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Paul Howard, Director of the A. L.A . 1fiashington Office, is now on terminal 
l eave, having accepte<l the newly- created post of Librarian , U. S. Department 
of Interior. He w2.ll begin his new duties on August l, 191+9 . 

The best wishes of the A. L. A. staff and members go with !'Ir . Howard. All 
who watched hi:n work and realized his achievements against formidable odds 
will know what losing him means to the American Library Association. 

In recommending a 1.\fashington Office appropriation of $7,000 from the 
1949/50 A.L.A. general buc.get to replace the $21,000 awdlable annually here­
tofore from the Library Development F1md, the Budget Committee was fully aware 
of the inevitability and ma,CT,ni tude of this loss and acted with deep regret. 
It also took every step vJi thin its power to insure the continuance of at least 
the most urgent projects on which Mr. Howard had been engaged. Redoubled ef­
fort to this end is the tribute which the A. LvA . staff anc1 members can pay 
Mr. Howa:::-d for his years of valued service . 

'.1e extend to Paul Howard our thanks and wish him luck in his new positi on. 
J.M.C. 

INTERIM DIRECTION OF THE ·aASHJJJGTON OFFI..QE 

For the next two months, until perl'!'lanent arrangements can be made for 
carrying on the national and international relations work of A. L. A. , the ;.'Tash­
ington Office will be directly under the supervision of the A.L.A . Executive 
Secretary . 

Mr. Cory is in tfashington briefly this week for confe1~ences with congress­
men on the Library Demonstration Bil:1-. He will spend as much time in Washington 
during August and September as is necessary to keep A. L.A . 's legislative inter­
ests actj vely before the Congress . In ac:.di t.ion, Hiss Helen Ridgrmy, A. L.A . 1 s 
Chief Public Library Specialist, has cut her vacation short to be in Nashington 
for the next tuo weeks to nork 0::1 tl-1e Library Demonstration Bill . 

In the meantime, the A. L.A . Executive Board, Federal Relations Committee , 
and International Relations Board ars studying fiscal proposals for the con­
tinued operation of the 1'lashington Office on a part-time basis vJi th continuing 
supplementary help from A.L. A. Headquarters in Chicago. 



ALA WASHINGTON NEViSLETTER 
Vol. 1, No. 11 

ALA WASHINGTON NEWSIETTER 

July 28, 1949 

As announced on July 15, 1949 (Vol . 1, No. 10) the ALA WASHINGTON NEVlS­
IETTER cannot be continued on the present basis after January 1, 1950, and no 
new subscriptions are being accepted. This decision is based on the need to 
concentrate the limited resources of the proposed A. L.A . rianhington Represent­
ative on the Library Demonstration Bill with a resultant reduction in scope of 
A.L.A. news from Hashington. 

The NEVJSLETTER will probably continue to appear as 0ccasion warrants, but 
will be distributed free to a limited mailing list . National and international 
relations nevrs coverage of the A.L. A. BULLETIN ·will be somewhat expanded to 
provide maximum distribution of news on t:bese topics to all A.L.A. members . 

1.m.RARY DEMONSTRATION BIIL 

The three Senate sponsors of S. 130 (Senators Hill, Aiken, and Douglas) 
and the two House sponsors of H. R. 87/s and H.R. 1411 (Representatives Madden 
and Patman respectively) have been advised of A.L.A.'s continued interest in 
early enactment of those bills. They have promised their cooperation in the 
Association's efforts to secure a vote on the Sem.te bill and a committee hear­
ing on the House bills before Congress adjourns for this session. 

Because of the pressure of major legislation no assurances of success can 
be made, but there will be no relaxation of A.L.A.'s efforts in this important 
field. (For additional information see page 3.) 

LABOR EXTENSION SERVICE BILL 

Hearings on H.R. 1380, the Labor Extension Service Bill, are being held 
this week before a subcommittee of the Education and Labor Committee (Rep. 
Kelley of Penna., presiding). 

This bill provides funds to educational institut ions for encouragement of 
workers' education programs , Libraries interested in extension of workers' 
education may be eligible to rc':ceiv,e funds. 

A resolution in favor of this measure was adopted by the A.L.A. Council 
at tho 1949 Midwinter Conference . Faul Houard has submitted a statement for 
the Association to be included in th:':l record of hearings on S. 1380. 

STATE LIBRJ~RY NEVlS 

Mr. Paxton P. Price, formerly librarian of Northwest State Teachers College, 
Maryville, Missouri, has been named State Librarian of Missouri, effective Aug­
ust 1 . 
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~'-Jalter s. BotE1ford, Director, Bureau of GovernmGnt, University of 
'Jisconsin Extoncion Division, has just b0cn named Secretary of tho ,.Tisconsin 
Free Library Commission. Mr . Botsford v1ill replace Mr. Clarence B. Lester, 
who retires September 1 after '26 y~,ars of distinguished service as Secre tary. 

M:i.ss CJ&l:st_l3...e......Johnson resigned on June J. as Executlve Secretary of the 
Nebraska State Pnblic Librn.ry Com:nission. 

