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Los Angeles, Here We Come6 The Second Conference on Intellectual 
Freedcm (the theme :--"Book Selection in the Defense of Liberty") 1N"ill 
take place on the cmnpus of 1rJhittier College June 20-2L. Sponsor's 
are the Intellectual Freedom Committee~ the Book Acql:tisitions Committee, 
and the Board on the Acquisition of Library Haterialso 

There will be four sessions: Saturday afternoon and evening, Sun
day morning and afternoono Whittier is 45 minutes by bus frorn Los 
Angeles. If you prefer to stay in Whittier Saturday night rather than 
return to Los Angeles there vJill be accorm:noda ti ons in the co llegr? 
dormitories for 1_50 women j 90 men (no ace ommodati ons for married 
couples)"-

Total cost for dormitory room Saturday night plus three meals on 
campus will be ;~6.50., For those not staying ov r<cnight. co.st:3 of sepa
rate meals will be: Saturday dinner 9 $1 l.7.S; Sunday .breakfast, 4?1; Sun
day noon dinner, $2o 

No more than 4.SO can be accom_rnodated at the Conf'erenceo 'I'he 
registration fee, one dollar, should be sent in advanc~ to Ivlh~s nazel 
Rea, University of Southern California Library, Los Angeles 7 o Send 
her also a request for reservation if you wish to stay overnight j_n a 
Whittier dormitory roomo The program: 

Are~ of gont:r'sver_sy 
Sat urday- ·=2 :JO p om. 

nscience and .Pseudo-Science"--David Dietz, Science Editor of the 
Scripps-Howard newspapers., "Norality and Obscenitytt--speaker yet to 
be announcedo "Politics and Subversion"--Profess or Harold Lasswell 
of Yale Universitye 

Saturday-~8: 00 p.m. 
Librarians will meet in four discussion groups according to 

interests: small public libraries, large public libraries, co 1lege 
and university libraries, school libraries o Ther'e should be special 
interest for school librarians in these meetings, for they will pro
bably be attempting to formulate a code of practice of' their own. 

The Responsibili~y- of' Ch2_:h,~ 
Sunday--10:00 a.mo 

Speakers will be a publisher (Douglas Black of Double day); a book 
critic {Paul Jordan-Smith of' the Los Angeles Times); a school adminis
trator {Virgil Rogers of Battle Creek, l"licho); and a librarian (Lester 
Asheim of' the University of Chic ago)~ 

Sunday--2: 30 p om., 
Discussion groups will meet as on Saturday evening. 

Send your dollar and any request f'or dormitory reservation to Jvliss 
Rea as soon as possibleo 



Ask and Ye shall receive . it/ e have several hundred copies of the 
following for-rree distribution: 

Decision of the Oklahoma Supreme Court on the Bartlesville case, 
issued last fall; 5 PP• mimeo o Refer s not to the censor ship angle but 
to the legal and political; particularly useful f or library school 
students .. 

nunited Nati ons~ Facts and Fallacies"--brief, succinct questions 
and answers in a small folder, issued by the Church Peace Union. 

* 
Sen~tor NcCarth,Io The elusive report of ' the Hennings Sub-Com

mittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee of the last Congress on 
Senator McC arthy has been repr inted by Americans f or De:r1ocratic Action, 
1341 Connecticut AVo:~ No'L4., Washington 6 ., D .. C .. Price is ~;2 but cost 
will come down if there are enough saleso 

Hook book. Watch for Sidney Hook 1 s tler•es:y, Yes--Con.3J2iracy, 
Not to be iswed in May by John Day. It deals with academic freedom, 
of which more anon .. 

To San Quen tin. A copy of the Newsletter noH goes to the library 
of SanQuentin, Cal.ifornia State Prison, at the request of Her:ml.n Ko 
Spector, Senior Librarian. Stone walls do not. an intellectual prison 
make--Poet Richard Loveh1ce as a rr1ended by our American experience 1.,ri th 
Senator HcCarthy ••• 

First foreign subscriber to the Ne1-rsl.etter is, incidentally, the 
Public Library of Cape Tovm. South. Afr ie a " 

That term 1tLeftist .. n Newspapers 9 magazines and nearly all speakers 
and writers constantly commit one error of ter>minology which may do 
more to nruzz up" the discussion of civil liberties and censorship than 
everything that Joe (HcCar thy or Stalin) has ever do n e or said: it is 
commo~t practice to refer to CorrL."'TI.unist 9 pro-Communist and fellow traveller 
actions as "left" or nleftis LH A long essay could be written on this 
errore But would it do any good? So embe dded is this erroneous con-
cept in our popular thinking that one doubts whether anything short of 
a presidential proclamation would have any effect~ 

What is the fact? The fact is t l1at in the areas of civil llberties 
and i ntellectual freedom all of us down to the most insecure librarian 
in the poorest, li tt lest American librar·y is we ll to the left of 
Com.-rnunis m. Wherever freedom is concerned, it's a toss-up whether 
Fascism or Communism is further to the rightG 

Look into it, will you, Joe? 



