












































called for rather than where forcible overthrow is
advocated as general doctrine, casts doubt on the
constitutionality of the amendment. The matter is now
moot, since House and Senate conferees, bitterly dis-
puting the many ‘‘pork barrel’’ provisions, finally
agreed to strip down the measure to its essentials,
eliminating the so-called ‘‘Blitz Amendment’’ in the
process. The CWP, however, has warned that the
amendment will be reintroduced in the 97th Congress.
Reported in: First Principles, January 1981.

Miami, Florida

On March 18, Officer George Travis of the Dade
County Police was working as a security guard at
Miami-Dade Community College when he encountered
Robert Hill selling copies of the Revolutionary Worker,
the newspaper of the Revolutionary Communist Party.
Travis examined a copy to see if it advocated the
overthrow of the U.S. government and “‘if there was
violence in it.”” He decided there was, and at least one
judge agreed. Robert Hill was jailed, charged with
“‘criminal anarchy.”’ Bail was set at $5,000. Two days
later, after protests by his attorney, he was released
on his own recognizance. Florida law defines criminal
anarchy as a second-degree felony, punishable by up to
fifteen years in prison, for distribution of printed
material advocating the overthrow of the government.

Louis Jepeway, Jr., of the Miami ACLU, said it
appeared Hill had been arrested ‘‘for the outrageous
crime of distributing a newspaper. It looks unconstitu-
tional as hell.”” Hill’s attorney, Louis Beller, added,
“The basic question is freedom of speech. I may not
agree with everything said in that paper but it should
not be banned. Nowhere does it advocate the immediate
overthrow of the government.”’

It was unclear if Hill was a member of the party, but
Mark Jablons, an RCP spokesperson, said he was out-
raged by the arrest and that it showed the authorities
‘‘are afraid of us. We are going to fight this,”’ he
promised. Similar charges filed last spring against two
vendors of the Revolutionary Worker are still pending
in Atlanta. Reported in: Baltimore Sun, March 20.

Houston, Texas

Houston police officers have arrested members or
supporters of the Revolutionary Communist Party more
than 100 times in the past year, but most of the cases
were dismissed in municipal court. Seven arrests of five
RCP members, however, all based on a little-used state
statute against obstructing a passageway, have resulted
in convictions.

On January 28, an attorney for two RCP supporters
appeared in federal court to argue that such laws are
“forgotten statutes used in the suppression of un-
popular speech.”’ The statutes are too vague and too
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broad, and give police officers too much latitude in
enforcement, attorney Sarah Scott argued. Ms. Scott’s
two clients, Joe Sullivan and Wilson Pietzch, are not
among those charged. But, she said, they have been
discouraged from selling the RCP newspaper, the
Revolutionary Worker, because of the threat of jail
terms under the statute.

U.S. District Judge Woodrow Seals rejected argu-
ments by lawyers for the city of Houston, Harris
County and the state of Texas that the state courts
should have a chance to decide the law’s constitu-
tionality before federal courts rule on the matter. He
delayed ruling on the case, however, to give attorneys
time to file more arguments. Reported in: Houston
Chronicle, January 29.

evolution and creation

Little Rock, Arkansas

On March 17, Arkansas became the first state to pass
a law requiring public schools to teach two theories of
man’s beginning: evolution and creation by a supreme
being. Members of the state House of Representatives
shouted down attempts to dilute the measure and passed
it by a 69-18 vote. The bill, which applies to all public
elementary and secondary schools, had already passed
the Arkansas Senate. Governor Frank D. White, a
Republican, has stated that he will sign it into law. The
new law does not require a given textbook or lecture
to present a balanced view. But an entire course would
have to offer ‘‘balanced treatment to creation science
and evolution science.”’

‘“‘Public schools generally censor creation science and
evidence contrary to evolution,’”’ the measure reads.
Instruction in evolution alone ‘‘denies students a choice
between scientific models.’” The act limits instruction
in both theories to “‘scientific evidence’’ and says classes
or books ‘“‘must not include any religious instruction or
references to religious writings.’” Teachers are also
prohibited from singling out or criticizing a student who
expresses a preference for either theory.

