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NATtCNAl l~ELATJONS 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP 

Postal Rates: Hearings before the Senate Post Ofi'lce and Civil Service Committee 
on legislation to increase postal rates have been concluded. Hearings before the 
House Post Office and Civil Service Committee are schednled through May 18. 

Paul Howard, Director, ALA Washington Office, appeared before the House Com­
mittee on May 4 to present implications of the legislation for libraries and 
library patrons. (See Vol. 1, No. 4) 

The A.L.A. is joining with the National Postal Committee for Books in asking 
that books be made second-class matter to receive the same rate as reading material 
in magazines • 

So~l Security: Hearings on H .R. 2E'-92 and 21?.9.3 were concluded on April 27. The 
Ways and Means Committee began meeting in executive session this week. It probably 
will be several weeks before a bill is reported out. 

Library Demonstration Bill: ,Ve are continnin~ to gain support for the bill. No 
action has been taken by the House Educ3.tion and Labor Committee because, as we 
reported in the last NEWSLETTER, that group has been w~rking on the labor legisla­
tion. 

The labor bill which was voted on in the House this week has been recommitted 
to the House Committee, which may further delay com1ideration of the Library Demon­
stration Bill. 

S. 130 has come up on the Senate calendar two times and has been passed over 
both times. We have enough support to pass the bill if it is brought up for a vote 
in the Senate, but so long as it is on the consent calendar it can be passed over 
on the objaction of one person. 

Here is wh!3.t we should do now: Vlri te to Senate Ma,i ori ty Leader Scott W. Lucas 
and ask him to schedule S. 130 for a vote. Letters should express the belief that 
the bill is noncontroversial an.d that a large majority of Senators will vote for it. 

:£ariff Act Amendment: s. 539, which proposes that the value of certain merchandise, 
including books, r,hich may be imported without being declared, be increased from 
the present $100 to $250, is still pending before the Senate Finance Committee. No 
action can be taken until a bill on the subj,c:ct is presented in the House. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Representative Carl Albert (D-Okla,) has asked the Library of Congress to 
assist the House Administration Committee :in drafting basic legislation to clarify 
the status of the Library of Congress. The bill will carry out the intent of the 
resolution prepared by r epresentatives of national library associations and of 
A.L.A . Divisions and the Library of Congress Planning Committee. 

For details of the resolution, see Federal Relations News, Vol . 4, No . 3, 
October 18, 1948 . 

* * * * * * * * * 
STATE COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

Reports from state f ederal r elations committees indicate increasing federal 
relations activities, with emphasis on the current postal rate l egislation. Copies 
of letters to Congressmen v,hich have bee n sent to the "fashington Office are evi­
dence that librarians all over the country have made thoughtful and sincere state­
ments · r ogarding the library implications of the proposed postal rate increases . 

Miss Gertrude J ames , President and Coordinating Chairman of the, Arizona Li­
brary Association, r eports tha t the Governor has si~ned a bill providing for a 
statewide libr!1ry extension agency within the Department of Library anrl Archives . 
The bill gives the State o.f Arizona legal authority to begin stntswide library 
extension ~nd to accept an;r f eder al f unds whi ch might be forthcoming when the 
Library Demonstration Bil l i s passed. 

rre urgo members of all state committees to continue to send in reports of 
activitie~. 

* * * * * * * * * 
§~TE CONVENTIONS 1 GFWC 

The 1ffo.shington Office has been working with the Library Divisj_on of the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs in connection with library programs for state 
federation conventions. Distribution materi'.1ls havt1 been s ent to state library 
chairmen for us e of state mee tings this Spring. 

State federal r elations committees anc'l 1:i.brarians should continue to . cooper­
ate with thes e groups on the sfa.t e and local l evel. If you would like to have 
additional information r egarding this part of our program, or the name of the 
GFVIC 1i brary chairman in your stat e , wri t a to the ''Jas hington Office or to Mrs. 
Karl Bishopric, Chairman, Library Division, General F,3deration of "lome:1 1s Clubs, 
Spray, N. C. 

* * * * * * * * * 
CIVIL SERVICE EXAM FQR LIBRARIANS 

The U.S. Civil Service Commission has announced a librarian exanination for 
filling positions in 1Ilashington D. C. and vicinity at Grade P-1 ('.$297 4 a year). 
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A written test is required. In addition, competitors must (a) have completed 
a full 4-year college course includi!1g or supplemented by 30 semester hours in 
library science; or (b) have had professional librB.ry training in a library school 
plus either college study or library experience; or (c) have had four years of 
successful and progressive experience in library .work; or (d) have had any combin­
ation of th8 requirements given in (a), (b), or (c). 

Applications will be accepted from students who expect to complete the re­
quired. courses four months after the date of filing application. 

Information and application forms may be obtained at most first- and second­
class post offices, from the Civil Service r.3eional offices or from the U.S. 
Civil Service Commission, \Jashington 25, D. C. 

