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were derogatory to the founders of this country.
Everything was to be taken out of the library
which was derogatory to George wWashington, to
Samuel Adams, to John Adams, to Thomas Jefferson,
to Alexander Hamilton, and so on, And when the
D,A.R. committee came back the following year the
librarian had removed to the cellar cr to.the
attic, I forget which, the complete writings of
George Washington, the complete writings of Thomas
Jefferson, the complete writings of Alexander
Hamilton, and so on and so forth, When asked why,
she said, "Because every blasted one of them had
something derogatory about one of the founding
fathers of this country," Ladies and gentlemen,
if you were to get rid of communist propaganda in
the Boston Public Library you would have to with-
draw from it the Boston Post itself because it
quotes what Stalin has said on various occasionS.se.
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Although the vote of the library trustees settled the immediate issue October
3, the Post tapered off its campaign rather slowly, On October 1lh it reprinted a
long editorial from the Haverhill (Mass,) Gazette, Even "more harmful,.,,than the
most skillful deliberate propaganda," so argued the editorial, is the "stuff pro=-
duced by a Sinclair Lewis or a Theodore Dreisser or an Ernest Hemingway--to mention
only three of the more conspicuous novelists of the past 50 years," The good
literate people of Boston must palpitate for the day when the Post and its little
helpers come out against all reading --- and cut their own throats,
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The news clippings for a month of the Boston controversy (September 23 to
October 20) weigh almost a pound, We have enough to make two sets, and we promise
that one set will be kept available for loan to such ambitious or enterprising
students as may wish to examine the case intensively,
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The Library of Congress has just published Freedom of Information: a
Supplementary Survey of Recent Writings by Helen F, Conover, It is an annotated
list of material written on the subject since the publication of a selective survey
in 1949, It can be purchased from the Library's Card Division for 30 cents,
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The Baltimore Sun carried a brief AP dispatch October 26 noting that the school
board of Maryland!s Prince Georges County has denied the use of its schools to any
outside organizations "for United Nations purposes," To quote further, "The all-
Republican board, which several months ago refused to permit United Nations flags
to fly over school buildings, reiterated its opposition to the organization tas it
1s now operated!,!

There is still the "The UN Plus You" sequence of "Captain Video" on TV--or
there was the last time we looked,
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A committee of prominent residents in Harrison, N.Y,, says a November 12 news
dispatch, will protest the order of the local board of education that officers of
any community organization wishing to use school facilities must sign a loyalty
oath before meeting and that guest speakers must do the same before speaking., The
committee expressed itself as afraid that Harrison may become %a ceater of ignorance
or an object of ridicule,"

The board of education had voted for the oath, and then, after the vote
listened to the town's citizens debate the issue, On this undemocratic procedure
the New Yorker makes pungent comment on the first page of its "The Talk of the Town"
(November 22), Even more pungent, in its own way, was the Harrison sequence on
Ed Murrow's “"See It Now" on TV November 23, and fortunate, indeed, were those who
happened to see it,
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In California the State Supreme Court recently ruled that the oath imposed by
University of California Regents on its teachers was invalid, Later the Court up-
held the Levering Act, requiring an oath of loyalty from all state employces, in-
cluding University of Califcrnia professors, Then at the Wovember L election
Californians voted better than 2 to 1 for an amendment to the state constitution
requiring virtually the same oath for the same people as in the Levering Act and
for another amendment withholding state jobs and tax exemptions from anyone advo=
cating violent overthrow of the government, An excellont summary of the California
situation appears in an AP dispatch in The New York Times for November 16,
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In "Danger Ahead in the Public Schools" in the October McCall's John
Bainbridge reviews at length and in detail the attack on the schools in Scarsdale,
New York and elsewhere, and the attacks on the UN and UNESCO,
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Stimulated by its Intellectual Freedom Committee, the California Library Assoe
ciation went on record in its October conventicn in favor of "the teaching of UNESCO
in the public schools and opposing the censorship or elimination of books and ma-
terials on subjects relating to UNESCO and world understanding from classrooms and
libraries of all types." The resclution said alsc, in part, that persons

who attack UNESCO and the ideals for which it stands
are unwittingly suppressing the wery freedoms they
propose to protect. ‘orld friendship and worla
understancing, in one form or another, have been
taught in the public schools csince World War I with-
out previously having been thought controversial or
subversive, There is real danger that censcrship of
books and other materials though originatirng in the
classroom may spread rapidly to schosl and public
libraries in violation of our Library Bill of Rights,
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The Committee on Intellectual Freedom is quoted briefly about the professicnal
duty of librarians in a box on page 2 of the October Church and State, a Montly
Review,
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Librarians interested in intellectual freedom may wish to contribute items for
a heading in the New Yorker called "Department of Higher Education; Let's All Shut
Our Eyes Division,m You may get an idea from an item which appeared under that
heading on page 1L0 of the October L issue,
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Recently at a state library association meeting in the Middle West a group of
librarians put on a series of scenes about librarian-borrower-public relationships.
One depicted an excited colloquy between an American Legionnaire and the chairman
of a Public Library Board of Trustees, It developed that the Legionnaire had gone
to the library and complained about several books on the shelves, On duty at the
circulation desk was a young nonprofessional, who immediately went into a backroom,
brought out a copy of the Library Bill of Rights, handed it without more ado to his
irate caller, and said, "Here you are, This is our policy about books, It's all
there in black and white,"

