group, which included Eagle Forum education
liaison Joan Kendall of Birmingham, objected to portions of
several textbooks because of information they included about
homosexuality, AIDS, birth control, meditation techniques
of Asian religions, and suicide. Kendall was among several
‘people who earlier had pushed for the adoption of Of
Pandas and People, a science text that contained informa-
tion about creationism, called ‘‘intelligent design’’ in the
book.

Among the objections outlined by the dissenters were the
following:

¢ The teacher’s edition for Creative Living, a home
economics textbook that received the committee’s endorse-
ment by one vote, contained information about suicide that
could lead students to try it themselves.

® Five health education textbooks for secondary students
drew fire from the group because they ‘‘either fail to give
the failure rates of contraceptives or understate the failure
rates. The major concern with these proposed textbooks is
that they would give students a false sense of security about
sex with contraceptives.’’

e Three textbooks for secondary students were deemed
unacceptable by the minority because they allegedly advocate
Eastern religious practices such as transcendental meditation
and yoga. The group charged that these religious themes
violated the principle of separation of church and state.

® Married and Single Life, a home economics text, was
deemed unacceptable because it *‘tries to present homosex-
uality in a favorable light by using misleading statements.”’
Among the assertions the group objected to was a statement
that homosexuals differ from heterosexuals only in sexual
preference. ‘‘The promiscuity that goes with homosexuality
differs vastly from that of heterosexuals (prostitutes
excluded),”’ the group said. The report also criticized the
book for portraying homosexuals as law-abiding in a state
where sodomy is against the law.

Debbie Ward of Decatur, the lone gubernatorial appointee
not in the dissenting group, said local school systems could
further screen out books and materials they found inap-
propriate. ‘“‘My understanding is that we’re supposed to
screen books that don’t meet [state] curriculum guidelines,”’
she said. ‘“We screen to a point and let the local systems
screen further.”

‘It would be great if we could put together the perfect
textbook,’” Ward added, noting that the books to which the
minority objected were imperfect but not fatally flawed. ‘‘But
it would be a shame to withhold education. It could save
lives.’” Reported in: Montgomery Advertiser, November 9.
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Fairbanks, Alaska

The nation-wide controversy over the Impressions reading
series has spread to Alaska. In October, Mike Baker pulled
his fifth grade daughter out of Badger Road Elementary
School after examining Thread the Needle, one of the books
in the series. Soon after, about ten people called the Fair-
banks school district curriculum office with questions about
the books. Debbie Hall, president of the Fairbanks Council
of PTAs, said she also had received about fifty calls regar-
ding the books in one week.

As a result, the district placed all of the Impressions books,
plus other materials recently adopted as part of a new
language arts curriculum, on display at district offices.

Baker said he would pursue a formal review of the books,
but didn’t want to wait for that to take his daughter out of
school. He said his wife learned of possible problems with
the books at a Bible study meeting. Then the couple received
a copy of the September 17, 1990, issue of Citizen, a publica-
tion of the Christian organization Focus on the Family, a
conservative lobbying group headed by psychologist James
Dobson, who was a member of the Meese Commission on
Pornography. Books by Dobson advocating corporal punish-
ment were removed from the Mankato, Minnesota, schools
last fall (see Newsletter, November 1990, p. 209). The
magazine cover story was ‘‘Nightmarish Textbooks Await
Your Kids — Concerned parents say Impressions’ violent
and occultic content torments even happy, well-adjusted
children.”’ District officials said that all callers who com-
plained about the books quoted from the article.

Impressions has been under fire since 1987, primarily in
western states, where it was first marketed in the U.S. after
being sold in Canada since 1984. Initial hostility to the series
included criticism of its alleged ‘‘Canadianisms,’” but the
controversy shifted after the publisher, Harcourt Brace &
Jovanovich, released a U.S. edition. In California, Impres-
sions has been the object of censorship efforts in at least
twenty school districts. The series ‘‘topped the list of
materials most frequently attacked’’ last year in schools
across the country, according to the annual report on school
book challenges issued by People for the American Way (see
Newsletter, November 1990, p. 201). The series also has
been the target of protests in Georgia, Illinois, New Mexico
and other states (see below).

Robert Hess, editor of Citizen, said the controversy ‘‘is
not an issue of censorship. It’s an issue of selection of cur-
riculum.”” Although he acknowledged that objectionable
material in the readers may only amount to five percent of
their content, Hess added, ‘“You find a pattern of darker
themes’’ that includes witchcraft and fear.

Hess said the seven-page article in Citizen about Impres-
sions was the opening shot of a campaign. ‘‘Parents haven’t
been involved in the past, and this is what has slipped in under
their noses,’” he said.

According to Anson Franklin, vice president at Harcourt
Brace, Impressions is used in more than 1,200 schools in
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optional reading lists in Clay County schools because of two
words. Some parents complained to Clay County School
Board officials that the book uses the word ““bitch’’ to refer
to a female dog, as well as the word ‘‘damn.’” At the same
time, another children’s book, Abel’s Island, was removed
from the list because of references to drinking wine.

