











A Guide to Grants Information

Frank P. Iacono, Rhode 1sland Chapter Councilor

New Publication from ALA Books: The Big Book of Library Grant
Money: profiles of 1,471 private and corporate foundations
and direct corporate givers receptive to library grant propos-
als.

Starting with the basics, the following titles provide excellent in-
formation for librarians entering the realm of grantseeking and
grantsmanship:

Barber, Peggy and Linda Crowe. Getting Your Grant: A How-
To-Do-It Manual for Librarians. Neal-Schuman, 1993,

Corry, Emmett. Grants for Libraries, 2nd ed. Libraries
Unlimited, 1986.

Margolin, Judith, ed. The Foundation Center’s User-Friendly
Guide: Grantseekers Guide to Resources. The Foundation
Center, 1990.

Woolls, Blanche. Grant Proposal Writing: A Handbook for
School Library Media Specialists. Greenwood Press, 1986.

Armed with a worthy cause and no money, the librarian now must
deal with the nuts and bolts of grantsmanship, researching who
funds what. When comprehensively researching foundations, the
most valuable publications to be perused are those produced by
The Foundation Center in New York (call 800/424-9836 for their
latest catalog). Foundation Center titles of particular note are:

The Foundation Directory, which provides vital information on
the nation’s 7,500 largest foundations (those awarding at least
$100,000 in grants annually or with assets of $1 million or more).

The Foundation Directory Part 2, which provides information on
over 4,200 mid-sized foundations (those with annual giving be-
tween $25.000 and $100,000).

The Foundation Grants Index, which lists over 55,000 grants of
$10,000 or more awarded by over 750 of the nation’s largest foun-
dations.

The National Guide to Funding for Libraries and Information
Services, 2nd ed., which provides essential facts on over 600
foundations and corporate direct giving programs, each with a
history of awarding grant dollars to libraries.

The Foundation center publications are not inexpensive. If your
budget does not allow for their purchase, one sure place to find
them is at a Foundation Center cooperating funding center. There
are roughly 200 in the United States. These usually maintain all
the Center’s publications in their collection. Don’t like either of
these options? Well how about doing your search electronically
via Internet. All librarians with access to a microcomputer and a
modem can surf the Internet. Through Internet the DIALOG Infor-
mation Retrieval Service databases are just a telnet aaway (telnet
dialog.com connects you) and among the 400 + databases at your
disposal are The Foundation Directory and The Foundation
Grants Index. Of course you'll need a Dialog account number and
password (it isn’t free to say the least) and preferably some train-
ing in searching DIALOG, but it would take numerous well-done
searches to add up to the price of these publications in hard copy.
Call DIALOG at 800-334-3564 to get all the information necessary
for setting up an account.

Lastly you may wish to know what grants Uncle Sam makes avail-
able to libraries. Earlier this year the American Library Association’s
Washington Office published Federal Grants and Services for
Libraries: a Guide to Selected Programs. the guide describes
112 federal grant programs that provide funding for library-related
projects, exclusive of the major targeted federal library programs -
the Library Services and Construction Act and the Higher Educa-
tion Act Title II. The guide is available from ALA Washington
Office, 110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, DC 20002 and
costs $8. Grant information is also provided through the ALA
Washington Office Newsline, an electronic journal available with-
out charge through the Internet. To subscribe, send an e-mail mes-
sage “ subscribe ala-won FirstName LastName” to
listserv@uicvm.uic.edu. And finally, all federal grant programs in
existence are detailed in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assis-
tance, published by the Government Printing Office. User friendly
it’s not, but at $46 it’s a subscription worth considering.

Frank Iacono is Supervisor of Reference Services at the Depart-
ment of State Library Services and News Editor of the RILA Bulle-
tin. Reprinted with permission from the Rhode Island Library As-
sociation Bulletin, January/February 1994.

Kay Tavill in the Chapter Relations Office has compiled a list of
Internet addresses for select national sites providing information
related to grants and funding opportunities. She also maintains a
list of listservs that address funding issues in general. Please
contact Kay if you would like either of these lists.

Chapter Relations Office new Assistant
Director, Kay Tavill

Kay Tavill has joined the ALA staff as Assistant Director of the
Chapter Relations Office. She comes to ALA from Marquette
University where she managed the Funding Information Center, a
Foundation Center cooperating network funding center. She has
developed and taught numerous workshops, seminars, university
graduate school and continuing education courses on tcpics rang-
ing from funding research, grant proposal writing, interdiscipli-
nary research, and internet for fundraising and development. Kay
also serves on the board of directors of numerous nonprofit orga-
nizations, consults privately, and reviews grant proposals for the
US Department of Education.

Kay served on the Publications Committee of the Wisconsin Li-
brary Association for several years and has also been active in
Association of College and Research Libraries, Education and
Behavioral Sciences section, having served as chair of the Cur-
riculum Materials Committee, the Publications Committee, and the
ACRL Philosophical, Theological, and Religious Studies Discus-
sion Group. She has also been a member of the Fundraising and
Financial Development Section of Library Administration and Man-
agement Section, serving on the Trends, Marketing, and Project
Development Committee.

Her professional writing spans reviews for electronic and print
sources, articles, newsletters, directories, and books, in topics rang-
ing from library and information science, fundraising and philan-
thropy. Jewish studies, and yoga. Kay has a MLIS from University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and is currently writing her thesis in Lib-
eral Studies at Loyola University Chicago.







