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President Carter sent a revised and balanced version of his FY 1981 budget to 
Congress March 31. It contains no changes in the major federal library grant pro
grams -- a remarkable achievement considering that the revised budget does include 
$648 million in cuts in other education programs for FY 1981, and $430 million in 
proposed recisions or withholding of FY 1980 education funds. The administration 
recommendations for major library programs are thus the same as in the budget sub
mitted in January, as shown below: 

FY 1979 FY 1980 Carter 
Appro~riation Appropriation FY '81 Budget 

Elementary & Secondary Educ. Act 
Title IV-B, School libraries $180,000,000* $171,000,000* $171,000,000* 

Higher Education Act 
Title II-A, College libraries 9,975,000 4,988,000 4,988,000 

II-B, Training 2,000,000 667,000 500,000 
II-B, Demonstrations 1,000,000 333,000 500,000 
II-C, Research libraries 6,000,000 6,000,000 7,000,000 

Library Services & Construction Act 
Title I, Library Services 62,500,000 62,500,000 62,500,000 

III, Interlibrary Coop. 5,000,000 5,000,000 12,000,000 

*Advance funded program. The '79 funding of $180 million includes guidance and 
counseling, now funded separately under ESEA IV-D. 

However, the revised budget does include an $8,000 cut for the National Com
mission on Libraries and Information Science. NCLIS, which received $668,000 in 
FY 1980, had a January budget request of $699,000 for FY 1981, now revised to 
$691,000. 

ACTION NEEDED: The fact that libraries generally fared well in the President's 
budget revision is due in no small part to the momentum generated by the White House 
Conference on Library and Information Services. It is important to keep this 
momentum going with Congress through the budget and appropriations process this 
year. The Budget Committees seem in a mood to recommend more cuts than President 
Carter has done. The congressional budget resolutions provide direction, not man
dates, to the Appropriations Committees, but will certainly affect the deliberations 
on specific programs. 



- 2 -

The House and Senate Labor-HEW Appropriations Subcommittees will meet shortly 
after the Easter recess to make recommendations for FY 1981 funding for library and 
related education programs. Contact your own legislators while they are home during 
the April 4-14 recess and let them know these programs are important to you. If 
your members are not on these key subcommittees (see March 5 newsletter for lists), 
ask them to pass along the message to their colleagues who are. It is not at all 
certain (without considerable constituent pressure) that Congress will go along with 
the increases requested for interlibrary cooperation or research libraries. Also 
critical are programs such as college libraries and library training and demonstra
tions where the funding has dropped from the FY 1979 level. NCLIS funding should be 
increased, not cut, to enable it to move forward with WHCLIS implementation. 

Department of Education 

At a series of briefings March 31 and April 2, Department of Education offi
cials unveiled many of the organizational details of the new department. Secretary 
Shirley Hufstedler has created an Office of Libraries and Learning Technologies 
under the Assistant Secretary for Educational Research and Improvement. The new 
library unit would include major library programs plus education technology pro
grams. Transition Coordinator Paul Royston said that most but not necessarily all 
of the offices under assistant secretaries would be headed by a deputy assistant 
secretary. 

The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Educational Research and Improvement 
(OERI) has an FY 1980 budget of $504 million, of which the major ESEA, HEA and LSCA 
library programs comprise $250 million. OERI is one of seven assistant secretaries 
for program areas. Besides the Office of Libraries and Learning Technologies, the 
other organizational boxes under OERI include the National Institute of Education 
(to include the National Center for Education Statistics), the Office of Dissemina
tion and Professional Improvement, the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary 
Education, the Office of School Improvement (to include basic skills programs), and 
the Institute of Museum Services. 

It is known that the placement of libraries within the new department was diffi
cult and caused considerable controversy, which has not yet simmered down. At one 
point, fragmentation of the library programs seemed imminent, and pressure from the 
education community for one or another piece of the library pie may continue. 
Although the Secretary did not follow the WHCLIS recommendation for an Assistant 
Secretary for Library and Information Services, her decision would seem to be an im
provement in the status of library programs. Further details will bear watching, 
but the placement does set up useful linkages between libraries and other education 
improvement and education technology programs. 