As the House debated the bill, pickets paraded out-
side in support of its passage. One of their signs read,
“Creation science will promote better scientific
research, national productivity, and lower inflation.”’
Reported in: Chicago Sun-Times, March 18.

freedom of information

Washington, D.C.
The Energy Action Educational Foundation
filed suit in U.S. District Court March 4 to obtain

(Continued on page 80)
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(Censorship Dateline . . . from page 68)

Des Moines, Iowa

“The whole thing is about smoking, fighting,
drinking, and sex in the teen-age concept and I think
it would be embarrassing to the families of our
students,”” said Rolland Brownell, principal of North
High School in Des Moines, as he explained why he
had banned a student production of the hit Broadway
musical Grease, scheduled to have played North High
in February. ‘“There are certain things you just don’t do
on high school stages,’” Brownell argued. ‘‘We thought
about cutting out offensive portions, but for heaven’s
sake if we did, there wouldn’t be anything left.”
Ambrose Moses, assistant director of secondary educa-
tion, joined Brownell in denying that censorship was
involved in the cancellation. ‘“Why they chose some-
thing abhorred by the community, I don’t understand,”’
Moses said. Reported in: Washington Star, March 12.

Detroit, Michigan

The Arabs, an ethnic guide written by an Arabic-
speaking graduate student at Wayne State University
and published by the Detroit public schools as part
of the Objective Reading Program series dealing with
ethnic groups in the city, has been removed from some
city schools because of what one school official called
““factual errors’” about Israel. Seymour Gretchko,
superintendent of Region 6, which has the largest
number of Arab-American students in Detroit, which in
turn has the largest Arab-American community in the
United States, said he ordered the book withdrawn from
schools under his jurisdiction several months ago. In
addition, Marvin Greene, assistant superintendent for
curriculum, recommended the book be withdrawn from
all schools and replaced by a general guide to the
Middle East.

The removal brought protests from leaders of the
Arab community. ‘““There are ethnic literacy guides
for other groups—the Mexicans, Poles, Chaldeans, and
Armenians. Therefore, why shouldn’t there be one for
the Arabic-speaking community, which is metropolitan
Detroit’s second-largest minority?”’ declared Father
John Badeen, pastor of St. George Orthodox Church of
Detroit and chairperson of the Arab-Chaldean Social
Services Council. ‘““We have no objection to a Jewish
guide,”” he said. ‘‘But this one deals with the Arabs,
their culture, history, and contributions.”” Haifa
Fakhouri, who wrote the book as a consultant to the
school system, complained that ‘“We have not been
notified or given the courtesy to discuss objectively
any possible corrections.”’ Reported in: Detroit News,
February 2.
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Buncombe County, North Carolina

More than 1,000 county residents crowded into the
auditorium of an Asheville school February 19 when the
Buncombe County Board of Education heard testimony
from both sides in a stormy dispute surrounding policy
for the selection of classroom and library materials in
the county schools. The controversy began when a
group of Owen school district residents, led by several
fundamentalist ministers, protested current selection
policies. They have asked the board to insert into the
selection policy criteria the phrase ‘‘and morally decent
to the community.”” The group did not file protests
against specific titles, but indicated that works like
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, MacKinlay
Kantor’s Andersonville, both Pulitzer-prize winners,
and J. D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye exemplify the
kind of books which should not be selected because
they are ‘‘indecent.”

Speaking for the Owen group, Randy Stone, pastor
of Calvary Free Will Baptist Church, said, ‘“The use of
God’s name in vain, whether it be in a Pulitzer-prize
winner or a book from an adult bookstore, is offensive
to us and demands some sort of attention.’’ In response,
Fred Ohler, pastor of Warren Wilson United Presby-
terian Church asked, ‘“Why is immorality seen only as
profanity and sexuality in Steinbeck, Salinger or Kantor
and the larger issues of grinding poverty and social
misjustice, of adult hypocrisy, of war camp atrocities
never faced? To read the Bible as some folks read
The Grapes of Wrath would be like going through the
Gospels and only seeing tax collectors, winebibers and
Mary Magdalene,”” he added. Reported in: Asheville
Citizen, February 14, 18, 20.

