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PACIFIC COAST STATES (A)
Anchorage, Alaska

Charles K. Mariott, formerly a teacher at Kenai Cen-
tral High School, filed suit for $750,000 against the
principal and vice-principal of the school. Mariott claims
that Principal Charles W. Griffin ordered him to remove
Dick Gregory’s Nigger from a required reading list and
became “hostile” when he refused to comply. After
being told by the school board that his contract would
not be renewed, Mariott says he resigned to avoid having
the nonrenewal on his teaching record. Reported in:
Anchorage News, December 3.

Richmond, Cal.

The school board banned educational TV station
KQED’s instructional programs from district classrooms
because three board members believe the station’s news
coverage is not balanced. After a 3-2 vote, Goy Fuller,
board president, blasted KQED’s “thoroughly biased
news coverage.” Virgil Gay, another trustee, accused
KQED of “irresponsible programming,” and said the sta-~
tion gives only one side of the question on some issues.
Reported in: San Francisco Chronicle, November 4,
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San Francisco, Cal.

Stating that “There comes a time when even the most
open-minded editors must draw the line,” the Examiner
announced: “The line we draw is against advertising in
our columns by the dispenser of depraved ‘entertainment’
offered presently in more than twogscore theaters
throughout this area.” Reported in: San Francisco Ex-
aminer, December 8.

South San Francisco, Cal.

Clark Natwick, formerly a teacher at Alta Loma
High School, was suspended for 30 days by the South
San Francisco Board of Education because he loaned
The Inner City Mother Goose to a student who asked to
borrow it. According to the Chronicle, the book was
brought home, and so infuriated the mother that she
burned it. The book is a parody of the regular Mother
Goose rhymes and includes such realities of ghetto life
as rats, roaches, and drugs in its pictures and poems.
James Lynch, representative of the school district’s
teachers union, announced the union will take the matter
to court. Lynch said the only things obscene about the
book are the conditions it portrays. He charged the real
reason Natwick is being fired is because he actively
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“I'm sure the policy will be revised, but there are some
good things in it. . . . We felt we were not doing the job
we should in the selection of books.” Reported in:
Cleveland Press, December 11.

Milwaukee, Wis.

The Freedom of Information Committee of Sigma
Delta Chi, the professional journalism society, criticized
President Nixon for lack of communication because of
his failure to hold regular press conferences. He has met
at times with selected reporters and with publishers. In
seven years, President Truman held 322 press confer-
ences. President Eisenhower held 193 in eight years.
President Kennedy had 65 in less than three years. Presi-
dent Johnson met the press in a general conference 158
times in five years. Reported in: Milwaukee Journal,
November 18.

SOUTHERN STATES (E)

Little Rock, Ark.

Local NET station KETS abruptly canceled a sched-
uled “San Francisco Rock” program to “make way for
an Arkansas classical pianist in accordance with the
station’s effort to get a better balance of performers with
more Arkansas performers shown.” However, on
further questioning, the program director, Edward
Wooten, admitted the tape came with a note indicating it
might be “objectionable’ in some communities because it
had a nude scene. Reported in: Little Rock Gazette,
December 19.

Washington, D.C.

In an unusually sharply worded brief, the Nixon ad-
ministration urged the U. S. Supreme Court to reverse
the trend “toward legitimizing broader and broader cate-
gories of sexually frank material.” The administration
called on the court to abandon its 13-year-old definition
of obscenity as material “utterly without redeeming social
importance.” It said this test of obscenity is “essentially
meaningless.” The brief was filed in a case involving the
Swedish film, Language of Love. Reported in: Balti-
more Sun, November 28.

North Miami, Fla.

City Manager Edward Connell requested that the
public library remove The Sensuous Woman from its
shelf. He said, “. . . we have to have some kind of house-
keeping rules to clean up the city. Once the book is out,
anybody can read it, 10- or 12-year-olds around the
house. We are a city, supposed to have rules.” City
attorney Martin Kahn disagreed, saying, “As far as I'm
concerned, The Sensuous Woman can stay on the shelves
until it’s worn out. We’re not going to become book
burners.” Librarian Mrs. Richard Wanner ignored the
city manager’s request. There is presently a three- to
four-month waiting list for the book. Reported in:
Miami Herald, January 5.
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Tallahassee, Fla.

The sheriff’s office, local police, and school officials
are attempting to confiscate all copies and trace publish-
ers of three underground papers — Amazing Grace,
Black and Aware, and The First Edition — being distri-
buted on high school grounds. Administrative Assistant
Cecil Hartsfield believes the publications are at the root
of recent student racial strife due to their “inflammatory
nature.” To varying degrees, the three papers criticize
school officials, city administrators, and other institu-
tions. The papers are described as “preaching rebellion
and revolution to high school students.” Reported in:
Tallahassee Democrat, December 15.

Aflanta, Ga.

At a special meeting of the State Board of Regents
and State Board of Education members, then-Governor
Lester Maddox called on education leaders to “crack
down on books which he said promote the use of drugs,
sexual immorality, socialism and communism.” He re-
ceived pledges of support, with regent James Carmichael
saying, “The best way to impress them is to say you don’t
get any money until you do away with the damned
things.” Among the materials Maddox criticized were A
New History of the U. §., which carries essays by W. E.
B. DuBois, whom Maddox termed a communist; John
Kenneth Galbraith, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Stokley Carmichael, whom Maddox collectively criti-
cized; Black Like Me, a book referred to by Maddox as
about a white man who lived for a while disguised as a
Negro, and “is filthy, nasty bunk and has interracial sex
but is required reading in a North Georgia school”; the
Weekly Reader, which Maddox criticized because it had
an article suggesting that the national anthem be changed.
He also criticized some college newspapers. Reported
in: Atlanta Journal, November 18.

Atlanta, Ga.

“Enraged” by advertisements promoting abortions
and contraceptive devices, University Regent Roy V.
Harris urged his colleagues to cut off funds to the Uni-~
versity of Georgia student newspaper, The Red and the
Black. He said, “I don’t think we, who are operating an
educational institution, ought to be a party to dissemina-
tion of smut and filth.” Red and Black Editor Steve Ste-
wart said he felt justified in running the ads because he
believes they will help eliminate unwanted pregnancies
and stem “‘a fantastic population explosion.” The abor-
tion ad was placed by Women’s Pavilion of New York.
The other ad offers a “sampler” of male contraceptives
from Chapel Hill, N. C. The ads were approved by the
National Educational Advertising Service. Reported in:
Atlanta Constitution, December 10.

Rocky Mount, N.C.

Two junior high school literature textbooks, New
Worlds in Literature and Voices in Literature, were re-
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offices and vowed to remain until the station was back
on the air. Steve Post, host and producer of a program
on radio station WBAI-FM, was discharged from his
$13,000-a-year job as director of WCWP. Mates said
that an intensive study of the station “has revealed seri-
ous flaws, largely broadcast through the lack of other
guidance and guidelines.” Dr. Daniel Scanlan, chairman
of the Theater Arts Department, said he thought Federal
Communications Commission regulations prohibiting ob-
scenities had been breached. He said, however, that no
notice had been received from the FCC and there was
only a “hunch” that the agency might object. Reported
in: New York Times, December 1.

