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The American Library Association has joined the American Council of the Blind, 
the Blinded Veterans Association, Playboy Enterprises, Inc., and individual plain
tiffs in filing a lawsuit against the Librarian of Congress, Dr. Daniel Boorstin. The 
suit was filed in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia December 4. The 
plaintiffs seek "declaratory and injunctive relief to prevent the books for the blind 
and physically handicapped program of the Library of Congress from engaging in 
government censorship and suppression of the constitutionally protected ideas and 
expressions contained in braille editions of the textual portions of Playboy 
magazine." 

On July 18, the House of Representatives considered the annual appropriations 
bill for the Library of Congress. On that date, Rep. Chalmers Wylie offered an 
amendment to reduce that appropriation by $103,000. Rep. Wylie explained: "I 
have asked the Library of Congress to stop using money to reproduce PLayboy in 
braille. They have not stopped using the money for this purpose, and so I am 
offering this amendment ... The reduction of $103,000 is the amount I was given 
as being the cost to reproduce and distribute Playboy in braille last year." The 
Wylie amendment was passed by a recorded vote of 216-193, and later confirmed by 
the Senate. On October 29, after conference, the House and Senate adopted the final 
bill, which was subsequently signed into law by President Reagan. 

Although the Wylie amendment did not specifically mention Playboy, immediate
ly after the House vote on the amendment, Boorstin issued a statement expressing 
the view that the purpose of the amendment was "to deny funds for the production 
of a braille edition of Playboy." Boorstin expressed "profound regret at the action 
of the House of Representatives to reduce the appropriations of the Library of Con
gress as its way of censoring material made available to the blind community 
through our Library of Congress service. The next step might be to deny funds to the 
Library of Congress for purchase of books which the House deemed inappropriate, 
subversive, or unacceptable to the majority of the House. Censorship has no place in 
a free society." 

On September 27, Boorstin "directed that no contract for the reproduction of 
Playboy in braille be awarded for the calendar year 1986." Boorstin thus interpreted 
the Wylie amendment as prohibiting the Library of Congress from producing a 
braille edition of Playboy. In a form letter to subscribers dated October 1985, the 

(continued on page 20) 
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'settlement' reached in 
rock lyric dispute 

The growing movement to label rock 'n' roll records 
with sexually explicit, violent and occult lyrics (see 
Newsletter, July 1985, p. 138; September 1985, p. 183) 
won a victory November I when the president of the 
Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) an
nounced that many American record companies would 
soon begin including warnings on albums containing 
potentially offensive lyrics. Or, he said, they may decide 
instead to print the records' lyrics on the back of the 
jackets. 

Stanley Gortikov appeared at a news conference in 
Washington with representatives of the national Parent 
Teacher Association and the Parents Music Resource 
Center (PMRC), a group of prominent "Washington 
wives" headed by Tipper Gore, wife of Sen. Albert 
Gore (Dem.-Tennessee) and Susan Baker, wife of 
Treasury Secretary James Baker, which for months 
have asked the record companies to adopt a labeling 
policy. The groups said that either of the two methods 
cited by Gortikov would be satisfactory. "We're 
delighted," said Tipper Gore. Previously, the PMRC 
had held out for a full-fledged rating system like that 
used for movies. 

Gortikov said that within sixty to ninety days, new 
albums containing possibly objectionable lyrics would 
begin carrying the four-word warning: "Explicit 
Lyrics-Parental Advisory." The association's recom
mendation, however, is not binding on individual com
panies. "We've tried to be especially mindful of First 
Amendment concerns of the artists." 

Although the protesting groups argued that they did 
not advocate a legislative solution to the problem of 
suggestive lyrics-and Gortikov denied that the RIAA's 
action reflected fear of Congressional intervention-the 
highly publicized testimony of Gore and Baker before a 
Congressional committee in September (see Newsletter, 
November 1985, p. 189) placed many in the record in
dustry in a defensive posture. Mike Fernandez, press 
secretary to Sen. Ernest Hollings (Dem.-S. Carolina) 
said the association's announcement, while welcome, 
did not rule out the possibility of future legislation. 
"This is a step in the right direction," he said. "The 
question is how it will be carried out. For now, we won't 
propose anything, but we'll be keeping a watchful eye." 

It was, in fact, questionable as to how effective the 
"settlement" would be at balancing First Amendment 
protections with the concerns of the PMRC and other 
critics of "porn rock." Although the PMRC's attack 
caught much of the record industry by surprise, by the 
time of the Gortikov announcement there was con-
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Frank Zappa on the PMRC 
When Tipper Gore and Susan Baker of the 

Parents' Music Resource Center (PMRC) testified 
before the Senate Commerce Committee in favor 
of a rating system for rock records, they were join
ed by opponents of record labeling, including 
avant-garde rocker Frank Zappa (see Newsletter, 
November 1985, p. 189). Zappa called the Senate 
hearings "a kangaroo court, " and, in turn, Sen. 
Slade Gorton (Rep.- Washington) called Zappa's 
testimony "boorish, incredibly insensitive [and] 
insulting." The editors of the Newsletter thought 
our readers might want to judge for themselves, 
especially since we found Zappa's testimony a 
refreshing and humorous defense of free expres
sion. So, what follows is the full text of Zappa's 
September 19 statement before the Senate Com
merce Committee. 

These are my personal observations and 
opinions. They are addressed to the PMRC as well 
as this committee. I speak on behalf of no group 
or professional organization. 

The PMRC proposal is an ill-conceived piece of 

(continued on page 23) 

siderable evidence that opposition to any sort of ratings 
program was hardening. 

During the summer, the RIAA had sought to appease 
the protesters by recommending an optional labeling 
program, but at that time the PMRC stuck to its de
mand for a compulsory rating system. Moreover, a 
group of smaller recording companies refused to go 
along with the association's recommendations. 

Then, in early October, Los Angeles Mayor Tom 
Bradley blasted the labeling effort as "un-American." 
Speaking at a press conference organized by the Musical 
Majority, a group of members of the rock music com
munity founded by Gold Mountain Records President 
Danny Goldberg, Bradley asked, "Are we next going to 
go to labeling books?'' According to Goldberg, among 
prominent politicians, only Bradley and former 
Democratic vice presidential candidate Geraldine 
Ferraro spoke out against the rating proposal. 

Following the Bradley press conference, MCA 
Records President Irving Azoff told reporters that his 
company would also refuse to put warning labels on 
records. "Never will you find a sticker on one of our 
records," he said. 

These events seemed to strengthen fqrces in the record 
industry willing to resist the labeling demand. For in-
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stance, A & M Records first agreed to the RIAA recom
mendation to put a warning label on some albums, but 
after Azoff's announcement the company came out 
against labeling. Billy Crystal's new comedy album on 
A & M, Mahvelous, was originally released with a 
sticker noting its explicit language, but the company 
quietly dropped the stickers a few weeks later. "It didn't 
look good, and we didn't like the way it felt," one A & 
M employee said. 

At Warner Bros. Records, the mood also shifted from 
agreement to a voluntary labeling program to total 
resistance. "We offered them something, they refused 
us, so now they may get nothing because of their intran
sigence," said Warner Bros. vice president Bob Mer lis. 
Merlis reported that one rock band approached the 
company and asked, " 'What do we have to do to get a 
sticker?' They want to be 'bad' enough to get it." 

Much of the opposition to the labeling proposal came 
from record retailers. It was reported that MCA's deci
sion to buck the labeling plan came because the label 
had been "put on notice" by some of its biggest retail 
customers that they would not accept stickered product 
because of the possibility of local protests. 

At a meeting of the National Association of Record
ing Merchandisers (NARM) in San Diego in early Oc
tober, Jim Bonk, of the Camelot Enterprises retail 
chain, in a speech approved by NARM's Retail Ad
visory Committee, told manufacturers that some 
landlords have started tacking a clause onto record store 
leases "reserving the right to ask the tenant to pull any 
merchandise that is deemed morally objectionable." 
Bonk noted that the music retailer "is the most accessi
ble target for the complaints and objections that ques
tionable lyrics may inspire, a fact that sets us apart from 
the rest of our industry." 

It was in response to these concerns that the RIAA 
modified its proposal to include the option of printing 
potentially offensive lyrics on record jackets rather than 
simply attaching a warning sticker. Apparently sensing 
the changing mood in the industry, the PMRC and the 
PTA quickly agreed to this plan, even though they had 
previously rejected the tougher labeling only solution, 
holding out for a ratings program. 

The RIAA represents 44 American record companies, 
and Gortikov said all of the 22 he approached had 
agreed to either display warning stickers or run lyric 
sheets on potentially offensive records. MCA Records 
was a party to the revised agreement, but the coalition 
of smaller record companies which previously objected 
to the labeling proposal were not. 

Gortikov acknowledged that no uniform standard 
had been established to determine which records would 
need labeling or lyric printing and he also noted that ar
tists whose contracts give them complete control over 
their product may refuse to participate. "This is an im-
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perfect approach," he said. "Some things will fall 
through the cracks.'' 

Susan Baker said the PMRC would continue to 
monitor album lyrics and would pressure companies 
that did not accept the association's policy to do so. 
Reported in: New York Times, October 8, November 2; 
Variety, October 9; Chicago Tribune, October 10; Los 
Angeles Herald-Examiner, October 1. 

Meese panel's objectivity disputed 
Halfway through its schedule of public hearings, the 

Attorney General's Commission on Pornography, ap
pointed May 20 by Attorney General Edwin Meese 3rd 
(see Newsletter, July 1985, p. 101; September 1985, p. 
141), has come under increasing criticism as onesided 
and overzealous. Critics say the panel appears determin
ed to find a scientific link between pornography and 
sexual offenses that many researchers say cannot be 
proven. 

''They have gone out of their way at every hearing to 
have the great bulk of witnesses testify to the bad effects 
of pornography," said Barry Lynn, legislative counsel 
for the American Civil Liberties Union. 

Commission chairman Henry E. Hudson, who, as 
commonwealth's attorney in Arlington County, 
Virginia, earned a reputation for uncommon zeal in 
shutting down adult bookstores, seizing X-rated 
videotapes and threatening to sue a cable outlet for air
ing the Playboy Channel, has been a special target of 
criticism. "Hudson's record on pornography is clear: 
He hates it, he wants to get rid of it and he thinks it's a 
public safety menace akin to driving 100 miles an hour 
in a residential neighborhood," Lynn said. 

According to Burton Joseph, counsel to Playboy 
Enterprises and a former board member of the Freedom 
to Read Foundation, the panel was formed "to justify a 
certain preconception. I don't think Chairman Hudson 
was chosen because he had an open mind toward the 
value of sexually explicit materials." 

The commission staff is heavily weighted toward law 
enforcement. Its executive director is Alan Sears, a pro
secutor in the U.S. attorney's office in Louisville. Under 
him are a former prosecutor in Hudson's office, an 
Arlington detective, a District detective, a postal inspec
tor, a customs inspector, a social scientist and a former 
attorney for President Reagan's 1984 campaign. 

The panel itself is dominated by conservatives, some 
of whom make no bones about their beliefs. James C. 
Dobson, president of Focus on the Family, a California 
group that produces a syndicated radio show, said his 
"hypothesis" is that some people are "hurt by 
pornography.'' 
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"I've been exposed to families addicted to por
nography," Dobson said. "I've seen people who are 
obsessed by it. I have a personal dislike for pornography 
and all that it implies, but I've attempted to go into 
these hearings with an open mind." 

Commission members viewed as liberal, such as Ellen 
Levine, editor of Woman's Day magazine, and Judith 
Becker of Columbia University who directs a sexual 
abuse clinic in New York, are in the minority. "Nobody 
comes to the commission with a clean slate," Levine 
said. 

Hudson contends the commission has taken great 
pains to be objective and he disputed the notion that his 
own prosecutorial record prevented him from judging 
the issue fairly. "It's just like any other jury," he told a 
reporter. "We have to decide what evidence we're going 
to accept and which we're going to reject." 

The nature of the evidence presented to the commis
sion has become a matter of some controversy, 
however. Each public hearing has seen a parade of 
witnesses testifying to how they were personally hurt by 
pornography. For instance, when a woman testified that 
she was forced into prostitution at 13, gang-raped and 
photographed by her pimp, Hudson posed the question 
he asked many such witnesses. "What, if any, connec
tion is there between the pornography and the sexual 
abuse you suffered." 

Becker said that such anecdotal testimony was "very 
heart-wrenching," but that "as a scientist, it's been very 
difficult for me to see a very clear cause-and-effect rela
tionship" with pornography. Becker and others have 
asked why the commission has not heard from witnesses 
who believe they have benefited from the use of por
nography. Reported in: Washington Post, October 15. 

libel and the student press 
The November 1985 issue of the Newsletter featured 

the texts of speeches from a program at the ALA 1985 
Annual Conference in Chicago entitled "Today's Im
plications of the Trial of John Peter Zenger." The 
speakers, Burton Joseph, Heather Florence, R. Bruce 
Rich, and Franklyn Haiman, discussed the relationship 
between libel law and intellectual freedom. The Fall 
1985 issue of the Student Press Law Center Report in
cluded a report on libel law and the student press, which 
offered additional information and insights on this 
subject. The following report is based on the SPLC 
article. 

When compared to the hundreds of cases filed against 
professional newspapers each year, the several dozen 
libel suits filed against student publications during the 
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past ten years seems small. What is significant, 
however, is the remarkable increase during the past 
decade. Between 1930 and 1975, only nineteen libel suits 
were brought against student publications. Money 
damages were paid in just seven of these cases; six were 
settled out of court; and only one case came to trial. 
Since 1975, however, some 28 libel suits were reported 
to the Student Press Law Center. 

