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TWO STANDARD WORKS. 
A 1.Vew Book by Prof. Bowen. 

Modern Philosophy, 
From Descartes to Schopenhauer and Hartmann. By FRANCIS 

BowRN, A. M., author of "American Political Economy," 
and Alford Professor of Natural Religion and Moral Phi
losophy in Harvard College. 1 vol., 8vo. Printed on laid 
paper, and neatly bound. Cloth, $3.00. 
PROF. FRANCIS BowEN, of Harvard University, is so well 

known as an acute thinker and an able writer, that any work 
coming from his hand could not fail to receive more than ordi. 
nary attention, but the announcement that his latest book will 
treat of modern philosophy, which has been the special subject 
of his study and to which he has devoted his best energies, 
gives additional interest and value to its publication. The 
purpose of this book has been to furnish within moderate com
pass a comprehensive and intelligible account of the metaphy-• 
sical systems of the great men who have been the leaders of 
European thought on philosophical subjects for nearly three 
centuries. Beginning with Descartes_ and Spinoza, the story 
is brought down to the present day. The earlier French and 
the later German schools are thoroughly discussed in all their 
bearings, and the aim has been not merely to give an historical 
account, Lut to fully explain the sources from which they arose, 
their development, and their logical results. Special treatises, 
such as Kant's ° Critique of Pure Reason," and Hartmann's 
"Philosophy of the Unconscious," are made the subjects of 
elaborate co1umeutary, and expounded in all their leading 
features with ~rcat care and minuteness. As explained and 
criticised in this work, the most abstruse philosophical writings 
are made intelligible and instructive for the ordinary reader. 
Nor are the controversies of the present hour forgotten. All 
the great plrilosophical questions or the day are debated, and 
each in turn subjected to the most thorough criticism. The 
systems of the pantheist, the positivist, and the fatalist arc 
controverted with equal earnestness in this volume. 

';_!he great merits of this •work have long· sittce made it 
an American Classic, as well as given it an inter11atio11al 
rejidation.''-The Nation. 

The Earth as 
Human 

~odified by 
Action. 

13y GEORGE P. MARSH, Author of "Lectures on the 
English Language," etc. A new and revised edi
tion. r vol., crown 8vo, cloth. Price reduced from 
$4.50 to $3.oo. 

It is some three years since this valuable work, the 
latest production of its learned author, was first given 
to the public. 

At the time, it was most favorably received and at
tracted wide attention. It is now issued anew, after 
careful revision, and at a reduced price-uniform with 
Mr. Marsh's other books. An edition of" The J,arth" 
has also been brought out in England, and Tiu Spec
tator, noticing it recently and at length, takes occasion 
to say: 

" The book, though it is, as we have said, scientific in 
method, is intended less for the· profess:ed physicist than for 

persons of general intelligence and culture, and to such we 
sincerely recommend it. The style is clear and often graphit, 
and the work is full of interesting and s11ggestive information.'' 

*** The above books for sale by alt booksellers, or will be sent, exjress charges paid, upon recr.1ft oftlu price, by 

SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & CO., PUBLISHERS, 743 & 745 Broadway, N. Y. 

SCRIBNER, WELFORD & ARMSTRONG, 
743 and 745 Broadway, New York. 

IMPORTANT NEW W ,ORKS. 

HISTORY of THE CERAMIC ART. AR'T and SCIENCE HANDBOOKS. 
A Descriptive and Philosophical Study of the Pottery of all 

Ages and all Nations . . By ALBERT JACQUEMART. Contain
ing 200 woodcuts by H. Catenaccl and Jules Jacquemart, 
12 fine etchings on steel by Jules Jacquemart, and 1000 

marks and mo1tograms. Translated by ~frs. Bury Pallisor, 
author of ' 1 A History of Lace," etc. New edition. Royal 
8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, $10.50. 

GERVINUS. 
Shakespeare Commentaries. By Dr. G. C. G~RVINUS, Pro

fessor at Heidelberg. Translated, under the author's super
in.temlence, by F. E. BuNNETT. A new edition, thoroughly 
revised by the translator. With a Preface by F. J. Furni
vall. 8vo, cloth, 955 pages, $5.25. 

BO.HN'S LIBRARIES. New Volumes. 
,. CAMOENS. The Lusiad; or, The Discovery of India. 

An Epic Poem. Translated from the Pvrtuguese of Louis de 
Camoens. With a Life of the Poet. By W. J. MICKLE. 
Fifth e<liiion, revised by E. RICHMOND HODGES, (Standard 
Library.) $qo. 

2. FIELDING (Henry). AMELIA. With Cruikshank's 
.- illustrations. (Novelist's Library.) $2.00. 

3. LEONARDO DA VINCI. A Treatise on Painting. By 
LEONARDO DA VINCI. Translated from the Italian by JOHN 
FRANCIS RIGAUD, B.A. With a Life of Leonardo, an Ac
count of his Works by JOHN \V1LLIAM BROWN, and numer
ous plates. New edition, revised. (Artist's Library.) $2.00. 

4. EARLY BALLADS. lllustrative of History, Traditions, 
and Customs ; also, Ballads and -Songs of the Peasantry of 

::England. E<lited by 1<.obert Bell. 12mo, cloth, $1.40. 

,. TEXTILE FABRICS. By the very Rev. DANIEL RocK, 
D.D. With numerous woodcuts. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, 
$1.00. 

2. IVORIES, ANCIENT AND MEDIJEVAL. By WM. 
MASKELL. \Vith numerous woodcuts. Crown 8vo, limp 
cloth, $1.00. 

3. ANCIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND 
WOOD-WORK. By JOHN HUNGERFORD POLLEN. With 
62 woodcuts. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, $1.00. 

4. MAJOLICA. By C. DRURY E. FoRTNUM, F.S.A. 82 
woodcuts. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, $1.00. 

5. MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. By CARL ENGEL. With 
77 woodcuts. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, $1.00. 

6. PERSIAN ART. By MaJor R. MURDOCH SMITH. With 
map and woodculs. Crown 8vo, cloth, 75 cents. 

7. MANUAL OF DESIGN. Compiled from the Writings 
and Addresses of Richard Redgrave. By GILBERT R. 
REOGl~AVE. Crown 8vo, with illustrations, cloth, $r.oo. 

8. THE , INDUSTRIAL ARTS. Historical Sketches. 
With 240 illustrations. 12mo, 276 pages, cloth, $1.50. 

9. HANDBOOK TO THE SPECIAL LOAN COLLEC
TION OF SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS, SOUTH 
KENSINGTON MUSEUM, 1876. , vol., crown 8vo, 
340 pages, with numerous illustrations of Scientific Appara
tus, Ancient and Modern. Cloth extra, $r.25. 

ro. FOOD. Some Account of its Sources, Constituents, and 
Uses. By A. H. CHURCH. Crown 8vo, cloth, $1.00. 

'u. ECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY. By ANDREW MURRAY. 
Aptera. (Spiders, Mites, etc.) 12mo, cloth, illus., $2.50. 

...... 
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Harper& Brothers'Lzstof New Books. 

I. 

THE CREEDS /t5F CHRIST ENDO/If. BibUotluca 
Symbolica EcclesiCE U-hiversali.r. The Creeds of Chris
tendom, with a Hi5"tory and Critical Notes. By Philip 
Schaff, D.D., LL.D., Professor of Biblical Literature in 
the Union Theological Seminary, New York. Three 
volumes. Svo, cloth, $15.00. 

I I. 
THE JEWS AND THEIR PERSECUTORS. By 

Eugene Lawrence. 32mo, paper, 20 cents. 

III. 
PETER THE CREA T. By John Lothrop Motley. 

32mo, paper, 25 cents. 
IV. 

COOKING RECEIPTS FRO/If HARPER'S BAZAR. 
32mo, paper, 25 cents. 

V. 
CICERO'S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS: also, 

Treatises on the Nature of the Gods, and on the Com
monwealth. Literally translated, chiefly by C. D. Yonge. 
12mo, doth, $1.50. Uniform with Harper's New 
Classical Library. 

VI. 
A PRIMER OF GREEK LITERATURE. By Eugene 

Lawrence. 32mo1 paper, 25 cents. 

VII. 
A PRIMER OF LA TIN LITERATURE. By Eugene 

Lawrence. 32mo, paper, 25 cents. 

VIII. 
A SCHOOL HISTORY OF GREECE. By George W. 

Cox, l\f.A,, author of "A General History of Greece." 
16mo, cloth, 70 cents. 

IX. 
ART EDUCATION APPLIED TO INDUSTRY. 

By Col. George Ward Nichols. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 
illuminated and gilt, $4.00. 

X. 
SEEMANN'S MYTHOLOGY. The Mythology of 

Greece and Rome, with Special Reference to its use in 
Art. From the German of 0. Seemann. Edited by G. 
H. Bianchi, B.A., late Scholar of St. Peter's Coll~ge, 
Cambridge, Brotherton Sanskrit Prizeman, 1875. \Vith 
sixty-four illustrations. 16mo, cloth, 70 cents. 

XI. 
CAA1P, COURT, AND SIEGE: A Narrative of Per

sonal Adventure and Observation during Two Wars. 
1861-1865.-1870-187_1. By Wickham Hoffman, Assistant 
Adjutant-General United States Volunteers, and Secre
tary United States Legation at St. Petersburg. 12mo, 
cloth, $1.25. 

XII. 
RECONCILIATION OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION. 

By Alexander Winchell, LL.D., author of B Sketches of 
Creation," "The Doctrine of Evolution," etc. 1:rn10, 
cloth, $2.00. 

XIII. 
UNIVERSITY LIFE IN ANCIENT A THENS. By 

W. \V. Capes. 32mo, paper, 25 cents. 

XIV. 
EPOCHS OF ENGLISH HISTORY. A Series of Books 

narrating the History of England at Successive Epochs. 
Edited by the Rev. M. Creighton, M.A. 

I. Early England. 32mo, paper, 25 cents.-2. England 
a Continental Power. 32mo, paper, 25 cents.-3. Rise of 
the People. $2n10, paper, 25 cents.-4. The Tudors and 
the Reformatwn. 321110, paper, 25 cents.-5. The Strug
gle against Absolute :Monarchy. 32mo, paper, 25 cents. 

THE NEW NOVELS 
PUBLISHED BY . HARPER & BROTHERS, NEW YORK. 

*•• Tluse Nov,ls are £n Paper Covers, except wlure j DIEUDONNEE. By Geraldine Butt. 20 cents. 
otherwhe sjec1fied. 

CA RITA. By Mrs. Oliphant. Illustrated. 50 cents. 

MARJORIE BRUCE'S LOVERS. By Mary Patrick. 
25 cents. 

VIRGINIA. A Roman Sketch. 25 cents. 

WINSTOWE. By Mrs. Leith-Adams. 25 cents. 

PERCY AND THE PROPHET. By Wilkie Collins. 
20 cents. 

KA TE CRONIN'S DOWRY. By Mrs. Cashel Hoey. 
15 cents. 

MRS. ,ARTHUR. By Mrs. Oliphant. 40 cents. 

THE 7;·1,1E OF ROSES. By Geraldine Butt. 20 cents 

THE HOUSE ON THE BEACH. By George Mere 
dith. 20 cents. 

HEAPS OF JlfONEY. By W. E. Norris. 25 cents, 

THE JILT. By Charles Reade. Illustrated. 20 cents. 

THE MILL OF ST. HERBOT. By Mrs. Macquoid. 
20 cents. 

L-ibrary Edition o/ 1-Vt."lliam Black's Novels: '1 A Prin
cess of Thule," •1 :Madcap Violet," n A Daughter of 
Heth," n Three Feathers,' "The Strange Adventures of 
a Phaeton," H Kilmeny," n In Silk Attire.',' 12mo, cloth, 
$1.50 per volume. 

~ HARPER & BROTHERS will send e£ther of tlu above 1zuorks by mail,jostage preja£d, to any jart of tlu United 
States, on receipt of the jrice. 
~ HARPRR's CATALOGUE ma{led free on receij>t of N£ne Cents. 

HARPER & BROTHERS, Franklin Square, New York 
VoL. II., No. 1 

/ 
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Books for Summer Reading. 

NIMPORT. 
Initial volume of" The ,vayside Series." Square 16mo. Cover design by 

J. W. CHAMPNEY ('· Champ"). Cloth, flexible, $1.50. 
Boston Tra11scriji: " 1 Nimport,' the initial volume of the new' Wayside Series,' is fairly entitled to a place amongst the 

best books of the season. It is bright, chatty, and agreeable, with sufficient ir,cident to keep up the interest of the reader, 
even in the hot and sleepy afternoons of summer,- more than can be said of the majority of warm-weather novels." 

Pttblislurs' Weekly: "The anonymous author of 'Nim port' bids fair to rival the unknown talent of the 'No Name 
Series. 1 His or her book (we should say her book) is as bright and witty an effort in the line of fiction as we have read for 
some time. It never hangs fire for a page." 

Ne,z.v York Tribttne: "There is a good deal of bright conversation in the book; the whole is written with ease and natural. 
ne5s, and the persons have a strong air of reality." 

STUDENT-LIFE AT HARVARD. 
By a Graduate. 12mo, cloth, $1.75; paper, $1.00. 

Co1tgreg-ati'o11ali'st: "A giaphic and truthfol picture of interior life in one of our leading American colleges." 
Commercin., Bulletin : ° Clever in style, and interesting as a story." 

vVe have now ready an edition of this popular book in paper, the cover illu
minated with characteristic sketches of student life. 

MY MOTHER-IN-LAW. 
A bright new novel. Square 16mo. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.co. 

IN PRESS. 

HARRY I--IOLBROOKE, OF I--IOLBROOKE HALL. Wayside Series. Second volume. By 
Sir RANDAL I-I. ROBERTS, Bart. Square 16mo. Cloth, flexible. (Ready in September.) 

LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK. By Rev. D. 0. MEARS. With Portraits and other 
Illustrations. Svo. Cloth. 

TI-IE STORY OF CREATION. By S. M. CAMPBELL, D.D. Fully illustrated. 12mo. Cloth . 

REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By MARY C. BARTLETT. Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth. 

ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. S. S. ROBBINS, author of the "Win and Wear Series." 
Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth. 

ALL AROUND A PALETTE. Art Children Series. By LIZZIE W. CHAMPNEY. Fully illus
trated by J. W. CHAMPNEY(" Champ"). 16mo. Cloth. 

MOTHER GOOSE. New Version. By ALICE PARKMAN. Illustrated by" CHAMP," 

THE PORTABLE BOOKCASE, 
Eastlake pattern. The only really perfect portable bookcase ever made 

Send for Ct'rcular. 

LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & co., 
PUBLISHERS, 

38I WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

BY JUSTIN WINSOR, BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

FELLOW MEMBERS OF THE AssocIA
TION: I think we meet with a confi

dence greater than last year, and with the 
feeling that a good work has been begun, 
and well begun. Our purpose then was 
undefined as compared with nur present 
aims. We have fostered a fellow-feeling 
that has been helpful to each other, and 
convinced those not of us that they can 
well be with us, in spirit if not in brother
hood. We have vindicated the profession 
before the ordinary working-day world, and 
have brought those who by training can 
best affiliate with us to a better concep
tion of the work a librarian can do. There 
are still corporators and civic councillors 
who conceive that the extent of a librarian's 
duties is to pass books over a counter, and 
who fancy there is no special training 
necessary to administer a library. They 
say of us, we have nothing to do and are 
fully equal to it. We must expect to find 
such people using authority vested in them 
on general principles to control purposes of 
which they have no conception ; upon 
whom popular suffrage has bestowed the 
right to an opinion, but upon which nature 
has put a veto. Fortunately we shall find 
side by side with them at the same board 
those who have modesty and comprehen
sion. It is well that we encounter foes as 
well as friends: the conflict will sharpen 
our wits; and I know of no profession 

whose follower~ have greater need to know 
men as they are, since a mission that is to 
ameliorate mankind must \have its base of 
operations in a thorough knowledge of it. 

I must say, however, that scholarly at
tainments do not always make a broad or 
circumspect mind. I have sometimes 
found as supreme ignorance of our work 
in the man of cultivation as in the man of 
affairs ; with this difference, that you can 
impress the scholar with the scholarly ele
ments, but it is by no means so easy to im
press the mercantile perceptions with what 
our profession calls for of their equivalent. 
Scholarship affiliates with scholarship, 
whatever the diversity of range; but the 
money-makers are apt to think that a 
knowledge of books precludes of necessity 
the business habit, which is in fact an in 
stinct often independent of training. The 
man of trade knows too well that competi
tion has engrossed his time to the exclu
sion, in many instances, of almost all the 
culture of mind beyond the range of busi
ness methods; but this last is undenia
bly a culture. He reckons success by the 
palpable figures on the credit side of ac
counts. He sees no objection to giving 
the manager of a corporation with a capi
tal of a n.;illion a salary which, in his judg
ment, would adequately pay two or three 
librarians, each with an equal amount of 
invested capital in his charge, because it 

4-
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yields an income of mental rather than of 
creature comforts. 

We must expect this judgment; but it is 
in our power gradually to change it. As long 
as the average standard of librarianships is 
low, we shall have estimates formed on 
such average. Until the profession itselt 
can educate its successors in numbers 
equal to the growth 01 libraries, we must 
expect that men who have failed in the 
shop, in the school-room, and in the pulpit 
will successfully urge their claims upon 
easy-going committees. The body of 
librarians, I know, is not accountable for 
these accessions. Our members gravitate 
to us by the choice of others. But the 
remedy is nevertheless in ourselves. We 
must make the importance of our calling 
obvious to the least observant. We must 
draw to us by personal acts of kindness, 
by the help which we can bestow, by the 
ill-directed labor which we can prevent, 
such a body of the rising generation whose 
gratitude will ally itself with appreciation, 
that we shall not in the end have to ask 
for consideration, because it will become a 
debt that good sense will pay. 

