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This Coretta Scott King Awards Discussion Guide was prepared by members 

of the 2007 CSK Book Awards Jury: Brenda M. Hunter, Kimberly A. Patton, Adelaide Poniatowski 

Phelps, Bettye Loggins Smith, Henrietta M. Smith, Lila B. Wisotzki. Edited by Darwin L. 

Henderson, CSK Book Awards Jury Chair, and Fran Ware, CSK Book Awards Committee Chair. 

The activities and discussion topics are developed to encompass state school standards. These 

standards equally apply to students from all linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Students will 

demonstrate their proficiency, skills and knowledge of subject matter in accordance to national 

and state standards. Please refer to the website, www.edu.gov, for detailed information. 

The Coretta Scott King Book Award: A Living Legend 

The Coretta Scott King Award has grown since its conception in the late 1960s. At its humble 

inception at the May 1970 dinner gala of the New Jersey Library Association, Lillie Patterson 

was honored for her biography, Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace. In 1972, CSK held its 

first breakfast at an ALA conference site. Official affiliation with the Social Responsibilities 

Round Table (SRRT) came in 1980, and in 1982, the American Library Association recognized 

the Coretta Scott King Award as an association award. During the 2003 ALA Midwinter meet

ing, the Coretta Scott King Taskforce became affiliated with the Ethnic and Multicultural 

Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT). The affiliation with EMIERT gave the group a new 

name: the Coretta Scott King Book Award Committee. Success of the Committee can be attrib

uted to the work of tireless volunteers and visionary founders. For a more complete history, 

consult these works: The Coretta Scott King Awards Book: From Vision to Reality, edited 

by Henrietta Smith, American Library Association, 1999; and The Coretta Scott King Awards: 
1970-2004, third edition by Henrietta Smith, American Library Association, 2004. 

For over thirty-five years, books by African American writers and artists have been honored by 

receiving the Coretta Scott King Book Award. This Award promotes understanding and appre

ciation of the culture of all peoples and their contributions to the African American culture. The 

Award is designed to commemorate the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and to 

honor Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace 

and world brotherhood. The multidimensional characteristics of the authors' and illustrators' 

works reflect the African American experience from both the historical and contemporary 

perspectives. Opportunities to celebrate the r ich and powerful experiences depicted in these 

books lie in the hands of the adults in children's and young adults' lives. This Discussion Guide 

is, therefore, dedicated to those teachers, parents, librarians, booksellers, and caregivers who 

are committed to enriching the lives of children and young adults with quality literature. 

Among their many other functions, book awards provide a simple means for casual browsers 

in bookstores, libraries, and schools to find material that is engaging, well-crafted, and satisfy

ing both emotionally and intellectually. The Coretta Scott King Award particularly introduces the 

best in African American literature to all children. The Award now graces dozens of titles, from 

picture books for the smallest children to novels and nonfiction for teenagers. In this guide, we 

have examined some of these titles from different angles and perspectives. 
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JOHN STEPTOE NEW TALENT 
AUTHOR AWARD WINNER: 

Traci L. Jones tor 

STANDING AGAINST THE WIND 

Published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

Coretta Scott King Book Award 
Illustrator Award: 
MOSES: WHEN HARRIET TUBMAN 
LED HER PEOPLE TO FREEDOM 
By Carole Boston Weatherford 
Illustrated by Kadir Nelson 

Published by Jump at the Sun, 
an imprint of Hyperion Books for Children 

Coretta Scott King Book Award 
Illustrator Honor Award: 
JAZZ 
By Walter Dean Myers 
Illustrated by Christopher Myers 

Published by Holiday House 
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Coretta Scott King Book Award 
Illustrator Honor Award: 
POETRY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 
LANGSTON HUGHES 
Edited by David Roessel and Arnold Rampersad 
Illustrated by Benny Andrews 

Published by Sterling Publishing Co, Inc. 