; 
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Academic Freedom.. On March 30 the Association of American Univer= 
sities, after six months preparation, issued a statement that full 
academic freedom must be guaranteed to scholars and professors but 
denied that such freedom can include membership in the Communist Partye 
(See New York Times, rvlarch 31, for full statement o) 

The American Association of University Professors was already on 
record to the effect that membership in the Communist Party does not 
by itself disqualify a university teacher, and the Colwnbia Unive:r·sity 
chapter of' the AAUP (New York Times, April 17) in a unanimous vote 
directly took issue with the policy of the Association Sf American 
Universities on that pointG So too did the chapter at 1 rinceton 
University (though indirectly since its statement was issued two weeks 
previously on March 16; see New York Times of that date)o 

The Princeton chapter 8 s total s tater•1ent was p~J.rticularly notable 
for its breadth of view and He quote here one of it s 1n·~lusivc~ sentences~ 
nPolitical misuse ::Jf legal processes, the stifling of controversy, the 
suppression of dissent$ the _?anning_ and censorshi:e_ of books either 
because of their ideas or hecause of irJhat their authors :H.-.:lie';re 9 the 
boycotting of the creative mind=-these and other methods of control are 
among the most dangerous enemies o.f a free societyou (Our itaU.c;3) 

It is impos:::d.bJ e here to indi,:;ate the SCC'!:'':::: ·)f the.:; ':~ucrcnt; ''debc:Jtc" 
on academic freedom, but it seems fair to ask ~-.f ther!::~ i .:; not more 
substantial agreement among academJ.c people on the .~: ub jco ct than appear·s 
on the surfaceo nwe may ~'ee more elear'ly ·;liTher. s~;r::h 1;t;;nns a:J ''Cc~mmuni:::·.t," 
"public responsibility~a and 11 captive mi.ndn are int;~;rprcted Ln t:lle light 
of particular cases o) }1[eanv.rhilo Pro fe.s~:~ o-r ~lf:i.11 i J.C:J T., Lapra<.:ie ·~lt' D1J.ke 
University, Chairman of' the Acadc:;:rn.ic Freedom and Tenure Co!·rnnltte --: of 
AAUP ha "' <:<aJ."d ( 111 8'T Yrr>'l.r '"~'"'"-' '' "fp.,.-, .-."h ~)q) .,..1I'at, "tl~,-, nc-,"1f"\<"·1a·l~~ 0'"' h[' '" ' i::J ;..... l.\1 ~\! _ ,.) .... ..._ ........ ,,.~_, ,..,)' ) 1 ~ .... ..a. 1,..,· 1 ~ t.._, , . .__. .L .... . .• J.'<.· ~.A.t.~L-: "· ' , ,· ·· ·~ .. L .l.i. ·'· ,,,.\. - ~) 

repeatedly urged un~_ve:r.' ,:; .Lt .. y admin:l::; +.:.rat or s t.) exerc:Ls e care in mal~i ng 
academic appointmen t.s ar1 ··' c·;ren greater e nr-0 :i..n 1.-rr:~.tch'Lng apprent i c:e:"< 

d 0 d "-'l-1 l t ·' ·p t" >'~>t• ~, th YYI ("·- r>·[·r,-v>-, -"' ·b,._, f'0_,.,.o-l··•r ~~ an J.n eclu ..... ng w:1e .Jne ·" <.) ... ·:, El.J .... 1 .. 1 e,., a ._, nk~,n ·"-··• ,, 0.1. t; .•::. .•. <"'\ •. --t.l.l,.:." 

The ob ,j ecti ve==to s t:eengthcn teae:h:-;r ten•.u' co 

For some of the current practicer> in academic freedora .::eu fur·tb.er 
·on in this Newsletter~ under Holl Call of the St.~.~~-~ items w1der New 
Jersey, Ohio, Colorado_, and CaLifornia .. --

Congressional Hearinp~o· Perhaps you have already seen vhat Hrso 
Ages Ee Heyer saiO. in "Fres c~oi'~l of the Hind," her outspoken Eu.idres::; 
before the American Associ::;~.t.l..or: of School Aclminist.rator-2. February 17o 
The speech has been wi.dely distributedo Along vlith other· crltici:::~ms 
it has had a noticeable effect on current congressional investigations 
(always excepting Senator McCarthy 8s).Ask your congressman far a ccpy 
of ''Communist Hethods of Infiltration (EducB.tion), 11 hear.i..ngs of' the 
House Committee on Un=American Activities, February 251)269 27o Th.L:; 
122~page publication :r;bich includes the testimony of Robert Gorham 
Davis and Granville Hicks before the committee is Harth reading o \·Jhile 
we are recommending this kind of hearing (to Congressmen. j_nciaentally 
as well as anyone else)~ we suggest as an important footnote on adademic 
freedom the testimony of \I'Jilliam He Withers$ teacher at Queens College, 
on ppo!l-66 in "Subversive Influence in the Educational Process 9 " hearings 
before the Jenner Committee~ pto2~ February 10~24 and. Harch 3o 



Overseas librariese 
the State Department, the 
jeopardy~ not only in the 
the integrity of its book 

As a result of 
whole overseas 
uncertainty of 
collections c 

Senator McCar thy 1 s attacks on 
library program now stands in 
its fi.nanci al support but in 

Beyond saying that Douglas Bryant, chairman of the International 
Relations Board of ALA, Franeis St. John, and Flora Belle Ludington 
have testified in behalf of the overseas libraries before Senator 
Hickenlooper 's Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Cormni ttee 
and that other efforts are being made, we can It be very specific o For 
a broad view of the total problem, however, we can recommend an excellent 
article, nThe Role of the Information Library in the International 
Information Program" by Henry James, Jr o in the latest Lib.E._ary Quarterly 
(Apri 1) o 

Intellectual Freedom ~ International D.i vis iono Duncan Emrich, 
Chief of the Folklore Section--of-tli6 Lfbr;ai·y of-Congress has written an 
interesting account of the first International Conference of Artists·' 

held in Venice September .22=28 of last year (Appendix to LC Informatton 
Bulletin, Jan., 26, 1953) o Attention of th13 conference sponsored by 
UNESCO, fell inevitably upon the significance of freedom of the art::Jo 

