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The heaviest bombing and most awesome aerial war ever seen in the Americas 
topped the list of under-reported news stories of 1985 according to a national panel 
of media critics. Project Censored, a national media research project now in its 
tenth year, locates stories about significant issues which are not widely reported by 
the national news media. Project Director Carl Jensen, professor of Communica
tion Studies at Sonoma State University, California, said, "While the U.S. press 
covered every possible angle of Coca Cola's formula change last year, it totally fail
ed to report an extraordinary secret aerial war being waged against the civilian 
population in El Salvador.'' 

Following are the top ten "censored" stories of 1985: 
1. Fierce Aerial War in El Salvador. The intense bombing of noncombatant 

civilians, supervised by the U.S. Department of Defense, is reportedly responsible 
for most of El Salvador's 500,000 internal refugees and for many of the 750,000 
refugees outside the country's borders. 

2. Military Toxic Wastes. Each year the military generates more than half a 
million tons of hazardous waste, including radioactive wastes, chemical solvents, 
and leaking nerve gas rockets, and the military is not subject to Environmental Pro
tection Agency regulations which monitor industrial waste procedures. 

3. Ten Years of Genocide in East Timor. Amnesty International reported that it is 
now estimated that up to 200,000 East Timorese, a third of the population, have 
died as a result of Indonesian policies in the region. This tragedy, conducted with 
U.S.-supplied arms, has been unreported by the American press since it started in 
1975. 

4. The Reagan Revolution: Liberty Under Siege. In 1985, the Reagan administra
tion quietly but effectively continued to expand the power of the presidency by ap
plying cost-benefit principles to government which undermine the power of the law, 
the courts, the Congress, and the people. The "Reagan Autocracy" was strengthen
ed in 1985 by Executive Order 12498 which gave the White House power to review, 
control, approve, or suppress any agency activity that may result in any rule-making 
proceedings. 
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torm continues around 
,Jorn commission 

The final report of the Attorney General's Commis
sion on Pornography, often referred to as the Meese 
Commission, was scheduled for release in July, but even 
as the panel held its final meetings in early May, the 
controversy surrounding its deliberations mounted. As 
draft reports and working papers became available, 
critics stepped up attacks on the validity of the body's 
methodology and conclusions. They were joined in part 
by at least two members of the commission itself, who 
issued a sharp dissent to the final report. Other commis
sioners also began to talk publicly about their concern 
that the report was being hurriedly and sloppily re
searched and written. 

There was evidence, moreover, that the panel's 
recommendations may already be affecting what 
Americans see and read. On May 16, Penthouse 
magazine filed suit in Federal District Court in New 
York charging the commission with "intimidation and 
coercion" aimed at stores that sell the magazine. Three 
days later, Playboy magazine, the American Booksellers 
Association, and the Council for Periodical Distributors 
Associations announced the filing of a similar suit in 
Washington, D. C., against the commission and At
torney General Edwin Meese Ill, charging that the panel 
was illegally attempting to suppress sexually explicit 
books and magazines. 

The lawsuits were prompted by a letter sent by the 
commission in February to several large companies, in
cluding major booksellers and drugstore chains, re
porting allegations to the commission that firms receiv
ing the letter were involved in "the sale or distribution 
of pornography." The letter said !hat the commission's 
final report would make note of "identified 
distributors" and asked the companies to respond to the 
charges. The Jetter informed the companies that 
"failure to respond will necessarily be accepted as an in
dication of no objection" to being identified as a 
distributor of pornography in the commission's report. 
In sending the letters, the commission used a list compil
ed by the Rev. Donald Wildmon, head of the National 
Federation for Decency. 

One of the companies on the list was Southland Cor
poration, parent company of 7-Eleven convenience 
stores, which announced in April that it would stop sell
ing Playboy, Penthouse and Forum magazines (see page 
122). Southland executives denied that the letter had af
fected their decision, but said they were influenced by 
testimony presented to the panel linking pornography 
and violence. Within weeks, three large drug store 
chains announced that they would also stop selling 
Playboy. 
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At a press conference announcing the suit, Penthouse 
publisher Bob Guccione called the com~ission's actions 
"intellectual terrorism." Flanked by Harvard law pro
fessor Alan Dershowitz and civil liberties lawyer Arnold 
Forster, Guccione said the magazine will "pursue every 
legal remedy at its disposal to end this insidious form of 
censorship," He said the commission's letter "brings 
back dark memories of the role of Sen. Joseph McCar
thy's committee pressuring motion picture and TV com
panies into refusing to hire blacklisted writers and 
artists." 

In a telegram to Meese and members of the commis
sion, Guccione wrote, "It is unconstitutional-not to 
mention un-American-for the Attorney General or his 
Commission, to pressure private citizens into 
blacklisting magazines which are protected under the 
First Amendment. Every court which has considered the 
issue has decided that Penthouse, Playboy and Forum 
magazines are not obscene and are protected by the First 
Amendment. Yet the Justice Department-the pro
secutorial arm of the United States Government-has 
threatened to include stores which sell these magazines 
on an Attorney General's list as 'identified distributors' 
of pornography." 

The Penthouse lawsuit charged the Meese Commis
sion with establishing a "blacklist" of distributors. 
Penthouse alleged that the "act of sending the letter 
threatening distributors of Penthouse and Forum 
magazines with inclusion on such a list constitutes an 
unlawful and unconstitutional action." The 
Playboy/ ABA! CPDA suit also sought an end to 
distribution of the commission's list and asked the com
mission to withdraw the letter and advise the companies 
which received it that the commission did not consider 
Playboy to be obscene or unlawful. "The commission 
has deliberately set about to censor and achieve the sup
pression of publications it deems objectionable, though 
lawful, and has succeeded in its aim," the suit charged. 

Christie Hefner, president of Playboy Enterprises, 
said in a statement that the letter "was threatening in 
tone, and undoubtedly intimidated those who received 
it, coming as it did from the chief prosecutorial arm of 
the U.S. Government." 

ACLU wins on disclosure 
On February 23, the American Civil Liberties Union 

issued a blistering thirty-page report, prepared by its 
legislative counsel, Barry W. Lynn, on the basis of 
working papers and documents released by the commis
sion, which charged that procedures used by the panel 
were "so intellectually indefensible" as to "taint the in
tegrity and credibility of any final recommendations" 
(see Newsletter, May 1986, p. 73). Five days after 
release of that report, the commission;s executive direc-
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tor, Alan Sears, told panel members that the commis
sion's documents would no longer be released to the 
public. In early April, the ACLU filed suit, accusing the 
commission of violating the requirements of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, which mandates disclosure of 
internal documents. On April 10, the ACLU announced 
that the Justice Department had agreed to release to the 
public all drafts and working papers of the commission. 

Hence, when the commission held its final scheduled 
meetings April 29-May 2, its working papers and 
deliberations were public. At those sessions, the com
mission narrowly defeated several staff recommenda
tions which the "ACLU had called "so draconian that 
they risk returning America to the sexual dark ages." 
Referring to a draft report submitted to the commission 
by its executive director, Lynn commented, "It is little 
wonder that the commission tried to withhold these 
documents. They are riddled with factual errors, 
preposterous legal theories, undocumented allegations 
and unwarranted hysterics about the effects of sexually 
explicit material on viewers and readers." 

sex-spy network? 
Among the staff proposals apparently rejected by the 

commission was one calling for the formation of 
"citizen action groups" which would monitor 
newsstands, convenience stores, video stores, cable net
works and other outlets. These groups would also be 
called on to monitor judges through a "court watch" 
program. Lynn called the proposal "a manifesto for a 
public sex-spy network" that would "deputize citizen
zealots onto frightening every merchant and media 
outlet into adopting their view of sexual morality." 

By narrow 6-5 margins, the commission also defeated 
a recommendation to seek regulation of movies with 
sexually explicit themes on cable television and voted 
not to urge obscenity prosecution of authors and 
publishers of books that are sexually explicit, as long as 
they do not contain sexually explicit pictures or focus on 
sexual abuse of children. 

pornography, violence linked 
Still, portions of the draft report which became 

available in mid-May concluded that most pornography 
sold in the United States is potentially harmful and can 
lead to violence. In a 211-page introduction, the com
mission urged action against the pornography industry, 
including more severe penalties for violation of ob
scenity laws. The report and a 26-page list of recommen
dations found that exposure to most pornography 
''bears some causal relationship to the level of sexual 
aggression." 

The commission placed violent pornography, in
cluding depictions of rape and sado-masochism, in a 
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separate, significantly more harmful category. "We 
have reached the conclusion, unanimously and con
fidently, that the available evidence strongly supports 
the hypothesis that substantial exposure to sexually 
violent materials as described here bears a causal rela
tionship to antisocial acts of sexual violence and, for 
some subgroups, possibly to unlawful acts of sexual 
violence," the draft said. The commission cautioned, 
however, that its attitude toward violent pornography 
"does not mean that we have concluded that the 
evidence is sufficient to justify government prohibition 
of materials that both meet that description and are not 
legally obscene." 

In its list of recommendations, the commission called 
for consideration of a federal law requiring a man
datory one-year prison sentence for anyone convicted a 
second time on federal obscenity charges. It also made 
the following suggestions: 

• Legislation should be approved permitting pro
secutors to seize money and other assets gained through 
violation of federal obscenity laws. 

• State and local officials should use laws against 
pandering to prosecute people involved in distribution 
of obscene material. 

• The Federal Communications Commission should 
use its full regulatory powers against "obscene dial-a
porn telephone services." 

• Labor law should be rewritten to make it an unfair 
business practice for an employer to hire people to par
ticipate in commercial sexual performances. 

• The Justice Department should create an obscenity 
task force to focus on prosecution. 

• Congress should adopt a federal law prohibiting the 
use of performers under the age of 21 in "certain sexual
ly explicit visual depictions." 

• State judges should be permitted to impose a 
sentence of lifetime probation for convicted child 
pornographers. 

The commission found "striking underenforcement" 
of laws involving pornography and called for renewed 
efforts to curb the sale of obscene material. "The 
evidence is unquestionable that with few exceptions the 
obscenity laws that are on the books go unenforced,'' 
the report said. "Cities as large as Miami, Florida, and 
Buffalo, New York, had but one police officer assigned 
to enforcement of the obscenity laws." The report 
singled out New York City for criticism, charging that 
the city "will not take action against establishments 
violating the New York obscenity laws unless there is a 
specific complaint, and even then prosecution is virtual
ly nonexistent.'' 

(continued on page 137) 
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AAParagraphs 

Buckley speaks out 

In last month's AAParagraphs, the Newsletter 
published statements by four noted authors, John Irv
ing, Susan Isaac, William Kennedy and John Updike, 
which were forwarded by the Association of American 
Publishers to the Attorney General's Commission on 
Pornography. The authors spoke with eloquence of 
their fears that a crackdown on "pornography" might 
have a "chilling effect" on literary creation. AAP also 
sent the commission a fifth letter, by noted conserva
tive commentator and novelist William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Buckley's letter was based on a response he sends 
readers who inquire why he includes erotic passages in 
some of his espionage novels and why his hero, Black
! ord Oakes, is sexually active. The following is the text 
of Buckley's letter as submitted by AAP to the 
commission. 

A half-dozen times a year since 1976 and the publica
tion of Saving the Queen I receive reproachful letters 
bearing on the sexual promiscuity of Blackford Oakes. I 
have answered these; but after a year or two it occurred 
to me that always the same basic questions were being 
posed, and correspondingly answered. I decided for that 
reason to write out my answers to the generic questions 
raised, I cannot claim for them that they will persuade 
my critics, only that they are sincerely set down in an ef
fort to clarify. And I add, with regret, that I cannot 
undertake to say more than is here set down. 

Why do you introduce sex in your novels? 
Because sex is in our time treated as a public and 

publicized feature of modern life. A generation or two 
back it was otherwise. Not so any more. A novel that 
shrinks from treating concerns almost universally 
treated in modern fiction tends to lose credibility. 

But even if that is so, why do you sometimes deal 
erotically with sex? 

Most sexual encounters are (and indeed should be by 
their nature) erotic. A writer's challenge is to attempt to 
communicate feelings that inhere in sexual attraction 
and sexual behavior. It is as much the writer's respon
sibility to communicate the feel of lust in sexual union 
as the feel of fright in combat. 

Aren't you actually engaged in trying to please the 
publisher and make money? 

If you don't please the publisher, you don't get 
published. I have written twenty-three books, only 
seven of them novels. In the other fourteen, sex does not 
figure. The two books I have written which have sold 
most copies are non-fiction. Anyone who buys a 
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Blackford Oakes novel when primarily in search of sex 
will feel sorely cheated. 

But aren't you on record as opposing pornography? 
Yes, and I reiterate my opposition to pornography. 

But I distinguish between pornography and eroticism. 
The latter is natural, the former unnatural. Sexual at
traction is described with a candid knowledge of the 
factor of lubricity. Sexual union as described por
nographically is a corruption of eroticism. There are 
great erotic poets, no great pornographic poets. 

Don't you acknowledge that illicit sex is just 
that-illicit? 

I do. And so label it in situations where it becomes 
relevant to recite my credenda. I do not do so in books 
in which it would be intrusive to do so. That rule applies 
to my treatment of other sins, including gluttony, pride, 
sacrilege, sloth, anger, and despair. 

How do you reconcile Blackford Oakes' explicit 
commitment to Christianity and his sexual behavior? 

Blackford Oakes behaves before his marriage much 
as most members of his class and generation behave 
before their marriage. How such behavior is finally in
corporated in the Christian life is as puzzling to 
moralists now as it has been through recorded history 
including biblical history, where illicit sexual activity is 
probably the most commonplace sin. Oakes is a 
paragon in many respects: looks, education, in
telligence, patriotism. His sins are of the flesh, no less 
sinful for that reason, but no more surprising than the 
dismaying fact that we are all sinners. And I am trying 
to write about real people. 

library commission report on 
censorship pressures 

In March, the U.S. National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS) released a 
68-page report to the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Ap
propriations for the Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education and Related Agencies 
entitled Censorship Activities in Public and Public 
School Libraries. 

The report was prepared in response to a request by 
the subcommittee to the commission for such a study. 
Due to limited resources, however, NCLIS did not con
duct original research in preparing its report. Instead, 
the report was based on a systematic reading of the 
Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom for the period under 
review, and on the results of previous surveys commis
sioned and/or conducted .by the American Library 
Association, the Association of American Publishers 
and the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development in 1980 and by the Ame·rican Civil Liber-
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ties Union in four southern states in 1985. As a result, 
the report offered no data new to readers of the 
Newsletter. 

On the basis of this review of the existing literature, 
however, the report reached several by no means unim
portant conclusions. These were that: 

• After a decrease between 1975 and 1979, attempts 
to remove,.. restrict, or alter materials in the collections 
of public and school libraries increased, reaching a peak 
in 1982. Since 1983, the numbers have remained roughly 
constant, although at a level higher than at any time 
since 1975. 

• Only about fifteen percent of the attempts to 
remove library materials are reported in the media. 

• All regions of the country reported challenges and 
the challenges were reported by locales of all sizes. 

• A substantial body of law is being created about 
public school library censorship cases, but no such body 
of law exists for public library censorship cases. 

• The number of challenges was higher for public 
school libraries than for public libraries consistently 
across the decade. 

• Challenged publications included materials for all 
grade levels and a wide range of types of publications. 

WLA censures Racine schools 

On May 15, Jane Robbins-Carter, President of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, wrote the Board of 
Education of the Racine Unified School District to in
form it that "based upon a careful and fully
documented inquiry," the Board of the Wisconsin 
Library Association had unanimously adopted a resolu
tion of censure of the Racine Unified School District. 
Robbins-Carter wrote that the censure was "due to the 
conflict between the policies and practices of the District 
as they relate to library materials selection and purchase 
and the principles of intellectual freedom as supported 
by the Library Bill of Rights of the American Library 
Association.'' 