* * * * * * * * * 
LIBRARIES AND LABOR_ EDUCATION EXTENSION 

There is att ached a statement on "Library Cooperation with tho Labor Extension 
Sorvice 11 • It nas prepar E: d by the Nat ional Committee f or the Extensio'1 of Labor 
Education and explains in part the role of libraries in carrying out the provisions 
of the Labor Education Extens;i..on Servlce Bill now before the Congress. 

The ALA ,Joint Committee on Libra.ry Service to labor :i..s 'Vorking with the 
N9.tional Committee to develop plans for the Hbre.ry's part in the Labor Extension 
Service. 

* * * * w * * * * 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

A~L.A . ROUND T.ABIE FOR LIBRARY WORK ABROAD ORGANIZED 

The A.L.A. Round Table for Library nork Abroad was formally organized at a 
meeting held in Washington, D. C. on April 23. Miss Marietta Daniels, Librarian 
of the Pan American Union, Washington, D. C., was elected Chairman. 

Organization of the Rotmd Table implements a petition approved by the A.L.A. 
Council at the 1949 Midwinter meeting. 

Two primary objectives of the Round Table were established: (1) To invest­
igate the current situation regarding library work in its international aspects; 
and (2) to explore the possibilities of implementing existing programs and develop­
ing others to improve international library relations and library services through-
out the world. · 

The Round Table will provide an opportunity for the membership of the A.L.A. 
to discuss the problems involved in library work abroad and to participate in 
activities which will strengthen library s ervice in the international field. It 
will also offer the A.L.A, International Relations Board the assistance of an 
organized group of experienced librarians interested in and willing to work toward 
extension and improvement of libraries outside as well as v:ithin the United States. 

The organization meeting of the Round Table was planned by Mrs. Helen Wessells, 
under whose direction the International Relations Round Table on Library Work 
Abroad was held at ·uniamstown last year following the Atlantic City Conference . 
The Williamstown Round Table has served as a temporary committee until the A.L.A. 
Round Table was approved and organized. The Hashington meeting was attended by 
24 librarians who had attended the Vlilliamstown Conference or who had expressed 
an interest in international library relations. 

In addition to Miss Daniels, other officers elected were : Mr. Marion 
Milczewski, University of California, Berkeley, Vice-Chairman; Katharine Shorey, 
Martin Memorial Library, York, Pa. , Secretary-Treasuror. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR CHILE ESTABLISHED 

A National Committee for Chile has been designated as a collection center in 
the United States to help rehabilitate the Medical School Library of the University 
of Chile, which was almost completely destroyed by fire last December 2. The Com­
mittee will serve as the coordinating agency for the assistance of a number of 
organizations ~hich have offered to cooperate in rebuilding the library, including 
the Medical Library Association, the Association of Medical Colleges, the Army Med­
ical Library, the Hispanic Foundation of the Library of Congress, and the American 
Library Association. 

The Board of Directors of the New York Academy of Medicine has recently voted 
to give approximately 30,000 volumes of basic medical journals to the Medical 

.School Library. 
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Gifts of materials from any library or individual will be appreciated. Most 
urgently needed are periodicals of the last ten years and up-to-date books and 
reference materials. Donations should be sent to: National Committee for Chile, 
Library of Congress, 17ashington 25, D. C. 

* * * * * * * * * 
UNESCO LIBRARY DIVISIQN ACTIVITIES, 1942 

A report of the UNESCO Library Division for 1949 is attached. 

* * * * * * * * * 
.'.;]QW PEOPLES WORK TOGETHER" 

The United Nations has published a new educational booklet "Hov, Peoples T.fork 
Together: The United Nations and the Specialized Agencies". 

The booklet presents, in compact form and with the use of numerous photo­
graphs and diagrams, a simple and interesting picture of how the United Nations 
and the Specialized Agencies are organizerl., hort they work and what they are doing. 
It is designed for use in schools and by adult study groups. 

Copies of the publicnt~.on may be obtained from th<? Manhattan Publishing 
Company, 225 Lafayette Street, New York City. Single copies: 50¢. 

* * * * * * * * * 
FOREIGN LIBRARIANS BEGIN TOUR OF U.:§..:. 

Miss Gertrud Baruch, Miss Marguerite Schmeer, Dr. Hans Eppelsheimer, and Mr. 
Werner Mevissen, German lihrarians visiting in the United States, have completed 
their stay in YJas hington and are non visiting all types of libraries throughout 
the U.S. 

Their visit to the U. s. is sponsored by the American Military Government for 
Germany. They will return to Germany in ,Tuly. 

Mr. Leonard Jolley, librarian from England, is also visiting U. S. libraries. 
He will be in this country until June. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
EDrJARD HEILIGER TO_§illE DEPART.~1IBN! 