In seventeen of the cases, the person alleging libel 
sued for relief in excess of $100,000. In twelve of the 
cases, a reporter was sued individually; in five of the 
cases, the student editors were sued; and in six cases, 
faculty advisers were the target. The school paper was 
named as a defendant most frequently-a total of four
teen times. The school itself was named eight times. 

While nine cases were still pending at the time of the 
SPLC report, the nineteen concluded cases presented in-

. teresting results. Five were dismissed either on summary 
judgment or for failure to continue the suit. Of the five 
cases that were fully litigated, three were won by the 
paper. All of the remaining nine cases were settled out 
of court, with the plaintiff receiving some money, 
always much less than was asked. In nineteen cases col
lectively seeking more than $62 million In damages, 
payments for the eleven cases in which monetary set
tlements were reached totaled just $96,550. 

What this means is that with student publications, 
perhaps even more than with the professional media, a 
libel suit may yield monetary results to the plaintiff no 
matter what the facts may be, since the expense of 
defense is estimated to begin at $20,000. For example, in 
a 1979 case against the University of Utah Daily 
Chronicle, a reporter exposed the unethical behavior of 
a governor's aide. The aide sued after he was dismissed. 
The reporter was eager to go to court, claiming he had 
proof of the aide's behavior, and attorneys estimated 
his chance of winning to be at least 80 percent. But the 
school chose to settle out of court for $4,000 rather than 
paying the much higher cost of a trial. 

The Utah case illustrates an interesting problem. 
Although the reporter wanted to fight, the university 
negotiated the settlement. Probably the university 
believed it would be financially responsible since student 
editors and faculty advisers usually lack sufficient 
money to pay even small judgments. 

Here, of course, is where the threat to intellectual 
freedom is very real. As the SPLC study pointed out, 
"An idea exists among some school officials that if the 
school might be liable for what gets printed in the stu
dent publication, then the school has the right to exer
cise prior review to prevent any potentially libelous 
material from being prinfed. Potential liability has been 
used as an excuse to control some student 
publications.'' 

This view is based on a misreading of the law, 
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however. In reality, the growing threat of libel suits can 
be seen as offering a fresh incentive for administrators 
to relinquish prior restraint, at least in the case of public 
colleges and universities. Here's how: 

Every court which has addressed the issue has 
declared that public college administrators do not have 
the power to exercise editorial control over a student 
publication simply because the publication is funded 
and sponsored by the school. In the 1978 case of Mazart 
v. New York, the court dismissed the case against New 
York, finding that because the state did not direct or 
participate in publication of the newspaper, it could not 
exercise prior restraint and thus could not be responsible 
for anything printed. In a 1983 Louisiana case, Milliner 
v. Turner, the court found that the choice of material to 
go into state college papers was an exercise of editorial 
control and judgment, and regulation of this process by 
administration officials was inconsistent with the First 
Amendment. The court then concluded that because the 
First Amendment barred state colleges from exercising 
anything but advisory control over student newspapers, 
these colleges could not be held liable for any 
defamatory articles in the student newspaper. 

The situation is less clear for high school publica
tions, however. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh Circuit, which binds Illinois, Indiana, and 
Wisconsin, has held that prior review in high schools is 
not permissible, which would seem to place high schools 
in those states on the same footing as public universities. 
A majority of the courts, however, have allowed some 
prior review of high school publications for potentially 
libelous material. Where such decisions hold, schools 
may be liable. In these areas, the growing problem of 
libel suits against student journalists may become a 
significant threat to the independence and intellectual 
freedom of the scholastic press. Reported in: Student 
Press Law Center Report, Fall 1985. 

assessing FOIA 
Almost twenty years ago, in 1966, Congress passed 

the Freedom of Information Act, establishing the 
general principle that federal agencies must open their 
document files for inspection upon request by any U.S. 
citizen. Recently, the House Government Operations 
Subcommittee on Information examined how the 
government's eight major departments are obeying the 
law. Its findings: excluding procedural denials, refusals 
to pay fees, and where no records were found or re
quests withdrawn, 91.9 percent of the requests process
ed by the agencies were granted in full in 1984. 

Rep. Glenn English (Dem.-Oklahoma) who heads the 
subcommittee said the statistics show that the FOIA is 
"successfully accomplishing its primary purpose: mak-
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ing government documents available to those who want 
them." He added that "few government programs have 
a success rate of 91 percent." 

But English cautioned against accepting the numbers 
as a complete assessment of compliance. He noted, for 
example, that the statistics did now show whether re
quests are being processed in a timely way, whether fee 
waivers are granted to those entitled or whether all 
disclosable documents are actually disclosed. The 
Reagan administration has unsuccessfully pressed Con
gress to narrow the scope of the Act and has taken ad
ministrative steps that critics content make it harder to 
obtain information. Still, the subcommittee's analysis 
suggests there has been little overall change. 

The subcommittee found great variation in the 
response of the eight Cabinet level departments it ex
amined. The two with the best records were the Depart
ment of Health and Human Services, which granted 
98.9 percent of the requests it processed, and the 
Defense Department, which granted 92.1 percent. The 
agency with the worst record was the State Department, 
where only 29.1 percent of the requests were approved. 
Other departments approving less than 80 percent of re
quests were the Commerce Department; which approv
ed 72.4 percent, and the Justice Department, which ap
proved 74.4 percent. 

English said there was considerable room for im
provement in the handling of information under the 
law. "Many requests are not processed within the 
statutory ten-day time limit,'' he noted, pointing out 
that at the State Department the number of backlogged 
requests had jumped from 2,236 to 3,444, an increase 
of more than 50 percent. Reported in: New York Times, 
August 29. 

Wisconsin chancellor orders 
sale of magazines 

University of Wisconsin Chancellor Irving Shain 
ordered sales of sex-oriented magazines on the Madison 
campus to resume after a five-month absence, the direc
tor of the school's two student unions said November 
11. Union Director Ted Crabb said he received a letter 
from Shain saying that Playboy, Playgirl and Penthouse 
"must be restored immediately to sale" at the Wiscon
sin Memorial Union and Union South. 

The magazines were banned in May by the Union 
Council in a move led by students, who make up nine of 
the board's fifteen voting members. The council reaf
firmed its decision after Shain and the Board of Regents 
asked for a reconsideration. The magazines were 
banned because council members asserted that they are 
pornographic and demean women. Reported in: 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune, November 12. 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 

Washington County, Alabama 
On October 24, the Washington County Board of 

Education voted unanimously to ban the novels 
Christine and Cujo, by Stephen King, from all county 
school libraries. The same resolution established a 
screening committee for books in Leroy School and 
designated the librarians in each school as responsible 
for all books selected. "If we have any more of these 
[complaints from parents], we will know who is respon
sible," said board member Nollie Deas. 

The board action followed the appearance of several 
parents from the Leroy area who complained that the 
two books contain unacceptable language and are por
nographic. The complaints called for a ban on all books 
written by King. 

School librarian Eutoria Toole told the board that all 
books in the library are purchased from catalogs which 
are approved by a state screening committee. "I read 
this book," she said of Christine, "and I believe the plot 
overshadows the language.'' The books had also been 
approved by an existing school screening committee, 
but the board overruled that body. The board also 
agreed to develop new screening criteria for use by book 
screening committees in all county schools. Reported in: 
South Alabamian, October 31. 

Concord, Arkansas 
As a new school year opened, a simmering censorship 

controversy in Concord (see Newsletter, January 1985, 
p. 7; May 1985, p. 75) remained unresolved. Early in the 
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1984-85 school year, the Concord School Board ap
pointed a committee to review some 2,500 volumes in 
the high school library to see if any were objectionable. 
The committee included a Baptist minister and four 
women with children in the school and with strong 
religious ties. One of the women was part of a group 
which had complained about sex education in the Con
cord schools. 

The committee recommended that two books be 
made available only to students with prior parental per
mission. The books are: Facts About Sex, A Basic 
Guide, by Dr. Sol Gordon, and Single and Pregnant, by 
Ruth I. Pierce. The committee charged that the Gordon 
book "has in it terms that would be considered vulgar 
by any thoughtful person." For instance, "the language 
used regarding the female genitals should insult all 
womanhood.'' 

Single and Pregnant, the committee charged, had few 
cautions about problems involved with premarital sex. 
"It concentrates upon what a girl can do if she finds 
heself pregnant outside of marriage," but allegedly ig
nores the prevention of pregnancy in the first place. 
Abstinence is not emphasized, and parents are not 
stressed as a source of counsel. Abortion is given as an 
alternative open to pregnant singles. 

The school board received the recommendations but 
no decision was made. Still, school librarian Lavone 
Killion said she had decided to require parental ap
proval anyway. She noted, however, that "even with all 
the publicity, not one student even asked to hold these 
books in their hands." 

The committee's work also stirred opposition. A 
group called Voters for Quality Education formed and 
submitted a petition signed by 230 people to the school 
board calling for the committee's disbandment. Accor
ding to Ailene McCracken, a committee opponent, 
public opposition forced the committee to tone down its 
original plans. They ''started off thinking they would go 
into the school and clean up the mess there,'' Mc
Cracken said. "They thought teachers were teaching 
girls how to be prostitutes. They thought sex education 
was wrong." She blamed a conservative organization, 
Family Life America God (FLAG), with which two 
members of the committee are affiliated, for stirring up 
the controversy. 

New superintendent of schools Jerry T. Beggs said he 
would like the controversy laid to rest and that the 
school should be focusing on meeting new state educa
tion standards set to take effect in 1987. However, 
school board member Jim Grant, whose wife was a 
committee member, predicted "something will be done. 
I think they ought to accept the recommendations.'' 

"It's a simmering situation in the community," 
Ailene McCracken said. "Everybody. thinks that the 
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School Board is going to do something. It's like sitting 
on a little powder keg." Reported in: Little Rock 
Gazette, September 1. 

Sarasota, Florida 
In weeding outdated, duplicate, worn, damaged or 

soiled materials from library collections, when does 
selection end and censorship begin? And what part 
should be played in the weeding process by librarians 
and what roles should be played by teachers and 
parents? 

Those were questions on the minds of many people in 
Sarasota after the removal of more than 20,000 books 
from five public school libraries last summer left collec
tions bare of such popular works as The Black Stallion, 
by local author Walter Farley, and books by Judy 
Blume. 

"I know there has to be a weeding out of books, but I 
am against them taking out perfectly good books," said 
Joy Webb, president of the Parent-Teacher Organiza
tion at Garden Elementary School in Venice. "I think 
somebody is using bad judgment. I can't believe there 
were so many duplicates, and I know they weren't 
ragged." 

"We are certainly not getting rid of perfectly good 
books," countered Nelson Towle, director of the 
Sarasota County School System's Media and Instruc
tional Materials Services. "Everybody is concerned· 
about us throwing away good books, but that is not the 
case." 

Still, the numbers were a bit staggering. The 
7 ,500-book library at the Sarasota Vocational-Technical 
Center, which serves more than 18,000 students, was 
stripped of more than 5,000 volumes. The 560 Garden 
Elementary students once had more than 11 ,000 books 
to choose from. Just 3,200 remained after the weeding. 
The Ashton Elementary School library was reduced 
from 9,200 books to about 3,000. Teachers and parents 
complained it would take years to replenish the 
libraries. Teachers were also concerned that their classes 
would not have adequate materials to prepare research 
papers. 

The school system program, in which each school 
participates about once every seven years, was 
developed after school librarians expressed concern that 
they were not "encouraged to use their professional in
stinct when it came to cleaning out the media centers,'' 
Towle said. "They wanted us to figure out a way for 
them to update the collection." The way settled on was 
a committee made up of the participating schools' 
librarians. The group decides when books should go, 
but each school's librarian gets the final say when it 
comes to his or her library. 
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The committee uses a checklist of 21 criteria. Some of 
the reasons for discarding a book are: duplicated titles; 
badly worn or soiled materials; outdated materials; 
materials too difficult for the library's readers. Also 
ticketed for removal, however, are books with "subver
sive inference which tend to delude stated objectives or 
point of view." 

That, Towle stressed, should not be read as censor
ship. "Subversive inference means that there may be a 
hidden message the child may not understand," he said. 
"The people who weed out the books are librarians with 
at least a bachelor's degree in library science, and they 
are trained in the kind of style of writing that should be 
used for appropriate age groups. Librarians have a 
strong stand against book-burning or any form of cen
sorship. So it seems unlikely that people supporting free 
choice would demonstrate censorship." 

Although some teachers grudgingly acknowledged 
that the weeding was necessary, most felt that at 
minimum, the rapidity of the process made it un
necessarily disruptive and harmful. Said Garden 
Elementary School Principal Mark Cook: "It would 
have been nice to know what books were going to be 
deleted. It would have been nice if we were told, 'These 
are the books we recommend [for removal].' Then, they 
would have given us the school year to look at the 6,000 
books weeded. It all came so fast." 

The schools participating in the program share an an
nual replacement fund and there is a matching fund in 
which the school district contributes $5 for every $1 a 
school raises for library books. To qualify for such 
money, many schools organized book sales of the weed
ed materials for faculty and students. 

"I think the book sale was what got parents upset," 
said Cook. "They saw good books out there, and our 
library was bare." It may be spring before Gard-en 
Elementary can restock its shelves, Cook added. 