There is no doubt that individual libra
rians here and there will accomplish this of 
themselves, for strength of purpose and a 
determination to succeed always grow in 
the face of obstacles; and, paradox as it 
may seem, energy is often expended only 
to be stored. 

But the benefit to the individual should 
be the gain to the class ; and as the profes
sion gains the public is recompensed pro
portionately. Such is the object of this 
Association. Its members are to have the 
stimulus of common endeavor and a share 
in common advantages, and the public is 
to reap the harvest. 

We need not seek far for the argument 
of our being. You remember the wit's five 
reasons for drinking-

" Good wine, a friend, or being dry, 
Or lest you should be by and by, 
Or any other reason why." 

It is never difficult to find excuses for 
the inevitable. To us they may be as 
satisfactory as our wit's comprehensiveness; 
but to others they will be superfluous unless 
we justify expectation. 

The efforts with which we signalized our 
national Centennial have already begun to 
show results. We owe thanks to one of 
the departments of the general govern
ment that, in making a report on the libra
ries of the country, they made a cyclo
predia of our science that has given wider 
views of it, and opened new avenues to 
enterprise and munificence. 

We owe it to the Secretary of this Asso
ciation that we are banded together in a 
common cause, and that we have a jour
nal for the interchange of views and for 
the advancement of library economy. 

Finally, we owe it to our own example 
that a general spirit of emulation has risen 
in Europe, and that some of us, next 
month in London, can meet our brothers 
and impart and derive benefit and encour
agement. I will not now enlarge upon 
our work during the past year; that is to 
be the subject of discussion to-day and to
morrow. We shall learn that methods of 
co-operation have been and can be applied 
to the work of libraries, as they are now 
applied in so many other directions. If 
affiliations of this sort work much good, 
they can likewise be abused, as recent 
events have shown. Banding together for 
mutual assistance and the common weal 
may, if we are unwary, present a ready 
organization to be used for unworthy pur
poses. We cannot be too cautious in 
order to prevent such abuse. It should 
not be overlooked that an association of 
librarians exists primarily for the benefit of 
the libraries, which they represent and 
which they hold in trust for the public, 
which supports them, directly or indirectly. 

I think we may rest assured that the 
kind greeting which our new Association 
has received, and the interest with which 
its proceedings have been regarded, is an 
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evidence that our work is thought by others we may find incentives in such dreams. 
to be in the right direction. Hope, you Above all, let us conceive we have raised ex
know, has been called the dream of those pectations that we are bound to fulfil. To 
who are awake. I trust that the aspirations that end we are here; to that end we shall 
of a vitality of spirit are ours, and that separate; to that end let us live our lives. 

STATE LEGISLATION IN THE MATTER OF LIBRARIES. 

BY WM. F. POOLE, CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

FOR the past forty years, crude and ill
digested schemes of legislation on the 

subject of libraries have existed in most of 
the Northern states. Millions of dollars 
have been expended in purchasing district
school libraries which cannot be found, 
and which form no part of the library 
statistics of the country. Perhaps the 
greatest impediment to the general adop
tion of the modern public library system is 
the improvidence and wastefulness which 
have everywhere attended these schemes. 

District-school libraries were first es
tablished by law in the state of New York, 
in 1835. In 1838, the General Assembly 
passed an act appropriating $55,000 an
nually for supplying books to these li
braries, and requiring towns to raise an 
equal sum by taxation for this purpose. 
The motive which prompted this legisla
tion was praiseworthy, but the methods 
adopted were ruinous. 

Massachusetts, under the lead of Horace 
Mann, adopted a similar statute in 1837; 
Connecticut followed in 1839 ; Rhode 
Island and Iowa in 1840; Indiana in 
1841; Maine in 1844; Ohio in 1847; 
Wisconsin in 1848; Missouri in 1853; 
California and Oregon in 1854; Illinois in 
1855; Pennsylvania in 1864; Kansas and 
Virginia in 1870; New Jersey in 1871; 
Kentucky and Minnesota in 187j; and 
Colorado in 1876. In states which have 
adopted the scheme within the past twenty 
years, fortunately very little money has been 
spent, and in several states none. Massa
chusetts repealed her statute for sustaining 

district libraries in 18 50. The concurrent 
testimony from all these states is, that the 
scheme has been a failure. The books 
rapidly disappeared, for they had no proper 
care, and the public soon lost their interest 
in the collections. 

No state has carried out the district 
scheme so persistently and extravagantly 
as New York, and, as'. a result, New York 
to-day has on her statute-book no law 
authorizing taxation for the support of pub
lic libraries. The enterprise and intelli
gence, however, of a few of her inland 
cities are in advance of the legislation of 
the state, for they have free municipal 
libraries supported indirectly by local taxa
tion. A few extracts from the official re
ports of the State Superintendent of Schools 
will show the practical results of the dis
trict-library system in New York state. 
The superintendent for 1861, in his annual 
report, says: " Concurrent testimony from 
nearly every quarter of the State repre
sents the libraries in the rural districts as 
almost totally unused, and rapidly deteri
orating in value. The whole number of 
volumes reported during the past year is 
1,286,536, which is 317,674 less than was 
reported in 1853; although $55,000 has 
been appropriated each year since that 
date for library purposes." The superin
tendent for 1862 reports, that "in the last 
five years $139,798 have been expended in 
the rural districts for library purposes, 
while the number of volumes reported has 
diminished in the same period from 
1,288,070 to 1,206,075-a loss of 81,995 
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volumes as a return for the expenditure 
named." He speaks of the rural libraries 
as "a motley collection of books ranging 
in character from Headley's ' Sacred 
Mountains ' to the ' Pirate's Own Book,' 
scattered among the families of the dis
tricts, constituting a part of the family 
library, serving as toys for children, crowd
ed into cupboards, thrown into cellars, 
or stowed away in lofts." In cities and 
larger villages, the books were better cared 
for; but the funds appropriated for books 
were generally applied to other purposes. 
It might be supposed that a scheme which 
produced such results would be short
lived; but it has not been. The superin
tendent for 187 5 says: "The district-li
brary system has not worked well in this 
State, and has utterly failed to accomplish 
what was expected of it. The libraries 
have fallen into disuse, and in a large ma
jority of districts have become practically 
valueless." "The total amount of appro
priation since 1838 is $2,035,100. I doubt 
whether more than one half of the state 
appropriation has for many years been 
used for library purposes." 

The legislation for school libraries in 
several of the '.Vestern states has been 
spasmodic, raising and expending large 
sums of money for a short period, and then 
suspending all support for a term of years. 
Ohio in 1853 laid a tax of one tenth of a 
mill on the dollar upon all the taxable 
property of the state for furnishing libraries 
to all its common schools. In three years, 
332,579 volumes were placed in school li
braries. A suspicion arose that there was 
a large steal in the contracts for supplying 
these libraries. The tax was then sus
pended for two years, and at the end of 
that period the number of volumes reported 
had fallen off more than 100,000. In 1860, 
the tax levy was restored. In 1865, the 
number of volumes reported was only 350,-
000. In 1868 the State Superintendent 
says: "The books are scattered or lost in 
large numbers. Township school officers 

are puzzled to know what to do with the 
few books remaining, and are calling for 
the privilege of selling them at public auc
tion, or to be otherwise relieved of their 
care." In 1869, only 258,371 volumes 
were reported; and since that year no sta
tistics of these libraries have been pub
lished. 

In Indiana, the district system has pass
ed through a similar experience. In 1853, 
a general tax levy was laid, which in three 
years raised $266,597, and purchased 226,-
213 volumes. In 1861, the number of 
volumes had increased to 315,209 vol
umes; but in 1874 the number had de
creased to 253,545 volumes, of which only 
85,366 had been taken out during the 
year. The Public Library of Indianapolis, 
with 14,560 volumes, circulated the same 
year 101,281 volumes. 

The report of the United States Bureau 
of Education of 1876, from which these 
statistic are drawn, gives some detailed re
ports from the county superintendents of 
Indiana for 1874, which illustrate the prac
tical operation of the district-library scheme, 
from which I make a few selections: 

Bartliolomew Co.-Number of volumes, 
2572; number taken out, 395. Many of 
the books have been lost; the remainder 
are in bad condition, and but little read. 
The expense overruns the benefit derived. 

Carroll Co.-Number of volumes, 3428; 
taken out, 428. Our libraries are in poor 
condition; many of the books are stale, 
and the people take but little interest in 
them. 

Decatur Co.-Number of volumes, 3637; 
taken out, 528. The books are but little 
read, and are slowly but surely becoming 
scattered and lost. 

DeKalb Co.-Number of volumes, 2573; 
taken out, 50. 

Fountain Co.-Numberofvolumes, 2748; 
taken out, 546. Our township libraries are 
a general failure. More than half the books 
have been carried away and lost. Those 
that remain are practically of no value. 
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Time will not permit me to trace the 
operation of the district-library scheme in 
other states. This examination would 
show results similar to those already given. 
In some localities the libraries, though 
small and badly selected, have been cared 
for and have benefited, at least, the fami
lies which have had them in charge. 
They have doubtless, in isolated instances, 
helped individuals to form habits for read
ing, and to inspire a taste for better books. 
The scheme, however, as a measure of pub
lic policy, has been a failure; for the good 
it has accomplished bears no reasonable 
proportion to its cost. It stands also in 
the way of the general adoption of the 
more recent and successful method of 
maintaining public libraries. 

The modern public-library system which 
has gone into practical operation, both in 
this country and in England, within the 
last twenty-five years, avoids the practical 
mistakes on which district libraries have 
made shipwreck. It asks for no appropria
tion from the state for its support, and 
hence requires no state supervision. Those 
communities only which have the popula
tion, wealth, and disposition to support a 
public library can have one. It is a local 
institution, and the only function of state 
legislation in the matter is, giving these 
communities the right to levy a local tax 
for the support of the library, and affording 
it the same protection which is given to 
other municipal institutions. A library 
adapted for public use is something more 
than a collection of books. It is a collec
tion of books selected with intelligence, 
catalogued and arranged in an orderly 
manner, protected by judicious rules, and 
under wise and efficient management. 
The district libraries have failed from the 
want of such supervision. No city or 
town, which has intelligence enough to 
vote to tax itself for a public library, will 
lack the persons of sufficient education and 
culture to manage it, when so much print-

. ed information on the subject is now avail-

able. Every taxpayer also constitutes him
self a committee of advice and visitation; 
and if abuses exist, they are likely to be 
speedily remedied. 

Twelve states of our Union have enacted 
laws for the maintenance of public libraries, 
and most of these states have changed 
their laws from time to time by removing 
restrictions on the amount of taxation, and 
giving the people greater freedom in mak
ing appropriations for this purpose. Massa
chusetts, for instance, in 1851 authorized 
a town or city to raise a sum not exceeding 
one dollar for each ratable poll for the 
first year, and twenty-five cents yearly 
thereafter. In 1859 a larger tax was per
mitted, and in 1866 a city or town was 
authorized to raise any sum it deemed 
necessary for the establishment and support 
of a public library. 

The present condition of legislature on 
the subject of public libraries in the several 
states, is exceedingly varied-some stat
utes being very brief and others extended ; 
some placing the libraries under the con
trol of an independent board of directors, 
and others under the local boards of edu
cation, and others still making no provision 
on the subject. Our secretary, in pro
posing that I prepare a paper on this sub
ject, suggested that I draft the form of a 
statute, which, after consideration and revi
sion by the conference, might be recom
mended for general adoption by states 
which have no legislation in the matter of 
public libraries. After some reflection on 
this point, it has seemed to me a more 
judicious plan for the conference not to 
commit itself to any specific form of legis
lation at this time, and thus divide our 
forces on methods; but to recommend, and 
so far as the individual members can do, 
to promote, the establishment of public 
libraries in all parts of the country where 
they do not exist. This can be done 
through the medium of the public prints, 
by setting forth their advantages, explaining 
their practical operations, imparting infor-
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mation, and answering objections. When 
public attention is awakened, and the need 
of such institutions are felt, legislation on 
the subject will naturally follow, which, 
though simple and perhaps crude, may go 
as far as public opinion in the state will at 
first sanction. The precise form of legisla
tion, provided it gives a community the 
right to tax itself sufficiently to establish 
and maintain a library, is not matter of 
much importance at the outset. The main 
object is to commence; and if there be an 
enlightened public opinion sustaining the 
library, any minor imperfection of legisla
tion will correct itself or will be harmless. 
Without such a public opinion behind it, 
the best form of legislation will not save it. 
It has seemed to me, therefore, that I can 
best accomplish the object I have in view 
in this paper by briefly sketching the form 
in which legislation in this country on the 
subject of public libraries has manifested 
itself, and noticing some of the merits and 
defects of this legislation. 

New Hampshire, as early as 1849, passed 
a statute allowing towns to raise by taxa
tion such sum for the support of a public li
brary as the voters might determine. Maine 
and Connecticut adopted and still main
tain the limit of taxation of one dollar on 
each ratable poll for the first year, and 
of twenty-five cents for each subsequent 
year. This rate is too meagre to support a 
healthy library. Each of these states is 
wealthier than New Hampshire, and yet 
both combined have fewer libraries, and 
raise only about half as much money for 
their support. Vermont began in 1865 
with the New Hampshire law, but fell 
back in 1867 to that of Maine and Connec
ticut; and hence its libraries are few and 
feeble. Massachusetts commenced, as we 
have seen, with the same plan of limited 
taxation, from which it advanced to the 
adoption of the New Hampshire law. It 
has now 127 public libraries, containing 
more than a million volumes. In none 
of the New England states is there any 

legislation regulating the manner in which 
public libraries shall be managed. These 
details are determined by the votes or 
ordinances of the several towns and cities. 

The statute of Texas, enacted in 1871, 
is a model of conciseness, and, supported 
by public opinion, is sufficient. In a form 
slightly amended and condensed, it reads 
as follows : " Any incorporated city may 
establish a free public library, and may 
make such regulations and grant such part 
of its revenues for the management and 
increase thereof as the municipal govern
ment of the city may determine." In 
Wisconsin, legislation began in 1868, by 
permitting towns to raise by taxation 
yearly $150 for the purchase of books; and 
in 1872, cities and towns were authorized 
to raise a tax of one mill on the dollar for 
the support of public libraries. Subscrip
tion and social libraries, many of them 
under the intelligent management of ladies' 
associations, are maintained in nearly all 
the principal towns of the Northwestern 
states; and these often develop into free 
public libraries. Iowa also grants a mill tax. 

In Ohio and Indiana, public libraries are 
under control of the local boards of edu
cation; and few of these institutions have 
been so successful as the public libraries of 
Cincinnati and Indianapolis. In Ohio, the 
immediate care of the libraries is committed 
to a board of seven managers appointed by 
the board of education chiefly from citi
zens at large. These managers have only 
the power of a committee. They may re
commend measures and nominate officers; 
but they can make no appointments and 
vote no money. In cities of the first and 
second class, a tax of one tenth of a mill is 
annually levied for the purchase of books. 
The expense of buildings, salaries, and 
incidental charges is defrayed from the 
general educational fund. In 187 5, a law 
was passed permitting any city or incor
porated village to establish a public library, 
and to expend upon it any amount which 
the municipal authorities may determine. 
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The legislation of Indiana is very simple 
and concise, being all embraced in a single 
paragraph of an act passed in March, 187 r, 
concerning the election and duties of a 
board of school commissioners. One of 
the duties of the commissioners is as fol
lows : "To levy a tax each year of not ex
ceeding one fifth of one mill on each 
dollar of taxable property, . . . for the 
support of free libraries, . . . and to dis
burse any and all revenue raised by such 
tax levy in the purchase of books for, and 
in the fitting up· of suitable rooms for, such 
libraries, and for salaries to librarians; also 
to make and enforce such regulations 
as they may deem necessary, ... and to 
prescribe penalties for the violation of such 
regulations." Here is ample authority 
for the establishment and administration 
of a public library. 

The objection to the system of Ohio and 
Indiana is, that boards of education and 
school commissioners are not selected and 
appointed with reference to their qualifica
tions for mana~ing public libraries, and 
practically they give very little attention to 
the subject. Hence they are required to 
act in matters upon which they have little 
or no knowledge. They must rely on the 
judgment of managers or committees hav
ing special supervision of the libraries, or 
act on impulse or prejudice. The persons 
who have the supervision and knowledge, 
ought also to have the power of making 
appointments, fixing salaries, and disbursing 
the funds of the library. 

