


Ask and Ye shall receive. we have several hundred copies of the
following for free distribution:

Decisicn of the Oklzhoma Supreme Court on the Bartlesville case,
issued last fally S5vp. mimec, Refers not to the censorship angle but
to the legal and pelitical; particularly useful for library school
students,

"United Nations: Facts and Fallacies"--brief, succinct questions
and answers in a small folder, issued by the Church Peace Union.

g
S

% ¥

Senator McCarthy. The e¢lusive report of the Hennings Sub-Com-
mittee of the Senate JUdlblaPy Committee of the last Congress on
Senator McCarthy has been reprinted by Americans for Democratic Action,
1341 Connecticut Av., L.¥., Washington 6, D, C. Trice is 2 but cost
will come down if there are sncugh sales,
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Hook book, Watclh for Sidney Hook's Heresy, Yes--~Conspildcy,
No! to be issued in May by John Lag° It Geals with academic freedom,
of which more ancon., :
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To San Quentin, A copy of the Newsletter now goes to the library
of San QJentln California State Prison, at the reqguest of Herman K.
Spector, Seniocr Libiarian. Stene wzalls do not an intellectual prison
make==Poet Hichard Lovelace as anended by o Americen experience with
Senator kcCerthv...

First foreign subzcriber to the Newsletter is, incidentally, the
Public Library of Care Tcwn, South Africa,
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That verm “Leftist.'" lewspapers, magazines and nearly all speakers
and writers constan+ly COJmlt cne error ol terminolcogy which may deo
more to "fuzz up" the <discussion of civil liberties and censorship than
everything that Joe (Mclarthy o Stalin) has ever done or said: it is
commo.r practice to refer to Communist, pro-Communist and fellow traveller
actions as "left" or "leftist." A long essay could be written on this
error. 2But would it do ary gcod? So embedded is this erroneous ccne-
cept in our pcopular thinking tnat one doubts whether anything short of
a presidential ovroclampation weuld have any effect.

What is the fazt? The fact is taat in the arcas of civil liberties
and intellectual frealo aili of us cdown to the most insecure librarian
in the poorest, littlest American library is well to the left of
Communism. Wherever freedom is concerned, itfs a toss-up whether
Fascism or Communism is fur-ther tc the right.,.

Look into it, will you, Joe?
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Academic Freedom. On March 30 the Association of American Univer-
sities, after six months preparation, issued a statement that full
academic freedom must be guaranteed to scholars and professors buf
denied that such freedom can include membership in the Communist Partye.
(See New York Times, liarch 31, for full statement.)

The American Association of University Professors was already on
record to the effect that membership in the Communist FParty does not
by itself disqualify a university teacher, and the Columbia Univeraity
chapter of the AAUP (New York Times, April 17) in a unanimous vote
directly took issue with the pollcv of the Association of American
Universities on that p01qV, So too did the chapter at ‘rinceton
University f{though indirectly since its statement was issued two wescks
previously on March 16; see New York Times of that date).

The Princeton chapter“s total statenent was particularly notabl
for its breadth of view and ws quote here ons of itc Inclusive w@nfpnr S8 2
"Political misuse of legal processes, the stifling of controversy, the
suppression of dissent, the banning and censorship of books either
because of their ideas or hecause of what their authors bhelieve, the
boycotting of the creative mind--these and other methods of centrol are
among the most dangerous enemles of a free society,." (Our itallcs)

It is hle here to indicate the scope of Lthe curronty Mdebate”
on academic o, bub 1t s falr to ask 15 there iz nob more
substantial ement. amonyt academic people on the n~ubject than apnears
on the sur'face° "he may tee more c¢learly when such terms as "Communizt,"

"public responsibility,” fnd "'aptive mind" are interpreted in the light
of particular cases.) M ile lrof g0y Willianm T, Laprade ot Duke
enure Commithen of