"Our PTO has decided to match the county by $5,236 
to get new books, but that doesn't come close to pro
viding all the books that we want," said Mrs. Webb of 
the Garden Elementary organization. "That upsets me 
because of the hard work we do to raise money for other 
things the county cannot provide." 

One teacher suggested that teachers be allowed to par
ticipate in selecting books to be discarded. "They know 
what is inappropriate," she said. Reported in: Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune, October 12. 

Gwinnett County, Georgia 
The dust has not yet settled on the Gwinnett County 

School Board's August 27 decision to ban the book 
Deenie, by Judy Blume, from district elementary school 
libraries (see Newsletter, November 1985, p. 193). 
Angered by the decision, some two hundred parents and 
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students met September 3 to organize opposition to 
future restrictions and to urge the board to repeal the 
ban. 

"In this world of complex problems and radical social 
trends, we can ill afford to let students emerge from our 
schools as uninformed or undeveloped individuals," 
said Jimmy Highfill, a high school senior who announc
ed formation of a group called Students Advocating 
Freedom in Education (SAFE). The student group af
filiated with a broader organization which came out of 
the meeting, Gwinnett Citizens for Freedom in Educa
tion (GCFE). Both groups agreed to go before the board 
September 17 to request reconsideration of the Deenie 
decision. 

A week later, however, the Gwinnett school board 
was told that it has no authority to reconsider the ban. 
"If there is going to be a challenge in this case, it will 
have to be taken to the state board," said George 
Thompson, administrative assistant to school 
superintendent Alton Crews. The conclusion was con
tained in a legal opinion issued by board attorney Larry 
Edmondson. "You can't appeal an appeal to the same 
body," noted board chair Cecil Gober. 

Consequently, GCFE decided not to pursue the 
Deenie case. "The issue is not Deenie, but censorship," 
said the group's chair, Diana Preston, a high school 
teacher and parent. SAFE also decided to drop the 
issue. "We want to be moderates, not radicals," a 
SAFE member said. "We're not trying to rock the boat. 
We are trying to maintain the status quo." Never
theless, on September 25, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, on behalf of three Gwinnett parents, formally 
asked the Georgia Board of Education to order Deenie 
returned to Gwinnett County elementary school 
libraries. A simultaneous appeal was filed with the 
county board. 

The appeal to the state board marked the first book 
ban appeal on that level in Georgia in at least a dozen 
years, according to the board's hearing officer. The ap
peal charged the Gwinnett board with acting "arbitrari
ly, capriciously and irrationally,'' and that the vote was 
"motivated by political, ideological and religious 
pressures and was not based upon a fair and rational 
assessment of the needs of students.'' 

"The banning of Deenie represents a crack in our 
First Amendment rights, and if we allow this crack to 
remain, we may lose our First Amendment rights," said 
parent Jim Litchfield, one of the parents backing the 
appeal. "It's part of a national plot on the part of the 
Reagan administration to send a message . . . that is 
trying to inject a right-wing fundamentalist view 
through our education system," said George Wilson, 
another parent named in the appeal. 

Meanwhile, the opponents of Deenie did not remain 
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idle. Theresa Wilson, the parent who filed the original 
complaint against Deenie, and a group of suporters call
ed Concerned Citizens of Gwinnett, announced that 
they would go before the school board October 15 to 
seek establishment of a restricted shelf in all of Gwin
nett's 52 public school libraries. Mrs. Wilson said she 
wants students to have limited access to books about 
communism, drugs, the occult, witchcraft, death 
education, sex and globalism. She said she was awaiting 
legal advice before going into the libraries to compile a 
list of books to be restricted. 

At a public meeting organized by GCFE October 1, 
Superintendent Crews said he would not oppose a 
restricted shelf. "I don't think that placing something 
on a restricted shelf is going to diminish the number of 
little eyes looking at it," he said after the meeting. But 
some 75 GCFE members voted unanimously to oppose 
the measure and leaders urged continued involvement in 
the fight against censorship. As one parent put it at the 
meeting, "We were happy, fat and complacent. Now a 
bunch of idiots have punctured our balloons." 

Mrs. Wilson presented her restricted shelf proposal 
October 15, but after three hours of passionate debate, 
the board voted 5-0 to reaffirm the existing policy which 
permits parents to appeal books they find objectionable 
to local and systemwide media committees. "Why don't 
you put the burden on the parents who don't want their 
children to read a book?" asked board member Jeff 
Moore. "It was a strong statement," said Diana 
Preston of the vote. 

Mrs. Wilson was, not surprisingly, less impressed. 
She charged that the board "wants to control our 
children. It only makes us more determined," she said. 
"We are going to find every (objectionable] book in 
Gwinnett County and bring it before the board. We are 
going to keep them busy." Reported in: Atlanta Con
stitution, September 4, 26; Atlanta Journal, September 
13, October 16; Gwinnett Daily News, September 25, 
October 2. 

Owensboro, Kentucky 
A panel of administrators, teachers and parents was 

assembled in October to review a book at the 
Owensboro High School library that at least one parent 
has said is "pornographic" and should not be available 
to students. Carol Roberts filed a formal complaint to 
remove Slaughterhouse Five, by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., 
from the high school library. "A lot of it is just plain 
despicable," she said. "I want the book taken off the 
shelves." 

Mrs. Roberts said she objected to the book because of 
foul language; a section describing a picture of an act of 
bestiality; a reference to "Magic Fingers" attached to 
the protagonist's bed to help him .sleep; and the 
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sentence: "The gun made a ripping sound like the open
ing of the zipper on the fly of God Almighty." 

''Any book with this language should be taken off the 
shelves," she said. "I do feel it's wrong for the school to 
have this book." Mrs. Roberts said she prepared a peti
tion with the words to which she objects printed to see 
whether other parents thought the book should be in the 
library. She said she collected more than one hundred 
signatures. 

Slaughterhouse Five has been in the Owensboro High 
School library for fourteen years. It is not available at 
two other high schools in the county. Reported in: 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer, October 18. 

Leslie, Michigan 
Protests by a group opposed to showing PG- and 

R-rated movies in public schools led the Ingham County 
Library to cancel its fall film schedule. The films were 
shown free of charge by the library at the Leslie Elemen
tary School. Among the films cancelled was the Disney 
production Return to Oz. 

"A child in the elementary school should be able to 
think more of his school building than as a place where 
pornography or a great deal of violence is shown," the 
Rev. Nick Crow of the Bible Baptist Church told the 
school board October 14. "A school should be a place 
for building character and we should not detract from it 
by showing strong violence and nudity.'' 

Not wishing to play the part of a censor itself, the 
school board voted to ask the library to show only 
G-rated films. But library director Richard Douglass 
refused, choosing instead to discontinue the series. "It 
really appears that the people who are against us show
ing movies are against the idea of showing movies 
entirely," he explained. "If we had been using a 
township hall of our own facility to show them, we 
would have fought this. But, since we were using the 
school building and the board recommended we show 
only G films, we decided it would be inappropriate to 
continue." 

"The fact of the matter is there are virtually no 
G-rated movies being made," Douglass said. "The 
latest Disney films are PG and even a new Billy Graham 
movie scheduled to open next month is PG." Douglass 
said the library planned to resume the program in the 
spring at the American Legion hall. Reported in: 
Lansing State Journal, October 18. 

schools 

Northglenn, Colorado 
A sixth-grade teacher who espouses holistic health 
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principles has filed a defamation suit against three 
parents who tried to get her dismissed for teaching Hin
duism and witchcraft. A special panel of school ad
ministrators, teachers and parents which investigated 
complaints against Jan Cole concluded that the allega
tions were unsubstantiated, but some parents continue 
to object to her unorthodox teaching methods. 

"I want my kid to be taught from a textbook that's 
been approved,'' said Sandra Montoya, who pulled her 
daughter out of Cole's class. "What she is teaching is 
experimental education. I do not want my child being 
experimented on." Montoya said Cole instructs 
students to lie on pillows and "go into the inner rooms" 
of their minds, which, she charged, violates constitu
tional guarantees of church-state separation. 

Some parents defend Cole and her teaching methods, 
however. Ruth Hinojosa, whose two sons were taught 
by Cole, said, "She's an extremely good teacher. My 
boys were straight F students and she picked up their 
grades by helping them. She made them learn." 

On November 1, the Caleb Campaign, a Christian 
education group, picketed the Colorado Education 
Association, which has backed Cole. "The CEA has 
aligned itself with censorship of free speech, abolition 
of parental authority in educational matters, and the 
unprecedented radical reversal of the historic teacher 
and parent roles in the American public educational 
system," said Caleb leader Bill Jack. The protesting 
parents charge that Cole's case is just one of several in
stances where "witchcraft" and other anti-family values 
have made their way into public school curricula. 
Reported in: Denver Post, September 5, November 2. 

Waverly, Nebraska 
A Waverly mother says materials about witchcraft us

ed in the Waverly schools violate religious beliefs held 
by herself and her daughter. In a suit filed September 5 
in Lancaster County District Court, Eileen Lippold ask
ed the court to declare materials about witchcraft 
religious and to enjoin the schools from using such 
materials. 

Witchcraft, Lippold's suit charges, is an organized 
religion that is practiced by the church Wicca. The 
church allegedly enjoys tax-exempt status as a religious 
organization. The school advances the religion's beliefs, 
the suit charges, when materials on witchcraft are 
shown to students, used by teachers and made available 
to children in the school library. The suit also charges 
that the school has entangled itself in religion by using 
public funds to purchase materials on witchcraft. 

Lippold said she had no recourse but the courts after 
the school board refused on several occasions to remove 
a series of films dealing with superstition. Lippold said 
she first asked the board to remove the films in 1982 and 
then again in 1984, but was rebuffed both times. 
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The materials in question are a series of eight-year-old 
film strips entitled Monsters and Other Science 
Mysteries. Three strips in particular raised Lippold's 
ire: Mystery of Witchcraft, Mystery of ESP and 
Mystery of Astrology. 

"The objective of these film strips is not to debunk 
the stories but to encourage students to apply scientific 
methodology to an evaluation of-and perhaps a solu
tion to-the mysteries," reads the teacher's manual ac
companying the film strip series. "Mysteries stimulate 
the imagination in ways that textbook problems do not. 
Conclusions are left for the students to draw." 

According to the manual, the witchcraft unit "does 
not deal with satanic cults, but with witchcraft and 
sorcery as it has been involved with healing down 
through history. People have believed in witches in all 
ages and places. There were men and women who had 
knowledge of cures, charms, potions and poisons. 
Sometimes they were loved, sometimes hated, 
sometimes honored, sometimes persecuted. Witches and 
witch doctors, sorcerers and alchemists became, over 
the centuries, the physicians, the pharmacists, the 
healers. Some of the ancient medicines and some of the 
ideas about sickness are a part of medicine today-the 
magic still works." 

Lippold, who has viewed the strips and read the 
manual, charged that these amount to an indirect en
dorsement and teaching of witchcraft. "I don't want 
any occult faith taught to my children.'' she said. 
Lippold is a member of the Living Word Christian 
Outreach Center, but said she would have filed the suit 
"even if I was a Buddhist." 

Despite her devout faith, Lippold argued that the 
principle she is seeking to apply to witchcraft should ap
ply to all religions. She opposes prayer in schools. 
although she considers that a different issue. "I agree 
that the public school isn't set up for that activity 
[school prayer], she said. "The public school protects 
children from religious instruction. But I did not peti
tion the court in regard to school prayer and I am not 
knowledgable about the school prayer issue.'' Reported 
in: Lincoln Star, September 6; Lincoln Journal, 
September 13. 

Princeton, West Virginia 
Black South African speaker Rev. Motlalepula 

Chabaku was turned away as a scheduled assembly 
speaker at Princeton Senior High School October 25 as 
a result of protests about her affiliation with the African 
National Congress. Ms. Chabaku, who confirmed her 
membership in the outlawed organization, was inform
ed by Princeton Principal George W. Keatley that he 
would not allow her to proceed as speaker for a planned 
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assembly because he feared "it would cause 
controversy.'' 

ROTC Major Raymond McKinney, who directs the 
ROTC program at Mercer County schools, objected to 
Chabaku's appearance. McKinney claimed that the 
African National Congress had a reputation of being 
controlled by communists. "I feel duty bound to object 
to any communist talking to any school in any district in 
the United States," he said. "I did not fight communists 
all over southeast Asia to have to come back here and 
put up with it in my own country. And no other veteran 
did either." 

When informed of the complaint, Ms. Chabaku said, 
"I am a minister of the church. I have a master's degree 
in divinity. I am really a Christian and a high school 
classmate of Bishop Desmond Tutu ... I have never 
belonged to the communist party. I don't see how I can 
be a communist and a Christian at the same time. I 
don't see how I could speak of God's miracles and be a 
communist." Noting that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was also accused of being a communist, she 
added that "If Jesus Christ were here today, he would 
be labeled a communist." 

David Bell, the instructor who scheduled the 
assembly, said the program had been planned a month 
in advance and was to culminate a three-week unit in 
social studies on South Africa. He said when the com
plaints arose, he asked permission to hear Chabaku 
speak at nearby Concord College. He said he told 
Keatley he would agree to drop the assembly if her 
message was subversive or controversial. He said it was 
not. 

Keatley said that he made arrangements for Chabaku 
to speak at the school after school hours. "I made a 
decision I thought was correct. It was a controlled situa
tion and I probably should never have agreed to set it 
[the assembly] up in the first place. I was caught in the 
middle and knew I would upset one side or the other no 
matter which way I went. The only way I could have 
prevented this situation was to have stopped it when it 
was scheduled." Reported in: Bluefield Telegraph, Oc
tober 26. 