The library statute of Illinois, being one 
of the most recent, is the most extended 
and perhaps the most carefully considered 
instance of legislation on this subject. It 
creates an independent board of nine 
directors, nominated by the Mayor, and 
approved by the city council, to hold office 
for three years. Not more than one di
rector can be a member of the city council. 
This board h:.is the exclusive control of the 
library, making all the appointments, fixing 
salaries, disbursing all its funds, and with 

VoL. II., No. r. 

power to construct or lease library build
ings. Towns and villages may levy a tax 
for libraries not to exceed two mills on the 
dollar; cities of less than 100,000 inhabi
tants, one mill; and cities of over 100,000 

inhabitants, one fifth of a mill. This tax 
would give the Chicago Public Library 
about $60,000 a year. The only point in 
which any other department of the city 
government comes in to effect these provi
sions, is in the fact that the city council 
may, at the time of making the annual city 
appropriations as the basis of taxation, ap
propriate a less amount than that named 
in the statute as a maximum. The coun
cil may appropriate one half the sum named, 
or may kill the library by making no ap
propriation at all. Here, in another form, 
the same danger arises that was mentioned 
in connection with the statutes of Ohio 
and Indiana. City councilmen are not 
appointed to administer public libraries; 
and, perhaps, with the multiplicity of their 
other duties, know less about libraries than 
if they were not councilmen. An amend
ment depriving the city council of the 
right to limit the appropriation, would re
move this danger; but would it be good 
policy to recommend such an amendment? 
City councils fix the appropriations for 
schools and every other class of municipal 
expenditures. Panics and financial disturb
ances, such as now exist, necessarily com
pel cities to curtail expenses. Might not 
a popular prejudice arise against libra
ries if they were the only department whose 
expenditures the municipal government 
could not control ? This question, I am 
told, was carefully considered when the 
Illinois statute was drafted, and it was de
cided to give city councils this power, rely
ing upon an enlightened public opinion to 
sustain the libraries, in case they should 
temporarily suffer from this cause. I am 
not prepared to say that ' this view of the 
matter is not the correct one. The re
sources of the public libraries of Illinois 
have been curtailed by the appropriations 

2 
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of city councils during the late business and 
financial disturbance; but they have not 
suffered more than the public schools, the 
streets, the charities, and other objects of 
municipal expenditure. Public apprecia-

tion of these institutions, based on the 
work they are doing, is, after all, the only 
sure guaranty that they will be liberally 
supported, enlarged, and cherished. 

EUROPEAN LIBRARIES. 

BY PROF. E. C. MITCHELL, CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

IT has been my privilege to visit most 
of the principal libraries of the old 

world; my object in doing so was 
chiefly to see what they contain in the 
department of biblical literature and 
cnt1c1sm. At the same time, it was natu
ral for a practical librarian to take some 
notice of the appliances for convenience 
and the methods of management, and to 

look for hints in regard to the details of 
library work. 

Though the accumulation of ages and 
the wealth of nations have enriched the li
braries of Europe as collections of books 
to an extent which America cannot hope 
to see in many generations, and though 
much ingenuity has been exercised, and a 
great amount of money lavished upon the 
appointments of libraries, there has been 
no such intelligent concert of active and 
thorough systematizing of work in the de
tails of library administration as has char
acterized American library service during 
the last twenty years. 

Bibliographers and librarians of Europe 
have little bond of interest, or even of 
acquaintanceship. Each works in his 
own sphere and develops his method and 
improvements out of his own experi
ence ; and though much good work is 
done in this way, it is not such work as 
intelligent co-operation might have pro
duced. It was very amusing to me to ob
serve the utterly crude conceptions pos
sessed by leading library officials on the 
subject of cataloguing. Some of their 
answers and oµinions were quite equal in 

absurdity to anything recorded in the 
testimony before the British parliament
ary comm1ss1on. Even England, which 
comes nearest to America in opportuni
ties for intelligence, comes far behind us, 
as yet, in library work. The British 
Museum Library, which is justly the 
pride of the nation, and which has the 
best building and probably the best ar
rangement of any large library in Europe, 
is still dependent upon an old- fashioned 
manuscript catalogue with no subject
index. Having occasion to look up the 
history of English grammar for an Amer· 
ican scholar, I spent several days in that 
library in the effort; but though a most 
cheerful and pa in staking assistance was 
rendered me by the acting librarian, it 
proved to be impossible to ascertain from 
any existing resource what works upon 
English grammar were in the library. 
The only means at hand were publishers' 
trade lists and bibliographical dictionaries, 
which we could consult for authors' names 
and then look for them in the library 
catalogue. 

Of course there are some new and 
smaller libraries in England which are 
more easily handled and have been more 
thoroughly classified and catalogued. 
The public library at Birmingham is one 
of these. Its librarian is a gentleman of 
culture and enterprise, and he has made 
himself familiar with American methods, 
and the library is well managed. The 
same is said to be true of the libraries of 
Liverpool and Manchester, which I have 
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not personally visited, and doubtless of 
many others. 

But on the Continent the internal 
management of libraries, either great or 
small, will afford but little additional sug
gestion to the experience of an American 
librarian. Enterprise and progress make 
their way slowly in old countries, and 
librarians of old libraries are about the 
last to feel their inspiration. If the dele
gation from this Association which visits 
Europe the present month could become 
a corps of trumpeters to wake up the 
sleepy custodians of literary treasure, at 
least so far as to make them find out what 
is contained in their own collections, they 
would confer a lasting obligation upon 
the world of letters. 

The National Library at Paris has made, 
as is well known, an elaborate and costly 
attempt at a printed catalogue, which will 
always be valuable but must always be 
incomplete. The Vatican Library at 
Rome has no catalogue, and the visitor 
sees no books, nothing but cases, access 
to which is about as difficult as it is to 
the cave of Machpelah at Hebron. The 
volumes and manuscripts are literally 
buried, and the number of them is not 
known to anybody above ground. The 
Ambrosian Library at Milan and that of 
St. Mark at Venice are a little more ac
cessible, but no means exist for informing 
a visitor as to their precise contents. 
The Royal Library at Berlin is well cata
logued and efficiently conducted, as 
might be expected in that great centre of 
liberal learning. The same is in a mea
sure true of the libraries at Vienna and 
Munich. One of the best libraries in 
Europe as regards quality of books, ar
rangement, and classification is that be
longing to the University of Athens in 
Greece. Though one of the smaller li
braries, numbering less than two hundred 
thousand volumes, it is to a large extent 
new, having been purchased during the last 

forty or fifty years, and in this respect it 
has the advantage over older collections. 

The antiquity and the enormous size 
of most of the libraries thus far referred 
to, though constituting their great value, 
are also the chief obstacles to their proper 
manipulation. It requires a powerful 
motive to induce any board of control to 
take in hand a new system of classifica
tion and face a formidable array of ven
erable books, the accumulation of ages, 
five hundred thousand strong. 

American visitors to Europe, therefore, 
must not be surprised if they find no li
braries in the old world which are com
parable, for choice selection of works, and 
perfect arrangement of contents, and 
ingenious facility of use, with the Boston 
Public Library, nor even any old libra
ries whose contents have been so thor
oughly analyzed and classified and in
dexed as those of the A themeum or of 
Harvard or Brown universities. 

On the other hand, it should not be 
forgotten that there are to be found in 
those libraries abroad treasures of price
less value which are not and can never 
be duplicated upon these shores. I refer 
to the manuscript collections handed 
down from a great antiquity, and fur
nishing original resources for knowledge 
in all departments of history, arch~olo
gy, and biblical learning. Of these, the 
British Museum contains nearly fifty 
thousand, and the Bodleian at Oxford 
about half as many. The largest collec
tion is to be found at the National Library 
in Paris, being estimated at from eighty 
to an hundred thousand. Nearly all the 
older European libraries possess some of 
these manuscripts. If some co-operative 
plan could be devised for cataloguing 
these which would be descriptive and 
accurate, which would tell the world of 
scholars where they may be found and 
what they contain, it would do a great 
service to liberal learning. 
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THE second annual Conference of American 
Librarians, rounding the first year of the 
American Library Association, proved a no less 
successful meeting than that at which the Asso
ciation was so successfully started. We give up 
this number of the JOURNAL to a full report of 
the proceedings, not so minute, however, as 
that for last year, because that outlay could not 
safely be repeated, and perhaps not so accurate, 
because many of the leading speakers left in the 
party for Europe, before they could have oppor
tunity to revise their remarks. But the report 
fairly represents the Conference, which, if it did 
not listen to so many papers as last year, ac
complished more of practical work, to which it 
bent itself bravely. Courtesies were very freely 
extended to the Conference from all sides,-with 
the exception of the one library which perhaps 
the visiting librarians cared most to see,-and 
the social features were as pleasant as the busi
ness sessions were profitable. The daily press 
of New York welcomed the librarians cordially, 
with understanding of what they came for, and 
reported the proceedings liberally : if these con
ferences should do nothing else, they would be 
abundantly useful in inspiring the local com
munities among which they are held with a 
thoughtful and helpful appreciation of the real 
value of good library work. 

THAT the Co-operation Committee had done 
good service stood proved from the single fact 
that its catalogue card had already been ordered 
by the hundred thousand, at a saving to the 
libraries concerned nearly equal to the whole 
amount paid into the treasury of the Associa
tion for membership during the year. But the 
full importance of its work became very evident 
at the Conference. The careful attention and 
discussion given to its several reports fixed 
many points, and most of the others were refer
red, after discussion, to the special committee 
with power. Before the fall is ended, conse
quently, the Association will possess a useful 
and consistent code of recommendations for 
uniform cataloguing. Recommendations, be it 
noted, for the librarians of the Association have 
had too much practical experience with the 
nature of things and with human nature to think 
of enforcing rules that do not commend them
selves without enforcement. The Association 
is not a mandatory body, nor does it assume in
fallibility. The difficulty against which Mr. 
Poole, as the Martin Luther of the Conference, 
frequently protested, has therefore no existence: 
it is not expected that large existing libraries 
should revolutionize settled systems for the sake 
of ideal but inconvenient uniformity. But a 
uniform system, for the value of those who can 
conveniently use it, is none the less desirable. 
Uniformity among the libraries and the book 
trade is also desirable, and the co-operation of 
publishers,-who were represented and were 
made especially welcome at the Confcrence,
with library interests is of the greatest impor
tance. The publishers have themselves recog
nized this, and in the Publishers' Weekly of only 
so long ago as April 29th, 1876, may be found, in 
answer to a" prize question," a schedule for uni
form cataloguing, obtained by co-operative corre
spondence through the book trade, which differs 
but slightly, in its scheme for title-entries, from 
that reported to the Conference. The report of 
the special committee on title-entries, includ
ing abbreviations and designation of sizes, will 
give the final data for the printed title-slip which 
it is proposed to ask the publishers to issue, 
and we may then hope for a basis of cataloguing 
common to the book trade and to libraries. 
We are glad to be able to state that a leading 
publisher has already prepared such a slip, as 
a proof for criticism and suggestion, which 
we should enclose with this issue of the 
JOURNAL did not the extraordinary restrictions 
at present enforced by the Post Office Depart-
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ment forbid the carrying out of this part of the 
JOURNAL'S plan. 

THE continuation of Poole's Index was one 
of the most prominent and most interesting 
questions before the Conference; it is now fully 
and finally in the hands of the committee, who 
arc charged with the arrangements both for 
the compilation of the work, by co-operative 
labor, among the libraries, and for its publica
tion. English co-operation will also be asked. 
If Mr. Poole succeeds, as we all hope, in carry
ing out his plan on its present scale, he will 
leave behind him a monument of which any man 
might be proud. A proper and complete sys
tem of cross-references, it must be emphasized, 
is one of the essentials of the work, and this 
leads us to suggest-what might well have been 
considered at the Conference-that the prepara
tion of such a system, as a uniform basis for 
future cross-references, is another important 
work that may possibly be carried out by co
operative counsel. Such a system, in consis
tent entirety, can be based only upon a logical 
and minute classification of knowledge, such as 
Brunet set on foot ; some such system of course 
exists, in some shape, as the basis of any well
worked catalogue recognizing subjects, though 
only the results remain apparent when the frame
work is taken away. But the projects of the new 
Poole's Index, the classified (second) volume of 
the American Catalogue, and the Library Manual 
elaborated in the last issue of the JOURNAL, not 
to speak of individual library catalogues in the 
future, give opportunity for the preparation and 
application of such a skeleton system at an 
actual saving to any one of these related enter
prises. To make the skeleton complete, and to 
solve such questions as under which synonym, 
Latin, Anglo-Saxon, or other, actual groupings 
should be made, requires a systematized search 
through all the leading classed catalogues and 
even through the dictionary. Printed in tabular 
form, this systematization would save future 
cataloguers who might desire to adopt such a 
system, a world of trouble, and the leading 
divisions agreed upon might also serve as a 
basis for the classification in uniform library 
statistics and in publishers' catalogues, so that 
the entire system of book statistics, as far as 
may be, would admit of consistent tabulation 
and direct comparison. 

Mucu important new work was placed in the 
hands of special committees. The growth of 
public libraries makes the question of their 

government, now put to the test in Boston, 
especially pressing, and what may be called the 
missionary Committee must deal most carefully 
with this problem. It was generally agreed 
that free libraries are vain delusions unless 
based on the intelligent desire of the local com
munity, and reflecting its needs and its appre
ciation, yet that their continuance should not 
be endangered by the spasmodic "economy," 
really wasteful, often attacking local politicians. 
It was suggested, therefore, (r) that a minimum 
tax should be provided for by incorporation 
from the state ; (2) that beyond that 111inim,1111, 
the tax should be within control of the local 
government, reflecting local appreciation of the 
library and inspiring its management with a 
pressing motive for cultivating the popular 
sentiment ; (3) that library government should 
otherwise be entirely in the hands of a special 
library board, representing the town, but having 
elements of permanence. The work of the 
Association must therefore be in fostering popu
lar appreciation of public libraries and promot
ing permissive legislation which shall avoid the 
mistakes of the past. The committee on the 
distribution of public documents may perform 
a double service to the public in checking the 
reckless extravagance in their distribution, and 
in causing those issued to be placed where they 
will be really useful ; and that on exchange of 
duplicates should be able to effect a practical 
economy for the libraries. 

FINALLY, the Association did a good thing in 
endeavoring to broaden its usefulness by prac
tically throwing open its doors lo all who are 
interested in its work, and it is difficult to fore
see any selfish interest that could make it \vorth 
while to abuse this privilege by capturing the 
Association. But what was most satisfactory 
was the splendid delegation, both in quantity 
and quality, which carries our greetings and 
our God-speed to England. From the inter
national amity and co-operative agreement 
which we look to see brought about at the 
English Conference,-to whose proceedings we 
shall probably give up the November issue of 
the JoURNAL,-we may fairly hope great things. 
Doubtless a great deal may be learned by each 
side from the other and a great deal of valuable 
work be done co-operatively in common, and 
the spirit in which the older librarians of Eng
land have welcomed their younger brethren 
from America is prophetic of everything that 
is good. 
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THE PROCEEDINGS. 

FIRST SESSION. 

[TUESDAY MORNING.] 

THE first annual meeting of the American 
Library Association (the second national Confer
ence of Librarians) opened at the lecture-room 
of the Young Men's Christian Association of 
New York, Tuesday, September 4th, 1877. 
The meeting was called to order at ro.30 A.M. 
by Mr. Justin ,vinsor, President of the Associ
ation, who delivered the President's address. 

(Seep. 5-7.) 

CONSTITUTION. 

THE PRESIDENT called attention to the Con
stitution for the Association submitted by the 
Executive Board through the LIBRARY JO URNAL 
(V. I., p. 253) under which the operations of 
the Board had since been carried on. It was 
read by the Secretary and unanimously adopted. 

COMMITTEES. 

By the suggestion of the President, and on 
motion of l\Ir. Poole, the following committees 
were appointed: 

On Order of Business.-Messrs. Poole, Ilomes, 
and Dewey. 

On Resolutions.-Messrs. Spofford, Brevoort, 
and J ackson. 

On Nominating Executiw Board.-Messrs. 
Van ame, Peoples, and Pool. 

On Representation at Englis!t Conference.
Messrs. Cutter and Greene, and Miss Godfrey. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The President having called upon the Treas
urer for his annual report, the Secretary stated 
that , by the resolution adopted at Philadelphia, 
the Secretary was to perform the duties of both 
the Secretary and Treasurer; that he had found 
it impossible to do so, and had requested Mr. 
Evans, of Indianapolis, to act as Treasurer. 
He said that the expenses of the year had been 
almost nothing, but that the members who were 
at Philadelphia had not all paid their annual 
du es, and that they were some thirty dollars 
behindhand. The present number of members 
was 69, the number enrolled at Philadelphia 
being 4r. Invitations had been sent to all the 
libraries in the country to become members of 
the Association, and at present they were re
ceiving quite a number of letters from them, 

some containing money. On motion, the report 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Spofford, it was resolved 
that the annual dues for this year be two dollars 
for each member. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The Committee on Order of Business pre
sented its report, embodying a suggestion that 
the Wednesday morning session, from II 

o'clock, should be set apart for the discussion 
of those subjects in which the advice and co
operation of publishers were desired, including 
uniform title-entries for cataloguing, a uniform 
code of abbreviations, designation of the sizes 
of books, the preparation of printed slips for 
cataloguing use, and the best binding for libra
ries. The report was adopted, and the Secretary 
was directed to invite publishers to be present 
and to take part in the deliberations. 

POOLE'S INDEX REPORT. 

MR. POOLE, Chairman of the Committee on 
the continuation of Poole's Index, then pre
sented the fifth report of the committee, as 
printed in a circular which included also the 
rules and directions for indexing and other 
matter contained in the previous reports and 
printed in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, (V. I. , p. r8r, 
286, 324, 365), with list of periodicals to be 
indexed, and a supplement containing a dupli
cate list to be checked and returned to Mr. 
Poole. Some few additions and modifications 
had been made since the publication of the list 
in the JOURNAL, under the advice of librarians 
who had complied with the committee's re
quest for correspondence. The fifth report 
was as follows : 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, l 
NEW YoRK, September 4, 1877. f 

The special committee appointed by the 
Conference of American Librarians held at 
Philadelphia, October 4-6, 1876, to consider 
and report on a plan of co-operation for issuing 
a new edition of Poole's" Index to Periodical 
Literature," with the references brought down 
to the present year, and incorporated with those 
of the edition of 1853-having already reported 
in favor of adopting the co-operative plan for 
accomplishing a work so much needed, and 
having recommended rules and methods for 
indexing,-herewith submit lists of periodicals, 
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the contents of which it is proposed to include 
in the new edition. The "New List" com
prises such serials as were not indexed in the 
edition of 1853. The "Continued List" brings 
the series previously indexed down to the pres
ent year. 