New York, N.Y.

The 1,500-member New York City Local of the
Motjon Picture Projectionists Union threatened to stop
running X-rated or unrated films unless theater owners
agree to eliminate outside displays depicting sexual ac-
tivity. The union also demanded that the owners join in
lobbying against prosecution of projectionists. About
65 percent of the city’s theater owners signed such agree-
ments, said Steve D’Incillo, the local’s president, who
added that he expects the rest of the owners to agree
soon. “We are unalterably opposed to censorship, but
we are also unalterably opposed to all this degenerated
and degraded material.” Eight of the local’s members
were arrested in recent weeks when police raided thea-
ters. Reported in: Washington Wall Street Journal,
Eastern Edition, December 10.

Troy, N.Y.

A group of about fifty citizens demanded that the
Averill Park School Board order an end to use of several
books in some high schools. The books included Catcher
In The Rye, by J. D. Salinger, Soul On Ice, by Eldridge
Cleaver, Midnight Cowboy, by Leo Herliky, and The
Godfather, by Mario Puzzo. Mrs. Mary Jane Eaton,
board president, said the board will not act until it re-
ceives a report from a committee studying a policy rec-
ommendation concerning the selection of instructional
materials. Reported in: Troy Times Record, November
27.

White Plains, N.Y.

The board of education made public its revised state-
ment concerning distribution of certain materials on
school property. The policy reads: “The board of edu-
cation specifically bans from board-owned property any
materials, visual or audiovisual, which a reasonable man
would deem to be obscene or libelous according to cur-
rent legal standards, or which incite or provoke disre-
gard of the law or school regulations so as to create a
clear and present danger to the persons and property
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under the jurisdiction of this school district.” Joseph
Conason, a White Plains High School student and editor
of the underground Paper Workshop, was suspended
from school for a day in November for distributing Paper
Workshop on campus without school permission. Com-
menting on the revised policy, Conason said, “I don’t
like it at all.” Reported in: White Plains Reporter Dis-
patch, December 15.

Philadelphia, Pa.

About 100 Edison High School students broke win-
dows and doors on December 18 to protest the school’s
refusal to permit the showing of a North Vietnamese
revolutionary movie, People’s War. School Principal
Albert Glassman dismissed classes but was unable to
address students because an amplifying system, stolen
during a September teachers’ strike, had not been re-
placed. Reported in: Philadelphia Inquirer, December
19.

Pittsburgh, Pa.

A national teachers conference on Negro history
urged U. S. schools to “discard or boycott” textbooks
that neglect or distort the role of “Afro-Americans” in
chronicling American society. The assembly of 1,300
members of the AFL-CIO American Federation of
Teachers also called on the AFT’s 650 locals to nego-
tiate contracts that insist on instruction in “Afro-Ameri-
can history in all classrooms” from kindergarten up.
Another proposal adopted by the delegates calls for
universal substitution of the term “Afro-American” or
“African-American” for “the slavery-imposed name”
‘Negro’ in referring to Americans of African descent.
Experts on Negro history told the conference that until
recently most textbooks have helped keep “. . . white
supremacy alive by dismissing Negroes as innately in-
ferior and by distorting the Negro heritage.” One point
raised was that most textbooks deal with the Negro’s
slave heritage but fail to touch on his earlier “freedom
heritage” in Africa. Reported in: Pittsburgh Courier,
December 19.

Providence, R.L

At Schituate High School, an eight-week course en-
titled, “The Black in America,” was suspended when par-
ents criticized “objectionable” passages including sex
and profanity in two books: Black Boy and The Learn-
ing Tree. Ata November 11 school committee meeting,
the chairman, Carlton H. Merrill, told 300 persons that
the committee did not suspend the course to censor or
ban books. He said the English Department added the
black-literature course and the books to the curriculum
without consulting the school committee, which, by law,
is responsible for any changes in curriculum. He said the
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issue is an unauthorized change, not censorship. Two
Schituate students challenged parents to debate the merits
of the course. They said Schituate residents who com-
plained about the books “are using the charges of vul-
garity to hide behind their racial prejudices and their
general distaste for the blacks. The townspeople are
using the vulgarity as an excuse to prevent any form of
expository literature.” They also said the refusal of the
townspeople to make themselves aware of the plight of
their fellow human beings is appalling. Reported in:
Providence Journal, November 19.

Correction

Haig Bosmajian, editor of Free Speech, has
pointed out that the quote on page 26 of the Janu-
ary Newsletter sounds much more like Milton than
Mill. The correct quote from Milton’s Areopagitica
is, “Let her [Truth] and Falsehood grapple; who
ever knew Truth put to the worse in a free and open
encounter?”

Hodgin Suit Under Study

On December 9, the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals
took under advisement a plea from T. Ellis Hodgin, a
former Martinsville, Virginia, city librarian, to restore
him to the job he lost while winning a religious liberties
suit.

Hodgin contends that City Manager Thomas Noland
dismissed him in July 1969 because he became involved
in a suit challenging the constitutionality of the city
school system’s part-time religious education program.
Noland denied the charge. At the December 9 hearing,
Jackson L. Kiser, Noland’s lawyer, said Hodgin was
asked to resign because of improper budgetary practices.

Noland asked for Hodgin’s resignation four days
after the filing of the religious liberties suit in the federal
court of Danville. Hodgin was one of the three plaintiffs.
Hodgin refused to resign and was dismissed by Noland,
according to federal court records.

Chief Judge Clement F. Haynsworth, Jr., remarked
at the opening of yesterday’s hearing that, if it can be
proved that Hodgin was dismissed for participating in
the religious liberties suit, he is entitled to be reinstated
in his former job.

Robert P. Dwoskin, counsel for Hodgin, contended
that his client was entitled to, but did not receive, advance
notice of the intention to dismiss him, a list of reasons for
the dismissal, and an opportunity to rebut the charges.

The city manager’s lawyer told the appellate court
that Hodgin knew why he was being dismissed. He said
Hodgin overspent his budget for book supplies in order
to build up the library. Payment for the books was being
made in the following fiscal year.

Dwoskin said that the city was aware of Hodgin’s
practices but made no effort to correct them.

The religious education suit involved the teaching of
religion in the Martinsville public schools. Attendance
was voluntary. U. S. District Judge Ted Dalton declared
in May that the Martinsville plan was unconstitutional.
Reported in: Richmond Times-Dispatch, December 10.

[On July 1, 1970, Mr. Hodgin was awarded $500 by the
Freedom to Read Foundation “for hardship suffered in
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his defense of freedom of speech as a result of which he
lost his position as a librarian. Inasmuch as it is the ob-
ligation of the librarian to protect free speech and a free
press through his work as a librarian, it is then particu-
larly appropriate that, when he is deprived of his job
because of his own exercise of free speech, the Freedom
to Read Foundation assist him in his defense of his
freedom.” Ed.]

