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of city councils during the late business and
financial disturbance; but they have not
suffered more than the public schools, the
streets, the charities, and other objects of
municipal expenditure. Public apprecia-

EUROPEAN

tion of these institutions, based on the
work they are doing, is, after all, the only
sure guaranty that they will be liberally
supported, enlarged, and cherished.

LIBRARIES.

BY PROF. E., C. MITCHELL, CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

T has been my privilege to visit most
of the principal libraries of the old
world; my object in doing so was
chiefly to see what they contain in the
department of Diblical literature and
criticism. At the same time, it was natu-
ral for a practical librarian to take some
notice of the appliances for convenience
and the methods of management, and to
look for hints in regard to the details of
library work.

Though the accumulation of ages and
the wealth of nations have enriched the li-
braries of Europe as collections of books
to an extent which America cannot hope
to see in many generations, and though
much ingenuity has been exercised, and a
great amount of money lavished upon the
appointments of libraries, there has been
no such intelligent concert of active and
thorough systematizing of work in the de-
tails of library administration as has char-
acterized American library service during
the last twenty years.

Bibliographers and librarians of Europe
have little bond of interest, or even of
acquaintanceship. Each works in his
own sphere and develops his method and
improvements out of his own experi-
ence; and though much good work is
done in this way, it is not such work as
intelligent co-operation might have pro-
duced. It was very amusing to me to ob-
serve the utterly crude conceptions pos-
sessed by leading library officials on the
subject of cataloguing. Some of their
answers and opinions were quite equal in

absurdity to anything recorded in the
testimony before the British parliament-
ary commission. Even England, which
comes nearest to America in opportuni-
ties for intelligence, comes far behind us,
as yet, in library work. The British
Museum Library, which is justly the
pride of the nation, and which has the
best Dbuilding and probably the best ar-
rangement of any large library in Europe,
is still dependent upon an old-fashioned
manuscript catalogue with no subject-
index. Having occasion to look up the
history of English grammar for an Amer-
ican scholar, I spent several days in that
library in the effort; but though a most
cheerful and painstaking assistance was
rendered me by the acting librarian, it
proved to be impossible to ascertain from
any existing resource what works upon
English grammar were in the library.
The only means at hand were publishers’
trade lists and bibliographical dictionaries,
which we could consult for authors’ names
and then look for them in the library
catalogue.

Of course there are some new and
smaller libraries in England which are
more easily handled and have been more
thoroughly classified and catalogued.
The public library at Birmingham is one
of these. Its librarian is a gentleman of
culture and enterprise, and he has made
himself familiar with American methods,
and the library is well managed. The
same is said to be true of the libraries of
Liverpool and Manchester, which I have
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ment forbid the carrying out of this part of the
JoUrNAL’s plan.

TuE continuation of Poole’s Index was one
of the most prominent and most interesting
questions before the Conference ; it is now fully
and finally in the hands of the committce, who
are charged with the arrangements both for
the compilation of the work, by co-operative
labor, among the libraries, and for its publica-
tion. English co-operation will also be asked.
If Mr. Poole succeeds, as we all hope, in carry-
ing out his plan on its present scale, he will
leave behind him a monument of which any man
might be proud. A proper and complete sys-
tem of cross-references, it must be emphasized,
is one of the essentials of the work, and this
ieads us to suggest—what might well have been
considered at the Conference—that the prepara-
tion of such a system, as a uniform basis for
future cross-references, is another important
work that may possibly be carried out by co-
operative counsel. Such a system, in consis-
tent entirety, can be based only upon a logical
and minute classification of knowledge, such as
Brunet sct on foot ; some such system of course
exists, in some shape, as the basis of any well-
worked catalogue recognizing subjects, though
only the results remain apparent when the frame-
work is taken away. But the projects of the new
Poole’s Index, the classified (second) volume of
the American Catalogue, and the Library Manual
elaborated in the last issue of the JOURNAL, not
to speak of individual library catalogues in the
future, give opportunity for the preparation and
application of such a skeleton system at an
actual saving to any onc of these related enter-
prises. To make the skeleton complete, and to
solve such questions as under which synonym,
Latin, Anglo-Saxon, or other, actual groupings
should be made, requires a systematized search
through all the leading classed catalogues and
even through the dictionary. Printed in tabular
form, this systematization would save future
cataloguers who might desire to adopt such a
system, a world of trouble, and the leading
divisions agreed upon might also scrve as a
basis for the classification in uniform library
statistics and in publishers’ catalogues, so that
the entire system of book statistics, as far as
may be, would admit of consistent tabulation
and direct comparison.