These lists were printed in the LIBRARY 
JOURNAL for June, 1877 (p. 365-369), with 
the request that "librarians, after examina
tion, will furnish the committee, with such ad
ditions, corrections, and suggestions as may 
occur to them." The committee having been 
thus favored, now reprint the lists amended, 
and with such modifications in the abbrevia
tions as will render them more intelligible, 
at first sight, to average readers. Proper 
names do not usually admit of intelligible ab
breviations ; but the words Magazine, :Journal, 
Quarterly, and Review, which occur frequently, 
are represented by single letters, as M, Y, Q, 
and R. The titles Atlantic, Bentley, Cornhill, 
Fraser, Harper, Macmillan, etc., are deemed to 
be sufficiently descriptive in themselves, with
out the additional abbreviation for Mont!,ly, 
Miscellany, Magazine, etc. To the lists are 
added the rules and directions for indexing 
recommended in the second and third reports 
of the committee; which are followed by the 
essential part of other reports, the present re
port being their fifth. 

A supplementary sheet accompanies this re
port, containing a duplicate impression of the 
lists. On the supplementary sheet the co-op
erating librarians are requested to check the 
complete sets of periodicals which their libraries 
contain, and such as they have access to, and to 
return the sheet to the committee, who will 
make an equitable allotment of the work of in
dexing. In case a library contains only a 
partial set of a periodical, the librarian will 
please designate the portion of it which he 
possesses. This designation may be omitted 
concerning the more common periodicals, of 
which set~ are found in most libraries, as the 
Edinburg!,, Quarterly, North American, Black
wood, Harper, Atlantic, etc. The lists and com
munications on the subject may be addressed 
to W. F. Poole, Public Library, Chicago. 

JUSTIN WINSOR, } 
WILLIAM F. POOLE, C01mnittee. 
CHARLES A. CUTTER, 

DR. HOMES stated that he had read the re
port as printed, and that, as a general rule, he 
did not consider himself competent to say very 
much in regard to it. But he desired to call 

the attention of the Association to rule ro : 
"No person should be placed upon this work 
who is not thoroughly competent to catalogue 
books on Mr. Cutter's or the British Museum 
system. The work of an inexperienced person 
will be worse than useless." I for one do not 
consider myself thoroughly competent to cata
logue books on that plan so as to satisfy Mr. 
Poole or any other gentleman. I think the 
language there used is rather strong. Dr. 
Homes also called attention to the suggestion 
of carrying out the enterprise by co-operation of 
capital, brought forward at Albany. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the continuation 
of the Index was simply a question of feasi
bility. Several years ago there had been an 
attempt made to get up a work like this, but 
it had failed on account of capital. He 
thought that, under all the circumstances of the 
case, the committee of the Association have 
taken the wisest plan and the most practical 
one which can be carried out. The efforts that 
were made then showed very conclusively that 
money was not forthcoming ; but I think with 
our co-operation of labor we have a certainty 
of success, and that for the co-operation of 
capital (see the New York College Committee's 
suggestion,-JouRNAL, V. I., p. 434) we shall 
have to look to the future. 

MR. PERKINS, replying to Dr. Homes, stated 
that it was not required that a person attempt
ing to catalogue on Mr. Cutter's plan should 
be competent to do so right away; but in time 
he would learn. It was more as a guide 
which would lead him to ultimate competency. 

MR. POOLE then stated his experience when 
first he began to catalogue, and how much 
labor was thrown away by him which, if he 
had had a guide such as this, might have been 
very profitable. He encountered many diffi
culties in the way of indexing, and doubtless 
there were still many difficulties to be encoun
tered; but if he should wait until all the diffi
culties were removed, his work would never be 
published, and never would have been pub
lished. He thought it was best to go on and 
do the best they could and do something, 
and in the future they would have an oppor
tunity to perfect it. 

MR. GREEN thought that the suggestion 
made by the committee, that they felt it was 
much easier to get members of libraries to con
tribute work than to forward money, was hardly 
fair, as no opportunity had been given to the 
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libraries to contribute money. He suggested 
that the committee should have authority to 
accept money from those that would give 
money, as well as work from those that would 
give work. 

THE PRESIDENT.-! think the committee 
would take it upon themselves to receive 
money, if it we,-e offered, without any authority 
from the Association. (Laughter.) 

He suggested that the delegates to London, 
in order to perfect some arrangement to make 
this co-operative indexing an international af
fair, be authorized to present the views of this 
Association in London. 

MR. SPOFFORD said that, as the list was con
fined entirely to English and American period
icals, and as such papers as the R evue des deux 
M ondes and others of the same character were 
excluded, he did not see how it could become 
an international affair; it would perhaps be 
better to defer to the better judgment of 
all the delegates at London in this matter. 
At the same time, he thought it should be 
finally decided within what limits to confine the 
publications, as otherwise the work would be 
carried out to such boundless length, and the 
printing become so formidable, that no pub
lisher could likely be found to undertake it; 
he therefore thought that all weeklies should 
be excluded from this list. 

MR. CUTTER suggested that it was not in
tended by the committee that all in the weeklies 
should be indexed, but only the most import
ant articles appearing in them. These were not 
so very numerous, and the committee thought 
they could be easily included without going 
beyond proper limits. 

MR. PERKINS thought that it would be a mis
fortune to lose the valuable articles found in the 
weeklies, especially such articles as Dr. Schlie
mann's, in the London literary journals, on his 
recent discoveries in Greece. It must be a 
matter of judgment in the mind of the indexer 
what to include and what to omit. He thought 
there were comparatively few articles in the 
week! ies that were worthy of being indexed, 
and it was not the plan of the committee to in
dex the weeklies in full. 

DR. HoMES.-I should suggest several more 
that I think had better be left out. I find here, 
for instance, No. rr, The American Naturalist; 
No. 22, The Artisan; No. 50, Eclutic Engineer
ing Magazine; No. 78, J'ournal of the Franklin 
Institute; No. 89, Meclianics' Magazine; No. 

152, American J'ournal of Science; No. 153, 
Bankers' Magazine. I think periodicals of this 
class had better be omitted, being of an entirely 
scientific character. They are too exceptional 
to be brought into a work of this kind. 

MR. GREEN stated that just such periodicals 
as those mentioned, which Dr. Homes would 
exclude, were of great interest to him, because 
he lived in a community composed mostly of 
mechanics. Technical journals were in great 
demand in Worcester, and he, for one, should 
think that periodical literature of this kind 
should be included in the Index. 

DR. HOMES thought that there might be pre
pared an index having reference exclusively to 
such literature, which might become a great help 
to those who desired articles of this kind. 

MR. POOLE remarked, in regard to the pecu
niary responsibility of the publication: I never 
have understood that the Association had any 
responsibility in this matter. If we should run 
in debt in carrying out the Index, it would be 
entirely our affair and not that of the Associa
tion. If the thing does not pay, I am willing to 
stand all pecuniary responsibility in the matter. 
I am sure that the work can be published on 
the terms of the prospectus. If we can be 
assured of the co-operative labor of the libra
ries, the Association shall not be responsible for 
any deficit. The view expressed by Mr. Per
kins is the view of the committee, that no week
lies should be indexed unless the articles be of 
real importance. 

MR. SPOFFORD.-! simply designed to enter 
a caveat, in case the Association had any respon
sibility in this matter, against any scheme which 
would include such subjects as those relating 
to technical matters. I would therefore move 
that the committee which may be selected as 
delegates to the British Conference be em
powered and instructed to present the scheme 
for indexing periodical literature, with accom
panying circulars, to that conference, and to offi
cially make endeavors to secure the hearty and 
just co-operation of British librarians, in order 
to make the scheme a success. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

MR. GREEN preferred that all scientific matter 
should be indexed, as that would be of much 
more service to him than general literature, be
cause such literature was more read in the 
community in which he resided. 

MR, EDMANDS thought that it would be best to 
simply index the more important of the scien-
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tific articles appearing in the weekly periodi
cals, and that a great deal of discretion should 
be exercised by those having in hand the index
ing. In this manner a great many articles of 
general interest would not be excluded. But if 
the rule were strictly applied that articles ap
pearing in the weeklies should not be indexed, 
why then some articles of real importance 
would be excluded. 

DR. Hmrns expressed the opinion that this 
was primarily a literary index, and not a scien
tific one. He had no doubt that many scientific 
articles would be of great interest to certain 
classes of people, but the line would have to 
be drawn somewhere. 

MR. PERKINS said that there was a printed 
statement of the views of the committee, which 
appeared to him to be the basis of the whole 
discussion. [Mr. Perkins then read from the 
report.] It appears to me that the report which 
I have just read has already given the proper 
basis on which the indexing should be made, 
and also shows how careful a judgment is to be 
exercised both in admitting and excluding. I 
submit that all the objections that have been 
made so far, judicious and careful though 
they be, have already been considered by who
ever drafted the report. 

MR. DEWEY stated that as the Association 
was asked simply to contribute its work to se
cure a new edition of Poole's Index, and as 
Mr. Poole said he could carry it through with
out any pecuniary assistance from the Associa
tion, he would therefore propose to solve the 
question and to end this discussion by a resolu
tion to this effect: that the Association author
ize the committee on Poole's Index, consisting 
of Messrs. Winsor, Poole, and Cutter, to pre
pare and bring out a new edition of Poole's 
Index in the way that may seem best to them. 
That, of course, relieves the Association from 
any pecuniary responsibility in the matter. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion, it was also resolved, as a second 
part of the former resolution, that the Associa
tion assumes no pecuniary responsibility in the 
publication of the Index, but that it promises 
its co-operative assistance. 

CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr.Cutter, chairman of the Co-operation Com
mittee, being called upon to report, referred to 
the reports printed in the JOURNAL (V.I., p. 283, 
322, 365, 396, 429) as embodying all the sub
jects that had come before the committee. The 

VoL. II., No. r. 

Secretary read several items as to library sup
plies, as to which the recommendations were 
adopted. The leading topics were deferred to 
later sessions. 

Some inquiries having been made in regard 
to the sizes of the card selected, and how it was 
to be used, Mr. Dewey stated that nearly all 
the inquiries made had been answered in the re
port printed in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, He also 
stated that the action of the Association would 
not bind any library now using their own cards 
to use the ones recommended by the commit
tee. The report was more in the nature of a 
guide to new libraries wishing to adopt the best 
size of cards in use for that purpose. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned until 
2 P.M. 

SECOND SESSION. 

[TUESDAY AFTERNOON.] 

The meeting being called to order by the 
President at 2.20 P.M., the Secretary read let
ters from Mr. Jacob Schwartz, conveying the 
invitation of the Apprentices' Library Commit
tee that members of the Association should 
visit the library during their stay; and from 
Mr. Daniel W. Fink, State Law Librarian ol 
Rhode Island, expressing a belief that "every 
librarian in the United States should be a mem
ber" of the Association. 

SLIP CATALOGUE. 

The President then read the following com
munication from a civil engineer in Boston: 

BOSTON, Aug. 29, 1877. 
J USTIN WINSOR, EsQ.: 

DEAR Sm: In view of your active labors as a 
librarian, as also because you are about to at
tend a convention of librarians, I venture to 
present for your inspection a notion I have had 
for some time on the printing of catalogues. You 
appreciate, it has seemed to me, the need and 
utility of subject catalogues as much as any one, 
to say the least ; and if you will now turn to that 
catalogue published by the Royal Society of Lon
don (you know the one I mean), it will give me 
a starting-point to speak from. It is just such a 
catalogue, but arranged by subjects,pub!ished an 
nua!!y if possible, that the present age de
mands. Books have multiplied and are multi
plying so fast, and the progress of all sciences 
is so fast, that books are losing the value they 
once had. Before they can be printed, almost, 
they have become antiquated and behind the 
times. But in the professional and scientific 
literature of the day resides the well-spring of 

3 
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the knowledge of the day for students; ever 
useful, if one may judge by the daily experience 
of becoming interested in this and that article 
of years and a century or more ago, as the case 
may be. Now for my plan of a catalogue. 

r. Print on one side only, something like 
Japanese or Chinese books; that is, on thin 
paper, sheets folded, but not cut at the top, so 
that theywill turn over like single leaves. But 
if desired, such a catalogue can readily be con
verted into a card-catalogue, hy any one, with
out waste. 

2. Print in "fat " (I believe that is the ex
pression) or heavy type at the beginning of 
each title ; first the leading word, indexed by 
authors, then a dash (-), and then the leading 
word of same title, if indexed by subjects. 
Then, by buying two copies of such a book, a 
person can make his own subject card-cata
logue, as well as a card-catalogue by authors. Or 
he can make eit!ter of them with one copy. 

3. Or stereotype the titles set up in the ar
rangement above described, as fast as they are 
set up in type; interchange the two leading 
words by cutting them away from the rest ot 
the stereotype and cutting them apart, and 
make a temporary card-catalogue of these stere
otype titles, arranged by subjects, until the 
book is done. Then gather them together by 
pages and print the catalogue by subjects thus 
formed. 

You are aware, I suppose, that stereotype 
plates can be cut up and pasted together again, 
in this way, without trouble; it is daily done, 
down to single letters. 

In this description I have supposed that 
author (leading word) came first in setting up 
the type, and subject second, merely to have 
something definite to describe; of course the 
whole arrangement may be reversed. If only 
such a catalogue as is described under r and 
2 were printed each year, libraries could in
corporate them into their card-catalogues, it 
they chose, or make of them a separate card
catalogue, incorporating the last-come with its 
predecessors as fast as it came along. And 
such a card-catalogue would be worth travelling 
miles to be able to consult. 

Respectfully yours, 
CLEMENS lIERSCllEL. 

LIIJRARY LEGISLATION. 

Mr. WM. F. POOLE, of Chicago, on call of the 
chair, then read his paper on "State Legislation 
in the matter of Libraries." 

(Seep. 7-12.) 

MR. GREEN, of Worcester, then gave his ex
perience in regard to the administration of the 
library which he represented, somewhat as fol
lows. He stated that the gentleman who founded 
the library took great interest in having the 
library started on the right basis, and pre
scribed that the affairs of the library should 
be administered by a board of directors. The 
directors are chosen two each alternate year, 
so that the board is mainly a conservative one. 
The city government chooses the directors; and 
the city council makes an annual appropriation 
for the library, but the directors have the entire 
control of the appropriation after it is made. 
They can spend it as they please. There was 
a stipulation in the gift to the city, reiterated 
in the will of the founder, that the city shall 
choose a competent librarian, and that they 
shall erect a library building and pay all the 
running expenses of the library, 

It seemed to him a very wise provision that 
the directors should have the entire control 
of the expenditures. He thought it well that 
the library should always feel the popuiar 
pulse; and the library does that by having the 
directors chosen by the city government. Dur
ing the last year there had been a slight con
flict between the directors and the city council. 
The directors thoroughly believe in the present 
management of the library, but one citizen, an 
old resident, having a good deal of property, 
set himself to work to cut the appropriation 
down. He succeeded in getting it down a few 
thousand dollars, that was all. 

TnE PRESIDENT.-There is in the city of New
ton, Mass., a library which for some years was 
run as a proprietary library, deriving its income 
from the subscription of citizens. \Vithin 
a few years that library has been turned over 
to the municipality, and it is now run by the 
city government. Perhaps Mr. Jackson can 
give us some notion of how it works. 

MR. J ACKSON.-Our experience has been a 
very short one, and I can only say that the city 
government has been very generous in the mat
ter of appropriations. 

DR. lloirns.-I think that the history of the 
state of New York in the matter of public libra
ries is certainly creditable to her, as having taken 
the lead in district-school libraries, which, al
though they have failed, must have contributed 
largely to the success of the existing libraries 
in nearly every town. I think, as there are now 
twelve states which have some legislation on 
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the subject of public libraries, allowing towns 
to tax themselves for their support, it will be 
easily seen that other states should have such 
laws. It needs in each state only pushing
perhaps by a single individual, who should de
vote himself to the subject-and it could be ac
complished in a single year. Some years ago 
I drew up a set of laws for New York which, 
in 1875, Senator Wellman introduced, and they 
passed the Senate. I was very much occupied, 
and did not endeavor to find any one to press 
them in the Assembly, and consequently they 
did not pass that body. Since that time I have 
not attempted to pursue it any further. I be
lieve, however, that if some persons of leisure 
at the different capitals of the several states 
would take hold, they might very easily pre
sent such laws to individual members of the 
Senate and of the Assembly, and many persons 
would be found ready to defend them in the 
two houses and they would be readily adopt
ed . After being adopted, in case it should be 
necessary, they, of course, could be modified 
from year to year as experience would suggest. 
I think a great deal might be done by individu
al effort in introducing and securing the pas
sage of laws to which reference has been made. 

MR. EDMANDS inquired whether any definite 
proposition had been made in the paper read by 
Mr. Poole of Chicago. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that the gist ol the 
paper, as he had understood it, was, that it was 
absolutely necessary that there should be some 
state legislation. At the same time, there 
should not be any recommendation made by 
this Association generally applicable to all the 
states ; but each state should make a law to 
meet the circumstances of its own case ; and 
there should be certain powers lodged in the 
municipal councils, with such checks as maybe 
deemed necessary. 