magazines and newspapers

Vacaville, California

When new warden Hal Watts read the proposed
contents of the Christmas issue of the Vacavalley Star,
the inmate-written newspaper at the medium-security
California Medical Facility prison at Vacaville, forty
miles southwest of Sacramento, he decided that four
articles would be deleted. One was a letter to the
editor, asking inmates to join the Prisoners’ Union. It
was removed allegedly because it was considered an
advertisement. ‘‘In a house organ,”” Watts’ memo
read, ‘“‘we do not provide space for such pleadings.”’
Another was an editorial about the role of correctional
officers’ employee groups. The superintendent ‘‘does
not need you to tell him what his relationship with
employee groups should be,’’” Watts declared.
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Montreal, Canada

Penthouse International’s controversial film Caligula
opened in Montreal February 20, but only after three
minutes of the sex and violence filled saga of ancient
Rome had been removed on the order of the Quebec
provincial censor. Reported in: Variety, February 11.

Leavenworth, Kansas

The Intelligence Network, a 35-minute color docu-
mentary film which explores intelligence agency abuse,
has been banned from showing in Leavenworth Federal
Penitentiary. According to the Campaign for Political
Rights, which produced the film, a prisoner has at-
tempted in vain since last April to have the movie
screened for the prison population. Prison authorities
have responded to the request by labeling the documen-
tary ‘‘a threat to the security and orderly running of an
institution”’ and ‘‘of a subversive nature.”” ‘‘A review
of the current list of movies reveals a wide spectrum of
entertainment interests are being served,’”’ they ex-
plained. ““It is not felt that the film you request would
fit this criteria.”” Reported in: Organizing Notes,
January/February 1981.

New York, New York

By a 5-2 vote, the Committee on General Welfare of
the New York City Council passed a resolution
condemning the movie Fort Apache, the Bronx and
urging the citizens of New York to boycott the film.
Speaking for the resolution, Councilwoman Miriam
Friedlander said, ‘‘First Amendment rights have to be
tempered with certain social rights.”” Perhaps ampli-
fying on this sentiment, Conservative-Republican
Councilman Vincent Riccio, who voted with the
majority, noted that he is also disturbed about nudity
on television and is offended at the way Italians are
characterized in certain movies. ‘“There’s no control
over any of this,”” he said, ‘‘and that’s not the way it
should be.”’

In dissent, Councilwoman Ruth Messinger stressed
‘‘that erosion of the First Amendment will always work
more devastatingly against the ideas I care about and
wish to have articulated than against ideas such as
those in this film that are already too much a part of
our ‘popular’ culture. I am worried that if Government
gets involved in such erosions, it will too quickly come
to hurt our already poorly defended minority com-
munities—and unpopular ideas. It will come to limit
the rights of all of us to speak, write, and demonstrate
as we wish. I believe it is right for us as individuals
but wrong for us as a Council to take the positions
called for in this resolution.”” Reported in: Village
Voice, February 25-March 3.
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Under pressure from the campus Women’s Coalition,
the Union Cinema on the University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee campus cancelled a scheduled March
showing of the Brian DePalma thriller Dressed to Kill.
Linda Hoelzer, spokeswoman for the coalition, said
that she had not seen the film, but had read reviews
of it in feminist publications which convinced her it
would encourage violence against women. Reported in:
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Post, March 3, 5.

broadcasting

San Francisco, California

KPIX-TV, the CBS affiliate in the Bay Area, refused
to air the CBS movie A Gun in the House February 9.
The movie aired instead on independent station KTZO,
which serves as a CBS backup. A spokeswoman for
KPIX said the station declined to show the film because
it contained ‘‘two overly long, brutal, and sadistic
rape scenes.”” The movie, starring Sally Struthers, is
about a woman who is attacked by two men who invade
her home. She has a gun, and uses it, with unexpected
consequences. KPIX has declined to broadcast CBS
material before, most notably Helter Skelter, the
Charles Manson miniseries. Reported in: San Francisco
Examiner, February 10.

New York, New York

Larry Arnstein, one of four writers dismissed
in NBC'’s recent shake-up of the beleaguered Saturday
Night Live show, has charged new producer Dick
Ebersol and other NBC executives with censoring the
show’s political satire. Arnstein said the staff was told
by Ebersol that the average age of the Saturday Night
Live audience had dropped to fifteen. ‘‘Ebersol said
fifteen-year-olds are not interested in politics, so
political satire would be de-emphasized.”

