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The Reagan administration's efforts to reduce the amount ofjnformation avail
able to the public was cited as one of the top ten stories which didn't receive enough 
media coverage last year according to a national panel of media critics. Issues which 
led the "ten best censored" list include fraudulent safety testing, a super-secret spy 
court, and the possible end of equal opportunity in America. 

Project Censored, a national media research project now in its seventh year, 
annually investigates the quality of news coverage by locating stories about im
portant issues which are not widely reported by the news media. Project director 
Carl Jensen, associate professor of Communications Studies at Sonoma State Uni
versity, California, announced the ten top "censored" stories of 1982: 

1. Fraudulent Sqfety Tests-American consumers are buying and using a variety 
of products which may not be safe even though they have been approved by testing 
laboratories and regulatory agencies. A little-publicized court trial last year revealed 
that the largest testing lab in the country, which conducted about one-third of the 
toxicity and cancer testing of chemicals in America, performed fraudulent tests on 
chemicals used in deodorant soaps, arthritis medication, pesticides, and other 
products. In some experiments, rats which died were replaced by live ones and not 
reported. 

2. Americans Bugged by Super-Secret Court-the U.S. Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, located in a lead-enclosed vault on the sixth floor of the Justice 
Department in Washington, D.C., reviews intelligence agency requests to spy on 
Americans in this country. Secrecy surrounding the court is exceptional. It is not 
mentioned in the United States Court Directory; it isn't listed as an official govern
ment operation; and it doesn't appear in the Government Organizational Manual. 
But, according to researchers, it does seem efficient. Since its start in 1978, through 
1981, it heard 962 requests for electronic surveillance and approved all %2 requests. 
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editorial: government secrets, 
government censors 

Regular readers of the Newsletter may well have 
noticed a disturbing trend in recent issues. Where 
previously attention was focused primarily on local 
censorship efforts by people who sometimes appeared 
as isolated "cranks," increasingly our stories are ~ate
lined Washington, D.C. and they describe senous 
efforts undertaken by the Reagan administration to 
heighten secrecy in government and otherwise interfere 
with the free flow of information and opinion. 

Some stories have received considerable media 
attention· for instance, the rather ridiculous effort by 
the Justi~e Department to have three Canadian films 
labeled political propaganda probably did more to 
advertise those ftlms than anything their distributors 
could have accomplished independently. But other de
velopments are occurring with relatively little public 
scrutiny, and they are all the more ommous .for that 
reason. It is high time, we think, to blow the whistle. 

Listen to what Sissela Bok, author of the recent 
book Secrets: On the Ethics of Concealment and 
Revelation had to say in the New York Times of 
February l3: "Never, except in wartime, has America 
experienced such a rapid, extensive buildup of .govern
ment secrecy as in the last few years. The mcrease 
has come about through changes so disparate, often 
inconspicuous and at times so sudden as to ~lude 
adequate public debate. Together, these changes signal 
a sharp reversal of the last two decades' ~ovement 
toward greater public access to government mforma
tion." 

Testifying recently before a Congressional com
mittee, prominent First Amendm~nt atto~ney F~oyd 
Abrams called the administration's mformauon pohc1es 
"unique in recent history." Those policies, Abrams 
charged, ''are coherent, consistent an~, unli~e those ~f 
some recent administrations, not a b1t schizophreruc. 
It is almost as if information were in the nature of a 
potentially disabling, contagious disease, which must be 
feared, controlled and ultimately quarantined." On 
April 25, Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan (D-N.Y.) warned 
a group of newspaper publishers that "there is a truly 
menacing atmosphere gathering in Washington,'' and 
he chided news organizations for not adequately re
porting this and lobbying against it. 

Examples of the trend are legion. In July 1982, 
the ALA Washington Office prepared a list of twenty
six specific actions taken by the administration between 
January 1981 and June 1982 which restrict citizen access 
to information. In the year since, things have only 
accelerated. To cite but a few examples from recent 
issues of the Newsletter: 
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• On March 11, President Reagan issued a directive 
requiring all current and former government e~ployees 
with access to classified information to subllllt every 
public statement they make for the rest of their lives 
to official censors (seep. 105 and May 1983, p. 83). 

• On January 24, -the administration proposed new 
regulations which would prohibit nonprofit organiza
tions receiving federal contracts or grants from en
gaging in "political advocacy" of any kind (see May 
1983, p. 81). 

• The McCarran-Walter Act has been used lately to 
bar a wide range of individuals from this country by 
denying them visas, including the widow of the late 
Chilean president Salvador Allende (see May 1983, 
p. 83). 

• The Freedom of Information Act has been re
peatedly interpreted in restri~ive fashion. ~n .Januii!Y 
11, the Justice Department Issued new gu1delmes dis
couraging fee waivers and calling on government 
agencies to scrutinize the "qualifications" of those who 
request documents (see March 1983, p. 47). In a recent 
instance the CIA demanded a $1,520 search fee, half of ' . . it payable in advance, from a Fordham Uruvers1ty 
professor who was seeking the full te~t of a two-p~ge 
memo about counterespionage efforts m Ireland dunng 
World War II. 

Especially disturbing, perhaps, has been the close 
link between secrecy and an increasingly ideological 
concern with national security and the Soviet challenge. 
To be sure, this is not the 1950s, but librarians would 
do well to review the history of the McCarthy era and 
the Cold War (ably reviewed in our May issue by 
Claudia Perry-Holmes) in light of current develop
ments. If there is a lesson to be learned from past 
history, it is that our society has most effectively met 
external challenges and threats the more open our own 
political life has been. Genuine security is not served by 
stifling dissent and restricting information. 

It is of course, not the place of the American Library ' . . Association, nor of the Newsletter, to engage m partisan 
politics. We are hardly so naive as to think that the 
problem can be laid at the feet of a single presi~ent ?r 
political party. In every society, and most certmnly m 
our own country with its long tradition of vigorous 
political discourse, the actions of gover~ent are 
inseparable from broader, deeply-rooted soCial trends. 
Moreover more than a few of those now tossing stones 
at the pre~ident on this issue are themselves residents of 
houses built of a well-known transparent substance; we 
do not mean to suggest that previous administrations of 
both parties have not done some of the same things. 

Still the overall trend is undeniable. Increasingly, the 
Reag~ administration appears committed to policies of 
secrecy and censorship, and, insofar as this is the case, 

(Continued on next page) 
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ALA publishes new IF Manual 

A new, completely revised edition of the Intel
lectual Freedom Manual is one of two important 
books on intellectual freedom recently published 
by the American Library Association. Originally 
published in 1974, the Intellectual Freedom 
Manual was immediately recognized as an in
dispensable professional tool for librarians, 
library trustees and everyone concerned with the 
defense of free expression. The new edition com
pletely updates the first edition, which has been 
out of print for several years, and adds signifi
cant new material. 

Central to the Manual are the intellectual free
dom policies .of the association, especially the 
Library Bill of Rights and its Interpretations. 
These policies were all subject to extensive revision 
between 1980 and 1982, and the new Manual con
tains the most recent texts of each. In addition, 
the Manual recounts the history of each policy, 
including for reference the texts of previous 
versions, so that the reader may comprehend the 
evolution and rationale of each position taken in 
the intellectual freedom sphere by the association. 

Updated and expanded as well are the Manual's 
important sections on intellectual freedom and the 
law and on preparing for censorship challenges. 
Of particular interest to "front-line" librarians 
will be the significantly expanded and entirely 
rewritten pages on preparing a materials selection 
policy. In addition, the Manual includes an im
portant survey of school library censorship law in 
the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's 1982 ruling 
in the Pico (Island Trees) case, written by 
Freedom to Read Foundation President William 
D. North. 

The revised Manual also includes an entirely 
new section entitled "Working for Intellectual 
Freedom,'' which contains important background 
material and advice for "activists" in the intel
lectual freedom cause and, in particular, for 
members of state library association intellectual 
freedom committees. Supplementing material on 
preparing for censorship challenges, lobbying and 
other activities presented elsewhere in the book, 
the new chapters "get down to brass tacks," pro
viding additional practical hints for people in-

(editorial ... from preceding page) 

it is our duty, as defined by the Library Bill of Rights, 
to oppose this. At ALA's 1982 Annual Conference in 
Philadelphia, the Council passed a strongly-worded 
resolution against the "mounting threat to access to 
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volved in intellectual freedom work on such 
matters as working with the press, dealing with 
organizational concerns and even coping with the 
emotional and personal stress which is so often the 
unwanted byproduct of activism. 

The new Intellectual Freedom Manual is a 
publication of the ALA Office for Intellectual 
Freedom and was edited by office Director Judith 
F. Krug. It is available from ALA Publishing 
Services for $15.00. 

In addition to the Intellectual Freedom Manual, 
the Office for Intellectual Freedom has also re
cently published Censorship Litigation and the 
Schools, the proceedings of the Colloquium on 
School and School Library Book Censorship 
Litigation held in January 1981, under the 
sponsorship of the American Library Association, 
the Freedom to Read Foundation, the Associa
tion of American Publishers and the American 
Civil Liberties Union. The Colloquium brought 
together legal scholars, practicing attorneys, edu
cators, librarians and publishers to exchange 
experiences and ideas about the thorny legal 
questions surrounding the issue of school book 
censorship. The proceedings include both 
thoughtful and well-researched background 
papers prepared by eminent experts, and the 
edited transcripts of the provocative and scintillat
ing debate which marked the entire two-day 
colloquium. 

While Censorship Litigation and the Schools 
will be of special utility to attorneys involved in 
first Amendment cases, this is by no means a book 
just for lawyers. Librarians and others concerned 
about education will find the material not only 
readable, but thought-provoking and informative. 
Too many supporters of intellectual freedom have 
only the vaguest idea about the legal context in 
which school censorship battles are fought; many 
of us simply assume that the First Amendment 
will protect us and that's that. Censorship Liti
gation offers an important tool for both the expert 
and the layperson to probe the many complex and 
ambiguous legal, political and constitutional 
issues surrounding this highly controversial topic. 
It is available from ALA Publishing Services for 
$17.50. 

information needed for the fulfillment of the demo
cratic process.'' That resolution committed the associa
tion to alerting its members and the public "to this 
increasing danger.'' A year later, the need for that com
mitment is greater than ever. 
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Moral Majority to push 
for 'moral' books 

Charging "subtle repression" of the conservative 
point of view by booksellers and librarians, the Moral 
Majority announced April 14 that it will campaign to 
get more materials consistent with the group's philoso
phy on to public library shelves and into book stores. 
"This is not a campaign to take any book off the 
shelf of any library," said the Rev. Jerry Falwell, 
President and founder of Moral Majority, Inc. "Rather 
it is a campaign to get books containing conservative 
and traditional moral views and philosophies on the 
shelves." 

The group contends that publishers, book reviewers, 
book stores and libraries favor liberal materials over 
conservative ones. ''Conservatives have for too long 
been accused of book-burning and censorship," said 
Moral Majority Vice President of Communications Cal 
Thomas. "[But] censorship from the left is far more 
pervasive. '' 

Falwell and Thomas spoke at a press conference 
kicking off the campaign and announcing publication 
of Thomas' own book, Book Burning. The two said the 
group would encourage its state and local chapters to 
"look into the flies and flle card systems of the some 
30,000 libraries in this country and find out where the 
vacuum exists." Falwell said Moral Majority chapters 
will be supplied with a list of some 55 essential 
conservative books dealing with a variety of subjects 
which the group feels should be in every library collec
tion. The results of the survey of library collections will 
be published and, Falwell said, local libraries will be 
encouraged to acquire titles which they do not have. 
If libraries cannot afford to purchase the recommended 
titles, the Moral Majority says it will attempt to assist 
in obtaining donations. If libraries refuse to add to 
their collections, Moral Majority members might 
picket, hold press conferences or write letters to the 
editor charging censorship. 

Among the titles listed by Falwell and Thomas are 
Sweetheart of the Silent Majority, a biography of 
Phyllis Schlafly by Carol Felsenthal; The Right to Live, 
the Right to Die, by C. Everett Koop; The Legacy of 
John Lennon, by David Noebel; Evolution? The Fossils 
Say No, by Duane Gish; Gay is Not Good, by Du Mas 
Frank; Aborting America, by Dr. Bernard Nathanson; 
and Patrick Buchanan's Conservative Votes, Liberal 
Victories. Libraries don't have to have these exact 
titles, Thomas said, as long as they have books reflect
ing the same conservative viewpoint. 

Falwell and Thomas stressed that they suspect no 
conspiracy to keep conservative literature off the 
shelves. ''The people who subscribe to the Judea
Christian ethic have for too long been ... discriminated 
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against by the reviewers," Thomas said. "There is a 
presumption that people of our perspective have 
nothing of importance to say." Thomas also empha
sized that he does not condone removing books from 
libraries, calling the practice censorship. "This is a 
positive campaign,'' he stressed. ''We will not attempt 
to take any books off the shelves." Reported in: San 
Francisco Chronicle, April 15; Hagerstown Herald, 
April25; Chambersburg Public Opinion, April15. 

censorship charged in publishers' 
quarrel over Media Monopoly book 

Simon and Schuster, one of the nation's largest book 
publishers, has threatened legal action against Beacon 
Press, a small Boston-based house owned by the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, demanding that 
references to itself be deleted from a forthcoming 
Beacon book, Media Monopoly, by University of Cali
fornia journalism professor Ben H. Bagdikian. The 
publishing giant, a subsidiary of Gulf and Western 
Industries, also insisted that the manuscript be handed 
over for inspection before publication. ln response, 
Beacon officials expressed "outrage at this attempt by a 
major publisher to censor the work of another publi
sher." Bagdikian accused Simon and Schuster of 
threatening "all independent journalism and publish
ing, especially that produced by smaller organizations.'' 

Appropriately enough, at the heart of the dispute is a 
study of corporate influence on publishing. In Media 
Monopoly Bagdikian argues that major corporations 
have acquired undue control over public opinion 
through their holdings in publishing and journalism. As 
one example, Bagdikian relates a 1979 incident in
volving Simon and Schuster. According to Bagdikian, 
authors Mark Dowie, the investigative reporter who dis
closed that the Ford Motor Company had knowingly 
installed dangerous gas tanks in its Pinto cars, and 
Geoffrey Cowan, who had already been published by 
S & S, proposed a book on the history of that kind of 
corporate decision making. The proposal was greeted 
with enthusiasm by editor Nan Talese, but the editor 
had one question: Would Gulf and Western be one 
of the corporations? When told no, Talese allegedly 
said: "Fine, I don't think we'll have any problem 
getting the title past our corporate people." 

"But she was mistaken," Bagdikian's account con
tinues. "Talese reported back, sadly, that the president 
of Simon and Schuster, Richard Snyder, was vehemently 
opposed to the manuscript because, among other 
reasons, he felt it made all corporations look bad.'' 

According to Simon and Schuster, the story is simply 
false. "The issue is the systematic misstatement of 
facts," the New York publisher declared in a press 
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release, "not David, small, church-owned publisher, 
versus Goliath, large conglomerate-owned publisher. 
Simon and Schuster is attempting to correct misleading 
statements that benefit Beacon Press either fmanacially 
or ideologically.'' 

Apparently, the dispute began when Beacon released 
a press release promoting the book which incorrectly 
implied that the Dowie-Cowan manuscript had been 
rejected due to pressure exerted on the publisher by 
Gulf and Western. The book, however, makes no such 
link, and Bagdikian himself asked the company to issue 
a correction. "The point in my book" he later said, 
"is quite the opposite. It is that without any pressure it 
is natural and inevitable that important people in a 
media subsidiary will be conscious of who their owners 
are." 

Simon and Schuster was not mollified by the retrac
tion, however, and on March 24, Alexander Gigante, 
the firm's general counsel, wrote to Beacon demanding 
the deletions and the opportunity to inspect the manu
script for other references to the publisher. According 
to Beacon, Gigante threatened legal action unless the 
publisher received ''prompt satisfaction.'' 