Waukesha, Wisconsin 
A month after the Waukesha School Board changed 

district guidelines for challenging controversial 
material, Superintendent George Shiroda said he would 
file a complaint against the Vietnam War documentary 
film Hearts and Minds with the district's Consideration 
Committee. Even though the school board already 
upheld a decision by Shiroda to ban any showing of the 
film from which a tirief sexually explicit scene 
had not been excised, Shiroda said September 12 that he 
would file a formal complaint against the entire film "in 
the next couple of days." 
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Last May, Shiroda objected to the use of Hearts and 
Minds because the film contained the sex scene. He 
ordered teachers at North High School not to show the 
controversial portion of the film, but the teachers decid
ed that rather than show a censored version they 
wouldn't show the film at all. Although Shiroda's order 
violated district policy at the time, the school board 
voted 5-3 in June to uphold his decision (see Newsletter, 
July 1985, p. 115; September 1985, p. 152). 

Later in the summer, the board voted to amend the 
policy governing selection and reconsideration of 
materials to permit the superintendent to remove 
materials. Although those materials must ultimately be 
reviewed by a reconsideration committee, they are not 
to be used during the reconsideration process. 

Shiroda said that should the committee vote in favor 
of the film, he would appeal to the school board for a 
public hearing. North High teachers also have begun 
procedures to file a complaint. "The film itself is not 
and has not been the issue," said teacher Susan Bacon. 
"We wish to submit [a complaint] to the committee to 
establish the process for reconsideration and to give the 
committee a chance to make a decision regarding the 
film, rather than just one person. Censorship is a big 
issue, and the First Amendment is a big concern,'' she 
added. Reported in: Waukesha Freeman, September 13. 

West Allis, Wisconsin 
A capacity crowd of over 250, consisting mainly of 

critics of a recent decision by the West Allis-West 
Milwaukee School Board to reject a psychology text
book, poured into a high school auditorium October 7 
to meet with the school board. In over two hours of 
public statements, speaker after speaker criticized the 
board's August 19 decision to turn down a faculty com
mittee's recommendation to use the text Understanding 
Psychology (see Newsletter, November 1985, p. 194). 
While prolonged applause greeted each statement by a 
board critic, the handful of board supporters received 
only a sprinkling of applause. 

Lloyd Hauge, president of the West Allis-West 
Milwaukee Education Association, was sharply critical 
of the board majority. "I do not dispute the school 
board's responsibilty and their right to make decisions 
about educational materials for our schools. I do, 
however, question the criteria and personal motives of 
board members who seem to be influencing these 
decisions.'' 

Mark McBride, a member of Citizens for Enlightened 
Education, formed after the board rejected the 
psychology text, read from a petition signed by 600 
district residents. The petition said: "We the undersign
ed believe public education is the right of every in-
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dividual in our community. We believe this includes the 
students' right of free access to information and ideas. 
We support an education based in reality and open to 
various points of view. Therefore, we expect that the 
West Allis-West Milwaukee School Board to be recep
tive and responsive to the views of all constituents." 

Much fire was directed toward Ernest Terrien, vice 
president of the school board. In the past, Terrien op
posed other books and educational films in addition to 
Understanding Psychology. In 1984, for example, he 
objected to a text for middle school students, Focus on 
Life Science, as "too intense in the theory of 
evolution," and also suggested that students viewing sex 
education films be required to see a slide show ad
vocating chastity. Terrien had recently accused the Na
tional Education Association of using its influence for 
political purposes, and of opposing what he called tradi
tional community values. 

Judy Cardin, president of the West Allis-West 
Milwaukee PTA Council, said a list of "suspect sub
jects" which should be closely scrutinized to assure that 
they are taught in a manner which supports "traditional 
community values," which was circulated by Terrien to 
other school board members, was too restrictive. "Mr. 
Terrien's list would impede the development of the stu
dent's thought process," Cardin said. "Furthermore, 
the list would negate established valuable programs, 
such as human growth and development, and drug and 
alcohol abuse education." 

All the statements were made during the part of the 
meeting regularly reserved for audience comment. The 
board did not respond to the statements. Reported in: . 
Milwaukee Journal, October 8. 

student press 

Oakland, California 
Philip Bacuyani, Fremont High School's 1985 "Cub 

Reporter of the Year,'' was back in school November 1, 
after journalistic zeal had earned the Oakland teenager 
a three-day suspension. Bacuyani got in trouble when he 
grabbed his camera and rushed to the scene of an ac
cidental shooting of a student. All "press" was warned 
by Student Services Dean Lee Etta Mouton to stay away 
from the scene, but Bacuyani skirted the crowd of 
onlookers in hopes of shooting a photo from a vantage 
point out of Mouton's line of vision. 

Bacuyani said he had no intention of trying to 
photograph the wounded student. "I know my ethics," 
he said, "and, besides, he is a minor." But Mouton cor
nered the young photojournalist after he ventured back 
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for a second photo attempt and snatched his camera. In
itially, Bacuyani was suspended for five days, but Prin
cipal Donald Holmstead terminated the suspension ear
ly, indicating that he had received conflicting reports of 
the incident. 

Stephen O'Donoghue, faculty adviser to the award-
. winning student newspaper, argued that Fremont High 

journalists have a legal right under California law to 
cover a legitimate news story, especially one that is 
breaking just yards from their newsroom. "I see this is 
as prior restraint," O'Donoghue said. "At what point 
can an administrator step in and say, 'You can't cover 
this'?" 

School board president Darlene Lawson said she had 
heard about the incident but was unaware of the suspen
sion. "That seems a little harsh," she said. "There's no 
question he was really on the ball trying to get the 
story.'' 

O'Donoghue said the staff at Fremont might have 
overracted because they feel the press tends to amplify 
the infrequent violent episodes at the school and ignore 
the positive things that go on there. Reported in: 
Oakland Tribune, November I. 

Lakewood, Colorado 
Advisers for five of Jefferson County's twelve high 

school newspapers resigned last summer, including the 
1983 Colorado Journalism Teacher of the Year who 
said attempts at censorship are driving the teachers 
away. 

"Unfortunately, a lot of administrators see the role 
of student newspapers as public relations organs and 
they want nothing more controversial than the 
cheerleader tryout results-and then they don't want the 
votes tallied because they don't want to hurt anyone's 
feelings," said Bobbie Kay, the award-winning teacher 
whose newspapers have been honored as among the best 
in the country. 

The advisers also say the school district's policy on 
when student publications can be suppressed is un
constitutional. Principals in Jefferson County have 
broad powers to suppress the papers if they think they 
would cause substantial disruption to the school, are 
obscene, libelous, unreasonably critical or otherwise in
appropriate. 

"So the administration has the power to stop a 
publication if it's injurious to someone's feelings," Kay 
said. "You could hurt someone's feelings by running 
the football score." Kay said she resigned as a teacher at 
Jefferson High School because she was tired of fighting 
"harassment" from administrators and other teachers. 
''Newspaper advisers are people who often find 
themselves caught between their principals and their 
principles," she concluded. 
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Cheryl Cartin, who resigned as newspaper adviser at 
Green Mountain High School, agreed. "If you don't 
give in to pressure to write positive stories, you get 
pressured other ways-a tough schedule, harassment, 
moving you from room to room," she charged. 

Some advisers staying in their jobs were equally 
critical of the district's stance. "Censorship? 
Definitely," said Maryann Trembath, newspaper ad
viser at Arvada High School. "There's a lot of pressure 
to write only positive articles. Some wouldn't call that 
censorship, but it is. The kids want to write about real 
things.'' Trembath said her principal became upset last 
year after the paper did a story about alcohol consump
tion among student athletes. Reported in: Rocky Moun
tain News, August 12. 

Detroit, Michigan 
After two months of controversy, the Wayne State 

University publications board voted 7-1 October 25 to 
reinstate and drop all charges of insubordination 
against the editor of the student newspaper, Patricia 
Maceroni, after she agreed to run military ads. 
Maceroni banned such ads from the South End on 
September 3 to protest U.S. policies in Central America 
(see Newsletter, November 1985, p. 195). 

Maceroni claimed that the paper's charter gave her 
control over advertising, but the Student Newspaper 
Publications Board ruled that it had the authority fo set 
advertising policy and on September 16 ordered 
Maceroni to reinstate the ads. She refused, and on Oc
tober 3, the board voted in closed session to dismiss her 
as editor. The dismissal prompted a protest by about 
fifty students at the office of WSU President David 
Adamany. 

On October 21, U.S. District Judge Horace Gilmore 
decided that the board had violated the state's open 
meetings law and ruled that a public meeting had to be 
held before November 4 to decide whether Maceroni 
should be dismissed. The meeting was scheduled for Oc
tober 25, but on that date Maceroni announced that she 
would accede to the board's request to restore the ads. 

"The staff has been torn apart by this matter," she 
said. "If I am fired again, the paper will suffer ir
reperable harm .... This is a sacrifice I am not ready to 
make. The board may be willing to hang the South End 
with procedural tape. I am not. In the best interests of 
the South End, I have decided to change my editorial 
decision and allow military ads in the paper.'' Reported 
in: Detroit News, September 26, Octo'Qer 4, 9; Detroit 
Free Press, October 26. 
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periodicals 

Gibson City, Illinois 
A controversy which resulted in the removal of all 

adult magazines from local grocery shelves in 
September created some hard feelings in rural Gibson 
City, population 3,500, filling the local newspaper with 
bristling letters. "I don't like it," said Mayor Loel 
Jordan. "I don't like -the bickering between people. It's 
not anybody shoving it down your throats, but evidently 
somebody wants to have their way." 

The controversy began when Police Chief Robert 
Brandkamp came to the city council after receiving two 
complaints about pornographic materials in a grocery 
store and a video rental outlet. Council members told 
Brandkamp not to strictly enforce the town's three
year-old obscenity ordinance-a move that would re
quire a court test of whether the material being sold was 
obscene. Instead the police were instructed to monitor 
the stores, making sure magazines and tapes didn't get 
into the hands of minors. 

But City Attorney Terry Eckhardt told council 
members to repeal the law if exceptions were going to be 
made. In a straw vote of 5-1, the council indicated its 
support for repeal, with many members arguing the 
statute was useless anyway since it duplicated a state 
law. A month later, however, the council changed its 
mind when twenty people filed into city hall opposing 
the repeal. The vote was now 4-3 to keep the ordinance, 
with Mayor Jordan casting a symbolic vote for repeal. 

Most thought the issue had died until a letter from 
Eisner Food Store owner Alex Bohlen appeared in the 
September 18 Gibson City Courier. Bohlen wrote that 
he had stopped selling Playboy and Penthouse "after 
personal threats, business threats and threatening phone 
calls." That began a string of letters and revelations 
about removals in other stores. 

It turned out that Gibson City residents Mark Brown, 
Dean Summers and Dr. Frank Foreman had bypassed 
legal channels and, according to some reports, threaten
ed merchants with boycotts and pickets. Filing charges 
in court would have made the issue public before the 
merchants could discuss the issue privately with 
customers, Brown explained. "Some of the people 
thought a good faith private discussion would ac
complish more and be more considerate than taking the 
issue immediately into the public legal domain." 

Brown said conversations with the merchants had 
been misinterpreted and Bohlen acknowledged that 
"these people have a freedom of choice just like 
everybody else." However, he added, "It's just the way 
they went about expressing their right. They have a right 
not to read the stuff but other people have the right to 
read it and fourteen sales a day shows me people 
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wanted to read it. I'm not pro-pornography, but I 
wouldn't consider Playboy and Penthouse por
nographic and the public doesn't either," he continued. 
"Fourteen customers is fourteen customers. It's like 
telling fourteen customers you don't wank them in your 
store." Reported in: Champaign-Urbana News
Gazette, October 6. 

Hewlett, New York 
The publisher of a weekly newspaper on Long Island 

charged press censorship after a local school board, 
which objected to the paper's coverage, canceled a 
year's worth of legal ads and gave its business to a com
peting weekly. The canceling of $1 ,400 of legal ads with 
the South Shore Record was "punishment" for the 
paper's stories about the Hewlett-Woodmere School 
District, said publisher Florence Schwartzberg. 

Sheila Kislik, president of the school board, denied 
any malicious intent. "We're obligated to use the tax
payers' money wisely," she said. Kislik conceded, 
however, that "there was a preference given to the 
Nassau Herald", a competing publication. "There have 
been a lot of people on the board upset about the way 
stories were presented [in the Record] ... so we picked 
the Herald," she said. 

Residents of the school district voiced opposition. 
Corinne Boni called the move "a mean-spirited, vindic
tive action perpetrated by small minds. It is not the 
function of the school board to reward its supporters 
and punish its detractors," she added. 

Edie Eisenberg said the board had "overstepped the 
line between recognition of a 'free press' into the 
twilight zone of pressure and intimidation. To punish a 
newspaper for a perceived editorial policy verges on the 
fringe of censorship. It is a dangerous stance for any 
elected body to assume." Reported in: Albany Times
Union, October 10. 

theatre 

Allentown, Pennsylvania 
The Allentown Civic Little Theatre wanted to ''raise a 

few eyebrows" with its fall season opener, but the play, 
Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All For You, by 
Christopher Durang, was canceled in early September 
after the Roman Catholic Diocese of Allentown ob
jected. The play had been set to open October 11. 

The Rev. Stanley Sosnowski, diocesan director of in
formation, said Bishop Thomas Welsh was concerned 
about the play's "viciously anti-Catholic" portrayal of 

(continued on page 25) 
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r---from the bench---. 