According to Arnstein, much of the political material
submitted by the writers during the last weeks before
Ebersol took over was censored by the network. “On
the so-called borderline material, censorship was very
severe,”” he charged. ‘“The NBC lawyers were con-
stantly calling us in on libel and slander. For example,
we were told to lay off Jerry Falwell. And when I
wrote a bit on the Listerine commercial, it was killed
because it might offend a major sponsor, Warner-
Lambert.”’ Reported in: Variety, March 25.

Portland, Oregon

When on February 22 NBC broadcast the 1980
thriller Prom Night, in which an ax murderer runs
amuck at a high school prom, KGW-TV refused to air
it. Station program director Craig Smith explained:
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really incite possibilities. They could sit there and get
so excited they’d go out and Kkill or rape.”” Blanche
Humphreys, a member of the anti-pornography group,
Citizens for True Freedom, sought the removal of a
painting of two nude flying figures, by artist Trevor
Southey, from display in the second terminal of Salt
Lake City International Airport near the Western
Airlines counter. The picture created a stir after it was
hung in January. A Western official even appealed to
the airport to remove the painting since the company
had received threats from some customers to fly another
airline if the painting did not come down.

The complaints from Ms. Humphreys and the airline
were not shared by all who viewed the picture. Of a
group of travellers interviewed at the airport, only one
was against the painting. ‘‘I’m really disappointed,”’
said Fred Rowland, a Salt Lake resident. ‘‘With all the
fuss about it, [ thought it would be pretty bad. But it’s
just a nude couple.”’ Even Joy Beech, executive director
of Citizens for True Freedom, disassociated herself and
her organization from criticism of the artwork. ‘I don’t
consider it obscene, there’s no way it could be,”” she
said. Reported in: Salt Lake Tribune, January 30, 31;
Rocky Mountain News, January 30; Pocatello Idaho
State Journal, January 29.

etc.

San Francisco, California

The University of San Francisco has refused to allow
a national conference of women educators to meet at
its Lone Mountain campus because some of the
members of the group are openly lesbian. The univer-
sity, which was a focus of protest last fall when it
refused to recognize an organization of homosexual law
students, informed the National Women’s Studies
Association it would not permit the group to meet on
the campus in a conference which is expected to attract
2,000 women in June, 1982. The organization is made
up of educators interested in feminist education and
women’s studies, and most of its members are affiliated
with colleges and universities. According to the Associa-
tion’s conference coordinator, there is ‘‘a strong lesbian
presence’”’ within the group. A University of San
Francisco spokesperson said the school felt it could not
give formal recognition to a group with an active
lesbian component. Reported in: San Francisco
Chronicle, February 7.

Washington, D.C.

Energy Secretary James B. Edwards has ordered
12,000 copies of his department’s monthly Energy
Consumer magazine confiscated and locked in storage,
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due to complaints that it is biased against nuclear
power. About 100,000 copies had been distributed by
mail when Edwards received a complaint from Sen.
James McClure (R-Idaho), chairman of the Senate
Energy Committee. Approximately twenty additional
letters were received. The Reagan administration ‘‘has
a commitment to a definite energy policy that includes a
variety of resources,’’ a department spokesperson said.
“If we’re putting out something different from the
policy of the department, we ought to look at it. We
put a hold on the publication to review it.”’

The January issue, titled ‘‘Energy and the Environ-
ment,”’ contains articles on coal production, synthetic
fuels, nuclear and solar energy, and a piece by Sen.
Mark Hatfield (R-Oregon) on ‘‘Nuclear War: End of
the Environment.”’ It includes a national opinion poll
in which nuclear energy ranks last in favor among
seven energy sources. One exception has been made to
the distribution freeze—fifty copies were sent to
Sen. Hatfield at his request. Reported in: Philadelphia
Inquirer, March 22.

Washington, D.C.