"There are remedies for unfair damage in writing 
that can be applied after publication," said Bagdikian. 
"There is no place under the First Amendment for 
censorship or prior restraint." Moreover, the author 
added, by its demands on Beacon, Simon and Schuster 
"has demonstrated the theme of my book; namely, 
that excessive concentrations of power are, in them
selves, a threat to freedom of expression.'' Reported 
in: New York Times, April 7, 9; Publishers Weekly, 
April22. 

whose free speech, II 

"They wouldn't do this to Jeanne Kirkpatrick, would 
they?'' asked Berkeley social satirist Stoney Burke as 
he was arrested April 6 on charges of disturbing the 
peace following completion of one of his frequent noon
time performances on a University of California at 
Berkeley campus plaza. Burke, who espouses his 
generally left-of-center political philosophy through the 
medium of one-man satirical sketches, was taken into 
custody by four officers with a warrant issued following 
complaints by unnamed university personnel. Burke 
performs without benefit of amplification in heavily 
trafficked-and frequently noisy-sections of campus. 

Earlier this year, after leftist protestors interrupted 
UN Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick's campus address, 
the campus was embroiled in a storm of controversy 
over the issue of free speech (see Newsletter, May 1983, 
p. 61). At that time university administrators expressed 
concern that campus speakers favoring the political left 
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were favored over those of the right and the university 
regents resolved unanimously "to take whatever steps 
are necessary to maintain the University of California, 
Berkeley as a forum for the free, unfettered and open 
exchange of all views and ideas.'' 

According to a provision of the penal code enacted 
during the student movement of the 1960s, Burke was 
forbidden to enter the campus for 72 hours after his 
arrest. The satirist said he has been arrested several 
times by university police for disturbing the peace and 
trespassing after performances, but that all the charges 
were eventually dropped. "I have a constitutional right 
to speak and I'm going to continue doing it," Burke 
said after his release. Whether the university administra
tion and faculty will be as vocal in their defense of the 
unorthodox government critic Burke's right to speak as 
they were of government spokesperson Kirkpatrick 
seems, at the least, doubtful. Reported in: Daily Cali
fornian, April 7. 

Soviet official may speak to 
U.S. public, not press 

The Soviet Union's leading expert on U.S. affairs, 
director of the Moscow Institute of U.S. and Canadian 
Studies Georgi A. Arbatov, was permitted to speak to a 
series of lecture audiences and at luncheons during a 
recent visit to Iowa, but was apparently forbidden by 
the U.S. State Department to speak to the news media. 
The restriction became known when Arbatov declined 
to be interviewed by a United Press International 
reporter upon his arrival in Des Moines April 17 at the 
invitation of Grinnell College and the Dartmouth Con
ference, a private forum on U.S.-Soviet relations. 
A news conference scheduled by the college for April 
18 was also canceled due to the restriction. 

State Department press officer Anita Stockman said 
Arbatov was informed that "any contact with the media 
would be contrary to the purposes for which his visa 
had been issued," which were lectures and research. 
Stockman said the action was based on reciprocity, 
because "no American spokesman for U.S. positions 
has received similar access to the Soviet media for 
some time." 

According to Associate Professor Robert Grey, 
Arbatov's host at Grinnell, the Soviet expert spoke to 
an audience of over a thousand at the college and was 
scheduled to address breakfast and luncheon groups in 
Des Moines and Iowa City. Nearly all the events were 
open to the press. Grey said he found the restrictions 
"ironic and regrettable" in view of U.S. traditions of 
freedom of speech and the press. "It's also rather 
stupid when there are a whole series of public lectures,'' 
he added. Arbatov, of course, was unavailable for 
comment. Reported in: Washington Post, April20. 

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 



AAParagraphs 
On March 11, President Reagan issued a directive on 
government secrecy that requires government personnel 
with access to classified information to sign secrecy 
agreements, makes them subject to lie detector tests 
if suspected of leaking such information and requires 
that they submit all writings for government review 
both during and qfter their period of government service 
(see Newsletter, May 1983, p. 82). Immediately 
controversial, the directive has been condemned as 
excessive by many: Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Del.) termed 
it "at best a meat-ax attack on maladies in need of 
surgical precision. "Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan (D-N. Y.) 
said the directive "appears to call for mandatory, and 
most likely ineffective, censorship bureaucracy. " Sen. 
David Durenberger (R-Minn.) said it "carries the risk of 
severe abuses." A Washington Post editorial on the 
subject was entitled "Blueprint for Censorship" and 
one in the New York Times, "A New License for Cen
sors. " The American Society of Newspaper Editors 
called on the president to rescind the order "because 
it violates the First Amendment rights of free speech 
and free press and constitutes peacetime censorship of a 
scope unparalleled in this country since the adoption of 
the Bill of Rights in 1791." 

Two subcommittees of the U.S. House of Representa
tives, the Committees on Judiciary and on Civil Service, 
held hearings on the order. The Association of Ameri
can Publishers filed with those committees a statement 
of which the following is a slight abridgement. 

AAP's more than 300 members represent a substan
tial segment of the book publishing community and are 
responsible for the. publication of numerous prominent 
works concerning foreign and domestic policy, military 
and diplomatic affairs, and the workings of government 
in general. Many of these books are written by present 
and former government employees or consultants, as 
individuals who are most intimately familiar with 
those subjects and therefore have a unique and invalu
able contribution to make to the public debate on issues 
concerning those areas. AAP believes that the book 
publishing industry must, and does, play a vital role 
in the production, dissemination and preservation of 
knowledge and ideas; without such a free intellectual 
exchange, the open and full discussion of government 
affairs-which is at the very heart of the First Amend
ment's guarantees and purposes-could not take place. 

This column is contributed by the Freedom to Read Committee of the 
Association of American Publishers. The principal author of the AAP 
statement to Congress reported above was R. Bruce Rich (Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges), Counsel to the Committee. 
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AAP and its members are committed to the belief that 
the free exchange of ideas and information through 
publishing is the greatest service that the publishing 
industry renders to society, and that the public's access 
to such ideas in book form should not be restricted. 

In pursuit of these goals, AAP and its members have 
diligently followed executive, judicial and legislative 
branch developments relating to so-called secrecy agree
ments and their impact on the First Amendment rights 
of present and former government employees-both 
those who publish their works and others. Thus, AAP 
intervened in the Frank Snepp case, as it had in the 
earlier cases involving Victor Marchetti. In its position 
as a friend of the court, AAP pointed out that by vali
dating and rigorously enforcing secrecy agreements of 

. the type entered into by Marchetti and Snepp, the courts 
were sanctioning unprecedented restrictions on the First 
Amendment rights of current and former government 
employees, and were also endangering the right of the 
public to receive information about the workings of 
their government. 

Since the United States Supreme Court issued its 
decision in the Snepp case, AAP has sought to con
vince the Carter and Reagan Administrations, as well 
as the Congress, of the importance of moderating the 
potentially vast, literal sweep of the Snepp decision. 
AAP's members were heartened when the Carter Ad
ministration promulgated guidelines which, however 
imperfectly, attempted to ensure sensitive application of 
the potentially grossly punitive and chilling censorship 
authority conferred by the Snepp decision in connection 
with the enforcement of contractual agreements to sub
mit writings to the Government for pre-publication 
review. 

Although the AAP, among others, appealed to the 
Reagan Administration to exercise similar restraint by 
keeping the Carter Administration guidelines in force, 
their revocation by the present Justice Department was 
swift and-as with so many of this Administration's 
initiatives cutting back on the availablility of informa
tion about the affairs of government-wholly without 
satisfactory justification. As has now become apparent, 
the scuttling of the guidelines was a harbinger of even 
more serious censorial undertakings by this 
administration. 

In April, 1982 the Administration issued Executive 
Order 12356, which established new, more expansive 
standards for classifying information and reversed a 30-
year trend toward reducing the amount of information 
both initially classifiable and subject to continuing 
classification .. That Executive Order, among other pro·· 
visions: eliminated the requirement that officials con
sider the public interest in judging how to classify 
material or whether to release it; authorized officials 
to classify documents without basing their decision on 
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any "identifiable" potential damage to national 
security; failed to provide for automatic declassification 
even where the classified information in issue has 
already been publicly disclosed; allowed for the reclassi
fication of previously declassified information; elimi
nated the requirement that classified material be re
viewed for declassification after six years; allowed for 
the classification or reclassification of unclassified 
material after a request for it has been received under 
the Freedom of Information Act; and developed several 
new categories of classifiable information. 

On these twin foundations- the unleashing of the 
Snepp decision and the vast expansion of the scope and 
duration of government classification authority-has 
been built the Directive which is the subject of these 
hearings. Whether this Directive is viewed in isolation, 
or in conjunction with the new Executive Order on 
classification and the opportunities for censorship con
doned by the Supreme Court in Snepp, there can be 
no doubt but that the Directive is intended to be-and 
will operate as-a prior restraint on publication of 
enormous magnitude. The abhorrent nature of the 
directive is not mitigated in the slightest by the fact 
that its enforcement takes the form of severe and con
fiscatory civil, as opposed to criminal, penalties. 

The scheme of prior restraint contemplated by the 
Directive is vast. The minimum procedures mandated 
by the Directive provide that all government employees 
with access to Sensitive Compartmented Information 
(SCI) must sign an agreement which includes a pro
vision for the pre-publication review of their writings. 
While what is meant to be reviewed under this pre
publication requirement is not spelled out in the Direc
tive, as interpreted by the agency with the greatest 
familiarity with such procedures, the CIA, writings 
include not merely non-fictional works with respect to 
the subject of the author's government employment, 

(Continued on page 118) 

Soviets won't screen TV tapes 

The State Department has informed U.S. television 
network executives that, in contrast to earlier reports, 

· the Soviet Union will not demand an opportunity to 
screen videotaped and filmed newsreels entering and 
leaving the USSR. A department spokesperson de
scribed the earlier reports, which said the Soviet Union 
had invoked a new screening policy, as "a misunder
standing." The confusion apparently began when CBS 
correspondents in Moscow were led to believe that their 
videotape would have to be inspected by customs 
agents at Moscow's Sheremetyevo Airport before it 
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could be flown to Paris (see Newsletter, May 1983, p. 
70). The State Department said it had received assur
ances from the Soviet Foreign Ministry that there would 
be no change in previous policy permitting the un
censored entry and exit of videotape and newsreel 
material. Reported in: Wall Street Journal, April4. 

bishops urge obscenity crackdown 

Nearly a hundred Roman Catholic bishops have 
written to President Reagan to ask that a federal co
ordinator be named to monitor enforcement of obsceni
ty laws, according to officials of Morality in Media, 
an interfaith organization opposed to pornography. 
More than a dozen Eastern Orthodox bishops also 
wrote the president, the organization said. 

Members of Morality in Media and several con
servative religious and political groups met with Reagan 
March 28 to seek stricter enforcement of obscenity 
laws. According to the Rev. Morton Hill, who heads 
Morality in Media, laws upheld by the Supreme Court 
enable the Customs Service, Postal Service and Justice 
Department to take action against those who broadcast 
pornography, import obscene materials or transport 
those materials across state lines, but enforcement pro
cedures have "completely broken down.'' 

Rev. Hill called the many letters from U.S. bishops 
"almost a miracle" because in the past the Catholic 
prelates did not pay much attention to the issue. "The 
average bishop or priest doesn't realize how serious the 
problem is," Hill, a Jesuit, said. John Cardinal Krol, 
Archibishop of Philadelphia, participated in the March 
28 meeting, Hill said, and afterward urged his fellow 
bishops to write the president. 

Among the Catholic bishops writing President 
Regan to call for a federal obscenity law coordinator 
were Terence Cardinal Cooke of New York; Timothy 
Cardinal Manning of Los Angeles; Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin of Chicago; Archbishop James A Hickey of 
Washington; Archbishop John F. Whealon of Hart
ford; Bishop James V. Casey of Denver; Bishop Gerald 
O'Keefe of Davenport, Iowa; Bishop Michael J. Dudick 
of the Byzantine Diocese of Passaic, N.J.; Bishop 
Ernest C. Unterkoefler of Charleston, S.C.; Bishop 
Walter Sullivan of Richmond; and Bishop James D. 
Niedergeses of Nashville. 

The Orthodox prelates who wrote were Archbishop 
Iakavos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America, and the bishops of Atlanta, 
Detroit, Toronto, Boston, San Francisco and Pitts
burgh. Bishops of the Rumanian, Antiochan, Serbian, 
Ukrainian, Albanian, Bulgarian and Russian Orthodox 
Churches also sent letters, according to Morality in 
Media. Reported in: New York Times, May 25 
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censorship dateline 

libraries 

Miami, Florida 
Metro-Dade County Commissioner Barry Schreiber 

has suggested that Mother Goose be banned. Schreiber 
objected to the following anti-Semitic passage in a 
1975 Viking Press edition of the popular nursery rhyme 
collection: "Jack sold his gold egg/To a rogue of a 
Jew/Who cheated him out of/Half of his due." The 
commissioner wants the offending volume removed 
from the shelves of the Miami-Dade Public Library. 
"Although none of us believe in censorship," he wrote 
in a memorandum to County Manager Merrett Stier
heim, "volumes that strike a negative jab at any 
ethnic group [should] be removed from further 
circulation." 

Anne Boegen, coordinator of the library's children 
and young adult division, said the Viking edition was 
selected because it was illustrated by the late Arthur 
Rackham, a well-known artist who illustrated Alice 
in Wonderland and other children's books in the late 
1800s and early 1900s. "It's on the strength o.f his 
illustrations that we have this particular edition," she 
said. "It's of historical interest." 

Juanita Johnson, Chair of the Public Library Ad
visory Board, said she was concerned by the anti-Semitic 
reference, but opposed the book's removal. "I'm sure 
there are other books that are offensive to me,'' she 
said. "But if everyone went to the library and started 
finding something offensive to them, then where would 
we be?'' Reported in: New York Daily News, May 26. 

New York, N.Y. 
In the wake of an article in the often-sensationalist 

New York Post, some eighteen library books about 
homosexuality and lesbianism have been locked away in 
a closet in Manhattan's Brandeis High School, pending 
a Board of Education investigation. The board, the 
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Post reported, is setting up a panel to investigate stan
dards for all books in public school libraries. 

The controversy surfaced after a February story in the 
Post reported a "campaign to have books on homo
sexuality put on the shelves of Brandeis High School." 
Carol Bloom, dean of girls at the school and an avowed 
lesbian, had written in the February issue of the Gay 
Teachers Association Newsletter that she had arranged 
for purchase of the gay materials by taking up a collec
tion among faculty, and she encouraged other gay 
teachers to "engage in appropriate acts of subversion 
in their own schools." School librarian Irving Morris 
rejected some of the books, saying they were too similar 
to sex manuals for library use, but accepted eighteen 
copies of thirteen different titles. 

Although Bloom later said her article had been 
written "tongue in cheek," school principal Murray 
Cohn ordered all the donated materials removed. 
According to the Post, Cohn met with Manhattan high 
schools superintendent Louise Latty and officials from 
the board's curriculum division to discuss the books. 
"We decided that new guidelines were needed for all 
books which go on school library shelves-not just 
books on homosexuality," he said. "A committee is 
being set up to try to come up with some citywide 
criteria." Reported in: New York Post, April25. 

Fairfax County, Virginia 
Fairfax County officials are looking into ways to 

restrict the availability of R-rated video cassette films 
available from the Fairfax County Library, after 
learning the material is freely available to borrowers 
below 18-years old. The issue surfaced at the April 
11 meeting of the County Board of Supervisors when 
Vice-Chair Martha Pennino said she had learned X
rated fllms were available to juvenile borrowers. Later 
that evening, at a public hearing on the county budget, 
E. M. Stever, president of the Fairfax County Tax
payer's Alliance, brought the R-rated film, Student 
Bodies, which he said had been checked out of a local 
branch. 

Library Director Edwin Clay III confirmed that such 
R-rated fllms are available without restriction, but said 
no X-rated movies are on library shelves and "never 
will be." Clay said the cassettes may be ordered through 
catalogues in the branch libraries or picked up directly 
at the library administration building. He said the 
cassette lending program is "tremendously popular" 
and that no complaints had been received about it. He 
said perhaps as many as ten percent of the cassettes are 
R-rated. 