University, Chairman of ¢ Freedom and T

AAUP, has gaild (New Vork b 29) that "the asaociation has
repeatedly 1”g€d un4vwvxi'* nistrators to axercise carve in maling
academic appointments ar oven greater care In watching apwﬂhrfi 2

and in deciding whetneﬁ te ratain them as mambora of the facully.
The objective==to ztrengthen feacher tenmure,

For some of tne current practices in academic freedom sew further
on in this Newsletter, under Roll Call of the States, items under New
Jersey, Ohic, Colorado, and Caliifornia,

Congressional learings Perhaps you have already seen what iirs,
Ages E. Meyer saic 1in "Freedoq of the Hind," her outspoken adédress
~h i ~

0if
before the American Assoclatlion of Scnocsl Admiclstrators February 17,
The speech has been widcely distributed Along with other criticizms
it has had a noticeable effect on current congressional investigations
(always excepting Senator MeCarthy's).Ask Jjour cengressman for & ﬁﬂpy
of "Communist Methods of Infiltration (Educetion)," hearings of the
House Committee on Un=American Activities, February 25,26,27. de
122-page publication which includes the tes tlmony of Robert Gorham

Davis and Granville Hicks befcre the committee is worth readLngo While
we are recommending this kind of hearing (to Congressmen, inci ildentally
as well as anyone else), we suggest as an imnortant footnote on adademic
freedom the testimony of William H. Withers, teacher at Queens College,
on pp.lt66 in "Subversive Influence in the Educational Process,”" hearings
before the Jenner Committee, pt.2, February 10,25y and March 3.
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Overseas libraries, As a result of Senator McCarthy's attacks on
the State Department, the whole overseas library program now stands in
jeopardy, not only in the uncertainty of its financial support but in
the 1integrity of its book collections.

Beyond saying that Douglas Bryant, chairman of the International
Relations Board of ALA, Francis St. John, and Flora Belle Ludington
have testified in behalf of the overseas libraries before Senator
Hickenlooperts Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and that other efforts are being made, we can't be very specific. For
a broad view of the total problem, however, we can recommend an excellent
article, "The Role of the Information Library in the International
Inform?tion Program" by Henry James, Jr. in the latest Library Quarterly
(April).
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Intellectual Freesdom - Internaticonal Division. Duncan Emrich,
Chief of the Folklocre section of the Library of Congress has written an
interesting account of the Tiret Internsatlonal Confersnce of Artists,
held in Venice September 722-23 of last year (Appendix to LC Information

Bulletin, Jan., 26, 19%53). Attention of the conference aponsored by
UNESCO, fell inevitably upon the significance of freedom of the artas,
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Bagle Policy for Publiz Schools. School superintendents in cities
in the United States znd Cansda with populations over 200,000 have
developed and endorsed "An Educational Platform for ULhe Public Schools:
Some Phases of Instructional Poliey."™ It is to be used as a2 guide for
teaching staffs and zs an "aid in interpreting the program of the
schools to the public." The statement iz not final but will be refined
and developed further. Trested in 1ts 11 pages are such topics as
Purposes of Education, Rzsnonsibilitlies of ths Schools, Nature of the
Learner, Instructional Materials, and Controversial Issues. Thuwier the
last are two columns from wnich we gquote the ollowings: "Free discussion
of controversial issues is the heart of the demosratic process. Free-
dom of speech and free accesc to information are among owr motth
cherished traditicns."