MLA-IFC PROTESTS
Ann Webb

[Ann Webb is chairman, Intellectual Freedom Commit-
tee of the Missouri Library Association.]

The following letter appeared in the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch “Letters from the People” column, December
28, 1970. It was written to protest a petition drive to rid
St. Louis of “filthy pictures and pornography.”

Dear Sirs:

Mrs. Billie Lasker’s “filthy pictures and pornog-
raphy” petition (Post-Dispatch, December 17) is a per-
fect example of attempted censorship.

To the many people concerned about the corrupting
influence of “filthy” movies, I wish to point out: (1) No
one attends such movies under duress. (2) Children do
not wander into “pornographic” movies unless they have
considerable freedom of movement, pocket money, and
little parental supervision. (3) Girls do not become
pregnant from seeing movies but from participating in
sexual intercourse. (4) The decision to produce such
movies is made on the basis of the financial success of
previous films. The best way to break this cycle is to
stay away from X-rated films.

Personal freedom is vital to democracv, and freedom
is a dangerous commodity unless those who have it use
it wisely. Attending X-rated films in order to be shocked
is a case in point. At the same time, freedom is a very
fragile thing which can be preserved only by treasuring
it, not by lopping off parts of it. Anyone who values
democracy will insist on the right to decide what movies
he will or will not see, rather than handing over that
right to Congress or to someone who stands on a side-
walk.

Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom
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Viewpoint:
On Being Loyal
W.S. Merwin

[The following is a statement made by Mr. Merwin be-
fore reading his poems at the State University of New
York at Buffalo on October 14, 1970.]

I must ask your forbearance for not following that intro-
duction at once with poems, as I had expected to do, and
would have preferred to do. There are a few things that
I feel I have to say first.

I was invited here last August, to spend the best part
of three days, give a reading of my poems, and talk with
students twice in some manner that might be construed
as lecturing them. I did not know, when I accepted, that
there was a string attached. I must say at once that the
members of the faculty here who invited me were un-
aware of this string when they did so, that they told me
about it at once, and with shame, when they discovered
it a couple of weeks ago, and that they have since tried
their best to disentangle it. It was not until a few hours
ago that it became clear that the string was inseparable
from the pocketbook.

This was the form of it. When I came here I would
be asked to sign the following, pursuant to Section 3002,
Education Law of the State of New York, as amended:

I do hereby pledge and declare that I will support the
Constitution of the United States, and the Constitu-
tion of the State of New York, and that I will faith-
fully discharge the duties of the position of ............
(in my case, I understand, the wording here would
be “visiting lecturer”) according to the best of my
ability.

Words have something essential to do with my having
been asked here in the first place — but not this kind of
language. I suppose I understand the purpose of the de-
mand for such pledging and declaring. I mean, I cannot
imagine what other purpose it can have than to serve as a
trap for such teachers as might be tempted to voice poli-
tical views unwelcome to those currently in positions of
political power, at least while the teachers are within the
walls of what are probably still the freest institutions of
our society. (I mean, in case anyone wonders what in-
stitutions I am referring to, the universities — even the
state universities. )

I have not asked who else may have signed this state-
ment nor for what reasons. That is none of my business.
Others perhaps stand to lose things of real value to them
by refusing to sign. As for me, I was told that it could be
made easy for me; that I might append to my signature
my reservations, whatever they might be. But I saw no
reason why I should be thus maneuvered into rendering
my signature meaningless for that is what it would have
come to — for the sake of money. In my own case, if I
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did not sign I could not be fired. I would merely not
be paid the money that I had been offered when I was
invited to come here. The money is Caesar’s, and those
are Caesar’s terms. It seemed to me that I had no choice:
and I will not sign this thing. I believe I owe those who
framed this condition no explanation for my refusal. I
am not sure that they would understand one. I am not
sure, to tell the truth, that I can fully explain my refusal
to anyone, but I want to take this occasion to try to set
down a few of my reasons, not for them, nor for anyone
who may have been paid to sit here tonight, but for us.
Well, yes, for them too; for all of us. I hope you will
bear with me if my reasons, as I try to formulate them,
seem to you — as Thomas Jefferson put it — self-evident.

And at the head of my own hurried and necessarily
incomplete statement I would like to quote (correctly, I
hope, because I’'m doing it from memory) a question
which I think must be described as rhetorical, from the
Stoic Epictetus:

Can the soldier’s oath be compared to ours? For
they have sworn to obey Caesar before everything,
but we to respect ourselves first of all.

Let me deal first with a few minor quibbles. Legal
language presumably has a precision of its own, perhaps
even when it sounds — as it does here — to mean not, but
blunder round about a meaning. What are these duties
of a visiting lecturer which I am to discharge faithfully,
in the opinion of heaven knows who among the politicians
of this sovereign state? I asked no favor of them, and I
am not grateful to them for being put in a position in
which it might appear as though I had. I was asked to
come here. It seems to me that I am, at the moment,
faithfully discharging my duty in addressing anyone, in-
cluding myself: I am trying, in a given situation, to tell
the truth. As for the reading or speaking of my poems,
Iwill not be accountable to these faceless worthies on that
subject for the sake of money, even though it were more
money than they can pretend to command.

Next, the signer pledges himself to “support” these
two constitutions. I take the provision seriously — per-
haps more seriously than the framer of the oath. And I
have to confess, for one thing, that I am not at the mo-
ment deeply conversant with the constitution of the
State of New York, and would scarcely have had time to
study it properly between being told the conditions under
which I might be paid, and this evening. I have a longer
acquaintance — of an amateur sort — with the Consti-
tution of the United States. It is one of the many sub-
jects that we are frequently told should be left to profes-
sionals to interpret — unless it’s a question of swearing
to support it, despite the limitations of our private un-
derstanding.

Speaking from my own limitations, I cannot believe
that the framers of the Constitution of the United States
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PACIFIC COAST STATES (A)

Los Angeles, Cal.

Superior Court Judge Robert H. Patton ruled that
Miss Leslie Hoag, a Valley College English teacher fired
last year for reading the poem “Jehovah’s Child” in class,
must be reinstated. Judge Patton found no evidence that
Miss Hoag “had any lewd or erotic purpose in mind”
when she read and distributed the poem. He said it was
“simply preposterous” to suppose the students, all over
18, could have been “morally” harmed. Last August,
in a similar case, Judge Patton ordered reintsatement of
Mrs. Deena Metzger, author of the poem. Neither Miss
Hoag nor Mrs. Metzger have returned to their jobs, and
trustees say they will appeal Judge Patton’s decisions.
Reported in: Los Angeles Times, December 5.

San Francisco, Cal.