Supervisors Marie Travesky and Sandra Duckworth 
expressed concern about the current policy. "I can't 
believe they would let a child take out an R-rated movie 
without asking any questions,'' Travesky said. Travesky 
and Pennino said that while the county should not get 
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into censorship, guidelines for the films should be 
established by the library board. Travesky and Duck
worth suggested a policy in line with that of the Motion 
Picture Association of America, which requires a 17-
year-old to be with a parent or guardian to view an 
R-rated film. Clay responded that every complaint 
would be taken seriously by the library and that he 
had noted the concern expressed by the supervisors. 
Reported in: Washington Times, April13. 

Lexington, Virginia 
The National Security Agency, the nation's largest 

and most secretive intelligence organization, has 
directed a private library to halt public access to per
sonal letters mentioned in a book critical of the agency. 
In a visit to the George C. Marshall Research Library, 
located on the campus of the Virginia Military Institute 
in Lexington, in early April, two representatives of the 
security agency also put a "secret" rubber stamp on 
some letters which were written by a former agency 
official but were never government property. Library 
officials said the security agency instructed them to 
place the letters, including many without the secrecy 
stamp, in a vault the library uses to house secret data. 

Many of the letters were cited by the author James 
Bamford in his book The Puzzle Palace, a highly 
critical report on the NSA and its power published last 
year. While they were at the Marshall library, NSA 
officials told the library that the visit was part of a 
systematic effort to track down and, if necessary, re
move from public circulation research materials used 
in Bamford's book. Bamford said the actions would 
"have a very chilling effect on any historical researcher." 

The letters removed from open library shelves were 
written from 1942 to 1969 by William F. Friedman, 
a pioneer in cryptological [code-breaking] work in the 
United States. According to library officials they dealt 
primarily with personal matters. Mr. Friedman died in 
1969 and donated his papers to the library. 

After the NSA visit, a reporter who asked to see 
several of the Friedman letters mentioned in Bamford's 
book was given the relevant files. The specific letters, 
however, were missing. In their place were notices that 
the materials had been withdrawn for security reasons. 
In some instances, entire folders had been removed. 

Library officials said they had no choice but to re
move the materials from circulation. "If something is 
classified, it's classified," one said. Other documents 
removed from the Friedman collection, however, were 
marked by notices that made no mention of any security 
agency action. Library officials said these papers were 
not classified or otherwise officially designated as sensi
tive. "They simply informed us that the papers were 
sensitive and told us to put them in the vault," an 
official said. 

108 

Scholars and civil liberties lawyers denounced the 
agency's action as, in the words of one, "a new form 
of censorship." Mark H. Lynch, an attorney for the 
ACLU, said, "When the government starts barring the 
public from seeing unclassified documents in private 
libraries, it's an extraordinary form of censorship." 

Historians and lawyers said they had never before 
heard of a case in which open research materials 
mentioned in a published book were later classified 
secret or removed from circulation. "The removal 
doesn't make any sense from the standpoint of reason, 
let alone scholarship," said Samuel Gammon, executive 
director of the American Historical Association. 

Critics of the action also questioned the NSA's 
authority to declare secret or otherwise influence the 
status of documents that were never the property of the 
government. An executive order on national security 
signed by President Reagan last year limited the defini
tion of information subject to designation as secret to 
material "that is owned by, produced by or for, or is 
under the control of the United States Government." 

Lieut. Gen. Lincoln D. Faurer, director of the NSA, 
defended the removal, calling it a "routine" part of the 
agency's "responsibility to advise and assist in the pro
tection of NSA-related national security information" 
contained in library collections. "Just because informa
tion has been published doesn't mean it should no 
longer be classified," he said. Reported in: New York 
Times, April28. 

schools 

Scottsboro, Alabama 
A petition protesting profanity in John Steinbeck's 

Of Mice and Men persuaded a Jackson County high 
school principal to interrupt a class study of the novel 
and to ban it. Wade Gentle, principal of Scottsboro's 
Skyline High School, said parental objection to the 
book had never been so extensive. He said the petition 
contained more than seven hundred signatures, including 
parents of many of the school's seven hundred students. 
The novel had previously been required reading in an 
English class. 

"The book has been used in the school four years 
but we're here to serve the community and if they 
don't want it ... I've already decided to take it out of 
the curriculum," Gentle said. County School Superin
tendent Willard Townson said the protest might also re
sult in policy changes at other schools in northeast 
Alabama. It was unclear whether the book would be 
permitted to remain in the school library. Reported in: 
Washington Post, May 12. 
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Lakewood, Colorado 
Five social studies teachers and five English instruc

tors at Bear Creek High School are fighting a decision 
prohibiting the showing of the 1979 movie, The Seduc
tion of Joe Tynan, which stars Alan Aida as a U.S. 
Senator besieged by personal and political pressures in 
Washington, to ninth-grade social studies students. The 
film was banned from the school by area Superinten
dent Gerald Difford after a Mormon couple filed a 
written complaint last fall. The parents had been asked 
to give written permission for their son to view the 
movie in class. They said it contained objectionable 
language and depicted the morality of politics in too 
negative a light. 

The teachers have filed a grievance against the 
decision through their union, the Jefferson County 
Education Association, and have threatened court 
action. Difford's decision was upheld after a district 
review committee agreed that the movie was not appro
priate for the maturity level of the students and that 
the teachers could have obtained the same results by 
using district-approved materials. Reported in: Rocky 
Mountain News, March 31; Denver Post, April1. 

Arlington, Virginia 
Calling the music an objectionable memento of the 

Nazi era, a group of about a dozen Arlington parents 
called on the county School Board to ban the playing 
of Haydn's "The Emperor's Hymn"-once called 
''Deutschland Uber Alles'' -by the All-County Elemen
tary Orchestra at an April 27 music festival. But, 
two days before the scheduled performance, there was 
no indication that the board would comply with the 
request. 

"There are parents who are offended at this," said 
Joan Mulholland, mother of five children in the county 
schools. "I know that it was written many years ago, 
but it is a sensitive situation in this day and time .... In 
view of the current Holocaust commemoration, it's just 
a very poor choice." 

The piece, one of ten selections on a program 
featuring music from around the world, was the national 
anthem of Germany under Hitler. Today, the music, 
composed by Franz Josef Haydn and retitled ''Deutsch
land Lied," is the national anthem of West Germany, 
though its current lyrics are different from those sung 
by the Nazis. Larry V. Bohnert, the school system's 
fme arts director, said the song was included because 
of its beautiful melody. He said it had been played 
previously at school concerts. 

"I would not support performances that are delib
erately offensive to any group, and yet by the same 
token [we] have to struggle with the censorship issue," 
said School Superintendent Charles E. Nunley, who 
said he had received only a few complaints about the 
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selection. "Whether we support or dislike what [the 
Nazis] stood for doesn't take away from the piece of 
music our children are going to be playing," School 
Board Vice-Chair Simone Pace told parents at a meeting. 
But Board Chair Evelyn Reid Sylphax said she felt the 
matter should be further considered. "I certinly would 
feel badly if they got up and sang 'Ole Black Joe,"' said 
Sylphax, who is black. Reported in: Washington Post, 
April26. 

Fairfax County Virginia 
Gentle Hands, by M.E. Kerr, the story of a 16-year

old boy who experiments with alcohol and marijuana, 
is on the supplemental reading list for a seventh-grade 
Lake Braddock Secondary School English class. Some 
angry parents said it shouldn't be. They charged that 
the book glamorizes drug abuse and makes drugs 
"tempting" to teenagers. They also criticized it for 
discussing methods of concealing drug and alcohol use 
from parents. 

"This book is telling kids that life is good when 
you're under the influence of pot," said Carlie Rogers, 
one of the protesting parents. "The principal sees 
nothing wrong with that,'' she added. · 

Dr. John Alwood, the school principal, disagrees. 
He admits the book portrays drug use, "but it doesn't 
condone it. In fact, it takes the other side. It says you 
pay for submitting to peer pressure in the long run. It's 
not a controversial book, I don't think." 

Yet to some it is controversial. "They didn't have to 
go into detail about how to smoke and how to con
ceal smoking from parents," said one mother. "No
where in the book does it say that pot is illegal. That's 
what we object to.'' According to Alwood, the complaint 
will go before a committee composed of a school 
administrator, parents and teachers. The principal said 
he did not expect the matter to pass beyond the 
committee level. Reported in: Washington Times, 
May20. 

Olympia, Washington 
The elimination of a textbook from a required 

reading list at North Thurston High School is not 
irreversible. That was the unanimous decision of the 
North Thurston School Board April 18 when board 
members voted to reconsider a decision they made 
March 21 to remove a literature anthology, Point of 
Departure, edited by Robert S. Gold, from the required 
reading list of a high school language arts class. 

The book, a collection of short stories about the 
value judgments teenagers face, had been used in the 
district without complaint for a decade. But in March, 
parent Pam Schuricht demanded its removal from the 
curriculum because of alleged strong language and 
allusions to sexual conduct. "I felt that the book per-
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haps would be better in a different type of class," 
· Schuricht said. "Wherever kids go there are pictures of 
sexuality, and you can't keep profane language away 
from kids, but by George, they don't have to be sub
jected to it in class." 

The book was reviewed by the district's Instructional 
Materials Committee, which voted unanimously to keep 
the book on the list. After heated debate, however, 
the board overruled the committee decision on a 3-2 
vote. That prompted 230 teachers to sign a petition 
requesting reconsideration, and on April 18, some 75 
people crowded into the board room to hear discussion 
of the motion. 

"I can't think of any other decision that this board 
has made in the past ten or twelve years that has caused 
me more conern," said parent Gordon Schultz. "I 
don't think the book got a fair chance under the circum
stances." Board member John Howard, who initially 
voted to remove the volume, made the motion to reopen 
the issue. He was joined by Ray Alverson and Thelma 
Jackson, who had also opposed the book. "It is a far 
greater sin to make an error and try to bury it than it 
is to rectify it if you made a mistake," said Alverson. 
The board tentatively scheduled a public hearing on the 
matter for June 6. Reported in: The Olympian, March 
23, Aprill9. 

colleges and universities 

Berkeley, California 
"Stop! Rape," a sculpture by student Victor Coppola 

intended to increase awareness of the rape problem on 
campus, has become the subject of controversy since its 
temporary display on a stairwell in the University of 
California's Sproul Hall, with opponents of the statue 
charging that it serves only to perpetuate the image of 
women as victims. Coppola designed the sculpture for 
an art class on "site specific sculpture." Along with the 
statute, which depicts a woman positioned on her back 
attempting to fight off an attacker, Coppola included a 
space for observers to leave their comments. In addi
tion, the artist distributed a map marking the sites where 
twelve actual or attempted rapes occurred in the previous 
five years. He also placed signs about the sculpture at 
these sites and posted "warning notices" in the hallways 
of Sproul Hall. 

To some, however, the artist's intent was still not 
clear. Within days of its assembly a petition requesting 
removal of the exhibit was posted, which called the 
work "an insult [which] endangers women ... This 
is not anti-rape, but one man's rape fantasy." The next 
day the sculpture was vandalized. Reported in: Daily 
Californian, May 27. 
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Chicago, Illinois 
An art exhibit that protestors contend is "anti

Catholic" has stirred up a storm of controversy on the 
University of Illinois at Chicago campus. The forty 
paintings by artist Douglas Van Dyke depicted such 
scenes as priests beheading men, a bishop crushing 
people underfoot, a nun thumbing her nose at a man 
being burned alive, and a priest near a door marked 
"Inquisition." They were displayed in late April and 
early May in the Student Union gallery. 

According to the Rev. William Cloutier of the John 
Paul II Catholic Student Center, the exhibit was 
"hostile, blasphemous, obscene and anti-Catholic." 
Cloutier led a group of 35 people to the gallery for a 
protest prayer session and sent letters to state legislators 
protesting alleged use of public funds for the exhibit. 
The weekly Chicago Catholic newspaper also carried a 
lengthy article about the protests. 

University officials, however, refused to remove the 
art works. James Overlock, director of campus aux
iliary services, said the university is "a place for a 
variety of ideas. We have to defend the right of people 
to express their opinion. If we cannot show this, we are 
not a university.'' 

But Cloutier's view differed. "No amount of double
talk about freedom of expression and artistic style is 
going to excuse them from the responsibility of sponsor
ship of such a flagrantly insulting and offensive exhib
it,'' he said. Reported in: Chicago Sun-Times, May 7. 

Waco, Texas 
Baylor University has censored an interpretive 

reading of a short story, The Moon in Its Flight, by 
Gilbert Sorrentino, and taken strong action against the 
interpretive theater program which organized the 
reading and the professor who directed it. 

The interpretive reading was presented at a North 
Texas State University festival in Denton in late February. 
Some in the audience didn't like some of the language 
in it and called Baylor president, Dr. Herbert Reynolds, 
to complain. Reynolds agreed with the criticism. "There 
is nothing about the production The Moon in Its Flight 
which elevates the human spirit or enlightens the human 
mind," he said. "It is just another example of the 
increasing secularization of all aspects of human life." 

Dr. James Netherton, vice president of executive 
affairs, branded the reading "profane, vulgar, de
meaning, degrading of the human spirit" and "in
appropriate for presentation at any public university I 
have ever worked for. It's in direct contradiction to the 
Christian values Baylor stands for and our attempt to 
promote things that elevate the human spirit and 
mind." 

In addition to canceling three remaining perform- " 
ances of the reading, Reynolds reprimanded Dr. James 
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Pearse, the Associate Professor of Communications 
who directed the production, and withdrew funding 
from two scheduled trips to festivals for the interpretive 
theater group. Pearse, who taught at Baylor for two 
years, also received a letter from the administration 
informing him that his next contract will be "terminal." 

"I feel flred," said Pearse. "The beef was that the 
story considered some elements of teen-agers groping 
around for love and expressing their love in some physi
cal ways that Baylor didn't find to be appropriate." 
Pearse said he believes that the administration was 
pressured by those he called ''the inerrancy bunch, 
fundamentalists," who "would like to take us all back 
to about 1910." He said Baylor and the Communica
tions Department were the real losers in the affair 
because of censorship, "attempts to fence off and put 
boundaries around what people can think and what they 
can come in contact with. That, of course, is very 
dangerous." Reported in: Dallas News, Aprill. 

Pullman, Washington 
Ruth Beebe Hill, author of the best-selling novel 

Hanto Yo, was disinvited from a symposium on litera
ture at Washington State University apparently because 
of the controversy surrounding her novel about a band 
of Sioux Indians. Hill was originally scheduled to make 
a presentation at the symposium sponsored by the de
partments of English and foreign languages and litera
tures April16, but her involvement was reduced to two 
informal discussions after the controversy surrounding 
the book was brought to the attention of symposium 
sponsors. 

In light of the controversy, her participation ·"wasn't 
quite appropriate," said John Elwood, chair of the 
English Department. Elwood said it was not the contro
versy itself that prompted the decision, but the questions 
raised about the nature of Hanto Yo and its place in 
modern literature. "A lot of people might assume we 
collapsed in the face of pressure from Native Ameri
cans, but that's not the case," he said. 

Others, however, saw the disinvitation as a ''dangerous 
precedent." "If all the things they say about the book 
are true, then it would become obvious during a sympo
sium," said Elwood Hartman, an associate professor 
and a member of the committee which organized the 
symposium. 

Although Hill claims the book is the product of 
nearly thirty years of research, Sioux Indians and 
scholars of Native American history dispute the accuracy 
of its portrayal of life among the Lakota Sioux and 
charge that it is insulting and demeaning to Native 
Americans. The controversy around the book, flrst 
published in 1979, has recently resurfaced because of 
plans by ABC to present it as a television mini-series. 
The Black Hills Claims and Treaties Council in 1980 
passed a unanimous resolution condemning the book 
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and denying participation of the council in preparing 
the mini-series. 

''The book is not authentic and the errors in it are 
significant and important to the Lakota people,'' said 
Liz Cook, a Sioux herself and Professor of English 
at Eastern Washington University, who presented a 
public critique of the book at a forum sponsored by the 
Native American studies program. The forum had been 
scheduled before Hill was disinvited and in response to 
her appearance. "If she had said 'This is an adventure 
about Indians, it's fantasy, it's my imagination,' it 
might not have gotten the flak it has, but she refuses 
to do that," Cook said. 