MucH important new work was placed in the
hands of special committees. The growth of
public libraries makes the question of their

government, now put to the test in Boston,
especially pressing, and what may be called the
missionary Committee must deal most carefully
with this problem. It was generally agreed
that free libraries are vain delusions unless
based on the intelligent desire of the local com-
mnnity, and reflecting its needs and its appre-
ciation, yet that their continuance should not
be endangered by the spasmodic * economy,”
really wasteful, often attacking local politicians.
It was suggested, thercfore, (1) that a mininum
tax should be provided for by incorporation
from the state ; (2) that beyond that minimum,
the tax should be within control of the local
government, reflecting local appreciation of the
library and inspiring its management with a
pressing motive for cultivating the popular
sentiment ; (3) that library government should
otherwise be entirely in the hands of a special
library board, representing the town, but having
clements of permanence. The work of the
Association must therefore be in fostering popu-
lar appreciation of public libraries and promot-
ing permissive legislation which shall avoid the
mistakes of the past. The committec on the
distribution of public documents may perform
a double service to the public in checking the
reckless extravagance in their distribution, and
in causing those issued to be placed where they
will be really useful ; and that on exchange of
duplicates should be able to effect a practical
cconomy for the libraries.

FivaLry, the Association did a good thing in
endeavoring to broaden its usefulness by prac-
tically throwing open its doors to all who are
interested in its work, and it is difficult to fore-
see any sclfish interest that could make it worth
while to abuse this privilege by capturing the
Association. But what was most satisfactory
was the splendid delegation, both in quantity
and quality, which carries our greetings and
our God-speed to England. From the inter-
national amity and co-operative agrcement
which we look to see brought about at the
English Conference,—to whose proceedings we
shall probably give up the November issue of
the JourNAL,—we may fairly hope great things.
Doubtless a great deal may be learned by each
side from the other and a great deal of valuable
work be done co-operatively in common, and
the spirit in which the older librarians of Eng-
land have welcomed their younger brethren
from America is prophetic of everything that
is good,
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THE PROCEEDINGS.

FIRST SESSION.
[TUESDAY MORNING.]

THE first annual meeting of the American
Library Association (the second national Confer-
ence of Librarians) opened at the lecture-room
of the Young Men’s Christian Association of
New York, Tuesday, September 4th, 1877.
The meeting was called to order at 10.30 A.M.
by Mr. Justin Winsor, President of the Associ-
ation, who delivered the President’s address.

(See p. 5-7.)
CONSTITUTION,

Tur PresipENt called attention to the Con-
stitution for the Association submitted by the
Exccutive Board through the LiBRARY JOURNAL
(V. I, p. 253) under which the operations of
the Board had since been carried on. It was
read by the Secretary and unanimously adopted.

COMMITTEES.

By the suggestion of the President, and on
motion of Mr. Poole, the following committees
were appointed:

On Order of Business—Messrs. Poole, Homes,
and Dewey.

On Resolutions—Messrs. Spofford, Brevoort,
and Jackson.

On  Nominating LExecutive Board—Messrs.
Van Name, Peoples, and Pool.

On Representation at English Conference.—
Messrs, Cutter and Greene, and Miss Godfrey.

TREASURER’S REPORT,

The President having called upon the Treas-
urer for his annual report, the Secretary stated
that, by the resolution adopted at Philadelphia,
the Secretary was to perform the duties of both
the Secretary and Treasurer ; that he had found
it impossible to do so, and had requested Mr,
Evans, of Indianapolis, to act as Treasurer.
He said that the expenses of the year had been
almost nothing, but that the members who were
at Philadelphia had not all paid their annual
dues, and that they were some thirty dollars
behindhand. The present number of members
was 69, the number cnrolled at Philadelphia
being 41. Invitations had been sent to all the
libraries in the country to become members of
the Association, and at present they were re-
ceiving quite a number of letters from them,

some containing money.
was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Spofford, it was resolved
that the annual dues for this year be two dollars
for each member.