Superior Court Judge Edmund M. Moor, in a case
involving the denial of a permit to Expo ’69, a porno-
graphic movie theater, ordered the Board of Permit Ap-
peals to rescind an earlier decision denying the permit.
Expo ’69 is one of seven theaters deprived of operating
permits at the behest of the San Francisco Citizens Com-
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mittee for Social Order. The board, the Judge said, had
“committed a prejudicial abuse of discretion.” Reported
in: San Francisco Chronicle, November 24.

Honoluly, Hawaii

Circuit Court Judge Yasutaka Fukushima ruled that
Hawaii’s 101-year-old obscenity law is unconstitutional
because it is “vague and patently defective.” Judge
Fukushima said that the movie Sex Marathon can con-
tinue to be shown at the Risque Theater. The decision
resulted from the city prosecuting attorney’s request that
a restraining order against exhibition of the movie be
granted. Judge Fukushima questioned the claim that
people would suffer “irreparable damage” if the movie
continued to be shown. He said “What is the damage?
You don’t have to go look at it. You have a choice.”
Reported in: Philadelphia Inquirer, December 3.

Portland, Ore.

A federal panel composed of Judges Alfred T. Good-
win, Walter Ely, and Robert C. Belloni declared Oregon’s
law against disseminating obscene materials unconstitu-
tional in light of recent U. S. Supreme Court decisions.
The panel said the law is “overbroad in that it makes it
possible for industrious censors to prosecute for activity
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Terre Haute, Ind.

Judge Paul M. Messick found Mrs. Dorothy Swiger,
manager of the Village Cinema Theater, guilty of ex-
hibiting an obscene and indecent motion picture, Carney
Girl. Mrs. Swiger was indicted on the charge last July
after a probable cause hearing was conducted on a com-
plaint by a local clergyman. She faces similar charges
on the film Country Girl. Reported in: Terre Haute
Star, December 8.

St. Louis, Mo,

St. Louis County Circuit Judge Drew Luten, Jr.,
denied a motion to prohibit the sale of Jerry Rubin’s
Do It! in St. Louis County. In denying the injunction,
Judge Luten said recent decisions on obscenity were too
vague to find Do It! obscene “within the meaning of
Missouri statutes.” Luten dismissed the case “without
prejudice,” and said it can be refiled if outcomes of cases
pending before the U. S. Supreme Court make another
suit pertinent. The St. Louis County prosecutor brought
the suit against a bookseller who operates three book-
stores in the county, in an attempt to have the court de-
clare the book obscene instead of leaving that judgment
to police officers. Reported in: St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
November 14.

St. Louis, Mo.

Louis J. DiCarlo, manager of the Apollo Art Theater,
was fined $250 and costs by City Judge George W. Cade
after pleading guilty to a charge of exhibiting obscene
matter. DiCarlo, 23 years old, was arrested by vice
squad detectives in August for showing the movie Man
and Wife, portraying intimate bedroom scenes and ad-
vertised as sex education. Reported in: St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, November 29.

Cleveland, Ohio

Common Pleas Judge George McMonagle granted
an injunction to-ban showing of the movie He and She.
The judge granted the injunction after seeing excerpts
from the film and hearing testimony from an East Cleve-
land policeman stating sex crimes in that suburb had in-
creased during the seven-week showing of the movie.
The theater’s attorney alleges the seizure was illegal and
that Ohio’s obscenity law is unconstitutional because it
defines as obscene certain publications that the U.S.
Supreme Court has ruled not obscene. Reported in:
Cleveland Press, December 31.

Madison, Wis.

Federal Judge James E. Doyle ruled that the govern-
ment cannot prohibit the use of obscene materials nor
prevent obscene plays, dances, or performances, unless
the materials expose children to obscenity or insult “the
sensibilities of unwilling adults.” Judge Doyle handed
down the decisions in three cases, two involving the
Dangle Lounge, Madison, and one involving New York
City distributors accused of transporting obscene maga-

March, 1971

zines to Wausau, Wis. Judge Doyle cited the U. S. Su-
preme Court case of Stanley v. Georgia in his ruling. He
said that a Madison ordinance concerning distribution
and exhibition of obscene materials is clearly overbroad
because it makes it unlawful to participate in an obscene
dance any place or time, under any circumstances, in-
cluding one’s own home. Reported in: Milwaukee Jour-
nal, November 25.

SOUTHERN STATES (E)

Washington, D.C.

The U. S. Supreme Court upheld the reversal of con-
victions in two obscenity cases. In a Massachusetts case
involving two booksellers, Joseph Hunt and Joseph Pali-
dino, Jr., the court voted 5-3, without written opinion,
that no photograph of the female anatomy can be held
obscene, regardless of the pose, so long as it does not
portray sexual activity. In a case involving the convic-
tion of a California stag movie seller for distributing a
film depicting female masturbation, the court voted 4-4
to affirm the reversal of the conviction of William Pinkus
on the ground the film was protected by the First Amend-
ment. Justice William O. Douglas abstained from voting
in the Pinkus case without expressed reason. Reported
in: Boston Globe, November 24.

Atlanta, Ga,

Fulton County Superior Court Judge Claude Shaw,
in a case involving the movie How To Succeed With
Girls, declared the film not obscene under the law. “It’s
the only one out of a large number I've had that I’ve not
declared obscene,” said Judge Shaw, “. . . but I'm not a
censor, and I've got to gauge these things according to
law. Unless they’re utterly without redeeming social
value, I've got to let them pass.” He added, “I found
the picture personally obnoxious and very distasteful,
but, weighing it against the First Amendment and the
trend of the U. S. Supreme Court decisions, I was pre-
pared to hold that it was not violative of the obscenity
law.” Reported in: Atanta Constitution, December 3.

Frankfort, Ky.

The Kentucky Court of Appeals ruled that a reporter
should have told a grand jury the identities of two persons
he saw making hashish, an illegal drug. Ina 5-1 decision,
the state’s highest tribunal ruled that Paul Branzburg of
the Louisville Courier Journal was not covered by a
statute which allows newsmen to protect sources of in-
formation when he wrote a story last year describing the
process for making “hash.” Roy Vance, Ir., appellate
commissioner, said “The reporter was not asked to reveal
the identity of any such informant, and his privilege from
making that disclosure is not in question. He was asked
to disclose the identity of persons seen by him in the per-
petration of a crime and he refused. . . .” Judge Edward
Hill, dissenting from the majority opinion, said “The
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NORTH ATLANTIC STATES (F)

Hartford, Conn.

Federal District Court Judge T. Emmet Clarie re-
fused to grant the Rev. Daniel Berrigan and the Rev.
Philip F. Berrigan the right to send their writings and
tape-recorded sermons outside the Federal Correctional
Institution in Danbury. Judge Claire also refused to con-
sider the suit as a class action in behalf of all 21,000
federal prisoners. “The prisoners have not made a bona-
fide attempt to submit a manuscript for approval under
the existing Bureau of Prison rules,” Judge Clarie said.
The Berrigans are serving sentences for destroying Selec-
tive Service records in Maryland. Rev. Philip Berrigan
has been indicted on charges of conspiring to kidnap a
presidential adviser and blow up heating ducts connect-
ing government buildings in Washington. Reported in:
New York Times, January 24.