In reponse to the controversy, the faculty of the 
Washington State University Libraries issued a state
ment reaffirming the library's commitment to the 
principles of the Library Bill of Rights, expressing 
"regret that they have been violated on our campus." 
A representative of the ACLU also contacted Professor 
Elwood to express the organization's concern. Reported 
in: The (Washington State University) Evergreen, 
April14. 

student press 

Champaign-Urbana, Dlinois 
Two top editors and thirteen other staff members of 

the Daily 11/ini, student newspaper at the University of 
Illinois, resigned March 25 rather than sign a pledge 
which they considered an infringement on freedom of 
the press. Jean Franczyk, editor in chief, and Donna 
St. George, managing editor, submitted their resigna
tions to the paper's board of directors. 

At issue is the board's new policy requiring students 
working on the paper to take at least twelve credit hours 
of classes and maintain a 3.0 grade-point average. 
Board president Gene Gilmore said the rule is aimed at 
students who treat the paper "as sort of a clubhouse ... 
hanging around for six or seven years" while getting 
very poor grades. But many students felt the board 
action would dictate who may work at the paper, thus 
limiting its freedom. 

The flfteen resignations represented about half the 
paper's managerial staff, Franczyk said. Among those 
resigning were the campus editor, editorial page editor, 
assistant news and assistant features editors, the maga
zine editor and magazine photo editor and two re
porters. All but one are seniors. Reported in: Chicago 
Sun- Times, March 25. 

Bethesda, Maryland 
Two eighth-grade students returned to Westland 

Intermediate School May 11 after a 19-day suspension 
for publishing and circulating a magazine their principal 
said was libelous and obscene. Jesse Oppenheimer and 
Peter Weinberg, both 13, were ordered back to school 
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on the condition that they each submit written apologies 
and engage in study of libel and obscenity laws and 
other legal and ethical restraints on press freedom. The 
students had originally been suspended indefinitely and 
ordered transferred by Westland Principal H. Benjamin 
Marlin, a punishment which their parents had criticized 

. as excessive. 
Marlin was the target of a number of graphic references 

in the underground magazine called The Radical 
Establishment, which the students had produced on a 
photocopy machine at the public library and sold to 
about twelve to fifteen others. "We are a radical new 
magazine determined to overpower the conservative 
stronghold that dominates the educational institution," 
the students wrote. "This magazine indulges itself in 
mockery of the screwed-up educational-system.'' 

The crude publication's seven articles included a 
fantasy story about time travel, a lampoon of 0. 
Henry and a tongue-in-cheek exhortation to students to 
defy school rules and "wreak some radical havoc." In 
two other pieces, the boys took cruel and graphic shots 
at Marlin and at the imagined sexual preferences and 
practices of a teacher, whom they also named. After 
a teacher brought the magazine to him, Marlin called 
the two to his office, questioned them, summoned 
police, and then tracked down all but one of the copies 
sold. After the boys were taken home, Marlin called a 
special school assembly and informed students what 
happened. He also allegedly tore up a copy of the publi
cation to demonstrate his displeasure. 

Neither family challenged the school's action on 
First Amendment grounds, but the parents objected 
that Marlin's tough actions were out of proportion to 
the real offense and counterproductive. Reported in: 
Baltimore Sun, May 5, 8, 12. 

Omaha, Nebraska 
What began as a story about some high school 

students caught drinking beer led to charges of censor
ship by some staff members of the Millard North High 
School student newspaper, The Hoofbeat. The student 
journalists say Vice Principal Scott Koch prohibited 
publication of a story about several Millard North 
cheerleaders, who were suspended after they were 
caught drinking during a school outing in February. 

"What we're upset about is being censored," said 
Connie Houck, editor of the paper. "That's how we 
look at it. We were told that as a school newspaper 
we should concentrate on the good things." Koch, 
however, said the planned story would have ''infringed 
on the rights of the students and parents involved. I 
guarantee you that the situation has been taken care of, 
and it didn't border on censorship." School officials 
explained that disciplinary decisions were confidential. 

According to Houck, a reporter talked to several of 
the students involved in the drinking incident at a state 
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wrestling tournament who spoke freely about the affair. 
She said the students later changed their minds, a switch 
she attributed to pressure from school administrators. 
"We just thought that something had to be said," 
Houck commented. "I guess we'll let it drop now. We 
don't really have any other choice. But we're still 
upset." Reported in: Omaha World-Herald, March 15. 

bookstores 

Pierre, South Dakota 
South Dakota Governor William J. J anklow said 

April 29 that he was trying to call all bookstore owners 
in South Dakota to ask them to remove In the Spirit of 
Crazy Horse, by Peter Matthiessen, from their stores 
because he believes it libels him. The book, which is 
about Leonard Peltier, imprisoned leader of the Ameri
can Indian Movement, contains several passages critical 
of Janklow when he was an attorney on the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation. "Nobody has the right to print lies 
that injure me or my family,'' J anklow said. 

Janklow said he was acting as a private citizen, but 
three Rapid City booksellers-B. Dalton, Waldenbooks 
and Prince and Pauper-said the governor called them 
April28 from his office. In at least one case, Janklow's 
secretary placed the call. All three stores denied the 
removal request, although the governor said "several" 
stores had agreed to stop selling the book. 

On May 20, legal papers were served on three South 
Dakota book vendors, naming them in a $20 million 
libel suit Janklow plans to ftle. Named in the suit were 
Donna Dyer, sole owner and operator of Golden 
Mountain Books in Hot Springs; Janet Halligan, 
manager of Cover to Cover Books in Sioux Falls, a 
subsidiary of Dakota News, a book wholesaler; and 
Bonnie Rettherath, manager of B. Dalton in Rapid 
City. Janklow's proposed suit charges that the book
sellers refused to stop selling In the Spirit of Crazy 
Horse even though they acknowledged that it contains 
untrue, libelous accusations. Also named in the suit 
were Matthiessen and Viking Press, the book's 
publisher. In February, Janklow ftled a $10 million suit 
against Newsweek, contending that a story in the 
magazine had defamed him. 

All three defendants in the case said they would 
continue to sell the Matthiessen book. "I'm not worthy 
of being a censor," said Wayland Mitchell, owner of 
Dakota News. "I guess I believe the freedom to read is 
essential to our democracy.'' 

Dyer said a lawyer had informed her it would cost 
$50,000 to defend her small store against the action. 
"It is pretty scary. It's almost to the point of being 
ridiculous," she said. Dyer was especially surprised 
because she had been active in Janklow's re-election 
campaign. ''I'm a Republican. I can't imagine he would 
do this to me." 
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According to South Dakota book dealers, Janklow's 
efforts have served to stimulate sales. "Since all the 
publicity, the book really started selling," reported 
Mitchell. Waldenbooks confirmed that sales at all five 
of its South Dakota outlets rose after disclosure of the 
governor's removal drive. Reported in: Sioux City 
Journal, April 30; New York Times, May 1; Billings 
Gazette, May 5; Sioux Falls Argus Leader, May 24. 

broadcasting 

Dodge City Kansas 
Several groups, including the National Black Media 

Coalition, are challenging the license of a Dodge City 
radio station that airs tapes by two "reverends" who 
routinely urge listeners to kill Jews and who disparage 
blacks and other minorities. In a petition flied with the 
Federal Communications Commission in early May, the 
media coalition challenged renewal of station 
KITL-FM's license, charging its broadcasts inspire 
violence and abuse the audience. , 

According to station owner Nellie Babb, KITL 
broadcasts two programs that run about 45 minutes 
each by the Rev. William P. Gale of the "National 
Identity Broadcast" and by the Rev. James P. Wick
strom, a leader of the Posse Comitatus, a vigilante 
group. "If the Jews even fool around with us, or try 
to harm us in any way, every rabbi in LA. will die within 
twenty-four hours," read the transcript of one of Gale's 
shows. In another program Gale said: "And yet what 
do these judges and all of these officials of government, 
politicians tell you you have to do? Turn over your 
inheritance to the blacks and the Asiatics, and you must 
allow all the scum of the earth to come into your land 
by destruction of your immigration laws, and see which 
pOliticians are behind all that, see who is fmancing it. 
What is all this nonsense that the blacks are being 
deprived ... These blacks haven't the capacity to rule 
and administer in your government." 

"We ascertain the needs of the community and do 
something about it," said Babb, who said she subscribes 
to the beliefs of both men. She said she and her husband 
have been persecuted for their political beliefs. ''It's 
very well-documented that the Jews were the ones that 
crucified Christ," she said. "It wasn't the Roman 
soldiers." 

Some citizens in Dodge City, where the population of 
about 18,000 is less than one percent Jewish, one per
cent black and six percent Hispanic, also allege that 
the station, one of five in the community, has failed 
to provide "service to the community," broadcasting 
stale weather reports and failing to allow advertising. 
The petition flied by the media coalition said that 
several community members were reluctant to come 
forward with complaints due to fears of violent reprisal. 
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"The fact we never do anything for the community is 
ridiculous," said Babb. "We have a call-in program 
three times a day. We also give five minutes free air time 
to anyone." Babb said that two people had used the 
free-time to rebut Gale and Wickstrom. 

"How do you rebut a statement that says all Jews 
should be exterminated?" said David Honig, the media 
coalition's researcher. "Implicit in the rebuttal rule is 
the idea that reply time will remedy the injury." Hiawatha 
Bland, the only black commissioner in Dodge City and 
a former mayor, is one of the leaders in a group that 
wants to purchase the station's license. "One night 

I heard this guy . . . talking about how Catholics 
worship bathtubs and how we should kill all the Jews 
and send the blacks back to Mambo-Mambo land," 
she said. "I couldn't believe it." 

According to Dan Brenner, legal assistant to FCC 
Chair Mark Fowler, the next step in the license renewal 
is a hearing and review. He said the renewal will probably 
hinge not on whether the statements are off~nsive, but 
on whether Babb has complied with FCC rules and 
regulations. Reported in: Washington Post, May 7. 

theater 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
About forty people conducted a protest march out

side the At the Foot of the Mountain Theater Company 
April 1 because, they charged, the drama being pre
sented, Haunted By The Holy Ghost, by Jan Magrane, 
was blasphemous and anti-Catholic. James Abler, 
president of the Minnesota chapter of the Catholic 
League for Religious and Civil Rights, said letters of 
protest could be sent to corporations and other groups 
that support the company. He said the league did not 
intend to stop the play or close the theater, but 
sought only to stop public fmancing of what he said is 
an anti-Catholic group. 

Abler and Bill Harnist, another protester, who said 
they had seen the play, criticized scenes that portrayed 
God as a human being, scenes in which the Blessed 
Virgin was attacked and in which nuns were allegedly 
portrayed as crotchety, unrealistic and uncaring. 
Magrane, however, said after chatting with the pickets 
that she holds "anyone who practices a religion in the 
deepest respect. I am not trying to ridicule them." 

"This is a question of artistic freedom," said John 
Firman, an administrator for the Minnesota State Arts 
Board, which gives the theater $9,000 to $10,000 
annually. "My personal point of view is that arts 
groups are supposed to question religious, political and 
social issues. That's their purpose." Reported in: 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune, April3. 
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Corpus Christi, Texas 
When it played on Broadway, Equus won a Tony 

Award, but Corpus Christi vice squad agents passed a 
more critical judgment on the play in April. After one 
look at the play's 45-second nude scene at the Encore 
Theater Company, they lifted the license that permits 
the theater to serve beer and wine at intermission. The 
vice squad didn't find the production obscene, but 
Texas law says you can't serve alcohol where there is 
nude entertainment. Reported in: Baltimore News
American, April18. 

book and record burnings 

Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts 
A book burning on Martha's Vineyard? Sounds 

·incredible, but it happended. At precisely 5:09 p.m. on 
Palm Sunday, March 27, the Rev. Kurt Sten Birkeland 
lit a match to dozens of books, theii backs broken, 
covers stapled together and pages loose to nourish the 
lapping flames; record albums; sheet music; tape 
recordings and assorted music and drug paraphernalia 
assembled in a huge pile outside the Assembly of God 
Church in Vineyard Haven. The event attracted just 
thirty observers, evenly divided between supporters of 
the Rev. Birkeland and critics of the ritual burning, 
but the heat of its flames was felt throughout the quiet 
resort and artist's colony. "I am very jealous about the 
reputation of our beloved island. And I can just see the 
Boston Globe and the New York Times picking this up 
and pointing to what a benighted and bigoted area of 
the country we've turned out to be,'' worried the 
Rev. Kenneth J. Smith of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church. 

"I didn't tell my people what was offensive," Rev. 
Birkeland countered. "They are free to rid themselves 
of anything they want." Among the materials destroyed 
were record albums by Paul Simon, Bob Dylan, James 
Taylor, John Denver, the Rolling Stones, Barry Manilow, 
and scores of others, as well as such books as The Spiral 
Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Great 
Goddess; Halloween: Season of the Witch; Illusions; 
The Advenutes of a Reluctant Messiah, by Richard 
Bach; Mysticism: Sacred and Profane, by R.C. Zaehner; 
Crib, by Harold Lee Friedman; and Robert Bloch's 
Psycho, which inspired the classic Hitchcock film. The 
church's protest was directed specifically, Rev. Birke
land explained, against materials dealing with the 
occult, witchcraft and astrology. Reported in: Vineyard 
Gazette, Aprill. 

Dearborn Heights, Michigan 
"Never in the history of time has anything been 

as controversial as rock music. Hold on to your seats. 
You will never in your life forget some of the things 
you are about to hear tonight." The speaker was the 
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Rev. Billy Adams, who had come to the Full Gospel 
Christian Center in Dearborn Heights as part of a national 
revival tour. For three days, the fundamentalist preacher 
railed against the evils of contemporary American 
society, with rock music targeted as the prime cause of 
moral breakdown. The visit culminated March 19 with 
the ritual destruction by congregation members of rock 
records, paraphernalia and various books. 

"We don't want to give the picture that we're radicals 
of any kind," Adams told his audience. "We just want 
to demonstrate that we won't quit until people clean up 
their music. Why can't we have something that's fit to 
listen to?" 

Adams' charges against rock music include the usual 
accusations that, when played backwards, the records 
contain satanic messages. In addition, the preacher 
attacked the alleged homosexual origin of the disco 
beat. Disco, he says, is "the music of the saddest bunch 
of people on earth-they call themselves gay. Well, I 
was raised where a queer is a queer. They need prayer 
and shouldn't go around pinching our kids and saying 
they can't help it. I say it's a sin sickness that will 
take you straight to hell." 

Mter instructing adult members of his audience on 
how to safely break a phonograph record, Adams in
vited children to the front of the crowd to participate 
in tearing up album covers, T-shirts and books. "I'd 
like to see American homes be like they used to be," 
Adams said. "With shows like Leave it to Beaver and 
Ozzie and Harriet on TV ... If we could have remained 
the way we were, this nation would never have been 
second in anything.'' Reported in: Dearborn Press and 
Guide, March 24. 

prisons 

Orange County, California 
Orange County Jail supervisors removed the Orange 

County section of the April 8 Los Angeles Times from 
inmate newspapers to keep prisoners from · reading 
criticism by state officials of a jail disciplinary policy. 
In the story ordered withheld, state officials said the 
sheriff's office had violated minimum standards by 
removing inmate bedrolls as discipline. 

"We didn't want an inmate who might have his 
bedroll removed start trouble by saying, 'Bull, I read in 
the newspaper you can't do that,"' said Assistant 
Sheriff Thad Dwyer. He said the jail will continue to 
remove bedrolls as a disciplinary measure until a 
hearing before the state Board of Corrections. An in
mate's refusal to give up his bedroll sparked a jail 
riot on March 20. 

(Continued on page 123) 
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r---from the bench-__, 

U.S. Supreme Court 

The U.S. Supreme Court declared April 20 that a 
federal law prohibiting demonstrations on the sidewalks 
around its own building was an unconstitutional viola
tion of First Amendment protections of free speech. 
The narrow ruling, however, applied only to the side
walk area, not to the plaza or steps in front of the court 
building, and it overturned a 1981 U.S. Court of 
Appeals ruling that would have opened those areas as 
well to demonstrators. 