cents aplece, in lots of 100 ¢r more b cents., They
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Free 4Lccess to News, The rreedom of Information Committee of the
Chesapeake Associated Press Assoclation held an sll-day Freedom of
Information Clinic Februsry 12 in Baltimors, Sesslicns dealt with such
topics as aspects of news coverage; cooperation and contact with
governmenteal departments, military agencies, industry, and doctors and
hospiteals on dissemination of newsj; and accesas of the public to execu=-
tive sessions of public bodies (as school boards). The clinic is said
to be "the first projeet of this type and scove in zay state,"
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Mageszine bravery? The dismissal of Bucklin Mcon from the staff of
Collier's magazine for no cne 1s quite sure what reason has suggested
To some critics that magazine publishers are beginning to go the craven
way of radio. Murray Kepton in the New York Post for April 2l comments
on Mcon, Collier's, the narrow margin of solvency which makes many a
mageazine vulnerable, and the relevant "arrogance™ of such fellows as
Henry Luce and Arthur Hays Sulzberger, who can "afford" to suppart
members of thelr staff who corie in for public atteacks.
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Feature story on Communist materials. A public librarian who saw
the iTem from lis. Hay velencik of the Allentown (Pa.) Free Public
Library in our Jenuery, no. 5, issue has sent us a clipping of a
double column feature story (with picture) published in his city's
newspaper a year ago. The story was published on the first page of the
newspaper's third section, and was headed "'Voice of Cowiunism!' Reaches
Into Every U. S. City." It began: "Life is good on i other aide of
the Iron Curtain," and went onto say that this was the Lnpresaion
"econveyed by a mass of magazines, vamphlets and newspapcrs which the
Communist nations mail cuach weeix to the ---public librery and other
libraries acrcss the nation.™ Then it listed ard descr!hed such
publications as lew World Keview, Dally People's world, iumanian News,
and more than a dozen others.

Midway in the story the librarian was quoted as follows: "In
accordance with the Library Bill of Rights adopted by the fmerican
Library Association, we do nct censor material on the basic of political
content ¢«

"But we do mark each magazine or vaper with a special stamp which
says, 'This is unsolicited naterial. In using conslder possible
partisan viewpoint of distributing organization, ==--Public Library!',"

In a letter accompanying the clinping, the librarian commented:
"This stamp has been used here for many years end was probably started
in the late '30's when the library was being flooded with Fascist end
Anti-Semitic publications. I could see no good resson for stopping 1ts
use since it does not indlcate the political viewpoint and is used
only on unsolicited material, We do not use it on books and pemphlets
which we purchase or order as gifts,

"You will be interested to know thaet we had no comeback as a
result of this article... During the past year [ have used the subject
of censorship of library materials in talks before cifferent orgeni-
zations... I have found unanimous opposlticn to any kind of censorship
in this community... But it does seem beiter to discuss this type of
controversial subject before any organized pressure develops."

We solicit comment and other accounts of similar of dissimilar

experiences.
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Librarisns on the stand, 1In Honolulu seven defendants have gone
on trial under the Smith Act, one of the charges being that they
promoted Communist literature with intent to overthrow the government.,
An interesting aspect of this case is that Dr., Carl G. Stroven,
librarian at the University of Hawaii, and Mrs, Mabel Jackson, . . arian
of the Library of Hawalil, were called by the delfense to testify in de-
tail that Hawaiian iibraries make available all the Communist lite: ature
referred to in the indictment. At one point the judge interrupted the
prosecutor's questioning to ask Mrs, Jacksen a question of his own,

"Would you say," said thne judge, "that the purpose of a library is
to give as many sides of as many problems as possible?"

" I Mrs. Jackson

[
Qu

"Yes, sir, insofar as our budget permitsg," repli

("with a smile,' adds the newspaper account),

The Supreme Court, of cour=e, haz ruled that Songress did not
intend, in the Swmith Act, to Infringe on &acadamic freedom, censor
books, or destroy discussion or consideration of such lssues as Cormmunism,

California. Echoes of the Burbank vook-~labelling dispute of two
years ago were hoard in thabt ¢lbty several woe o whoen Mrse. Benton
Bowling, sponsor of a plan to evaluate "un-American and immoral
literature in publis lb“”l]PS,' became a candidate for the Burbank