Edward Heiliger has accepted a position in the State Department as Acting 
Chief, Program Management Section of the Library Branch? Division of L~bra:ies 
and Institutes. Mr. Heiliger recently served as an advisor on reorganization 
of the University of Chile Medical School Library. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Attachments: Library Cooperation v,i th the Labor Extension Service Program 

Report of UNESCO Library Division 
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LIBRARY COOPERATION WITH THE LABOR EXTENSION SERVICE PROGRAM 

The enactment of a bill now before Congress will greatly increase the 
demand for specialized library services throughout the length and breadth of 
the United States. It is proposed to set up workers' education programs 
wherever wage earners may wish to take advantage of a labor extension serv­
ice, comparable to the Agricultural Extension Service which the Smith-Lever 
Act of May, 1914! made avaihble to farm workers. The organization plan 
places basic r esponsibility for theprogram's development upon the educa­
tional institutions of each state, whether or not they receive direct funds 
under this proposed bill. The intellig8nt, whole-hearted cooperation of 
colleges or universities and public libraries will have much to do with the 
success or failure of the plan. 

The lnbor Extension .Service Bill, S.110 - H.R. 1511, is nm', under con­
sideration in both Houses of Congress. It provides for a national program 
of labor education, financed by Federal and State funds, but conducted by 
State institutions, designated within each state. 

The Senate Cammi ttee on Labor and Public '.1elfare, finding "an urgent 
and nation-wide demand for the establishment of an education extension pro­
gram to be made available to wage -earner3 and others," recommends the bill's 
prompt enactment. 

The L..~bor Extension Service will be administered by the Secretary of 
Labor through the fobor Extension Division ,i,hich is to be creatod in tho 
Department of Labor. In oach of the states, and this includes the District 
of Columbia, Alaska, Hn.waii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, the state 
plan for a le.bar extension service must oe submitted to and approved by the 
State Labor Extension Board befor e it is . submitted to the Secretary of Labor. 

The State Board, appointed by the Governor, is made up of from eight to 
twelve members, half f,elected from a pan:J l presented by state-wide labor organ­
izations; the other half from a panel prepared by cooperating institutions 
offering labor extension services. "Cooperating institutions" may include 
both land-grant colleges, universities or other educational institutions 
eligible for funds appropriated by Congress to carry on agricultural exten­
sion work; and also any other public or private non-profit college , university, 
or research agency to 1:1hich the State Labor ExtGnsion Board gives its approval. 

Labor extension centers may be established in places convenient for 1.-,rork­
ers by the institutions designated to operate the programs und working with 
local committees of workers concerrred with these s ervices. In order to carry 
out approved workers I educatior. programs, cooner1Jt.i.nff _institutrons mav execute 
contraqts ~1:!.:th other educe.tiona.l orl!anjzat.ions. Since these programs must be 
largely concerned with nr1eve loping and mµkin g available information useful to 
Yrage earners and their bona-fide labor o:i.~ganizations" it is evident that no 
program can be carried out effectively without library assistance. 

Tho organization of a state program will naturally be influence~ by the 
number of ind us trial workers v,i thin its borders, and by their interest in the 
program offered~ The United States has over 60, 0()0, 000 v..rage earners, about 
15,000,000 of whom belong to lu.bor unions. These tend to b0 concentrated 
~ithin limitod areas. Union members are already, to some extent at least, 
familiar with workers' education and many will be. cr1g0r to take advantage of 
further opportunities. Onl y a small number of colleges and universities, ho7-
ever, is prepared to offer the new and highly specialized typo of service re­
quired by intelligent adults whose early education has been obtained more often 
through hard experience than from books. 



FJha.tever tho local situ'.ltion, ho·,,ever, it is evident that the public 
library is in a strategic position to p,ivE' assistance and encouragement to 
both workers and teachers. Before the program can be launched, careful pre­
paration is essential. 

In planning effective publicity to nrouse interest and enlist local sup­
port, the aid of the library staff can be invaluable. Posters, bulletin 
boards, art exhibits, book displays, and simihr media are important at first 
in attracting the attention of potential students. I..ater they may serve to 
illustrate methods that the members of thG class themselves may wish to util­
ize for publicity in their unions or e1s·ev1here. 

Once the program is launched, the extent to which the library may parti­
cipate is practically unlimited. The nqed for publicity goes on forever. The 
loan of library space for workers' reading and discussion groups may be a 
valuable contribution. Still other services are illustrated by projects de­
ve loped in the Akron Public Library. Tho Library, in a highly industrialized 
community, has planned tzrn specializ-ed services; the Business and La.bor Serv­
ice , and tho Group Service Department. Each may be utilized by both labor and 
Tl).anagement. 