Writing for seven justices, Justice Byron R. White 
said the sidewalks around the court are ''indistinguish
able from any other sidewalks in Washington, D.C., 
and we can discern no reason why they should be 
treated any differently." But White said that while the 
public may freely enter and leave the court grounds at 
virtually anytime, that does not "transform" the 
grounds into a "public forum" area where the govern
ment's right to restrict demonstrators is "very limited." 

In a partial dissent, Justice Thurgood Marshall said 
that he would have upheld the appellate panel and over
turned the law itself. Marshall argued that the court was 
a public place much like any other. "I would not 
leave visitors to this court subject to the continuing 
threat of imprisonment if they dare to exercise their 
First Amendment rights once inside the sidewalks," 
Marshall said. 

The ruling came in a case, U.S., et a/. v. Grace, 
et a/., involving a woman who stood in front of the 
court with a sign on which she had printed verbatim the 
First Amendment and an elderly Catholic missionary 
who distributed leaflets on three occasions in 1978 and 
1980 on the sidewalk in front of the court. Reported 
in: Washington Post, April21. 

By a narrow 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court ruled April 
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20 that public employees who complain about their 
bosses or working conditions are not protected by the 
constitutional right to free speech and can be fired. The 
case of Connick v. Myers involved Sheila Myers, an 
assistant district attorney in New Orleans, who was fired 
in 1980 after circulating a questionnaire among her co
workers asking about office morale. Both the U.S. 
District Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit found that Myers' constitutional rights 
had been violated and ordered her reinstatement with 
back pay and damages. 

In overturning the lower court decisions, the Supreme 
Court said there was a delicate "balance" between 
Myers' free speech rights and "the practical realities 
involved in the administration of a government office." 
The Court ruled that while the First Amendment pro
tects the right of public workers to speak out on issues 
of public interest, ~ does not protect a worker's right 
to be heard on internal office matters. 

Writing for the majority, Justice Byron R. White 
said, "While as a matter of good judgment, public 
officials should be receptive to constructive criticism 
offered by their employees, the First Amendment does 
not require a public office to be run as a round table 
for employee complaints over internal office affairs." 

In a strongly worded dissent, Justice William J. 
Brennan, Jr. -wrote that the ruling "inevitably will 
deter public employees from making critical statements 
about the manner in which government agencies are 
operated for fear that doing so will provoke their 
dismissal. As a result, the public will be deprived 
of valuable information with which to evaluate the 
performance of elected officials.'' 

Branding the decision "flawed," Brennan argued: 
"The First Amendment affords special protection to 
speech that may inform public debate about how our 
society is to be governed-regardless of whether it 
actually becomes the subject of public controversy." 
Brennan was joined by Justices Thurgood Marshall, 
Harry A. Blackmun and John Paul Stevens. Reported 
in: Washington Post, April21. 

In a stinging rebuke to the Reagan administration, 
the Supreme Court upheld by an 8-1 vote May 24 
the power of the Internal Revenue Service to deny 
tax-exempt status to private schools that discriminate on 
the basis of race. In a sweeping decision written by 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, the Court rejected the 
claims of the administration, Bob Jones University and 
the Goldsboro Christian Schools that the IRS should 
not have cut off tax exemptions to these schools without 
specific authorization from Congress. The sole dissenter 
was Justice William Rehnquist. _ 

The court ruled against the -claim by the schools that 
the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion pre
vents the IRS from denying them tax exemptions. The 

115 



schools maintained that their racial policies merely 
reflect their view that the Bible forbids the mixing of 
the races. Burger said the compelling public importance 
of ending discrimination outweighs any burden the IRS 
policy imposes on religious beliefs. Reported in: San 
Francisco Chronicle, May 25. 

In another case concerning religious freedom the 
Supreme Court agreed April18 to take on a controversy 
which has divided lower state and federal courts for 
years: whether government-sponsored nativity scenes 
violate the principle of separation of church and state. 

At issue in the case accepted for review was a life
sized creche sponsored by the city of Pawtucket, R.I., 
and displayed in a private park as part of a larger 
holiday display of lights and Santas. A U.S. District 
Court, backed by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
First Circuit, ruled the display constituted a government 
endorsement of a particular religion, Christianity, 
in violation of the First Amendment. The case, Lynch 
et. a/ v. Donnelly et. al. , was originated by the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union (see Newsletter, January 1983, 
p. 18). Reported in: Washington Post, April19. 

Finally, without comment, the Supreme Court turned 
down an appeal by the state of Maryland and let stand 
a Maryland Court of Appeals ruling that the right of 
free speech protects even strong language when the 
target is a police officer. In October, the Maryland 
court had overturned the conviction of a man who used 
the epithet "fuck" after a local police chief stopped 
his vehicle. The Maryland court had upheld a lower 
court ruling that the word was neither obscene nor 
profane in the context used (see Newsletter, March 
1983, p. 46; January 1983, p. 16). Reported in: Balti
more Sun, April19. 

political expression 

Washington, D.C. 
A federal judge May 3 temporarily enjoined the 

U.S. Park Police from arresting people for laying down 
their belongings or protest signs in front of the White 
House. Responding to a request from the American 
Civil Liberties Union, Judge William B. Bryant issued 
a temporary restraining order barring the Interior 
Department from enforcing new emergency regulations 
which restrict demonstrators' signs in front of the 
White House to ones which may be held by hand, and 
requires people to carry their belongings or submit them 
to a search. 

The regulations, which took effect April 22, are 
allegedly intended to make it more difficult for 
potential terrorists to conceal explosives on the side
walk or to vault the iron fence onto White House 
grounds. Representing the ACLU, however, Arthur _ 
Spitzer told Bryant that the government had fal.led to 
show any emergency that would allow it to put the 
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regulations into effect without first getting comments 
from the public, as required by law. 

Arguing that the rules are vague and conflict with 
demonstrators' First Amendment rights, Spitzer said, 
"They are wholly arbitrary and capricious and virtually 
illogical. . . . They've gone wild in writing the regula
tion here.'' 

"It seems to me that you have some legitimate con
cerns, but the regulations don't strike at that," Bryant 
ruled. Reported in: Washington Post, May 4. 

Washington, D.C. 
Declaring that the eighteen million people who pass 

each year through Washington's National and Dulles 
International Airports should see that free speech is 
alive and well in the nation's capital, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia struck down a 
ban on political advertisements at the two air facilities 
onMay27. 

"It is only fitting that these people are presented 
with tangible proof ~at the First Amendment is 
operative and not simply on display in a glass case in 
the National Archives," Judge Abner Mikva wrote for 
the three-member court. The ruling overturned a 
Federal Aviation Administration policy of selling space 
only for commercial or public service ads. The policy 
was challenged by the Southwest Africa-Namibia Trade 
and Cultural Council which sought to place an ad en
titled "SWAPO's Rape of Namibia," in opposition to 
the South African-sponsored Council's opponents, the 
South West Africa People's Organization, which is 
fighting a guerrilla war against South African rule in 
Namibia. Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, May 28. 

shopping malls 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Calling their actions "contemptible," Judge Arthur 
L. Spada threatened three of the owners of West
farms Mall with a $10,000 fine and 60 days in jail April 
22 if they continued to refuse to .let members of the 
National Organization for Women · petition mall 
shoppers. Criticizing them for "placing themselves 
above the law," Judge Spada found three of the 
owners-former West Hartford Mayor Richard Sheehan, 
Farmington developer Joseph Vetrano and Simsbury 
attorney Victory A. Dowling-in contempt of court for 
turning four members of the Connecticut NOW chapter 
away from the mall April 16 and for refusing to pay 
a $5,000 fine imposed against them for the same offense 
previously. Spada said if the three were found in con
tempt again, he would order their immediate arrest. 
Dowling, who is defending the three, maintains the 
court has no authority over Westfarms. Attorneys for 
the four remaining partners, however, said their clients 
would comply with the rulings. 
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On March 2, Judge Spada ruled that Westfarms must 
permit NOW to petition shoppers at the mall (see 
Newsletter, May 1983, p. 17). The owners appealed the 

· decision to the state Supreme Court, and Dowling has 
argued that until the appeal is decided Spada's rulings 
need not be implemented. "Until our motion for review 
is resolved, the lower court's action is a nullity," he said. 

Informed that sheriffs had been unable to locate 
Vetrano, Dowling and Sheehan to serve papers re
quiring them to come to court and that the defendants 
had refused to return calls from the plaintiffs' counsel, 
Spada reacted angrily. "By either subterfuge or contri
vance, they ought not to defeat the ends of justice in 
such a manner," he said. "My orders today are not 
to be sabotaged." Reported in: Hartford Courant, 
April23. 

Hackensack, New Jersey 
A shopping mall may offer the public a post office, 

a chapel and educational programs as well as stores, but 
it still retains the privileges of private property, a 
Paramus Municipal Court judge ruled April 6. Judge 
Martin Burger found Eric Gerstmann and his step
father, Joseph Chuman, guilty of trespassing at the 
privately owned Bergen Mall last October when they 
persisted in distributing political flyers after being asked 
not to. 

"I'm not terribly surprised by what happened to
day," said their attorney, Frank Askin, a Rutgers Uni
versity law professor and general counsel for the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union. "These are usually questions 
that are decided at a higher level." During the hearing, 
Askin argued that malls had replaced downtown as the 
central gathering place in a community. The U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in 1972 that a private mall could 
bar pamphleteers, but Askin's argument turned on a 
1980 case in which the New Jersey Supreme Court held 
that the state Constitution provided for distribution of 
political literature on the private campus of Princeton 
University. 

Gerstmann, a freshman at Rutgers, ran unsuccess
fully last year as an independent candidate for Bergen 
County freeholder. The arrests came in the course of his 
campaign (see Newsletter, March 1983, p. 49). Reported 
in: Hackensack Record, April 7. 

prisoners' rights 

Salem, Oregon 
Several mail censorship regulations at Oregon 

prisons violate the constitutional rights of inmates and 
must be changed, U.S. District Judge Owen Panner 
ruled in a March decision. The ruling came in a class 
action suit brought last year by inmates of the Oregon 
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Women's Correctional Center, Oregon State Peniten
tiary, the Corrections Division Release Center and the 
Oregon State Correctional Institution, all in Salem. 

The inmate plaintiffs, plus two persons who corre
sponded with inmates, contended that state Corrections 
Division and prison officials had developed censorship 
policies that are more restrictive than necessary to 
achieve "any legitimate institutional goals." Re
sponding to a long list of complaints, Panner found: 

• That prisoners must be given notice and a reason
able opportunity for a hearing when mail is confiscated. 

• That the practice of confiscating materials dealing 
with homosexual conduct or lifestyles, other than those 
explicitly describing or graphically depicting homo
sexual conduct, violates the rights of inmates. 

• That any practice of "blacklisting" certain publi
cations without a review of each individual issue as it 
is received deprives Jnmates of constitutional guarantees. 

• That returning the entire contents of an envelope 
containing an item deemed to be prohibited under the 
mail regulations, rather than confiscating only the 
"prohibited" item, violates the rights of senders and 
inmates. 

• That confiscating newspaper and magazine clip
pings, small pamphlets, photocopies, carbon copies and 
handmade drawings as "material that is not written" 
violates the rights of senders and inmates. 

• That officials may confiscate political or racial 
material only if that material is "inflammatory," 
meaning its presence would constitute a direct threat to 
the security or safety of the institution ''because it in
cites or advocates physical violence against others. • • 

• That the procedures at the Women's Correctional 
Center and the State Correctional Institution for 
handling religious materials and books, in which such 
items are considered undeliverable unless they come 
from a publisher or a bookstore, have a chilling effect 
on inmate rights. Reported in: Portland Oregonian, 
March24. 

student press 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
The Minneapolis School Board can't prevent the 

Gay Pride Committee from advertising in the student 
newspaper at Southwest High School, Chief U.S. Dis
trict Court Judge Miles Lord ruled May 20. The ad was 
submitted to the paper, The Arrow, in April, and school 
officials prevented it from running in the April 29 
edition. Co-editors Jeff Robertson and Julia Risser 
asked the Minnesota Civil Liberties Union to ftle suit 
on the grounds that their First Amendment rights had 
been violated. 

Judge Lord agreed, saying the paper has "the right 
to accept this ad and expose the students to those ideals 
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no matter how reprehensible they might be." While the 
decision may distress school officials and parents, he 
added, "we live under the Constitution." 

The advertisement, in the form of a business card 
gave a telephone number for information and a volun~ 
teer line. School attorney Fredrick Finch argued that the 
school board objected not to the philosophy of the Gay 
Pride Committee but to the fact that the information 
given on the recorded message reached by calling the 
telephone number dealt with activities related to Gay 
Pride Week, and most involved bars or the sale of 
liquor. Since most high school students can't legally 
buy drinks, Finch reasoned, the board may lawfully 
prohibit advertising by bars, directly or indirectly. 
. pte school board indicated it would appeal the de

CISion (Robertson, eta/. v. Special School District No. 
1). Reported in: Minneapolis Star and Tribune, May 21. 

colleges 

Allendale, Michigan 
U.S. District Court Judge Douglas A. Hillman 

ordered officials of Grand Valley State College April 7 
to pay $250 to the Student Senate to finance rental of 
the X-rated movie Inserts, starring Richard Dreyfuss. 
Senate members filed suit March 29 against College 
President Arend Lubbers, Dean of Students Linda 
Johnson and the college Board of Control over their 
refusal to finance the fllm as part of the Senate's fllm 
series (see Newsletter, January 1983, p. 12). 

College Provost Glenn Niemeyer called the ruling 
"regrettable," but said the school will not appeal 
because it would be too costly. "We simply don't feel 
that X-rated fllm entertainment is either a necessary or 
appropriate component of higher education and thus is 
not an activity for which we wish to use college funds," 
he said. It remained unclear how Hillman's decision 
would affect an overall campus policy permitting show
ing of X-rated films but prohibiting use of school funds 
for their rental. 

Student Senate President Timothy Swope called the 
decision a "victory for student rights." Reported in: 
Grand Rapids Press, AprilS. 

broadcasting 

Los Angeles, California 
On May 23, a federal district court in Washington, 

D.C. turned down a last-minute appeal by Glendale 
television preacher W. Eugene Scott to keep his em
battled local television station, KHOF-TV, Channel 
30, on the air, setting the stage for the first shutdown 
qf a television channel by the Federal Communications 
Commission since 1975. The shutdown was the result of 
a seven-year legal bout between Scott and the FCC, 
which claims it has evidence Scott engaged in financial 

118 

irregularities in broadcast fund appeals. No evidence 
was ever produced, but the FCC took revocation action 
when Scott refused to cooperate with commission 
investigators. 

With KHOF off the air, Scott is left with an FM 
radio station and television stations owned by his 
Faith Broadcasting Network in San Francisco and Hart
ford, Connecticut. All three stations face FCC license 
revocation procedures. Scott's attorneys had sought a 
temporary restraining order in U.S. District Court in 
Washington after a similar effort was turned down in 
Los Angeles. Reported in: Los Angeles Times, May 24. 

(AAParagraphs ... from page 106) 

but any books, including novels, as well as reports, 
studies, articles, columns, lecture notes, speeches, 
letters to the editor, book reviews, etc., which in any 
way relate to "intelligence data or activities." Further, 
review is mandated whether or not classified informa
tion is included in the writing, on the assumption that 
only the agency itself will be able to determine whether 
classified information would be disclosed by the 
publication. 

The agreement which must be signed by individuals 
with access to SCI is not only binding with respect to 
writings produced by such persons while working for 
the government and having access to classified informa
tion, but also with respect to writings produced after 
they have severed any contact with the government 
and thus lost all access to classified information. How 
long this post-employment mandatory pre-publication 
review requirement will remain in effect is not stated, 
but there is certainly no indication that the obligation 
is intended to be less than a lifetime commitment. 
Further, while the Justice Department has refused to 
reveal the numbers of individuals with SCI clearances, 
this provision clearly covers all of the government's 
highest officials and has been reported to apply to as 
many as 100,000 employees (New York Times, 5/5/83). 