Board of Education, Mrs, Bowling's book-labelling scheme was adopted
by the publ1c library's budpi of trust ﬁﬁ% in July, 1951 and wan promoted
as a pattern for zll Califlornia public librarics, Subsequently, how-
ever, the scheme was Tevoned by the Jqu mw city councll and dronped

as a plan for the state's Luﬂl“Judll‘iG. Grne of the chiefl opponenta
of the plan has bheen runing agalnst Mrs. Bolling for the schocl board,

In Berkeley, Clark herr, first chancellor of the University of

I E Y
California (scene of a long, bitter coniroversy over a speclal loyalty
oath) announced that "thers is no reason why dislike for any cingle
idea or invention should ever become an exsuse for destiroying the
process which gave rise to it," providing fow nrotections are zet up.
Briefly, these are, according to Kerr:

"First, there can be no rorced purchases., The public must be as
free to reject ideas as the scholar is free fto create and volce theMe..

"Second, ideas must compebte with esch obher ..

"Third, each idea must be disclosed in all its particulsrs. There
must be no subterfupe.,..

"Fourth, the university cannot be a lLwven for persons who are
part of an international conspirscy to undermine our way of lite,..
(From New York Times, Harch 297,
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Colorado. #Academic freedom in Golorado is in better shape than
the newspapers have bcen zaying it 1s., There have been no "large-scale
h

dismissals" from the fa(ui.w 0t the Unilversity of Colorado as repcrted,



-

One assistant professor who had been a member of the Communist Farty
was not reappolnted at the end of his probationary period when 1t was

revealed that he had lied to the administration about the date when
he had ended his party membership. OUne instructor was not reappointed,
but a faculty Committee on Privilege and Tenure found insufficient
evidence tc support his charge that reappecintment had been denied him
for political reasons. (The Coloraco branch of the samericsn Civil
Liberties Union has, however, been very critical of the university's
procedure in this case,) Another faculty member, on tenure, who had
admitted several years' membership in the Communist Party and who
earlier had answered some questions before the House Un-American
Activities Committee buh refused to answer others, also came before
the faculty committee. &sfter a thorough investigation, the com-
mittee ruled unanimously that none of the wctions above znd nothing
in his performance in the classrcom or in contact with students
justified dismisseal. The yniversity's Regents sustained the com-
mittee by a li to 1 vote,

One of the hesartening aspeacts of whe Colorado situation is what
happened to an article stimulated by wuniversity librazriazn Eugene Wilson

and written by Walter Lovelace on c¢snsorship and beook burning. First
printed in the Colorado alumnus, it was reprinted in Lﬁe Denveay Poasth
almost without chenge and tnen picked up by other newsparers. First
read by perhans 25, 000 Univer ity of Ccleorado alxmni, tﬂlu article
has now been read a1 1=ssth by @ mlllion secoelds over the c ountry, per~

haps more,

or Palmer Hoyt,
b:m icoued a
with 1k,
he time and space.)
o many ins tances
com for the

Some credit is due tho Denver Post
who has become so disturbed over WHeoCarthyil
detailed directive to nisz =thaff as to pbow ﬁ
(We shall reproduce thiz - : f
Hoyt has actsd upcn the baelilel thatb
makes the front pawg ot Americe: ¢
trial of loocse, undorunented or unProv

Not 2ll is sweet in Colorado. 4 gtarne senator introduced a
resolution in the legislature to investigate all educational insti-
tutions., When thiz was decslsively de,m“iPﬂJ ne then attacked the
University of Colorado--an ztitack from whilsh nove arizen a number
of misunderstandings, oub of' the stats as well as in. The House
Education Committea has seriously been considsring a list of "Un-
American™ textbooks submitted by the Colorado Schools Protective
Associa tiono And a Denver district attorney, acting upon the request
of a citizens' group, has azksd pocket=-alze ook dictr?butore to

remove various items froo &, saying he would seeh couct achlon if
the titles were still on sale at the end of 60 days. (ﬂdtpfldl in the
last two sentences 1z taken iAcw a rn*;r? {i*om the Ameiican Book
Publishers Council, Other items taken fvo1 this report to follow will

be marked "ABPC.M")
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Georgia., The legislature has established a Literature Commission
and Governor Talmadge has sworn in as memberi: a newspaper (waskly)

editor, a theater owner, andi a BaptloJ clergyman. Their job? To
review "obscens llteratuwa." order distributors Lo wibhold objection-

able matter from the newsslands (but without enfmrwﬂmenf powers ), and
if distributors refuseﬂ te recommend prosecution. (Mentioned also by