Basic Policy_ £o~: _!'~~blic~ ?cE_~ol~.. Schoo 1 superintendents in cities 
in the United States &nd Canada with popula ti.ons over 200,000 have 
developed and endorsed nAn Educational Platform for t.he Public. Schools: 
Some Phases of Instructional Po Lie yon It :i.s to be u.s ed as 8 f•;uJ.de for 
teaching staffs and as an naid :in interpl'-::)ting the prog:earn of- th•.:: 
schools to the pub lie. 11 The statement :h~ not f' :Lnal but 1tJi ll bn refined 
and developed further" T:r>eated in its 11 -p!3.g u s a.re such topiGs a::> 
Purposes of Education ., R e-:3~onsibi lities of th o s~~hools, N8.t1.1re of the 
Learner, Instructional Mat<:>rials. and Contrc.1V1;jrsial Issues o TJncle:p the 
last are tv.ro colurrl!:s fro:m \'!i1icb ~,.rt? quoto the .folloHing: 11Free diseussion 
of controversial issues is the heart of the democratic processo Free
dom of speech and free acc:ess to information ar(:> among ow·· tnrJ:lt 
cherished traditions." 

Copies are 10 cents apiece, in lots of 100 or more 5 cents o They 
may be ordered from. trJ n l nl.o.nc! :i'I' ;?ss ~ 600 ':/. V2..n Buren, Chj c ;:'-c•) 7 .• 
Illo, c/c R. J" Zurl].nden., 

" .. , ..... 

Free Access to Net-lS., The Freedom of Information Committee <)f the 
Chesapeake Associated Pr 13SS Association held an a.ll-day F'reedom of' 
Information Clinic February 12 in BaltimorE.: o Sess icna dealt with sueh 
topics as aspects of news coverage; cooperation Emd contaet 1·Ji th 
governmental departments, m:i.litary agen0in:::.;, 1ndustry, and doctors and 
hospitals on dissemination of news; and accesz; of the :public: to execu
tive sessions of public bodies (as school boards) o The cl:Ln::.e ir; said 
to be "the first project of thi.s type and sco~)e in any stat-::lo u 
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Magazine bravery? The dismissal of Bucklin Moon from the sta.ff of 
Collier's magazine for no one is quite sure what reason has suggested 
to some critics that magazine publishers are beginning to go the craven 
v.1ay of radio. Hurray Kepton in the New York Post for April 24 COllli'Tients 
on J1oon, Collie r 1 s, the narrow margin of solvency which makes many a 
magazine vulnerable, and the relevant "arrogance" of such fellows as 
Henry Luce and Arthur Hays Sulzberger, who can "afford" to suppclr t 
members of their staff who come in for public attacks. 

Feature story on Communist materials. A public librarian Hho saw 
the item from Nrs. Hay Valencik of the Ailentovm ( Pa o) F'ree Public 
Library in our Janua.ry, no • .5, issue has sent us a clipping of a 
double colunm feature story (with picture) published iD his city's 
newspaper a year ago. The story was published on the first page of the 
newspaper's third section, and was headed 11 'Voice of Co ·nrrmnism 1 Reaches 
Into Every U. S. City. n It began: uLife is good on th•·. other side of 
the Iron Curtain ," and went onto say that this was the .Lnpression 
"conveyed by a mass of magazines, pam~hlets and newspap ers which the 
Communist nations mail each week to the ---public librE.u ... y and other 
libraries across the nation. n Then it lis ted a.nd des cT'::t bed such 
publications as New World Hevie1,;, Daily People 1 s .vorld, Hu:,:nanian News, 
and more than a dozen otherso 

Midway in t he story the librarian 1-ras quo ted as fo l.lov.rr:.~ : "In 
accordance with the Library Bill of Hights adopted b;r the lqueriean 
Library Association, we do not censor material on the basio of political 
content e 0 0 

"But we do mark each magazine or paper Hi th a speci a l stamp vlh.ich 
says, 'This is unsolicited material. In us:ing consider possible 
partisan vievJpoint of distributing organization. - .. ··Public Librar:1' ." 

In a letter accompanying the clipping., the librarian commented: 
nThis stamp has been used here for many years snd Ha.s probably ::1tarted 
in the late '30's Hhen the library was being flooded with F'ascist and 
Anti-Semitic publications. I could see no good reason for sto~ping its 
use since it does not indicate the political viewpoint and is uned 
only on unsolicited material. We do not use it on books and pamphlets 
which we purchase or order as giftso 

"You will be in teres ted to know that we had no comeback as a 
result of this article ••• During the past year l hE:nre used the :'lull,ject 
of censorship of library materials in talks befor•e c.ifferent org~.lni
zations. o. I have found unanimous oppositi on to any k:lnc1 of eensoJ.~sb.ip 
in this co:mmun.ityo •• But it does seem be tter to discuss thi~'l typ(::J of 
controversial subject before any organized pressure developso" 

We solicit comment and other accounts of similar of dissimilar 
experiences. 



Librarians on the stando In Honolulu seven defendants have gone 
on trial under the Smith Act, one of the charges being that they 
promoted Communist literature with intent to overthrow the government~ 
An interesting aspect of this case is that Dro Carl Go Stroven, 
librarian at the University of Ha1-·ra.Li, and Mrs. Habel Jackson, -" ; ar::Lan 
of the Library of Hawaii 1 were called by the defense to testify in d.e
tail that Hawaiian libraries make available all the Communist litt::n atu.re 
referred to in the indlctment e At one point the judge interr1..1pted the 
prosecutor's questioning to ask Mrso Jackson a question of his mv-no 

"l.fould you say, n said the judge, "that the purpose of a library is 
to give as many sides of as many problems as possible ?'• 

nyes, sir, insofar as our budget perrr1i r.s ~ n replied Hrs o Jackson 
("with a smile," adds the newspaper account)o 

The Supreme Court:J of courc<.e_, ha:;. r>uled that Congress did not 
intend, in the Smith Act, to infringe on academic freedom, censor 
books, or destroy discussion or consldex·ation of such issues a~:; Communisrno 