The Business and Labor Service has two functions. It offers (1) an in­
tensive, spocia.lizod ref,3rence service which is supported by (2) a large and 
varied collec tion of r eference m<.i. t cric.l on subjects important to both business 
and labor. These include labor history, economics, ln.bor l egisl:1tion, indus­
trial r e l ations, cost of living and employment st[1tistics and collective bar­
gaining. Much of the material is contained in pamphlets or periodicals which 
&re obtained from government agoncies, private r esearch organizntions, trade 
associations, labor unions, and e lsewhere. The practical value of the service 
is suggested by the kinds of information nsted for. Cost of living indices, 
job clnssifica tions , grievance procedures, pension pJ.ans, corporation histories 
and financial reports, how to edit a local paper or prepare a feature story -­
these are among the subj ects on ,1hich light is no'.7 requested. 

The group $ervice Department is a specia l s ervice , organized to meet the 
needs of community groups. The Department has bee n able to cooperate ~ith 
local workers' education projects in a number of ,1ays. Book collections have 
be en loaned to unions interested in developing a library. On r ,?qu,-;st, the 
libro.rian has selected books and pamphlets for use at union mee tings. Exhibits 
have been arranged for special meetings, conferences and conventions. The li­
brary prepares book nnd film lists for unions, and cooperates ~ith special 
groups or committees in setting up programs, arranging for speakers, Qnd sel­
ecting films. 

A joint committee on Library Service to Inbor Groups has been set up by 
the CIO, tho AFL, and tho American Library Association. The Committee is 
inter ested in obtaining and publicizing information from all libraries g1v1ng 
'.1ny special s ervice to le.bar, and \7ishcs to hen~ from librarians interes t ed 
in this field. 

Prepared by the National Committee for Extension of Labor Education, 1508 17th 
Street, N. w., Washington 6, D. C. 
May, 1949. 
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.Appendix to the Library of Con,-ress Information Dulletin 

Hs.rch 22-28, 1949 

LBA/:tO 
Paris, 25th February 19/,9 

UNITED NATIONS EDucxrronAL, SCIEIJTIFIC 
AIID CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

Libraries Division Activities 1949 

.J.\. summary of action in fulfiL.'11.ent of the Third General 
Conference Resolutions 

.n.o CLE1uUHG HOUSE WORK, THE DE.VELOFLEllT OF EXCEAi~GES, BOOK COUPOHS AIJD 
LIDIWUES RECONSTRUCTION 

1. Book Coupon Scheme 

The Unesco Book Coupon scheme \.'D.G lmmched on Deccr.iber 6, 1948, for 
an exper:L.'11ental period. ~;ilOO, 000 worth have been issued on sale and 
ap:;roxi:mntely 044, 000 as free gifts fro::1 the ~ncrcency neconstruction 
Fu."1d, 19 L,8 • 

Czechoslovakia, France, India, the United Kingdom o.re full participants 
for purchase and sale of publications, the United 3tates for sale only 
(S·witzerlanc. will shortly be in the scherae on tho sane basis) e .Austria, 
France, China, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Indonesia, I1~an, Italy, Polo.nc., 
the Philippines receive free reconstruction gifts of coupons. 

France, within three weeks after the first sale of coupons had prac­
tically cYJ1austed the a.mount of ~20, 000 worth of coupons put at her dis­
posal; 

By January 31, the .Anerican Booksellers Association had received 8;"£ 
of the total nu.'11ber of coupons distributed. 95% of the orders sent to 
the States so far were for scientific journals. 

In the original allocation of book coupons, $.30, 000 worth ua.s set 
aside for China and Poland which had declared their wish to cooperate 
in the schemeo Poland has now decided not to participate and it is 
possible that CM.Ji.a will be unable to do so. 
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Uncsco now proposes to dispose of this amount to Htmgary, wh:i.ch 
recently expressed the desire to cooperate in the scheme anc:. has been 
offered $15,000 worth, and to the Unesco Field Science Cooperation 
Offices in China, India, Latin A."Tlerica ancl IIi.ddle East, to be sold. 
against local currencies, up to the anotmt to which these field science 
cooperation offices are able to spend these currencies for their local 
expenditure. 

Italy has used all her allocation for the acquisition of French 
books. 

The representative of the Unesco Field Science Cooperation Office, 
Delhi, reports that the Indian Ministry of Educc..tion, uhich received 
$15,000 of coupons, has allocated ~10,000 to universities, :;tL,,000 to 
scientific institutions and 01,000 for use by indivi&uals. 

Unesco has been notified that to cover Indio. 1 s nost urgent neecls for 
foreign literature, book coupons to the an01mt of QlOO, 000 to ;)200, 000 
would be required. 