In February, officials at the International Communi-
cations Agency attempted to censor portions of an out-
spoken magazine article by one of the former American
hostages in Iran, on grounds it did not conform to
current U.S. policy. The article, by John Graves, a
veteran ICA official who had been stationed at the
Tehran embassy, appeared in the February 26 issue of
the West German periodical Stern. Graves was highly
critical of American foreign policy. He said he con-
cluded, in imaginary conversations during his captivity,
that the underlying problem, as far as U.S. policy was
concerned, was that ‘““we do not remain true to our
ideals. Instead we identify ourselves with govern-
ments who do not share our own democratic princi-
ples.”’ ICA spokesperson Henry B. Ryan said he called
for ‘‘sizable’’ cuts from the article under regulations
proscribing active duty officers from writing material
that is ‘‘inconsistent with current foreign policy.”
Ryan would not spell out the portions he wanted
removed, but said it was clear to him that ‘‘not all
the cuts were made.”” Reported in: Washington Post,
March 6.

Annapolis, Maryland

According to the book’s publisher, Prentice-Hall, the
bookstore of the U.S. Naval Academy cancelled its
order for A Sense of Honor, by James Webb, a 1968
academy graduate and one of the most decorated
Marines of the Vietnam era, because the book is critical
of some aspects of the academy. The store denies the
charge.
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(From the Bench . . . from page 70)

At issue in the first case was a Utica, New York
store’s display of three items, described as ‘‘a pencil
with an electric cord marked ‘Polish calculator,” a
cylinder marked ‘Polish bowling ball,” and a mug with
the handle inside marked ‘Polish mug.” > The court
held by a 4-3 vote that because a store sold such
items, it did not mean the people being mocked were
‘“‘unwelcome, objectionable or not acceptable, desired
or solicited’’ at the store.

In the second case, the court upheld an order that a
restaurant owner apologize in writing, offer to reinstate
with back pay, and award $500 in damages to a
waitress whom he had denounced in obscene terms as
a ‘“‘Jewish broad.” In that case, too, three judges
dissented. One dissenter wrote: ‘‘In my view the First
Amendment permits both the right to speak and the
right to remain silent.”” Hence, the court may not
‘‘require the employer to apologize any more than it
could require that school children recite the Pledge of
Allegiance.”” Reported in: New York Times, December
24,

obscenity

Covina, California

A California appeals court has overturned the ap-
plication of an adult entertainment zoning law to a
theatre which only occasionally shows sexually oriented
movies. Operators of the Covina Cinema were
threatened with arrest for showing the softcore features
Emmanuelle and The Joys of Woman after the city
passed an ordinance banning the showing of erotic
films in certain areas. The theatre sought an injunction
against enforcement of the law, but had been turned
down by a lower court.

While the City of Covina ‘‘certainly has an important
and substantial interest in preserving the character of
its neighborhoods,”” Second District Appeals Court
Justice Rodney K. Potter wrote, he could not agree that
isolated showings of sexually explicit films will be
““/destructive of the general quality of life in the
neighborhood.’’ The criteria, he held, must be whether
a ‘‘preponderance’’ of a theatre’s ordinary bills show
activity covered under the law. Reported in: Variety,
February 11.

New York, New York

A federal judge in New York refused February 18
to stop Chemical Bank, the nation’s seventh-largest
bank, from closing sixteen individual and business
checking accounts, totalling approximately $150,000
belonging to a Times Square ‘‘porno king’’ who argued
that his First Amendment rights were being violated
by the bank’s action.
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Martin Hodas, who has been described as the
pioneer of the peep show business, told the court that
Chemical had advised him in a letter that it would
“‘terminate’’ his accounts if he did not close them
voluntarily. ‘““Unfortunately, we must ask you to make
other banking arrangements,”’ the bank wrote Hodas
January 8. ‘‘Chemical Bank’s reputation and your
business are not compatible.’’

In denying Hodas’ request for a preliminary injunc-
tion, U.S. District Court Judge Pierre N. Leval noted
that ‘‘by doing business with plaintiff, Chemical Bank
may expose itself to the risk of attracting community
disapproval on an inflammatory issue and may have a
legitimate concern that is is aiding an illegal business.”’
Reported in: Washington Post, February 21.