HOLL CALL OF THE STATES 

California o Echoes o.f' the Burha:nk book=labe11ine: dispu.te of tv..ro 
years ago were--heard :Ln that city several Heek:3 agr) ],,rhen Hr:s o Benton 
Bowling, sponsor of a plan to evaluate "un-Ameri.car.t and immoral 
literature in public l.ibrari.es, u became a candidate,; for the Burbank 
Board of Educationo l'lrso Bowl.i.ng 1 s book-labelling :.::;cheme 1.-vac> adopted 
by the public library 1 s board of trustees :Ln ~Tuly, l9Sl and ,,,T:J.:1 nromoted 
as a pattern for all C al.:Lfornia :publ] . .:; 1ib~'a.rie .s o Sub':'.ecp.Len~~ 1y, hov,r-
ever, the scheme was revoked by the Burbank c i.ty eounc:i. l and. drc11::rped 
as a plan for the state 1 .::; muni ci~:Jal:l cle::: o One of Uw chi.of opporF::mt;:; 
of the plan has been runni.ng against Mr'so Belling for' the ~Jchool boardo 

In Berkeley~ Clark Kerr 9 first chan•::t::l10l"' of the i:Jniversity uf 
California (scene of a long, bitter con~rover.sy over a 3pe..::ial loyalty 
Oath) anno'IDC8d i·l1a·t Ut-]-1'-'T'~ l•"' 11-J I'68"''TI 1'l·y "1 l'n''-' 1-'E' ·f·,, a1·1'r c•irr·le \ .J.L ·' 1 .• 1.J .• r t:;; .u .. t -~C.~ IJ1I l ()., .•. ) .. .L .L.t.:....:, ·- ().,~.. ._Y ,_;,,,., lc}; _, 

idea or invention should ever becotoo an excuse for destroying the 
process which gave rise to j_t;,tt providing fr)LD, PI'otections are :::tet. upo 
Briefly, these are, according to Kerr~ 

"First, there can be no !~orced puTc~hases. 
free to reject ideas as the scholar is free to 

'l'he public must; b~::: as 
create and voice them •• o 

"Second, ideas must compete with each othei'c•• 

"Third, each idea must be disclosed i:n all i.trJ p<S<rt1eulars. Th0re 
must be no subteri'uge 0 e 0 

"Fourth, the university cannot be a havon for pc:rsons Hho are 
part of an international conspiracy to undermine our wa-y of l)_fe,, ._." 
(From New York Times, March 29)o 

Colorado. Academic freedom in Colorado is in better shape than 
the newspapers have been 2aying it is. There have b>:een no "large-sc~ale 
dismissals" from the faculty oi' the University of Colorado as reportedo 
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One assistant professor who had been a member of the Communist Party 
was not reappo1nted at the end of his probationary period when it was 
revealed that he had lied to the administration about the date when 
he had ended his party membershipe One instructor was not reappointed, 
but a faculty Committee on Privilege and Tenw'e found insufficient 
evidence to support his charge that reappointment had been denied him 
for political reasons.. (The Colorado branch of the ..iimerie:m Civil 
Liberties Union has, hoHever, been very critical of the university's 
procedure in this easee) Another faculty member, on tenure, who had 
admitted several years 1 membership in the Co:m.,'!lunist Party and who 
earlier had answered some questions before the House Un-Amer ican 
Activities Com.rn.i ttee but refused to ansHer others, also came before 
the faculty cormnittee" After a thorougl-1 investigation, the com-
mittee ruled unanimously that none of the octi ons above and nothing 
in his performance in the classroom or in contact with students 
justified dismissal. The universit.y 1 s Hegents SU3tain.ed tlH? com
mittee by a 4 to l votee 

One of the heartening aspects of che Colorado situation is what 
happened to an artie le stimulated by 1 .. :mlver'~lity libre.r..Lun Eugene Wilson 
and written by Walter Lovelace on csnsorship and be:() k bm·ning. First; 
printed in the Colorado Alumnus-~ it v.ras reprinted i.n the Denv•:;r Post 
almost without chanfieai1Clt11er1 -p icked up by other newspapers. First. 
read by perhaDs 2) 9 000 University of Colorado al.~Jmni, trlis article 
has now been read a-c least:; by a mllli;_ .. n pe<:)f:J1c '' 'Jet' tl1c c olmt:r·y_,, per
haps more., 

Some credit ls due th .. c Denver Post C'.nr1 :Lt,c; ~~d Her l)almer Hoyt, 
who has become so dist;n'bed over T·1cCart:fJyi;o;nl th~:i.: he h3.s ic.s~wd a 
detailed directive t.o his f.l(:;lo! ';:'. '::' taf.f as; to hCki t C) ... tC;&l. ioli.. th l t. n 

(We shall reproduce tlnd c1i:r>ec r.iv8 "'hen-,,,,": r:an find the tirn~! <Jnd space.) 
Hoyt has acted upon the belief that HcCarl:iJyl:;n 11 J..n too many iml t.anc.es 
makes t.he front page of an American newsrnr .~: r· a cov.:r troom f~Jr the 
trl. al of loo" e W'"'. ·a"u-· eU'"lE'rd·· c:.::; n·r> JY["")''''\T ""-!1 -:;··:::· i"'U"-''"' ,, . ,:;, , • . . _, .<. , •. • •. ~"- ''·- ... .. ·'J:-- -· ~- '-··· .... , . c':•'·' ..:>" 