Coretta Scott King Book Award 
Author Award: 
COPPER SUN 
By Sharon M. Draper 

Published by Atheneum Books for Young Readers 

Coretta Scott King Book Award 
Author Honor Award: 
THE ROAD TO PARIS 
By Nikki Grimes 

Published by GJ? Putnam's Sons, 
a division of Penguin Young Readers Group 
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By Traci L. Jones 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

A 
fter her mother's incarceration, thirteen-year-old 
Patrice is uprooted from her comfortable home 
in Georgia, and forced to live with her aunt in 

Chicago. In this debut novel, Traci L. Jones captures 
Patrice's sense of alienation, especially when ridiculed 
for her "puffy" hair. Patrice is a character with strong 
determination who learns how to dodge the cruel 
bullying of streetwise boys. Encouraged by her school 
principal and her sawy friend Monty, shy Patrice gains 
enough confidence to reach her goal and succeed 
"against the wind." 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

fht1J;t1d Ad~it1rt t~e Wit1J 

If you could excel at one thing, what would that be? Write a plan for how you 
would achieve your goal. 

Start a journal where you write about your thoughts and feelings concerning 
school. Which parts of the journal would you share with your friends 
and classmates? 

Patrice is teased about her "puffy" hair. Have you ever been teased about your 
personal appearance? Write a journal entry about how it felt to be teased. 

Sometimes peer pressure makes you behave or say someth ing you wouldn't 
do otherwise. Give an example of how this might happen. 

Patrice's secret dream is to have a loving family and to attend Dogwood 
Academy. Do you have a secret dream? What would you do to achieve 
your dream? 

Related CSK Titles: 

Jimi & Me; Jaime Adoff, Jump at the Sun, an imprint of Hyperion Books for Children 

Rainbow Jordan; Alice Childress, Putnam 

The Way a Door Closes; Anita Hope Smith, Illustrated by Shane W. Evans, Henry Holt 

Who Am I Without Him ; Sharon Flake, Jump at the Sun, an imprint of Hyperion Books 
for Children 

Traci L. Jones 

5 



By Carole Boston Weatherford 
Illustrated by Kadir Nelson 
Jump at the Sun, an imprint of Hyperion 
Books for Children 

H 
arriet Tubman's journey from slavery to free
dom is poetically and masterfully told. The 
strong emotional impact of the illustrations 

combine with rich sensory language to make this 
book a work of art. Kadir Nelson's bold and expres
sive detailed paintings capture the essence of 
Harriet Tubman's treacherous journey to freedom. 
Double-page spreads and the use of deep shades 
of blue, brown, and gold combine to effectively 
evoke Tubman's sense of purpose and determination. Although portrayed as a larger 
than life African American historical figure, the poetic language and brilliant illustrations 
maintain her full humanity. 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

Why was Harriet Tubman called Moses? 

Slaves often sang Negro spirituals to help t hem escape from bondage. Find two 
additional ways enslaved people secretly talked to each other. 

Write and present a Reader's Theater performance using the text of this book. 

Explore the website for the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center: 
www.freedomcenter.org. Locate additional information about Harriet Tubman. 

Trace the route of the Underground Railroad to Canada using online resources 
in your school media center or public library. 

Explore the website for The African American Experience Fund: 
www.aaexperience.org. Locate and read about each certified site including the 
National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom. 

Related CSK Titles: 

All Night, All Day: A Child's First Book of African American Spirituals; Ashley Bryan, 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers 

Freedom River; Doreen Rappaport, Illustrated by Bryan Collier, Jump at the Sun, 
an imprint of Hyperion Books for Children 

Minty: The Story of Young Harriet Tubman ; Alan Schroeder, 
Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney, Dial Kadir Nelson 
Which Way Freedom?; Joyce Hansen, Walker 

7 Photo Credit: David Harrison 



Illustration © 2006 Christopher Myers 

By Walter Dean Myers 
Illustrated by Christopher Myers 
Holiday House 

I 
n this father-son collaboration, artist Christopher 
Myers's bold, dramatic paintings celebrate the 
different styles of jazz. Beginning with melody, 

improvisation, and rhythm, the Myers' poems and 
paintings offer a tribute to this original American 
musical genre. Figures of musicians capture the 
melodious cacophony that is the world of Jazz. In full 
color, double-page spreads the musicians dance off 
the page as they play their "Good-bye to Old Bob 
Johnson; while "the walls are shaking/ and the 
ceiling's coming down/ 'cause twenty-finger Jack/ has just come back to town~ An 
introduction to jazz at the beginning of the book and a useful time line and glossary at 
the end add authenticity and historical relevance to this musical tribute. 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

Research one of the names of the musicians listed in the t ime line at the end 
of the book. What was his or her contribution to the history of jazz? 