(IsIt Legal? . . . from page 72)

documents ‘‘presented or distributed’’ at a CIA
sponsored conference at which a document on Soviet
oil output, prepared by the Office of Economic
Research, was reviewed. The CIA refused to release
the documents, claiming they are exempt from dis-
closure under Exemption 5 (inter- and intra-agency
memoranda) of the Freedom of Information Act. The
conference, however, was attended by persons outside
the government, including a reporter from Ol and Gas
Journal. According to Edwin Rothschild, Director, the
Foundation wants the documents released so that the
public can ‘‘determine whether or not analyses the CIA
is making regarding Soviet energy developments are
reliable and adequate.”” Reported in: Access Reports,
March 18.

church and state

Lawton, Oklahoma

Two ministers, a farmer, and a college professor
filed suit March 11 in U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton seeking the removal of religious symbols from the
“Holy City’’ area of the 60,000 acre federal Wichita
Mountains Wildlife Refuge near Lawton. The 151-acre
facility is operated by the Wichita Mountains Easter
Service Association, a private group that has a 20-year
permit to hold an annual Easter Sunrise Service on the
federal land. The plaintiffs charged that having
religious symbols on the property violates the separation
of church and state guaranteed by the Constitution.
Reported in: Washington Star, March 12.

obscenity

Springfield, Illinois
A bill to ban X-rated movies on Illinois state college
campuses was reintroduced in the state legislature
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Footnotes

1. John Garvey. ““The Voice of Blume.”” Common-
weal, July 4, 1980, p. 393.

2, Naomi Decter. ‘‘Judy Blume’s Children.”” Com-
mentary, March, 1980, p. 66.

3. Bulletin of the Council on Interracial Books for
Children, May, 1977, pp. 8-10.

(In Review . . . from page 64)

and “‘science fiction.”” Only with the release of
previously classified documents under the Freedom of
Information Act in 1977, and after Medvedev had
uncovered most of the facts through the careful
examination of published Soviet scientific literature,
was it revealed that the CIA had been hiding vital
information about the disaster, obtained in part
through U-2 spy flights and other means. Here, too,
Medvedev was apparently able to discover a few mis-
takes and inadequacies and tell the spies some things
they didn’t yet know.

Medvedev comments on the culpability of Western
intelligence agencies:

Just because Western intelligence people knew about it

does not mean they would release their information. In

fact, they kept it secret for quite a few years. Intelligence
agencies are not quick to acquaint the press with the infor-
mation they receive through diverse special channels. Not
only that; the Urals disaster could not have been a desirable
subject for possibly sensational coverage in late 1957 or
early 1958. At that time there had been many news stories
in the United States about the near-disaster at the Enrico

Fermi reactor near Detroit, publicity which the government

and the AEC found extremely unpleasant. In October 1957

a reactor accident occurred at Windscale in England . . .

Under such conditions to ‘‘reveal’’ the nuclear disaster in

the USSR would have had negative repercussions, not only

(and not even mainly) against the Soviet government.

(p. 131).

Clearly Medvedev is one dissident equally uncomfor-
table with the censors in either superpower—and for
that application of the scientific spirit one can only
applaud him.—Reviewed by Henry Reichman, As-
sistant Director, Office for Intellectual Freedom.

Freedom to Read Foundation

$10.00 or more
$25.00 or more
$50.00 or more
Patrons $100.00 or more
$500.00 or more

Student members
Regular members
Sponsors

Benefactors

Members are entitled to vote in elections of trus-
tees to the Board, and to receive the FTRF NEWS
plus material pertaining to special issues.

O Check enclosed O New

Amount $ O Renew

The 1980s are here and all indications, regrettably, point to a decade of increasing attacks on free expression.
Newsletter readers know that every year, and in some locations seemingly every month, students, publishers,
librarians and booksellers must go to court to defend their freedom of expression. The Freedom to Read Foun-
dation was established in 1969 by members of the American Library Association to provide a legal defense arm
for the fight to defend and extend free expression in libraries. We believe libraries provide both the
symbol and substance of First Amendment freedoms; attacks upon libraries which seek to restrict the flow of
information and ideas are assaults upon the most fundamental constitutional rights. As censorship pressures
mount, the Foundation’s resources are increasingly taxed. Your help is needed. If you are not yet a Foundation
member, won’t you please take a few moments to fill out this membership application? Please be as generous
as you can—your own freedom may hang in the balance.

Please return to Freedom to Read Foundation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

Invite a colleague to join today.
Contributions are tax-deductible.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

82

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom







	IFNewsletter_1981_v30n3PART1
	IFNewsletter_1981_v30n3PART2
	IFNewsletter_1981_v30n3PART3