Not ~ll is sweet in Colorado. A sta~e senator introduced a 
resolution in the legislatttr•e to investigate all 8du•:at-.ional insti= 
tutions o When t.his vva3 decL:J :L ve ly defeated$ he t-t1en a tt a eked the 
University of Colorado--:::tn c:~tt.at::'k fron1 1,rhlcl:1 h..f1.ve ari:3en a number 
of misunderstandings 9 out of the state as Y.Jell as ino The H.ous•3 
Education Co:mmittee has :3eriously been c.cn~~ide:ring a li~~ t of 11 Un
American11 textbooks submitted by the Colm'ado Schools Protective 
Association.. And a Denver district attorney 3 acting upon the request 
of a citizens 1 group, has asked pocket-size book distributors to 
remove various items fn."; l'l :;,:1.1 .::~ .9 saying he Hould se81<.. couet. ac~Uon if 
the titles were still -: m ::;ale at the end of 60 clay::; • (:i·1ia ter ial ·in the 
last two sentences i .:s take·n f'rom a report fro"cn the ArrY?-l'ican l3ook 
Publishers Councilo Othe r items taken 1>-'u'l this rr::Dort_: to folluw will 
be marked "ABPCo") ' 

.. ,,. .... 

Q:_~orgia. The legislature has es tab1ish .. e d a Lit;r~r atur e Comrn iss ion 
and Governor Talmadge has svwrn in as member :J a nel,,)",spaper (Het)kly) 
editor, a theater ownei', and a Baptist cle:cgyman., Thei..r job? To 
review nobscene literature,n order distributors Lo '"Lt.hold objection
able matter from the ne:,n:;stand,."l (but with•.Yat ~mf(,reement po1orers), and 
if distributors re1'use 9 to reemmnend prosecution. (Hentioned also by 
ABPC) 



Idaho. \tJ. C ~ Sorenson]) the state curr:l.culu.m director has 
announced that textbooks used in Idaho public schools are given 
thoro-c:gh examinations in an effort to aiToid subversive material. (.ABPC) 

Illinois. In Chicago Frank .A e Hagr'uder 's textbook .American 
Government, al thoucl:1 it has been edited again (for the 36th time) and 
although it is still probably the most widely used book in its field 
in .American schools, has been dropped by the Board of Education as a 
basic text in civics courses . The campaign was sparke d by the 
Educational Reviewer, a quarterly published by the Conference of 
American Small Business, Inc., a lobbying group dedicated to the "fight 
against subversion.a (ABPC) Although publ.ie protes ts put the book 
back on the aux.iliary list for use a s re.f'er enc e (Chic ago S1..m~Times, 
March 9) ~ it is by no mea:ns certain that eYen this aetion can stand 
unmolested. Coupled with the pressure ar:ainst Ivlarr.ruder 1 [> book has 
been a drive a.12:ainst the TJN md a~~ain.st a teaching guide which urged 
teachers to impress on pupils the nee:!i for analytj_c al thought (Sun
Times, Narch 10). The guide has been revised~ and as in some othe r 
communities, the hif)1 schools n o longer ~:,nc:ourage or permit hi.Grh 
school students to parti e ipe.te in an annual essay cont(-;s t on the UN. 

Iowa. F'o.llotdng diff.L.-: ultles over C<':lns-:-,_.cc.c~h)_y-;· uf ::ome ··naterial 
on city news stands a~ year a ;r.o.., the Intel1ecb.J.a1 T~reedrYn Curmnlt;tee of 
the Iowa Library .l'-cssc:.c.iatl on promoted tru=:~ Adoptic>n of ttte ALA Library 
Bill of Rights as library polic y in. the s tat.eo On F'erwuary 23 the 
Des Moines Tribune published a lead editorial whic:h co;n.mended the 
successful c ampaiP:rJ..il J' eferi~ed to Sec.re.t;ary Dnlle,'~ 1 s r,:,~:=J: :l:t ng r)f n. 
book by S talin11 quoted f'rom the LBR, and ,,rm:tnd. up~ nrnte lle ctua l 
freedom has to be earnc=:d and re-earnE;d$ coun1. ry by country, ~~om
munity by commun:Lty 9 in- \ t;5..tution by ln.':'il.i.tui~:i..::m • •• 

"Lucky Iol:J'El.>' lucky America 9 to ho.v.::: 
women, seeretaries of state who know that_, 

Iowa's state p:r>ide seems pardonab.l.1-: G 

h'i ~ l:UJrm.··i ans 3 

and fiu:ht f o r ito 11 
eJ.ub-

Massachusetts. F'ollm,,Jin.g the attack by the ::Jc):ston Po.st on the 
Boston Public Library last fall~ representatives of rnany l oc al and 
r.egional organizati ons interested in the maintenance of cj vil liber
ties and intelle ctual freedom joined tcFetrter :in a p;roup knoHn as 
the Massachusett s Council for Cons ti t.uticm<~l Righ tEe; .t'cr nur poses of 
carrying on a campaign of educatio:n in t.he:;e; ar'eas . 1't-ro l.i.brar•ians 
are among the 29 listed members. 

Censorship bills introduced in the l''lassachu;:, etts G'3nera.l C<.•urt 
were re p or ted unfavorably after hearings of the C c•rrrr•Ll t tee on State 
Administrationso 
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Michi~an. Fifty high school students from Grand Rapids, Lansing 
and Detroi~ appeared before the state's Senate 1 s Judiciary Committee 
to urge passage of a bill to prohibit the sale of obscene literatureo 
In Detroit several of the largest publishers of paperbound books~ as 
well as several distributors, have been indicted by a federal Grand 
Jury on charges of shipping obscene literatureo Almost 200 titles have 
been on the Detroit Police Censor Board's list of objectional booksa 
Among the authors 1,,7hose works are included are Ernest Hemingway, 
Lillian Smith, Nackinlay Kantor, and Ethel Waterse (ABPC) 

The Detroit censorship system on paperbound books is taking on 
some of the marks of a "model .rt It wa::.1 •:Oxplained in detail and with 

approval before the GathiDQ's Committee~ \~e explained how it operated 
in our January Newsletter (no. 5). 