Locate biographical information on two jazz musicians or vocalists still living. 
Write a report about why their interpretation of jazz music or style of 
performance is unique. 

Interview a relative or family friend about the music t hat was important to them 
when they were your age. 

Using the library and Internet as a resource, sample music from the different 
people mentioned in the time line, then check out jazz CDs by your favorite 
musicians which you can share with your classmates. 

The illustrations for JAZZ are visually stimulating. However, we have five 
senses. Select and discuss one of the other senses you experience when you 
look at the illustrations. 

Related CSK Titles: 

Ellington Was Not a Street; Ntozake Shange, Illustrated by Kadir Nelson, 
Simon & Schuster 

My Family Plays Music; Judy Cox, Illustrated by Elbrite Brown, Holiday House 

Rap a Tap Tap: Here's Bojangles-Think of That!; Leo and Diane 
Dillon, Orchard Books, an imprint of Scholastic, Inc. 

Ray Charles; Sharon Bell Mathis, Illustrated by George Ford, Lee 
& Low Books (originally published by Crowell) 
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Edited by David Roessel and Arnold Rampersad 
Illustrated by Benny Andrews 
Sterling Publishing Co, Inc. 

P
oetry for Young People: Langston Hughes is 
one of several collections in a series which 
has introduced adolescent audiences to the 

canon of classical poetry. Among the poets included 
in the series are Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, Edna 
St. Vincent Millay, Carl Sandburg, and Walt 

Poctr\' lor 
Youn ~ h,' llplt 

Langston 
Hughes 
~L... ~.t... , ..... ........, 

Whitman. In this collection of 26 poems by I ...,. _ _..,.... ·~t1 ,l 
Langston Hughes, the editors offer the reader an 
introduction which weaves biographical information 
about Hughes and a critical discussion about his 
work. Equally useful are the brief introductions to each poem, and a definition of 
unfamiliar words. Using a rich palette, and combin ing collage with painting, Benny 
Andrews' vibrant illustrations perfectly depict the movement described or suggested in 
each poem. Andrews's elongated figures reflect the nuances, rhythm, and mood of each 
poem. Readers will find the illustrations creative, bold in color, with often repeated pat
terns, imaginative, and familiar. The collection contains a table of contents and an index. 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

In the brief introduction to the poem Final Curve, the editors state, "Hughes tells us 
that if we can face our true self, then we can face anything." Write a short humor
ous poem about yourself. In your poem, describe what you might expect to discover 
about yourself "When you turn the corner/ And you run into yourself." 

Langston Hughes was among the young writers and artists who celebrated African
American life and culture after World War I. Describe the Harlem Renaissance. 
Develop a time line of the individuals whose work highlighted all aspects of African 
American life. Also include dates of significant publications by Hughes and other 
writers, artists, and musicians. 

Create a shoebox diorama of your favorite Langston Hughes poem from this collection. 

Locate and read three poems about dreams in this collection. Write your own poem 
about dreams. 

Related CSK Titles: 

Ashley Bryan's ABC of African American Poetry; Ashley Bryan, Atheneum Books for Young Readers 

Brown Honey and Broomwheat Tea; Joyce Carol Thomas, Illustrated by Floyd Cooper, Harper Collins 

Carver: A Life In Poems; Marilyn Nelson, Front Street 

Harlem; Walter Dean Myers, Illustrated by Christopher Myers, Scholastic 

The Other Side; Angela Johnson, Illustrated by E.B. Lewis, Orchard 

Uptown ; Bryan Collier, Henry Holt 

Visiting Langston; Willie Perdomo, Illustrated by Bryan Collier, Henry Holt 
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By Sharon M. Draper 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers 

F 
ifteen year old Amari's struggle with the evils of 
slavery will resonate with young adult readers. 
Dragged from her African home, forced onto a slave 

ship, and purchased as a gift for a plantation owner's 
son, Amari flees to save the life of a young enslaved boy. 
Forming an unlikely alliance with an indentured servant, the 
threesome set off on their treacherous journey of survival 
and hope. 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

Amari's story begins in her village in Africa with her family. Discuss some of the 
ways her life might have been similar to the way teenagers live today. What are 
some of the differences? 