MR. EDMANDS further inquired by what 
means such results could be attained. 

THE PRESIDENT suggested that here was a 
[;OOd field for some missionary work. 

MR. BOWKER suggested that the President, 
ia looking about the room for speakers on 
this subject, had overlooked a prominent mem
ber of the Conference who could give some 
Epecial experience as to public libraries and 
city councils, and he therefore suggested that 
the President' call upon the superintendent of 
the Boston Public Library. (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT stated that he had hoped he 

would not be called upon to say anything, or to 
express his opinion in regard to this matter. The 
situation in Boston was, in his opinion, a very 
critical one. It was agreed there, among the 
best citizens, that the future of the library de
pends upon state legislation ; but whether the 
state will intervene by act of incorporation, so 
that the city council should have as little to do 
with it in the future as possible, he could not 
say. However, he looked upon the outlook 
as very critical. 

MR. POOLE, of Chicago, inquired of the 
President whether, in his opinion, the Ohio law 
would not meet all the wishes of the friends of 
the Public Library in Boston ; or whether he 
would recommend that all connection with the 
city council be cut off, so that the city council 
should have nothing to say in the matter of 
money appropriated for its use. 

TI-IE PRESIDENT stated that he thought a law 
might be drafted under which the annual tax
levy of the city should contain provisions for the 
support of the library, but which would prevent 
any retrograde movement. 

MR. BowKER thought that no one who 
had any library experience, or who had any 
experience in social enterprises, could take 
issue with what Mr. Poole had stated in his 
paper, that in order to have successful work 
in matters relating to libraries, it should grow 
up from and become a part of the community. 
And yet it seemed to come properly within the 
province of an association of this kind, that it 
should act in an advisory capacity, and particu
larly should use the experience which it had to 
prevent any mistakes that would retard the de
velopment of a library. He therefore suggested 
that it might be well, through a committee, to 
make suggestions or recommendations-what
ever you will call them-in the case of states pro
posing to put library laws on their statute-books, 
and he submitted that a committee of five should 
be appointed who shall take the work in hand. 

MR. EDMANDS.-That is about what I had in 
view. But it seems to me that there should be 
an additional clause-namely, the missionary 
idea which the Chairman suggested. It seems 
that this paper read by Mr. Poole, valuable as 
it is, will lead to very small results unless it is 
followed up by some action on the part of this 
Association, or on the part of somebody. And 
if this committee can be appointed with per
haps large power, the same results can be ac
complished and great good will be achieved. 

L 
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On motion of l\Ir. Bowker, it was resolved 
that a Committee of five, of which the President 
and the author of the paper should be members, 
be appointed to consider suggestions, and to 
propose recommendations or legal provisions 
in regard to the establishment and management 
of pub! ic libraries. 

THE PRESIDENT accordingly named as the 
committee Mr. ·winsor, Mr. Poole, Mr. Bow
ker, Dr. Homes, and Mr. Edmands. 

MR. VINTON inquired whether it would not be 
well if a commissioner were appointed to repre
sent state library interests. 

THE PRESIDENT thought it was not quite feasi
ble. The appointment by the state government 
of a commissioner to represent the interests of 
libraries would scarcely be considered with 
favor. 

MR. SPOFFORD thought that it would be the 
best way to let the people govern their own af
fairs ; and that a commissioner could not be 
expected to go around the whole state to make 
suggestions as to what was best to be done with 
a library in a particular locality. The best law 
for libraries is the local-option law, 

THE TELEPHONE. 

THE PRESIDENT then stated that in Boston 
they had recently connected the branches of 
the Boston Public Library with the Central Li
brary by means of the telephone. He then ex
plained to the Convention the details of the 
telephone; its cost and expenses; how remark
ably simple it was, and of what great use it 
would be to libraries having branches in differ
ent parts of the city. 

RESOURCES OF PUBLIC LIJJRARIES. 

MRS. HEWINS then inquired whether the in
come derived from the dog-tax was applied to 
the support of public libraries in any other 
state besides Massachusetts? 

THE PRESIDENT stated that in Massachusetts 
generally it was applied to public libraries, but 
not in Boston. 

MR. POOLE inquired whether any one knew 
if the income derived from police fines was ap
plied in any state for the support of public 
libraries? 

THE PRESIDENT remarked that receipts from 
library fines and sale of catalogues arc not ap
plied to the support of the libraries, certainly 

not in Boston. Whatever they received in the 
shape of income from fines and the sale of cata
logues goes to the sinking fund. 

AUTOMATIC BOOK DELIVERY. 

THE PRESIDENT then explained to the 
Conference a device for the automatic delivery 
of books which he had planned for use in the 
new Harvard building (six stories high). At the 
delivery desk there would be a key-board show
ing the digits to be combined into the various 
shelf-numbers. As the number of the book 
wanted was struck by combination, it would 
appear by an automatic connection on the 
floor where the book was to be found. The 
attendant there stationed would take it from 
the shelf and place it in a box attached to an 
endless belt, whence it was tipped out at the 
other end into a cushioned rcccptablc close by 
the delivery desk, thus saving time, running, 
and expense. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. 

MR. SPOFFORD spoke upon special collec
tions, suggesting how valuable it was to keep 
scrap-books on special topics. The topics 
could be as varied as human affairs ; for 
instance, the Presidential Electoral Commis
sion would be a good subject, and in the state 
of N cw York such a collection of all the 
papers and accounts relating to the Cardiff 
Giant would be quite interesting ; and if 
proper attention was given to this subject, 
people in general, not merely librarians, might 
be interested and a proper allotment of the 
subjects might be entrusted to them. He 
thought the subject was worthy of considera
tion, as any librarian could easily try the ex
periment. 

THE PRESIDENT.-It has long been the cus
tom in the Boston Public Library to have such 
scrap-books on peculiar topics. By arrange
ment with the printers, the play-bills are all 
saved, and at the end of a theatrical season 
they arc bound and stowed away. 

DR. Ho~rns stated that he had a collection of 
Centennial histories which were printed during 
the year 1876, and also all the accounts which 
were in form of newspapers. These he had cut 
up into octavo pages, and he thought in that 
shape they would stand a better chance of pre
servation. 

FIRES-THE REPAIR OF BOOKS. 

MR. PooLE.-Mr. Edrnands, of Philadelphia, 
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has had an experience that might be of great 
interest to most of this Convention. He has 
just passed through a fire, and we would like 
to know what he has done in regard to the 
books that were injured or partially destroyed. 

MR. EDMANDS then stated in what kind of 
a building the Philadelphia Mercantile Library 
was situated. The building had not been built 
originally for library purposes. He stated the 
size of the rooms, and explained their liability 
to be injured by water. The fire was in a 
building adjoining, and one side of one of the 
rooms was very much exposed, so that a large 
amount of water was thrown in. The books 
upon that side of the building were consider
ably injured. Some of them were but slightly 
damaged by water, but very many were thor
oughly soaked. Various processes were sug
gested to preserve as much as possible the 
leaves as well as the binding; one method was 
to place them in a large oven, so as to dry them 
rapidly. We made one or two experiments in 
this way, and placed the books in the oven 
loosely, in some instances tying them, by pass
ing a string around them, so as to prevent their 
warping. But all of these dried so rapidly 
upon the outside as to completely tear the bind
ing apart. The method which we finally 
adopted was to erect frames upon which wires 
were stretched. The frames were made of 
scantling 3 x 4 or S, and the wire stretched at 
the distance of 8 or IO inches apart vertically, 
and 4 or 5 inches apart horizontally. Then we 
placetl the books lightly on the frame so that the 
leaves would be apart. Fortunately, the room 
in which we dried our books in this way was 
provided with a heating apparatus, so .that the 
temperature of the room could be raised con
siderably. We found that the slow process of 
drying was much more advantageous. The 
books suffered much less from this exposure 
to water and to the process of drying than we 
had expected. I have no doubt but that the 
method which we adopted has saved us hun
dreds, probably thousands, of dollars over what 
would have been saved if the books had been 
placed in an oven. We found the books suf
fered very unequally. Books that were printed 
upon soft paper would be thoroughly wet 
through, while the books next to them, printed 
upon thick paper and with solid binding, would 
be scarcely damaged at all. The thick leaves 
and finer bindings suffered but very little from 
the wetting to which they were exposed. 

Many of the books received their greatest 

injury in the stains from the water. Many 
valuable books were wet partially through, so 
that the books will always bear the marks of 
the stain. It was advised that we take those 
books apart and wash them thoroughly, and 
then put them in a heated press and dry them. 
My own observation is, that in respect to very 
costly books this is the only course that is 
feasible for restoring them or preserving them 
in any respectable condition : if they were 
taken apart immediately, and if the leaves were 
not thoroughly soaked through, to wash them 
entirely and then put them into a press and 
dry them, the water-stains would be nearly 
removed. The books which we have preserved 
are very many of them injured permanently by 
water; still they retain their legibility, and for 
certain uses in the library they answer the same 
purpose they did before. 

In regard to the damage done to the books, 
the amount of the insurance was fixed by 
referees. The number of volumes damaged 
was 55,000, more or less. The assessed damage 
upon those books was $.p,ooo, and this was 
not perhaps as large a sum as would be re
quired to replace the books. The library, in 
one view of the case, will be as well off as be
fore the fire. The particular point I wish to 
call attention to is the treatment of the books 
to restore them to their former condition. It 
may be found, perhaps, that some of the books 
will require re-binding: it is likely that, as they 
are handled, it will be found that the glue has 
been destroyed to such an extent as to render 
it expedient to have them re-bound. Let me 
add, however, that the number of books that 
require re-binding, so far as we can find out 
now, is much less than I supposed. 

THE SPREAD OF DISEASE THROUGH BOOKS. 

THE PRESIDENT.-! would like to inquire if 
the managers of libraries have had any experi
ence in the spread of disease or the introduc
tion of disease by the circulation of their books· 
whether, in times of scarlet fever pervading th: 
community, they had thought it necessary to 
prevent the spread of disease by the books. 
In Boston they had never prevented the 
books from going out, but when they knew 
that a book was returned from a place where 
the disease prevailed they had the book fumi
gated. 

MR. EVANS.-Whenever the fact has been 
brought to my knowledge, I have always re
fused to accept the books unless accompanied 
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by a physician's certificate that there was no 
disease in the house. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that during the time 
of the prevalence of the small-pox in Boston, 
no one in the employ of the library had con
tracted the disease from the handling of the 
books coming back. 

MR. LANGWORTHY stated that he had made in
quiry of several physicians, who had spoken of 
scarlet fever as being an epidemic which might 
be diffused in the circulation of books. In 
pressing them to specify particular cases, they 
had invariably not been able to specify any. 
He thought that it was simply a general im
pression and nothing more ; though perhaps 
in cases of small-pox there might be danger; 
but in other diseases he thought there was 
hardly any danger at all. 

MR. EDMANDs thonght that in times when 
small-pox was prevalent, there was much less 
danger from the diffusion of the disease by the 
circulation of the books than from the handling 
of so much fractional currency received as fines, 
and that the assistants who were taking this 
money were in great risk of taking the disease. 
However, no person connected with the library 
took the disease at all while it was prevailing 
in Philadelphia. 

RESTORATION OF BOOKS. 

THE PRESIDENT then stated that in the case 
of old and rare books which had become in
jured by time, missing pages of text or illnstra
tion could be replaced by heliotyping from 
duplicate copies of the same edition. He 
called upon Mr. Brevoort, of the Astor Li
brary, to give his experience in regard to re
storing pages torn or otherwise damaged. 

MR. BREVOORT stated that in the Astor Li
brary there was very little occasion to restore 
old and rare books, becanse they were very 
carefully handled ; but that in his own library 
he had had occasion to repair such defective 
copies. In order to restore books successfully, 
I have found that the books must be sent to 
the British Museum. The art is not known in 
this country. The process is rather expensive. 

The restoration of valuable books has been 
carried to great perfection in England and 
France. Harris used to make fac-simile leaves 
on the same, or nearly the same, paper as the 
original, which to even close observers were 
hardly distinguishable. When margins are de
fi0'ent, they are made up of old paper fitted into 

the damaged edges and the text is then added 
in fac-simile. A class of such copyists work 
at the British Museum, but at present they 
chiefly work at restoring margins, for whole 
leaves or maps are better copied by the helio
type process on old paper. Sometimes the 
very paper of the time and bearing the same 
water-mark can be found and thus used. 

For completing some works, such as De 
Bry's voyages, leaves from a duplicate copy 
have to be split by pasting fine muslin on each 
side of them, when, by careful manipulation, 
the thinnest paper, provided it is hand-made, 
can be separated into two sheets. Bank of 
England notes have been thus split. 

\Vhen a manuscript or leaf of a printed book 
is in fragments, these may be placed between 
sheets of gold-beater's skin. A certain French 
lady is very expert at this kind of work. Gold
beater's skin is used also for repairing torn 
leaves. 

Grease and oil spots maybe entirely removed, 
if they are not of very old date, by placing meer
schaum, which is a carbonate of magnesia, or 
magnesia only, on both sides of the stain, 
backed by paper, and pressing the whole with 
a hot iron, leaving it afterwards under a slight 
pressure overnight. 

Ink-spots, if fresh and composed of gallate 
of iron, are easily removed by the use of oxalic 
acid in solution, the paper to be well washed 
with a sponge and water afterwards. Care 
must be taken, as this acid and its salts are 
very poisonous. 

In repairing old or damaged bindings, the 
skill of a good binder must be trusted. I can
not dwell on this now, but advise all large 
libraries to consult Bonnardot, "Art de restau
rer Jes estampes et Jes livres" and "Repara
tion des vielles reliures," both Paris, 1858, 
121110, 

MR. VINTON said there was a gentleman in 
the city from which he came, purely an ama
teur, who restored a partially damaged copy 
of an old history of New Jersey which he 
prized very much. He went to work by cut
ting off the margin and monnting the page so 
that it should have a new and fresh margin, 
making fac-similes in ink from another book, in 
case any portion was lost. In this way he re
stored the whole title-page, and he has suc
ceeded in making a beautiful copy for himself, 
so that he possesses a true copy of that very 
book, which would otherwise have cost him 
about $200. But his ingenuity has gone farther 
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than that. He found that many engravings 
had been lost out of the body of the book, and 
he has succeeded in copying those with his pen 
so well that it is impossible to determine when 
the restoration is complete and when it is par
tial. This case appears to me very singular, 
and perhaps surpassing even the art of the 
gentleman employed in the British Museum. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that he had seen spec
imens of Mr. Ilarris's work, as to which it was 
very difficult to say whether it was a restoration 
or not. 

The Association then resumed the consider
ation of the several subjects brought forward in 
the reports of the Co-operation Committee, the 
Secretary reading the paragraphs as they came 
up for discussion. 

ACCESS!ONS·CATALOGUE. 

MR. EDMANDS thought, as to the proposed 
accessions-catalogue, that, instead of thirty 
lines, it would be better to make the lines 
on a page either a third or a fourth of a hun
dred, in order to facilitate the finding of any 
particular number. The shelf-catalogues which 
he had been using are arranged with twenty
five lines to the page, and he found that it facili
tated very much the finding of particular num
bers on the page, as it was very easy to divide 
a page that was a fraction of a hundred. 

MR. DEWEY thought if it were one half of a 
hundred, or fifty lines, the page would be too 
long, and if it were one quarter of a hundred, 
or twenty-five lines, it would be too short. The 
question of binding the different sizes is also 
considered in the report. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that the practice at the 
Boston Public Library was not to bind the 
catalogues until the volume was completed. 

After some further remarks by Mr. Dewey, 
Mr. Poole stated that he had been using the 
same form of accessions-catalogues for twenty 
years, and that he did not see any improvement 
he could make in it. lle had no objection to 
the plan which was recommended here, but he 
did not propose to change his plan. He recog
nized the authority of the Co-operation Commit
tee, but he could not sec why he should change 
his accessions-catalogue. He found that his 
shelf-list needed renewing every little while, 
while his accessions-catalogue would stand un
changed and could be referred to a hundred 
years hence. II is shelf lists were exceedingly 
brief. His accessions-catalogue, as it stood 

now, gave every information that he could de
sire: told him when the book was received, 
from whom it was received, and all other facts 
of any importance relating to the book. A 
great many times erasures were made on the 
shelf-list, but the accessions-catalogue was a 
true record, and he could swear by it. He 
could not dispense with his accessions-catalogue. 
However, he had no doubt that this was a most 
excellent plan. 

MR. EVA 'S having called attention to the 
necessity of changing the shelf-number, in case 
the first location of a book was changed, the 
President stated that in the Public Library of 
Boston there was no such thing as a book 
changing its location. The shelf-number was 
immutable. 

MR. DEWEY then explained the plan more 
fully, giving many illustrations how the proposed 
accessions-catalogue could be used much more 
advantageously than the old style ; the new ac
cessions-catalogue would do away with a great 
deal of cross-referencing. 

MR. FLETCHER asked whether the new acces
sions-catalogue would give pamphlets sepa
rately. 

THE PRESIDENT was not aware that pamphlets 
would need a separate catalogue. 

In answer to a query as to what a pamphlet 
really was, the President stated he thought 
pamphlets passed out of pamphlet condition 
and into books simply by being bound. 

MR. DEWEY suggested that the accessions-cat
alogue might be used as a means of finding out 
the number of books in the library, and when 
new additions were made. 

MR. POOLE said he never heard of such a 
rnse, and he did not see how that could be 
done very well. 