ABPC)



Idaho. W. C. Sorenscr, the state curriculum director has
announced that textbooks nsed in Idaho oublic zchocols are given
thorough examinations in an effort to avoid subversive material. (ABPC)
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Illinois. In Chicage Frank A, Maqruder“s textbook American
Government, althoush 1t has been edited agsin (for the 36th time) and
although 1t 1s still prcbably the most W1dply used book in its field
in American schocls, has been dropped by the Board of Education as a
basic text in ecivics courses. The campaign was sparked by the
Educational Reviewer, a quarterly published by the Conference of
American Small Business. Inc., a lobbying group dedicated to the "fight
against subversion.™ (ABPC) Althouch public protests put the book
back on the auxiliary list for use as reference (Chicaec Sun-Times,
March 9), it is by no means certain that even thiz action can svand
unmolested. Coupled with tne pressure acainst Maceruderis book has
been a drive against the UN and amainst a teaching guide which ureged
teachers to impress con puonils the nsed {or analytical thought (Sun-
Times, March 10). The gsuide has been revised, and as in some other
communities, the hirh schools no laonger encourase or vermit high
school students to npartisipate In an annual essay contest on the UN.
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Towa. Following dirf:icultles over 'enn;;thip of nome material
on city newsstands & year a<o, the Intellectual Preedon Lommittee of
the Towa Library Aokfhlwrﬂwn promotad the Adoptiorn of the ALA Library
Bill of Rights ag Llibrarv policy in the state, On February 23 the
Des Moines Tribune published a lead editorial which commended the
successful campaien, referred to Secretarv Dulles

'a resding of a
book by Stalin, gucted from the LBR, ana wound upy "Intellectusl
freedom has to Le =arned and re-parned, country by country, com-
munity by community, insvitution by irslitovi oNes.

"Luecky Iowa, Llocky Amevica, to hawve Aruwiists, libravians, olub-
women, secretaries of state who know that, and fivht for it."

Iowa's state pride seems vardonaovle,
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Massachusetts. Following the attack by the boston Post on the
Boston Pupblic Library last fall, representatives of many local and
regional organizations intcrested in the maintenance of civil liber-
ties and intellectual freedom joined tecstner in a mroup known as
the Massachusetts Council for Consgvitubtionsl Kiphts for burposes of
carrying on a campaign of education in th= areas, Two Librarians
are among the 29 listed members,

General Court
ttee on State

Censcrship bllils introduced in the lMassachuseth:
were reported unfavorably after hearings of the Comm
Administrations.
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Michigan. Fifty high school students from Grand Rapids, Lansing
and Detroi% appeared before the statefs Senate's Judlciary Committee

to urge passage of a bill to prohibit the sale of obscene literature.
In Detroit several of the largest publishers of paperbound books; as
well as several distributcrs, have been indicted by a federal Grand
Jury on charges of shippine obscene literature. Almost 200 titles have
been on the Detrcit Police Censor Boardfs list of objectional books.
Among the authors whose works are included are Ernest Hemingway,
Lillian Smith, Mackinlay Kantor, and Ethel Waters. (ABPC)