Wilmington, Del.

A federal panel composed of Judges Edwin Steele,
Jr., Caleb M. Wright, and Collins J. Seitz ordered the
return of 360 magazines seized from a Newcastle Farm-
ers Market dealer by county police who claimed the pub-
lications were “obscene.” The dealer, Jerry Rosen, pro-
prietor of The Bookshop, was arrested September 20 and
charged with selling obscene literature. Judge Steele,
author of the opinion, held that because a search warrant
was issued and executed without any “prior determina-
tion in an adversary proceeding that the seized materials
were obscene,” the “widespread seizure” violated Rosen’s
right to due process of law under the Fourth Amend-
ment. Steele said the warrant, in directing seizure of
“other material obscene” also violated the Fourth
Amendment requirement that things to be seized must
be particularly described in a search warrant. Reported
in: Wilmington Journal, November 3.

Boston, Mass.

The Massachusetts Supreme Court reversed the con-
viction of a Lawrence bookstore operator for selling
“girlie” magazines. Under recent U. S. Supreme Court
rulings, pictures of nudes in suggestive poses are not
legally obscene, the state court said. “So long as these
decisions stand we have no choice but to follow them,”
the court noted, but emphasized that it did not agree
with the U. S. Supreme Court on the subject. Reported
in: Boston Herald-Traveler, October 30.

Lawrence, Mass.

The U.S. Court of Appeals refused to grant any
further delay in reinstating Roger Mailloux, an English
teacher suspended in October. (See January Newslerter
for details of case.) The order to reinstate was issued by
Federal Court Judge Charles E. Wyzanski, Jr., on De-
cember 21. Reported in: Boston Globe, January 7.
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Bergen County, N.J.

Matthew Pollon, president of RKO-Stanley Warner
Theater, Inc., and Martin Perlberg, vice president, were
indicted by a Bergen County grand jury on charges of
obscenity in connection with the distribution of the movie
He and She. The film features a nude couple demon-
strating sex techniques. Reported in: New York News,
November 26.

New York, N.Y.

A federal panel composed of Judges J. Edward Lum-
bard, Sterry R. Waterman, and Robert P. Anderson
ruled that a state law prohibiting the display of words or
symbols on the U. S. flag is unconstitutional. The de-
cision grew out of an attempt by Nassau County District
Attorney William Cahn to prosecute a Long Island group
for distributing buttons featuring a peace symbol im-
posed on a representation of the flag. The court’s de-
cision said the disputed section of the New York law,
making it a misdemeanor to display any word, design,
or advertisement on any flag, standard, or ensign of the
U. S, is too broad because it prohibits activities pro-
tected by the First Amendment. The court contends that
the law could prohibit all kinds of buttons and posters
used for years in election campaigns and patriotic move-
ments. “It permits only that expression which local offi-
cials will tolerate; for example, it permits local officials
to prosecute peace demonstrators but to allow ‘patriotic’
organizations and political candidates to go unprose-
cuted.” Reported in: New York Times, December 25.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Common Pleas Judge Bernard J. Kelley ruled against
four former Franklin High School students who contend
their constitutional rights were violated when they were
suspended and subsequently transferred to other schools
after distributing leaflets describing Franklin’s principal
as a “boot licker.” Judge Kelley, declaring that the
school administration acted within its legal authority,
based his opinion on the fact that the leaflets were partly
responsible for precipitating widespread disruption at the
school on October 27, causing early dismissal and de-
ployment of police. He said, “Freedom of speech . . .
may be exercised to its fullest potential on school prem-
ises so long as it does not unreasonably interfere with
the normal school activities.” Reported in: Philadelphia
Inquirer, January 8.

13

. . altogether too often in the course of his-~
tory the burning of books has been a ritualistic
preliminary to the burning of people.”

— Anthony Hecht [professor
of rhetoric and poetry and recipient of the 1968
Pulitzer Prize for Poetry] in an address on “Smut”
to the Friends of the Rochester Public Library
(Rochester Review, Summer 1970).
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Claiming that the picture “reinforces prejudices and mis-
conceptions learned outside the school environment, and
destroys the conscientious efforts of socially concerned
teachers and librarians to guide children toward becom-
ing objective and just citizens,” the elementary school
library staftf of Palo Alto, Cal., Unified School District
voted to remove the book from the shelves.

Between September and December, challenges to
Sylvester . . . were made in many parts of the country.
The ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom and the Chil-
dren’s Services Division received requests for informa-
tion and assistance from libraries in Maryland, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Kansas, South Carolina, Wyoming, and
llinois. Besides Lincoln and Palo Alto, it was reported
that the book was removed ‘“for re-evaluation” in Tole-
do, Ohio, and East Alton and Woodriver, Illinois. Li-
braries in Prince George’s County and Wicomico Coun-
ty, Md., however, courageously retained Sylvester. . . .

The mushrooming campaign against Sylvester . . .
received greater impetus when the picture came to the
attention of national police associations. According to
the Washington Star, the International Conference of
Police Associations (ICOPA), claiming to represent
150,000 law-enforcement officers, said in a letter dated
November 12, 1970, *“. .. no wonder that the children
and some adults have no respect for the law enforcement
officer . . . we demand that this book be removed” from
school libraries.

Sylvester . . . was also discussed by the ICOPA execu-
tive board at a meeting in December. On December
28, Victor J. Witt, Secretary-Treasurer of the Illinois
Police Association, sent letters to all Illinois law-enforce-
ment officers, urging them to “Please check your grade
school libraries and public library to see if this book is
there. If it is, ask them to remove it, and if they do not,
please go to your local press. I am sure they are in favor
of proper recognition of the police officer. . . . Liberty
and Democracy without controls are chaos. You repre-
sent this Liberty, this Democracy and supply the con-
trols.”

As a direct result of Mr. Witt’s letter, the Office for
Intellectual Freedom was inundated by calls and letters
from Illinois librarians asking for help. A packet of ma-
terials was compiled and sent out to every library report-
ing a problem with Sylvester. . . . Follow-up reports were
encouraging. Almost all librarians who received the
materials advised the office that, when law enforcement
officers in their communities were shown the book, they
agreed the entire furor was unnecessary. Consequently,
the book remained in most of the Illinois libraries where
it had been challenged.

At Midwinter Meeting in Los Angeles, on January
20, the Intellectual Freedom Committee discussed the
Sylvester . . . problem. At the invitation of the commit-
tee, two representatives from Simon and Schuster, two
members of the ICOPA executive board, and Daniel
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Melcher, representing the Randolph J. Caldecott Medal,
attended the meeting and participated in the discussion.

Sgt. John Fleming, a member of the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Office and the Los Angeles County Pro-
fessional Peace Officers Association, and Robert Wood,
president of the L.os Angeles Fire and Police Protective
League, represented the ICOPA executive board. Both
men displayed an intelligent and good-humored ap-
proach to Sylvester. . . . They explained that their con-
cern about the term “pig” was in reference to its use by
“radical” organizations whose intent was to equate police
with long, sharp-tusked boars, usually pictured with
blood dripping from their mouths. Both men, however,
emphasized the fact that they were expressing only their
personal opinions and could not speak for the member-
ship of ICOPA.