A main task is to explore possibilities for obtaininz additional 
hard currency to finance the scheme after the end of the experinental 
period. Possibilities to be envisaGec: 

(a) Unesco should continue to make available sor:10 of its hard 
currency reserve at the c.isposal of the sche.-:1e, poos.1.bly 
on a. larger scale than in 1949, 

(b) The Unesco General Conference should decide to create a 
special book coupon ftmd, to uhich all Iler:ib0r States 
could contribute in dollo.rs 1:1. c0rtai11 percentage of 
their annual contribution., 

( c) Participation of Ai--::iericru.1 libraries in the sclwme to 
tlrn effect that they , . .,ould use book coupons in payment 
for their forei3"l1 acquisitions~ 

(d) Financial support by voluntary ac;encies. 

In accordance with Resolution 7. 2242 studies are being m.:'l.de for the 
extension of the scheme to include other mterfal of education, science 
and culture and L"'l particular educational and scientific fiL"llSo The 
main obstacle to such an extension is the lo.ck of hard currency. 

2. Libraries Reconstruction 

The Clea.ring House continues to allocate to uar-danJD.e;ed librc.rioc 
publications offered. freely by libraries :l :1 donor countries. 
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In Februar:r, a formal aerecment was reached with the Canadian Book 
Centre at Halifax, by which all publications collected in Canada through 
the 11March of Books" ca.111paign will be allocated through Unesco. 

The Unesco Bulletin for Libraries continues to be a nain source of 
inf nrmation for making' the needs of war-damaged libraries lr.no,,m and pub­
licising details of material available for free distribution. 

In February, three microfilm laboratories ucre shipped to Austria, 
Hungary and Poland out of 1948 ~nergency funds. 

3,, Exchan5e of Publications 

Jm expert com,"1littee on International Publications Exchange met in 
July 1948 and reported to the General Conference. The action prograrmne 
proposed is being carried out. 

The ·Clearing House continues to pro1710te the exchange of publications 
between institutions throughout the world, using as a main channel the 
columns of the Unesco Bulletin for Libraries ~ 

A tentative aereement was concluded with USDE, by which Unesco will 
provide USBE with mailing lists for lists of publications available at 
USBE in Washington ~ The agreement also foresees a solution for the es­
tablisb.i;1ent of priorities in the actual allocation of available titles ~ 

A special Bulletin is being prepared to deal exclusively with prob­
lems concerning t h ;;?,1 1nternational exchange of publications . Special ac­
tion as part of the Unesco programme for Occupied Territories is being 
taken to promote exchanges between institutions in Member States and in­
stitutions in Germany and Japan. 

L,, o Librarieo Questioxu1aire (1949) 

To obtain up-to-date information on library neecls, available library , 
resources, av:ailability of bibliographical infor..JJation, exchange possi­
bilities, etc., a questionnaire was circulated early in February 1949 to 
approY.irnately 7, 000 librariese Filled-in questionnaires are being re­
turned on an averaGe of 30 a day. 

B. PUBLIC LIBRARY DEVEIDPHENT 

The main theme of current programmes is the development of public 
libraries in Hember States as centres for popular education and the grm,rth 
of international understanding. 

-----------------~----~~~-------



- 4 -

B.l. Public Libraries 19/!) Projects 

1. Publication[ 

(a) Development of Seninar materials 

Uneoco has engaeed six leading librr.rianG to ;re:po.re four 
practical guides for librarians and others concerned uith t he 
development and extension of public library services, parti­
cularly in countries where such 1;1C.Iluals c.o not exist . 

Each booklet uill be about 35, 000 uorc: s in length , 1-.'ritten 
in a sii--nple and lively style, and attractivel~r printed . The 
series is based in part on papers produced at t he r ecent Unesco­
IFLA International StU:i.r.1er School for Lib:r·arians . Publication is 
scheduled for next st1..·:1r.1er ana. fall. 

(i) The l'ublic Li::irar ;r as o. /.Q .. ~or Popular Ec~ucc.t i on (a 
general discussion of potentialities, objectives, tecl':­
niques, media and nu., terfo.1 s, s tandaro.::;, etc. ) 

11.uthor: Dr. Fern Long, St1.pcr11isor, Adttlt EC::.u cut ion 
Depc.rt1,1ent, Public Library , Cleveland , Oh io . 

Languaqes: English, French, Spanish, r:tmi;a r:L:m, 
Germano 

(ii) Public Library Extension Services (Hou schen cs for nation­
wide library services can best. be planned and :i.Jnpl e:m.cnteo. -­
largely a question of organisation of t he relationshi p 
between local, state o.nd national agencies, of J. eg i :,l ation, 
etc.; and the practico.l problems to be overcon e , c::;1;e c. i ally 
in relation to library services to snall com::mnitics and 
sparsely populated areas e.nc:1. in cotmtries (o.n<.1. :!_Xfft s of 
then) which, frm:1 a libral"'J point of view, arc r e lD.t.:Lvely 
undeveloped) • 

lmthor: Hr. L. R. HcColvin, City Librarian, ':estninster, 
London. 