Among the changes listed in the resolution of censure 
were that "the Racine Unified School District has ex
hibited a pattern of censorship and attempted censor
ship of library materials." The resolution charged that 
the district's selection policy "encourages censorship by 
granting the Instructional Materials Center Director the 
authority to delete orders for library materials 'not in 
keeping with the standards of the selection policy;' " 
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• Public school library materials were challenged 
more often than classroom materials. 

• Challenged materials in public libraries were usually 
retained, but in school libraries they were usually 
restricted, altered, or removed. 

• While the 1980 national study [by AAP, ALA, and 
ASCD] results indicated that formal written policies do 
affect the outcome of challenges, for school libraries 
responding from the four states surveyed [in 1985 by the 
ACLU], there appeared to be no clear relationship be
tween adoption of formal written policy and retention 
of challenged material. 

• Challenges to materials in public libraries almost 
always came from individuals and not groups. 

• Libraries are developing more effective strategies to 
deal with censorship attempts. 

• There exists little or no data regarding society's 
response to censorship attempts involving public and 
school libraries. 

The report also included a list of challenged materials 
taken from the 1980 ALA/ AAP I ASCD survey and a 
twenty-page annotated bibliography of works related to 
censorship in public and public school libraries. 

enumerates "vague and subjective criteria" for selec
tion, including the statement that "requests for 
materials of a highly controversial nature should be 
referred to the public library, local bookstores or 
newsstands;" and "provides for a 'restricted category' 
of library materials in direct conflict with the Library 
Bill of Rights," including restrictions based on criteria 
such as "material that is pervasively vulgar or 
obscene,'' ''material that may cause psychological harm 
to children" and "material that is a threat to school 
discipline or to an interest comparable to school 
discipline.'' 

Robbins-Carter informed the board that "the censure 
will remain in effect until such time as the Board of 
Education adopts a revised Library Materials Selection 
and Purchase Policy which adequately addresses the 
limitations identified in the censure resolution and 
assures that students in the Racine schools will have ac
cess to materials provided to support their interests, in
formational needs and enlightment.'' Reported by 
Wisconsin Library Association. 
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global ed under fire 
Parents in several Colorado school districts have 

raised a storm of protest over social studies materials 
they believe belittle American values. The campaign a
gainst the materials, sparked by a paper that originated 
with two federal education officials in Denver, has 
fueled controversy among educators and parents across 
the country. The furor is centered in Colorado, how
ever, where the materials are produced and have been 
most widely distributed and used. 

What the critics have targeted are "global education" 
materials produced by the University of Denver's 
Center for Teaching International Relations. The 
materials are "pacifistic," "capitulationist," and 
"biased toward radical political change," U.S. Depart
ment of Education staff member Gregg Cunningham 
claimed in a report he wrote on behalf of Thomas Tan
credo, Denver-based regional representative of U.S. 
Secretary of Education William Bennett. 

In Longmont, Colorado, a concerned grandparent, 
Joseph Underwood, who said he'd read the report, 
echoed that view in a protest before his local school 
board. He objected to one booklet that said children 
should strive to set aside ethnocentric attitudes in favor 
of a global viewpoint. "I definitely think my nation is 
superior to all others," he said, "and I'll be damned if 
I'll set aside my ethnocentric attitudes." 

"It's ludicrous to think that I am trying to indoc
trinate students," said Boulder social studies teacher 
John Zola, who helped write one of the disputed units 
on the subject of nuclear conflict. "I want students to 
understand that reasonable people can hold very dif
ferent viewpoints. That's what democracy is all about." 
According to its supporters, global education is a way of 
teaching existing courses from an international point of 
view. 

The controversy has affected several Colorado school 
districts: 

• In Adams County District 12, about thirty parents 
descended on the administration building May 16 to 
protest an array of teaching approaches, including glo
bal education. Globalism, said Carol Gianzero, casts 
suspicion on patriotism and creates a negative image of 
the United States in relation to other countries. 

• In rural Bennett, hundreds of parents packed a 
town meeting to hear an open debate in which Cunn
ingham and Tancredo took on supporters of the global 
education materials. The parents later blocked accep
tance of a grant to train Bennett teachers in the global 
education approach. 

• In Longmont, some twenty parents petitioned the 
school board not to buy two resource books on global 
education. One was taken off the list, and the parents 
were continuing the fight against the other. 
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• In Littleton, a new high school elective, global 
science, drew the objection of a woman at a school 
board meeting, but the board approved the course 
anyway. 

• In Aurora, parents sponsored a public meeting May 
17 to discuss the issue. Cunningham and other global 
education opponents were invited to speak. 

The state Board of Education has become concerned 
about the controversy. "We need to really find out 
what's really going on in the classrooms," said board 
president Don Ament. Ament noted that many parents 
on both sides of the dispute have never read the 
materials and don't know what global education actual
ly is. He said board members have received inquiries 
from as far as Alaska asking for advice on fielding com
plaints generated by the Tancredo-Cunningham report. 

Calvin Frazier, state education commissioner, said his 
department cannot ignore the controversy. '' If you have 
any issue that threatens public respect of the system, 
you have to look at it and suggest a direction." Frazier 
said his biggest fear is that the controversy will cause 
schools to shy away from "any international 
questions." 

The Tancredo-Cunningham report, Blowing the 
Whistle on Global Education, charged that global 
educators, and those at the Denver University center 
specifically, are a "left-wing monopoly." The report 
charges that the global education program "attacks the 
institutions that are the cornerstone of our society" in a 
quest for a pro-Soviet one-world government. 

In many instances, material found objectionable by 
the report is actually presented as one of several view
points . Teachers are instructed to have students com
ment on each viewpoint but are not told to promote any 
as correct or incorrect. That approach, Cunningham 
charged, makes students comfortable with ambiguity, 
lowering their defense against subversive ideas. 

Tancredo's superiors in Washington didn't know of 
the report until it was in circulation. Education 
Secretary Bennett did not approve it, according to Loye 
Miller, a department representative. "The fact that we 
looked at the treatment-I hesitate to call it a 
report-and didn't put our stamp of approval on it 
speaks for itself," Miller said. Tancredo, a former state 
representative and staunch conservative, has been 
criticized in the past by teacher groups, the Colorado 
Board of Education and others for advocating federal 
support of private schools and for distributing, through 
his office, a speech with a religious theme. In 
November, Bennett apologized to a California man who 
sent Tancredo a letter of complaint and received a 
caustic response from a Washington, D.C., religious 
fundamentalist. Tancredo was chastized for "ad-
ministrative sloppiness.'' 
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Most of the furor focuses on fewer than a dozen 
booklets in a series of about 75 supplemental activity 
handbooks produced by the Center for Teaching Inter
national Relations. The handbooks are for use by 
teachers; they are not textbooks for direct use by 
students. The center has produced materials and trained 
teachers for eighteen years. Ten Colorado school 
districts use the center's materials. In 1985, about a 
thousand teachers received training. 

"There's a need for global education, given the 
nature of the world we find ourselves in and the fact 
that change is inevitable," said Barry Simmons, director 
of the center. "Students in the U.S., in order to have an 
effective democracy, must have knowledge of the 
world.'' The basic idea behind global education, Sim- . 
mons said, is simple: Students should understand how 
the rest of the world sees them-including people who 
don't favor the American way. Reported in: Denver 
Post, May 17, 18; Rocky Mountain News, May 16. 

PMRC still active 
It has been a year since the Parents' Music Resource 

Center (PMRC), the influential group also known as the 
"Washington Wives," began calling for warning labels 
on rock 'n' roll record albums containing "explicit" 
references to sexual activity, drug use, and other sub
jects from which they believed parents might want to 
shield young children (see Newsletter, July 1985, p. 138; 
September 1985, p. 183; November 1985, p. 189; 
January 1986, p. 3). 

Since reaching an agreement in November with the 
Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) on 
voluntary labeling, however, the PMRC has not been 
dormant. In addition to mounting a public information 
campaign in conjunction with national parent-teacher 
groups, the group has been "gathering information on 
new releases," according to PMRC representative 
Tipper Gore. 

While Gore emphasized the group doesn't believe 
enough time has passed to make a blanket judgment on 
the effectiveness of the agreement with RIAA, she told a 
reporter from the entertainment weekly, Variety, that 
she had "yet to see a label per the agreement," with the 
sole exception of a boxed inscription on the most recent 
W.A.S.P. album on Capitol Records. W.A.S.P. is a 
"heavy metal" group that managed to build a national 
reputation based on PMRC's criticism of its lyrics and 
cover art. 

Gore said she had seen several recent records contain
ing material "a lot of reasonable people might consider 
explicit," and added that she hoped record companies 
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would "make good on their word." She specifically 
complained that independent labels were releasing 
"heavy metal" albums with covers depicting sexual 
violence that's "worse than ever." 

While acknowledging that the independent labels 
were not party to the RIAA/PMRC agreement, Gore 
contended that "Mr. [Stan] Gortikov [president of 
RIAA] promised to help us pressure the independents.'' 
But a representative of RIAA said this was not the as
sociation's understanding, noting that Gortikov had 
fulfilled his obligation to communicate with inde
pendent labels by mailing a letter outlining the accord to 
the National Association of Independent Record Distri
butors (NAIRD). NAIRD President Sunny Richman 
said she published the letter in a recent in-house publica
tion mailed to member labels and distributors. 

Several recording industry figures have complained of 
a conflict of interest between Gore's activities with 
PMRC and the role of her husband, Sen. Albert Gore 
(Dem.-Tennessee), who recently revealed his intentions 
to launch a Congressional investigation into recording 
industry promotion practices. Reported in: Variety, 
April 23. 
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.- censorship dateline 

libraries 

Gwinnett County, Georgia 
The censorship issue continues to smolder in Gwin

nett County. It began with the removal of Deenie, by 
Judy Blume, last year. Since then, the magazine Young 
Miss and Norma Klein's Confessions of an Only Child 
have survived challenges (see p. 135 and Newsletter, 
November 1985, p. 193; January 1986, p. 8; March 
1986, p. 57). The latest target of the censors is the con
troversial anti-drug book Go Ask Alice. But this time 
the conflict has taken a new twist. Shortly after an ob
jection was filed by parent Judi Hoover with the help of 
Theresa Wilson, who led the fight against Deenie, the 
book disappeared from the Central Gwinnett High 
School library. 

Of three high schools in the county only one had the 
book, although it is listed in the card catalogs of all 
three libraries. Gwinnett school officials have refused to 
act on the complaint by Ms. Hoover as long as the book 
is not in the library. Mrs. Wilson said she would try to 
contact parents at the high school which has the book in 
order to pursue the challenge. But The Free Speech 
Movement, an anti-censorship group organized after 
the banning of Deenie, volunteered to donate replace
ment copies of the book, which is about a teenage girl's 
long battle against drugs. Mrs. Wilson said the book is 
objectionable because it encourages students to steal 
and take drugs. Reported in: Gwinnett Daily News, 
April 18. 
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Billings, Montana 
Speaking at an election forum sponsored by the PT A, 

a candidate for the Billings School Board announced 
that he favored board action to exclude books if the 
board has strong feelings against them. Lynn Perey, a 
member of Faith Evangelical Church and of the 
Navigators, a worldwide missionary organization noted 
for its strict fundamentalism, specifically singled out 
books on witchcraft and mysticism for criticism. 

When asked at the forum whether he favored censor
ship, Perey said that the school already had censorship 
because their libraries present one extreme, the occult, 
while ignoring Christianity. He then named suspect 
three books which he said were in the library at Skyview 
High School: Occult America; Witchcraft, Mysticism, 
and Magic in the Black World; and Zodiac and 
Swastika. 

Principal Gary Rogers of Skyview confirmed that the 
books were in the school library and said other school 
libraries probably had the same or similar titles. "But 
we also have many, many Bibles," Rogers added. "We 
have some Jewish books and Hindu and Christian. We 
have many religions represented. Our job is to educate 
youngsters about different things in the world." 

In an interview, Perey said that he did not intend to 
"take an active role to pursue elimination" of the three 
books. "It's a personal concern," he said. "I haven't 
read the books yet. The titles caused me concern. But, 
before I do anything, I certainly would read them." 

Mark Jones, President of the Billings Education 
Association, which had previously endorsed Perey for 
election, said he was "very concerned" about the can
didate's comments because "I object to anything that 
smacks of book burning." Jones said that the BEA in
terviewed each candidate extensively and that Perey 
"was not very clear" in his response to questions about 
censorship. Jones declined to confirm reports that the 
BEA had withdrawn its support of Perey. "But I can 
confirm we have discussed his comments," he said. 
Reported in: Billings Gazette, March 26. 

Livingston, Texas 
William Bloodworth II, minister of the Gethsemane 

Assembly of God church in Livingston, has charged the 
town's Murphy Memorial Library with censorship for 
refusing a book he tried to donate, The God Makers, by 
J. Edward Decker. 

The book has been widely criticized for its attacks on 
the Mormon church, which it accuses of Satan worship 
and satanic rituals. "We consider the book to be 
religious pornography. It's just like making a film, 
'Why I Hate the Jews,' " said Percy Giblin, a represen
tative of the 30,000 members of the Church of Latter
day Saints in southeast Texas. Giblin said his church ob-
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jected to the book being placed in any library unless the 
collection also includes books that attack other religious 
denominations. "We don't think it would be right to 
just beat up on the Mormons," he said. The God 
Makers also attacks the Masons. 

Bloodworth said the book exposes "the other side of 
the story" about the Mormons. He stressed that the real 
issue was not the book itself, however, but censorship. 
"We still live in America, not a Communist country," 
he said. "The issue is who is going to control what we 
can or cannot read." 

City and library officials agreed with the last state
ment, but reached a different conclusion. Mayor Ben 
Royden Ogletree supported librarian Priscilla Emrich's 
decision to refuse the donation. He said this was the 
first of a string of books Bloodworth told him he would 
like to put in the library. "The larger question is not 
just this book, but whether Bloodworth runs the library 
or the librarian and council does." 

Librarian Emrich said The God Makers was rejected 
"because it didn't meet our collection criteria." She 
said she read the book, looked for reviews on it but 
couldn't find any, and couldn't find it in any area 
library holdings. She said the Houston public library 
now has three copies. "We will be able to get the book 
for anyone who wants it through the inter-library loan 
program." Not every donation can be accepted, the 
librarian said, because the library has limited space. 
Reported in: Houston Chronicle, May 11. 

Vancouver, Washington 
A Silver Star Elementary School parent has asked 

that a book on human reproduction be removed from 
the school library, and that a second book on the same 
topic be restricted. Daniel Coombs, father of three 
Silver Star students, charged that Inside Mom, by Sylvia 
Caveney, and Where Do Babies Come From?, by 
Margaret Sheffield, are inappropriate for grade school 
pupils. Coombs asked that Where Do Babies Come 
From? be removed from the library and that parental 
permission be required for students to check out Inside 
Mom. 

Where Do Babies Come From? features an illustra
tion of a naked couple embracing and is "a piece of 
junk," Coombs said. "I know what fourth-, fifth-, and 
most sixth-grade boys would do with pictures like this," 
he said. "You don't have to be a professional educator 
to know." On the other hand, Coombs said that Inside 
Mom is "well-written and informative." But because 
schools obtain parental permission before students take 
part in sex education courses, he said similar approval 
should be required before they are given access to Inside 
Mom. 
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Librarian Jone Harding defended the books, saying 
both are tastefully done and recommended as basic 
books for elementary school libraries. "His children do 
not have to check those books out," she said. "But 
there might be other children who would want to check 
them out." Coombs' complaint will be heard by the 
Evergreen School District's Instructional Materials 
Committee. 

Coombs' wife, Lori, has been an outspoken sup
porter of removing certain instructional materials from 
Evergreen schools. She testified during hearings on the 
novels Don't Tell Me Your Name and The Shining and 
on two disputed film strips on human growth and 
development (see Newsletter, November 1985, p. 203; 
May 1986, p. 81). But Daniel Coombs said he is not part 
of any organized effort to remove materials from 
schools. 