MR. PERKINS stated that that plan was pur
sued in the Mercantile Library in New York, 
and that it made the number of volumes in the 
library look much larger than it really was. 
He said, further, that although the report of the 
committee covered very fully the whole subject, 
there were such conflicting opinions in re
gard to the recommendations of the committee 
that he thought it would be better to recommit 
the whole subject to the committee, and to let 
them report through the columns of the LlllRARY 
JOURNAL. Then the Association will be in a 
much better position to discuss it. 

MR. EDMANDS suggested that the committee 

'------------------------------------------------------------------
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also consider the point he had called attention 
to-namely, to print the catalogue so as to get 
twenty-five lines or fifty lines on a page; in 
other words, to make the lines on a page a 
fraction of a hundred. 

The motion that the whole matter of acces
sions-cataloguing, in connection with shelf-lists, 
be recommitted to the Co-operation Committee 
for further consideration and report was unani
mously carried. 

The Conference then adjourned until Wednes
day morning. 

TIIIRD SESSION. 

[WEDNESDAY MORNING.] 

The meeting was called to order by the Presi
dent at ro.20 A.M. 

DISCOUNTS O BOOK PURCHASES, 

MR. POOLE, of the Committee on Discounts, 
stated that the committee had really no report 
to make, as they had not conferred with pub
lishers to any extent. He would say, however, 
with regard to the "twenty per cent rule," that 
this rule had been substantially abolished. The 
committee had not been able to confer with the 
publishers, for the reason that the publish
ers had not had their convention. He stated 
also that, in consequence of the twenty per cent 
rule being set aside, books can now be bought 
as freely and at as low cost as ever they could. 

He then went on to relate his experience at 
Chicago. Ile had passed around some slips 
stating the conditions under which he would re
ceive booksellers' proposals. Some of the 
booksellers had offered to sell to libraries at 33 
per cent discount; another firm had offered to 
sell at 36 per cent, and one firm offered to fur
nish books to libraries as low as 38½ per cent. 
He found that booksellers desired very much to 
form connection with libraries, and it must pay 
them somehow. I-le never saw so much compe
tition to get the trade of libraries as during the 
last year. Dealers desired to get the library 
trade, so that if any person, becoming interested 
in a particular book, desired to purchase it, he 
would go straight to the bookseller who had the 
contract to furnish the library with books. He 
also took good care to give the name of the 
dealer that furnished the books to the library. 

Recently he made a contract for the present 
year and had had similar results, except that 
instead of getting the books at 38½ per cent dis
count, he had got only 37½ per cent. At any 

rate, there need be no fear about getting books as 
cheap as ever. The twenty percent rule has gone 
out of existence, and it will never be renewed. 
I believe the action of this Convention last year 
settled that matter. 

MR. PERKINS stated that an intelligent pub
lisher told him that Mr. Poole had had his 
own will in the matter and had got it through 
all alone, and not at all the Convention. 
(Laughter.) 

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

MR. SPOFFORD, on call of the President, 
spoke of the distribution of public documents: 
I have no plan to present, Mr. President, but 
can only outline the present disgraceful con
dition-if I may be allowed to use so strong 
a term-of the laws for the distribution of 
publications of the Government of the United 
States. The statutes require the Secretary of 
the Interior, who is charged by the law of 1859 
with the custody of all the public documents, 
to distribute them to public libraries in the 
country-on the recommendation and nomina
tion of the members of Congress-one copy to 
some library in each Congressional district, 
with certain restrictions. That works badly, 
because there is no continuity of supplies for 
the libraries. These recommendations, de
pending on Congressmen coming at different 
times from different parts of a district, may be 
shifted about, and the result not unfrequently 
is that a library which gets books from one 
Congress for two years may not get them the 
next year. The chances of getting them per
manently are wholly dependent on accident 
or the views of the Congressman from the 
district in which the library is located. The 
system of the distribution of public documents 
demands amendment, in the first place, at that 
point, so that the caprice of the members of 
Congress for the time being shall not dictate 
what libraries shall receive the documents. 

In the next place, as you arc aware, there is 
an enormous waste of public money and an 
utterly unreasonable, unjust, and ineffective dis
tribution of the documents themselves. They 
go, in the majority of cases, not to libraries, 
not to scholars, not to professional men, but to 
mere politicians, to the hands of men whom 
the Congressmen happen to know best in their 
respective districts. 

And perhaps, again, they are not distributed 
at all. There are Congressmen who sell all or 
nearly all the documents at their disposal to 

.> 
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second-hand dealers. Books costing the gov
ernment $15 or $20 are often sold for $3 to 
second-hand dealers all over the country, but 
mainly in Washington and New York. This 
squandering of the public money should be 
stopped. About 100,000 volumes of reports, 
such as the agricultural reports, for instance, are 
annually manufactured and distributed in such 
a way as to cost the tax-payers and the Treasury 
a maximum of money with a minimum of result
ing benefit to the country. There is occasionally 
a discussion of the subject in the newspapers, 
and a few Congressmen are impressed with the 
magnitude of the abuse and the necessity of 
amending the present laws. But they are only 
a few. It would be a very valuable entering 
wedge if a combined attack were made upon the 
wasteful distribution, and if this Association 
would take some action in the matter. 

There arc various means proposed by which 
a better system might be put into operation. I 
think the best would be the system prevailing 
in Great Britain. There a certain number of 
the public documents and of the publications of 
the national legislature is furnished to the mem
bers of the legislative body for their official use ; 
and that number is strictly limited. The docu
ments are generally unbound, though some of 
them might very well be put in a permanent 
form, and then be deposited in the libraries 
established in different localities. In Parlia
ment the system is to sell all public documents 
through the public printers and their agents, so 
that if you send to London for any documents, 
you may get any one for the mere cost of print
ing and perhaps a slight additional percentage. 

There is a law in this country, that where a 
person orders a number of any particular docu
ments in advance, he can get them at the cost 
price, with ten per cent added. That of course 
works well enough in the case of a bookseller, 
but any one desiring only a single copy cannot 
avail himself of the provision at all. If the sys
tem of sale at cost price were once established, 
I think there would be a large demand springing 
up all over the country from those who want 
books and can use them, and the government 
would be saved a vast amount of money that 
is now thrown away. 

There is a third consideration, which involves 
the distribution, not of the regular government 
documents, but of the great mass of more costly 
and valuable reports issued by the different 
departments and bureaus of the government. 
There are issued in the Interior Department 
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various expensive reports-for instance, twr 
geological surveys of the territories, with a;

companying scientific illustrations and chars, 
in quarto, which are still in progress. The Er
gineers' Bureau of the Army prints a multitude 
of valuable scientific and technical monographs. 
Now there should be some system devised by 
which the libraries of the country should get 
these bureau and office reports, as well as the 
regular government documents, like the agri
cultural reports, which are manufactured in 
much larger quantities. These bureau reports 
are not regularly distributed, nor is there any 
legally prescribed system by which libraries can 
get them. Some libraries get them through per
sons familiar with the different departments, but 
it is altogether dependent on personal caprice. 
This system should be amended. 

TUE PRESIDENT inquired of Mr. Spofford how 
this had best be brought about: whether the 
remedy should come from Congress or from 
the concerted action of the departments. 

MR. SPOFFORD stated that he had no sugges
tions to make in that regard ; that he should 
prefer to listen to the views of other gentlemen; 
but that th.ere might be a committee appointed 
who should take charge of the subject. 

MR. POOLE.-! think there is another point 
which the committee might consider: How 
can the principal libraries of the country receive 
another kind of public document-that is, the 
subject-catalogue of the library of Congress? 
\Ve can get nearly all the catalogues of the lead
ing libraries in the country, but the catalogue 
of the Library of Congress we cannot get. 

MR. SPOFFORD stated that, on account of the 
great cost of the work, the Library Committee 
had deemed it to be an improper use of the 
public money to give copies of the subject-cata
logue away. The committee had shown suffi
cient abnegation in not voting themselves a 
copy. No one can get them except by paying 
for them. I should add, however, that I was 
empowered to exchange them for anything I 
could get for the library fairly equivalent to 
them. Some libraries have bought them. All 
the other catalogues of the library have been 
distributed gratuitously to the principal libra
ries. 

MR. VINTON had found considerable difficulty 
in finding out what was published at Washing
ton, and what was of real interest. He thought 
it would be a good plan to have a list prepared 
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5, 
injing what publications were issued at Wash-

, ton. 

e DR. HOMES stated that there is a law now in 
,xistence which requires that copies of public 

documents should be sent to the state libraries, 
and that they do receive them. The state libra
ries, however, are, all but three or four of them, 
situated in capitals of less than 50,000 inhabi
tants, and the books are consequently not so 
useful as they would be in larger cities. He 
thought that the law might be modified so as to 
include other libraries besides the state libra
ries, and that the committee might look into it. 

MR. GREEN thought if some centrally located 
library should be designated in a given district, 
to which could be sent several copies of all pub
lic documents, and such library could distribute 
them to smaller ones, keeping an index of what 
documents each one received, that thus a com
plete set would be obtained, instead of the 
broken sets we now so often come across. 
Several members of Congress whom he had ap
proached on the subject had expressed th eir 
willingness to have the documents distributed 
in a proper way, and they had been very anxious 
to have some plan suggested by which this could 
be best accomplished. 

MR. TYLER stated that in Baltimore there had 
been seen, some years ago, as many as fifty two
horse wagons containing public documents 
which were being carted to paper mills, and 
that as many as nine sets of a particular report 
had been bought for old paper. 

Eleven o'clock having arrived, the special 
order of the day was taken up. 

UNIFORM TITLE-ENTRIES. 

The Secretary read seriatim from the LIBRARY 
JOURNAL (V. I., p. I70) the proposed rules for 
co-operative cataloguing, with the appended ex
planations, which were then severally discussed 
by the meeting. He stated that the rules were 
first drafted after consultation, then condensed, 
then submitted to librarians in different parts of 
the country, and finally put in shape as sub
mitted in the JO URNAL. 

As to exact transcription of the title-page, 
Mr. Edmands inquired whether it would not 
be the best rule to have some mark in all cases 
to indicate what has been omitted, especially in 
biographical works, in order to know whether 
the title is strictly copied or not. He thought 
some more special marks than the three dots 
would greatly facilitate the matter. 

MR. DEWEY stated that, after having fully con
sidered the subject, the committee had adopted 
the three dots as being the best suited for the 
purpose. 

MR. SPOFFORD inquired whether this rule is 
absolute in denying the use of capitals for sub
stantives in the German and cognate languages, 
and was referred by Mr. Dewey to the explana
tion printed with the rule. 

MR. BowKER thought the system ought to 
designate expressly in some way whether the 
entry is a full transcript or an abridgment of 
the title. 

MR. SPOFFORD thought the rule with the ex
planatory note was all that could be desired in 
that regard. 

MR. CUTTER stated, in regard to the three 
dots, that after having used them very carefully 
for many years in a library under his charge, 
where he had found it considerable trouble to 
count the omissions, as soon as he was in a 
position in another library to omit them he had 
disregarded them entirely, and he did not re
member ever finding any use for them. 

MR. VINTON thought the three dots would be 
of interest mainly in the case of old books, as 
it was the tendency to make the titles of modern 
books as short as possibl e, so that no dots 
would be needed. 

MR. PERKINS inquired whether the rule for 
using capitals applied to any language except 
English. 

MR. DEWEY thought that was the design. 

MR. SPOFFORD thought this Association ought 
to go as far as the French rule, which does not 
even capitalize such words as the names for 
months and days. He would therefore move 
to strike from the rule the word adjectives, or 
adjective form of proper names, leaving only 
the proper names themselves. 

MR. Em1ANDS stated, in regard to capitalizing 
German nouns, that even now in Germany it 
was quite common to print names without cap
itals. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that he had not ob
served it. 

MR. CUTTER thought it was not very com
mon, but that it was done. Ile did not like the 
French style for the English language, but said 
he could give no reason for it. 

MR. PERKINS thought, in regard to German 
writers omitting capitals, that this was simply 
a peculiarity of the particular writer, and was 
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very much like everything else in German or
thography. There was far less uniformity among 
the Germans than here, and the Germans them
selves were in great tribulation in regard to 
it. The Orthographical Conference at Berlin 
adopted certain rules, but it was in general 
very conservative. It introduced a few changes; 
it did not disturb the question of capitals, but 
left it to the prevailing usage. Some German 
writers use capitals only at the beginning of 
sentences, and some only at the beginning of 
paragraphs. 

MR. PooLE.-I wish to say that I do not pro
pose to be bound by anything that this Associa
tion may do in this matter. I do not regard it 
as an essential matter; it is simply a matter of 
taste. The Association ought not to prescribe 
any special rule in this matter, no more than it 
ought to say what kind of a necktie a man shall 
wear. I would rather the Association should 
not commit itself to any particular style. I 
propose to stick to the old English system, and 
to use it until we get ready to write a small 
"I" for the personal pronoun. The English 
system is, that in the title of a book the sub
stantive should have a capital letter. I should 
not recognize the title of a book in any other 
style. 

MR, GREEN.-I hope this Association will 
express its opinion about this matter. It is im
portant that some authorized body capable of 
making a decision should point out to people 
in what direction good taste tends, in what di
rection the best usage in regard to capitalizing 
tends-whether we all agree at present as to the 
use of capitals or not in titles of books, A 
cultivated editor told me once that the omission 
of capitals was largely due to laziness. It is 
easier not to write capitals, and that is one of 
the greatest reasons why we should not use 
capitals. The heads of libraries cannot look 
over every piece of cataloguing and say whether 
it is right or wrong. We want a rule that can 
be easily followed. It does seem to me that a 
judicious use of capitals would be of great ad
vantage, if you could have first-class men to 
superintend their use; but if you cannot do 
that, it would be much safer to dispense 
with the use of capitals altogether. It is a 
matter which should be thoroughly digested, 
and therefore I hope that it will be referred 
back to the Co-operation Committee with power 
to act. 

MR. VINTON thought that if the Association 

followed Mr. Poole's suggestion, it would re
solve itself again into elements. That was not 
the purpose of the Association. He believed 
in taking some decided action in regard to this 
matter of the use of capitals. He himself be
lieved in dispensing with them altogether. The 
catalogue of the Library of Congress, he held, 
was a model for all libraries to follow. Read
ing a book with a generous profusion of capi
tals reminded him very much of riding over a 
rough cobble-stone road, while reading a book 
without capitals was like riding on a smooth 
macadamized road. The catalogue of the Library 
of Congress was a model because it contained 
no typographical offensiveness. 

MR. DEWEY suggested that as the work of the 
committee should only be looked upon as a 
recommendation, and as, whatever action the 
Association might take in this matter, it would 
still be in the nature of a recommendation, 
therefore he did not see why Mr. Poole should 
be so decided in his opinion. If Mr. Poole 
occupied the same position as he (Mr. Dewey) 
did, receiving letters every day making in
quiries in regard to just this very thing, Mr. 
Poole would wish very much that the Associa
tion would take some decided action in this 
matter, so that replies could be made to those 
inquiries that would carry with them some 
authority. 

MR. CUTTER thought that, as the publishers 
might submit to the librarians titles for their 
approval, it would be necessary to take some 
action. Personally he would not like to be 
bound by the action of the Association. To a 
person accustomed to the use of capitals, it 
would seem a little ludicrous to have British 
spelled with a small "b," and American with 
a small "a." He also inquired if, in the rejec
tion of all capitals except in proper names, the 
names of noted events, such as the French 
Revolution or our late Civil War, should drop 
their capital form. He thought it would be 
necessary to define proper names somewhat 
more than had been done. 

MR. SP0FF0RD.-I suppose I am responsible 
for introducing in this country into a catalogue, 
for the first time, the rejection of capital letters 
for German nouns. In that matter I acted with 
proper deliberation, and experience has only 
confirmed me in my position then taken. I 
looked back to the origin of the German lan
guage, and I found that in the books printed in 
the sixteenth century there was no such thing 
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known as a capital being applied to the Ger
man nouns. Therefore, in rejecting capital let
ters in the catalogue of the Library of Congress, 
I only attempted restoration and not innova
tion. In this matter I can see that it is perhaps 
a matter of fashion ; and yet it would be desir
able to preach a uniformity of style which shall 
relieve us of an arbitrary and impossible stand
ard, which shall give to the page a superior 
beauty, elegance, and uniformity. All these 
advantages will be secured by uniform typog
raphy. 

After considerable discussion as to how and 
how far the Association should act, it was de
cided that the meeting should express its opin
ion on mooted points by a show of hands, and 
it was voted, on motions of Mr. Bowker and 
Mr. Green, '' that at the close of the votes of 
opinion by this Association, the subject of uni
form title-entries, including abbreviations, be 
referred to a special committee of five, with 
power to digest a code which shall finally be 
referred through the JOURNAL, and shall stand 
as the recommendation of this Association un
til otherwise ordered, and that this committee 
shall take means also to call the attention of 
publishers and other makers of catalogues to 
this code." 

Meanwhile Mr. Spofford's motion in the di
rection of restricting capitalizing was voted 
down on a show of hands. 

The second rule brought up a discussion as 
to variations in dates between the imprint year, 
the year of copyright, and the year of actual 
publication. It was generally considered that 
the provision was sufficient. Mr. Edmands 
suggested that the words "of actual publica
tion" be added after" the year." A motion of 
Mr. Cutter, to put the publisher's name in 
Roman instead of italic, was approved. A 
motion of Dr. Homes, to insert the words "in 
English" after " the place of publication," 
failed of approval. After these modifications, 
the second rule was approved. 