Later, when the Legionnaire has left the library, he reads the LBR, fastens
upon section 5 and complains about it to the lawyer chairman of the library board,
The chairman, who fundamentally believes in intellectual freedom but hasn't ever
got that far in the fine print, is disturbed, and he runs to the head librarian for
help and an explanation.

But the payoff comes in the next scene, a library staff meeting, in which it
develops that the young desk attendant had already forgotten the incident with the
Legionnaire and had no idea that the library was plunging into difficulties,

Moral 1: The Library Bill of Rights is not something to be stuck away in the
safe for a rainy day, It!'s something to be openly discussed and accepted by library
trustees and library staff before the deluge comes down,

Moral 2: Defending intellectual freedom is a professional obligation, It is
possible for a problem to develop where a staff association has both professional
and nonprofessional members, At Boston Public, for instance, in an informal peti-
tion of support for the Library Bill of Rights and the Labelling statement, there
was some hesitation about signing the document on the part of nonprofessional
workers who lacked civil service status and who were insufficiently aw.re of the
library's responsibility for the public interest as over against private interests,

Moral 3: Role playing can be fun--and a valuable exercise, Its greatest value
develops if librarians will play the roles of borrower, trustee and man-in-the-
street up to the hilt,
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If this is the first issue of the Newsletter you have seen and you would like
a free subscription, let us know by postcard.
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Last month we published an item about a request by the Texas State Commissioner
of Education that all publishers submitting textbooks for adoption should “indicate
whether or not each of the authors, illustrators and editors of the books submitted
can qualify" as nonsubversive, This month the Alabama State Board of Education has
become a copy cat. No author, editor or illustrator of a textbook used in Alabama
can have ever been a member of the Communist Party, can be “in sympathy with sub-
versive teachings," can for the past ten years have been a member of an organization
on the Attorney General!'s list, or a member of a Communist front organization regis-
tered under the Federal Security Act of 1950, Required to make sure of all this
are the textbook publishers, at the request of the State Superintendent of Educae -
tiont

We have at hand a Birmingham news clipping of last July indicating "patriotic®
opposition to school use of the revised textbook The Challenge to Democracy, And
we have copies of outspoken editorials "Book Burning Gees On" and "A Call for
Courage" in the September Bulletin of the Birmingham Teachers Association,

Real Estate Boards in Alabama and New Jersey have protested passages about
home ownership in textbooks even after revision and in one esse after a transfer of
& book from Harper Brothers to McGraw-Hill, LIf all this seems a little confused
and inconclusive, maybe at this point, we are too,
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Many of us are disturbed these days that other people, particularly those in
Asia, may fail to appreciate and understand American institutions, It is hearten=-
ing, then, to learn that the Hindu, a daily published in Madras and of great influ-
ence in India, has reprinted important passages from David Berninghausents "The
Right to Read: American Librarians on Censorship Front," a report on the New York
Intellecutal Freedom Conferesnce in the July 12 Nation, Publication was obviously
approving, -
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Ex-librarian Ruth Brown and ex-library trustee Darlene Essary have lost their
case against the city government of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, In 1950 the city come
missioners named a new library board supplanting the established board and librare
ian, The Misses Brown and Essary contended that their action was contrary to state
statutes, to state interest in library matters and to the "general public welfare,"
On September 16 the Oklahoma Supreme Court ruled against the plaintiffs, holding
that "the operation and administration of a city public library is a matter of
strictly municipal concern," To those who recall the Bartlesville background, it
will seem unfortunate that the law in this instance could not be brought to encom-
pass intellectual freedom or courageous performance,
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Things are slowly going to pot in American public libraries, according to
Henry Black in "War Invades the Libraries," November Masses & Mainstream, Librar-
ians are "probably getting a little less than before the war® in real pay, the
quality of public library service (including intellectual freedom) has been declin-
ing, and movement is almost all in the direction of further restriction, according
to Mr, Black. Responsible for this deterioration are the federal government and
"the reactionaires" (not otherwise identified), Mr, Black's article may be read to
gain a view other than that ordinarily found in library journals, over library desks,



