On motion, the report

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

The Committee on Order of Business pre-
sented its report, embodying a suggestion that
the Wednesday morning session, from 11
o’clock, should be set apart for the discussion
of those subjects in which the advice and co-
opceration of publishers were desired, including
uniform title-entries for cataloguing, a uniform
code of abbreviations, designation of the sizes
of books, the preparation of printed slips for
cataloguing use, and the best binding for libra-
rics. The report was adopted, and the Secretary
was directed to invite publishers to be present
and to take part in the deliberations.

POOLE’S INDEX REPORT.

Mgr. Poolg, Chairman of the Committee on
the continuation of Poole’s Index, then pre-
sented the fifth report of the committee, as
printed in a circular which included also the
rules and directions for indexing and other
matter contained in the previous reports and
printed in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, (V. 1., p. 181,
286, 324, 365), with list of periodicals to be
indexed, and a supplement containing a dupli-
cate list to be checked and returned to Mr.
Poole. Some few additions and modifications
had been made since the publication of the list
in the JoURNAL, under the advice of librarians
who had complied with the committee’s re-
quest for correspondence. The fifth report
was as follows :

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
NEw York, September 4, 1877.

The special committee appointed by the
Conference of American Librarians held at
Philadelphia, October 4-6, 1876, to consider
and report on a plan of co.operation for issuing
a new cdition of Poole’s “ Index to Periodical
Literature,” with the references brought down
to the present year, and incorporated with those
of the edition of 1853—having already reported
in favor of adopting the co-operative plan for
accomplishing a work so much needed, and
having recommended rules and methods for
indexing,—herewith submit lists of periodicals,
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the knowledge of the day for students; ever
useful, if one may judge by the daily experience
of becoming interested in this and that article
of years and a century or more ago, as the case
may be. Now for my plan of a catalogue.

I. Print on one side only, something like
Japanese or Chinese books: that is, on thin
paper, sheets folded, but #oz cut at the top, so
that they will turn over like single leaves. But
if desired, such a catalogue can readily be con-
verted into a card-catalogue, by any one, with-
out waste.

2. Print in ‘‘fat ” (I believe that is the ex-
pression) or heavy type at the beginning of
each title; first the leading word, indexed by
authors, then a dash (—), and then the leading
word of same title, if indexed by subjects.
Then, by buying #we copies of such a book, a
person can make his own subject card-cata-
logue, aswell as a card-catalogue byauthors. Or
he can make e7Zer of them with one copy.

3. Or stereotype the titles set up in the ar-
rangement above described, as fast as they are
set up in type; interchange the two leading
words by cutting them away from the rest ot
the stereotype and cutting them apart, and
make a temporary card-catalogue of these stere-
otype titles, arranged by subjects, until the
book is done. Then gather them together by
pages and print the catalogue &y sudjects thus
formed.

You are aware, I suppose, that stereotype
plates can be cut up and pasted together again,
in this way, without trouble ; it is daily done,
down to single letters.

In this description I have supposed that
author (leading word) came first in setting up
the type, and subject second, merely to have
something definite to describe; of course the
whole arrangement may be reversed. If only
such a catalogue as is described under 1 and
2 were printed each year, libraries could in-
corporate them into their card-catalogues, it
they chose, or make of them a separate card-
catalogue, incorporating the last-come with its
predecessors as fast as it came along. And
such a card-catalogue would be worth travelling
miles to be able to consult.

Respectfully yours,
CLEMENS HERSCHEL.
LIBRARY LEGISLATION.

Mr. Wi F. PooLg, of Chicago, on call of the
chair, then read his paper on *“ State Legislation
in the matter of Libraries.”

(See p. 7-12.)
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Mg. GREEN, of Worcester, then gave his ex-
perience in regard to the administration of the
library which he represented, somewhat as fol-
lows. He stated that the gentleman who founded
the library took great interest in having the
library started on the right basis, and pre-
scribed that the affairs of the library should
be administered by a board of directors. The
directors are chosen two each alternate year,
so that the board is mainly a conservative one.
The city government chooses the directors ; and
the city council makes an annual appropriation
for the library, but the directors have the entire
control of the appropriation after it is made.
They can spend it as they please. There was
a stipulation in the gift to the city, reiterated
in the will of the founder, that the city shall
choose a competent librarian, and that they
shall erect a library building and pay all the
running expenses of the library.