Minnesota. Thr'ee yea.rs a_g:o the Sto Clo1;d City Council set up a 
local censorship board with alJ_thori t.y to ban the sale. dis play_, 
printing and distribution of' publicatiorw which nr·:.'cmincntl.y feature 
an account of horrors . r<:)bber ies, murders .• arson, ass au.lt with cau:s tic 
chemicals, assault \N":tth a deadly weapon) burgla.ry, kidnapping-, rnahem, 
rape, theft_, voluntary manslaughter, ridicule of law enforcement or 
parental author.i.t ;y; or are obc>c.ene,, .imJ,toral~ 1e:rJd o:r.' are su>.rRestively 
obscene,~~ immoral or lel!>id~ or I'idicule any p-:;rsun or persons by reason 
of race, creed or co .ior; r•l" a.dv,)ca tr::~ un-Amer .iJ:anis m cr> .~J qbvm~~d.ve 
activities.,n Thi.2 bc;::;r-J operF.d;ed 1,::lth J.:'itt.~."': oprm ;'ri ticisrn till the 
Gathings Committee bei.=tring s ment .Lcr:>ed :i. t ar!Cl I'•'lp o r·ter Le-.;o Sonderegger 
wrote a series cf :q_;:·r .]c }£;S: abryut the T'>JI.1.' ' the :';~;E t;,,;n h'r·rkcd fc•r the 
rvlinneapolis Star·o O!''J'; .s.1.rw ac;: J.on b~v citizens who cJJ.BllenFI:ed the 
law 1 s cons ti-tution;:;;cl:i.. ~:y l1::•ve nu,,r bro'H<hf' :C' lF· r>en<c-icn of the br::;ard 1 s 
authority. (ABPC) 

Th13 l\linnesote Lir.rar;-v· Ai'3Socia.t:L •:lr. ·;ev-~;-t .:;.i .a..LL but cn•'J of it3 
spring district me•: tin£:>:s tc c en;::: orsh lp" H•>pc,rter Sonder•?r•:p:er ::::poke 
at tWO of themo VV.b.eD drastic changes 1tHjre propOSt?.d in a new "ob
scene literatur·e't bill before the lhnne;:;.::ta leFL~lat.m~e (a st!:l.tc-te 
was already on the books) 3 a co.mnittee orc:.sni.zed by the HLA, the 
University of Hinnesot.a Press and others defca t·,ed them o 

Ne\"V Hampsttire o i':.. ~:.arr.}~)f9.l):Srl agair1s t ".ir'l·::leeerlt .l.ite1-,D._tc11~ren l1.a.s 
bE. en started by -the l'~~Iscn cr1E: ;:; +::sr Deanery Council oJ' C.st.ho lie iv'omen 
following a meetin2: Hith Hn.nchester 1 s c-1olice cb.ief. '1.\1.<:• Co'lTinitt.ee 
for Worthwhile Reading_~ a .-:1vic a-roup thc;.t-. :::;eeks to improve the 
reading habits of local citi.zens, has L:sned a 1,rarning to dealers 
and distributors of objectionable literature. (ABPC) 

New Jerseyo In 19SO a prosecutor in r:Iiddlec':ifC!X County, followirur. 
the advice of a '~citizen2 1 c,orr:urlittee~'t ·~-:lrcul.ated n. lL; r. o_C c>bjection·
able titles of p::m er bound books and advised .lc.•c a.1 di::: tributor:::; t.o 
withdraw the titles from sale e The distri.butc.rs fell in line o 

Bantam Books, Inc. -~ sought a rest.t"ain:i.ng inJunction against 
efforts of county officials to discourage distribution of its bookso 



On April 6 of last year Judge Sidney Goldman of the New J·er sey 
Superior Court, Chancery Division~ granted the injunctiono Lists o f 
banned books will presumably no longer be circulated to police 
departments for withdrawal from newsstands s 

At Brunswick 1 January 24, Presi.dent Lev-ris \v'ebster Jones of 
Rutgers University issued an extended, reasoned statement concerning 
the cases of Professors Simon vl e Heimlich and Hoses I o Finley, who 
had refused to answer questions concerning Cormnunist affiliation put 
to them by the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Securityo 

" "ii' 

New York. In Brooklvn members of' a paPish c.rp~aniza.tJ.on con
ducted a cam.paign to get ;1e:Lghborhood retailero; tu Hi U1draw from 
sale books to which the parish objecL:s. nc oo:t-·erat;ing" dealers 
receive a certi.f ica te for di.spla.y v,rhi ·~h aH:·la<.J.d::; their (:no per a ti on o 

The list of this "Decency Literatl.J.re CormnJtt,<:;e 11 is ta.<.:cn from the 
National Organization of Decent Litsratm·e monthly llsto 

~=- "in." 

Ohio o In Youngstown af'ter warnings from t:~e poli.ee ctli.ef more 
than ~titles were r'E':rnC•'''"i frr:>n nevJS:Jtanc'L', -1_nr·hcd 1rw 111rr:;r.k;:; by 
Somerset MauQ',ham, .TaJ.nes 'l' ~ Farrell, Guy de Jla.upt:tss ant,. John Stein
beck, Sherwood Anderson~ end John Dos Passo::; o The New American 
Library of World Lltero~ure has broucl1t suit avainst the police chie f 
seeki~ an injunction and civil ciam:1ges G (AB?C) 

In Cleveland an "-9.nti~cr·im':)~ arJti~:'.!ml.rtn bil1 met deterrnhL':'d 
opposition from librarian r:~ulnr::y Lo Hu;:n.f•:.wd. from THJJ1l.i2hc rs ~mel 
other ci ti2,ens o Said Eurnford~ "This prorx.1sed c>rdinane e would in 
effect plaee litcraturr~ 'Ln a ~\trait:. jack..:•t;~ 11 and 1.va3 cn~-;:c:n0nded in 8. 