The third and fourth rules were approved. 
As to the fifth rule, directing how to enter 
na111es, the President inquired if it would re
quire "Columbus" to be entered as "Colom
bo." Mr. Dewey thought that was the rule. 

MR. EDMANDS thought a rule might be de
vised which would not require so much cross
reference as this does. Many persons using a 
catalogue like this suggested by the committee 
would be apt to get confused and not be able 
to find the book desired. He thought the rul e 

needed modification. He called attention to the 
name '' de Stael," for which many people would 
look under the prefix "de." He thought ex
ceptions ought to be made in names so well 
known. 

MR. SPOFFORD thought if exceptions of that 
kind were made there would be no end of 
trouble. A simple cross-reference he thought 
would settle the difficulty. The adoption of 
any rule which violates a principle is in itself 
strictly objectionable. 

MR. PERKINS desired to move an addition to 
the rule, that where an author was known by 
more than one name, cross-references should 
be used. 

MR. BOWKER inquired what should be done 
in regard to lady writers who had been married 
more than once. 

MR. FOSTER suggested that no lady who had 
published a book should afterward marry. 

MR. SPOFFORD moved to amend by adding, 
"such names to be entered al ways under the 
name last borne by the author." 

Mk. BOWKER suggested that this was scarcely 
in accordance with the decision arrived at in 
regard to family name, and the titles of nobil
ity, and asked what would be the objection to 
entering all books under the name first borne. 
It would be desirable that under some one 
heading the names should be grouped, and as 
far as possible they should be continued under 
that same heading. 

THE PRESIDENT.-The question before us is 
then upon amending the rule by the following 
addition: "Where an author is known by 
more than one name, cross-references should be 
inserted from such names not used to that used, 
which shall be the 'last borne by the author." 

An amendment to substitute "the name first 
borne" was lost. 

MR. SPOFFORD inquired whether the rule 
would work well in regard to Mrs. Norton's 
last name. He thought not one person in a 
hundred would recognize her by the name she 
bore only a few months. 

It was then suggested to obviate the diffi
culty by making the last clause read, "the 
name last borne by the author on the title of 
any publication." 

On the suggestion of Mr. Perkins, all the 
amendments were withdrawn. He then said, 
"I wish to have added to the rule these words: 
'Where an author has been known by more 
than one name, cross-references should be in-
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serted from such names not used as headings 
to that used.' " 

The rule, as thus amended, was approved, 
and it was further voted that the question of 
the entry of the names of married women be 
referred to the special committee. 

The sixth and 5eventh rules were approved. 

THE PRESIDENT then announced as the Spe
cial Committee on Uniform Title-entries, etc., 
Messrs. Cutter, Spofford, Green, Dyer, and 
Jones. 

THE PRESIDENT then read cordial invitations 
from John Taylor Johnston, president, and 
Robert Hoe, Jr., of the trustees, of the Metro
politan Museum of Art. enclosing tickets, that 
the members of the Association should visit 
the museum individually at their convenience. 
On motion, the invitation was accepted, and the 
Committee on Order of Business was directed 
to draft a suitable acknowledgment. 

On motion, the Conference then adjourned 
until 2 P.M. 

FOURTH SESSION. 

[WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.] 

The meeting was called to order by the Pres
ident at 2.30 P.M. 

EXCHANGE OF DUPLICATES. 

DR. HoMES, in moving for a committee on 
exchange of duplicates, stated that some years 
ago Mr. Poole suggested that all such dupli
cate books and pamphlets be sold at auction, 
but he thought a much better plan would be to 
exchange them. He thought a running account 
might be kept between several libraries of what 
books were exchanged, and in that way they 
might minister to their mutual needs. 

Dr. Homes' motion, as amended, "that a 
committee of three be appointed by the chair 
to devise, after correspondence, a plan for ef
fecting exchanges of duplicate books and pam
phlets between libraries, and to report through 
the columns of the LIBRARY JOURNAL," was 
adopted. 

Dr. Homes then exhibited a book-brace to 
the Convention which he said was not patented, 
and which he had found very serviceable. It 
consisted of a thin board of a height nearly that 
between shelves, with the attachment of a bent 
piece of brass at the top, arranged as a spring to 
hold the board upright as it is pushed in be
tween shelves. 

LlllRARY BUILDINGS. 

MR. POOLE then took up the subject set 

apart for the afternoon-plans for library 
buildings. He took ground at the outset 
against erecting galleries in libraries, and said 
that the ceiling in any room where books are 
kept should not be more than sixteen feet high. 
He had found generally where galleries were 
erected that the heat in the upper galleries was 
insufferable-in which no books could live. 
A friend of his noticed, while passing through 
the galleries of the Cincinnati Public Library, 
the great heat at the top of the galleries, and in 
order to test it he purchased a thermometer 
and found the temperature to register in the 
upper gallery as high as 142° F., while below, 
on the ground-floor, it was very comfortable. 

He then explained at length, by means of 
plans, how library buildings should not be 
constructed, and how he would have them 
constructed. He stated that he referred prin
cipally to small towns, where they had plenty 
of room and could spread out their building; 
of course in large cities,where they were crowded 
for space, he supposed galleries were necessary 
so as to get light from the top. 

TI-IE PRESIDENT then made some drawings on 
a blackboard, and explained the construction 
of a model library building made chiefly of 
iron, with iron flooring and iron framework for 
the shelves. The Conference evinced much 
interest in the President's remarks, and the 
many inquiries that were made of him in re
gard to it showed that the Conference desired 
the fullest explanations possible on the subject, 
which the President imparted to the utmost ex
tent. It is to be regretted that the impossibility 
of presenting the diagrams preclude a satisfac
tory report of this portion of the Conference. 

MR. VINTON inquired whether there would 
be light enough on the lower floor to read the 
titles of books where the floors above were of 
iron grating. 

THE PRESIDENT said that they did not need 
to read the titles, but simply to look at the 
numbers, and that these were generally large 
enough to be easily recognized. 

MR. LANGWORTHY explained the . construc
tion of his library building (Congregational 
Library, Boston). He believed in leaving a 
small space between the walls and the shelv
ing, so that there could be a free circulation of 
air. 

THE PRESIDENT stated that some years ago 
a committee from Springfield called upon him 
and wished to be shown Bates Hall, as they 
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were desirous of making their library building 
like that hall. I told them that they should 
avoid everything that was there; and I gave 
them, as well as I could, my best ideas for the 
construction of a suitable building. I learned 
afterwards that their building was in the old 
conventional style; and some time afterwards 
heard the opinion expressed that they had 
made a great mistake in adopting their present 
style of building. The great difficulty about 
the construction of all library buildings is the 
fact that it is not determined beforehand. The 
people do not clearly understand what sort of 
a library they are going to have. I think there 
is no doubt that the conventional form is best 
where the people are to have access to the 
books. But in these modern days of public 
libraries, where great masses assemble, where 
they ca_nnot be allowed to have access to tlie 
books, the books should be kept back of the 
delivery counter. 

THE PRESIDENT announced as the Committee 
on the Exchange of Duplicates, Dr. Homes, Mr. 
Edmands, and a gentleman who was not present, 
but who had been his associate for many years
Mr. Knapp, of Boston. 

MR. CUTTER, as chairman of the Committee 
on Title-entries, desired the sense of the meeting 
on a motion which he presented, that English 
noblemen be entered under their titles instead 
of under the family name. It is true that a few 
noblemen acquired all their fame before they 
became titled; in the majority of cases, authors 
are better known by their titles. The motion 
failed of approval. 

THE SECRETARY read a cordial letter of regret 
from Mr. Vickers, of Cincinnati, who added : 
" Anything the Association may want the Cin
cinnati Library to do, will be done if I can effect 
it." A letter of regret was also received from 
Prof. Robinson, of Rochester, who was detained 
at home by the work of removing his library. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

MR. VAN NAME, as chairman of the Com
mittee on nominating the Executive Board, re
ported the following names : Mr. Winsor, Mr. 
Spofford, Mr. Poole, Dr. Homes, and Mr. 
Dewey. 

On motion, the gentlemen named by the com
mittee were elected. 

MR. CUTTER, for the Committee to devise 
plans for Representation at the English Confer
ence, offered the following resolution: "that 

the Executive Board, with such persons as they 
may add to their number, be the representatives 
of the Association at the English Library Con
ference, and be empowered to act for the Asso
ciation," which was adopted. 

In reference to the invitation to visit the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Committee on 
Resolutions reported as follows: 

" vVhereas, The directors of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art have extended to the members 
of the American Library Association an invita
tion to inspect the collection exhibited by them, 

"Resolved, That this Association express to the 
president and directors of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art their cordial acknowledgments 
for the courtesies thus extended." 

PRINTED TITLE-SLIPS. 

THE PRESIDENT brought up the next subject, 
that of printed slips for titles. He explained 
that it was intended to devise some plan of af
fording libraries and purchasers of books a 
ready means of cataloguing the book, by 
having the work already done for them. He 
then described his suggestion for a publishers' 
slip, which would be of commercial-note size, 
divided into four parts, each the size of the uni
form catalogue card, and containing the title 
under the several entries which were. desirable. 
He thought if the publishers could be enlisted 
in the work, much good would result from it. 
Then the cataloguing would become uniform in 
the principal libraries. He had made the offer 
to several publishers, but thus far he had not 
got it accepted by any. 

MR. EDMANDS inquired whether it was ex
pected that the publisher would make the 
subject-entries. 

THE PRESIDENT.- It is expected that the 
publishers do it, or that it be done by some 
large library. 

MR. EDMANDS inquired further, whether all 
the three or four entries would be printed upon 
a sheet. 

THE PRESIDENT thought ordinarily four en
tries would be a sufficient number. He said 
further, that if the publishers of this country 
would take hold of it, in the end they would 
accomplish a great good to themselves. 

MR. BowKER.-This is a subject which was 
discussed among three or four gentlemen, some 
of whom are now present, at the New York 
office of the LIBRARY JOURNAL, which is also the 
office of the Pttb!islurs' Weekly, with specia, 
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1 eference to both the book trade and the libra
ries. They are alike concerned in such a sys
tem as that spoken of. The difficulty in regard 
to obtaining the co-operation of the book trade 
would be, that publishing books is a business 
and not philanthropy. It is desirable to approach 
publishers chiefly from the commercial side. 
They desire to see that there is money in it. 
The system which was talked over was very 
much the same as that spoken of, bringing out 
still more, perhaps, the commercial advantages 
that might accrue from such a plan. The pro
position was, that there should be printed a 
little circular, note-page size, if you say so, of 
which the upper part should contain the title, 
small enough to be pasted on the catalogue card, 
of which the entry should be made according to 
the rules of this Association ; and that there 
should be added, as a second part of the upper 
division, a brief summary of the contents, de
scriptive notes, or something of that kind. A 
second part might be used for press notices or 
commendations of the book, and the lowest for 
titles of other books on the same subject or by 
the same author, or for books forthcoming, while 
the back of the circular might be utilized by 
the publisher for general advertising purposes. 
Such a circular would serve not only the pur
poses of the librarian, but would be of great use 
to the book trade. There is a great lack of 
knowledge on the part of many booksellers as 
to what is inside of the books passing through 
their hands. Some take the trouble of inform
ing themselves of the contents, but most of them 
handle books simply as merchandise, of which 
they know little more than the cover. Such a 
slip would be very useful to retail dealers, and 
would promote the intelligent and conse
quently increasing sale of books. As the top 
part of the sheet would be pasted on the cata
logue card, there could be no objection to the 
use of the rest of the face and the back 
as spaces for advertising. It was proposed 
that this work should be done at a central 
bureau, like the office of the LIBRARY JOURNAL 
and the Publis!ters' Weekly, which would serve 
both as to the library work and the book-trade 
interest. It seems to me it would be very desira
ble to appoint a committee to act, if possible, 
in connection with publishers, and to take this 
matter into consideration. I therefore move 
that a committee of three be appointed, includ
ing the President, to take action in this matter, 
and to ask the co-operation of publishers. 

MR. F. W. CHRISTERN was then asked to 

state his experience, as a bookseller, as to how 
far buyers of books make private catalogues. 

MR. CHRISTERN said that the only persons he 
knew of who kept catalogues and were guided 
by them were a few gentlemen engaged in 
special lines of study and research. He re
called one instance-that of a well-known pro
fessor, who kept a very accurate catalogue, but 
only of books in his particular line. Gentle
men engaged in the professions of medicine,law, 
theology, or students and writers of history, 
sometimes kept up their own catalogues ; but 
as for the general buyer, he never knew of one 
keeping his own catalogue. 

MR. DEWEY said that the method in vogue in 
Italy was illustrated at the Centennial Exhibition 
last year, and he thought it would be an excellent 
thing if it could be introduced here. Every 
publisher, in sending out a new book, should 
have printed slips about the size of a postal
card, one for each book, and this card should 
give all the information possible, in the ~pace, 
about the book, besides giving the original title, 
the proper catalogue title, and the name and 
place of business of the publisher, The brief 
description of the book should not be a" puff" 
or commendatory notice, but should rather be 
an indication of what the author had written 
about. It would naturally advertise the book, 
and ultimately increase the sale of a large ma
jority of all the books so issued. The titles 
given by the printed slips could be readily 
transferred to the bookseller's catalogue, and 
the result would be that, whenever a book was 
called for, any boy could easily find the book 
and fill the order. The only trouble he could 
see was that there was danger that the subject 
would not be properly presented to publishers. 

The motion for a committee was adopted, 
and Messrs. Winsor, Bowker, and Dewey were 
designated as the committee. 

DUPLICATING PROCESSES. 

MR. DEWEY stated that he had a communi
cation bearing on the subject of printed slips. 
J. C. Rowell, Librarian at the California Uni
versity, writes : "I have been thinking of intro
ducing in our library the type-writing machine, 
for use in cataloguing. The enclosed card is one 
which one of our professors took home with him 
to see 'how it would work' (the professor has a 
type-writer, and did the job himself). Perhaps 
other librarians have tried this plan. How has 
it worked?" 

THE PRESIDENT stated he had seen some 



,. 

34 THE LlBRAR Y JOURNAL. 

work done with the type-writer, and he did not 
approve of it. He thought that the heliotype 
process would do better work. 

MR. EDMANDS.-A friend of mine in Phila
delphia told me he had a type-writer in process 
of construction which would entirely supersede 
the one used. He pointed out several advan
tages, and assured me that when it came out it 
would take the place of the other entirely. 

MR. BowKER.-There was a type-writer ex
hibited in the Russian Department at the Cen
tennial Exhibition, which was much superior 
to the American, especially in accuracy, but 
perhaps not so fast. • 

It was stated that the American type-writer 
had recently been very much improved, and 
many difficulties obviated. 

THE PRESIDENT.-I have experimented some 
with type-writers and electric pens. I never 
succeeded in getting any satisfactory work. 

MR. DEWEY had tried the electric pen, and 
had been satisfied sufficiently to order one. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

On the suggestion of the Chair, that the ques
tion of the distribution of public documents had 
been left without action this morning, Mr. 
Green moved "that a committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair to consider the subject 
of the distribution of public documents issued 
by the general government; that they report 
through the LIBRARY JOURNAL; that their report 
include a draft of a bill ; and that, with the co
operation of the Executive Board, they be em
powered to present such bill to . the considera
tion of Congress." 

The resolution was adopted, and the Presi
dent appointed Dr. Homes, Mr. Green, and 
Mr. Spofford as the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Poole, it was unanimously 
resolved "that the American Library Asso
ciation recognizes the inestimable and perma
nent value of the 'Report on Public Libraries 
of the United States,' prepared and published 
the past year by the United States Bureau of 
Education ; and hereby tenders thanks to Gen. 
John Eaton, the Commissioner of Education, 
and his assistants, Messrs. S. R. Warren and 
S. A. Clarke, for the intelligence and zeal with 
which they planned and accomplished this 
great work." 

BUCKRAM FOR BINDING. 

THE PRESIDENT mentioned a new material 
for binding books. He said that some time 

ago a paragraph appeared in an English paper 
asking why buckram could not be used for 
bookbinding. Mr. Nicholson, of the London 
Library, was written to by him, and requested 
to say what he thought of the suggestion, and 
was also asked what buckram was, as he did 
not know, nor could he find any samples of it 
at the stores. He went to a good many places, 
and wherever he asked if they had such a thing 
as buckram, they looked at him with surprise 
and said they never heard of it. He finally 
heard, through Mr. Nicholson, that buckram 
was a stout linen cloth, which, being sized and 
rolled through hot cylinders, became almost as 
hard as vellum. Mr. Nicholson sent on some 
samples, about twenty sheets in all. They were 
used in the covering of several books, and at a 
little distance the books looked very much as if 
they were bound in turkey. Mr. Nicholson 
stated he had been experimenting with it, and 
he had found it more durable for binding than 
leather, and not subject to certain effects that 
are produced on leather binding under unfavor
able conditions. The cost of buckram is only 
about one fifth or one fourth that of morocco. 
He had made arrangements with an importer 
to have some introduced in this country; the 
goods had been detained at Dundee, but would 
arrive in a short time. There is one drawback 
to its introduction here, and that is the tariff on 
all linen articles. 

MR. DEWEY said it was the impression of the 
committee that buckram was to be the coming 
binding, but that a little more experience was 
needed before recommending it ; that for the 
present goat instead of this buckram would have 
to be r~ommended for binding. 

On motion of Mr. Poole, it was resolved 
" that the thanks of the American Library As
sociation be tendered to the government of the 
New York Young Men's Christian Association 
for the use of their hall and the attention which 
has made the meeting of the Association so 
agreeable ;• and to the librarians of New York 
and Brooklyn for the reception tendered for this 
evening." 