Mr. Wood invited representatives of ALA to meet
with ICOPA in Los Angeles during its next conference in
July, 1971. At that time, the Sylvester . . . matter will
come before the ICOPA executive board and, possibly,
the membership.

Mr. Wood also displayed tie tacks, cuft links, and
other items depicting pigs and used to promote the “Pigs
are Beautiful” slogan. He explained that “Pigs” in this
context stands for “People In Government Service.”
Prior to leaving the meeting, Mr. Wood gave sets of the
jewelry to David K. Berninghausen, chairman of the
Intellectual Freedom Committee, and Mrs. Judith F.
Krug, director of the Office for Intellectual Freedom,
thus making them “Honorary Pigs.”

The Intellectual Freedom Committee took no action
on the Sylvester . . . matter but accepted the invitation to
send a representative to the ICOPA meeting in July.
The general consensus was that, if policemen all over
the country displayed the sane approach of Mr. Wood
and Sgt. Fleming, concern about the policemen’s image
would be unnecessary.

In the meantime, the Office for Intellectual Freedom
continues to collect and distribute materials about Syl-
vester . . . and will be happy to provide them to any
library upon request. JAH

Chain Reactions

United Press International has adopted a policy of
cautioning editors on the use of items concerning bomb
scares and threats of airplane hijacking. Each separate
story is moved on the wire with the warning: “Editors:
for use at your discretion.” This procedure, UPI ex-
plained, is based on “frank recognition of the uncom-
fortable proposition that there is a chain reaction aspect
to those outrages and that publicity to one very likely in-
spires others.” Reported in: Editor & Publisher,
October 24.
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Is It Legal?

A

PACIFIC COAST STATES (A)

San Francisco, Cal.

Police Chief Alfred Nelder asked the board of su-
pervisors to devise a law he can use to “crack down on
sex movies.” He asked for an ordinance that would
authorize the police department to keep theaters out of
business if police officials decide the “character” of their
operation is unsatisfactory. Reported in: San Francisco
Chronicle, December 11.

San Francisco, Cal.

A grand jury implored the board of supervisors and
the state legislature to enact laws forbidding public dis-
plays of obscene and pornographic materials. “The ma-
jority of the jury still abhors the existing permissiveness,”
the issued report said. Reported in: Oakland Tribune,
December 11.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES (B)
Las Vegas, Nev.

A land-use ordinance aimed at stopping pornographic
bookstores and obscene movies was approved by the
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Clark County Planning Commission and will go before
the entire county commission for final passage. Reported
in: Las Vegas Sun, December 10.

North Las Vegas, Nev.

The Republican Club, at its monthly membership
meeting, passed a resolution requesting the state legisla-
ture to allow local governments to establish community
standards on the regulation of obscenity and pornog-
raphy. Explaining the intent of the resolution, Ernie
Konnyu, immediate past president, said, “There are
many of us concerned with the direction of morality in
this country. We are deeply disturbed that the U.S.
Supreme Court has not given strong leadership in the
areas of obscenity and pornography. However, the court
did declare that local community standards, not in con-
flict with freedom of press or speech, should be the basis
for determining obscenity and pornography. This is the
area to be legally explored if we are to have a lawful
resolution of this disturbing problem.” The resolution
asked the legislature to “enact statutes which grant local
governments the right to establish standards regulating
obscenity and pornography in accordance with the wishes
of the citizens.” Reported in: North Las Vegas Valley
Times, November 26.
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Salt Lake City, Utah

The Salt Lake Public Library Board assigned its
Operations Committee, headed by Alma Boyce, to rec-
ommend a policy regarding the request of a saleswoman
for access to reading records in her search for potential
customers for her self-improvement materials. Mrs.
Boyce has asked the city attorney’s office to rule on
whether reading lists are matters for public record. The
decision will determine whether Salt Lake library patrons
reading records become a matter of public inspection.
Reported in: Horsefeathers, November.

SOUTHWESTERN STATES (C)

Hurst, Tex.

The city council approved an ordinance prohibiting
the distribution of obscene matter in the city limits. The
ordinance forbids distribution of materials “the dominant
theme of which, taken as a whole, appeals to a prurient
interest; which is patently offensive because it affronts
contemporary community standards relating to the de-
scription or representation of sexual matters; and which
is utterly without redeeming social value.” The ordinance
carries a maximum penalty of a $200 fine upon convic-
tion. Reported in: Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Decem-
ber 23.

MIDWESTERN STATES (D)
Kansas City, Mo.

In a near-unanimous vote, delegates to the 55th An-
nual Convention of the Missouri Congress of Parents and
Teachers adopted a resolution against legislation that
could cause the spread of pornography. Deep concern
was expressed that “the legalization of sale and distribu-
tion of pornographic material to adults is now being con-
sidered by the United States Congress.” The resolution
deplored any such legislation and called for active oppo-
sition through PTA district councils. Reported in:
Kansas City Times, October 30.

Racine, Wis.

The city council approved a two-part program against
sex films in Racine theaters: (1) The city will bring a
lawsuit against the showing of Sexual Freedom in Den-
mark at the Venetian Theater on the grounds it is a
public nuisance; (2) The city will draft an ordinance,
for consideration by aldermen, to prohibit showing of
obscene films within the city. The actions were approved
by a 9-4 vote of the council. Reported in: Racine Jour-
nal, November 18.
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SOUTHERN STATES (E)
Lake City, Fla.

The Columbia County Commission is considering
a proposed ordinance to add $1,500 to the $250 regular
business licenses of theaters showing R- and X-rated
movies. County Attorney Bill Haley said the reason for
the raise in licensing fee was to have theaters pay their
“fair share” for the county’s having to police the theaters
to keep underage children out, as required by state
law. Reported in: Lake City Reporter, November 30.

College Park, Md.

The editors of Argus, University of Maryland liter-
ary magazine, sued state officials to require them to pro-
vide funds for printing the November, 1970, issue (see
January Newsletter for details). Named as defendants
in the federal court suit are Louis Goldstein, state comp-
troller; Dr. Wilson H. Elkins, university president;
Charles Bishop, chancellor; and Clayton R. Plummer,
director of procurement. Reported in: Baltimore Sun,
January 1.

Norfolk, Va.

The city planning commission voted 6-0 against a
use permit for a theater which would cater to X-rated
films. Kenneth Andrews, operator of the Showcase, Star
Twin Theaters, and Town Theater, proposed converting
a vacant store into a “mini-theater’ which would show
primarily X-rated films. Reported in: Norfolk Pilot,
November 21.