It seemed to him a very wise provision that
the directors should have the entire control
of the expenditures. He thought it well that
the library should always feel the popular
pulse; and the library does that by having the
directors chosen by the city government. Dur-
ing the last year there had been a slight con-
flict between the directors and the city council.
The directors thoroughly believe in the present
management of the library, but one citizen, an
old resident, having a good deal of property,
set himself to work to cut the appropriation
down. He succeeded in getting it down a few
thousand dollars, that was all.

Tur PrRESIDENT.—There is in the city of New-
ton, Mass., a library which for some years was
run as a proprietary library, deriving its income
from the subscription of citizens. Within
a few years that library has been turned over
to the municipality, and it is now run by the
city government. Perhaps Mr. Jackson can
give us some notion of how it works.

Mgr. JAcksoN.—OQOur experience has been a
very short one, and I can only say that the city
government has been very genecrous in the mat-
ter of appropriations.

Dr. Homes.—I think that the history of the
state of New York in the matter of public libra-
ries is certainly creditable to her, as having taken
the lead in district-school libraries, which, al-
though they have failed, must have contributed
largely to the success of the existing libraries
in nearly every town. I think, as there are now
twelve states which have some legislation on
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On motion of Mr. Bowker, it was resolved
that a Committee of five, of which the President
and the author of the paper should be members,
be appointed to consider suggestions, and to
propose rccommendations or legal provisions
in regard to the establishment and management
of public libraries.

THE PRESIDENT accordingly named as the
committce Mr. Winsor, Mr. Poole, Mr. Bow-
ker, Dr. Homes, and Mr. Edmands.

MRgr. ViNroN inquired whether it would not be
well if a commissioner were appointed to repre-
sent state library interests.

THE PRESIDENT thoughtit was not quite feasi-
ble. The appointment by the state government
of a commissioner to represent the interests of
libraries would scarcely be considered with
favor.

MR. SporFrForD thought that it would be the
best way to let the people govern their own af-
fairs ; and that a commissioner could not be
cxpected to go around the whole state to make
suggestions as to what was best to be done with
a library in a particular locality. The best law
for libraries is the local-option law.

THE TELEPHONE,

THE PRESIDENT then stated that in Boston
they had recently connected the branches of
the Boston Public Library with the Central Li-
brary by means of the telephone. He then cx-
plained to the Convention the details of the
telephone; its cost and expenses; how remark-
ably simple it was, and of what great usc it
would be to librarics having branches in differ-
ent parts of the city.

RESOURCES OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES,

Mgrs., Hewins then inquired whether the in-
come derived from the dog-tax was applied to
the support of public libraries in any other
state besides Massachusetts ?

THE PRESIDENT stated that in Massachusetts
generally it was applied to public libraries, but
not in Boston.

Mr. PooLE inquired whether any one knew
if the income derived from police fines was ap-
plied in any state for the support of public
libraries?

Ture PRESIDENT remarked that receipts from
library fines and salc of catalogues are not ap-
plied to the support of the libraries, certainly

not in Boston. Whatever they received in the
shape of income from fines and the sale of cata-
logues goes to the sinking fund.

AUTOMATIC BOOK DELIVERY,

THE PRrESIDENT then ecxplained to the
Conference a device for the automatic delivery
of books which he had planned for use in the
new Harvard building (six stories high). At the
delivery desk there would be a key-board show-
ing the digits to be combined into the various
shelf-numbers.  As the number of the book
wanted was struck by combination, it would
appear by an automatic connection on the
floor where the book was to be found. The
attendant there stationed would take it from
the shelf and place it in a box attached to an
endless belt, whence it was tipped out at the
other end into a cushioned receptable close by
the delivery desk, thus saving time, running,
and expense,

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS.

MR. SpPOFFORD spoke upon special collec-
tions, suggesting how valuable it was to keep
scrap-books on special topics. The topics
could be as varied as human affairs; for
instance, the Presidential Electoral Commis-
sion would be a good subject, and in the state
of New York such a collection of all the
papers and accounts relating to the Cardiff
Giant would be quite interesting ; and if
proper attention was given to this subject,
people in gencral, not merely librarians, might
be interested and a proper allotment of the
subjects might be entrusted to them. He
thought the subject was worthy of considera-
tion, as any librarian could easily try the ex-
periment.

