












































television

New York, New York

CBS censors, apparently fearing that viewers tuning to
the presentation of the Tony awards would be offended by
a song from The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas,
nervously turned down the sound eleven times during the
performance of the number. References to “right between
the goalposts,” “‘I made her,” and nine other lines were
made inaudible by the network.

During the Tony rehearsal, CBS asked Whorehouse
Director Tommy Tune to cut the offending expressions
from the song. but Tune refused. Reported in: New York
Post, June 5.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and elsewhere

ABC outlets in nine cities refused in June to air a docu-
mentary, “The Shooting of Big Man: Anatomy of a
Criminal Case,” because the network refused to excise
“obscenities.” The program was canceled by stations in
Philadelphia, Houston, Dallas. San Antonio, Atlanta,
Buffalo, Jacksonville, Tulsa, and Little Rock.

Lawrence J. Pollock, general manager of the ABC station
in Philadelphia, explained the decision he made in consulta-
tion with department heads.

“We suggested two options to ABC,” Pollock said. “We
asked them to give us an edited version, deleting a four-
letter word and four uses of a twelve-letter word, or to give
us permission to bleep them ourselves. We did not get a
reply until late Thursday [for the Friday night program].
They said no.” Reported in: Philadelpliia Inquirer, June 11.

schools

Pullman, Washington

Administrators at Pullman High School and at Lincoln
Middle School censored both schools’ yearbooks in June in
order to remove supposedly offensive material. A local
spokesperson for the American Civil Liberties Union
charged that the actions violated the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Tinker decision guidelines, which bar censorship of student
expression unless it substantially threatens the achievement
of legitimate school objectives.

Lincoln Principal Pat Mooney said several pages of the
middle school’s yearbook were reprinted because the
originals contained ‘objectionable” language. Phyllis
Vettrus, the faculty adivser for the yearbook, said she
agreed with the decision to reprint the pages, explaining
that they were sent originally to the printer without her
approval.

Two pages were removed from the high school yearbook
before distribution because they showed students using
liquor, beer, and drugs. A student involved in a protest
against censorship of the pages was suspended after using
“objectionable” language when speaking to a member of
the school administration. Anotlier student was suspended
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for tearing up a copy of the yearbook at the protest demon-
stration. Reported in: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, June 8.

newspapers

Los Angeles, California and elsewhere

At least seven newspapers in California and Nevada de-
cided in July not to publish a “Doonesbury™ series
satirizing  Governor Jerry Brown's association with an
alleged organized crime figure, Sidney Korshak.

Commenting on the comic strip, Governor Brown said
“Doonesbury” creator Garry Trudeau’s allegations “have
been rehashed, and they are false and libelous and anybody
who repeats them knowingly with malice aforethought is
guilty of libel.”

William F. Thomas, Los Angeles Times editor, said his
paper decided not to carry some of the strip because “we
know from previous and extensive research that some of
the allegations cannot be substantiated.” The Universal
Press Syndicate, which distributes the strip, rejected a few
language changes which were suggested by the Timzes.

William German, managing editor of the San Francisco
Chronicle, said he found the series “hilarious.” but *“‘we
have not been able to substantiate the charges and the
syndicate has refused to permit editing.”

Don Hoenshell, editor of the Sacramento Union, said he
ran the strip and “‘we haven’t had any complaints about it.”
Reported in: Los Angeles Times, July 12.

(From the bench . .. from page 109)

presidential tapes

Washington, D.C.

In a ruling handed down in July, a federal judge
approved government plans to make former President
Richard Nixon’s White House tapes—including those played
to the Watergate trial jury—available at eleven listening
centers around the country.

In approving the release, U.S. District Court Judge
Aubrey E. Robinson Jr. rejected arguments from Nixon’s
attorney that allowing the public to hear the White House
tapes would violate the ““presidential privilege of confiden-
tiality,” Nixon’s “right to privacy,” and his “right to con-
trol the dissemination of his voice.”

Nixon’s White House tapes were made federal property
in 1974 when Congress passed the Presidential Recordings
and Materials Preservation Act. The act ordered the General
Services Administration to establish regulations and proce-
dures to govern their release to the public.