ClevA land Pre3S t<>ditorie,l. for· td_.J :3 ~.and o .f.l... nurnber of book::l, inc:-.l.ud:l.ng 
Freudis In~E_?_:iu~_!:.!.:~n to_ !'31~2~~.:::!!:;:;~~lyE_!_~2_" h&ve been removed fron1 UJ.e 
city's newsstands · voh.u1tarily. · 

1-ro '.) lr'l r e ~-In Columbus a bil-L JY ·ltd.lnr;r i'1 Ult:' ;:;t:'it.e 
quire censor:s.hip by 8. ').)~;. { r r·~'..~]lc\.;: li>.:fr.J 

its sponsor h&s been T'Loi.,y; a::> su.yi.rH·· ~;:J.<:'ii .. 
books would .:::o::-w wi thL•: ; ,}:t,: ~)1trv i. r,~w 'JL i~LtE

'. ··!.tL) ·!.i.c~~:tl .. S ' . .!·11 of· 1n;:J0~::1 z j _rles; 

Ill.;!:·. 'l!'i..,i,:·ll "n.i.l pocket
bill. '.lnd. W:JI.lld b•:! :JnbjAct 

to censorship , tt (ABPCj 

The state Un=Ar,wric,.r·l 1\ctiv it.ir:;~:; Comrnis;::;i.on ha~; ju~;t publisher", 
its hearings for 19~;.}~'_,2 :,rtd [1.Ei.S :::•F;::~r, .-uliC:nded a .lb.~tr l:tak.Lrw: j_ t a crime 
to join, at i.ts :inception.!' an orgari.J.zat.i .. on_, nu Jn:::,_l:Le~' ht":>"L.v innocent 
it may appear.. j f it is later de :~1;c:crcd :::i i.tbV6PS i. -;rr,: ,, ;\ tca.cht"':li' ha;:; 
been dismiss ed Lco:ra the Ohio Stat:(: Unoi_v.:ol',';i~·J .t'c· U··H]_N' hi:'> r,;fucal 
to answer questions about hi.s po:·.;3l.b1:::; a;".fiLLation Hi th r.he Communist 
Party before a C orwres 3 ional co:rn::1l ttt::•=:, 1:;1.-,Jo cha;Jters uf t:.l1r:; /\ 1\TTP in 
the state unavailin,._;.~ly s·u.f:!p-es ted that mu:ce time be r-:iven 1~0 the c a s e 
before decision , 'rhe American Civil Libe:etic:::: Uniun i:' ga..!_ning 
s trenr.:th and me;mber shi.-p in the state c 
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Pennslyvania. In Scranton a drive to clear newsstands of 
nimm.oral literature" has been launched by a pr•om1.nent clerg'J'!llan and 
endorsed by the Governor as well as by a lonp: list of clergymen _q 

state officials, and c:ivic organizations 0 (ABPC) 

Tennesseee A legislative comrnittee conduetirw: a statewide 
investigation of public school textbooks ex-r;ended its probe to 
courses given and books used at the University cf Tennessee~ 'rhe 
com.-ni tt ee 's final report in general cleared public school textbooks 
of charges of carryiJw: su1:nrersive propao~anda 21 but ask-2d that a manual 
used in the univ-=:rsi ty 1 s extension courses in economics be dropped. 
(ABPC) 

The Lookout Schoolr>mster•fl Club~ a l.?r'oup o.f' :mbLic and private 
school educ ators in the Chattanoo~a area~ has initiated action aqainst 
the "peddl in[: of s,rmt 1r throuP;ll ob~:,cen8 l.L1~c;·DturP, rL:t<; l'esJ movies 
and televisicno 1'\-K o-.r.~-1xc h;.::_s L~~~ueo a ··'<-)port which refers in part 
to the re:JOrt cf the Gathin~s Co~rr:ni.ttt:•e ;:ncl deplr)r•-''' tlJ~: sr>reHdi:nc 
C ir CUla ti On of II dSTrlCJl' t::•.12. :Zing Yl18. t; er i. b.l o !t it d 0 es l! 0 '-~ tll' Q' 8 C€'11:~ C>r ~-
ship but asks that pvb.l.Lslv.:r·s and dL,~tributors 11 voluntari1~y under·~ 
take to -or event as fal" as uos sib le s1.1•:.:h de:mor•J.l izl.rw: influence upon 
Our Yo -ut.h n r r R'?r. i · ( '-'~ o , -- · J. -- I 

Texas. The '1'c;;~,:~~, S :;utlE:rn Un! v--/: -u y --~'"::: ~···r·u::~ eo. tc ;>.:::rmi t the 
use of ltS audjt. :·>r·illT11 t~or ct r~e,rievJ o·;., -~".!J~!..i t·tal<f.'.?:·· Cl-t.b.n~t~t:~.r"C! v ·b<-)c_, ~;{ 

t.Vitnesso The Qt::an :JJ' ~.ot.udunt<: .--::.<;;r: ; tnat tJF; unjv,cn.c:;:l.r:J ,_lc,t.·s rJ : .• t. want 
to be co n:rJ e c t· ,;:; ~:1 ;-~- r~~~ -r :\::· o _r,:J~ ~Jr.1. tl1a, t ~-~~---- '·; 1 d ~.J y~ ,._~~ :~~p: Ct.:) nl01tlrt j_ ~~ PJ Y· •:-:: f ( ) y~ e 
the public: o 