THE PRESIDENT.—It has long been the cus-
tom in the Boston Public Library to have such
scrap-books on peculiar topics. By arrange-
ment with the printers, the play-bills are all
saved, and at the end of a theatrical scason
they are bound and stowed away.

Dr. HoMmes stated that he had a collection of
Centennial histories which were printed during
the year 1876, and also all the accounts which
were in form of newspapers. These he had cut
up into octavo pages, and he thought in that
shape they would stand a better chance of pre-
servation.

FIRES—THE REPAIR OF BOOKS,
Mr. PooLE.—Mr. Edmands, of Philadelphia,
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by a physician’s certificate that there was no
discase in the housc.

Tur PRESIDENT stated that during the time
of the prevalence of the small-pox in Boston,
no onc in the employ of the library had con-
tracted the disease from the handling of the
books coming back.

MgR. LaNxgworTHY stated that he had made in-
quiry of several physicians, who had spoken of
scarlet fever as being an epidemic which might
be diffused in the circulation of books. In
pressing them to specify particular cases, they
had invariably not been able to specify any.
He thought that it was simply a general im-
pression and nothing more; though perhaps
in cases of small-pox there might be danger;
but in other discases he thought there was
hardly any danger at all.

Mr. EpmManps thought that in times when
small-pox was prevalent, there was much less
danger from the diffusion of the discase by the
circulation of the books than from the handling
of so much fractional currency reccived as fines,
and that the assistants who were taking this
money were in great risk of taking the discasc.
However, no person connected with the library
took the diseasc at all while it was prevailing
in Philadelphia.

RESTORATION OF BOOKS.

THE PRESIDENT then stated that in the case
of old and rare books which had become in-
jured by time, missing pages of text or illustra-
tion could be replaced by heliotyping from
duplicate copies of the same edition. He
called upon Mr. Brevoort, of the Astor Li-
brary, to give his expericnce in regard to re-
storing pages torn or otherwisc damaged.

MRr. BREVOORT stated that in the Astor Li-
brary there was very little occasion to restore
old and rare books, because they were very
carefully handled ; but that in his own library
he had had occasion to repair such defective
copies. In order to restore books successfully,
I have found that the books must be sent to
the British Museum. The art is not known in
this country. The process is rather expensive.

The restoration of valuable books has been
carried to great perfection in England and
France. Harris used to make fac-simile leaves
on the same, or necarly the same, paper as the
original, which to cven close observers were
hardly distinguishable. When margins arc de-
fictent, they are made up of old paper fitted into

the damaged cdges and the text is then added
in fac-simile. A class of such copyists work
at the DBritish Museum, but at present they
chicfly work at restoring margins, for whole
leaves or maps are better copied by the helio-
type process on old paper. Sometimes the
very paper of the time and bearing the same
water-mark can be found and thus uscd.

For completing some works, such as De
Bry’s voyages, leaves from a duplicate copy
have to be split by pasting fine muslin on cach
side of them, when, by carcful manipulation,
the thinnest paper, provided it is hand-madc,
can be sceparated into two sheets. Bank of
England notes have been thus split,

When a manuscript or leaf of a printed book
is in fragments, these may be placed between
sheets of gold-beater’s skin. A certain French
lady is very expert at this kind of work. Gold-
beater’s skin is used also for repairing torn
leaves.

Grease and oil spots may be entirely removed,
if they are not of very old date, by placing meer-
schaum, which is a carbonatc of magnesia, or
magnesia only, on both sides of the stain,
backed by paper, and pressing the whole with
a hot iron, leaving it afterwards under a slight
pressure overnight.

Ink-spots, if fresh and composed of gallate
of iron, are casily removed by the use of oxalic
acid in solution, the paper to be well washed
with a sponge and water afterwards. Care
must be taken, as this acid and its salts are
VEry poisonous.