U.S. Supreme Court 

In a case of importance to thousands of communities, 
the Supreme Court agreed November 12 to decide 
whether a local government may constitutionally limit 
the number of companies that carry cable television into 
the homes of local residents. The justices agreed to hear 
an appeal by the City of Los Angeles, which was barred 
by a lower court from granting exclusive cable television 
franchises on the ground that such a policy violated the 
excluded firms' right to free expression. 

In March, the federal appeals court in California con
cluded that Los Angeles could not limit "diversity in 
editorial judgment" by choosing who could provide 
cable television and who could not. It was the first time 
that a federal court had ruled that cable television com
panies were protected by the First Amendment. 

The city, in persuading the Supreme Court to review 
the First Amendment issue, asserted that if cable 
operators were unregulated, they would serve only af
fluent neighborhoods, ignore poorer areas and deny ac
cess for educational and dther public purposes. In addi
tion, the city asserted that the federal appeals court had 
placed the First Amendment rights of cable operators 
on a par with the right of individuals to speak in parks, 
streets and other public property. But, the city argued, 
"no such constitutional right exists" for operators. 

Moreover, the city contended, the lower court ruling 
had, in effect, declared unconstitutional the Cable 
Policy Act, which was passed by Congress and signed by 
President Reagan last year. The law authorizes cities to 
grant a limited number of franchises. 
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Underlying the lower court's ruling was its assertion 
that cable television, unlike traditional broadcasting, 
does not have a physically limited broadcast spectrum 
and therefore does not require the same degree of 
government regulation. Reported in: Philadelphia 
Inquirer, November 13. 

church and state 

Clayton County, Georgia 
A federal judge has made permanent a ban on 

religious activities in Clayton County public schools 
ending a two-year-old case. In an order filed October 4' 
U.S. District Judge Marvin Shoob said the schooi 
system is permanently enjoined from allowing religious 
signs, announcements, student assemblies or faculty
supervised religious meetings. Larry Foster, the Clayton 
school board attorney, said the order came as no sur
prise. "It's just the end result of something that has 
been over for some time," he said. 

Last year, Shoob temporarily enjoined the school 
system from sponsoring religious activities on school 
property, and the system appealed. Last summer, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit upheld 
Shoob, declaring that the school system had created the 
danger of "excessive entanglement with religion" in 
violation of the First Amendment. The district was 
ordered to pay attorneys fees and court costs incurred 
by the plaintiffs, Joanne and Edwin Nartowicz. 

The couple brought the suit on behalf of their wards, 
T<:>dd and Craig Ferriter, who attended North Clayton 
H1gh School and North Clayton Junior High School. 
The couple complained about a school assembly featur
ing an evangelist singer from Texas brought there by the 
Second Baptist Church of College Park. 

The assembly spurred other complaints as well draw
ing the attention of the ACLU. The ACLU asked the 
school system to remove a church sign that was on 
school property and complained about religious an
nouncements during school hours and religious 
meetings held in the schools after classes ended. 
Reported in: Atlanta Journal, October 5. 

student press 

St. Paul, Minnesota 
When a federal judge in St. Paul ruled in early 

November that parts of the Fridley school district's 
policy regarding student publications were unconstitu-
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tional, the "central issue" of prior restraint was left 
unaddressed, according to the Minnesota Civil Liberties 
Union. 

The student editors of an underground newspaper, 
Tour de Farce, were within legal limits of vulgarity and 
were entitled to distribute the paper where and when 
they did, Judge Robert Renner ruled. But Renner let 
stand the school district's policy requiring that all such 
material be submitted to school officials one day before 
the intended distribution date. 

''The question here is not whether the functioning of 
the school was disrupted, but should communication 
between students be prohibited," said Matthew Stark, 
executive director of the MCLU, which brought the 
original suit on behalf of the students. "The school has 
no business intervening in this. The school has the right 
to impose certain restrictions, such as allowing distribu
tion only where it won't disrupt school activities. But 
basing their actions on the paper's content is illegal." 

The MCLU will appeal the decision. Joining them 
will be the Minnesota Coalition Against Censorship. 
Reported in: Minnesota Daily, November 12. 

leafletting 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
A Tulsa ordinance prohibiting the placement of 

pamphlets on car windshields is unconstitutional, Pre
siding Municipal Court Judge Doris L. Fransein ruled 
September 13. Charges against four defendants, who 
are associated with the Alamo Foundation, an Arkansas 
religious group, were dismissed. 

In her decision, Judge Fransein ruled that a portion 
of a city ordinance prohibiting certain advertising 
methods "is constitutionally overbroad as an infringe
ment upon Oklahoma's Liberty of Speech Clause." 
Judge Fransein noted that the ordinance's intent was to 
prohibit the placement . of any pamphlets on cars, 
whether advertisements or protected free speech. 

"This court, in reviewing cases regarding First 
Amendment issues, finds that the prohibition of placing 
pamphlets on vehicle windshieldt is constitutionally 
overbroad. The effect of that portion of the ordinance 
prohibits any third party's free speech interests ... any 
political pamphlets as well as advertisements," she said. 
Reported in: Tulsa World, September 14. 

rock music 

Springfield, Illinois 
A federal judge on September 24 formally ordered the 

Springfield Metropolitan Exposition and Auditorium 
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Authority (SMEAA) not to interfere with or obstruct 
the scheduled October 3 performance of the rock band 
AC/DC. The order, signed by U.S. District Judge 
Richard Mills, also prohibited the board that operates 
the Prairie Capital Convention Center, from interfering 
should the concert be rescheduled. 

Filing of the suit earlier in the day by the band, its 
agent and the concert promoters, followed a meeting of 
the SMEAA board the previous evening during which 
the board esentially reversed an earlier vote banning the 
concert. The board had voted to cancel the concert after 
religious groups protested that the group's music is 
satanic. At the second meeting, board attorneys agreed 
not to block the concert if attorneys for the rock group 
would seek injunctive relief but not damages. Reported 
in: State Journal-Register, September 25. 

sexual harassment 

Richmond, Virginia 
The Virginia Supreme Court October 11 overturned a 

workers' compensation award to a woman who said her 
boss' preoccupation with Playboy magazine triggered a 
sexual assault. Vernell G. Braxton, who was a ticket 
seller at Richmond's civic theater, said Raymond E. 
McMullin grabbed her and tried to fondle her in Oc
tober, 1981. She testified before the Industrial Commis
sion of Virginia that McMullin kept Playboy and other 
sexually oriented material in his office and regularly 
discussed sexual topics with female employees. 

The commission ruled that the emotional injury suf
fered by Braxton was linked to the conditions of her 
workplace and that she therefore was entitled to com
pensation. It said McMullin's possession of sexually 
oriented material in his office was known by his 
superior and the risk of assault to Braxton "was increas
ed by the continued presence of McMullin on the 
scene." 

In overturning the ruling, the Supreme Court said 
there is no evidence to support a conclusion that 
someone who keeps or displays copies of Playboy in his 
office is more inclined to commit a sexual assault than 
anyone else. "As common sense tells us, neither the 
commission nor this court can take judicial notice that 
such a practice likely would produce such an inclina
tion," the decision said. Reported in: Washington Post, 
October 12. 
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is it legal? 

obscenity legislation 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Sexually explicit magazines and videotapes have been 

cleared from retail shelves throughout North Carolina 
as shopkeepers try to comply with the state's new por
nography law. The statute, passed in July, went into ef
fect October 1. It is substantially tougher than the law it 
replaced, and by mid-October at least a dozen people 
had been arrested on felony charges of disseminating 
obscenity. 

Almost 100 owners of videotape outlets have filed suit 
in state and federal courts challenging the law as un
constitutionally vague. The suits assert the law is a form 
of censorship endangering the rights of free expression, 
speech and privacy. Both opponents and proponents of 
the law acknowledge, however, that the legal battle 
promises to be a lengthy one. 

Under the new law, shopkeepers and their employees 
are subject to arrest if they sell items later judged by a 
jury to be obscene. Under the old law, enacted in 1974, 
a prosecutor took the items in question to a judge, who 
determined if they were obscene. A shopkeeper or an 
employee could be charged only if the item remained 
available for sale after it· had been ruled obscene. There 
were no successful prosecutions under the old law. 

Under the new law, items are obscene if they violate 
local community standards as determined by a jury and 
disseminating obscenity is punishable by up to three 
years in prison. 
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Lawyers for store owners, most of them in Raleigh, 
went to the Wllke County Superior Court October 1, 
and Judge Henry V. Barnette, Jr., issued a temporary 
restraining order barring enforcement of the law in the 
county until the North Carolina Court of Appeals ruled 
on its constitutionality. But after a four-hour hearing 
October 4, Judge Barnette lifted the order and on Oc
tober 9, the State Court of Appeals refused to reinstate 
it, pending a hearing. 

The store owners' · charges against the law include: 
• That because the new law applies to private as well 

as public places, it constitutes an invasion of privacy. 
• That the new statute doesn't consider whether the 

material has educational value. That will "have a chill
ing effect on the exercise of constitutionally protected 
expression and activity," the Wake County suit said. 

• That by criminalizing depictions of people "clad in 
undergarments or in revealing or bizarre costume," the 
statute is "substantially over-broad." 

• That making the dissemination of obscenity a 
felony "has created a scheme whereby people may be 
subject to cruel and unusual punishment." Dissemina
tion of obscenity to adults was previously a 
misdemeanor. 

• That the new law contains no requirement of intent. 
While the legal maneuverings continued, police in 

other counties began making arrests. In Charlotte, 
where six people from four adult bookstores were ar
rested, Police Attorney Robert F. Thomas, Jr., said, 
"For the time being, we intend to continue looking at 
adult bookstores and taking whatever enforcement ac
tion is appropriate. We have not arrested anyone out of 
a video outlet yet. But that's not to say we're not going 
to." 

Video dealers and motion picture theater managers 
were especially concerned about a section of the law 
outlawing the "exhibiting to minors of harmful material 
or performances." Such material or performances in
clude, "touching, in an act of apparent sexual stimula
tion or sexual abuse, of the clothed or unclothed 
genitals, pubic area or buttocks of another person or the 
clothed or unclothed breasts of a human female.'' 

The minors clause also rules illegal the showing of 
"uncovered, or less than opaquely covered, human 
genitals, pubic area or buttocks, or the nipple or any 
portion of the areola of the human female breast" and 
"covered human male genitals in a discernably turgid 
state." 

That means that movies such as Splash, Blue Lagoon 
and Sixteen Candles, all of which feature nudity, may 
be forbidden to minors, Archdale video store operator 
Monty Winters charged. "We're seeing an infringement 
of our First Amendment rights," Winters said. "What 
we're seeing is censorship. You can go back to Nazi Ger-
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many and see how Hitler handled books he didn't like. 
Well, we're seeing that in North Carolina 
now .... We're talking about fifteen percent of our in
ventory that we removed," he continued. "But our 
business has been off about thirty to forty 
percent. ... Some people are scared to even come in 
the store because they feel the vice squad is going to 
come in after them.'' 

Although the new law has no formal relationship to 
the MP AA motion picture ratings, some theater 
managers reacted to the law by requiring written permis
sion slips from parents who bring their children to an 
R-rated film, even if the parent sees the film too. At the 
very least, according to newspaper accounts, most 
theaters in the Raleigh area are requiring a parent to be 
present before a moviegoer under the age of 18 will be 
allowed to see an R-rated film. Some theater managers 
even restricted admittance to PG movies which contain 
brief nude scenes. 

"We would rather be too strict in our interpretation 
of what we think the law says than to be too lax and risk 
prosecution," said an attorney for the Carmike 
Cinemas chain, which owns 28 theaters in the state. 
"I'm sure it's making some people unhappy." Reported 
in: New York Times, October 13; Raleigh News and 
Observer, September 22, October 10, 16, 27. 

pornography 

Los Angeles, California 
Multi-million dollar companies involved in national 

distribution of adult films and other allegedly obscene 
material will be prosecuted in Los Angeles under a new 
California law authorizing confiscation of profits from 
"obscene" and "harmful" matter, the Los Angeles 
Police Department revealed in mid-October. The 
legislation was set to go into effect January 1. 

Sgt. Don Smith, detective supervisor in the ad
ministrtive vice division, said "numerous" cases pro
secutable under the new legislation will fall under its 
purview. "We're talking about multi-million dollar 
companies that distribute obscenJJ:y nationwide," he 
said. "Amount of profits and re\'enues they generate 
are tremendous. We're talking about the possibility of 
some major fines tantamount to confiscation of 
profits." 

Assemblywoman Marian La Follette sponsored the 
measure. She charged that "crime syndicates skim off 
porno profits and divert them to other illegal 
activities." Her measure added "obscene matter" and 
"harmful matter" to previously covered criminal pro
fiteering activities in the California Control of Profits 
of Organized Crime Act. "Harmful matter" is defined 
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as material particularly offensive to minors. She said the 
Los Angeles Sheriff's Dept. assisted her staff in prepar
ing the legislation. Reported in: Variety, October 16. 

New York, N.Y. 
Due to ongoing, sporadic anti-pornography 

demonstrations in its stores, B. Dalton Booksellers has 
formulated a new policy statement, sent to all stores last 
fall, which states that local legislation will determine its 
course of action in such instances. In two separate re
cent incidents, demonstrators have protested the sale of 
Penthouse magazine in Dalton stores by lying down in 
front of magazine displays, or by blocking a store's 
entrance. 