"I'm going to find it real hard for anyone to accuse 
me of being a Bible-thumper," he said. "I'm not a book 
burner, but I want appropriate materials for my 
children. I don't think I'm asking anything that any 
parent in any school district wouldn't ask." 

Last year, another Silver Star library book, The 
Stupids Step Out, was challenged. The Instructional 
Material Committee voted unanimously to keep the 
book (see Newsletter, May 1985, p. 91). Reported in: 
Vancouver Columbian, April 29. 

Gillette, Wyoming 
By a one-vote margin, a Campbell County School 

District committee decided April 22 to remove a set of 
health encyclopedias from the library at Sage Valley 
Junior High School. In its first major business since be
ing revamped two years earlier, the Reconsideration 
Committee agreed 8-7 to remove the Illustrated En
cyclopedia of Family Health from school library shelves 
after a resident said the books contained photographs 
that were too explicit. 

Parent Pat Chipperfield's complaint called for 
removal of the entire encyclopedia set. She charged that 
the encyclopedia "takes the sexual being itself and 
breaks it down to every letter in the alphabet ... very 
nude and very explicit pictures." Chipperfield was sup
ported by the majority of some 35 people attending the 
afternoon hearing. Linda Sheehan, a member of the 
district's health curriculum committee, said, "I saw pic
tures today [in the encyclopedia], that I've never seen. I 
don't want kids seeing that." Committee member 
Gilbert Walter, a minister, spoke out strongly against 
the books. "You won't find this kind of hardcore 
material in Mini Marts or 7-Elevens because it shows ac
tual intercourse," he said. "Our school systems have 
got to get back to the basics of reading, writing and 
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arithmetic, and not sex education." Reported in: 
'Jillette News-Record, April 23. 

schools 

Lassen County, California 
Three recent incidents have called attention to the 

problem of school censorship in picturesque Lassen 
County in rural northern California. In November, 
1985, a group of parents and religious enthusiasts 
sought to block performance of the play The Children's 
Hour, by Lillian Hellman. At a lengthy school board 
meeting, Jerry Goetsch, a local pastor, said he "did not 
see the value" of the play being performed by high 
school students. Added Steve Kreft, "If something isn't 
fit for my five-year-old to watch, it's not fit for me to 
watch." 

The board narrowly voted to allow the production to 
proceed, but no sooner had that controversy ended than 
some of the same protesters began to object to the inclu
sion of "explicit" information in family life classes. 
Public discussion followed and it was unanimously 
decided to hold "Parents' Preview Nights," at which 
parents would be able to examine the materials in 
question. 

Finally, in late April, an opera workshop sponsored 
by the California State University at Chico, scheduled 
for performance in several Lassen County schools, was 
cancelled. This time the public was never informed 
about what was going on. Instead, after the Lassen 
County Superintendent of Schools received publicity 
about the opera based on Shakespeare's Merry Wives of 
Windsor, a decision was taken that the production 
would be inappropriate for school-age children. The 
reason was that the central character, Sir John 
Flagstaff, is a "man of questionable character and 
sobriety." Reported in: ARC Newsletter (Mendocino), 
June 1986. 

Wasco, California 
The controversial book Grendel, by John Gardner, 

and One Hundred Years of Solitude, which won a 
Nobel Prize for Gabriel Garcia-Marquez, have been 
purged from the book list for use at the Wasco Union 
High School. The WUHS board took the action during 
a preliminary review of the English curriculum as man
dated by state law. When asked why the books were 
stricken from the list, WUHS Principal Douglas 
Fletcher said they did not meet the standards enunciated 
by the school board. The two books were submitted for 
approval by English teacher Lee McCarthy. 

July 1986 

"It is not our intention to convert public classrooms 
into Sunday school classes, and students are entitled to a 
liberal education as much as possible," Board president 
Wayne Montgomery said. "But we also have a duty to 
the community and we must guard against the use of 
garbage being passed off as literature." 

A legal action against the school board on the use of 
Grendel is pending. The ACLU, representing Priscilla 
Neufeld, her daughter Nancy, and Lee McCarthy, has 
charged that the restricted book list policy at the school 
is a form of censorship. On November 18, 1985, Kern 
County Superior Court Judge James M. Stuart granted 
a petition for preliminary injunction filed by McCarthy 
by striking out the parental consent requirement before 
a student can study Grendel in class (see Newsletter, 
May 1986, p. 81). 

Montgomery admitted that the consent policy was a 
mistake. "The school board is the body empowered by 
state laws to oversee the school curriculum. The Court 
in effect told us that we could not delegate that power to 
the parents. This is what we are doing now. By expung
ing Grendel from the list of books for use at the high 
school, we are exercising that power given to us by the 
state," he explained. Reported in: Wasco Tribune, May 
14. 

Lake City, Florida 
On March 11, the Columbia County School Board 

enacted an emergency policy that gave school officials 
the power to censor state-approved textbooks. The 
policy was adopted after the Rev. Fritz Fountain, parent 
of a Columbia High School student, objected to the use 
of The Humanities: Cultural Roots and Continuities, a 
state-approved text used in a humanities class at the 
school. Fountain charged that some of the language in 
the book is offensive, pointing in particular to passages 
from "The Miller's Tale," by Chaucer and from 
"Lysistrata," by Aristophanes. 

The new policy gives the school board the ultimate 
power to decide whether a book should be censored. Ac
cording to the policy, a complaint may be filed with the 
superintendent by a group or individual. The complaint 
is then to be forwarded to a textbook committee com
prised of the principal, the director of county-wide 
media services, the director of elementary or secondary 
education, and members of the elementary or secondary 
county-wide textbook committee. The committee is em
powered to make non-binding recommendations to the 
school board . A challenged text will remain in use until 
final action is taken by the board. 

According to board member Dianne Lane, the com
plaint filed by Fountain will be the first to go before the 
textbook committee. Reported in: La~e City Reporter, 
March 14. 
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Decatur, Illinois 
Richard Peck, a Decatur native and award-winning 

author of children's and young adult novels, spoke 
March IO with students at the Dennis School-the 
school he attended as a child-but even as he did a 
group of parents began efforts to lodge formal com
plaints with the Decatur School District about some of 
his novels. Peck is the author of a series of three books 
about the adventures of a ghost named Blossom Culp. 
His most recent young adult novel, Remembering the 
Good Times, is about teenage suicide. 

David Burt, one of four parents spearheading the 
protest under the name Citizens Organized for Decent 
Education, said the problem lay less with the books 
themselves than with the school's promotion of Peck's 
visit and the district's use of his writings. "Everyone 
that's reviewed this material is getting highly upset," he 
said. Burt charged that some of Peck's books being used 
as instructional materials at Dennis School "contain 
highly disturbing subject matter, including sexual 
violence, vulgar language, alcohol abuse, death and oc
cultic materials which are not suitable for students in the 
age category in which they are currently being prescrib
ed and utilized." 

Some of the books in question are recommended for 
sixth- through ninth-grade levels, Burt said, but have 
been assigned to fourth- and fifth graders. At Dennis, 
pupils may check out the Blossom Culp series, 
Dreamland Lake and Secrets of the Shopping Mall, a 
story about two junior high classmates who move into a 
mall. The first two Blossom Culp books have also been 
used in a gifted literature class. Librarian Mary Yonan 
said the books contain a few "hells" and "damns." 

Superintendent Robert Oakes refused to accept Burt's 
complaint. He said the district has a specific procedure 
which Burt's group had not followed. "To be honest, 
we don't know what he's complaining about," Oakes 
said. "I only plan to deal with it when he follows the 
procedure we have." 

But Burt said the district's form for complaints about 
materials is not conducive to his objections. "We're not 
complaining about a book," he explained. "We're com
plaining about usage of the materials. They were misus
ed and put in the wrong grade." Burt also charged that 
school funds and materials were improperly used to pro
mote Peck's works. Reported in: Decatur Herald & 
Review, March 11, 13. 

Burlington, North Carolina 
"This book is full of filth. My son is being raised in a 

Christian home and this book takes the Lord's Name in 
vain and has all kinds of profanity in it." Robert 
Wagner, a sergeant in the Alamance County Sheriff's 
Department, was speaking about The Grapes of Wrath, 
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by Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck. The book was 
given to Wagner's son in an eleventh-grade literature 
class at Cummings High School in March. 

"It got me very upset," the parent said. "I don't 
think it's good for any of the children to be reading this. 
If other parents would look at the book they'd be very 
concerned. It's no wonder we're having so much trouble 
with kids nowadays, with this being taught in school by 
teachers and school administrators. I want the citizens 
of Alamance County and Burlington City to realize 
what's being given out in the schools." 

Assistant Principal Randall Bryan said the young 
Wagner would be assigned an alternate book. "The 
Grapes of Wrath is an optional book for classroom 
use," he said, "it's not a stringent requirement." 
Although he spoke to the press, Wagner did not file a 
formal complaint with the administration demanding 
the book's removal. 

In a similar incident, the parent of a Williams High 
School eleventh-grader wrote The Alamance News to 
complain about the use of Pulitzer Prize-winner The 
Color Purple, by Alice Walker, as an assigned reading. 
But Williams High principal Clinton LeGette said that a 
teacher had ordered copies of the book in response to 
student inquiries prompted by the success of the recent 
Steven Spielberg film version. "She has these in her file 
cabinet and they are available for students to check out 
from her personally. She has made no assignments from 
this book," LeGette said. Reported in: Alamance 
News, March 13. 

Akron, Ohio 
The U.S. Secret Service was called in to investigate 

two Mentor High School students suspended from 
school for ten days for wearing shirts critical of Presi
dent Reagan after the bombing of Libya. Ralph 
Basham, Secret Service special agent in Cleveland, said 
the agency did not consider the incident threatening to 
the president and would not investigate further. "As far 
as we are concerned, the incident is over and it's up to 
the school to determine what, if any, disciplinary action 
is necessary," he said. 

Superintendent Joseph Lesak said both students came 
to school April 15, the morning after the attack, wear
ing dress shirts. One student's shirt depicted Reagan 
with a bullet hole in his head with blood gushing out and 
the words, "I shot Reagan." The other student wore a 
14-by-24 inch patch pinned to the back of his shirt. The 
patch depicted Lady Liberty crucified on a cross of 
missiles. The shirt bore the slogans, "End Reaganism 
before it ends you. I shot Ron Khadafy" and "Hinckley 
was right." 

Lesak said, "I considered the shirts threatening to 
Reagan, and there are federal laws against that." Both 
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students were suspended for ten days. A third student, 
who reportedly was responsible for drawing the pic
tures, wore a short with a skull and crossbones. That 
student was told to take the shirt off, but refused and 
was suspended one day for insubordination. 

Basham said agents, students and parents met and it 
was concluded that the students were expressing their 
opinions. Jerry Beck, one of the students suspended, 
said he "didn't threaten the President at all. I can't 
understand why I can't just dress the way I want to." 
Reported in: Akron Beacon Journal, April 18. 

Sallisaw, Oklahoma 
Sallisaw senior high biology instructor Dwight 

Phillips said March 5 that he cut pages 467 through 476 
from copies of an advanced placement text, Biology, by 
Norstog-Meyerriecks. The pages contained information 
on reproduction and birth control. Phillips said Sallisaw 
school superintendent Bill Patton and principal J. T. 
Stites were aware of his decision to remove pages he 
considered "irrelevant" to the school's curriculum re
quirements. He said students requesting to see the pages 
would be allowed to do so within the classroom. 

Phillips said he was trying to circumvent a problem, 
rather than create one, when students were "forced to 
take the books parents might find objectionable into 
their homes.'' Phillips said he thinks removing pages 
from books is very common by teachers. Professional 
educators don't make all the information available to 
students that is available to teachers, he said. He denied 
that the removal constituted censorship. "We are not in 
the business of censorship at all in any shape, form or 
fashion," he noted. 

In 1985, a novel, The Sisters Impossible, by J . D. 
Landis, was removed from Sallisaw elementary school 
library shelves after a parent complained about its con
tents (see Newsletter, July 1985, p. 112; March 1986, p. 
65). The book was returned to the shelves in April after 
an out-of-court settlement (see p. 136). Reported in: 
Southwest Times Record, March 6, 7. 

West Allis, Wisconsin 
By a 5-3 vote April 7, the West Allis-West Milwaukee 

School Board rejected use of the textbook Sociology, 
seemingly ending an eight-month debate over whether 
issues presented in the book were appropriate for 
students. The textbook was presented for board ap
proval in August along with the textbook Understan
ding Psychology. The psychology text was previously 
rejected (see Newsletter, January 1986, p. 12). 

Board member Alfred Szews, who voted to reject the 
book for supplemental reading, said he felt it was best 
suited for a course in Marxist studies. Also voting 
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against use of the book were Board President Joyce 
O'Donnell, Vice President Ernest Terrien, who led the 
fight against Understanding Psychology, Philip Jrols 
and Diane Linn. Catherine Narlock, Debbie Cefalu and 
Danny Durante voted to accept the book and C. James 
Solowicz voted "present." 

Use of the book had been tabled since November 
while board members sought a legal opinion from the 
state attorney general on the book's so-called "secular 
humanism" (see Newsletter, May 1986, p. 84). After the 
attorney general's office would not take a position, Ter
rien cited a legal opinion by a Maryland attorney 
general that secular humanism was a religion. 

The textbook was originally selected by a faculty 
committee. Reported in: Milwaukee Sentinel, April 8. 

periodicals 

Los Angeles, California 
The Los Angeles Times received more than 840 reader 

complaints over its April decision to drop what it con
sidered "overdrawn and unfair" Doonesbury comic 
strips. The controversy also spread nationwide, as at 
least four other newspapers decided against publishing 
and many others edited the syndicated strip. The furor 
surrounded six strips by cartoonist Gary Trudeau which 
named former Reagan administration officials who the 
cartoon said resigned or were fired after charges of legal 
or ethical misconduct. 

"The thing was unfair," said Times Editor and Ex
ecutive Vice President William F. Thomas. "It makes 
felonies out of misdemeanors and lumps together the 
miscreants with those who are not wrongdoers." He 
also noted that "Trudeau often deals with real people 
and makes specific charges. That is the difference with 
Trudeau. You have to treat it as if it were a story." 

One other paper, the Farmington (New Mexico) Daily 
Times, also pulled the strip because "it was in poor taste 
and had possible libel it it," its managing editor, Jerold 
Johnson, said. Other newspapers chose to edit the car
toon's text, deleting those names that they could not in
dependently verify or were convinced were inaccurately 
depicted. "I don't want to be in a position of doing a 
research project on my comic strips so I edited them," 
said James D. Squires, editor of the Chicago Tribune. 
The Philadelphia Inquirer also edited the cartoons. 

Two newspapers, the Seattle Times and the Omaha 
World-Herald, dropped the strip midweek, after its 
distributor, Universal Press Syndicate (UPS), informed 
subscribers that the resignation of James R. Harris, 
former director of the Office of Surface Mining, was in-
accurately depicted. · 

121 



Actually, UPS sent out that correction notice after it 
was notified by the Washington Post of the error. Post 
Executive Editor Benjamin C. Bradlee explained that 
his paper, which ran the strips unchanged except for the 
Harris correction, "never had any doubts" about using 
the cartoons "because it is political satire" and the in
formation upon which the strips were based "has been 
out and around." 

UPS general manager Lee Salem said his syndicate 
prefers that newspapers not edit Doonesbury, "for ob
vious reasons, some of them legal, but I think it is in
cumbent on anyone who does change it to make it clear 
they have done so.'' In fact, those who buy the strip sign 
a contract stating that they will not change it. 