In repairing old or damaged bindings, the
skill of a good binder must be trusted. I can-
not dwell on this now, but advise all large
libraries to consult Bonnardot, “*‘Art de restau-
rer les estampes et les livres” and ‘‘ Répara-
tion des vielles reliures,” both Paris, 1858,
12mo,

MRr. ViNTON said there was a gentleman in
the city from which he came, purely an ama-
teur, who restored a partially damaged copy
of an old history of Necw Jersey which he
prized very much. He went to work by cut-
ting off the margin and mounting the page so
that it should have a new and fresh margin,
making fac-similes in ink from another book, in
casc any portion was lost. In this way he re-
stored the whole title-page, and he has suc-
ceeded in making a beautiful copy for himself,
so that he possesses a true copy of that very
book, which would otherwise have cost him
about $2o0o. But his ingenuity has gone farther
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reference to both the book trade and the libra-
ries. They are alike concerned in such a sys-
tem as that spoken of. The difficulty in regard
to obtaining the co-operation of the book trade
would be, that publishing books is a business
and not philanthropy. Itisdesirable toapproach
publishers chiefly from the commercial side.
They desire to see that there is money in it.
The system which was talked over was very
much the same as that spoken of, bringing out
still more, perhaps, the commercial advantages
that might accrue from such a plan. The pro-
position was, that there should be printed a
little circular, note-page size, if you say so, of
which the upper part should contain the title,
small enough to be pasted on the catalogue card,
of which the entry should be made according to
the rules of this Association ; and that there
should be added, as a second part of the upper
division, a brief summary of the contents, de-
scriptive notes, or something of that kind, A
second part might be used for press notices or
commendations of the book, and the lowest for
titles of other books on the same subject or by
the same author, or for books forthcoming, while
the back of the circular might be utilized by
the publisher for general advertising purposes.
Such a circular would serve not only the pur-
poses of the librarian, but would be of great use
to the book trade. There is a great lack of
knowledge on the part of many booksellers as
to what is inside of the books passing through
their hands. Some take the trouble of inform-
ing themselves of the contents, but most of them
handle books simply as merchandise, of which
they know little more than the cover. Such a
slip would be very useful to retail dealers, and
would promote the intelligent and conse-
quently increasing sale of books. As the top
part of the sheet would be pasted on the cata-
logue card, there could be no objection to the
use of the rest of the face and the back
as spaces for advertising. It was proposed
that this work should be done at a central
bureau, like the office of the LIBRARY JOURNAL
and the Publishers’ Weekly, which would serve
both as to the library work and the book-trade
interest. Itseems to me it would be very desira-
ble to appoint a committee to act, if possible,
in connection with publishers, and to take this
matter into consideration. I therefore move
that a committee of three be appointed, includ-
ing the President, to take action in this matter,
and to ask the co-operation of publishers.

Mgr. F. W. CHRISTERN was then asked to
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state his experience, as a bookseller, as to how
far buyers of books make private catalogues.

MRr. CHRISTERN said that the only persons he
knew of who kept catalogues and were guided
by them were a few gentlemen engaged in
special lines of study and research. He re-
called one instance—that of a well-known pro-
fessor, who kept a very accurate catalogue, but
only of books in his particular line. Gentle-
men engaged in the professions of medicine,law,
theology, or students and writers of history,
sometimes kept up their own catalogues ; but
as for the general buyer, he never knew of one
keeping his own catalogue.

MRr. DEwEY said that the method in vogue in
Italy was illustrated at the Centennial Exhibition
last year,and he thought it would be an exccllent
thing if it could be introduced here. Every
publisher, in sending out a new book, should
have printed slips about the size of a postal-
card, one for each book, and this card should
give all the information possible, in the space,
about the book, besides giving the original title,
the proper catalogue title, and the name and
place of business of the publisher. The brief
description of the book should not be a *‘ puff”
or commendatory notice, but should rather be
an indication of what the author had written
about. It would naturally advertise the book,
and ultimately increase the sale of a large ma-
jority of all the books so issued. The titles
given by the printed slips could be readily
transferred to the bookseller’s catalogue, and
the result would be that, whenever a book was
called for, any boy could easily find the book
and fill the order. The only trouble he could
see was that there was danger that the subject
would not be properly presented to publishers.

The motion for a committee was adopted,
and Messrs. Winsor, Bowker, and Dewey were
designated as the committee.

DUPLICATING PROCESSES.