“You Don’t Have Any Rights”

According to The Nation, the staff of the under-
ground newspaper, Kudzu, based in Jackson, Miss., re-
ceived a surprise visit from the police on October 26.
Eight Jackson police officers, divided into two squads,
appeared at the paper’s office. One group knocked at the
front door and presented a search warrant. The other
four kicked the lock off the back door without bothering
to knock. All eight entered with guns drawn and pro-
ceeded to wreck the place “under the pretext of searching
for Mark Rudd.” After an hour’s search, one of the
officers announced that he had found some marijuana
in a crumpled paper sack which Kudzu staffers said none
of them had even seen before. The raid climaxed what
the Kudzu staff describes as three weeks of “intensified
harassment” by Jackson police and FBI agents. “Punks
like you,” an FBI man is quoted as saying, “don’t have
any rights.” The Kudzu staff said, “The men who con-
trol Jackson and their strongmen, the police, are afraid
that their views and their power will not withstand the
rational criticism of a free press. . . . Long live freedom
of the press!” Reported in: The Nation, January 4.
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Subscription Libraries . . . (from page 46)

contain a libelous portrait of the judge. “When he came
into the library soon afterward for a silent look in our
catalogue,” Mrs. King commented in her chronicle, “L.
M. and I exchanged glances charged with the knowledge
that cards and book were safely locked away. Censor-
ship we did not undertake (beyond a mild ‘T don’t think
you’d care for Susan Lenox, Miss Van Wart,” which met
with ‘Don’t you?’ as the very old lady tucked the book
under her arm.”8

If the removal of book marks constitutes an act of
censorship, the library rationalized its commitment of
such a deed quite acceptably: “A miniature whiskey
bottle, filled with an amber something, came attached to
a ribbon as a bookmark in another volume. I think we
removed this ourselves for the dignity of the service!”?
What an idea for a publicity device to increase circulation
of library materials!

In 1948, The Naked and the Dead and Raintree
County were popular. The lusty frankness in the novels
which many found objectionable was “presently to be
surpassed by a college professor who, with his staff, had
been making a long-time study of the sex habits of the
human male, and at last published his well-heralded
findings. We were stampeded with requests, one
cautious postcard reading, ‘Have you got the K---y
R""--t?, 210

The New York Society Library found that Victorian
letters of protest over an apparent lack of censorship
contrasted with twentieth century letters accusing the
library of exercising it.!* Would censorship attempts dis-
appear in the twentieth century if all libraries were sub-
scription libraries? Or would human nature remain the
same, prompting a certain number of patrons to attempt
to have materials removed, whether the service is free or
expensive, whether the board of trustees answers to the
public or to the source of a private endowment, whether
the library is in a small midwestern town or in a large
eastern city, or whether the year is 1754 or 1971!

Notes

1. Keep, Austin Baxter. History of the New York Society Li-
brary. New York: Printed for the trustees by the DeVinne
Press, 1908.
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Is Sylvester troubling you? Write for free ma-
terials: Office on Intellectual Freedom, 50 East
Huron St. Chicago, IIl. 60611.
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Studies and Surveys

Obscenity and pornography

(A Study). Tempe, Ariz. A study conducted by the
Institute for Survey Research, in cooperation with Re-
sponse Analysis Corporation, Princeton, N.J., found that
more than 90 percent of men and 80 percent of women
believe they have had experience with erotic materials
at some point in their lives. The study was done for the
Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. Erotica,
for purposes of the survey, was defined to include visual,
textual, and film representations of sex organs, sexual re-
lationships, and sex activities which include whips, belts,
or spankings. Men were twice as likely as women to re-
port exposure to “pornographic” magazines. Some of
the magazines named by participants in the survey as
“pornography” are Life, Look, Reader’s Digest, McCalls,
Good Housekeeping, and Ladies Home Journal. It was
found that those most recently experiencing contact with
erotic materials are more likely to be men than women.
Further, the report states that those with experience with
erotic materials are heavier consumers of all media and
are more socially and politically active than others, They
are, disproportionately, people with some college train-
ing and are to be found in the Northeast and in larger or
medium-size metropolitan areas. They are more likely
than others to accept principles of freedom of expression
and to have liberal sex attitudes. A spokesman said this
picture of the erotica consumer suggests that the common
assumption that users of erotic materials are outside the
mainstream of society is incorrect and that, in fact, the
opposite may be closer to reality. Reported in: Phila-
delphia Bulletin, October 25.

Free speech

(A Study). San Diego, Cal. The Education Com-
mission of the States, a nonprofit organization set up in
1964 with funds from the Carnegie Corporation, an-
nounced that a majority of American young people lack
““any consistent understanding of or conviction about the
exercise of free speech.” The group based its conclusions
on the results of a year-long survey of about 90,000 per-
sons up to the age of 35. In a random sampling, subjects
were interviewed and asked if they would permit Ameri-
cans to hear these statements by radio and television:
“Russia is better than the United States”; “Some races of
people are better than others”; “It is not necessary to
believe in God.” Sixty-eight percent of those 26 to 35
said they would refuse to permit the broadcast. So would
94 percent of boys and girls 13 years old and 78 percent
of the 17-year-olds. The fourth group questioned in the
survey, 9-year-olds, were considered too young for the
problem.

Different figures were obtained when the questions
were asked separately. The statement “It is not necessary
to believe in God,” would be permitted by 49 percent of
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Success Stories

F

MIDWESTERN STATES (D)
Rochester, Mich.

The board of education approved inclusion in an
Adams High School current literature course of Slaugh-
terhouse Five: The Children’s Crusade, by Kurt Vonne-
gut. A delegation of citizens brought the book before
the board, charging that the novel makes derogatory
statements about Christ, is anti-Christian in its attitude,
and includes profanity. In voting approval of the book,
the board stated: “The board of education members are
not qualified as literary critics. While the board does
have an appeal function for citizens with legitimate com-
plaints, when a citizen charges that a book is unfit for
consumption at a high school level, our job is not to pass
judgment on the book. Our job is to review our policy
for book selection, instruct the qualified administrators
in board policy, investigate whether or not the book
selection did, in fact, follow board guidelines, and tighten
book selection control.” In conclusion, the board stressed
that parental approval is the key in controversial book
issues. Controversial material is offered on an elective
basis only. Parents are sent a copy of their child’s course
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selections along with a description of the course and the
reading material included. The child is not allowed to
sign up for any class without the parents’ signature on
the course card. The children have a second opportunity
to avoid any objectionable book once they are enrolled in
a course. By board policy, any book objectionable to the
child or to his parents must be replaced with an accept-
able, alternate book with no detriment to the child’s
grade. Reported in: Rochester Clarion, December 1.

SOUTHERN STATES (E)
West Memphis, Tenn.