Lanr:uar,:es: English, l~rench, Spanish, Italian, f olish o 

(iii) Education for Librariansh:i.;R (how to organise and operate 
a library school, how to strengthen e;r.ist.iJ.1c; schools) o 

Author: l·fr. J. PeriaI11 Danton, Dean, School of 
Librarianship, University of California , 
Berkeley, California. 

Lo."1.r,:uar;es: English, French, Spo.nish, Polish, Arabic o 



(iv) 
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Adult Education Activities for Public Libraries (Role of 
the library in adult education; practical SUQ:;estions on 
how to organise discussions, courses, 1 ectures, book 
talks, film showings, services for special social groups, 
reader's advisory service, etc.; cooperation with other 
educational organisations in plannine these activities.) 

Authors: Iir. Carl Thomsen, Stadsbihliotekar, 
1 :~{~-.: c:1.~-~ ~.-v11 :J 1:o~·.r.1w.1 e1) ~--: ·:,J. ~;_o_"G e 1:c::, Co r:011}.1[:.:.: c: "'. .. 

Mr. E. Sydney, Borough Librarian, Central 
Librar:i', Leyton, London. 

Hisa Hiriam D. Tompldns, Assistant Profes­
sor, School of Library Service, Columbia 
University, New York. 

Languages: English, French, Spanish, Czech, Italian. 

The pamphlets are all in preparation and will be published in the 
summer or fall. Three manuscripts are scheduled for completion April 
and one July 1. Eight translators have been engaged; arrangements 
are now being made with eight more. 

(b) Manuals and Leaflets 

( i) The f·ublic Librar:r, a Li vim; Ir'orce for Popular :Education 
is the title of a leaflet and poster to be published soon. 
This document, intended as a manifesto, or charter, states 
in simple terms the main governing principles of public 
librarianship.. 'Ehe public lil;lrary at its r:1ost effective 
is described under the following heading:::: Unesco and 
Public Libraries; The Public Library, A Democratic AGen­
cy for Education; rn1at the Fublic Librury Should Offer; 
A Vital Community Force; and the People's University~ 
The concluding section sue;gests action which the reader 
may take to obtain full public library service for his 
com..~unity if it now lacks such service. 

The manifesto will be printed in large quantities in 
English, French, Spanish, Italian, Polish and Arabic. 
The posters Hill be made available for display in public 
libraries, and the leaflet will be distributed to the 
public through libraries and at various international 
meetingso 

It is expected that the leaflet and poster will 
greatly increase the general public I s awareness of the 
potentialities of modern public libraries, contribute to 
the development and extension of public library services 
and enhance the preotie;e of public librarians throughout 
the world~ 
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( ii) 

(iii) 
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A second leaflet describing ways in which libraries can 
I 

help the general public fulfill their practical and moral 
responsibilities as citizens of their countries and the 
world is now in preparation. It will be printed in sev­
eral languages in the latter part of the year. 

An outline is being developed for a manual on Publiq 
Library Work with Adults Just Learning to Reaq. Authors 
will be engaged in the near future, and the pamphlet 
will be printed in the latter part of the yearo 

This manual should be of great help to public librari­
ans cooperating in Fundamental Educational literacy cam­
paigns. 

(iv) A contract is being made with the International Federation 
of library Associations for preparation of another public 
libraries manual to be completed before the end of 1949. 
IFLA will select the subject and the author. 

2. A12praisal of Effectiveu.fill..§ of 62_4.§_ School 

The report of the Director is now being translated into French. 
It will be mineographed and dist:dbuted for comment to National 
Commissions and Member States; library associations; and to parti­
cipants, faculty members and special lecturers at the school. 

The Libraries Division has been in constant contact with former 
members of the course and has collected their comments and sugges­
tions, and copies of the many publications in which they have pub­
licized the school. 

Higher Discount Rates on Books Purchased by Libraries. 

A document outlining steps which Member States should take to 
ensure supply of books to libraries at lowest cost will be pre­
pared if staff time permits. 

Close relations are maintained with other Unesco departments 
for public libraries cooperation on their projects whenever possi­
ble; the following notes refer to current activities. 

J. Public Library Development in the .fundamental Education Project, 
Haiti 

Now that surveys have been completed, it is expected that plans 
can move another step forward for creation of a commllllity public 
library-museum service in the project. 
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4. Adult Eduqation Conference in Denr.mrk , June, 1942. 

The meeting, planned by the Education Department, wil] include 
on the agenda a discussion of t he Special Role of Public Libraries 
in Adult Education. The International Federation of Librar'J Asso­
ciations has ass"LUned responsibility for preparation of working 
papers and an exhibit on public libraries for the conferenceo 
IFLA has requested Hr o Emerson Greenaway, Librarian of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library , Baltimore, to prepe.re t~e n aterials. Public 
librarians who have been active in the adult education movement 
will be included in the representation of sono countriese A mem­
ber of the Libraries Livision will attend. t he Conference. 