MR. DEwEY stated that he had a communi-
cation bearing on the subject of printed slips.
J. C. Rowell, Librarian at the California Uni-
versity, writes : ‘I have been thinking of intro-
ducing in our library the type-writing machine,
for usc in cataloguing. The enclosed card is one
which one of our professors took home with him
to see ‘how it would work’ (the professor has a
type-writer, and did the job himself). Perhaps
other librarians have tried this plan. How has
it worked ?”’

THE PRESIDENT stated he had seen some
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On motion, both tables, amended in accord-
ance with Mr. Edmands’ suggestion, were
adopted.

The Circulation table was, on motion, adopt-

" ed as recommended by the committee.

Mr. EpyManps made a suggestion that the first
item in the Accessions account, *‘ Number of
volumes in the library as last reported,” be
transposed to the bottom, which suggestion
was, on motion, adopted.

It was pointed out that the item ‘‘ Number
of volumes received since last report” referred
to the samc thing as the item ‘“ Number of
missing volumes restored since last report.” (?)

On motion, the item *“‘ Number of volumes
reccived since last report” was stricken out.

On motion, the Accessions table as amended
was then adopted.

Mgr. GREEN thought it might be well to know,
also, how many persons daily used the library,
as well as the number of books uscd.

Tur PresipENT cxplained that in Boston
each person using the reading-room called for
the magazine, ctc., by a slip on which was also
written his name, The slips bearing different
names were counted, and the number of per-
sons who used the reading-room is cquivalent
to the number of different names appearing on
the slips.

Mr. GREEN thought several persons might
have the same name, and the result would not
be accurate.

THE PRESIDENT
very scldom.

said that this happened

Tie SECRETARY then read the Growth, Size,
and Use table. He suggested that the item
‘* Essays, poetry, drama, etc.,” be scparated.

Mgr. EnMANDS inquired if, in the item of
““ Foreign literature,” books were distributed
according to the subject-mmatter, without refer-
ence to the languages in which they are writ-
ten.

Tue PreSIDENT stated that the practice at the
Boston Public Library was that books on sci-
entific subjects are classed together, irrespee-
tive ot language, and books of a historical na-
ture are put in sections devoted to the respec-
tive languages.

Mg. Drwry.—I move that the word *‘ Classi-
fication” be prefixed to the words ‘ Growth,
size, etc.;”’ that ‘‘ Poetry and drama” be sepa-
rated from * Essays;” that, in order to make

the item ‘ Periodicals” a little clearer, the
word *‘ Literary” be prefixed to the word *“ Peri-
odicals ;” and that the item ‘‘Forcign litera-
turc,” in order not to be misleading, be changed
to the words “ Belle-lettres” or something
like that.

Tue PRESIDENT suggested that the words
‘ Light literature” would be better understood
by readers of that class of litcrature.

MRr. DEWEY’S motion, with the President’s
suggcestion, being put to vote, was adopted.
On miotion, the table as amended was adopted.

ALPHABETIZING SLIPS.

Mz, Currter then explained to the Conven-
tion a newly-adopted system to dispensc with
the wooden blocks formerly used to scparate cat-
alogue slips alphabetically. He exhibited a zinc
sheet, the lettering being put on by chemicals,
which he had found much more useful than the
wooden blocks.

FILING OF PAMPHLETS,

Some inquiry was madc how pamphlets and
periodicals were best kept in reading-rooms.

Tur PresIDENT stated that the practice now
was to keep them in pigeon-holes in the read-
ing-room, so that cverybody who desires can
have access.  This, he said, was found to be
the best system, and comparatively few num-
bers got lost. e had found that formerly a
man desiring to consult a number of pamph-
lets or periodicals would, in almost cvery in-
stance, take the whole batch at once, place
them on his chair and sit on them, and then
take them as they were wanted.,  In this way
many other persons would be prevented from
having access to them.

On motion of Mr, Dewey, it was resolved
that a clausc be added to the by-laws, that all
committecs which had not reported at the
meceting of the Association should report, as
soon as practicable, through the columns of the
LIBRARY JOURNAL,

On motion, it was resolved to proceced in a
body and inspect the collections at the Metro-
politan Art Muscum this afternoon.

TuE SECRETARY.—As far as I can see, we
transacted all the important business
necessary. I therefore move that we adjourn,
subject to the call of the Exccutive Board.

The Conference accordingly adjourned sine
die.

have












