
THE CORONET • 200 C STREET. S.E. • WASHINGTON 3. D. C. 

Volume 13 January 24, 1961 

All or any part of the Washington Newsletter 
may be reprinted for distribution 

LIBRARY SERV,ICES ACT "' BUDGET REQUEST FOR FISCAL 1962 IS $7 2 500, 000 

Number 1 

For the first time since the Library Services Act was passed in 1956 
the President's Budget message to the Congress requests the full amount 
authorized by the law. Funds are requested for Fiscal 1962 (July 1, 1961• 
June 30, 1962) to continue grants at $7,500,0QO, the maximum level authorized. 
This will be the first appropriation under the extension of the Library 
Services Act (Public Law 86-679). 

A supplemental appropriation of $1,369,000 has also been requested 
to provide the balance of requirements under the authorized allotment of 
$7,500,000 for Fiscal 1960 (July 1, 1959-June 30, 1960). This supplemental 
request stems from Congressional action on the Appropriations Act for Fiscal 
1960 when allotments to the States were authorized at $7,500,000 but only 
$6,131,000 was actually appropriated. Unless this Supplemental bill is 
passed promptly available funds will run out and there will not be sufficient 
money to pay all of the States their full authcrized allocation. 

Under the provisions of P.L. 86-679, funds during this next five-year 
period will be appropriated and allocated for expenditure for the specific 
fiscal year only and will not be available for the succeeding fiscal year. 
It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that all States expend all of the 
funds to which they are entitled during the fiscal period for which the 
~oney is allotted. 

Hearings on the appropriations for the various Departments will first 
be held in the House. The House Committees have not been appointed to date 
because of the battle over the membership of the Rules Committee. It is 
understood that an agreement has been reached, however, and that the House 
will act on the matter this week. An announcement of Committee assignments 
should follow shortly. 

In writing to your Congressmen in the meantime it is important to 
stress the need for the full appropriation, in order to carry on your State 
plans under the Library Services Act. States having balances also need to 
let their Representatives know of their plans for expending these funds, as 
well as the appropriations for Fiscal 1962. The importance of making available 
all fund.p authori.z.ed under the Library Services Act should be stressed. 
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NEW BILLS IN THE 87th CONGRESS 

SURPLUS PROPERTY 

Two bills which will make possible the donation of surplus Federal 
personal property to public libraries were introduced early in this First 
Session. . Representative Frank Smith (D., Miss.) introduced H.R.2309 "to 
provide for the donation of surplus property to public libraries which are 
tax supported in whole or in part." He also introduced H.R.2318 "to amend 
the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 so as to 
permit donations of surplus property to certain educational institutions." 

In the last Congress the Senate passed a bill which included the 
wording "other educational institutions" with the understanding that this 
would enable the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to extend the 
surplus property donations to public libraries. When the House Donable 
Property Subcommittee considered the bill, however, they reported out the 
version using the language "to public libraries which are tax supported in 
whole or in part," indicating that this change was made at the request of 
the Government departments involved. With the introduction of two bills, 
Representative Smith is giving the Committee the opportunity to choose which 
version they prefer - either should accomplish the intent of the legislation • 

.!.NTERSTATE COMPACTS 

Legislation to spur interstate cooperation in the development of 
library services was introduced in the Senate on January 17 by Senator Norris 
Cotton (R.,N.H.), Senator Robert S. Kerr (D.,Okla.), and Senator A. S. Mike 
Monroney (D.,Okla.). The bill, S.464, would grant the consent of Congress to 
interstate agreements for the purpose of developing library facilities & services. 

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION 

During this 1961 Session it seems likely that three bills in relation to 
education will be given major consideration. First priority with the new 
Administration will likely be a general ele1!!.entary and secondary school aid 
bill. The new bill will probably be based on the two separate bills which 
passed the Senate and House last year but were never finally acted on because 
the House Rules Committee blocked a conference on the bills. 

An extension of the National Defense Education Act for 5 years is also 
apt to receive consideration, depending largely on what type of general educa• 
tion bill is passed. Various amendments are being considered, including a 
possible expansion of the present Title III or a new title which will make 
additional Federal funds available to school libraries. 

A higher education facilities bill may also be given consideration. 
Such a bill may provide funds for Federal loans and matching grants to insti• 
tutions of higher education for the construction of all types of academic 
facilities including libraries. There is also a possibility that the proposal 
developed by ACRL to help meet the urf_ent problems of college libraries caused 
by rising costs and surging enrollments may be incorporated in one of the educa
tlional :,#e'a4uras. This legislation would provide up to $10,000,000 in matching 
Federal grants to college and university libraries for the acquisition of 
books and other library materials. 

Until the Connnissioner of Education is appointed, however, and the new 
Secretary of HEW develops his program specific legislative recommendations 
from the new Administration will not be available. 

* * * * * 