Trudeau based the strip on a report prepared by staff 
members of the House civil service subcommittee 
chaired by Rep. Patricia Schroeder (Dem.-Colorado), 
who said the report was drawn from a compilation of 
newspaper and magazine clippings. The report, which 
included more than a hundred names, was widely cir
culated in Washington. Reported in: Los Angeles 
Times, April 17. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
All Gray Drug stores started clearing their shelves of 

sexually explicit magazines March 21 to reflect a more 
"family-oriented" image. The decision was announced 
by the Cleveland-based Sherwin-Williams Co., which 
owns the drugstore chain. Gray Drug has 450 stores in 
eleven states, including 176 stores in Ohio and parts of 
Pennsylvania. 

"We are committed to helping reinforce family 
values," said Sally Domm, director of communications 
for Sherwin-Williams. ''Even if we have stores in com
munities where there is a high demand, [the magazines] 
still don't reflect what we represent and that's it." 
Reported in: Akron Beacon-Journal, March 22. 

Shiremanstown, Pennsylvania 
In an effort to bolster its image as a family drugstore, 

on April 22 the Rite Aid Corporation announced a deci
sion to stop selling adult magazines. Playboy, Pent
house, Hustler and up to ten other adult titles will not be 
reordered once current inventory is sold from the 1,399 
Rite Aid stores in twenty states. 

Alex Grass, Rite Aid president and chairman of the 
board, said the Shiremanstown-based company had 
tracked customer views on the magazines over several 
months and concluded "attitudes have changed and the 
time was right to discontinue." The move was made to 
"satisfy the greatest number of customers," Grass said. 

X-rated videotapes, however, still will be available 
through rental club programs in some of the 550 Rite 
Aid stores which offer videotapes, according to com-
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pany representative Jerry Singer. Singer said the deci
sion to pull the magazines was not affected by any large
scale customer protests. Reported in: Harrisburg 
Patriot, April 23. 

Dallas, Texas 
Southland Corporation announced April 10 that it 

would stop selling Playboy, Penthouse and Forum 
magazines at its large 7-Eleven chain of convenience 
stores out of concern about a possible link between 
"adult magazines and crime, violence and child abuse" 
and in response to its own consumer surveys. The 
Dallas-based company said the sales ban would go into 
effect at its 4,500 company-operated stores once the cur
rent issues were off the stands. Southland said it would 
recommend a similar sales policy for its 3,600 licensed 
and franchised stores in the United States. 

Southland declined to say how many copies of the 
three magazines it sells, but the action is expected to be 
significant because of the great number of 7-Eleven 
outlets and its possible influence on other retailers. 
Southland said its company stores previously have 
restricted sales of adult magazines to Playboy, Pent
house, and Forum. The company said its policy was to 
keep the magazines behind sales counters, with their 
covers obscured, and to sell them only to adults. 

In a statement ''to our customers,'' Southland ex
plained that the company had been "closely monitoring 
the special hearings being conducted by the United 
States Attorney General's Commission on Por
nography. The testimony before the Commission in
dicates a growing public awareness and concern over a 
possible connection between adult magazines and crime, 
violence and child abuse. We have also recently 
surveyed our customers and the general public to assist 
us in determining current opinions and tastes with 
regard to adult magazines. We believe that discontinu
ing sale of these magazines will position us to better 
serve the neighborhoods in which we do business." 

During the last several years, selected 7-Eleven stores 
around the country have been targets of picketing and 
boycott threats by anti-pornography groups protesting 
the sale of adult magazines. In early 1985, after months 
of such protests, the owner of one franchised store in 
Wheaton, Illinois, was forced to close and turn his store 
over to Southland. However, a representative of the 
company said protests by anti-pornography groups 
"didn't enter into our decision." 

Christie Hefner, president of Playboy Enterprises, 
Inc., called the action "a response to the hysteria of the 
moment." She called "absurd" any alleged link be
tween Playboy and violent pornography or harmful 
social effects. In separate actions in May, both Playboy 
and Penthouse responded to the Southland action by 
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filing lawsuits against the Attorney General's Commis
sion. The Commission had earlier in the year informed 
Southland and at least nine other companies that they 
had been identified as distributors of pornography. The 
Commission gave the firms thirty days to respond to the 
charge, noting that "lack of a reply would indicate they 
did not differ" from the allegation (see p. 111 and 
Newsletter, May 1986, p. 104). Reported in: Chicago 
Tribune, April 11. 

Madison, Wisconsin 
Playboy, Penthouse and Playgirl magazines will be 

taken off the shelves of the University of Wisconsin
Madison student union for the second time in a year. 
This time, however, Forbes, Life, Popular Science, 
Cosmopolitan, Readers Digest, The Progressive, and 
forty-seven other monthly publications will also be 
removed. 

The Union Council, which oversees operations of the 
Memorial Union and Union South, voted 6-4 on May 7 
to stop sales of all monthly magazines. The unions will 
continue to sell seven weekly and bi-weekly 
magazines-Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World 
Report, People, Rolling Stone, Sports Illustrated and 
The New Yorker. According to union director Theodore 
Crabb, these magazines in some way contribute to ac
tivities that are part of the union's cultural, educational 
or recreational programs. 

Playboy, Penthouse, and Playgirl were taken from 
the shelves for the first time in May, 1985, after being 
banned by the Union Council. The publications were 
said to demean women. UW-Madison Chancellor Irving 
Shain ordered the magazines returned to sales counters 
in November, however, and said they would remain un
til guidelines for sales of all magazines were developed 
(see Newsletter, January 1986, p. 6). Shain said he will 
support the latest decision. 

Crabb said the council was not trying to skirt the issue 
of selling pornographic magazines by banning all 
monthlies. He said the question is whether the union 
should be selling magazines at all, since few of the 
monthly publications sell more than three or four copies 
at each union. Most people buy the magazines at the 
union impulsively because they want to read something 
on the bus, he stated. 

Erwin Knoll, editor of The Progressive, noted, 
however, that his monthly sold about a dozen copies at 
the union. In a newspaper essay criticizing the new plan, 
Knoll wrote: "In their pathetic eagerness to shield the 
children enrolled at the university from these 'porn 
magazines,' the council's Pecksniffs seized on the bald 
subterfuge of banning all monthlies. They would have 
been better advised to proscribe all publications whose 
names begin with the letter P; that would have made 
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just as much sense, and they could have snared Playboy, 
Playgirl and Penthouse-and The Progressive, 
too-without putting Scientific American on their Index 
of Banned Periodicals." 

Lee Buttala, a student member of the council, called 
the scheme a covert form of censorship. "Hiding cen
sorship is just as scary as open censorship, and I think 
that is what we're doing,'' he said. Reported in: 
Wisconsin State Journal, May 8; Madison Capital 
Times, May 8, 14. 

film 

Hollywood, California 
Tri-Star Pictures has knuckled under to television and 

newspaper censorship of advertising and dropped Sex
ual Perversity in Chicago as the title of a movie to be 
released in July. The film, a screen adaptation of David 
Mamet's Obie Award-winning play-also called Sexual 
Perversity in Chicago-will be offered under the less 
controversial title About Last Night. 

Tri-Star president David Matalon criticized television 
and newspaper refusals to air projected advertising 
spots as being based solely on the title without con
sideration of content and the uncontested use of the 
same title as a play. Ma talon said NBC was willing to 
carry commercials for Sexual Perversity only after 11 :30 
p.m. He added that while CBS and ABC did not impose 
the same restriction, ads for the picture under its 
original title were rejected by local affiliates of all three 
networks in some areas and by affiliates of one or 
another in additional markets. 

Matalon charged that some broadcasters refused to 
air spots for Sexual Perversity under any circumstances. 
He also complained that numerous newspapers offered 
to run the ads only in sections reserved for X-rated 
features. Reported in: Variety, April 23. 

Austin, Texas 
The manager of an Austin theater decided to cancel 

the final showing of a controversial anti-fascist film 
after Travis County Attorney Ken Oden threatened to 
charge him with obscenity. Salo-The 120 Days of 
Sodom, a 1975 portrayal of decadence under the Mus
solini regime directed by the late Pier Paolo Pasolini, 
was to be shown seven times at the Dobie Screen 
theater in Dobie Mall. Oden sent an investigator to the 
sixth showing after receiving about fifty complaints, 
mostly from members of Citizens Against Pornography. 

After hearing from his investigator, Oden called the 
theater owner and manager, Scott Dinger, and told him 
that he would be charged with obsceni'ty if the film were 
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shown again. Dinger said he agreed not to show the film 
because he did not have the $5,000 he estimated would 
have been necessary to defend against an obscenity 
charge. 

The film, set in an Italian town called Salo soon after 
World War II, is about several former members of the 
deposed fascist government who commit atrocities 
against a group of kidnapped children. The film "com
bined two highly questionable areas into a kind of 
double whammy," Oden said. "It not only had child 
pornography but masochistic pornography that resulted 
in masochistic deviant acts against children." 

"The question is how far do you have to go to be out
side the community standards, and in my opinion, 
although this community is fairly tolerant about sexual
ly explicit material, it is not so tolerant that it would 
stand idly by and allow films that would glorify criminal 
sexual acts against children." 

Gara LaMarche, executive director of the Texas Civil 
Liberties Union, said Oden apparently did not consider 
that a Harris County jury decided in 1983 that the film 
was not obscene when it acquitted the manager of a 
Houston theater of obscenity. Reported in: A us tin 
American-Statesman, April 9. 

television 

New York, N.Y. 
A Public Broadcasting Service television program 

consisting of three films with sharply divergent views on 
the Israel-Palestine conflict has stirred a heated dispute 
within public broadcasting. Some stations-including 
the two starships of PBS, WNET in New York and 
WETA in Washington, D. C.-refused to carry the 
broadcast, aired in most areas on April 9. The refusals 
prompted the head of news and public affairs for PBS 
to issue an unusual statement supporting the program 
and disagreeing with the stations not carrying it. 

The program, which was criticized by the American 
Jewish Congress, was called Flashpoint-Israel and the 
Palestinians and was part of an experimental series, pro
duced by station KQED in San Francisco. According to 
its producers, the idea of the series is to present a sort of 
video Op-Ed page in which conflicting viewpoints, 
openly biased, compete for the viewer's judgment. The 
first installment in the series considered the subject of 
abortion and featured films produced by both sides on 
that issue. 

The Flashpoint installment on the Middle East 
featured two half-hour films produced by Israeli film 
makers and an hourlong film made by an American, 
David Koff. Koff's film, Occupied Palestine, is at the 
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center of the dispute. It presents a strongly anti-Israeli 
view of life under Israeli military rule in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Of 308 PBS stations, 275 agreed to carry the pro
gram, although some of those declining were secondary 
stations that didn't want to duplicate the programming 
of the major PBS station in their market area. Seven 
outlets refused to air the show due to the content of Oc
cupied Palestine. In addition to WNET in New York 
and WETA in Washington, they were Maryland Public 
Television (four stations); KTCA/KTCI in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul; Nebraska Educational Television 
(nine stations); WCET in Cincinnati; and WPBA in 
Atlanta (which backed out at the last minute). 

'' All three films are inferior to anything we have aired 
previously" on the subject of the West Bank and Gaza, 
said Gerald Slater, vice president of WETA. George L. 
Miles, vice president of WNET, said his station confer
red with WET A on the matter and arrived at the same 
conclusion. "We're not ducking it," he said. "We're 
trying to present fair, representative, well-rounded pro
grams. And this is not it.'' 

Beverly Ornstein, the producer who assembled the 
package for KQED, said the suppressing stations were 
missing the point. "They say the films are biased and 
full of distortions," she said. "I say: 'That is correct.' 
These are partisan films, produced, written and directed 
to portray a partisan point of view. The purpose is to 
present a partisan forum." Some stations, such as 
KTCA in Minneapolis, disagreed with the whole con
cept of partisan programming and planned not to carry 
any programs in the series. 

Much of the pressure to suppress Occupied Palestine 
came from the American Jewish Committee. The AJC 
sent an internal memorandum to all its area offices con
cerning the Flashpoint program. The memorandum, 
authored by George E. Gruen and Harry Milkman of 
the AJC's Israel and Middle East Affairs division, call
ed Occupied Palestine a "pure PLO propaganda piece" 
and "a poor portrayal of the issue for the uninformed 
and therefore not within the standards of educational 
television." The memo called on AJC offices to "ap
peal to your local PBS station not to air Flashpoint on 
the grounds of its poor quality, inaccuracy, 
misrepresentation and propaganda content." Reported 
in: New York Times, April 9; Village Voice, May 4, 13; 
Minneapolis Star & Tribune, April 15. 

theater 

Miami, Florida 
A production of Coser y Cantar [To Sew and To 

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 



1 

I 

Sing], by leading Cuban-American playwright Dolores 
Prida, was selected to be part of Miami's first Festival 
of Hispanic Theater scheduled for May. But when anti
communist Latin radio announcers and Dade County 
commissioners learned that Prida was an advocate of 

.normalization of relations between Cuba and the U.S. 
and that she had recently returned to Cuba, her original 
homeland, for a visit, threats of violence and boycotts 
began. Soon after, the play was canceled. 

"My play has nothing to do with politics," said 
Prida, a New York resident who is editor of the 
Hispanic Arts News. "Coser y Cantar is a comedy 
about a Latin woman and her American alter-ego. It's a 
shame this goes on in Miami. We Cubans came here 
looking for freedom," she said. Reported in: USA To
day, May 5. 

etc. 

Death Valley, California 
A children's book, The Burros of Mavrick Gulch, by 

Lou Ray, has been banned from sale at Death Valley 
National Monument, and Yellowstone and Grand 
Canyon National Parks. The reason? It's "pro-burro." 
In January, 1985, Ray Foster Publishers of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, received the following letter from Jamie 
Gentry, Business Manager of the Death Valley Natural 
History Association: 

"In reviewing your book I feel you have a very 
sellable product for your area. The Death Valley Na
tional Monument and Natural History Association will 
not be able to retail this book. The reasons are due to 
the different approach we take to the burros here in the 
Monument. We have had to impose a $50.00 fine for 
feeing the burros. Your book represents the idea of 
feeding these animals. I am sorry we can not handle this 
book, but please mail us other books you would like us 
to review." Reported by Ray Foster, Publishers. 

Jackson, Michigan 
They came to bury rock music, not to praise it. On 

April 5, more than one hundred people gathered at the 
Westwood United Pentecostal Church in Jackson to 
help the church's pastor, Rev. William A. Riedel, and 
his guest for the week, the Rev. Steven W. Timmons of 
Beloit, Wisconsin, bury dozens of rock albums and 
Harlequin romance novels which they found offensive 
beneath a mammoth tombstone reading "Never to Rise 
Again." 

Most of the participants were in their teens or early 
twenties. They heard Timmons preach that "the spirit 
of rock 'n' roll music is fighting against the church. This 
is exactly the spirit that Jesus Christ told us to look 
for." Among the allegedly Satanic rock groups Tim-
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mons mentioned were Abba, Asia, the Police, Led Zep
pelin, the Eagles, Black Sabbath (of course), Air Sup
ply, Rod Stewart and Stevie Nicks. But, he informed his 
listeners, ''probably the most powerful figure in this is 
John Denver." Timmons explained that Denver's big 
1970s hit "Rocky Mountain High" advocates rebirth 
through communion with nature. "This is the teaching 
of witchcraft," Timmons said. Reported in: Jackson 
Citizen Patriot, April 6. 

Ironton, Ohio 
"A horse is a horse, of course, of course, and no one 

can talk to a horse, of course, that is unless the horse, of 
course, is the famous Mister Ed!" 

So went the theme song of a more than twenty-year 
old television show widely viewed as symbolic of the 
video entertainment "wasteland." To most people, 
Mister Ed is remembered chiefly as a sort of embarass
ing bad joke. But Jim Brown, evangelist at Psalms 150 
Church in South Point, Ohio, still takes the show quite 
seriously. He charges that the Mister Ed theme 
song-the very piece of poignant and profound poetry 
quoted above-disguises Satanic messages! 