The Detrcit censorship system on paperbound becoks 1s taking on
some of the marks of a "model." It was explained in detail and with
approval before the Gathings Committee., We explained how it operated

in our Janvarv Newsletter (no. 5).
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Minnesota. Three yesrs aco the S5t. Cloud City Council set up a
local censorship board with suthority tc ban the sale, display,
printing and disftrituticn of publicationa wihich "prominently feature
an account of horrors., robberies, murders, arson, assault with caustic
chemicsals, assault with a deadly weapon, burelary, kidnavping, mahem,
rape, theft, voluntary manslauahter9 ridicule of law enforcement or
parental authoriiy; or are ooscene, iricoral, lewd or acve sueeestively
obscene, immoral or lewd,; or iidicule anvy "o Or perasons by reason
of race, creed or color: or advaonate un-=A£ canism or sabveraive
activities.,"™ This Lo ooperated with Littis open cviticlism till the
Gathings Committee he ne s mentiored it raporter Leo Sonderegger
wrote a series of articies about the way sorebenn worked Por o the
Minneapolis Star,., O AT ion by it who challenged the
law'!s constitutionsliny e now brought zusoension of the beocard's
authority. (ABPC}

all but cne of ita
rrter Sonderacger apoke
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The Minnesota Lin:
spring district msetnings

at two of them. When drastic chanﬁe: were propoged in a new "ob-
gscene literature™ bill before the Minnesota Jeecislature (a stabute
was already on tie beooks ). o commibhbee orssnized by the MLA, the
University of Minnescitz Press and others cebod Lhem.
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New Jersey,
the advice of a ™M-2it
able titles of nave
withdraw the titl

a presecutor in Middlessx County, following
sommittee," circulated a lish of objectionw-
sooks and advised local distributors to
zale s The distributcrs fell in line,

Bantam Books, Inc.; scught a restraining injunction against
efforts of county officizais o discouraze distribution of its books,




On April 6 of last year Judge Sidney Goldman of the New Jersey
Superior Court, Chancery Divizlon, granted the injunction. Lists of
banned books will presumably noe longer be circulated to police
departments for withdrawal from newsatands,

At Brunswick, January 2l., President Lewis Webster Jones of
Rutgers University issued an extended, resasoned statement concerning
the cases of Professors Simon W, Heimlich and Moses I, Finley, who
had refused to answer questions concernineg Communist affiliation put
to them by the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security.
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New York. In Brookiyn members of 2 par anizatlon cone
ducted a campaign to get neighborhood retailers to withdraw from
sale books to whick the narish objects, Coopevating” dealers
receive a certificate for <isplsy which zpoiauds thelr cooperation.
The list of this "Decency Litcrature Comy ' {15 taxen from the
National Organization off Decent Literatwre monthly list,
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Qhio, In Younpgstown after warnings fronm the police chief more
than [00 titles ware remouc !l Sron new “tPU‘V i led ine works by
Somerset Maugham, dJames Y. Farrell, Guy Floaupassant ., John Steine-
beck, Sherwood Anderscn, =nd John Dos Pazsos. The New Lmerican
lerary of World Litcrature nas brournt suit zecalnst the police chief
seeking an injunction and civil damaves. (ADPC)

In Clevelana an Yanti-crime, anti-zmat® bill met determired
opposition from librarvian Sulvey Lo Mumiord, Trom oublishers and
other citizens. DSaid Mumford, "This proprssd ordinance would in
effect place literaturs 1n a B LM oand wasz eommended in s
Cleveland Press ndlyuvlw A number of books, including
Freud's Introducticn %o have been removed [vom Lhe
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Pennslyvania. In Scranton a drive to ciear newsstands of
"immoral literature"™ has been launched by & prominent clergymasn and
endorsed by the Goverrnor as well as by a long list of clergymen,
state officisalis, and civie organizations. (ABPC)
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Tennesses. 4 legislative qulzuee - :**na 2 statewide
investigation or DubllC school textbeooks 8 probe to
courses given and books used at tne Unlverbity cp “eﬂneosee, The
committee's final report in general cleared publin school textbooks
cf charges of carvving suabvers qu propaoanﬂap but ssk=d that a manual
used in the uwniverai courses in econcmics be dropped.
(ABPC)
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