But, in addition, the prior restraint authority emanat
ing from the Directive is not limited to the government's 
dealings with employees with access to SCI. The Direc
tive provides that, in the individual agency's discretion, 
nondisclosure agreements to be signed by individuals 
with access merely to classified information may include 
a provision for pre-publication clearance. By this pro
vision, the potential reach of the prior restraint power 
has been expanded exponentially. 

The pre-publication review process contemplated by 
the Directive cannot help but have a pronounced 
chilling effect on the publishing process and a devasting 
impact on informed public discussion which is at the 
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Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom 



is it legal? 

freedom of assembly 

Miami, Florida 
On April 30, a group of 100-150 anti-Communist 

Cuban exiles broke up a press conference called to 
criticize the Reagan administration's policies in Central 
America, only to have one of their own supporters fire 
a rifle over their heads, having mistaken the group for 
the anti-Reagan press conference. 

The trouble began when the Latin America and 
Caribbean Solidarity Association (LACASA) an
nounced a protest picket against U.S. intervention in 
El Salvador. That's when Spanish radio stations began 
editorializing against the group and when Oemga 7, 
an anti-Castro terrorist organization, threatened to kill 
any LACASA members who showed up. Instead of 
picketing, LACASA called a press conference. 

About thirty LACASA supporters showed up for the 
event, as did the exiles and about fifteen police officers. 
John Ratliff, LACASA vice president, read from a 
prepared text for about five minutes, but was repeatedly 
interrupted by heckling. Then someone broke from the 
crowd and snatched the text from his hands. Police 
moved in. Simultaneously, the exiles advanced threaten
ingly on the LACASA members, who hastily retreated 
and dispersed. Seconds later, the gunman, Lazaro Siu, 
a Cuban exile, ran into the park and fired above the 
melee. 

That Siu mistakenly fired on his own supporters 
did not seem to trouble the exiles. "I am against 
murder, but this is war," said one man, who identi
fied himself only as "Manbi, a Cuban freedom fighter." 
"We told them if they came today, there would be 
people dead." Had LACASA picketed, Manbi said, 
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there would have been more shootings. "There were 
people on top of buildings,'' he declared. 

"It burns me," said Ratliff after the incident. "I 
was forced to go over and fight in Viet Nam. I didn't 
like it, but I did it. Now people call me a traitor 
because I advocate policies they disagree with and then 
they prevent us from exercising rights we all have paid 
so dearly for. We cannot allow this to happen in an 
American city. It's a black eye for Miami. I can't 
believe the power the terrorists seem to have in this 
town.'' Reported in: Miami Herald, May4. 

College Park, Georgia 
Insisting that a concern for public order cannot 

cancel the constitutional right of free speech, the 
American Civil Liberties Union has filed suit in U.S. 
District Court in Atlanta to prohibit the College Park 
City Council from 1banning demonstrations by both a 
Ku Klux Klan faction and an anti-Klan coalition. "Both 
groups deserve the right of freedom of speech," said 
Gene Guerrero, state director of the civil liberties 
group. According to Guerrero, the suit was filed May 
12 after the council had denied three requests by 
Louisianan Bill Wilkinson's Invisible Empire, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, to hold a ten-block parade. 
Reported in: Atlanta Journal, May 13. 

freedom of information 

Washington, D.C. 
The Central Intelligence Agency, which last year 

pressed to have all its files exempted from public 
scrutiny under the Freedom of Information Act, has 
told congressional leaders it will accept a limited 
exemption. CIA spokesperson Dale Peterson said May 
30 the agency will support a bill introduced in late 
May by Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.), chair of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, that would fully exempt 
only the agency's so-called "operational files" from 
disclosure. These files keep track of the way the covert 
agency gathers intelligence. Political, economic and 
scientific information gathered by the CIA in its intelli
gence work would still be accessible through FOIA re
quests, provided the information is unclassified and its 
release would not endanger national security. 

"We would have preferred a total exemption," 
Peterson said, ''but looking at the real world, we 
concluded that we are better off trying to get the 
exemptions that are the most important to us. This is 
going to help us cut down on the workload. Now 
we spend lots of time searching for material that we 
know we will never release because it is operational. '' 

John Shattuck, director of the Washington, D.C. 
chapter of the ACLU, welcomed the change in the 
agency's position. "We still have many questions about 
this," he said, "but to the extent that no information 
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that is subject to disclosure now would be protected 
additionally under the new formulation, the bill would 
be reasonable.'' Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, 
May31. 

Washington, D.C. 
Admiral Stansfield Turner, who as Director of 

Central Intelligence prosecuted Frank W. Snepp III, a 
former CIA officer, for refusing to clear his book about 
the fall of Saigon, is now disputing CIA censors over his 
own book on intelligence operations. In an interview, 
Admiral Turner acknowledged that the agency's Publi
cations Review Board had objected to portions of three 
chapters in his uncompleted manuscript, deleting as 
much as ten percent of one section on the grounds that it 
included classified information potentially injurious to 
the protection of agency sources. The former Carter 
administration CIA Director has vigorously disputed 
the agency's censorship in negotiations that began early 
this year. He has obtained an attorney, Anthony 
Lapham, who was the CIA's general counsel at the time 
of the Snepp proceedings, and said he is prepared to 
litigate if a satisfactory compromise can not be reached. 

Turner, however, continues to uphold the censorship 
procedure he helped establish. "I've endorsed the 
process I'm going through," he said. "I'm not fighting 
that." His complaint, he said, is over the "mechanics" 
of the review process. Turner said he made a number 
of modifications to meet agency objections, but charged 
that in other cases he was convinced the agency had no 
basis to ask for deletions. 

Turner himself was reluctant to question agency 
motives in the dispute, but his aides have intimated 
that the requested deletions amount to nit-picking and 
quibbling and may reflect a growing epmity between 
Turner and the Reagan administration. Turner has 
emerged as a leading critic of the administration's 
intelligence policies. 

As for Snepp, he expressed little sympathy for the 
former director. "I think Turner deserves everything 
the censors visit on him because he failed to recognize 
just how dangerous censorship was in the first place," 
he said. "I hate to think of anybody being censored, 
but I think there is poetic justice in the fact that the 
architect of the CIA's censorship should now be feeling 
the heat." Snepp was forced by a Supreme Court ruling 
in February 1980 to give the government $140,000 in 
earnings from his 1977 book, Decent Interval, which 
he had refused to clear with agency censors before 
publication. Reported in: New York Times, May 18. 

universities 

Berkeley, California 
After an emotional debate in which charges of anti-
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Semitism and political repression were exchanged, the 
Associated Students of the University of California 
(ASUC) Senate voted May 25 to reduce next year's 
funding for the Moslem Students Association from $100 
to $1 because the group had distributed anti-Semitic 
literature. Specifically, proponents of the cutback intro
duced the measure because the Moslem Students 
Association distributed ''The Protocols of the Learned 
Elders of Zion," a forged document of the first Zionist 
Congress in 1877 which purports to expound a Jewish 
scheme for world domination. 

"This document is the most despicable piece of anti
Jewish literature in the history of the world," said 
Marvin Zauderer, a member of the Jewish Student 
Board. The protocols were judged a forgery of the 
former tsarist secret police by an international tribunal 
in 1934. They were widely circulated by the Nazis to 
justify persecution of the Jews. On May 4, the ASUC 
Senate voted to condemn the protocols for "the promo
tion of anti-Semitic and racist ideology." 

Those who voted against revoking the group's funds, 
however, argued that the issue this time was not the 
content of the protocols, but whether or not the group 
had the right to distribute them. ''I do disagree with 
the protocols themselves, but that wasn't the issue," 
said Sen. Martin Ornelas. "What I heard [the pro
ponents of the measure] saying was that in order to 
get money you have to print what we want you to 
print." Moslem Students Association member Shahain 
Shainfar said, "I think reducing funding is an act of 
censorship. I don't think the senate has the right to limit 
our freedom of expression." 

Traditionally, campus groups present the student 
government with grossly inflated budget requests. The 
Moslem Students Association originally requested 
$16,265 but the Senate Finance Committee recom
mended the previous year's allocation of $100. The 
Jewish Student Board requested $8,035 and the com
mittee allocated them $4,700. Sixteen senators voted in 
favor of reducing the allocation of the Moslem group 
to $1, while eleven were opposed. The Moslem Students 
Association does not represent all Islamic students on 
campus, but is in fact dominated by pro-Khomeini 
Iranians. Other Islamic and anti-Zionist groups at the 
university have condemned the group's circulation of 
the "Protocols." Reported in: Daily Californian, 
May27. 

(Continued on page 125) 
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·success stories-___, 

libraries 

Elkader, Iowa 
By a narrow 4-3 vote, the Central Community School 

Board voted April 25 to retain the novel Headman, by 
Kin Platt, in Elkader Central High School library. A 
petition with a hundred signatures presented to the 
board called for the book's removal. 

The original complaint against the book was addressed 
to the school's reconsideration committee March 28 
by parent LaRayne Lenhart, who objected to "the 
filthy language in it." Headman describes the life of 
a youth gang leader in the Los Angeles ghetto and 
contains "street talk" and four-letter words that 
Lenhart and others found offensive. "I'm not a 
prude," she said, "but it just seems it's wrong for the 
school to have this in its library when they wouldn't 
want kids walking down the halls talking like that." 

The reconsideration committee voted April 18 not 
to remove the book and the issue went to the school 
board. In the meantime, support for the book grew 
among students and school personnel. Student Mick 
Henderson presented a petition signed by 75 students in 
favor of retaining the book. "This one book is not 
going to change anything," he said. "This is not smut 
we're reading, it's life. Banning this book is not going 
to help at all." 

Librarian Hila Garms, a non-voting member of the 
reconsideration committee, also defended the book. "I 
think it's realistic and it doesn't shock me to read it. 
After all, you wouldn't expect a gang leader to speak 
any differently," she said. According to Garms, the real 
issue is censorship. "Anytime somebody challenges a 
student's right to read, it could be a big deal. People 
vary so on their opinion that to actually censor some
thing is a major issue." 
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Board members Jerry Kemperman, Harlan Thurn, 
Jerry Everitt and Lee Stence voted for the book's re
tention; chairperson Sandy Coobs, Mary Klink and 
Jack Stence voted against it. After the vote, Lenhart 
said she planned no further action. "If it just wakes up 
the people, it'll be worth it," she said. "It was done 
the democratic way." Reported in: Cedar Rapids 
Gazette, March 29, April26. 

'jJ Salina, Kansas 
The Unified School District 305 Board of Education 

voted unanimously January 20 to keep The Great Gilly 
Hopkins, by Katherine Paterson, in the library at 
Lowell Elementary School. The book had been chal
lenged by Jay and Mary Eikleberry. They found the use 
of the words "God," "damn" and "hell" offensive, 
charging that the book's main character, a young girl, 
uses some combinafion of the words on a fifth of the 
book's pages. A special committee of two parents, 
the school librarian, the principal and two teachers 
investigated the complaint, and recommended that the 
book be removed from the library. Only the school 
librarian, Liz Wilson, dissented. 

The board, however, voted to overrule the com
mittee. "Rather than banning this book, I would be 
more inclined toward making it required reading,'' board 
member Gregg Svoboda said. "If value judgments are 
to be made based on good vs. evil, the good in this 
book fars outweighs the evils." 

"I don't find the language particularly offensive," 
said board member Steve Ascher. "It's certainly in 
context with the character." Ascher said he recognized 
the risk of someone being offended, but wanted to 
avoid the greater risk of "eroding the freedom that we 
all believe in." Reported in: Salina Journal, January 21. 

Del Valle, Texas 
On May 17, Del Valle school board members narrowly 

thwarted a teacher's attempt to remove a popular 
children's book from elementary school libraries. By a 
3-2 vote, the board denied Smith Elementary School 
teacher Martha Nuspi's request to remove Blubber, 
by Judy Blume, because it contained the words "damn" 
and "bitch" and showed children cruelly teasing a class
mate. The request had been previously denied by a 
committee composed of the school librarian, the princi
pal and teachers and later by Assistant Superintendent 
Bill McBee. 

"The language is inappropriate and it's inconsistent 
with our uniform conduct code," Nuspi said. She 
charged that the book had a disruptive effect on her 
fourth-grade class. "It was passed around and the 
words were underlined. It was for shock effect.'' 

Librarian Levania Mitchell said Blubber has been in 
the school library at least six years and this was the 
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first complaint received about it. "I think the bottom 
line is that it's fairly realistic," said board member 
John McKay. "Personally I read the book and I en
joyed it. I was watching TV last night and I heard 
several of these words." Reported in: Austin American
Statesman, May 18. 

Richwood, West Virginia 
A Time/Life book on great cities of the world which 

includes a picture of the backsides of nude Japanese 
men in a public bath will remain on the shelves of the 
Cherry River Elementary School library in Richwood. 
The Nicholas County Board of Education received a 
petition signed by 75 parents protesting the picture, but 
declined to do anything about it. 

"I don't think our board wants to get into censorship 
of books," said school superintendent Bernard Poole. 
"We prefer to leave the kind of books contained in 
school libraries up to the teachers and the librarians, 
and we've never had a problem." Poole said a parent 
brought the petition to him, and he presented it to the 
board, which is composed of three women and two 
men. "As it turned out," he said, "only the three 
women were present at this particular meeting. They 
found nothing objectionable about the picture." Poole 
said he lacked authority to judge library books. "And if 
I did," he stressed, "I'd find nothing objectionable 
about this one." Reported in: Charleston Gazette, 
April23. 

schools 

Tallahasee, Florida 
A bill intended to ban "hard-core pornography" and 

"the philosophy that if it feels good, do it" from 
Florida public school textbooks apparently died in the 
state Senate Education Committee May 11, when mem
bers of the committee deadlocked 3-3 on the issue. An 
aide to Sen. Don Childers (D-West Palm Beach), the 
bill's sponsor, said the proposal would not be re-intro
duced. Childers introduced the bill after a controversy 
in the Palm Beach County schools over a health 
textbook. 

A House version of the bill was introduced by Rep. 
Daniel Webster (R-Lakeland) after lobbyists from the 
Florida Pro-Family forum showed him "shocking" 
textbooks with "an overemphasis on sex." The House 
version was not scheduled for debate, but even if it 
passes the full House, Webster aide Marlene Frith said 
it would have to go back to the same Senate committee 
where it failed. Reported in: Miami News, May 12. 
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TeU City, Indiana 
Members of the Tell City-Troy Township Classroom 

Teachers Association have successfully defended their 
curriculum against a three-month protest staged by a 
local minister, the Rev. Donald Reynolds. Tell City 
English teacher Robert Waters led the defense effort. 
"Reynolds used one family's objections to a reading 
assignment I gave myclass-John Steinbeck's Of Mice 
and Men-as a way to expose the dirty books I forced 
on students," said Waters. "He also wanted to promote 
his Christian academy. 

The protest included a petition to the school board, 
a rally led by prominent textbook critic Mel Gabler, 
and a series of accusations on local radio shows and in 
the newspapers about allegedly "scandalous" sex edu
cation classes and other "frills" in the school system. 
The controversy ended at a school board meeting where 
the board warned that it would take legal action if the 
protesters persisted in making false and libelous 
statements. 

"We had the school board's active support, but many 
people were confused," Waters said. "Even we teachers 
were floored when we first heard that we teach the 
religion of secular humanism." Waters and other 
teachers spoke at public meetings and issued statements 
refuting the accusations with supporting evidence. 

Shortly after the controversy ended, Rev. Reynolds 
moved away from the southern Indiana area, appar
ently in search of more fertile soil for his censorship 
efforts. One positive result of the brouhaha: "Every 
student who hadn't read Steinbeck's novel tried to get 
a copy," said Waters. Reported in: NEA Today, June 
1983. 