Speaking at a seminar at the First Church of the 
Nazarene in Ironton, Brown explained that when heard 
backward-how this is to be accomplished was not ex
plained-" A Horse is a Horse" contains the messages 
"the source is Satan" and "someone sung this song for 
Satan." After Brown's sermon, church members sing
ing "Oh, How I Love Jesus" burned record albums, 
cassettes, and other rock and country music parapher
nalia. But how to burn Mister Ed? Reported in: 
Minneapolis Star & Tribune, April 25. 

foreign 

Santiago, Chile 
State television, tightly controlled by the military 

government, cut the best foreign film award to Argen
tina's The Official Story from its live broadcast of the 
Oscar ceremonies March 24. The announcer, who had 
stressed that the program would be shown in its entirety, 
apologized for a mix-up with a commericial break and 
said viewers had missed the best foreign film Oscar. 
"Argentina won," he said, without mentioning the 
name of the the film or what it is about. The Official 
Story chronicles the plight of a woman who suspects 
that her adopted child was provided by corrupt officials 
of the former military government and was really the 
child of people who had disappeared, presumably 
murdered by death squads. Reported in: Washington 
Times, March 26. 
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Shanghai, China 
Authorities have banned one of China's most popular 

singers from making cassettes or performing in public at 
a time of conflicting official signals on artistic freedom. 
The decision to place controls on Zhang Xing, possibly 
the country's most popular male singer, was reported to 
have been made by officials in charge of cultural affairs 
in Shanghai, where Zhang had been performing. 

Shanghai's Liberation Daily reported that the singer 
was arrested there for "seducing and philandering with 
many women under the guise of courting them." It said 
Zhang was a "hooligan by nature." Interviews with 
other singers in Shanghai as well as official statements 
suggest that his troubles were related more to an easy
going life style and his high earnings than to the content 
of his songs or his political stance. Still, a foreign ob
server who knows many Shanghai entertainers noted 
that his arrest "does contribute to a general feeling of 
not wanting to stick your neck out.'' Reported in: 
Minneapolis Star & Tribune, November 29. 

surge in secrecy 
The volume of secret U.S. government documents, 

estimated in the hundreds of millions, grew in 1985 by 
more than 22 million items, a 14 percent jump over the 
increase in 1984, according to an annual federal report. 
The growth far outpaced the number of secret 
documents that were declassified-about 8.1 million in 
1985, a sharp decline from previous years, the Informa
tion Security Oversight Office said. 

"We're not seeing declassifications in sufficient 
numbers to make up for the increase," said Steven Gar
finkel, director of the oversight office. "The buildup in 
the military program has led to a tremendous surge in 
derivative classifications. There also has been a tremen
dous increase at the CIA." 

Despite the trend toward more secrecy, Garfinkel 
praised the government's handling of national security 
information and discounted the possibility that Presi
dent Reagan's 1982 executive urder on classifying 
documents contributed to the increase. Reagan dropped 
requirements set by President Jimmy Carter that 
government secrecy must be balanced against the 
public's right to know and that possible damage to the 
national security must be "identifiable" before a docu
ment could be classified. In the three years since the 
Reagan order, the annual number of classifications has 
risen from 17. 5 million to 22. 3 million, or nearly a 25 
percent increase. But Garfinkel said that he noticed little 
difference in the type of documents being classified. 
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Tokyo, Japan 
The Tokyo High Court ruled March 19 that the state 

could screen textbooks, reviving fears of censorship and 
possible whitewashing of Japanese actions in World 
War II. The court ruled against former Professor 
Saburo lenaga, who argued that state screening violated 
the freedom of education guaranteed by the Constitu
tion. It upheld the Education Ministry's order for 
numerous revisions and deletions in Mr. Ienaga's 1962 
high school history text, including passages referring to 
World War II. 

One passage that fell afoul of the ministry read: "The 
war was glorified and defeats by the Japanese army and 
navy and their atrocities in the battlefield were all 
covered up." Alteration of school history books about 
Japan's l?ast military aggression sparked a major 
diplomatic row with China and both North and South 
Korea four years ago. Ienaga, a former professor at 
Tokyo University of Education who first brought suit in 
1962, said he would appeal to the Supreme Court. 
Reported in: Washington Times , March 20. 

The report also said that government officials increas
ingly are marking documents "top secret" or "secret," 
rather than the lowest level of classification, which is 
"confidential." Reported in: Washington Post, April 
29. 

mailbag 
To the Editor: 

I read with interest and approbation the letter of Jean 
Auel to Bastrop Librarian Putzie Martin and the 
Bastrop Public Library Board and endorse it completely 
(see Newsletter, March 1986, p. 33). 

One slight query: In the penultimate sentence of her 
letter Ms. Auel writes: "In this country, a few people do 
not have the right to impose their viewpoint upon the 
great majority of their fellow Americans." 

Since Ms. Auel is in the field of rights (without 
analyzing this term and its coverage further), should she 
not write further that even in the area of personal rights 
the great majority of our fellow Americans do not have 
the right to impose their viewpoint upon even a few 
people? 

Sincerely, 
Morris D. Forkosch 
Attorney & Counselor at Law 
New York, N.Y. 
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..-from the bench---. 

U.S. Supreme Court 

In an important ruling concerning freedom of 
religion, the U.S. Supreme Court decided by a 5-4 
margin March 25 that the First Amendment does not re
quire the armed services to accommodate religious prac
tices like the wearing of religious headgear, such as a 
Jewish yarmulke, in the face of its view that it would 
detract from the uniformity sought by dress regulations. 

Writing for the majority in the case of Goldman v. 
Weinberger, Justice William Rehnquist ruled that an 
Air Force officer who is an Orthodox Jew and ordained 
rabbi could not be exempted from military dress regula
tions which state that "headgear will not be 
worn ... while indoors except by armed security police 
in the performance of their duties." 

"The considered professional judgment of the Air 
Force is that the traditional outfitting of personnel in 
standardized uniforms encourages the subordination of 
personal preferences and identities in favor of the 
overall group mission. Uniforms encourage a sense of 
hierarchical unity by tending to eliminate outward in
dividual distinctions except for those of rank,'' Rehn
quist wrote. "The desirability of dress regulations in the 
military is decided by the appropriate military officials, 
and they are under no constitutional mandate to aban
don their considered professional judgment. Quite ob
viously, to the extent the regulations do not permit 
the wearing of religious apparel such as a yar
mulke ... military life may be more objectionable 
for petitioner and probably others. But the First 
Amendment does not require the military to accom
modate such practices in the face of its view that they 
would detract from the uniformity sought by the dress 
regulations. The Air Force has drawn the line essentially 
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between religious apparel which is visible and that which 
is not, and we hold that those portions of the regula
tions challenged here reasonably and evenhandedly 
regulate dress in the interest of the military's perceived 
need for uniformity.'' 

Rehnquist was joined by Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger, and Justices Byron R. White, Lewis F. Powell 
and John Paul Stevens. Justice Stevens also filed a con
curring opinion in which Justices White and Powell 
joined. Justice William J. Brennan filed a dissenting 
opinion, in which Justice Thurgood Marshall joined. 
Justice Marshall also joined in a dissent by Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor. Justice Harry Blackmun also 
filed a dissenting opinion. 

In his dissent Justice Brennan wrote: "The contention 
that the discipline of the armed forces will be subverted 
if Orthodox Jews are allowed to wear yarmulkes with 
their uniforms surpasses belief ... To the contrary, a 
yarmulke worn with a United States military uniform is 
an eloquent reminder that the shared and proud identity 
of United States serviceman embraces and unites 
religious and ethnic pluralism." 

Brennan expressed perplexity at the "notion that for 
purposes of constitutional analysis religious faiths may 
be divided into two categories-those with visible dress 
and grooming requirements and those without. This 
dual category approach seems to incorporate an 
assumption that fairness, the First Amendment, and, 
perhaps, Equal Protection, require all faiths belonging 
to the same category to be treated alike, but permit a 
faith in one category to be treated differently from a 
faith belonging to another category .... Under the 
Constitution there is only one relevant category-a// 
faiths." 

"Through our Bill of Rights, we pledged ourselves to 
attain a level of human freedom and dignity that had no 
parallel in history," Brennan wrote. "Out constitu
tional commitment to religious freedom and acceptance 
of religious pluralism is one of our greatest 
achievements in that noble endeavor ... Our military 
services have a distinguished record of providing for 
many of the religious needs of their personnel. But that 
they have satisfied much of their constitutional obliga
tion does not remove their actions from judicial 
scrutiny ... In pluralistic societies such as ours, institu
tions dominated by a majority are inevitably, if in
advertently, insensitive to the needs and values of 
minorities when these needs and values differ from 
those of the majority. The military, with its strong ethic 
of conformity and unquestioning obedience, may be 
particularly impervious to minority needs and values. A 
critical function of the Religion Clauses of the First 
Amendment is to protect the rights of members of 
minority religions against quiet erosion by majoritarian 
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social institutions that dismiss minority beliefs and prac
tices as unimportant, because unfamiliar. 

"The Court and the military services have presented 
patriotic Orthodox Jews with a painful dilemma-the 
choice between fulfilling a religious obligation and serv
ing their country," Brennan concluded. "Should the 
draft be reinstated, compulsion will replace choice. 
Although the pain the services inflict on Orthodox 
Jewish servicemen is clearly the result of insensitivity 
rather than design, it is unworthy of our military 
because it is unnecessary. The Court and the military 
have refused these servicemen their constitutional 
rights; we must hope that Congress will correct this 
wrong." Reported in: West's Federal Case News, April 
4. 

In a major victory for the news media, the Supreme 
Court ruled April 21 that people suing news organiza
tions for libel must overcome the difficult burden of 
proving that the published statements about them were 
false. The 5-4 decision in the case of Philadelphia 
Newspapers, Inc. v. Hepps, which involved the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, written by Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor, overturned laws or court rulings in at least 
nine states requiring the media to show that what they 
published was true. 

The issue of which party has the burden of proof is 
pivotal and often determines whether a suit is even 
worth bringing. Until this court ruling, however, the 
constitutional requirements for both public figure and 
private figure plaintiffs had been unclear, libel lawyers 
said. The case involved suits by private individuals, who 
face fewer legal obstacles in pressing libel suits than 
public figures. But experts said it will also apply to suits 
by public figures. 

The ruling stemmed from an investigative series writ
ten a decade ago by two reporters for the Inquirer. The 
series alleged that federal "investigators have found 
connections" between a chain of beer distributorships 
owned by Maurice S. Hepps and "underworld figures." 
Hepps sued the newspaper. A trial judge ruled that 
Pennsylvania's law requiring a newspaper to prove the 
veracity of its stories when libel is charged was un
constitutional and said Hepps would have to prove the 
allegations false. A jury ruled in favor of the news
paper, but the state high court overturned the decision 
and sent the case back to trial. 

"The First Amendment," O'Connor wrote, quoting 
a 1974 ruling, "requires that we protect some falsehood 
in order to protect speech that matters." Reversing the 
state court decision, O'Connor offered a brief outline 
for libel law standards. She said that the need for con
stitutional protection increases with the importance of 
the subject being reported in the press. When the plain
tiff is a public figure and the published material is of 
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public concern, the Constitution requires the greatest 
protection. But when the speech is of "exclusively 
private concern and the plaintiff is a private figure,'' she 
said, "the constitutional requirements do not necessari
ly demand special protection for the media." 

O'Connor allowed that Pennsylvania's "shield" law, 
which allows reporters to refuse to divulge sources, may 
make it more difficult to win suits against the media, 
but she said it did not seem that important to the con
stitutional standard for libel. Justices Harry Blackmun, 
William J. Brennan, Jr., Thurgood Marshall and Lewis 
Powell joined in the decision. 

The ruling drew a harsh dissent from Justice John 
Paul Stevens, who called it "pernicious." Stevens said 
the court "seems to believe that the character assassin 
has a constitutional license to defame." He argued that, 
under prior court decisions, plaintiffs suing the media 
already have to prove that a news organization acted 
carelessly or negligently. "In my view," Stevens said, 
"there can be little, if any, basis for a concern that a 
significant amount of true speech will be deterred" by 
states that require the media to bear the burden of 
proof. Stevens was joined by Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger and Justices Byron R. White and William H. 
Rehnquist. 

Henry Kaufman of the Libel Defense Resource 
Center in New York said the ruling "affirms an impor
tant principle and removes any doubt that the burden is 
on the plaintiff" in libel cases. He added, however, "It 
appears to be somewhat limited in terms of direct im
pact. It would only affect the cases that go to trial, 
which is a very small number of suits commenced." 

The decision was the second major pro-media ruling 
by a court usually described as "anti-press." Three 
years ago, the justices said that appellate courts should 
exercise extraordinary review over lower court libel deci
sions in order to safeguard First Amendment rights of 
the press. Reported in: Washington Post, April 22. 

On April 22, the Supreme Court made it easier for 
police to crack down on allegedly obscene videocassette 
dealers, ruling 6-3 that the First Amendment does not 
place special restraints on police seeking a warrant to 
seize such materials. Writing for the majority, Justice 
William Rehnquist said that police asking for a warrant 
to seize obscene materials need only meet the same legal 
standards of proof for warrants that must be met when 
police try to seize drugs or weapons. 

The ruling in New York v. P. J. Video, Inc. overturn
ed a decision by the Court of Appeals of New York, 
which had dismissed obscenity charges against a video 
store near Buffalo. The appeals court said that the war
rants, allowing the seizure of the films All American 
Girls, California Valley Girls, Debbie Does Dallas, 
Taboo, and Taboo II, were based on inadequate infor-
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mation. The lower court said that First Amendment 
guarantees require judges to hold police to "a higher 
standard for evaluation of a warrant application" for 
the seizure of books and films than for the seizure of 
other materials, such as weapons or drugs. 

But Rehnquist said the high court has "never held or 
said that such a 'higher' standard is required by the First 
Amendment." He said "the longstanding special pro
tections" in prior court decisions to safeguard free 
speech rights "are adequate to ensure that First Amend
ment interests will not be impaired." 

Justice Thurgood Marshall, joined by Justices 
William J. Brennan and John Paul Stevens, dissented. 
Marshall said the majority should have deferred to the 
judgment of the state courts, noting that they relied on 
numerous Supreme Court rulings calling for 
"scrupulous exactitude" in reviewing warrant requests 
involving books or films. Marshall said the affidavits 
describing the films accompanying the warrant request 
in the case were ''mere listings of selected scenes from 
the films that involved depictions of sex" and that such 
listings could easily be used to describe films such as 
Last Tango in Paris or A Clockwork Orange, which 
have recognized merit. Reported in: Washington Post, 
April 23. 

In another decision, the high court April 21 upheld a 
state's restrictions on television advertising by lawyers. 
The justices rejected a complaint by a Des Moines, 
Iowa, law firm that said its First Amendment rights are 
violated by a state law barring them from airing televi
sion spots using actors to discuss legal rights. The state 
prohibits commercials containing background sound, 
visual displays, self-laudatory statements or more than a 
single non-dramatic voice. Reported in: Variety, April 
23. 

The Supreme Court agreed April 21 to decide whether 
the Justice Department has authority to classify three 
Canadian films as "political propaganda" and thus 
limit their U.S. distribution. The high court will hear 
arguments next term on a federal court ruling in 
California that said the phrase was unconstitutional 
when applied to the pictures under the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. The decision is being appealed by the 
Justice Department. 

The suit originated in 1982 when the New York office 
of the National Film Board of Canada submitted 62 
films and videotapes to the Justice Department for 
review under the act. The department uses the law to 
screen foreign films and books to determine if they are 
political propaganda, and if so to require notice that the 
material is registered with the government. In the case 
of the Canadian films, the department decided that 
three were indeed deserving of the "propaganda" label. 
Two of the films, Acid From Heaven and Acid Rain: 
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Requiem or Recovery, dealt with acid rain, while the 
third, If You Love This Planet, focused on the threat of 
nuclear war. The decision stirred considerable con
troversy at the time. 