THE SECRETARY then read the report of the 
Co-operation Committee on library binding (V. 
I., p. 432). On motion, the report was accepted. 

MR. PERKINS thought that there were a great 
many libraries throughout the country that 
would desire to know what the recommenda
tion of the Association was in regard to shelf. 
cataloguing ; and he moved, therefore, that 
where accession-catalogues and shelf-catalogues 
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were kept distinct, the Association recommend 
the forms devised by the committee. The mo
tion was adopted. 

MR. POOLE stated, in regard to re-binding, 
th:i.t recently he h:i.d made a contract to have 
re-binding done at thirty cents a volume for or
dinary-sized books, in a style of which he ex
hibited a sample lo the Convention. The work 
is done very well indeed, not eleg:i.ntly but 
substantially enough for ordinary circulation. 
With regard to morocco books, he had made a 
contract for sixty-five cents a volume. This, he 
said, covered all books of octavo and smaller 
sizes ; but for books larger than octavo the 
charges were proportionately higher. He stated 
that the quality of the binding was good: they 
used the best quality of roan leather. 

It was suggested that the m:i.tter of binding 
with buckram should be reported on by the 
committee through the LIBRARY JOURNAL, so 
that in time the Association will receive all the 
information possible in regard to it. 

THE PRESIDENT stated he intended to m,ike 
special examination in regard to it while in 
London. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned until 
Thursday morning at ten o'clock, it having 
been previously decided to give up the night 
sessions at first proposed, and to continue the 
Conference into Thursday. 

FIFTH SESSION. 

[THURSDAY MORNING.] 

The meeting was called to order by the Presi
dent at IO. 15 A.M. 

Prof. E. C. Mitchell's paper on "European 
Libraries" was read, in his enforced absence, 
by Mr. Wm. F. Poole, who prefaced it by say
ing that he had known Prof. Mitchell for about 
twenty-five years, and as a practical librarian 
for most of the time. At one time he was 
I ibrarian at the Newton Theological Seminary, 
and he was one of the first librarians in this 
country who mastered and put into practical 
operation the British Museum system of cata
loguing. He is an enthusiast on the subject, 
and he has educated many librarians in that 
system. Recently he has been appointed li
brarian to the Theological Seminary at Chicago; 
and he has just returned from a trip to Europe, 
extending over a considerable portion of time. 
During part of that time he has been Professor 
of Hebrew at the London University. He is 
now the Professor of Hebrew Criticism in the 
seminary at Chicago. 

VoL. II., No. r. 

I wanted to make this statement, so that 
proper authority may be given to his opinion. 
Omitting a brief apologetical introduction, I 
read as follows : 

(Seep. r2--r3.) 

Ttm PRES!DEKT ,innounced some changes 
as found necess:i.ry in some of the committees 
appointed yesterday. In the place of Dr. Homes, 
of Albany, on the Committee on the Distribu
tion of Public Documents, he named Mr. Tyler, 
of Baltimore; and in place of Dr. Homes on 
the Committee on the Exchange of Duplicates, 
he named Mr. Langworthy, of Boston. 

MR. DEWEY having taken exception to the 
excuse of Dr. Homes, the latter stated that as 
Congress was paying considerable attention to 
the state libraries, he thought it would be Letter 
to have, as the chairman of that committee, a 
gentleman who was not connected with any 
state library, as the other libraries would rather 
want rep re sen tat ives to speak for themselves. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP. 

In regard to interesting non-librari:i.ns in the 
work of the Association, Mr. Dewey stated 
that he was in receipt of quite a large number 
of letters from persons who wrote that they had 
recently learned for the first time that there was 
such a society as the American Library Asso
ci:i.tion, and who expressed the deepest interest 
in it. He thought this work was very great, and 
that it would be very desirable to have some 
statement prepared setting forth the object of 
the Association. He also wished that this As
sociation might take some action toward a 
thorough canvass in different sections of the 
community, and to bring into the ranks of the 
Library Association all people interested in 
the work. 

This opened a considerable discussion, taken 
part in by the President and by mJ1ny others. 
Mr. ·warren explained that the Bureau of Edu
cation habitually called attention lo the progress 
of library co-operation, etc., in its reports. Mr. 
Vinton said that every man in a college was 
generally so busy that he could not raise his 
eyes, so that not much co-operation could be 
expected from college professors. Mr. Tyler 
said he had received word from a gentleman at 
Leipzig that he wished to join the Association, 
which showed that its fame extended across the 
Atlantic. Mr. Harden, of Savannah, was 
called on to speak for the South, but said he 
came only to learn. Mr. Dewey advoc~ted the 
preparation of a document for general distribu-
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tion, explaining the work and inviting every
body to join the Association, by aid of which 
he thought the membership could be raised 
within one or two years to a thousand persons. 
Mr. Green feared that would be premature, 
since the present technical discussions would 
scarcely interest the people. Mr. Cutter wished 
to bring more people to the meetings to listen 
to the discussions. Mr. Langworthy thought 
many people in Boston and elsewhere would 
gladly join if they knew they were eligible. 

THE PRESIIJENT called for the opinion of 
Mr. Christern, who stated that only yesterday 
morning he had mentioned to two parties that 
the Association was holding its annual conven
tion, and he noticed that they had been here 
some time this morning listening to the pro
ceedings. He thought that there was great 
interest in the work of this Association among 
outsiders. 

T11E PRRSIDENT.-1 happened to come in 
contact with several members of the Board of 
Directors of the Boston Athenreum, and I have 
been gratified to hear an expression of their 
opinion as to the desirability of Mr. Cutter's 
coming here and going to London to be present 
at that conference. I think that class of people 
in Boston is heartily interested in the work of 
our Association. 

MR. EDMANDS thought there was some danger 
of having too many people come in. The pri
mary object of the Association was the develop
ment and administration of libraries; and there 
might be some danger in having a class of per
sons come into the Association who could not, 
from the very nature of the circumstances, ap
preciate the peculiar work of the Library 
Association as it is to-day. Mr. Tyler thought 
that that difficulty might be obviated by having 
two classes of members: those who represented 
the real active librarians, and those who simply 
felt interested in the object of the Association. 
The President thought that this was not neces
sary, as the thing would probably regulate it
self. The people who are primarily interested 
in libraries as librarians would be always in the 
majority. 

THE PRESIDENT.-As l was going along the 
street, I noticed that the shutters of a fashion
able shop were closed ; and upon my inquiry 
whether the house had failed, I was informed that 
they had simply closed for a few days "prepar
atory to the fall opening." Mr. Poole, who is 
a member of a literary club at Chicago, has 
been sitting very quietly, thinking_ over the 

subject, I suppose, and I have no doubt he has 
been preparing himself for a grand opening. 
(Laughter.) 

MR. Po0LE.-lt seems to me that there are 
two ways of bringing this matter before the pub
lic. The first is through the LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
and the second is that individual librarians, 
who are really interested in this matter, write 
it up for insertion in the local newspapers, and 
present it in the different forms in which it is 
capable of being presented. I think in Chicago 
I have it in my power to influence this matter 
there, and to bring it before the public. 

That literary association of which you have 
spoken, and of which I am a member, is com
posed of about r50 gentlemen-of judges of the 
couns, leading lawyers, leading ministers, 
leading architects, and literary men generally, 
without reference to their beliefs in religion, 
politics, and social science. It is a very inter
esting society, and is capable of doing a very 
great work. A society like this is not possible 
in Boston for this reason : Boston is an older 
community. There are too many tape-rolls of 
respectability running down through seven or 
eight generations; and it is impossible in Bos
ton to have a society of this kind consisting of 
more than a dozen or fifteen members, because 
they don't belong to each other. Now, in the 
Far \Vest we arc on a glorious equality-and 
that is one reason why I like the West. \Ve all 
stand on a general footing, and I shall take 
great plt:asure when I return to Chicago in 
bringing this matter before that literary club, to 
interest those gentlemen in it. I think I can 
get quite a number of subscriptions for the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL. I think every man should 
be a centre of influence for carrying out this 
object. 

MR. PooL of New York thought that he 
might be able to bring this matter before seve
ral societies of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, especially through the Association 
paper, the Watchman, in Chicago. He thought 
with Mr. Poole that every one should become 
a centre, exercising an influence in some direc
tion. 

On motion, it was resolved that a document 
be prepared setting forth the object of the As
sociation, accompauied by a cordial invitation to 
people interested in the work to join in that 
work, and that this document be distributed 
under direction of the Executive Board. 

MR. GREEN suggested, as to Prof. Mitchell's 
paper criticising European libraries, that it 
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might be considered scarcely courteous by our 
English brethren that such strictures should he 
printed in the report; but it was urged, on the 
other hand, that the Association was not neces
sarily responsible for the views expressed in 
papers read, and, further, that the English li
brarians had shown a desire for friendly sugges
tion. Mr. Poole expressly stated that his letters 
showed a cordial wish to join in common pro
gress. Mr. Green desired that the Association 
should maintain an attitude of deference toward 
the older libraries of the other side. -

On motion, the delegates to London were 
authorized to act in conjunction with the Eng
lish Conference, in relation to making the LI
BRARY JOURNAL an international organ for the 
English-speaking world. 

DESIGNATION OF SIZES. 

THE SECRETARY submitted the report on the 
designation of the sizes of books (V. I., p. 178), 
and gave an abstract of Mr. Huling's article 
(p. 168). He stated that there was general 
agreement except in the range between thirty
two-mos and octavos. 

MR. GREEN always liked an abbreviation to 
be significant. Instead of writing D for the 
size of duodecimo, he would like to write 
D 0

, with a little zero. It seems to me that 
would show to the eye what was meant by the 
"D." I like to have a catalogue speak for it
self, without cogitating too much on what is 
meant, and also without writing too much. 

MR.JONES said that, while the need of a more 
uniform system of size-record was fully ap[Jreci
ated by the publishers, the measurements pro
posed in the report of the Co-operation Com
mittee differed in some instances too materially 
from those of the present style to be generally 
acceptable to the book trade. To secure the 
success of any new scheme the co-operation of 
the trade was most desirable, and this could be 
more readily effected by conforming, as closely 
as possible, the proposed sizes to those already 
in use than by making any radical changes. 
In the plan offered by the committee nearly all 
sixteenmos (as the Holt •· Leisure Hour'' no
vels), as well as the larger eighteenmos and 
twenty-four-mos (as the Osgood "Little Clas
sic" editions), would be entered under D, 
while under S would fall the smaller twenty
four-mos and thirty-two-mos (as the Harper 
" Half Hour" series and the Osgood "Vest 
Pucket" books), thus causing such a transposi
tion of names as would prove most embarrassing 

in the handling of books. As of cnrrent popn
lar publications the larger part, and the part per
haps more frequently handled, came under one 
of the three sizes of duodecimo, sixteenmo, or 
twenty-four-mo, it was especially necessary for 
trade purposes to carefully discriminate between 
these by shortening the range of each. To 
effect this he suggested the introduction of a 
size between the T and the S, to range from, say, 
ten to fourteen centimetres, and a modification 
of the measurements of S and D so as to 
cover books running respectively from fourteen 
to seventeen and from seventeen to twenty-one 
centimetres. A scheme giving approximately 
these measurements, he thought, would meet 
with the co-operation of pul,lishers, and those 
papers which were in the habit of recording 
new books (one of which, the Literary World, 
had shown its dissatisfaction with the old system 
by a scheme of its own) would very willingly 
adopt it. 

THE PRESIDENT thought if there were 
such discrl'pancics between the recommenda
tions of the committee and the actnal measure
ments of the sizes of books now used, that 
would make the recommendations inoperative. 

On motion of l\fr. Dewey, the first and second 
rules were adopted. 

MR. DEWEY moved that so much of the rule 
as appertains to the size of books below the 
quarto be referred to the Committee on Uni
form Title-entries, which was carried. 

MR. EDMANDS asked whether it would not 
be well to indicate the slight difference between 
16° and 18° by some numerical designation 
added to the 16°, instead of employing a sepa
rate numerical sign exclusively for r8° itself. 

MR. Ev ANS suggested E for eighteenmo. 

On motion, Mr. Green's suggestion for the 
addition of the degree or zero mark was ap
proved by the Conference, Mr. Evans opposing 
it as giving unnecessary expense, and Mr. 
Dewey favoring it as preventing questions. 

LIBRARY STATISTICS. 

THE SECRETARY then read the report of the 
Co-operation Committee on Library Statistics 
(V. I., p. 429). 

MR. EDMANDS desired to have the first item 
in the Receipts table changed so as to be the 
last, in order to be saved the trouule of sub
tracting. He made the same point in regard 
to the Expenditures table. 
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On motion, both tables, amended in accord
ance with Mr. Edmands' suggestion, were 
.adopted. 

The Circulation table was, on motion, adopt
ed as recommended by the committee. 

MR. EDMANDS made a suggestion that the first 
item in the Accessions account, "Number of 
volumes in the library as last reported," be 
transposed to the bottom, which suggestion 
was, on motion, adopted. 

It was pointed out that the item "Number 
of volumes received since last report" referred 
to the same thing as the item "Number of 
missing volumes restored since last report." (?) 

On motion, the item "Number of volumes 
received since last report" was stricken out. 

On motion, the Accessions table as amended 
was then adopted. 

MR. GREEN thought it might be well to know, 
also, how many persons daily used the library, 
as well as the number of books used. 

THE PRESIDENT explained that in Boston 
each person using the reading-room called for 
the magazine, etc., by a slip on which was also 
written his name. The slips bearing different 
names were counted, and the number of per
sons who used the reading-room is equivalent 
to the number of different names appearing on 
the slips. 

MR. GREEN thought several persons might 
have the same name, and the result would not 
be accurate. 

THE PRESIDENT said that this happened 
very seldom. 

THE SECRETARY then read the Growth, Size, 
and Use table. He suggested that the item 
" Essays, poetry, drama, etc.," be separated. 

MR. EDMANDS inquired if, in the item of 
"Foreign literature," books were distributed 
according to the subject-matter, without refer
ence to the languages in which they are writ
ten. 

Tac P1rns1DENT stated that the practice at the 
Boston Public Library was that books on sci
entific subjects arc classed together, irrespec
tive ot language, and books of a historical na
ture are put in sections devoted to the respec
tive !:.tnguages. 

MR. DEWEY.-I move that the word "Classi
ficatio1:i'' be prefixed to the words "Growth, 
size, etc. ;" that " Poetry and drama" be sepa
rated from " Essays ;" that, in order to make 

the item "Periodicals" a little clearer, the 
word "Literary" be prefixed to the wore! "Peri
odicals;" and that the item "Foreign litera
ture," in order not to be misleading, be changed 
to the words " Belle-lettres" or something 
like that. 

THE PRESIDENT suggested that the words 
"Light literature" would be better understood 
by readers of that class of I iterature. 

MR. DEWEY'S motion, with the President's 
suggestion, being put to vote, was adopted. 

On motion, the table as amended was adopted. 

ALPHABETIZING SUPS. 

MR. CurrER then explained to the Conven
tion a newly-adopted system to dispense with 
the wooden blocks formerly used to separate cat
alogue slips alphabetically. He exhibited a zinc 
sheet, the lettering being put on by chemicals, 
which he had found much more useful than the 
wooden blocks. 

FILING OF PAMPHU~TS. 

Some inquiry was made how pamphlets and 
periodicals were best kept in reading-rooms. 

T1rn PRESIDENT stated that the practice now 
was to keep them in pigeon -holes in the read
ing-room, so that everybody who desires can 
have access . This , he said, was found to be 
the best system, and comparatively few num
bers got lost. He had found that formerly a 
man desiring to consult a number of pamph
lets or periodicals would, in almost every in
stance, take the whole batch at once, place 
them on his chair and s it on them, and then 
take them as they were wanted. In this way 
many other persons would be prevented from 
having access to them. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, it was resolved 
that a clause be added to the by-laws, that al! 
committees which had not reported at the 
meeting of the Association should report, as 
soon as practical>le, through the columns of the 
LrnRARY JOURNAL. 

On motion, it was resolved to proceed in a 
body and inspect the collections at the Metro
politan Art Museum this afternoon. 

THE SECRETJ\RY.-As far as I can see, we 
have transacted all the important business 
necessary. I therefore move that we adjourn, 
subject to the call of the Executive Board. 

The Conference accordingly adjourned sine 
die. 
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SOCIAL RECEPTIONS. 

ON the evening of Wednesday the delegates 
to the Conference became the guests of the 
librarians of New York and Brooklyn, and the 
pleasant parlors of the Young Men's Christian 
Association were opened for their entertain
ment. A number of prominent New York gen
tlemen were invited to meet the visiting libra
rians, and the gathering, which was largely at
tended by the members of the Association, 
proved an enjoyable occasion for renewing the 
friendships of the previous year. On the ad
journment to the lecture-room (where the sup
per was served), Rev. Dr. Deems and Rev. H. 
M. Field spoke with appreciation of the learn
ing and industry evinced in library work, and 
of the educational influence librarians were so 
beneficially exerting; Mr. ·winsor showed what 
had already been accomplished by co-operation, 
and what it was further proposed to do ; Mr. 
Poole spoke of the work in Chicago, alluding 
to the library bequest of Mr. Newberry, and 
Mr. Christern and Mr. Sabin made brief re
marks. 

On the following evening an opportunity 
was given by Mr. Christern for those remain
ing in the city to meet at his house to say 
good-by to the delegates to the English Con
ference. Many gathered for a last word with 
those going abroad, and the time was enjoyably 
s,pent in pleasant conversation. 
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