Supervisor of elementary curriculum Dawn Wilson said
Assistant Superintendent Ben Wrotham, with approval from
Superintendent Ann Wiggins, pulled My Friend Flicka after
a parent filed a formal complaint. He said the book contains
‘‘damn’’ twice and *‘bitch’’ once. Other informal complaints
came from parents at three of the district’s fifteen elemen-
tary schools.

Administrators pulled Abel’s Island on their own initiative,
after determining that its mention of drinking wine went
against the district’s substance abuse policy. The objec-
tionable passage reads: ‘‘At home he had to drink some wine
to dispel the chill in his bones. He drank large draughts of
his wine and ran about everywhere like a wild animal,
shouting and yodeling.”’

The books were discussed at an October 15 board meeting,
but no vote was taken. ‘‘I think it’s a little bit of a knee-jerk
reaction,’’ commented board Chair John Thrasher. ‘‘You
have to be cognizant of community standards, and we all
want to do this, but we also want to make sure we’re not
overreacting.”” He said that both books would still be
available in school libraries. Reported in: Orlando Sentinel,
October 26.

Atlanta, Georgia

Cheered by appreciative fundamentalists, Georgia’s state
textbook committee on September 26 rejected the controver-
sial Impressions reading series. The 13-8 vote not to include
the series on a state list of approved textbooks virtually
assured that it will be used in few, if any, Georgia public
schools. Schools can use books not on the approved state
list but must pay for them with local funds, a practical im-
possibility for most school systems. The state Board of
Education has final say over the committee’s
recommendation.

The series has been dogged by complaints that it dwells
on witches, ghouls and New Age ideas. In Georgia, parents
allied with the conservative Christian group Family Con-
cerns, and armed with a point-by-point guideline on how to
fight the series, published in Focus on the Family’s Citizen
magazine, were quick to tell the committee which lines
offended them and which pages to turn to for viewing ob-
jectionable material, although most had not even seen the
books themselves.

‘I do feel like the special interest people influenced the
textbook selection process,’” said committee member Lynne
Donehoo. With complaints about the series suddenly assum-
ing a high profile in Georgia, several committee members
said the panel found itself examining the books with a new
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approach, zeroing in on potentially objectionable pictures and
passages, and looking at them in the worst possible light.

Selections ranging from Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Lirtle
House on the Prairie, to speeches by Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., both of which appear in the books, got little attention
as the committee focused on witches, child abandonment,
chants and ‘‘scary’’ pictures.

Sharon A. Cernogorsky, a teacher from Thomasville,
characterized Impressions as the most scrutinized textbook
series in Georgia. ‘‘This was not something we took light-
ly,”” she said. But Pat Turner, an assistant principal from
Americus, commented, ‘‘In some ways, I'd say we just went
through a witch hunt.”” Reported in: Atlanta Constitution,
September 27.

Wheaton, Illinois

More than three hundred Wheaton parents descended on
a school board meeting November 7 to urge the board to
abandon the use of reading textbooks they charge deal in the
occult and amoral behavior. ‘‘These are terrible, gory stories.
They have nothing to do with real life, and I know they would
give my children nightmares,’” said parent Linda Jandeska.

The books, part of the controversial Impressions reading
series, are supplementary and were adopted by the board in
February, 1988, for a new language arts curriculum. Parents
complained that somé of the stories in the series focus on
fantasy and folklore and refer to witches, ghouls and other
things that could be frightening. ‘‘Part of the issue here is
trust,”” parent Martha Iler told the board. ‘“We trust you with
our children for six hours a day. We feel that trust has been
violated.”’

Eighteen parents spoke at the meeting, many quoting
passages from stories in the Impressions series. Some wanted
the board to develop a citizen committee to review the series;
most demanded its removal. None of the residents who
addressed the board said their children were negatively
affected by the stories; in fact, none of the speakers men-
tioned whether their children actually had read any portion
of the series. That didn’t matter to some. ‘‘Garbage in, gar-
bage out, so let’s try to get another textbook,’’ concluded
Becky Fisher.

Responding to the criticism on behalf of a committee of
teachers that recommended Impressions, Gayle Galloway
said the readers contain ‘‘many, many wonderful stories.”’
She said that none of the controversial stories had been used
in district classes. ‘“We all agreed that in selecting stories
for use with children we would not choose to use every story
or poem. The books are not meant to be used in their
entirety.’’

The outcry was fueled by a story in Citizen, a magazine
distributed by Focus on the Family, a conservative lobby-
ing group headed by psychologist James Dobson. According
to Maud Hall, assistant superintendent for instruction, the
books faced no objections until immediately after publica-
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KABC in Los Angeles and other stations on the grounds that
they do not accept ‘‘advocacy advertising.”” Producers of
the ad charged that they were denied access to the airwaves
for their viewpoint by stations that regularly air advocacy
positions in commercials for political candidates.