Bette Fenton, vice president of public affairs at B. 
Dalton, said that the two most recent demonstrations, 
which occurred in Durham, North Carolina, on 
September 25 and in Madison, Wisconsin, October 3, 
were organized by a group called Citizens for Media 
Responsibility Without Law. Fenton said the 
demonstrators were protesting ''pornography as 
violence against women." "We made the decision we 
would allow the [demonstrators] to stay as long as the 
store was open," she said. 

Dalton's position paper states: "We do not feel we 
have the right as a retail organization to censor the 
reading tastes of the public .... We look to the stan
dards that have been set through legislation and local 
ordinances ... To us legislation is the clearest signal we 
have that a particular community does not approve of 
these periodicals." According to the statement, Dalton 
has been "reviewing the status of our adult sophisticate 
magazines. We expect that in some cases the withdrawal 
of some magazines is possible." A Dalton represen
tative said the chain would remove magazines if local 
legislation ordered them sold from behind the counter. 
Reported in: ABA Newswire, November 4. 

prayer in school 

Wilson, North Carolina 
A moment of silence became part of the daily class 

routine in some North Carolina school systems last fall. 
Since the General Assembly passed a bill in July allow
ing school boards to authorize a moment of silence, at 
least twenty of the state's 140 systems have adopted or 
are considering new policies. At least one system already 
allowed a moment of silence. 

In Wilson County, the new policy sets aside sixty 
seconds of silence at the start of the school day. "I was 
wary at first," said Clinton B. Johnson, principal at 
Vinson-Bynum School in Wilson. "I thought we'd have 
kids who didn't handle it well, and teachers never like 
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unstructured time. But I was wrong. It gives the kids a 
moment to calm down and discipline themselves. They 
can pray if they want to, but I'd say most of them 
don't." 

The U.S. Supreme Court prepared the way for North 
Carolina's moment of silence law in June, when it over
turned an Alabama law permitting a moment of silence 
"for meditation or voluntary prayer." In a 6-3 decision, 
the court said that statute violated the constitutional 
ban on state religion, but the opinion suggested that the 
court would accept a moment of silence law that was 
strictly "neutral" on religion (see Newsletter, 
September 1985, p. 159). 

North Carolina's law allows local school boards to 
authorize a moment of silence, but under strict limita
tions: the period can last no longer than sixty seconds, 
and a teacher must not introduce it or give it a religious 

. tenor. 
Fundamentalists are not rallying around the law. H. 

Lamarr Mooneyham, president of the North Carolina 
Moral Majority, said the moment of silence was a vic
tory for "left-wing groups" who oppose prayer in 
schools. "I find it hard to get excited about being 
silent," he said. "It's totally foreign to what our 
founding fathers had in mind .... If you're silenced, 
you're silenced." Mooneyham added that he favored a 
moment of prayer, but that was probably not possible 
"in our plural society anymore." 

Nevertheless, the North Carolina Civil Liberties 
Union sees the moment of silence law preparing the way 
for prayer. George H. Gardner, the NCCLU's executive 
director, said that while he had received no complaints, 
disputes were inevitable. "In a great many classrooms, 
we're going to go from a moment of silence to a mo
ment of reverent silence, to a moment of prayer led by 
Johnny today and Mary tomorrow. I can see it coming. 
I think that barrier is almost down.'' Reported in: 
Raleigh News and Observer, October 20. 

free press 

Providence, Rhode Island 
The Providence Journal, citing freedom of the press, 

defied a judge's order November 14 and published 
government documents based on illegally taped con
versations between a reputed leader of organized crime 
and his father. The newspaper published the material in 
a front page article the day after Judge Francis J. Boyle 
issued a temporary restraining order prohibiting The 
Journal and W JAR, a Providence television station, 
from reporting on portions of the documents. An at
torney for Raymond J. Patrarca, the reputed crime 

January 1 986 

leader, had argued that the information should be 
withheld because it was obtained through an illegal FBI 
wiretap and was an invasion of his client's privacy. 

The newspaper said it had not originally planned to 
publish the documents but had done so specifically to 
challenge Judge Boyle's ruling. "Our lawyers have 
assured us that Judge Boyle has acted unconstitutional
ly," Charles Hauser, the paper's executive editor, said. 
"However, the decision to publish is solely an editorial 
judgment.'' 

In 1979, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Cir
cuit ruled that the documents should remain sealed to 
protect the privacy of the elder Mr. Patrarca. News 
organizations asked for the documents under the 
Freedom of Information Act after the elder Patrarca 
died, and the FBI released some of the documents with 
the names of people who are alive blacked out. 
However, the name of the younger Patrarca was not 
blacked out in some instances. Reported in: New York 
Times, November 15. 

' 
gay rights 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
Two University of Nebraska students have filed suit 

against the Daily Nebraskan student newspaper over the 
paper's refusal to run advertisments which refer to a 
person's sexual orientation. The suit filed by Pam Pearn 
and Michael Sinn, both members of the Gay /Lesbian 
Student Association, challenges a policy adopted by the 
publications committee last January which says that the 
newspaper will not print any advertisements that 
discriminate because of "sex or sexual orientation." 
Pearn and Sinn contend that the paper is improperly us
ing the policy to refuse advertisements for roommates in 
which the person placing the ad identifies his or her own 
sexual orientation. 

According to the suit filed by a Lincoln attorney and 
supported by the Nebraska Civil Liberties Union, Pearn 
tried three times to place an ad for a roommate in which 
she identified herself as a lesbian. Three times the paper 
refused to print the ad. A fourth time, the ad ran but the 
word "lesbian" was changed to "liberal," allegedly 
without Pearn's knowledge. After the ad appeared, the 
petition charged, Pearn received "several annoying 
phone calls from men who have assumed from the word 
'liberal' in the amended advertisement that plaintiff is 
seeking a living arrangement with men." 

The suit asks the court to uphold the two students' 
right "to purchase an advertisement which is self
descriptive of the plaintiffs' sexual orientation." 
Reported in: Lincoln Star, September 28. 
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(ALA sues Boorstin . .. from page 1) 

Library of Congress announced that in "accordance 
with the intent of the U.S. House of Representatives," 
the Library of Congress "will cease publishing Playboy 
in braille with the December 1985 issue." 

The books for the blind program of the Library of 
Congress has been in existence for over half a century. 
In fiscal1983, network libraries reported a total circula
tion of 18,200,000 books and magazines to 526,000 
blind and physically handicapped readers. A twelve
member advisory committee, including professional 
librarians and members of the American Council of the 
Blind and the Blinded Veterans Association, recom
mend materials to the Library of Congress for offering 
in braille on a trial basis to the braille readers who par
ticipate each year in the program. The ultimate selection 
of materials for the program, however, is a function of 
professional standards of quality, balance and reader 
demand. 

Production of braille editions of magazines and 
books is extremely expensive and virtually all the 
magazines produced in braille in this country are pro
duced by this program, which is funded almost entirely 
by congressional appropriation. Blind and physically 
handicapped individuals are totally dependent on this 
program. 

In recent years, the program has had sufficient 
funding to produce regular braille editions of approx
imately 36 magazines. Since 1970, Playboy has con
tinuously been on the list of regular braille editions. 
During that time, Playboy has consistently been one of 
the six or seven most demanded magazines, and has fre
quently ranked even higher than that in reader demand. 

In 1981, the director of the program asked the Collec
tion Development staff of the Library of Congress ''to 
review the appropriateness of continuing to offer 
Playboy in braille to eligible blind persons." In 
December 1981, after a rigorous internal review, the 
staff determined that Playboy "remains head and 
shoulders over its competitors. In 16ct, its 1980 circula
tion surpassed Good Housekeepmg and Ladies Home 
Journal. In terms of the quality of the writing, which is 
a prime consideration for selecting periodicals for this 
program, it is top notched." 

The suit filed by ALA and the other plaintiffs argues 
that the Wylie amendment does not mandate the dele
tion of Playboy from the list of braille magazines. This 
condition was only stated orally by Rep. Wylie in a floor 
debate at which a quorum was not present. The amend
ment's text, the plaintiffs charge, "is plain and unam
biguous on its face" and "ordinary canons of statutory 
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interpretation preclude reference to the ambiguous floor 
debate preceding passage of that amendment, ... par
ticularly when there is no clear indication that a major
ity of the Congressmen who voted for the amendment 
were even aware of the substance of the floor debate, 
when the enabling statute expressly vests in the librarian 
(not the Congress) control over expenditure of sums ap
propriated, and when a contrary interpretation would 
render the amendment unconstitutional." 

Further, the plaintiffs argue, "if the Wylie amend
ment does prohibit defendant Boorstin from producing 
braille editions of Playboy, the amendment violates 
plaintiffs' constitutional rights under the First and Fifth 
Amendments ... In several decisions, the U.S. 
Supreme Court has made it clear that even in programs 
where speech is subsidized by the government, or takes 
place in or through a government-created forum, the 
government may not discriminatorily subsidize or per
mit some lawful speech when the basis for the distinc
tion is the government's agreement or disagreement 
with the content of the speech or with the ideas or views 
of the speaker." 

Hence the suit asks for judgment "declaring that the 
Wylie amendment does not prohibit defendant Boorstin 
and the Library of Congress from producing braille 
and/or recorded editions of Playboy" and directing the 
reconsideration of that magazine using the same pro
cedures and standards applied to all other magazines. 

"In the alternative, should the court determine that 
the Wylie amendment does prohibit defendant Boorstin 
and the Library of Congress from producing braille 
and/or recorded editions of Playboy, plaintiffs respect
fully request judgment: Declaring that the Wylie 
amendment violates plaintiffs' constitutional 
rights .... " 
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Actual 3550. Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation 
(PS Form 3526, July 1981) filed with the United States Postal Service 
in Chicago, October II, 1985. I certify that the statements made by me 
above are correct and complete. 
I s/ Judith F. Krug. 
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success stories 

libraries 

Douglas, Arizona 
The Douglas City Library board decided September 

17 to retain on its shelves a homosexual-oriented 
magazine that had become the object of complaints (see 
Newsletter, November 1985, p. 193). By a vote of 6-1, 
with one abstention and one member absent, the board 
decided to keep The Advocate available on the library's 
reserve rack. 

"The librarian will have the discretion of checking the 
magazine out," said board president Harriette Jump. 
"It will be up to her to judge the maturity of the person 
asking for it.'' A subscription to The Advocate was 
donated to the library by a Douglas resident. Reported 
in: Arizona Daily Star, September 19. 

Clayton County, Georgia 
Clayton County school officials decided to allow the 

novel Deenie, by Judy Blume, back on elementary and 
junior high school library shelves after determining that 
the book is appropriate for young readers, a school 
system representative said September 17. Earlier in the 
month, school officials decided to examine the book in 
light of neighboring Gwinnett County's decision to 
remove it from elementary school libraries (see page 8). 

Although no parent had filed a formal complaint 
about Deenie in Clayton, the book was withdrawn while 
a committee of teachers, librarians and other school of
ficials assessed it. The committee recommended that the 
book be returned to the shelves and Superintendent 
Ernest Stroud concurred. "The committee felt the book 
had value and that it addresses a sensitive issue that is 
very important to adolescents,'' he said. 

January 1986 

After the decision to temporarily pull Deenie, school 
officials received several calls from parents who wanted 
the book back. At least one parent was disappointed 
with the decision, however, and said she might file a for
mal complaint against the book. "I expected the book 
to be put on the restricted list," said Patricia Crane. "I 
thought everyone else out there would want to protect 
our children. I guess I was naive." Reported in: Atlanta 
Constitution, September 10, 18. 

schools 

Putnam, Connecticut 
The mother of a 13-year-old Dungeons and Dragons 

player who committed suicide in April came out against 
an apparently unsuccessful effort to ban the game from 
Putnam schools. In an open letter printed in the 
Observer Patriot newspaper, Martha Cartier said her 
son Roland's suicide had nothing to do with his interest 
in the game. "My son also played Uno, Yahtzee, 
Monopoly and other games and it was not from any 
game that my son committed suicide. Not even D & D." 

In May, the Christian Information Council (CIC) 
presented a petition with 490 signatures to the Board of 
Education seeking a ban on the game. After Cartier's 
death, playing of Dungeons and Dragons was halted at 
the Putnam public library (see Newsletter, September 
1985, p. 152). In July, the school board voted not to ban 
the game because that would amount to censorship. The 
CIC then took its case to the media. At an August 
school board meeting, CIC members asked the board to 
reconsider. The meeting was covered by the national 
media, including the New York Times and Cable News 
Network. 

It was at this point that Mrs. Cartier spoke up. "I 
think it is a tragedy how a certain group of people can 
take a tragic death and use it for their own purpose, 
without even considering that they are putting a family 
through pure hell," she wrote. "It's too bad you can't 
find a worthy cause to help others instead of messing up 
people's lives," she told the CIC. "To take this game 
out of school is wrong. If the families don't want their 
children to play, then notify the school and request it." 

Austin, Texas 
The Texas State Board of Education declined 

November 9 to reject a "negative" U.S. history text
book and also refused to require publishers to identify 
the political affiliation of every person quoted in their 
history books. However, before going on to approve 
$93.6 million worth of new textbooks for Texas public 
schools, the board also ignored the pleas of a group of 
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New Jersey #31, North Dakota # 32 
Add New Jersey and North Dakota to the rapidly ex

panding list of states which have adopted legislation to 
protect the confidentiality of library circulation records. 
New Jersey's statute went into effect May 31 and states 
in part: "Library records which contain the names or 
other personally identifying details regarding the users 
of libraries are confidential and shall not be disclosed 
except in the following circumstances: The records are 
necessary for the proper operation of the library; 
Disclosure is requested by the user; or Disclosure is re
quired pursuant to a subpoena issued by a court or court 
order.'' 