A rotmdup of State library legi.sl.ation and other library extension news 
will appee.r in the September issue of the A.L.A. BULLETIN. 

DE!.10NSTRATION STANDARDS AND l::1&11NING 

There ii:; enclosed an outline of publit:! library demonstration standards and 
planning. The mate rial 1.·1ill form tho ba.sfo f or discussion of standards and 
planning at the A.L.A. R.8gional Conforoncos. Comments and sun;r;es tions on the 
outlines Fill bo inc orpo;.~a t ocl into a finnl printed leafle t. 

An outEno on traj_ning for library dernonwtration personnel nill be in­
cluded in a futv.rc isn ue of the AY.A ·.7ASHiHGT01~ ]\[~·.-rs LETTER. 

ADDITIONAL NE':IS Oi'J LIBRARY DEMONs'.£.RATIQJ:i ... BILL 

Congressman Lesinski. (D. P.lich .) Chair111an of tho House Committee on Educa­
tion and Labor predicts the adjournment of Congr efls by Ai.;gust 12 and states 
definitely that no hearing can be held on thG Library Dc,monstration Bill until 
next ,January at the ear lj_es t. 

V:e nerc advis ed that because of lack of time for dcb1.tc the desired Senate 
vote on s. 130 can be accomplished at this sessi,:in only from the cons8nt cal­
endar, Vlhich is unlikely .-- J.f!I.C, Ju.ly 27, 19~-9. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELJ1.TIONS 

,!:ROPOSED BILLS HOUID PROVIDE CO!lIBJBU.'.l'ION TO C,\f~..]OOK PR~! 

I.egislat:i.011 to provide a contribution to the c; ... RE Boolr Program, developed 
to replace scientific , tochnical, '.lnd professional books lost during tho vmr 
years in Europe and Asia, h1.s been proposod by Senntor John J. Sparkman (D . Ala.) 
and Representative '.falter H. Judd (D. f.linn . ) 

The contribution i.-rou]_d be in nn nmo1mt equal to a fund created during the 
war out of v1ages earnr.:id by conscientious objectors working on farms and in 
hospitals . Under thG Seloctive Service Systr;m 0mployDrs to rrhom conscientious 
objectors ·.-,ere nssigned for rror}~ rvere required to pay r ,=;gular vmgcs, but the 
payments ·· .w0re kept in a sriecial deposit in the Treasury until the end of 
hostilities . 

On March 7, 1947, thi:::: amow1ts in the fund, totaling 0~1, 245,018, vmre cov­
ered into the Treasury as misc0llaneous recciyJts. In connection r.ri th previous 
legislo.tive efforts to approprinto the fnrd for r oJ.ief pur::ioses, the Treasury 
Denartment has indico.ted tk1t it hn.d no obj0ction. 

The National SE.:rvice noard for Ruli2:ious Objectors, after examination of 
the CARE Book Program, rnquc:stcd the us 2 of tii.is fund for replacement of vmr­
destroyed books as provided in the proposed logis1at:Lon, S. 1998 and H.H . 5186 . 

FOREIGN LIBRJ...RIANtS· REPORT . ·=~=---a=,---
'I'he second in our se~:tes of reports from foreign lil:'Jrarians who have 

recently concluded visits to United States libraries is that of Miss Kathleen 
!VIcCaul, National Library Service, '.'ieJJ.ington, New Zealand. M:i.ss ticCaul 1s visit 
waG financed. by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

Excerpts from her roport: 

11 1 arrived in San Francisco on January 25, 1948, and spent two we0ks 
travelli'1g east to Cleveland, visiting libraries and universities in Berkeley , 
Lo:.1 Angeles, and Chicaio. 

"The three aspects of library work in which I was most interested were : 
(1) ,·Ihn.t courses were offered by library schools :i.n school library administra­
tion and work with young people; (2) what servfoe was given to young people in 
public libraries, and how it was organized; and (3) what method of organization 
and admin:i_stration was adopted in high school libraries. 

"The four months from February 9 to June 5 ,,rere spent in Cleveland) where 
in add:~ tion to attending certain com1 ses at the School of Library Science, 
t'Testern RE,servo University, I was given every opportunity of engaging in prac­
tical ,'rork, visiting librariE:S of varying types and talking with librarians and 
administrators. 

- 4 -



ALA rJASIENG'l'ON .t-IKiSLETTBR 
Vol_. 1, No. 11 July 28, 1949 

"Tne value of these four months in Cleveland ,vas considerably enhanced by 
the helpful suggestions and active interest of the staff of the Library School 
and the Cleveland Public Library. 

"The ten days of spring vacation were spent in visits to Detroit, Ann Arbor 
Indianapolis and Bloomington. At the Detroit P11blic Library I investigated 
particularly what was done in tho w2,y of ::iervice to teenagers and Luss Dorotha 
Dawson, Supervisor of School Libraries in the Board of Educa tior1 organised 
vis.L ts to t v; o elen1enta:ry school'l and one high school library. 