A housewife became the third to resign from the
newly established 15-member censor board. She re-
signed rather than view another burlesque show at a
local theater. Only three members showed up for the
board’s last meeting in November. A quorum of eight
is required to conduct business. The meager attendance
and conflicting obligations of some board members
caused the chairman to cancel the December 14 meeting.
Reported in: Memphis Commercial Appeal, November
29.
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Freedom to Read Foundation

LOS ANGELES MEETING

Meeting for eight hours on January 15 in Los
Angeles, the Freedom to Read Foundation Board of
Trustees considered and acted upon many items. The
highlights follow:

LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund. Recog-
nizing the need for support at the moment an individual
finds his position in jeopardy or is fired in the cause of
intellectual freedom principles the, board of trustees
established the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund
in June, 1970. While similar in purpose to the Founda-
tion, the Merritt Fund is distinct in that it does allow for
an immediate, humanitarian response prior to the estab-
lishment of all pertinent facts in a particular case.

Between the board’s June meeting and its recent one,
the legal documents necessary to the Fund’s establish-
ment were prepared and executed. In Los Angeles, there-
fore, the board turned its attention to the procedures by
which the Fund will operate:

1. In accordance with the trust agreement approved
by the board, the Foundation’s Executive Committee will
administer the Merritt Fund.

2. It was voted that individual grants from the Mer-
ritt fund will not normally exceed $500.

3. It was also agreed that, at the present time, no
more than one grant will be made to an individual from
this source.

4. Concerning contributions to the fund, the board
amended the Foundation’s By-Laws to include the fol-
lowing sentence under the section on membership
eligibility:

Any person, corporation, or organization contributing

at least $10.00 to the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitar-

ian Fund will be considered a member of the Freedom
to Read Foundation for the fiscal year in which such
contribution was made.

It should be noted, however, that contributions to the
Merritt Fund do not qualify as income-tax deductions
under the IRS regulations governing contributions to
charitable organizations. (Contributions to the Freedom
to Read Foundation are deductible under the IRS regula-
tions.)

T. Ellis Hodgin Appeal. At its June meeting, the
Foundation’s Executive Committee awarded $500 to T.
Ellis Hodgin, in the belief that his dismissal from the
Martinsville, Virginia, Public Library involved intellect-
val freedom issues.

At Los Angeles, the board considered letters from
Robert Dwoskin, secretary for Mr. Hodgin, requesting
further financial assistance. The specific request was for
$550 to perfect an appeal for a writ of certiorari to the
U. S. Supreme Court.

In discussing this request, the board concluded that,
initially, the issues involved in Mr. Hodgin’s firing related
directly to intellectual freedom and the freedom to read.
But, as the case has progressed through the courts, those
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issues have either been resolved or rejected and are not in
contention at this point. What remains is an issue con-
cerning employment rights of librarians that will have
broad implications for the profession and for all public
employees.

Recognizing that the issues in the case are not directly
within the Foundation’s purview, the board determined,
however, that the question of librarians’ employment
rights is a significant one. On the basis of its original con-
cern with the case, the board voted to provide the re-
quested $550 to pay the cost of preparation of a writ of
certiorari.

Noting ALLA’s great concern in matters affecting em-
ployment rights of librarians, the board also recom-
mended that the ALA Executive Board request its legal
counsel to follow the Hodgin appeal closely. If the U. S.
Supreme Court grants a writ of certiorari, the board sug-
gested that ALLA might file an amicus curiae brief or be-
come involved in any other way deemed appropriate.

Position Statements from Trustee Nominees. In
light of the upcoming elections, the board considered
the need for informational statements from trustee can-
didates. It was agreed that candidates be requested to
submit written statements of no more than 150 words,
indicating qualifications for office, as well as concerns.
Candidates will be requested to develop their statements
in accordance with criteria established by the Nomina-
ting Committee.

Los Angeles County Reevaluates
Nineteen Films

Nineteen films have been withdrawn from circulation
by the Los Angeles County Library after two Hacienda
Heights women complained that showing them for youth
discussion groups was “promoting anti-establishment-
type things.”

County Librarian William Geller said he will ask the
library’s regional advisory groups and their chairmen to
help him review the films and reevaluate their place in
general circulation or for young adult discussion groups
held at various branch libraries.

Geller said, “There’s no question that people have a
right to ask me to review library materials, but it’s a
serious matter to withdraw them on the say-so of a very
small, highly vocal group.”

Included in the list of withdrawn films is 7 Am
Joaquin, Parable, No Reason to Stay, That's Me, Little
White Crimes, and Duet.

The two Hacienda Heights women, Mrs. Jean Strat-
ton and Mrs. William Chapman, launched the campaign
against the films when most of them were scheduled for
discussion meetings of high school students at the Haci-
enda branch library last fall.

Although Mrs. Stratton said she and Mrs. Chapman
do not represent any organization, she maintained that
they have attracted the interest of many persons who are
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Rome, Italy

Italian officials confiscated about 100,000 items con-
sidered pornographic by Rome postal authorities. Most
materials seized in the last two months are reportedly
sent from Denmark. Reported in: Washington Star,
January 22.

AFRICA

Nairobi, Kenya

Speaking before a discussion group, Attorney General
Charles Njono said Kenya officials use four criteria in
imposing censorship: (1) Is the material likely to en-
courage moral depravity? (2) Abet internal subversion?
(3) Undermine racial harmony? (4) Or, interfere with
individual liberties? If so, it is banned. Mr. Njono is the
final arbiter on films. If the censors reject one, the dis-
tributor may appeal the decision. He recently overrode
vetos on Women in Love and The Learning Tree. Re-
ported in: Christian Science Monitor, December 2.

Salisbury, Rhodesia

Rhodesian censors banned bestselling Everything
You Always Wanted To Know About Sex by American
Dr. David Reubin, “because of the detailed treatment of
abortions, perverted sex practices, and homosexuality.”
Reported in: Richmond Times-Dispatch, November 20.

ASIA

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Three newspapers were shut down, two until further
notice and the third for ten days. Others face suspen-
sion if they continue to defy the government order to sub-
mit page proofs for official perusal before publication.
Twenty-nine foreign journalists, including five Ameri-
cans, are blacklisted and barred from Cambodia for
writing stories “not in the national interest.” Outgoing
and incoming personal letters are spot-checked. Those
read and passed are stapled shut and stamped with a red,
anti-Vietcong slogan. All outgoing news dispatches are
passed through a censor. Reported in: Washington
News, January 7.

Jakarta, Indonesia

H. B. Jassin, editor of the literary magazine Sastra,
was convicted of “insulting God and the Islamic religion”
for having published an article that described God as an
old man with gold-rimmed glasses. Jassin was sentenced
to a one-year suspended jail term. Reported in: New
York Times, November 29.

Lahore, Pakistan

Students started fires in British consulate buildings to
protest publication in Britain of a book, The Turkish Art
of Love in Pictures. Approximately 5,000 students,
claiming the book defames the Prophet Mohammed,
marched to the office of the deputy high commissioner
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and broke lights and flowerpots there before being dis-
persed by police with tear gas. Reported in: Baltimore
Sun, January 6.

AUSTRALIA

Canberra, Australia

Seven books by Henry Miller were taken off the
“banned” list by the Australian Customs Department.
Two works — Sexus and Quiet Day in Clichy — are still
prohibited. Reported in: Washington Post, January 6.
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