May 7 is the day on which the new Department of Education will be officially 
activated. Students, teachers, parents, representatives of education associations, 
and members of Congress will be invited to a White House ceremony opening "Salute to 
Learning Day." Organizations, school systems, libraries, etc., are invited to join 
in the day-long ceremonies and exhibits, either in Washington, D.C. or around the 
country. Contact: E-Day Office, Dept. of Education, Rm, 3044, 400 Maryland Ave., 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202 (202/755-2984). 

EDGAR 

The final Education Division General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), which 
have been in the works for almost a year, will be published in the April 3 Federal 
Register, to take effect May 4. These regs apply to direct grant and state-admin
istered programs administered by the Education Division o'f HEW (soon to be the Dept. 
of Education). Request reprints from U.S. Office of Education, Rm. 4129, 400 Mary
land Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202 (202/245-7091). 
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Title 44 Revision 

The report to accompany HR 5424, the National Publications Act of 1980, was 
filed on March 19 (H. Rept. 96-836, Pt. 1). The section-by-section analysis in
cluded in the report goes along way toward explaining the intent and rationale of 
each of the bill's provisions. As amended, HR 5424 contains many provisions which 
would benefit libraries. Chief among these are: 1) Improving bibliographic control 
over federal publications, 2) Creation of a comprehensive collection of government 
publications, 3) Authorization of support services for depository libraries from 
the National Publications Office, 4) Making audiovisual materials and machine read
able data files available to depositories, and 5) Extension of the 25 percent 
dealer discount to nonprofit libraries open to the public. 

Two significant problems remain, however. First, the establishment of criteria 
to be used for determining which federal publications are of an administrative 
nature and not, therefore, to be included in the depository program, would be left 
to regulations promulgated by the National Publications Commission. Also, the con
tinued existence of the present system of regional depositories would be left to 
Commission action. More threatening than the current provisions of the bill are 
the suggested changes proposed by the House Government Operations Committee, which 
has jurisdiction over the bill until June 19 (see March 26 newsletter). Among the 
suggested amendments most threatening to libraries are proposals to eliminate the 
positive steps taken by the House Administration Committee as part of points 2, 
3, and 4 above. 

Librarians wishing to express concern about the impact of the possible amend
ments to HR 5424 should direct their comments to members of the Subcommittee on 
Legislation and National Security, chaired by Rep. Jack Brooks (D-TX), who is also 
chair of the full Government Operations Committee. The Subcommittee may hold hear
ings on the bill in mid-May. 

Youth Act 

The administration's proposed Youth Act of 1980 was introduced March 5 in the 
·House (HR 6711) by Rep. Carl Perkins (D-KY), Chairman of the House Education and 
Labor Committee, and in the Senate (S. 2385) by Sen. Harrison Williams (D-NJ), Chair
man of the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee. The measure has a two
pronged approach to the problem of youth unemployment. The title I job training pro
visions would be administered by the Labor Department, and the title II education 
portion by the Education Department. The education portion would provide $900 mil
lion to improve the basic skills of disadvantaged secondary school youth. Both 
House and Senate have held hearings on the proposal. 

Federal Register Items 

Energy Conservation Grants for schools, local government buildings. 2nd pro
gram cycle for preliminary energy audits and energy audits begins April 1 and ends 
May 30. $12 million available. State allocations listed. 2nd cycle for technical 
assistance and energy conservation grants to begin June 2 and end August 29. 
March 5 FR, p. 14247. 

National Institute of Education. Application deadline May 13 for Research 
Grants on Knowledge Use and School Improvement. For program announcement send self
addressed mailing label to: Research & Educational Practice (Rep) Program on Dis
semination of Practice, STOP 24, NIE, Washington, D.C. 20208 (202/254-6050). 
March 17 FR, p. 17073. 