The North Dakota law, which went into effect on 
July 1, states in part: "Any record maintained or receiv
ed by a library receiving public funds, which provides a 
library patron's name or information sufficient to iden
tify a patron together with the subject about which the 
patron requested information, is considered private and 
is excepted from the public records disclosure re
quirements of section 44-04-18. These records may be 
released when required pursuant to a court order or 
subpoena.'' 

Thirty-two states now offer such statutory protection. 
The other states with confidentiality statutes are: 
Alabama, Alaska, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min
nesota, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin. 

scientists by adopting new science books for seventh
graders that critics said give only cursory treatment to 
the theory of evolution. 

People for the American Way, which has been at the 
center of the Texas textbook battle, applauded the deci
sions on the political affiliation rule and the history text, 
Our Land, Our Time. "Today, the State Board of 
Education showed the nation that Texas was not back
ing down on its commitment to imiJroved textbook con
tent," said Michael Hudson, PAW's Texas director. 
"Sound history won out over sectarian bias." 

The decision, by a vote of 8-4 on Our Land, Our 
Time, was a setback for conservative textbook critics 
Mel and Norma Gabler of Longview, who charged the 
book is biased against Republicans, conservatives and 
Ronald Reagan. "They give children a one-sided 
presentation that is totally biased," Mel Gabler said, 
''using glowing terms every time they refer to a 
Democrat and derogatory terms every time they refer to 
a Republican." 
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Hudson, whose group sought to delay adoption of 
science books said he was "disappointed" by the 
board's failure to require more treatment of evolution 
in those books. "Ten years of creationist influence can
not be undone in just two years," he said, "but the tide 
has turned." 

While declining to step into the evolution dispute this 
year, Texas board members had tentatively agreed 
November 8 to a suggested policy change requiring 
publishers to identify the political leanings of all persons 
quoted in U.S. history books. But when the idea came 
up for a vote the next day several board members at
tacked it. 

"I am very strongly opposed to this requirement," 
said board member Charles Duncan of Houston, a 
former U, S. Secretary of Energy and Deputy Secretary 
of Defense in the Carter Administration. "How you 
label people is a very difficult thing," he said. "You can 
create impressions that are not accurate, that are in fact 
erroneous.'' 

Board member Jack Strong of Longview, who pro
posed the requirement, said there is nothing wrong with 
giving teachers and students information that will "let 
them make decisions for themselves.'' Strong said the 
vast majority of persons quoted in high school history 
books are already identified. His proposal was rejected 
by a vote of 11-2, however, with Strong and Maria 
Elena Flood of El Paso casting the only votes in favor 
and one board member abstaining. Reported in: Dallas 
Morning News, November 10. 

pornography 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
A proposed ordinance that would have made it a civil 

rights vioh,l.tion to "traffic" in pornography and would 
have permitted civil lawsuits against "traffickers" was 
rejected in a referendum November 5. The proposed 
"Human Rights Ordinance" was defeated by a vote of 
13,031 to 9,419. 

The proposed ordinance termed it sex discrimination 
to "make," "exhibit," "sell" or distribute" por
nography or to "coerce" someone to perform for por
nography. The ordinance defined pornography as "the 
graphic sexually explicit subordination of women 
through pictures or words." 

Supporters said the ordinance would lessen violence 
and sex discrimination against women. "Using the vic
tim's rights" would get "justice for women without cen
sorship because it puts power to decide what is por
nographic in the hands of the victim rather than the 
police,"; said Emily Culpepper of the Women's 
Alliance Against Pornography, sponsor of the measure. 
Reported in: New York Times, November 12. 
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(Zappa . .. from page 3) 

nonsense which fails to deliver any real benefits to 
children, infringes the civil libertis of people who are 
not children, and promises to keep the courts busy for 
years, dealing with the interpretational and enforcemen
tal problems inherent in the proposal's design. 

It is my understanding that, in law, First Amendment 
issues are decided with a preference for the least restric
tive alternative. In this context, the PMRC's demands 
are the equivalent of treating dandruff by decapitation. 

No one has forced Mrs. Baker or Mrs. Gore to bring 
Prince or Sheena Easton into their homes. Thanks to 
the Constitution, they are free to buy other forms of 
music for their children. Apparently they insist on pur
chasing the works of contemporary recording artists in 
order to support a personal illusion of aerobic 
sophistication. Ladies, please be advised: the $8.98 pur
chase price does not entitle you to a kiss on the foot 
from the composer or performer in exchange for a spin 
on the family Victrola. Taken as a whole, the complete 
list of PMRC demands reads like an instruction manual 
for some sinister kind of 'toilet training program' to 
house-break all composers and performers because of 
the lyrics of a few. Ladies, how dare you? 

The ladies' shame must be shared by the bosses at the 
major labels who, through the RIAA, chose to bargain 
away the rights of the composers, performers, and 
retailers in order to pass H. R. 2911, The Blank Tape 
Tax: a private tax, levied by an industry on consumers, 
for the benefit of a select group within that industry. Is 
this a 'consumer issue'? You bet it is. PMRC spokesper
son, Kandy Stroud, announced to millions of fascinated 
viewers on last Friday's ABC Nightline debate that 
Senator Gore, a man she described as "A friend of the 
music industry," is co-sponsor of something she refer
red to as 'anti-piracy legislation'. Is this the same tax bill 
with a nicer name? 

The major record labels need to have H.R. 2911 whiz 
through a few committees before anybody smells a rat. 
One of them is chaired by Senator Thurmond. Is it a 
coincidence that Mrs. Thurmond is affiliated with the 
PMRC? I can't say she's a member, because the PMRC 
has no members. Their secretary told me on the phone 
last Friday that the PMRC has no members ... only 
founders. I asked how many other D.C. wives are non
members of an organization that raises money by mail, 
has a tax-exempt status, and seems intent on running the 
Constitution of The United States through the family 
paper-shredder. I asked her if it was a cult. Finally, she 
said she couldn't give me an answer and that she had to 
call their lawyer. 

While the wife of the Secretary of the Treasury recites 
''Gonna drive my love inside you ... '', and Senator 
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Gore's wife talks about "BONDAGE!" and "Oral sex 
at gunpoint," on the CBS Evening News, people in high 
places work on a tax bill that is so ridiculous, the only 
way to sneak it through is to keep the public's mind on 
something else: 'Porn Rock'. 

The PMRC practices a curious double standard with 
these fervent recitations. Thanks to them, helpless 
young children all over America get to hear about oral 
sex at gunpoint on network TV several nights a week. Is 
there a secret FCC dispensation here? What sort of end 
justifies these means? PTA parents should keep an eye 
on these ladies if that's their idea of 'good taste'. 

Is the basic issue morality? Is it mental health? Is it an 
issue at all? The PMRC has created a lot of confusion 
with improper comparisons between song lyrics, videos, 
record packaging, radio broadcasting, and live perfor
mances. These are all different mediums, and the people 
who work in them have a right to conduct their business 
without trade-restraining legislation, whipped up like an 
instant pudding by The Wives of Big Brother. 

Is it proper that the husband of a PMRC non
member/founder/person sits on any committee con
sidering business pertaining to the Blank Tape Tax or 
his wife's lobbying organization? Can any committee 
thus constituted 'find facts' in a fair and unbiased man
ner? This committee has three. A minor conflict of 
interest? 

The PMRC promotes their program as a harmless 
type of consumer information service, providing 
'guidelines' which will assist baffled parents in the 
determination of the 'suitability' of records listened to 
by 'very young children'. The methods they propose 
have several unfortunate side effects, not the least of 
which is the reduction of all American Music, recorded 
and live, to the intellectual level of a Saturday morning 
cartoon show. 

Teen-agers with $8.98 in their pocket might go into a 
record store alone, but 'very young children' do not. 
Usually there is a parent in attendance. The $8.98 is in 
the parents' pocket. The parent can always suggest that 
the $8.98 be spent on a book. 

If the parent is afraid to let the child read a book, 
perhaps the $8.98 can be spent on recordings of in
strumental music. Why not bring jazz or classical music 
into your home instead of Blackie Lawless or Madon
na? Great music with NO WORDS AT ALL is available 
to anyone with sense enough to look beyond this week's 
platinum-selling fashion plate. 

Children in the 'vulnerable' age bracket have a 
natural love for music. If, as a parent, you believe they 
should be exposed to something more uplifting than 
Sugar Walls, support Music Appreciation programs in 
schools. Why haven't you considered your child's need 
for consumer information? Music Appreciation costs 
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very little compared to sports expenditures. Your 
children have a right to know that something besides 
pop music exists. 

It is unfortunate that the PMRC would rather 
dispense governmentally sanitized Heavy Metal Music, 
than something more 'uplifting'. Is this an indication of 
PMRC's personal taste, or just another manifestation 
of the low priority this administration has placed on 
education for the arts in America? The answer, of 
course, is neither. You can't distract people from think
ing about an unfair tax by talking about Music Ap
preciation. For that you need sex ... and lots of it. 

Because of the subjective nature of the PMRC 
ratings, it is impossible to guarantee that some sort of 
'despised concept' won't sneak through, tucked away in 
new slang or the over-stressed pronunciation of an 
otherwise innocent word. If the goal here is total ver
bal/moral safety, there is only one way to achieve it: 
watch no TV, read no books, see no movies, listen to 
only instrumental music, or buy no music at all. 

The establishment of a rating system, voluntary or 
otherwise, opens the door to an endless parade of Moral 
Quality Control Programs based on 'Things Certain 
Christians Don't Like'. What if the next bunch of 
Washington Wives demands a large yellow "J" on all 
material written or performed by Jews, in order to save 
helpless children from exposure to 'concealed Zionist 
doctrine'? 

Record ratings are frequently compared to film 
ratings. Apart from the quantitative difference, there is 
another that is more important: People who act in films 
are hired to 'pretend'. No matter how the film is rated, 
it won't hurt them personally. Since many musicians 
write and perform their own material and stand by it as 
their art (whether you like it or not), an imposed rating 
will stigmatize them as individuals. How long before 
composers and performers are told to wear a festive lit
tle PMRC arm band with their Scarlet Letter on it? 

The PMRC rating system restrains trade in one 
specific musical field: Rock. No ratings have been re
quested for Comedy records or Country Music. Is there 
anyone in the PMRC who can differentiate infallibly 
between Rock and Country Music? Artists in both fields 
cross stylistic lines. Some artilts include comedy 
material. If an album is part Rock, part Country, part 
comedy, what sort of label would it get? Shouldn't the 
ladies be warning everyone that inside those Country 
albums with the American Flags, the big trucks, and the 
atomic pompadours there lurks a fascinating variety of 
songs about sex, violence, alcohol, and the devil, 
recorded in a way that lets you hear every word, sung 
for you by people who have been to prison and are 
proud of it. 

If enacted, the PMRC program would have the effect 
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of protectionist legislation for the Country Music In
dustry, providing more security for cowboys than it 
does for children. One major retail outlet has already in
formed the Capitol Records sales staff that it would not 
purchase or display an album with any kind of sticker 
on it. 

Another chain with outlets in shopping malls has been 
told by the landlord that if it racked 'hard-rated albums' 
they would lose their lease. That opens up an awful lot 
of shelf- space for somebody. Could it be that a certain 
Senatorial husband and wife team from Tennessee sees 
this as an 'affirmative action program' to benefit the 
suffering multitudes in Nashville? 

Is the PMRC attempting to save future generations 
from sex itself! The type, the amount, and the timing of 
sexual inf<'rmation given to a child should be determin
ed by parents, not by people who are involved in a tax 
scheme cover-up. 

The PMRC has concocted a Mythical Beast, and 
compounds the chicanery by demanding 'consumer 
guidelines' to keep it from inviting your children inside 
its Sugar Walls. Is the next step the adoption of a 
'PMRC National Legal Age For Comprehension of 
Vaginal Arousal'. Many people in this room would 
gladly support such legislation, but, before they start 
drafting their bill, I urge them to consider these facts: 

(1) There is no conclusive scientific evidence to support 
the claim that exposure to any form of music will 
cause the listener to commit a crime or damn his soul 
to hell. 

(2) Masturbation is not illegal. If it is not illegal to do it, 
why should it be illegal to sing about it? 

(3) No medical evidence of hairy palms, warts, or 
blindness has been linked to masturbation or 
vaginal arousal, nor has it been proven that hearing 
references to either topic automatically turns the 
listener into a social liability. 

(4) Enforcement of anti-masturbatory legislation could 
prove costly and time consuming. 

(5) There is not enough prison space to hold all the 
children who do it. 

The PMRC's proposal is most offensive in its 'moral 
tone'. It seeks to enforce a set of implied religious values 
on its victims. Iran has a religious government. Good 
for them. I like having the capitol of the United States in 
Washington D.C., in spite of recent efforts to move it to 
Lynchburg, Virginia. . 

Fundamentalism is not a state religion. The PMRC's 
request for labels regarding sexually explicit lyrics, 
violence, drugs, alcohol, and especially occult content 
reads like a catalog of phenomena abhorrent to practi
tioners of that faith. How a person worships is a private 
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matter, and should not be inflicted upon or exploited by 
others. Understanding the Fundamentalist leanings of 
this organization, I think it is fair to wonder if their 
rating system will eventually be extended to inform 
parents as to whether a musical group has homosexuals 
in it. Will the PMRC permit music groups to exist, but 
only if gay members don't sing, and are not depicted on 
the album cover? 