U.S. District Court Judge Raul A. Ramirez of 
Sacramento, California, barred the government from 
requiring the propaganda label for the films, first in 
1983 and again in 1985. "To characterize a particular 
expression of political ideas as 'propaganda' is to 
denigrate those ideas," Ramirez said. Assigned nation
wide jurisdiction in the dispute after suits in several 
locales were consolidated, he invalidated that portion of 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act which mandated 
the labeling. The labeling was challenged in California 
by state Sen. Barry Keene (Dem.-Benicia), who said he 
wanted to sponsor showings of the films to support his 
views. Reported in: Los Angeles Times, April 22; 
Variety, April 23. 

The Supreme Court agreed May 5 to enter the emo
tional debate over whether states and school boards may 
require the teaching of "creationism" to explain human 
development. The justices agreed to hear an appeal by 
the state of Louisiana, which passed a law in 1981 that 
requires public schools to give "balanced treatment" to 
the teaching of creationism if evolution is taught. 

In a lawsuit filed by some state education officials, 
parents and taxpayers, a federal district court in New 
Orleans ruled last year that the law violated the First 
Amendment and a federal appeals court panel agreed by 
a 3-0 vote. When the state asked for review by the full 
appeals court, the request was turned down by an 8-7 
vote. 

Because the district court ruled before trial, the 
Supreme Court may simply review a procedural ques
tion about whether the dispute was appropriate for a 
summary decision or should have gone to trial. But the 
state of Louisiana has also urged the high court to go 
beyond the procedural issues and rule that teaching 
creationism does not violate the First Amendment man
date for separation of church and state. Reported in: 
Wall Street Journal, May 6. 

libraries 

Washington, D. C. 
On March 27, Judge June L. Green of the U.S. 

District Court for the District of Columbia granted a 
motion for summary judgment in favor of the defen
dant in the case of American Library Association, et al. 
v. Faurer. 

The case concerns the National Security Agency's 
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directive to the George C. Marshall Library, a private 
library on the campus of the Virginia Military Institute, 
to reclassify as secret government documents and to 
halt public access to the personal letters of William F. 
Friedman, a former NSA cryptographer, which were 
mentioned in The Puzzle Palace, by James Bamford, a 
book highly critical of the agency (see Newsletter, 
March 1984, p. 33). The suit was brought against Lin
coln Faurer, Director of the National Security Agency, 
by the American Library Association, the District of 
Columbia Library Association, the Virginia Library 
Association, the American Historical Association, the 
Organization of American Historians, the Center for 
National Security Studies, and Jay Peterzell, a re
searcher. The Freedom to Read Foundation provided 
support for the plaintiffs. 

The suit sought the restoration of public access to 34 
of the documents donated to the Marshall Library by 
Friedman, including 31 now-classified pieces of private 
correspondence and three government publications. In 
1969, Friedman decided to donate his private papers to 
the library, which obtained them upon his death that 
year. Public access to the collection was not available, 
however, until-with NSA's knowledge-a biographer, 
Ronald Clark, used the collection to research a book 
about Friedman in 1975. The collection was opened to 
the public in 1978. 

Between 1970 and 1978, NSA representatives con
ducted three reviews "devoted to assessing the organiza
tion of the collection and its historical significance." 
Classification reviews occurred in July 1975 and again 
in November and December 1976. In 1981, a visit by 
NSA representatives resulted in the declassification of 
numerous documents. In 1982, Bamford published his 
book based in part on research in the Friedman collec
tion. In 1983, NSA representatives returned to the 
library to identify and review materials previously 
declassified. The representatives declassified some 
materials, but reclassified others, including documents 
previously available to the public and used by Bamford. 
They directed the staff of the Marshall Library to 
withdraw these materials from public access, even 
though several had already been used by researchers and 
cited in published and readily acc~sible works. 

Shortly thereafter plaintiff PeterLell visited the library 
and reviewed the open portions of the Friedman collec
tion. He found that each withdrawn document had been 
replaced by a notice of withdrawal. These notices iden
tified the withdrawn document and indicated the reason 
for withdrawal, either "classified" or "for other 
reasons." The majority of withdrawn items had been 
withdrawn "for other reasons." These are the materials 
to which the plaintiffs sought access. 

Although NSA insisted that the plaintiffs were claim-
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ing a First Amendment right to classified information 
under the control of NSA, the defendants argued that 
"the true posture of the case is much different.'At issue 
is information which was made available to the public at 
the Marshall Library after NSA's review and approval, 
and were it not for NSA's subsequent intervention, that 
information would still be available to the public. Ac
cordingly, plaintiffs' claim is that NSA's intervention 
was (1) unauthorized by any law, (2) in violation of the 
First Amendment, and (3) exceeded the authority on 
which NSA does rely ... Thus, the fundamental ques
tion in this case is not whether plaintiffs have a right to 
NSA information, but whether NSA has a right to in
terfere with plaintiffs' access to information that was 
available to the public.'' 

In rulini in favor of NSA, Judge Green wrote: "The 
arguments presented by both sides place before the 
Court essentially one novel issue for determination: 
whether plaintiffs have a First Amendment right of ac
cess to classified documents which were previously 
disclosed to the public where their disclosure may pose a 
threat to national security ... While it is true that the 
disputed documents were part of the public domain for 
varying lengths of time, public disclosure alone is not a 
sufficient basis for finding a First Amendment violation 
where the national security is at stake .... Given the 
important interest of national self-preservation, the 
Court finds that plaintiffs do not have a First Amend
ment right of access to classified materials previously 
disclosed to the public where their disclosure might en
danger the national security." 

Judge Green acknowledged that NSA might have 
classified the documents at issue improperly. After an in 
camera review of an affidavit submitted by NSA's depu
ty director, however, "the Court concluded that NSA 
had classified properly the information at issue." 
Moreover, Judge Green continued, "the Court's deci
sion is not altered in this instance by NSA's apparent 
failure to comply strictly with the classification scheme 
authorized in [the most recent Executive Order on 
classification]. The Court does not condone by any 
means NSA's cavalier attitude toward its classification 
determination of the materials at issue, especially the 31 
pieces of correspondence. However, the Court believes 
that this factor alone should not be used as a means to 
accomplish by the back door what the Court would not 
permit by the front door-invalidation of NSA's 
classification determination and disclosure of the infor
mation in question. The threat posed to the national 
security is just too great." 

An appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia is expected. 

(continued on page 133) 
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is it legal? 

schools 

Mobile, Alabama 
A major legal battle is shaping up in Mobile over the 

issue of religious instruction in public schools. This 
time, however, it is the devout Christians who are com
plaining-about the teaching of an alleged religion call
ed "Secular Humanism." If the plaintiffs, who appear 
to have found a sympathetic federal judge, win, they 
will have engaged the authority of the federal courts in 
their attempt to censor and edit textbooks. 

In January, 1983, U.S. District Court Judge Brevard 
Hand upheld an Alabama law authorizing a moment of 
silent prayer in the schools, saying the Supreme Court 
had erred in finding that the First Amendment pro
hibited a state from establishing a religion. After Judge 
Hand was predictably reversed on appeal, he exercised a 
right he had reserved to himself in a footnote to his 
original decision. In that note, the judge indicated that 
if he were overruled on the prayer issue he would look 
into whether other forms of religion were being pro
moted in the curriculum. "It is time to recognize," he 
wrote, "that the constitutional definition of religion en
compasses more than Christianity, and prohibits as well 
the establishment of a secular religion." 

When the case returned to Judge Hand the original 
plaintiff who challenged the prayer law, having won his 
point, dropped out. But Hand then realigned the case, 
making plaintiffs of some 624 parents, teachers and 
students who originally intervened to help defend the 
prayer law which had been struck down on appeal. It is 
this group which is now challenging the allegedly 
religious-that is, "secular humanist"-content of the 
Alabama school curriculum. The defendants are the 
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Alabama Board of Education, the Mobile school board 
and Governor George C. Wallace. 

"What we are asking is that this strict neutrality con
cept be evenly applied," said Thomas F. Parker, one of 
the lawyers representing the plaintiffs. "It's already 
been equally applied to remove Judaism and Christian
ity from the schools. We're asking that it be equally ap
plied to remove humanism." 

The lawsuit proceeded without much notice until 
February when the State Board of Education discovered 
that Governor Wallace, almost ninety days earlier, had 
joined the plaintiffs. With no public notice, Wallace's 
legal adviser signed a legal stipulation saying that "the 
Governor of Alabama agrees that humanism is a 
religion," that "the advancement of humanism in 
public school textbooks would violate the First Amend
ment," that "the roles of Protestantism, Catholicism 
and Judaism have been excluded from textbooks used in 
the public schools of Alabama,'' that such censorship 
"constitutes unconstitutional discrimination against 
religion in violation of the First Amendment,'' and that 
the Governor consents to let the federal court approve 
new standards of textbook selection for the state. 

The Mobile County Board of School Commissioners 
met February 26 and voted 3-2 to approve a consent 
document similar to the one signed by the Governor's 
adviser. The three white members of the board voted for 
the agreement, while the two black members were op
posed. Dr. Robert W. Gilliard, a black dentist who is 
vice president of the board, said, "This is what you call 
committing hari kari." If he had voted "to allow people 
to tear pages out of our school books," Dr. Gilliard 
said, "I would be derelict in my duties." These 
developments left the state board virtually alone defend
ing against the suit and some of its members were be
ing pressured to give in. "They are getting bombarded 
with calls and letters and postcards," said John M. 
Tyson, Jr., the board's vice chair. 

In late February, however, Judge Hand granted the 
request of a group of parents and students to intervene 
in defense of the school system. The group is 
represented by William A. Bradford Jr., a Washington, 
D.C. attorney, whose expenses are being paid by People 
for the American Way and the Alabama ACLU. The 
plaintiffs are supported by the Freedom Council, 
founded by television evangelist and apparent presiden
tial candidate Pat Robertson. 

If the plaintiffs win a federal court order establishing 
"secular humanism" as a religion whose evidence must 
be purged from school materials, Bradford said, "every 
school board in the country is going to be confronted 
with it. And it will wreak havoc and confusion until it is 
reversed." Reported in: New York Times, February 28; 
Montgomery Advertiser, February 25. 

131 



universities 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
The American Civil Liberties Union filed suit against 

University of Arkansas officials in federal court April 
18, charging that the constitutional rights of a homosex
ual student group had been violated. The Gay and Les
bian Student Association was denied equal protection of 
law and assembly because it did not receive university 
student service funds, according to the suit. 

The suit was prompted after the GLSA requested 
$164 for the current school year for informational ac
tivities, according to the group's representative, Linda 
Lovell. When the Associated Student Government 
Senate denied the funds last November without explana
tion, GLSA appealed to the vice chancellor for student 
services, who refused to overturn the decision. He was 
supported by the university chancellor and the 
president. 

The suit charged that student senators acted in con
spiracy with university officials. It noted a long-running 
controversy over funding for GLSA, including a vote a 
year earlier in which the senate passed a measure to pro
hibit all funding of the GLSA. That bill was vetoed by 
the senate president, however. Reported in: Tulsa 
World, April 19. 

Austin, Texas 
About eight hundred anti-apartheid demonstrators 

chanted and listened to speeches for one-and-a-half 
hours April 25 outside the Main Building at the Univer
sity of Texas during a rally that violated university rules 
on the time and place of public meetings. Unlike three 
other unauthorized April rallies in which 228 people 
were arrested, university police made no arrests. The 
decision not to make arrests was not a concession, 
however, and did not mean that the university no longer 
intended to enforce the meeting rules, said Ronald 
Brown, vice president for student affairs. Brown said 
further that disciplinary proceedings would be started 
for students who were identified as leaders of the rally, 
including some who were arrested earlier. 

"There was a consensus that although the arrests 
were appropriate the first three times-and if thmgs got 
out of hand, they would be appropriate here-if the 
purpose was to test our rules, there is now ample 
evidence to do that," Brown added. "We also are keep
ing in reserve the possibility of further arrests both to
day and in the future.'' 

University officials have said the school is "dedicated 
to free speech," and that rules formulated in the late 
1960s, in response to the demonstrations of that era, 
which limit meetings on the popular West Mall gather
ing area, are meant only to ensure that normal opera-
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tions of the university will not be interrupted and to 
allow for orderly use of the mall by all student groups. 
Protesters charge, however, that the West Mall rules are 
unconstitutional limits on free speech. Attorneys who 
have volunteered to represent the arrested students have 
said that a lawsuit challenging the rules is likely, 
although some demonstration leaders have expressed 
concern that a major free speech fight might draw atten
tion away from the isue at hand, which is apartheid and 
the university's alleged support for it through 
investment. 

Jeffrey Friedman, a UT law student from 1967 to 
1970 and mayor of Austin in the early 1970s, said he had 
not been familiar with the rules until the arrests, but 
said "they would have a hard time justifying to me that 
these rul~s are constitutional. Freedom of speech 
doesn't require your group to be orderly. If they were 
disrupting a class or taking over a private office, that 
would be different. But if people are gathering on open, 
public ground, you have to show that they are causing 
some specific harm to stop them." 

Jim Harrington, legal director of the Texas Civil 
Liberties Union, also said the rules were of doubtful 
validity. "The problem with the West Mall is that it has 
historically been a place of protest. If they're arresting 
on that, they're asking for trouble,'' Harrington said. 
''The courts are not going to put up with a lot of 
nonsense by a university, where there is supposed to be 
virtually a free flow of discussion. The law operates 
presumptively in favor of students, and to interfere with 
free speech you'd have to show that there had been an 
interference in the orderly running of the school." 

According to Glenn Maloney, assistant dean of 
students, a student group may reserve the mall from 
noon to one p.m. and the university has two additional 
"free speech areas" where unlimited use is allowed. 
Reported in: Austin American-Statesman, April 25, 26. 

obscenity 

Sacramento, California 
On April 15, Governor George Deukmejian signed in

to law legislation changing California's twenty-year-old 
definition of obscenity, giving prosecutors a new 
weapon that sponsors of the measure claim will lead to 
more prosecutions. "It's a very significant change in the 
law. This bill will make it easier to prosecute por
nography cases," said the author of the measure, Sen. 
Wadie P. Deddeh (Dem.-Chula Vista). 

Current California law defines obscene matter as 
material that "is utterly without redeeming social 
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importance," a definition that critics say is so narrow 
that it makes prosecutions difficult and has led to 
widespread distribution of pornographic material. The 
new law, which goes into effect January 1, 1987, 
replaces the old language with wording that defines 
•"obscene" as material which "lacks significant literary, 
artistic, political, educational, or scientific value." 

Deddeh and others originally wanted the word 
"serious" instead of "significant" in the definition. 
This would have conformed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court's 1973 Miller definition. The new California 
statute's use of "significant" in place of "serious" may 
open a new front in the legal battle over obscenity. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has attempted to spell out what the 
word "serious" means in the federal standard, but 
defense lawyers are expected to raise new arguments 
over what the new wording means. As of January, the 
federal Miller wording had been adopted by 38 states. 

Marjorie C. Swartz, a lobbyist for the ACLU, 
predicted the new law will "have a chilling effect" on 
writers, film makers and other artists who will not have 
the money to defend themselves in court. At the same 
time, she claimed that it would not stop the flood of 
pornography. "New York has a similar law, and there is 
plenty of pornography there. No one has been able to 
stop it. What it does do is have a chilling effect on 
artists." 