The ad was produced by Neighbor to Neighbor, a San
Francisco-based political advocacy group, in conjunction
with several Jesuit organizations and the Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador. Denise Bergez,
media director for Neighbor to Neighbor, said all of the net-
work affiliates in Los Angeles, New York and Washington
rejected the ad. It was accepted by network affiliates in
Sacramento and San Diego and by stations in Pennsylvania,
New Hampshire, Oregon, and other states. A total of 13 sta-
tions accepted the ad, she said, while 23 rejected it.

“WNBC in New York turned us down because they said
we couldn’t prove that the Salvadoran military killed the
Jesuit priests, when even their own government has accused
them of doing it,”” Bergez said. ‘‘Another station’s lawyer
said, ‘“We can’t take this — there are corpses in this ad,’
even though the shot that we used — the Jesuits’ bodies ly-
ing together — had appeared regularly on the evening news.
The lines that the stations are drawing seem completely
arbitrary to us. It looks like people with a different point of
view on a controversial issue are being unfairly shut out of
getting that point of view on the air.”

Although WNBC recently began accepting advocacy ads
‘‘on a case-by-case’’ basis, David Vacheron, manager of
broadcast standards and licensing administration at the sta-
tion, said that the El Salvador ad was rejected because the
producers did not provide the station with sufficient evidence
to support the claims in the ad.

““They gave us articles where the president of El Salvador
purportedly admitted the military was involved in the death
of the Jesuits,’” he said. ‘‘But the case was never solved in
court, and nobody was ever found guilty.”’

‘“‘We furnished them with Congressional reports and Con-
gressional testimony saying that the military in El Salvador
is clearly implicated in the killing of the priests,”” Bergez
responded. ‘‘It’s ridiculous to hold the commercial to the
standard that the soldiers have to have been convicted — the
whole problem is that they haven’t been convicted.”
Reported in: Los Angeles Times, October 8.

art

Fresno, California

Heather Capps’ artwork was back on display October 9
at the Fresno District Fair — six days after it was put in a
closet for being dangerous and offensive.

The Sierra High senior won a first prize for her sculpture
of a fetus in a trash can, entitled ‘‘A Factor of Abortion,”’
but the piece was removed from display in the Junior
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Exhibits building October 3. Six days later, it was placed
back on display in the art building, along with the work of
adult artists.

*‘I feel I compromised somewhat,’’ the artist said. ‘“This
is my age group. I feel like an outcast, like I’ve done
something wrong.’’ Ironically, a graffiti-splattered painting
with the message ‘‘censorship sucks’’ remained on display
near where Capps’ graphic sculpture once stood.

Censorship was a word Jan Suydam, junior exhibits
superintendent, heard a lot after reporters learned of the
display’s removal. Suydam said she removed the piece for
safety reasons and because it offended some fair-goers. She
said she received about 20 complaints the first day.

*‘I’ve asked young people, both boys and girls, and adults
for their immediate reactions,”” Suydam said. ‘‘Some said
it was disgusting, shocking, some were angered, some were
repulsed. Even some of her friends were taken aback. I
believe it does not have a place here.”’

Suydam added that sharp pieces of exposed metal pulled
away to expose the fetus could have injured a small child
looking too closely into the trash can. Suydam said in past
years she had pulled other metal projects from display for
safety reasons.

‘“The purpose of the fair is to showcase the talents of our
children, not to air political statements,”” she added. ‘‘Peo-
ple enjoy these shows, seeing what the young people are
doing. We don’t want them to be offended.’’ Reported in:
Fresno Bee, October 9.

Tampa, Florida

Emotions ran high over the removal in late October of
seven provocative photographs from a student display at the
University of South Florida. The photographs, by junior
photography student Mark Wemple, included several images
of a couple, seemingly nude but wrapped in an American
flag, posed in sexual positions. Two photographs showed the
woman alone, bound with a whip and blindfolded, the word
“‘liberty’’ written across her bare chest. Wemple said he in-
tended the photos as a symbolic commentary on censorship,
sexuality and politics, and as an homage to free speech.

Some faculty and students, however, saw the pictures as
yet another careless parade of images abusing women. Their
protests, along with mounting concerns about the location
of the display in a public hallway, led acting art department
chair Bruce Marsh to take the photos down. Marsh said he
was simply acting to protect people who didn’t want to come
upon the photos unaware and to channel discussion of the
issue into a public symposium. Wemple and others disagreed,
charging censorship.

‘‘We have heard your voice of criticism,’’ said one graf-
fiti message written on the wall from which the photos were
removed. “‘Don’t try to take away our voice of expression.”’

““You are allowed to speak out against violence,’’ read
another message, ‘‘but pulling the prints is not speaking out,
it is censorship.’’
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