Libby, Montana 
Students will continue to read J. D. Salinger's 

Catcher in the Rye in Libby, but their parents will be 
told when the novel is to be read in class. That was 
the decision of the Libby school trustees April 19 at 
a public meeting attended by about 75 students, parents 
and teachers. A five-member committee had studied the 
novel after one parent complained about its contents 
last year. although the book has been taught in Libby 
High School for fifteen years, the committee recom
mended its removal from the junior English list and its 
inclusion in elective honors classes instead. The trustees, 
however, decided not to drop Catcher in the Rye from 
the junior list but instead to advise parents that their 
children can read an alternate selection if they object to 
the controversial novel. The book will not be removed 
from the high school library. Reported in: Butte 
Montana Standard, April22. 
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Hannibal, New York 
Chicago Sun-Times columnist Mike Royko's 1971 

biography of the late Chicago Mayor Richard J: Daley, 
Boss, will continue to be used in Hannibal High School 
English classes. William and Barbara Younis com
plained in February that the book was detrimental to 
students and contributed to social decay because it 
contains rough language (see Newsletter, May 1983, 
p. 74). In April, however, the school board issued a 
report supporting continued use of the book. Reported 
in: Chicago Sun-Times, April15. 

Pierre, South Dakota 
Two new health textbooks for eighth and ninth 

graders, Good Health for You and Health and Safety 
for You, were approved by the Pierre Board of Educa
tion April11 despite objections to references about homo
sexuality, abortion and family planning in the texts. 
More than one hundred people attended the board 
meeting to discuss the new health t~xtbooks. Repre
sentatives of the pretesting group said they did not 
object to coverage of the controversial subject matter, 
but preferred the treatment in the former texts. "The 
present health text may be somewhat out of date in a 
few areas," said Dr. Robert Duggan. "However, it 
handles the material in a factual manner. It's not as 
flashy as the proposed text but it's certainly suitable for 
the grade level." The new books were recommended by 
a committee of health teachers, whose report was 
accepted by the board. Reported in: Sioux Falls 
Argus-Leader, April13. 

(Censorship dateline . .. from page 114) 

According to Dwyer, jail officials routinely peruse 
newspapers for information they feel might cause a 
disturbance. Articles kept from inmates usually involve 
cases of inmates who might be vulnerable to attack 
within the jail. Dwyer admitted, however, that the April 
8 removal ''might very well be silly on our part, because 
the inmates' grapevine works pretty fast and they learned 
about it anyway." Reported in: Los Angeles Times, 
April9. 

etc. 
Medora, North Dakota 

The Dakotas: At the Wind's Edge, by California 
author Kathryn Davis, was two years in the writing. 
Part fact, part fiction, the book celebrates the centennial 
of the small town of Medora, today a restored frontier 
town of a hundred residents which is a popular badlands 
tourist resort. Upon publication, Davis proudly sent 
copies of the book to town officials and looked forward 
to being the guest of honor at Memorial Day festivities 

July 1983 

celebrating both the town and the book. But shortly 
after the book appeared, Davis received a rude awakening. 

A letter arrived from Harold Schafer, chairman of 
the board of the Gold Seal Co., which produces Snowy 
Bleach and Mr. Bubble, and which owns most of Medora. 
The letter informed her that her invitation to the town 
celebration had been cancelled, and not only that, but 
her book would be banned in the town's stores, all of 
which are owned by Gold Seal. 

Apparently, some Medora residents did not approve 
of some of Davis' fictional embellishments to the 
history of their town, including the involvement of town 
founder Marquis de Mores and his wife Medora, after 
whom the town was named, in extramarital affairs. 
That is not, it would seem, the kind of history Gold 
Seal wants to celebrate. Reported in: Sioux Falls Argus 
Leader, April22. 

foreign 

Canberra, Australia 
Citing a threat to Australia's international relations 

and domestic security, Prime Minister Robert Hawke 
acted May 7 to prevent further disclosures of secret 
documents published by the Sidney-based National 
Times which disclosed damaging information on hither
to secret links between Australian intelligence organiza
tions and the American CIA. Following a flurry of 
urgent mettings with opposition leaders, the newly
elected Labor government obtained a rare High Court 
injunction stopping further installments of a series 
based on "tens of thousands of pages of classified 
documents'' the Times said it had acquired on the 
activities of the Australian Security Intelligence Organi
zation (ASIO). The government was unable to halt 
publication· of the first part of the series, consisting 
of three articles and headlined "How ASIO Betrayed 
Australia to the Americans." 

Political observers compared the case to that of the 
Pentagon Papers and said it could lead to a major 
review of ASIO, which has long been viewed with 
suspicion by many in the Labor Party. According to the 
Times, members of ASIO "handed over potentially 
damaging information to American authorities about 
prominent Australian figures during secret visits to the 
U.S. over many years." The paper said the information 
gave the CIA "ammunition to use against Australian 
politicians and senior officials regarded unfavorably 
by ASIO." 

At a news conference called to explain the injunction 
Hawke said he was "disturbed" by the prospect that 
sensitive information had been passed to the CIA. In a 
written statement, however, he said his government 
would not "take such action simply out of annoyance 
or embarrassment. The fact is that -the allegations made 
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to this stage already go to the gravest issues of Australia's 
international and domestic security considerations." 
Besides the disclosures' potential for triggering a left
wing move to reform ASIO and make it more account
able, observers said they could lead to a more sweeping 
challenge to the larger Australian-U.S. security 
relationship. 

The injunction called for seizure of the leaked docu
ments and prohibited the National Times from passing 
them on to any other party. The move won the full 
support of the opposition Liberal Party of former 
prime minister Malcolm Fraser. Reported in: Washing
ton Post, May 7. 

Santiago, Chile 
Under pressure from the Chilean military govern

ment, the Roman Catholic Church agreed in April to 
revise a popular chatechism text which denounced 
torture in Chile and questioned the value of military 
service. The book, Come and See: Called with Christ 
to Serve the World, was distributed to 2,100 Catholic 
high school seniors since the Society of St. Francis de 
Sales, a teaching order, published it in February. Edu
cation Minister Monica Madariaga accused church 
officials of "betraying the fatherland" and threatened 
to cancel a proposed decree requiring Catholic religion 
classes in public schools if the text were not withdrawn 
and revised. Reported in: Baltimore Sun, April27. 

Manzanlllo, Mexico 
Haiti, Suriname, Nicaragua and Cuba were among 

the nations receiving the harshest criticism in a report 
on freedom of the press and information approved in 
March and presented to a meeting of the Inter-Ameri
can Press Association in Manzanillo. The group repre
sents more than three hundred publishers and editors 
from North, South and Central America and the 
Caribbean. 

The harshest and briefest condemnation was reserved 
for Haiti, of which the report simply said, "There is 
no freedom of the press.'' On Suriname, the report said 
that ''any chance for the free practice of journalism has 
been snuffed out in recent months" in a campaign of 
repression by the military government. "All that re
mains now are the news media directly controlled by 
the government," the report concluded. 

In Nicaragua, the report held that the government 
"imposed prior censorship a year ago and has tried to 
influence and intimidate journalists." The Nicaraguan 
people, it said, "have been subjected to a planned policy 
of suppression of their right to be fully informed.'' As 
to Cuba, the report observed that "even Cuban Com
munists run into trouble over freedom of expression." 

The report cited Brazil, Panama and Colombia as 
countries where there had been signs of improve
ment in press and information freedoms, although 
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serious restrictions remained in force. It said, on the 
other hand, that conditions had WQrsened in Argentina, 
where "considerable ground has- been lost," and in 
Uruguay, where "there has been a marked deteriora
tion" in recent months. Reported in: New York Times, 
April3. 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
A black South African journalist, Joe Thloloe, has 

been jailed for two-and-a-half years for possessing a 
banned book. The book, The New Road, is an 80-page 
volume published by the Pan Africanist Congress, an 
outlawed black nationalist organization committed to 
the overthrow of white minority rule by force. Thloloe 
worked for the Sowetan, a daily newspaper for blacks 
in Johannesburg. In 1982, he won the Louis Lyons 
Award, given annually by Harvard University's Nieman 
Foundation, for "conscience and integrity in journalism." 

Thloloe spent ten months in security police detention 
before his trial began in April. In a plea for leniency, 
Thloloe's attorney, George Bizos, said that as a journal
ist "Thloloe was naturllliy interested in the background 
of the African nationalist movement." He also pointed 
out that Pan Africanist Congress literature is legally 
available in university and public libraries. Magistrate 
T. Kleynhans, however, said that he regarded the 
possession offense as serious. Three other Africans who 
are not journalists, Sipho Ngcobo, Bhlanganiso Sibanda 
and Steven Mzolo, were also jailed for possessing 
banned congress documents. Ngcobo was jailed for 
two-and-a-half years and the other two for three years. 
All four were acquitted of charges under the stringent 
Terrorism and Internal Security Act that they had 
furthered the aims of the banned group and recruited 
youths to undergo military training outside the country. 

Thloloe's imprisonment followed a series of recent 
actions against journalists in South Africa. In early 
February, two editors and a reporter were fmed after a 
three-day secret trial on charges of prejudicing the 
interests and security of the state by publishing informa
tion about South African intelligence service activity in 
the Seychelles at the time of a bungled coup attempt 
by a group of mercenaries in November 1981. On March 
16, seven security policemen searched the Johannesburg 
offices of the Washington Post, and two days later, an 
issue of Newsweek was formally banned (see Newsletter, 
May 1983, p. 90). 

Two weeks later, two police officers called on Harvey 
Tyson, editor of the country's biggest daily, The Star of 
Johannesburg, to warn him that they were investigating 
two possible charges under the country's press laws. 
One, under the Police Act, relates to an accusation that 
The Star reported a speech by Sally Hogan, sister of a 
former security police detainee, Barbara Hogan, that 
the police say contained untrue statements. Under the 
Police Act, the onus is on the newspapers to prove 
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they took "reasonable steps" to establish the accuracy 
of statements they publish, which in practice has meant 
submitting material to the police for confirmation. Re
ported in: Washington Post, April25. 

Madrid, Spain 
For the second consecutive week, on April15 a judge 

ordered the seizure of the influential Spanish news 
magazine Cambio 16 following its continued publica
tion of allegations that the security chief of the con
servative opposition leader was a prominent member of 
Argentina's "Triple A" death squad in the early 1970s. 
Ex-Argentine policeman Rodolfo Almiron, bodyguard 
for Popular Alliance leader Manuel Fraga Iribame, is 
suing Cambio 16 in an action sponsored by Alliance 
attorneys. A minister under dictator Francisco Franco, 
Fraga had responsibilities over press censorship in the 
1960s. In elections last October, he emerged as the most 
prominent opponent of the present Socialist 
administration. 

Following Cambio 16's reports of Almiron's death 
squad activities in Argentina, the Interior Ministry 
ordered revocation of his handgun license. Almiron 
arrived in Madrid in 1975 as bodyguard to fleeing 
Argentine ex-minister of social welfare Jose Lopez 
Rega, who was widely accused of having organized the 
"Triple A" group. In filing his libel action, Almiron 
denied any connection with the rightist terror group and 
said he traveled with Lopez Rega as part of his police 
duties. Almiron has since acquired Spanish nationality. 

The judge exercised wide powers by accepting 
Almiron's plea to have the magazines seized. Court 
seizure of publications was a familiar tactic employed 
against critical journals during the Franco era, but the 
practice had fallen into disuse following the restoration 
of democracy. In fact, observers say the judicial action 
may well increase sales of the magazine, since police are 
not actually seizing many copies. Since the row erupted, 
the press has carried calls for the resignation of Fraga 
as opposition leader. Reported in: Washington Post, 
April16. 

Moscow, USSR 
Soviet cultural authorities have apparently banned 

the first performance of a new oratorio by Alfred 
Shnitke, the leading Soviet modernist composer, be
cause it deals with the legend of Faust, who made a pact 
with the devil. The oratorio, "The History of Dr. 
Faust," was to have premiered in Moscow May 24 and 
25 with Gennady Rozhdestvensky conducting and Alla 
Pugacheva, the Soviet Union's most popular pop 
singer, performing a minor solo. The work was com
missioned by the Vienna choral society and was due 
to be performed in the Austrian capital in June. 

After several weeks of indecision during which re-
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hearsals proceeded, the work was banned May 20 by 
the director of the Moscow Philharmonia, Avangard 
Fedotov. Sources said the reasons given for the decision 
were the "mystical" character of the libretto and the 
participation of pop star Pugacheva. The sources said 
it appeared the decision was made by the Culture 
Department of the Communist Party Central Com
mittee and reflected caution about possible changes in 
cultural policy at the scheduled plenary session of the 
Central Committee in June. Reported in: Boston Globe, 
May23. 

(Is it legal ... from page 120) 

Stanford, California 
Stanford University officials ordered an investiga

tion May 25 into possible breaches of academic freedom 
against former congressman Paul McCloskey, whose 
course on congre$sional decision-making has been 
sharply criticized by some Jewish students. Provost 
Albert Hastorf said he asked the Department of Politi
cal Science, which sponsored the course, to review 
charges that certain student government leaders sought 
to censor McCloskey's reading list and to sabotage the 
course. Hastorf said he had not been asked by 
McCloskey to take action, but did so · in response to 
reports in the campus newspaper. 

McCloskey, who has been critical in recent years of 
the influence of the Zionist lobby on U.S. foreign 
policy, has been the target of criticism by pro-Israel 
students since he was hired to teach the course by the 
student-run Guest Professorship Board last winter. In 
early May, the former Republican Representative 
charged that board president Seth Linfield had deleted 
selections, including articles on the American Jewish 
lobby, from McCloskey's reading list. Linfield said he 
reviewed the list only to check for quality. He labeled 
the deleted readings "unacademic, non-rigorous and 
rather silly." 

In a May 25 letter published in the campus news
paper, Provost Hastorf said that faculty members may 
choose to confer with students about what they plan to 
teach, ''but in the end, the decision rests with the 
teacher. The principles of academic freedom," he 
added, "are crucial to the intellectual life and vigor 
of the university. We cannot tolerate deviations from 
them." Norman Wessells, dean of humanities and 
sciences, said that if it is determined that there was an 
infringement of academic freedom, "the university will 
certainly owe a very big apology to Mr. McCloskey." 
Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, May 26. 

Stanford, California 
The Stanford University faculty senate voted May 30 

to ask the university board of trustees to review the 
university's relationship to the Hoover Institution, 
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which has come under fire for its links to the Reagan 
administration. The senate call, however, fell short of 
meeting the demands of faculty critics of the conserva
tive "think tank," who had pushed for a more wide
ranging investigation. The measure which was finally 
adopted after three hours of closed-door and reportedly 
heated debate, emphasized the "cooperative" nature of 
the proposed review. 

Some professors have expressed concern that 
Hoover's growing prosperity, fueled largely by wealthy 
conservative donors and corporations, could lead to 
packing other campus departments with instructors of 
right-of-center views. Hoover's endowments have led to 
an increasing number of dual appointments to Hoover 
fellowships and Stanford faculty posts in recent years. 
The senate resolution, which is not binding on the uni
versity trustees, specifically asked the trustees to investi
gate the Institution's appointment procedures. 

The senate was acting on a petition signed by 1500 
faculty members and students. The petition drive got 
underway in April after the release of the Hoover 
Institution's annual report, which stressed its connec
tions with President Reagan and praised the contribu
tions a number of its scholars have made in shaping his 
policies. The institution lists 43 senior scholars who at 
one time or another have served the Reagan admini
stration. Critics charge that a close connection between 
the university and an institution with such strong 
partisan ties will tend to compromise scholarly neu
trality. Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, May 31. 

New Haven, Connecticut 
In 1978, the Yale Literary Magazine, which in its 

heyday had published the works of such student contri
butors as Sinclair Lewis and Robert Penn Warren, 
was a moribund shell of its former self. So no one really 
took much notice when Yale senior Andrei Navrozov 
and two alumni bought the name and subscription list 
for a paltry dollar. But after Navrozov raised more 
than $600,000 from conservative foundations and trans
formed the publication into a slick magazine with a 
nationwide circulation of 8,000, people took an interest. 
Especially when it became clear that this was no 
ordinary student publication. Under Navrozov's 
stewardship, the Lit, as it used to be called on campus, 
became a prominent forum for right-of-center political 
views. Although a handful of student writings have 
appeared in its pages, the magazines's officials readily 
concede that they, not Yale undergraduates or anyone 
else directly associated with the university, control 
the contents. 