Mark Spooner, a lawyer for the Reporters Committee
for Freedom of the Press, which favors release of the tapes,
said the tapes would probably be made available in their
raw form, including the profanity that appeared as ‘‘exple-
tive deleted” when the White House released transcripts.
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Nixon’s lawyer, R. Stan Mortenson, said he would
appeal the decision. Reported in: Chicago Tribune, July 24,
25.

broadcasting

Washington, D.C.

A complaint filed against CBS under the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s fairness doctrine was dismissed
in June by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia. The appellate bench found that the complaint,
alleging that the network did not give balanced coverage to
national security issues, was too vague.

The court upheld the action of the FCC in rejecting the
American Security Council Education Foundation’s charge
against the network. The court and the FCC agreed that the
issues were too broad to require a “balanced’ presentation
of conflicting views under the doctrine.

The foundation based its charge on a year-long study of
CBS coverage of four topics: U.S. military and foreign
affairs, Soviet military and foreign affairs, Chinese military
and foreign affairs, and Vietnamese affairs.

The appellate decision, written by Judge Edward Tamm,
noted that when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
doctrine in the Red Lion case, it recognized that zealous
enforcement could lead broadcasters to reduce their cover-
age of controversial issues.

Three dissenting judges argued that ‘“‘the wagons are
being drawn around the fairness doctrine in a fashion
assured to deflect the most worrisome fairness complaints—
those . . . alleging pervasive and continuous imbalance in
the coverage of controversial matters.” Reported in:
Variety, July 4.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

A charge of “provocative and compellingly racist pro-
gramming” by radio station WDAS was rejected in July by
Arthur Ginsburg, chief of the Federal Communications
Commission’s complaints and compliance division.

In a letter to the FCC, Philadelphia City Solicitor
Sheldon Albert charged that a WDAS talk show host,
Georgie Woods, had called for blacks to arm themselves
during an interview with a state representative.

Ginsburg ruled that FCC censorship of broadcast
material is prohibited by the First Amendment and by the
federal law which established the FCC. Reported in:
Varietv, July 18.

prisoners’ rights

New Orleans, Louisiana

Because an Alabama prison regulation stipulating that
“absolutely nothing will be allowed to go from one inmate
to another in the segregation units” limits the right of a
segregated inmate to send literature about politics and
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religion to other prisoners and to receive similar communi-
cations from them, the state can be required in a legal
action to show how such a rule furthers its legitimate
interest in operating a penal program, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit declared in May.

According to the appellate bench, a bare assertion that
the regulation is an appropriate means of maintaining
security in the segregation unit was not sufficient. The state
can be required to produce specific evidence to support its
assertion and explain why the regulation should not be
modified to less severely restrict the First Amendment
rights of inmates. Reported in: West’s Federal Case News,
May 25.

obscenity

Honolulu, Hawaii

Honolulu police were ordered in May not to seize
allegedly pornographic films unless there are prior or
prompt post-seizure adversary hearings on their status
under the law. U.S. District Court Judge Stanley A. Weigel
issued a permanent injunction against the enforcement of
Hawaii’s anti-obscentiy laws, which fail to provide for the
required adversary hearings.

The injunction was requested by the owners of four
movie theaters in Honolulu. Reported in: Honolulu Star
Bulletin, May 15.

New Orleans, Louisiana

A judge does not have to view an allegedly obscene film
before issuing a warrant for its seizure, Louisiana’s highest
court ruled in May. The justices upheld a warrant issued by
New Orleans Criminal District Court Judge Rudy Becker on
the basis of two police officers’ written description of a
film.

The high court overturned the decision of the trial court
to suppress the film as illegally seized evidence. Reported
in: Baton Rouge Advocate, May 23.

Dallas, Texas

Within days of a ruling by U.S. District Court Judge
William Taylor which struck down a Dallas anti-obscenity
ordinance, members of the Dallas city council said they
would attempt to salvage the law. Mayor Robert Folsom
said he was certain the council would try to eliminate as
many “‘adult” businesses as possible in Dallas.

The ordinance, which barred theaters showing sexually
explicit fare from areas within 1,000 feet of a church,
school, park, or residential neighborhood, was so vigorously
enforced that a judge of the Dallas County Court of
Criminal Appeals estimated in May that the backlog of
cases was so large it would take twenty years to clear the
dockets.

Employees of one theater were arrested more than 250
times before Judge Taylor issued a restraining order against
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