The PMRC has demanded that record companies 're
evaluate' the contracts of those groups who do things on 
stage that they find offensive. I remind the PMRC that 
groups are comprised of individuals. If one guy wiggles 
too much, does the whole band get an "X"? If the 
group gets dropped from the label as a result of this 're
evaluation' process, do the other guys in the group who 
weren't wiggling get to sue the guy who wiggled because 
he ruined their careers? Do the founders of this tax
exempt organization with no members plan to indem
nify record companies for any losses incurred from un
favorably decided breach of contract suits, or is there a 
PMRC secret agent in the Justice Department? 

Should individual musicians be rated? If so, who is 
qualified to determine if the guitar player is an "X", the 
vocalist is a "D/ A", or the drummer is a "V". If the 
bass player (or his Senator) belongs to a religious group 
that dances around with poisonous snakes, does he get 
an "0"? What if he has an earring in one ear, wears an 
Italian Horn around his neck, sings about his 
astrological sign, practices yoga, reads the Quaballah, 
or owns a rosary? Will his 'occult content' rating go into 
an old CointelPro computer, emerging later as a 
"fact", to determine if he qualifies for a home-owner 
loan? Will they tell you this is necessary to protect the 
folks next door from the possibility of 'devil-worship' 
lyrics creeping through the wall? 

What hazards await the unfortunate retailer who ac
cidentally sells an "0" rated record to somebody's little 
Johnny? Nobody in Washington seemed to care when 
Christian Terrorists bombed abortion clinics in the 
name of Jesus. Will you care when the 'friends of the 
wives of big brother' blow up the shopping mall? 

The PMRC wants ratings to start as of the date of 
their enactment. That leaves the current crop of 'objec
tionable material' untouched. What will be the status of 
recordings from that Golden Era prior to censorship? 
Do they become collector's items ... or will another 
'fair and unbiased committee' order them destroyed in a 
public ceremony? 

Bad facts make bad law, and people who write bad 
laws are, in my opinion, more dangerous than 
songwriters who celebrate sexuality. Freedom of 
Speech, Freedom of Religious Thought, and the Right 
to Due Process for composers, performers and retailers 
are imperiled if the PMRC and the major labels con-
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summate this nasty bargain. Are we expected to give up 
Article One so the big guys can collect an extra dollar on 
every blank tape and 10 to 25% on tape recorders? 
What's going on here? Do we get to vote on this tax? 
There's an awful lot of smoke pouring out of the 
legislative machinery used by the PMRC to inflate this 
issue. Try not to inhale it. Those responsible for the 
vandalism should pay for the damage by voluntarily 
rating themselves. If they refuse, perhaps the voters 
could assist in awarding the Congressional "X", the 
Congressional "D/ A", the Congressional "V", and the 
Congressional "0". Just like the ladies say: these 
ratings are necessary to protect our children. I hope it's 
not too late to put them where they really belong. 

(censorship dateline ... from page 14) 

religion. "The message that the play portrays is really 
that all of Christianity, and specifically the Catholic 
Church is fraudulent, that the ministers of religion are 
peddling lies and that anybody that is in a sense seduced 
by them into believing has become psychologically 
deformed,'' Sosnowski said. 

Controversy has followed Sister Mary wherever it has 
been performed-or where actors have attempted to 
perform it. In St. Louis in 1983, the Missouri Senate 
threatened a cut off of funds to a local theater, forcing 
cancellation. An attempt by the Catholic diocese of 
Long Island, New York, to stop a performance last 
summer at the Nassau County Community College stir
red controversy but the college trustees ultimately let the 
play go on (see Newsletter, January 1983, p. 12; May 
1983, p. 86; March 1984, p. 42; November 1984, p. 189; 
September 1985, p. 155; November 1985, p. 204). 

"Frankly, nobody wanted to take on that kind of 
controversy," Civic Little Theatre president Sharon 
Glassman said. Although Jack Savage, a member of 
Pennsylvania Stage Co., who was scheduled to direct 
the play, was · "shocked" by the decision, a poll of 
theatre executive committee members was unanimous 
for cancellation. 

"We went through all the arguments about free 
speech and censorship,'' Glassman continued. But, 
after talking to Sosnowski, she said she agreed that it 
was wrong to stage the play. "If we hadn't agreed it 
shouldn't be staged we wouldn't have closed it down 
without a real fight." 

Theatre officials originally wanted to stage the play to 
boost a lagging box office. "Civic Little Theatre is 
really old-fashioned, and we thought we'd like to do 
something really new," Glassman explained. "All those 
old family shows just don't sell tickets. Theatre direc-
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tors were also afraid that patrons might withhold con
tributions. "Civic Little Theatre has been dependent on 
public support for sixty years," Glassman said. 
Reported in: Allentown Morning Call, September 7. 

foreign 

Budapest, Hungary 
Budapest police flagged down a taxicab carrying 700 

copies of an underground book critical of the govern
ment and confiscated them, a noted Hungarian dissi
dent charged November 1. The dissident, Miklos 
Haraszti, author of the widely-praised Worker in a 
Workers' State, which has not been legally published in 
Hungary, said that the confiscated book, Towards an 
East European Marxism, was written by Janos Kiss and 
Gyorgy Bencze, frequent Marxist critics of the Com
munist regime. Reported in: New York Daily News, 
November 2. 

Oslo, Norway 
Seven editors of the Norwegian peace magazine lk

kevold (Nonviolence) were found guilty of endangering 
the security of the Norwegian state, the War Resisters 
International Newsletter reported. The charges came 
after the magazine claimed that the navy base at An
doya was a U.S. anti-submarine Sound Surveillance 
System shore base. 

Ivan Johansen was sentenced to nine months im
prisonment for the story and ordered to pay costs of 
10,000 kroners (about $I500). His six colleagues were 
given suspended sentences and told to pay a I ,000 
kroner fine and 500 kroners in costs. An appeal is 
planned. Reported in: Nonviolent Activist, September
October. 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
Responding to a rising tide of domestic unrest and 

world protest against the apartheid system, the South 
African government imposed sweeping restrictions on 
local and foreign journalists Novelllber 2, including bar
ring television crews, photographers and radio reporters 
from covering unrest in areas affected by an emergency 
decree. Journalists found guilty of defying the rules, 
which are considered the most stringent imposed on the 
press in recent memory, could face a jail sentence of up 
to ten years or a maximum fine of about $8,000, or 
both. 

Government officials said reporters working for 
newspapers would be allowed into areas where unrest 
was occurring but would first have to report to the local 
police and obey their instructions. Newspaper reporters 
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could be banned from covering unrest unless they 
agreed to a police escort. The Foreign Correspondents' 
Association immediately condemned the regulations 
"as the beginning of the slippery slide toward a totally 
controlled press" in South Africa and called on its 
members' governments to lodge strong protests. 

Under the restrictions, unrest covers a wide range of 
situations, including stone-throwing, school boycotts, 
work stoppages, police action to counter such protests 
or anything that could directly or indirectly threaten 
public order. A journalist could be ordered out of an 
area if the police determined that his mere presence 
could turn the situation into one of violence. 

The new action came amid increasing charges by 
government officials and some local newspapers the 
foreign press was inciting violence for its own aims and 
presenting an unfair picture of events. Police have in
creasingly taken harsh action against journalists, par
ticularly television crews, whipping them in the streets 
as they tried to film unrest and detaining them without 
charge for either working in areas of unrest or merely 
being present there. The new regulations were not ex
pected to greatly affect South Africa's government
controlled television, which does not generally screen 
footage of antigovernment demonstrations. 

Foreign journalists have vehemently denied govern
ment charges that they manufactured or twisted the 
news. "We reject the government's contention that the 
restrictions are meant solely to help reduce the level of 
violence," the Foreign Correspondents' Association 
said. "It is absurd to hold a small group of journalists 
responsible for a profound political conflict that has 
been going on for more than a year, left 800 people dead 
and placed a third of the population under the 
emergency rules." Reported in: New York Times, 
November 3. 

Frankfurt, West Germany 
A play that provoked bitter debate in West Germany 

over whether freedom of artistic expression should ex
tend to alleged antisemitic caricature was canceled 
November II by Frankfurt's city theater after its 
management concluded that the risks of disruptive pro
test by the city's Jewish community were too severe. 

The play, Garbage, the City and Death, was written 
by the late filmmaker Rainer Werner Fassbinder in I975 
as a protest against high-rise development in 
Frankfurt's West End, which the author saw as sym
bolic of materialistic values. Several prominent 
members of the city's 5,000-member Jewish community 
were active in the development project, and a central 
figure in the play is a greedy property speculator known 
simply as "the rich Jew." 
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The conflict over the play rekindled tensions between 
Jews and Gentiles only six months after the Bitburg 
episode, when Jews and leftist politicians urged 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to cancel plans to lay a wreath 
with President Reagan at the Bitburg military cemetery, 
which contains the graves of Waffen-SS soldiers. This 
time, however, the ideological supporting roles were 
reversed. Political figures to the left of the spectrum en
dorsed the Fassbinder production in the interest of ar
tistic freedom of expression, while more conservative 
sectors attacked its allegedly crude antisemitism. 

The world premiere of the play was scheduled for Oc
tober 31, but some 30 Jewish protesters occupied the 
stage when the curtain rose and refused to allow the per
formance to take place. They carried a banner reading 
"Subsidized Antisemitism," an allusion to the city's 
municipally supported Kammerspiel, or little theatre, 
where the production was staged with the approval of 
Frankfurt theater director Gunter Ruhle and Hilmar 
Hoffman, the city's director of cultural affairs. Four 
previous attempts to stage the work had been blocked 
by city authorities. Among the cemonstrators on stage 
was Ignatz Bubis, a prominent builder and allegedly the 
prototype for Fassbinder's Rich Jew. 

Instead of performing the play, the protesters and the 
audience spent the next three hours in an extraordinary, 
emotional discussion of antisemitism and free expres
sion in postwar West Germany. The demonstrators were 
immediately engaged by Daniel Cohn-Bendit, himself 
Jewish, who as Danny the Red was a leader of the 1968 
student uprising in Paris. "I do not feel myself to be in
sulted by this play," Cohn-Bendit said from the au
dience, "but I welcome your protests. You are in the 
tradition of 1968. This will be the first demonstration in 
the history of Frankfurt that will not be broken up by 
the police." As the protesters made it clear they would 
not leave, and Hoffman and Ruhle declared they would 
not be forcibly dispersed, Cohn-Bendit suggested that 
the play take place behind the protesters. "That would 
be real theater," he declared to hearty applause. 

The demonstrators were challenged to explain how 
they could be certain that a play was antisemitic when it 
had never been performed. Ruhle insisted that his 
dramatization had taken care to avoid an antisemitic 
slant. One protester responded: "I was in Bergen
Belsen, and I remember when Goebbels said that it was 
he who decided who was a Jew. And I say that we decide 
what is antisemitic.'' 

Before his 1982 death of a drug overdose at the age of 
36, Fassbinder contested accusations that Garbage is an
tisemitic. He said the involvement of Jews in the West 
End development scheme was a classic example of their 
being exploited to do the "dirty work" of non-Jews. 
"The Jews have been taboo in Germany since 1945," he 
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Oboler award announced 
The ALA Intellectual Freedom Round Table (IFRT) 

has announced the creation of a new award. The Eli M. 
Oboler Memorial Award honors the best published 
work in the area of intellectual freedom. The biennial 
award consists of $500 and a certificate of recognition. 
The prize is funded by HBW Associates, Inc., library 
consultants and planners. 

Eli M. Oboler, 1915-1983, was one of the library pro
fession's most eloquent and insightful champions of in
tellectual freedom. University Librarian at Idaho State 
University for over three decades, he wrote hundreds of 
articles, reviews and books; was a long time member of 
the ALA Council; served as president of the Pacific 
Northwest and Idaho Library Associations; was vice
president of the Freedom to Read Foundation and chair 
of the Intellectual Freedom Round Table. The prize will 
be presented for the first time at the 1986 ALA Annual 
Conference in New York, for writing that appeared in 
1984 and 1985. The 1988 award will cover works 
published in 1986 and 1987. 

In addition, IFRT continues to give the John Phillip 
Immroth Memorial Award of $500 to a living individual 
(or group) who has been exemplary in the defense and 
furtherance of the principles of intellectual freedom, 
and the IFRT State Program Award of $1,000, funded 
by Social Issues Resources Series, Inc., and presented 
each year to the state intellectual freedom committee 
that has implemented the most successful and creative 
intellectual freedom project. 

wrote in 1976. "This can rebound on them, as taboos 
lead to darkness, secret fears and finally enemies. 
Naturally, there are antisemites in this play just as there 
are antisemites, unfortunately, in Frankfurt. But it is 
exactly by the hysterical tones with which this play is 
discussed that I am strengthened in my fear of 'a new 
antisemitism,' out of which I have written this play." 

In the days following the ill-fated premiere, the con
servative newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung led 
an emotional campaign against the play with the sup
port of conservative politicians including the minister of 
culture for the state of Hesse, which includes Frankfurt, 
and the city's mayor. Theater officials tried to forge a 
compromise, but after ten days admitted defeat. In an
nouncing•cancellation of the production, Ruhle said the 
dispute over Fassbinder's work "displays an irra
tionalism that stems in part from the crimes of Germans 
against Jewish citizens and the fears that have arisen 
from those crimes." Reported in: New York Times, 
November 1; Washington Post, November 12. 
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