5 o Food and the I eople Campaif,11 and Human Rights Day 

Detailed sug0estions for public library participation will 
be dra,n1 up and disseminated through Unesco publications, library 
periodicals, letters to library associations and possibly through 
special leaflets to be distributed directly to public libraries 
throughout the 1-rorld. It is hoped that the Anerican Library l~sso­
ciation and public libraries t hroughout t he United States will 
give the fullest possible cooperation in promotion of these projects o 

6. Exchanr,e of Persons 

In 1948 most of t h e seven Unesco f inanced fellowsh ips in t he 
fiol(1. of librnric.nship were awar ded to l, ublic libr aria ns . Con­
tinuing cooperation uill be g iven to t he Departnent for the Ex­
change of Persons in selection of candidates and formulation of 
work plans ~ This ye ar special attention is beinc; p:i.id to relatin::; 
the choice of fellous to the developnent of public libraries 
projects. 

* 
C. · BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPr.1E1,JT .l'u'JD RELATED PROJECJS 

lo Bibliographic Services Survey 

During 1948 the developnent of this survey ha s been discussed 
both by correspondence and, on certa in occasions , v erbally. Unesco 
Secretariat has prepared a nur~Jer of guiding doc"LU~ents and the 
Library of Congress presented to t he Third Ser,sion of the General 
Conference of Unesco Kathrine Oliver Eurra 1 s :~rel:ininary report: 
"Sources of Infom ation for Fundamental Education, with special 
reference to Education for Literacy", which is now being circulated 
to experts f or criticisr:i 3.nd enlargemento 

During 1948, work was largely concentrated on the production 
of the sample survey in Fundo..'11.ental Ed.ucation. In 19 50 1;e hope 
to bring the plans for the full co:::iprehensive SlU'VE\'l a step forward 
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by the holding of an expert meeting of representatives of the 
main existing attempts to coordinate and improve bibliographical 
controls. 

If this meetinc is to bring positive results a detailed ·vor':­
ing paper will be neces;:;ary ~ The production of this will be o. 
main 1949 task. 

The working paper will probably 110.ve to be c.evelo;Jec: in t;;o 
staees: 

(a) Coordination of the results of existing: c.tternpts to improve 
services (such as the reports on o.bstro.ctin[; in the No.turo.1 
Sciences a..i'"ld the Social Sciences prepc.rec:. for Unesco, the 
nemoranda prepared by the Social Sciences Dcpo.rtment, anc~ 
the Graduo.te Library School of the Univornity of Chicc.e;o, 
etc •• ). These must be listed o.nd analysed. both o.ccorcl.lng 
to types of service and to subject fields~ This ,::i.11 enable 
definition to be mo.de of the significant pro~le;.JS and for 
o.ction to be forr:1ulated. 

(b) The paper thus prepared should be circulated to librarians 
and doC1 .. 1.11J.entation e}..'J)Crts anc. to the mo.in institution;:; 
representing different r;roups of users for corrncnts. t:itn­
out deferring o.ny o.ction which night be t2.1rnn nco.mrhi].o, 
the workin~; paper and the no.tcrial resulting fron tho inqy.ir;;r 
should be studied b:,c the e:~pcrt cornnittce, 1:hich tllen co-:.,,J.cl 
give directives for further action anc. :nc.l:e reconE1endc.tions 
for o. final edition of the '.rorkinc paper cnc: c.n acenc~::, for 
an international conference to be held lo..tc in 19 50 fron. 
which final lines of o.ction co,,ld be ex:;;cctoc1. 

2. Prone.ration of Lists of Interno.tional ~ij)lior;ra'")h:i:2-2 

The first task in connection 1;it,}"_ this resolution will be -~~le 
establishment of a first priority list of subject fields :i.n which 
such bibliographies are nost needed . This iri now beine; done in 
consultation with the d.if:!:oront c1.q:urtr:1.onts of Unccco. 

The next step will be to enrmre that such biblioe;raphie3 6..o 
not already e:::int ()I' are not in ·,r0nar2t~_()n. :?'or this, consult­
ation with national and special libraries ,dll "oe necessary e 

Dibliocraphical stan<~ar6 .. s for tLe list r:.ucrc 1)e established 
and experts in the different fields must be selected for tho 
actual compilation of the bfoliographies. 
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3. Hationa.l Bibliographies: S0l2.9t National Biblio,;ranhies 

With the development of Unesco 's Book Coupon Scheme, the 
need for such bibliographies o.n<l their distribution to all 
countries has been much accentuated. No holder of coupons 
can use them promptly and efficiently without vastly improved 
bibliographical aids. 