That outside control, say Yale officials, is what 
troubles them. When Navrozov purchased the publica
tion university regulations required only that to qualify 
as an official campus organization-and thus earn the 
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right to use Yale's name and get free office space-a 
group had to have undergraduate officers. At the time, 
the magazine complied, even though the officers did not 
participate in running the magazine. Last year, Yale 
tightened the rules to specify that the organization must 
be "initiated and controlled" by undergraduates. Freely 
admitting it wouldn't meet those requirements, the 
magazine refused to register and sued to prevent Yale 
from enforcing the new rules. In turn, Yale filed a 
countersuit asking the court to decide whether the publi
cation had a right to the university name. 

University officials claim the issue is not the politi
cal orientation of the magazine, but student control. 
"We're not interested in his [Navrozov's] political point 
of view," said Yale General Counsel Lindsey Kiang. 
"We're interested in keeping the name of this magazine 
within the university." Navrozov and many leading 
conservatives disagree. In a 29-page open letter to Yale 
president A. Bartlett Giamatti, Navrozov pointedly 
contrasted the president's theoretical views on pluralism 
with the alleged intolc;rance of the university to the 
conservative point of view. 

"How many of us believe that, if instead of giving 
off a conservative aura, the Lit gave off an effulgently 
liberal one, Yale would now be trying to wrest away 
control of it," asked William Murchison of the Dallas 
Morning News in response to Navrozov's appeal for 
support. 

In fact, if the university succeeds, Navrozov and his 
associates will retain control of the pbulication itself, 
losing the rights only to its name. But, the young 
publisher claims, ''because of the traditions, heritage 
and achievement of the past," the only valuable asset of 
the Yale Literary Magazine is its name. Reported in: 
Hartford Courant, April20. 

visas 

Washington, D.C. 
The United States Interests section in Havana, Cuba 

announced April 18 that Cuba's Deputy Cultural 
Minister had been denied permission to attend a film 
festival in Los Angeles in late April. The festival, 
called Filmex, features little known films from around 
the world. The Cuban official, Julio Garcia Espinosa, 
was denied a visa under a section of the immigration 
laws which excludes ''those aliens whose activities could 
be prejudicial to U.S. public interests.'' A spokesperson 
for the Interests section said Cuban officials are regu
larly banned from entering the U.S. unless they are 
involved in diplomatic discussions or will attend inter
national meetings such as the United Nations. Garcia 
Espinosa helped found the Cuban Film Institute in 1959 
and has written and directed numerous motion pictures. 
Reported in: New York Times, April19. 
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heart of our system of democratic government. 
First, the requirement for pre-publication clearance 

inevitably will cause often consequential delays in the 
publication process. Can there be any doubt on this 
score when such procedures, as embodied in the CIA's 
pre-publication review policies, mandate that "written 
materials [be] submitted to the Agency before being 
circulated at each state of their development to publi
shers, reviewers, or to the public?" The CIA has been 
acting, and now a multitude of agencies will act, as 
pre-publishers of thousands of works. 

The delay engendered by the interposition of such 
pre-publication procedures is thus both obvious and 
potentially substantial. Clearly, material which has to 
go through the process described, including appeals up 
through the agency before deletions can be challenged 
in court, will be published (if at all) in less than timely 
fashion. 

While the CIA has pointed with some pride to its 
"turn around time" on pre-publication reviews in an 
effort to minimize the problem of delay, public debate, 
especially on issues of immediate current concern, will 
not await the government censor. The employee's or 
former employee's inability to contribute to debate 
in timely fashion effectively silences that individual. 
For precisely that reason, the delays engendered by the 
pre-publication procedures will have the effect of 
preventing altogether-by rendering moot-the publi
cation of numerous works. 

Another crippling effect of the pre-publication review 
procedure on the publishing process results from the 
author's inability to deal with a publisher until after the 
writing has been approved for publication. Clearly, this 
cumbersome process will have the necessary effect of 
dulling, frustrating or destroying the incentive of 
present or former government officials to write and 
seek to be published. Further, as a practical matter, 
the inability of author and publisher to collaborate 
throughout the process of development of a manuscript 
also will result in the publication of fewer works. 

The Directive threatens to have an especially deleteri
ous impact on the writings of former government 
officials. New administrations will be empowered to 
pass upon the writings of those whom they replaced. 
The latitude afforded under the Directive will inevitably 
invite both delay in publishing and politically motivated 
excision which will have the effect of harassing those 
who would criticize their political successors. Whether 
what will be lost is timely debate or foregone publishing 
opportunities, the loss under the First Amendment will 
be incalculable. 

The negative implications of the Directive are com
pounded by the abuses which have characterized the 
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entire classification process. The Information Security 
Oversight Office, which monitors the classification 
system for the National Security Council, has found 
that over 16 million pieces of information were classi
fied in 1980 and that between October, 1981 and July, 
1982 tl}e Defense Department alone was responsible for 
the classification of 11,691,876 pieces of information 
(New York Times, 4/19/83). It also estimated that some 
600,000 papers had been classified by individuals with
out authority to classify information, that an additional 
800,000 papers had been classified unnecessarily, and 
that officials with delegated classification authority 
marked 1.2 million documents as if they had original 
authority, and imposed unauthorized restrictions in 2.2 
million cases. 

When such rampant classification abuses are coupled 
with the fact that the courts will ordinarily defer to 
agency judgments •hat documents have been properly 
classified, perhaps the ultimate irony and greatest evil 
of the Directive become plain: individuals subject to the 
Directive will be prevented from disclosing information 
which was illegally or improperly classified and should 
be in the public domain. As numerous lawsuits bear 
witness, the process of the court challenges to undo 
improper classification decisions is costly, time con
suming and, above all, fundamentally disruptive of the 
operating process of a free press. 

As illustrative of the variety and number of books 
(let alone other writings) which would have to be sub
mitted to the stultifying review procedures described, 
and which would be subject to possible censorship or 
disapproval under the Directive, AAP has prepared a 
list of (some 85) works written by present and former 
government officials and published by a randomly 
selected group of publishers in the recent past. Whether 
or not classified information was included in these 
writings, can it really be claimed that the nation was 
endangered by their publication or that they have not 
made a contribution to public debate? Would the public 
interest have been better served by subjecting such 
works to pre-publication review? How many of such 
works might never have been published had they been 
subjected to the pre-publication procedures now 
established? 

' Of final concern to AAP's members is the distinct 
possibility that breaches of non-disclosure agreements 
will be enforced, not only as against the government 
employee, present or former, but also against third 
parties such as book publishers. The destructive impact 
of the Directive on the public's right to be informed 
on matters of deep concern can only be exacerbated 
by the serious chance that a publisher who publishes a 
book not cleared by the government will be subject 
to onerous penalties, such as imposition of a construc
tive trust upon the gross proceeds of that book. To 
the extent, moreover, that the government's arsenal 
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against breaches of secrecy agreements is to include 
efforts to obtain pre-publication injunctions, we submit 
that it is constitutionally imperative that any such 
efforts be directed solely as against the employees in
volved, and not against non-contracting third parties. 

So long as the possibility of enforcement against 
publishers exists, the effect of the Directive is to place 
publishers in the wholly untenable position of choosing 
between policing compliance with the author-em
ployee's submission obligations-in order to legally 
protect themselves-or foregoing publishing works 
falling within the scope of the Directive. 

While every administration has, at one time or 
another and to varying degrees, decried its inability to 
control unauthorized leaks, no previous administration 
has gone so far in its efforts to ensure that the executive 
branch will control access to information. The reluc
tance of previous administrations to take such drastic 
action may be accounted for by the fact that, despite 
periodic laments that unauthorized disclosures endanger 
national security and/or foreign relations, no specific 
harm from such disclosures has ever actually been 
identified. In this connection, Richard K. Willard, 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General and Chairman of 
the Interdepartmental Group which issued the Report 
on which the Directive is based, was asked in an inter
view on ABC's April 29, 1983, Nightline to indicate 
how many unauthorized disclosures have caused harm 
each year. He responded that he did not know, asserting 
merely that "over the last decade [he is] sure that that 
has happened more than a handful of times.'' 

More than ten years have passed since the Pentagon 
Papers were published over the government's strenuous 
objections and despite its vigorous efforts to obtain a 
pre-publication injunction on the ground that national 
security would be harmed by their public disclosure. 
In that time, nothing has validated the government's 
alarmist claims. It is evident that nothing more serious 
than embarrassment or political discomfort has resulted 
from that disclosure. On the other hand, the publishers 
of the Pentagon Papers made a powerful and important 
contribution to the education of the American people. 

This latest effort to shroud the government's activi
ties in secrecy should be viewed with profound skepti
cism. There is no need for the Directive. Those who 
are determined to disclose information which truly may 
jeopardize the national security will not be deterred by 
this Directive. Indeed, such people are unlikely to take 
the time and trouble to write books. The broadly 
censorial impact of the Directive and the price that such 
Directive will exact on informed public debate fully 
warrants the conclusion that the Directive is alien to the 
free speech traditions of this country and both contrary 
and harmful to the First Amendment's "central" 
guarantee that "debate on public issues . . . be uninhi
bited, robust and wide-open." 
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NIF Index, 1981·82 
An index for the Newsletter on Intellectual 

Freedom covering the years 1981 and 1982 is now 
available. The price of the index is $10.00, but 
only $8.00 if a check accompanies your order. 
Orders for the index should be directed to: 

NIF Index, '81-82 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 
American Library Association 
50 E. Huron St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(Project censored . . . from page 99) 

3. End of Equal Opportunity in America?-without 
real public input, without public debate, and without 
significant media coverage, the Reagan administration 
started to dismantle the equal opportunity program in 
America in 1982. Max Benavidez, former editor of 
Equal Opportunity Forum, warned that the federal 
machinery for the protection of equal opportunity, 
from federal contract compliance to education to 
employment, was being destroyed less than 20 years 
after the initiation of civil rights mandates. 

4. Agent White-Agent White, an agricultural chemi
cal called picloram, is a powerful pesticide manu
factured and sold under the name of Tordon. Tordon 
products are so poisonous that the EPA, which registers 
more than 2,000 pesticides, classifies Tordon as one of 
37 "restricted use" pesticides which can be lawfully 
applied only by trained applicators with a special per
mit. Yet it is one of the more popular broadleaf and 
woody-brush killers used from coast to coast and it may 
be poisoning ground-water supplies. 

5. The Real Story of Central America-throughout 
1982 Central America received widespread media 
coverage, yet few Americans seem to know what is 
really happening there. The news reports, from both 
print and television, appear conflicting, confusing, and 
less than informative. Recalling the early misleading 
news coverage from Vietnam, the researchers suggest 
that the public should be given more reliable, sustained 
information on the situation and less sensational "bang
bang" coverage, as well as fewer self-serving handouts 
from the State Department. 

6. Ronald Reagan: America's Chief Censor-media 
observers charge that the Reagan administration is 
significantly reducing the amount of information avail
able to the public about the operation of the govern
ment, the economy, the environment, and public health. 
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Columbia Journalism Review accused the president of 
trying to weaken the federal Freedom of Information 
Act, saying Reagan ''has tried everything from amputa
tion to lobotomy." Journalist Anthony Lewis of the 
New York Times, cited Reagan's March 11, 1983 
executive order, dealing with leaks of classified govern
ment information, as "the most dangerous executive 
order in many years," saying its potential for censor
ship was ''dangerous to the American system of demo
cratic control over public policy." 

7. US Against the World-on December 9, 1982, 
the United Nations General Assembly voted three times 
on resolutions concerning nuclear testing. Two of the 
resolutions, both opposed by the U.S., would ban 
testing nuclear weapons but not nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes; the votes were 124 to 2 with 19 
abstentions and 114 to 4 with 26 abstentions. The third 
resolution called for a treaty outlawing all nuclear , 
blasts. It was overwhelmingly adopted by a vote of 
111 to 1 with 35 abstentions. Kenneth L. Adelman, 
Reagan's controversial choice to head the Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, defended the country's 
vote against the rest of the world saying the resolution 
would not reduce the nuclear threat. 

8. American Industrialists Traded with the Enemy
in a book titled Trading With the Enemy, investigative 
author Charles Higham charged that some of America's 
largest corporations collaborated with Nazi Germany 
not only before but during World War II. Documenting 
his claims with information gathered through the Free
dom of Information Act and from the National Ar
chives, Higham said that leading U.S. industrial and 
fmancial corporations collaborated with the Nazis 
either for monetary gain or because they were Nazi 
sympathizers hoping for a German victory. 

9. $2 Billion of Unnecessary Fertilizer-The New 
Farm, an agricultural trade journal published in 
Emmaus, Pennsylvania, ran a six-part series last year on 
how soil testing laboratories routinely over-prescribed 
fertilizers. In an agricultural experiment, test plots 
revealed that nearly all the fertilizers recommended by 
some seventy labs were totally useless. George De Vault, 
editor of The New Farm, charged that unreliable 
lab practices are causing farmers to literally waste 
about $2 billion annually on unnecessary fertilizer. 

10. Toxic Waste Firms Target Indian Reservations
Indian lands are being sought by toxic waste firms who 
want the land for "chemical residual management 
facilities,'' a trade term for toxic waste dumps. Some 
Indian tribes have been offered more than a million 
dollars to open their lands up to poisonous wastes. 
Some observers feel that it will be more difficult to 
monitor and enforce federal environmental regulations 
of waste dumps on Indian lands. 

The panel of jurors who selected the top ten stories 
were: Dr. Donna Allen, editor and publisher of Media 
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Report to Women; Ben Bagdikian, journalist and pro
fessor, Graduate School of Journalism, University of 
California, Berkeley; Noam Chomsky, professor, MIT, 
and writer on contemporary affairs; Ron Dorfman, 
editor of The Quill; Nicholas Johnson, chair, National 
Citizens Communications Lobby; Charles L. Klotzer, 
publisher, The St. Louis Journalism Review; Curtis 
D. MacDougall, journalist, educator, and author of 
Interpretative Reporting; Jessica Mitford, writer and 
lecturer; Jack Nelson, visiting scholar, Stanford Univer
sity; Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld, writer and TV host, 
producer and moderator. 

The jurors selected the ten top stories from a group 
of 25 submitted to them by researchers in a mass 
media seminar taught by Dr. Jensen at Sonoma State 
University in Rohnert Park. The 25 stories were selected 
from more than 150 nominations submitted by journal
ists, editors, edu<:4tors, and the general public. The 
fmal ranking of stories does not necessarily match the 
individual selections of the jurors. 

The other 15 under-r.eported stories of 1982 were: 
The Struggle for a Nuclear Free Pacific; Soviet's 
"Launch-On-Warning" Defense Policy; Synanon's 
Million Dollar Suit Against KGO-TV and ABC; The 
Mysterious Lyndon LaRouche and the Teamsters 
Union; Fear at Work: Job Blackmail, Labor and the 
Environment; Massachusetts Democrats Hold Soviet
Style Primary for Ted Kennedy; The Internal Revenue 
Service Tries to Censor Mother Jones; Ronald Reagan 
and the Environmental Mess; The New P AC-Men: 
Threat to Democracy; The Other "Other Face" of the 
IRA; The Press Takes the Pentagon Secrecy Pledge; 
Precedent-setting Pre-publication Slander Suit Silences 
Press; Congress Takes the Tax-Break Money and Runs; 
The Draft Report Coverup; American Artist Fights 
International Coverup. 

Sonoma State University student researchers partici
pating in the nationwide research effort were: Lisa 
Giambastiani, Mindy Lipman, John Sanderbeck, 
Beverly Saxon, Mary Tinat, Fred Whitted, and Charles 
Zoerner. 

Dr. Jensen, who originated Project Censored in 1976, 
said he is concerned about increasing timidity on the 
part of the news media to tackle some controversial 
subjects such as those cited in the research. "The threat 
of costly libel suits appears to be endangering our free 
press," he noted. Other reasons cited by Jensen for 
insufficient coverage of serious issues include President 
Reagan's failure to support an open dialogue with the 
press, advertiser pressure, increasing attacks on the 
Freedom of Information Act, and media self-censor
ship. 

Anyone interested in nominating a story for next 
year's project can send a copy of the story to Dr. Carl 
Jensen, Project Censored, SSU, Rohnert Park, CA 
94928. 
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