Attorney General John K. Van de Kamp expressed 
strong support for the new legislation. "The current 
language essentially means that if the material has a 
scintilla, iota or jot of worth, it is not obscene. This is 
meaningless," he said. The new statute was passed by 
the Senate in April, 1985, by a vote of 31-3. In March, 
1986, the Assembly passed it, 63-3. The Senate went 
along with Assembly amendments and sent the bill to 
the governor with a 38-0 vote April 3. Reported in: Los 
Angeles Times, April 16. 

adult bookstores 

Richmond, Virginia 
The Richmond City Council has made it illegal for 

adult bookstore operators to allow customers to view 
adult films in private booths. The law is aimed at 
stopping people-especially homosexual men-from 
using the booths for sexual encounters. The new law, 
adopted April 14, forces store operators to remove the 
doors on booths. Reported in: Richmond News
Leader, April 15. 
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shopping malls 

Lansing, Michigan 
Legislation to open shopping centers to petition cir

culators and speech-makers was introduced in the 
Michigan Legislature March 19 by a lawmaker who said 
malls have replaced downtowns as public gathering 
places. The bill, proposed by Rep. Perry Bullard 
(Dem.-Ann Arbor), would nullify a 1985 state Supreme 
Court decision that allowed mall owners to ban petition 
circulators (see Newsletter, March 1986, p. 50). 

"The modern reality is that if citizens can't get 
access to other citizens, then there is no free speech, 
there is no effective right to petition the government for 
redress of grievances, and there is no democracy," 
Bullard said. His legislation would allow malls to 
impose restrictions upon petitioners, and would not 
allow petitioners inside individual mall stores. 
Reported in: Flint Journal, March 20. 

(from the bench ... from page 130) 

obscenity 

Jackson, Mississippi 
U.S. District Court Judge L. T. Senter responded 

favorably to a proposal by Mississippi Attorney General 
Ed Pittman to delete unconstitutional parts of the 
state's 1983 obscenity law rather than throw out the en
tire statute (see Newsletter, March 1986, p. 55). In an 
April 10 ruling, Senter removed a temporary injunction 
he had placed against enforcement of the law and took 
out references to "lustful," "erotic," and "of 
decency" in its language. 

Nathan Goldstein, owner of The Book Store in 
Greenville, and others filed suit against the state in May, 
1983, contending the law violated the U.S. Constitution 
and was "chilling [the] exercise of the freedoms of 
speech and press." Goldstein and the other plaintiffs 
asked the court to declare the law unconstitutional. 

Senter granted a temporary injunction, declaring the 
Legislature's definition of obscenity invalid. In the most 
recent ruling, however, he reinstated the law with most 
of its provisions intact. The original law had defined 
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obscenity as any material which "appeals to the prurient 
interest, that is, a lustful, erotic, shameful, or morbid 
interest" in sex or nudity. It stated the material would 
be "patently offensive" if it was "so offensive on its 
face as to affront community standards of decency." 

Hilary Chiz of Jackson, director of the state chapter 
of the ACLU, said that organization considers any law 
on obscenity to be censorship and was not satisfied with 
Senter's ruling. "I don't see how the words 'lustful' or 
'erotic' are any more subjective than the words 
'shameful' or 'morbid' which he left in the law," she 
said. Reported in: Tupelo Journal, April 11. 

newspaper 

Providence, Rhode Island 
The Providence Journal was fined $100,000 and its 

top editor given an eighteen-month suspended prison 
term April 2 for publishing an article about Raymond J. 
Patriarca in violation of a federal court order. Francis 
J. Boyle, chief judge of the U.S. District Court for 
Rhode Island, said a substantial penalty was in order 
because the newspaper had "chosen to violate an ap
propriate court order and boldly communicate that de
fiance to hundreds of thousands of residents of this 
area." In March, Judge Boyle found the paper and its 
top editor, Charles McC. Hauser, in criminal contempt 
for "willfully and deliberately" violating his temporary 
restraining order forbidding publication of a story on 
Patriarca, a reputed organized crime leader. 

In November, Patriarca asked the court to block 
publication of conversations between him and his 
father, another reputed crime figure. The conversations 
were based on notes taken by the FBI and transcripts of 
an illegal government wiretap in the early 1960s. The 
Journal obtained the documents through the Freedom 
of Information Act after the death of the elder 
Patriarca. The paper had been denied the materials 
while he was alive (see Newsletter, January 1986, p. 19). 

Judge Boyle vacated the restraining order barring 
publication shortly after it was i~'iolled and acknowledg
ed that it was unlikely to with:,,Land a constitutional 
challenge. But the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that 
court orders must be obeyed even if they are illegal. 

Legal authorities differed on the impact of the case. 
Harvard Law School Professor Laurence Tribe describ
ed the decision as a simple case of the judiciary acting 
on its power to punish violators of its orders which did 
not threaten First Amendment press freedoms. Promi
nent First Amendment attorney Floyd Abrams, 
however, said he regarded the judgment as "an extreme
ly troubling ruling which may lead to significant impair-
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ment of First Amendment rights in the future by en
couraging courts to issue unconstitutional prior 
restraints on publication." Reported in: New York 
Times, April 3. 
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success stories 

libraries 

Gwinnett County, Georgia 
Parent Theresa Wilson, who last year vowed "to find 

every [objectionable] book in Gwinnett County and 
bring it before the board," was defeated in her effort to 
ban Confessions of an Only Child, by Norma Klein, by 
a unanimous vote of the Gwinnett Board of Education 
April 10. Mrs. Wilson had asked the board to overrule a 
December 18 committee decision to retain the book. 
Last year, Wilson led a successful effort to remove 
Judy Blume's Deenie from elementary school libraries. 
That action sparked both additional challenges and op
position to censorship in the suburban Atlanta county 
(see p. 117 and Newsletter, November 1985 , p. 193; 
January 1986, p. 8; March 1986, p. 57; May 1986, p. 
97). 

Wilson found Confessions of an Only Child, which is 
about a young girl's experience with gaining a new 
family member, offensive on religious grounds because 
it uses the words "God damn." "One day each and 
every one of us will stand before God almighty, and you 
will answer to how you believe, how you voted, how you 
stand," she warned board members. 

Norma Klein herself appeared before the Gwinnett 
board in defense of her novel. '' I don't believe any book 
is capable of harming any child,'' the author told the 
board. "I see these books as an avenue to open discus
sion, .. . a way to bring parents and children closer 
together. By removing a book, one parent is forcing her 
judgment on other parents," she said. "Simply having 
it available, a book is not being forced on anyone." 
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Some board members agreed that the passage in ques
tion was offensive or inappropriate, but argued that the 
young adult novel still had redeeming educational value. 
"I think this book has much literary merit, and it shows 
an open discussion within the family," said board 
member Louis Radloff. Reported in: Atlanta Constitu
tion, April 11. 

Des Moines, Iowa 
A Des Moines school district committee rejected a re

quest April 9 to remove from library shelves a book that 
a parent said instructs students how to get a "cheap 
high" by smoking bananas or drinking nutmeg. The 
district's reconsideration committee voted 10-0 to 
recommend that the book, Drugs from A to Z: A Dic
tionary, by Richard R. Lingeman, remain in the library. 
The recommendation went to the superintendent and 
may be appealed to the school board. 

"This book not only gives definitions of drugs but 
also tells how and what to use to get a cheap 
high-which could be lethal," Rosa L. Fuller wrote in 
her complaint. She listed nine definitions that could give 
a young reader "knowledge on how to make a cheap 
high by using common spices ... in the average 
home.'' 

Committee members were not persuaded by Fuller's 
objections. They rejected her concern that students in 
sixth- through eighth-grade were reading the book to ex
periment at home with such household items as spices. 
The committee noted that the book was published in 
1969 and was rarely checked out of school libraries. 
Reported in: Des Moines Register, April 10. 

Gray, Maine 
By an 8-1 vote, with one abstention, the SAD 15 

School Board on April 2 upheld a media review commit
tee's recommendation not to remove a sex education 
book from the Gray-New Gloucester High School 
library. High school students will be granted 
unrestricted access to the book, Changing Bodies, 
Changing Lives, by Ruth Bell and others, and junior 
high students may sign it out with parental permission, 
the board ruled. 

New Gloucester resident Linda Mitchell challenged 
the book last November, objecting to, among other 
things, its explicit first person accounts of teenagers' 
sexual experiences. 

In upholding the committee's decision, the board 
cited the ALA Library Bill of Rights . Echoing one of 
that document's key themes, parent Scott Swiger told 
the board, "It really angers me when one group of 
people are telling me what's good for my children, and 
not good. If you don't like something, handle it in your 
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own home, and leave me alone, leave my child alone." 
Reported in: Portland Press-Herald, April 4. 

Sallisaw, Oklahoma 
The Sisters Impossible, by J. D. Landis, was back in 

circulation at the Eastside Elementary School library 
after the Sallisaw school board agreed to an out-of
court settlement with a group of parents who filed suit 
to reverse the board's 1985 decision to ban the book. 
The parents were supported by the Freedom to Read 
Foundation (see Newsletter, July 1985, p. 112; March 
1986, pp. 34, 60, 65). 

In what one Oklahoma newspaper called "an uncon
ditional surrender,'' the board agreed to place The 
Sisters Impossible back on the shelf of the Eastside 
Elementary School library; pay $6,600 of plaintiff's at
torney fees; formulate a plan for revision of school 
policy on review of school library or media center 
material or removal thereof; and formulate a revision of 
policy for dealing with objections to or complaints 
about school library or media center material. Board 
members voted 4-1 to accept the agreement, with board 
president Wayne Land casting the dissenting vote. 

The book, which was not returned to the library after 
the parents of a fourth grader objected to it, uses the 
word "hell" seven times and the words "fart" and 
"bullshit" once each in its 169 pages. The book had 
been on the shelf for four years under a 1979 "Right to 
Read" policy adopted by the board. The lawsuit was 
filed by parents Roy and Sharon Faulkenberry, Russell 
and Gail E. Ogle, Robert G. and Kay D. Tucci, and 
Perry and Emma Sue Lewis. Reported in: Muskogee 
Phoenix and Times-Democrat, April 30. 

Albany, Oregon 
By a 5-0 vote March 18, the Albany Library Board re

jected a school janitor's request to remove the book 
Witches, by Colin Wilson, from the public library. Jerry 
A. Stutzman, an Albany Public Schools custodian, had 
written the board two months earlier asking that the 
book be removed. He said he read a few passages while 
visiting the library. These convinced him the book con
tained material "that is satanic in nature, thereby 
having tremendous drawing powe.r to the curious and 
unsuspecting." Library Director ~ ayne Suggs said the 
book was "pretty much a history of witches and witch
craft from early times." Reported in: Vancouver 
Columbian, March 20. 

schools 

Fallbrook, California 
Two Fallbrook High School graduates will enter col-
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lege this fall with a nest egg of $5,000 each-money won 
in a February out-of-court settlement of their eighteen
month legal battle with the Fallbrook Union High 
School District over publication and distribution of an 
underground newspaper deemed obscene and libelous 
by school authorities. 

Daniel Gluesenkamp and Philip Tiso were suspended 
for five days from Fallbrook High School in the fall of 
1984, after distributing the first issue of the Hatchet 
Job. The paper included a movie and book review, a 
comic strip criticizing U.S. involvement in Central 
America and a teacher opinion poll. But it was a two
paragraph essay and a photo caption that raised the ire 
of Fall brook High principal Hank Woessner. 

The caption ran under a photograph of then
Secretary of Education Terrel H. Bell, school board 
president Wayne Miller and Congressional Represen
tative Ron Packard (Rep.-Carlsbad). It said the three 
were completing a drug transaction. The essay, aimed at 
student apathy, included references to sex, drugs, rock 
'n' roll and politics. 

Although more than a dozen students participated in 
the Hatchet Job, only Gluesenkamp, who conceived the 
project, and Tiso, who wrote the essay, were disciplin
ed . "It was probably the worst, most egregious case in
volving violation of students' First Amendment rights 
by a school district," said attorney Rob DeKoven, who 
represented the students on behalf of the ACLU. 

After two appeals to the school board to clear the 
suspensions from their records, Gluesenkamp and Tiso 
filed a claim against the district alleging violation of 
First Amendment right. The school district then filed 
suit against the students and that prompted a counter
suit. Efforts to settle out of court proceeded without 
success because the district refused an apology demand
ed by the students. Then, in December, 1985, Vista 
Superior Court Judge Larry Kapiloff ruled that the 
district violated the state's education code by suspend
ing Tiso and Gluesenkamp without trying alternate 
ineans of discipline. 

Within two months, the board settled. The district 
agreed to pay the two students $22,000, clear their 
suspensions from the records, apologize to them, and 
sponsor a one-day workshop on freedom of speech. The 
ACLU received $6,000 in legal fees and the students 
agreed to donate another $6,000 to the ACLU. 

''Things turned out better than I expected,'' 
Gluesenkamp said . "I was surprised they gave us a set
tlement we'd accept. All the way along, they were saying 
things like, 'We'll forget if you'll forget.' But we 
wanted an apology. They're not sorry, but they 
apologized ." Reported in: Los Angeles Times, May 18. 
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Pasadena, Texas 
A U.S. history textbook, which became the center of 

discussion at a specially called meeting of the Pasadena 
school board, was adopted by a close vote March 31, 
despite objections raised by some trustees. The eleventh-

, grade text, Our Land, Our Time, drew criticism from 
some board members for its alleged opposition to the 
free enterprise system and President Reagan's ad
ministration. The book had been targeted by Mel and 
Norma Gabler, conservative textbook watchdogs, but 
was approved by the state textbook committee for use in 
Texas schools (see Newsletter, January 1986, p. 21). 

Although the board had previously accepted the 
recommendations of a 47-member district textbook 
committee to adopt 54 textbooks and supplementary 
readers for use in the district's 43 schools, the board 
voted to have the committee review its selection of Our 
Land, Our Time. Four committee members, represen
ting each high school in the district, attended the 
meeting and again recommended the text which they 
found "meets all of the criteria" and includes the essen
tial elements. 

Jack Ray, supervisor of social studies, told the board, 
"The textbook committee represents sixty years of 
classroom teaching. I feel very comfortable with their 
selection because I think they have a strong commitment 
and are totally qualified to select the text." He said 
claims that the book opposes free enterprise are 
"evidently taken out of context. These are the same 
charges made to the state textbook committee." 

Trustee Danny Barfield objected to the scrutiny the 
board was giving the book. "We are not qualified under 
Texas Education Agency rules to teach," he said. "I'm 
not an administrator and I'm not a teacher. I think as a 
board we must look to the professionals we have hired 
in the district, ask them their opinions and rely on their 
opinions.'' 

Dr. B. J. Garner said he felt it was within the right of 
the board to review books, however, and reminded the 
trustees that the committee only has the power to 
recommend. "We're not usurping any authority or 
power from any other body," he said. 

After a 50-minute discussion, the board voted 4-3 to 
accept the text book. Trustees Barfield, Harvey Turner, 
Rudy Schubert and Sam Hawkins voted for the text 
while Garner, Board President Cecil Ghormley, and 
Vickie Morgan voted against adoption. Reported in: 
Pasadena Citizen, April 1. 

rock records 

Annapolis, Maryland 
By a 7-4 majority April 1, Maryland's Senate Judicial 
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Proceedings Committee voted down a bill that would 
have protected teenagers from records with songs that 
have lyrics considered obscene, thereby ending several 
months of highly publicized debate. "It's the best April 
Fool's Day I've had in my life," said recording industry 
lobbyist Bruce Boreano, who had earlier courted 
legislators and the press with rock musician Frank Zap
pa at his side. 

The legislation, introduced by Delegate Judith Toth 
(Dem.-Montgomery County), would have included 
prison penalties. The bill had won overwhelming sup
port in the House of Delegates, which approved it by a 
vote of 96-31 February 14 (see Newsletter, May 1986, p. 
95). Toth vowed to reintroduce the measure next year. 

Sen. Margaret Schweinhaut (Dem.-Montgomery 
County), one of the most senior members of the 
legislature, spoke for the bill's proponents in the Senate. 
"It is the height of vulgarity that we're feeding into the 
minds of children,'' she said of some recent record 
releases. "To suggest this is the standard of our culture 
is nothing short of criminal." 