Polly was an indentured servant. Explain what it means to be an indentured 
servant. What are some of the ways Polly's story is similar to Amari's? 

How do you feel about Amari's friendship with Polly? Write about a friend of 
yours who would help you if you were in trouble. 

History usually tells us that escaped enslaved Africans fled north toward 
freedom. Why did Amari's party travel south in pursuit of freedom? Discuss 
t he benefits and disadvantages of her plan. 

Fort Mose was an all black settlement in Florida. Research and explore informa
tional resources about other all black settlements and towns in the United 
States. How many can you find? In which region of the count ry are they located? 

How did t he emancipat ion of t he enslaved affect the relationship between 
slaveholders and newly freed slaves? Discuss the differences between the life 
of a freed person and the life of an enslaved person. 

Related CSK Titles: 

Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence: The Story of New York's African Burial Ground; 
Joyce Hanson and Gary McGowan, Henry Holt 

Day of Tears; Julius Lester, Jump at the Sun, an imprint of Hyperion Books 
for Children 

I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, a 
Freed Girl (Dear America Series); Joyce Hanson, Scholastic 

The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales; Virginia 
Hamilton, Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon, Knopf Books 
for Young Readers 
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By Nikki Grimes 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, a division of Penguin 
Young Readers Group 

N 
ikki Grimes introduces Paris Richmond, a resilient 
biracial eight year old whose search for a loving 
family means the separation from her beloved 

brother and some difficult life choices. Does she stay with 
a loving foster family or return to an alcoholic mother and 
a possible reunion with her brother? With strong character
ization, and spare prose, Grimes offers the reader a 
memorable protagonist whose strength comes from keep
ing "God in her pocket." 

Activities and Discussion Topics 

Paris had one person in her life she knew she could count on. Who was 
that individual? Write about someone in your own life you know will always be 
someone on whom you can depend. 

Paris was starting over in a new school and felt she was alone. Ashley 
recognized this and befriended her. How would you want to be treated if you 
were enrolling in a new school? How have you treated a student newly 
enrolled in your school? 

Biracial children are often perceived differently by their peers. What was the 
reaction to Paris's racia l identity by her peers at school? Did Paris experience 
any problems or obstacles that are associated wit h racism? Identify those 
problems or obstacles. How would you have dealt with them? 

Sometimes things don't work out with biological families and circumstances 
force an individual to live with a foster fami ly. How did Paris feel about living 
with a foster family? What does the concept of "family" mean to you? Draw a 
Family Tree and explain why each person is important to you. 

Related CSK Titles: 

Duey's Tale; Pearl Bailey, Harcourt 

Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff; Walter Dean Myers, Viking 

Nathaniel Talking; Eloise Greenfield, Illustrated by Jan Spivey Gilchrist, Black Butterfly 
Children's Press 

Miracle's Boys; Jacqueline Woodson, G. P. Putnam's Sons, a division of Penguin Young 
Readers Group 

Nikki Grimes 
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The Coretta Scott King Award Seal was designed by 
internationally known artist Lev Mills in 1974. The symbolism 
used in designing the seal centers around Dr. King's teachings 

and doctrines, the purpose for which the Award was founded. 

The basic circle represents continuity in movement, resolving 
from one idea to another. Within the circle is the image of a 
black child reading a book. The five main religious symbols 
below the image of the child represent nonsectarianism. The 
superimposed pyramid symbolizes both strength and Atlanta 

University, where the Award was headquartered at the time the 
seal was designed. At the apex of the pyramid is the dove, 
symbolic of peace, one of Dr. King's doctrines. The rays shine 
toward peace and brotherhood. 