In Ro·u.ston ;;i sll()1A;·~-;l(· f' Cb.~?.!""~~l. _L~ :::,n_ 'l_, t1l ~~:.: r;J t; t:lrJe lt i~-t~ne.ljrrl1t " 
was stopped aftel." t-1:.1"' ,_i·::__y,3 .tnLlJ)Hing 1'J•_·.,I.,~;, _t,:3 r:ro:n t'r-u:o '\m_:t"ican 
Legion s.l though it. had bec:;r1 :3<:.lHH.bJ l(.~d foT a u,,,:--_~~;,re'-3 k ru_n o 'Jlhe c"::'nei' al 
manager of t.l:H? In tt,J:' -5 tate tb.ea ter cha.i n t'! c.~J_() t:.\:1-"t :~ the pic tur o ;._r-j_ 11 
not be shown .in any othe.r 'I'ex<ls thsatex· 1~.rhich Int.c::rstate ·:::pntrols o 

In Dalla.:?. the v,~, h~rc-m·'< oJf Foreign \:Ja.r;·: tVn7·"~ t:.lrr-~:CJ.tF;ncd f~i) nut 
the hea.t ()ll. tlJ_i;~ ·pt,~t:1 !_(:. I..~~Lbr':-:~y~\r t0 }_;-l_t . .:::: l. C~~~r··q~-"Hl11'1 -.. :. t~ l.it .. ,~.:r· .::tt ·txr···(? r

Chairrnan Jio~r.Jai'd I1eGavr ot t .cl'.~ Tcxa3 L:LiJr·r.:;_ry .!l.s :; ·.01-:.;i.u ti. c)l'J ';3 Lnt e1l.c:.: c tual 
Freedom Co"11l'!'litt.:ee i~~ a busy man these days .. 

The Texas ler:iJ:l.-J ::xr··· ha.s na_;_;s c,.-l 1rl':J t:h(-' <i·>VCJ't'!(;P h-':'l.S sif,t;'lHd a 
bill which codifies and rr•av.>e::; mDre ,'LP:nrou::; the cx5;:;t~nr praet:Lce of 
the Texas Education /J..c~encyo The bill. req,JJ..re;:;_¥ a.:> ::'1. prcrequL,ite to 
adoption or purchase of any texr:.book~ an o:>at,h by tile ::,ut;hor l:ha t; br:: 
is not and n3ver ba::; been a rncr1:be2 ·.J:C -v-Je :_:;,,n. ,tm l.L~'~· r'aeL:y; ar!ll i. -:-. no!-~ 

and has not been!) during the: pre>::Adlne; fj_ve=:/•:jac ~;e.::'l.c,.:'J._9 a :me ·nt)l~!-· of 
any organization on tl-te Att::~r11.ey General. 9 ::_: lu;t •.)i' subvcn,s.Lvf~ 
orga.nizationR. If th<:l B.utr::.•J:l'' 11 is dead ·J:-::' cannot be 1•)cat<':~d. 1 t IJ1e 
publisher is req_ut;-·,:;: d t:) a!'!'irm that ut . ., ~;h., Lh.::L , ,f ;ti.::. 1\n:,l,rl>'::..lge 
and belief 3 " the author or t·.tle textb,x,k 3 if h<_;, -,,;,c;r,-;; a ·u_vce or l'nra.:Ll 
able, could truthfully ezec1.1 t;e the oath o (Af:>PC:) 

Legi~l lative act-:i ... Ji; ::.3 :~'·c::;:-td].nv .-,n ;,:_ bL1J •Ai•li·i: \,.ruul.it ban C!)l'i.,ain 
types of literature .f:•·':!~:' ::,t_ .. ~t\.·2.-su:·:·ortt::.J Coch0o_L:' d1ld ,_-:ol.Leges_7 anu 



require that such books, when written by Communist or nsubversivett 
authors and kept for research purposes; be branded with red ink. 
Literature that would be banned from schools includes boo¥$ that 
discredit the family unit 9 ridicule the American constitutional form 
of government, advocate the violent overthrow of the American govern
ment, hold up to contempt freedom of religious i'lfor• ship anJ religious 
instruction, or "ridicule American or Texas his tory and the parts 
played therein by patriotic Americans and Texans. n The measure t..rould 
apply to all state~supported colleges and universities as v.Jell as 
public schools. (ABPC) 

Vermont. Creati on of a censorship board to revie11-r Vermont public 
school . textbooks was reeomrnended but voted down in the state legis
lature. Such a board would have been given authori t:T tn eliminate 
use of any books which it fotmd to contain stater:Y:-nt::: 'Jf mat;ter 
"seditious in character, disloyal to the United States government, or 
favorable to the cause of any foreign country with 1oTh.ieh the U. So 
is at war.u Power of decision over school textbooks tEM resides in 
the hands of local school directors. (ABPC) 

Virginia. The Magruder textbook has been under fire in 
Arlington but the issue has been dropped as a rE;rml.t. of a.c:tion by 
Arlington teach e rs and the Arlinr:ton chapter of the American 
Association of University Women. (ABPC) 

Wisconsin. Th.e lib:r·arian in the Madi s ion Public Lihrary Y 

reputedly fol1o1tJing the 'ladvi.ce 11 of columnLi t ltlestbrook Pe12:1er, has 
refused to buy AndersonYs and Hay 1 s book em Senator l"lcCarthy. The 
library does own books by Karl Marx, Hitler, and Feglero 

In Milwaukee a county "literary commission" has been 1r.~orking 
with the district attorney and distributors to keep "objectionable" 
material out of the city o Its members do not like tc) be referred to 
as a censorship boardo A story in the Milwaukee Jornal estimates that 
50 pocket-size books (titles) and more than a score of magazines 
have recently been removed from the newsstandsc The comrn.ission 
was setup more than three years as::to by passage of a county 
ordinance. 

Paul Bixler 
(from Antioch College, 
Yellow Springs, Ohio) 