Sen. Barbara Hoffman (Dem.-Baltimore City) was 
among the majority who voted against the measure. She 
said she had been swamped with calls from bill sup
porters who told her "I was going to go to hell or was 
immoral. That kind of intolerance scares me, and the 
people who are afraid of words scare me." She said she 
feared the state would step from record censorship to 
book burning. Reported in: Washington Times, April 2. 

(porn commission . . . from page 112) 

The commission also found a connection between the 
pornography industry and organized crime. "There 
seems strong evidence that significant portions of the 
pornography magazine industry, the peep-show in
dustry and the pornographic film industry are either 
directly operated or closely controlled by La Casa 
Nostra members or very close associates," the report 
found. "We are not reluctant to conclude that in many 
aspects of the pornography business that La Casa 
Nostra is getting a piece of the action." 

Becker, Levine dissent 
Many of the commission's final deliberations were 

marked by developing differences within its ranks. 
These came to a head when two members of the com
mission issued a sharp dissent to the panel's conclusion 
that most pornography can lead to violence. ''The idea 
that eleven individuals studying in their spare time could 
complete a comprehensive report on so complex a mat
ter in so constricted a time frame is simply unrealistic," 
said the two panelists, Judith V. Becker, a professor of 
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psychology at Columbia University, and Ellen Levine, 
editor of Woman's Day magazine. "No self-respecting 
investigator would accept conclusions based on such a 
study," they said. 

Becker and Levine rejected several of the commis
sion's major recommendations, including its call for 
consideration of mandatory prison terms. They were 
also highly critical of the commission's finding that 
most pornography sold in the U.S. was "degrading" 
and could, with sufficient exposure, lead to violence. 
The two strongly endorsed the panel's call for increased 
vigilance in controlling child pornography, however. 
''Only the child pornography recommendations receiv
ed thorough discussion," they said. They also called for 
tougher law enforcement efforts against violent 
materials that could be also classified as obscene. 

"It is essential to state that the social science research 
has not been designed to evaluate the relationship be
tween exposure to pornography and the commission of 
sexual crimes," they said. "Efforts to tease the current 
data into proof of a causal link between these acts 
simply cannot be accepted." 

Becker and Levine agreed with several others on the 
panel that the final report had been rushed. The Justice 
Department declined to give the commission additional 
time. Their statement also noted a "paucity of certain 
types of testimony, including dissenting expert 
opinion." The two said they would still allow their 
names to be attached to the commission's report, which 
will include their statement. It was not immediately 
clear if other panelists would join them in disagreeing 
with parts of the final report. 

In the statement, the two panelists questioned the 
type of evidence presented to the panel. "The visuals, 
both print and video, were skewed to the very violent 
and extremely degrading," they said. "While one does 
not deny the existence of this material, the fact that it 
dominated the materials presented may have distorted 
the commission's judgment about the proportion of 
such violent material in relation to the total por
nographic material in distribution." 

workshop added to anti-porn drive 
In a development related to th f' commission's work, 

scholars and therapists who agree Lhat pornography can 
be harmful were called to Washington June 22-24 to 
discuss the question of pornography's effects on health.' 
The group of 19 to 20 experts included the president of 
the American Psychiatric Association an~ at least four 
researchers who testified before the Meese Commission. 
The meeting was held under the auspices of the U.S. 
surgeon general, C. Everett Koop, but the Justice 
Department's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin
quency Prevention footed the bill. 
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Koop had offered to do research for the Meese Com
mission in June of 1985 when he condemned por
nography in testimony before it, but said the Justice 
Department would have to pay for the effort. Although 
some commission panelists said Koop's strong anti
pornography statements cast doubt on his objectivity as 
a researcher, commission chair Henry Hudson said the 
panel voted in July, 1985, to ask for the study. The 
June, 1986, seminar was decided upon after negotia
tions between the surgeon general and the Justice De
partment. Theodore Cron, Koop's chief special as
sistant, said that although the conference was held at 
the request of the commission, its findings would be re
ported independently. Hudson said the commission may 
add the findings of the meeting to its report, which is 
due July 2. 

Opponents of the harsh anti-pornography stances 
taken by Koop, the Meese Commission and the Reagan 
administration generally were critical of the planned 
meeting. "Ludicrous," said Robert Hawkins, who 
teaches human sexuality and is associate dean of the 
School of Allied Health at the State University of New 
York at Stony Brook. 

The composition of the meeting highlights the ex
istence of an important schism among experts. Those 
who are more likely than not to agree that pornography 
can be harmful include, first, clinicians who work with 
abused children and women and, second, academic 
researchers who measure responses to pornography in 
the laboratory. Almost all those who have accepted in
vitations to the workshop fit into one or the other of 
these categories. 

Sex therapists and psychotherapists who work with 
less specialized cases often take the opposing view, 
along with sex educators and such mainstream sex 
scholars as Hawkins and Vern Bullough, dean of 
natural and social sciences at the State University Col
lege at Buffalo and former president of the Society for 
the Scientific Study of Sex. Bullough said that 
academics who had agreed to attend the Koop 
workshop were almost entirely researchers outside the 
mainstream of teaching on sexuality. He said that work 
by such researchers usually equated verbal responses to 
stimulation with actual behavior, which is largely 
untestable. 

As was the case with the Meese Commission, no 
known defender of pornography or outspoken en
thusiast for the First Amendment was among the 
workshop participants initially announced. Reported in: 
New York Times, April 11, 15, May 3, 14, 19, 20; 
Washington Post, April 16; New York Tribune, April 
16; Newsday, April 28, May 17; Minneapolis Star & 
Tribune, May 2. 
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("most censored" ... from page 109) 

5. Media Merger Mania Threatens Information Flow. 
The drive for profits, coupled with the collapse of the 

.Federal Communications Commission in 1985, led to a 
frenzy of media mergers and paved the way for an inter
national information monopoly. Alarmed by the $6.3 
billion RCA/NBC takeover by General Electric last 
year, consumer advocate Ralph Nader warned of the in
creased threat of censorship resulting from con
glomerate self-interest, saying "self-censorship is alive 
and well in the U.S. media." 

6. Terata: The Birth Defect Epidemic. Twelve percent 
of all babies born in the United States this year will have 
a serious, often incurable, mental or physical health 
disorder. The number of abnormal newborns has 
doubled since the late 1950s and some of the worst ab
normalities are increasing at alarming rates; the cause is 
now being linked to environmental disasters. 

7. Phony "Star Wars" Test Result. Administration 
officials reportedly are covering up scientific failures 
with the "Star Wars" project in an effort to sell the 
program to a skeptical American public. The need for 
continuing "Star Wars" tests is the major reason 
President Regan won't respond to the Soviet proposal 
for a comprehensive nuclear test ban. 

8. Nuclear Decapitation Study. A highly-classified 
Congressional study, known as the "Nuclear Decapita
tion Study," revealed that the U.S. strategic command 
and control system could easily be knocked out quickly 
in nuclear war. This led to the rapid and unheralded 
development of GWEN-Ground Wave Emergency 
Network-which calls for construction of 57 thirty
story communication towers to be built throughout the 
United States this year. 

9. Federal Government Rips Off the Homeless. 
Homelessness is a national emergency on a scale 
unheard of since the Great Depression. Yet, a federal 
task force, established by the Department of Health and 
Human Services in 1983, has totally failed to reduce the 
problem as a result of waste and corruption in federal 
agencies such as the Departments of Defense and 
Housing and Urban Development, and the General Ser
vices Administration. 

10. High-tech Health Hazards. The "clean" high
tech industry may be America's new occupational 
nightmare. Poisonings are twice as common among 
semiconductor workers as they are among employees in 
other industries and work-related illnesses occur three
and-one-half times more frequently than in manufactur
ing as a whole. Some high-tech health problems include 
respiratory disease, chemical sensitization, hyperten
sion, radiation hazards, reproductive problems, and 
cancer. 

July 1986 

The other 15 under-reported stories of 1985 were: The 
Global Struggle for Water, Nicaraguan Contra Aid and 
the International Court of Justice, Prison Rape: The 
Subject No One Wants To Talk About, U.S. Public 
Relations Firms Profit From Bloody Dictatorships, 
Underground Fuel Tanks Contaminate Nation's Drink
ing Water, NRC "Nukes" Safety in Licensing U.S. 
Nuclear Power Plants, Leonard Peltier: Murderer Or 
America's Andrei Sakharov?, Agribusiness Is Destroy
ing Agriculture, FAA Ignores Inexpensive Midair 
Collision-Avoidance Device, Campus Gang Rape, 
Tobacco Industry Appeals To Children And The Third 
World, America Slaughters Its Dairy Cows While 
Children Starve To Death, American Media Ignore the 
Deaths of 60 U.S. Servicemen in 1985, The Green River 
Murder Case, and The National Institutes of Health 
Seek Stronger Tobacco Plant. 

The panel of jurors who selected the top ten stories 
were: Dr. Donna Allen, editor and publisher of Media 
Report To Women; Ben Bagdikian, Dean, Graduate 
School of Journalism, University of California, 
Berkeley; Noam Chomsky, professor, MIT, and writer 
on contemporary affairs; Dr. George Gerbner, Dean, 
Annenberg School of Communication, University of 
Pennsylvania; Charlayne Hunter-Gault, national cor
respondent, MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour; Nicholas 
Johnson, public lecturer, nationally syndicated colum
nist, and professor of law; Charles L. Klotzer, editor 
and publisher, The St. Louis Journalism Review; Jack 
L. Nelson, professor, Graduate School of Education, 
Rutgers University; Susan Sontag, writer; Sheila Rabb 
Weidenfeld, president, D. C. Productions, Ltd. 

Sonoma State University student researchers par
ticipating in the nationwide research effort were Marc 
Afifi, Sharon Benjamin, Ron Claret, Lisa Coyle, Diane 
Fennessy, Susan King, Felicia Lipson, Jeff McDonald, 
Dan Murphy, Charlotte Noda, Nora Norminton, Janet 
Russell, David Stager, Kathleen Wolff, and Jennifer 
Wood. 

Dr. Jensen, who originated the media research pro
ject in 1976, said "This project has been called a 'distant 
early warning system for society's problems.' If so, this 
year's results may be warning us that we are committing 
environmental suicide and we don't even know it. Three 
of the top ten stories, military toxic wastes, terata, and 
high-tech health hazards, along with the 15th-ranked 
story, leaking underground fuel tanks, appear to in
dicate that we are rapidly poisoning ourselves and our 
environment." 

Anyone interested in nominating a 1986 story for next 
year's project can send a copy of the story to Dr. Carl 
Jensen, Project Censored, Sonoma State University, 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928. 

139 



I 
intellectual freedom bibliography 
Compiled by Nancy Herman, Assistant Director, Office 
for Intellectual Freedom 

Atkins, Norman. "Protest IOI." Village Voice, June 3, 1986, 
p. 19-25. 

Baer, R. A. "Fighting the Wrong Battle in Public School 
Censorship Disputes." Social Education, March 1986, 
pp. 164-165. 

Balk, A. "Fighting Censorship." World Press Review, February 
1986, pp. 32-34. 

Beam, A. "Star Wars Divides a Campus." Business Week, March 10, 
1986, pp. 82 +. 

Benjamin, D. "The Leak that Sank Rita." The Washington 
Monthly, January 1986, pp. 18-19. 

Bogert, W. "Censorship and the 'Lottery.' "English Journal, 
February 1986, pp. 64-67. 

Boyd, Neil. "Censorship and Obscenity: Juristiction and the Bound
aries of Free Expression." 23 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 37, Spring 
1985. 

Brownstein, R. "The Shaky G.O.P. Coalition." The Nation, 
March 15, 1986, pp. 301-302+ . 

Campbell, Patty. "YA Sex Guiding: A Library Imperative.'' 
Top of the News, Spring 1986, pp. 298-307. 

Carter, Hedding. "Mass Media: How Responsible, How Free?" 
39 Arkansas Law Review 297. 

Crow, Sherry R. "The Reviewing of Controversial Juvenile Books." 
School Library Media Quarterly, Winter 1986, pp. 83-86. 

DelFattore, Joan. "Contemporary Censorship Pressures and Their 
Effect on Literature Textbooks.'' Association of Departments of 
English Bulletin, Spring 1986, pp. 35-40. 

Diebold, J. "The Impact of the Information Age on Science." Vital 
Speeches of the Day, February I, 1986, p. 244-246. 

Evans, H . "Making History in Gorky." U.S. News & World Report, 
February 17, 1986, p. 74. 

Flygare, T. J. "Teachers' First Amendment Rights Eroding." 
Phi Delta Kappan, January 1986, pp. 396-397 . 

Forbes, M.S. "At Rockefeller Center's Beginning, An Art 
Controversy." Forbes, January 13, 1986, p. 26. 

Frame, R. "Unlikely Allies in a Common War.'' Christianity 
Today, January 17, 1986, pp . 54-55. 

Garvey, J. "Prayer, Politics and Doubt." Commonweal, 
February 28, 1986, pp. 102-103. 

Goldberg, M. "Crackdqwn on 'Obscene' Shows" Rolling Stone, 
January 30, 1986, p . 9. 

Gollon, P.J. "SDI Funds Costly for Scientists ." The Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists, January 1986, pp. 2•21. 

Hamill, Pete. "The Looking Glass War .' ' Village Voice, April 
29, 1986, p. 11. 

Hamm, Valerie J. "The Civil Rights Pornography Ordinances-An 
Examination Under the First Amendment." 73 Kentucky Law 
Journal 1081, 1984-85. 

Hentoff, Nat. "An Ominous Supreme Court Reversal." Village 
Voice, April 15, 1986, p. 34. 

_____ . '' Is the Bill of Rights Too Expensive to Keep.•• Village 
Voice, April 22, 1986, p. 33. 

____ . "A Minority for the Constitution.'' Village Voice, April 
29, 1986,1 p. 28 . 
___ . "This is the American Jewish Committee?" Village Voice, 

May 13, 1986, p. 34. 
----· "The Forgotten Prisoners.'' Village Voice, June 3, 1986, 

p. 26. 
Index on Censorship. Articles on censorship from around the 

world . May 1986. 
Jones, P.M. "Why Soviets Ban Free Expression.' ' Scholastic 

Update, March 7, 1986, p. 25. 
Kistiakowsky, V. "Should University Researchers Accept SDI 

Funding?" Technology Review, January 1986, pp. 10-1 I. 
Kolata, G. "Reye's Data to be Turned Over to Company." Science, 

January 10, 1986, p. 112. 
Krasner, Joseph. Reverse Sullivan and Return to the Rationality of 

Common Law." American Society of Newspaper Editors 
Bulletin, April 1986. 

Lacayo, R. " Give-and-Take on Pornography." Time, March 1986, 
p. 67 . 

Lewin, R. "Creationism Downed Again in Louisiana." Science, 
January 10, 1986, p. 112. 

Lovitt, C. "Readers React to Rating Records .' ' Scholastic Update, 
January 10, 1986, p. 28. 

Marshall, E. "Dinosaurs Ruffle Some Feathers in California.'' 
Science, January 3, 1986, pp. 18-19. 

McMenamin, Michael. " Publish-or Else.' ' Reason, March 1986, pp. 
29-33. 

Minnery, T . "Pornography: the Human Tragedy.'' Christianity 
Today, March 7, 1986, pp. 16-20+ . 

Moorehead, L. C. "The Big Bang at Fermi Lab.' ' Christianity 
Today, February 26, 1986, p. 206. 

Morrill, Richard L. "School Library Media Programs and Intellectual 
Freedom . " School Library Media Quarterly, Winter 
1986, pp. 71-82. 

Murphy, J . S. "Dealing with the Potential Menace of AJA." 
Academe, January/ February 1986, pp . 46-47. 

(continued on page 134) 

NEWSLETTER ON INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 
50 East Huron Street • Chicago, Illinois 60611 

140 Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 


	IFNewsletter_1986_v35n4part1
	IFNewsletter_1986_v35n4part2
	IFNewsletter_1986_v35n4part3
	IFNewsletter_1986_v35n4part4