"The r eason for including India.na on my · itinerary vms primarily that this 
State with the number of r ural a nd consoUda ted schools and its predominantly 
a gricultura l interests and rural popula.tion 3ee:-:ied to offe r the nea.rest parallel 
to our sitnation in New Zealand. As a contro.st to tho large city schools that 
I had already seen I \7anted to soe service given on a smaller scale, nhere 
budgets, staff, and accommod:1tion might not be so rmll provided for. And the 
service instituted recently by the Sta te Department of Education, Libraries 
Division, s eemed to a pproximate more closely whc. t th·.:, National Library Service 
mig:1t evolvo in New Zealand. 

"'."Jith Miss Burrin, Supervisor of ScJ.-iool Libraries in the State Department 
of gduc2,tion in Indianapolis I visited a nlL-nber of schools selectod according 
to the number of tb0 ci t ude nt body, in which the secondary departments ranged 
from one hundred to six hundred approximately. To ge t some kind of repres e nta­
tive picture it '.ras decided to s e e the good and the bad -- those •.7i th full-time 
libr a rians, some 0 ri t h t eache1·-li brarians, some •7i th generous allocation of time 
to the library, some with little o::> none pr ovided. The problems of librarians 
in thes e schools might ,re ll be simi~.ar to t l1ose '.7h ich New Zoo.land school librar­
ians vrould have to f a ce and the consolidated school rd th a teacher-libr:1rian 
giving service to Grades 1-12 res ombled very closely our district high schools 
uith classes covering a similar range of ag·)s e:.nd attainment. 

"The l a tte r part of the Indiana trip coincided with the second annual 
Conference of t he Indi_e.na School Llbrc1.rians Association held nt the State Univ­
ersity, Bloominr.:ton. I greatly appreciated the, invitation extended to r1e to 
attend this 3.S the gues t of the Association and found it a most stimulating 
experie nce. It rr'ls particularly va luable to l nr1rn and to hear discussed the 
individual problE'llS and other aspe cts of library ~rnrk. It is this kind of 
me e ting on not too l a r ge a scale that I f e lt to .be the most hol pful and stim­
ul::l.ting for pe ople concerned 1:d.th t be practical proble ms of every day routine 
as vrell aa for those })la nni:1g at '111 adminis trativ,:) level. 11 

The New Ze e.land libro.rian also attenderl. tlte Preconference Institute on 1.fork 
with Childre n 0.nd Younc People o. t t he A. L.A. Confe rence in Atlantic City. She 
says the Institute "provided cm excellent programme illustrating c.11 the vary­
ing aspects of 1,7ork in t his fiold. For a visitor it rms an unusua l opportunity 
of ge ttinc some kind of comprehensive picture of service on a nationa l scale, 
for spocia li1Jts and authorities from widely separated areas pres e nted brief 
pictures of developments o.nd activity in thoir orm pa rticular s ph0res. The 
ensuing discussion of immediate problems and suggestions for future development 
or lines of policy uhich ·.7ould indicate tha t extension of service is not an easy 
ma ttor nor one in i:rhich r)rott,ress is quickly achieved." 
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Following the Atlantic City Conference, Miss Mccaul visited libraries 
in v"Jashington, D. c . and New York, and attended a two weeks' workshop in 
AJ.bany which had been organized by Ubrarians intercs ted :i.n worl<: with young 
people ::i.nd attended by librarians from New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
and Massachusetts . 

In concluding her report, Miss Mc Caul states: " ••• the experiences most 
valua1:le to me were the practice work combinr~d with the study and participation 
in a conferen~e and workshop where meeting with fellow librarians was more than 
a mere passing acquaintance . " 

E~fillIT._OF Jfil.IONAL COMMITTEE FOR_QHII:§. 

More than 50,000 books, .journals, reprints and pamphlets have been col­
lected through the National Committee for Chile (Vol. 1, No. 5) to replace the 
University of Chile Medical School Library wLich was destroyed by fire last 
December . 

The move to collect books for the Medical School Library wns begun six 
months ago, the State Department leading the effort. To date contributions 
have been received from 127 donors j_n every part of the United States, among 
them medical librarien, associations, publishers of medical books and journals, 
and indivictuaJ. physicians. 

The largest sinp,le gift is the basic collection of 30,000 volumes given by 
the I-Jew York Academy of Medicine L:tbrary . These volumes were sent to Santiago 
on the A/A "Santa Margarita" on June lCl, 191 .. 9. Claude Bowers, United States 
Ambqssador to Chile, will preside at riresentation ceremonies. 

About 1,000 textbooks have beGn received, most of them from discontinued 
Veterans Administration units. The Library of Congress is sendine cards for 
these titles. 

The State Department Vvill also contribute 750 volumes of medical textbooks. 

The NationaJ. Office of Vita.l Statistics has given over 500 current pamphlet. 

To assist :i.n collecting books for the library, the Medical Library Associa• 
ti on sent out a want list of journals to its 3 50 members • A number of re plies 
have already been received. 

Persons wishing to give books or other materials for rebuilding the Univ­
ersity of Chile liledicaJ. School Library are asked to contact Mrs. Elizabeth 
Aboline, Exe cu ti ve Secretary, Na tion11l Cor.-1mi ttee for Chile, Room 324, Library 
of Congress, ~ashington 25, D. C. 
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