A revised edition of the memorandum outlining the need for 
select national biblio0raphies and proposing national activities 
to produce them, which was sent to Hember States in 1947, has 
been prepared together with a list of existing select national 
bibliographies, giving, also, purchase data, which will be pub­
lished in the Unesco Bulletin for Libraries. In promoting dis­
tribution of bibliographies full use will be made of the Book 
Coupons Distributing Agency in each co1.mtry, of the national 
book centres, national libraries and librar-ff associationse 

Outside the bibliographical work proper, the Bibliographical 
Section of the Libraries Division is in charge of, or partici­
pating in a number of other projects: 

4~ Reproduction of Out-of-print Periodicals 

Insistent requests have been made to Unesco by libraries 
and research institutions in all fields of study, for help in 
obtaining copies of highly important out-of-rrint periodicals. 
The demand comes not only from war-damaged countries but from 
libraries in countries which, although they were outside the 
area of military warfare, were nevertheless prevented from main­
taining their subscriptions to foreign periodicals owing to the 
general rupture of c6mmunications, or for economic reasons. 
Also, there are many important institutions, newly established 
since the war, which cannot build up their research libraries 
because the publications they need are out-of-printo 

A preliminary selection has been made from a sr.iall number 
of periodicals, all in the fields of higher studies and ad­
vanced technology, for past nlli"Tlbers of which a clear demand has 
been expressed and which, as far as is kno1-m to us at present, 
are out-of-printo 

A general description of the project and a questionnaire 
have been sent to the publishers of the selected journalso 

When the publishers' cooperation has been enlisted the 
sche:r.ie will be developed by contracting with suitable repro­
duction firms and circulating lists of the periodicals to 
possible subscribers, stating form of reproduction, prices, etc. 



- · 10 -

According to the demand in each case, it will be decided 
whether reproduction is to be by microfilm or by photo-offset. 
It is hoped that the distribution in most cases can be arranged 
through the original publisher. 

5. Guide to Middle Eastern and North African Libraries 

Arising from discussions at the Third General Conference, 
Beirut, arrangements have been made for the publication of a 
comprehensive guide to Middle Eastern and North African libraries, 
edited by Mr. Joseph Dagher of the National Library, Beirut. The 
plan for the guide has been developed with the active cooperation 
of Dr. H. W. Glidden, U.S. Publications Procurement Officer, Cairo, 
and other experts. Dr. Glidden is acting as consultant. The guide 
should be published before the end of the year and will be distrib­
uted free to libraries in the recorded area and will be on sale at 
near cost price. 

6. Abstracti:q.g 

The Libraries Division is in close cooperation with the 
Hatural Sciences and Social Sciences Departments in execution 
of their projects in development of abstracting and related 
services of documentation. An International Conference on 
Science Abstracting is being jointly convened by the Natural 
Sciences Department and the Libraries Division in June. Reports 
on various aspects of social science abstracting and documenta­
tion are in preparation as a result of an experts' meeting held 
late in 1948. 

7. Collaboration with IFLA and FID 

In accordance with its Constitution, Unesco is acting when­
ever possible through existing non-governmental international 
organisations. 

Unesco is giving financial aid to the following projects of 
IFLA and FID, and has also taken part in their planning and will, 
to · a certain extent, be able to control them~ 

(a) Multilingual Vocabulary of LibrarianshiJ?. 

M. Henri Lemaj_t,re, when he died, left a draft of a 
vocabulary of librarianship. This draft has now been 
revised, on behalf of IFLA, by Dr. M. Godet and, on be­
half of FID, by Dr. P. Bourgeois, past and present direc­
tors of the Swiss National Library in Bern. 

It has thus been completed in the three languages: 
English, French and German. It is hoped that it will be 
circulated widely for comments soon. 
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Unesco has given financial aid to this work, and 
has further resources available in 19/+9 to extend the 
languages of the vocabula:r-;/ and the terms included. 
This programme is now under discussion with Il'LA and 
FID. 

(b) Comparative Studies of Classification Systems 

At the June 1948 raeeting of the FID it was decided 
to undertake comparative studies of classification sys­
tems applied to specific subjects. This was suprorted 
by Unesco, and financial aid is given this year to the 
Swiss Hedical Academy :for a study in classification of 
medicine., 

(c) Guide to Science AbstractinY Services 

In connection with Unesco's programme for the devel­
opment of abstracting in the natural sciences arrl with 
particular reference to the International Conference on 
Science Abstracting, June 1949, Unesco has paid a fee to 
the FID for the preparation of a preliminary list of some 
1,000 existing abstracting services in the field of natu­
ral sciences.. This year, further aid will be given to 
develop this list into a complete guide to science ab­
stracting. 

(d) Guide to Photographic Reproduction Services 

Another fee is being paid to the FID for the conple­
tion of a guide to photoGraphic reproduction services for 
which the FID has already collected a large nass of na­
terial. With the increasing use of microfilr:1. and other 
reproduction devices in documentation, sue};. a. e;uide is ur­
gently wanted by librarians and docmnentalists all CN er the 
world. 


