
Volume 6, Number l Fall 1981 ISSN 0193-8207 

Los Angeles County Public Library: 
Reaching Out to Serve American Indian People 

Dennis Reed 

The Los Angeles County Public Library has dedicated it
self to serving the informational needs of the large ethnic 
populations of Los Angeles County. The county library had 
established two major resource centers that reflected the his
tory and cultures of the Black and Chicano peoples. At a 
meeting concerned with the county library's service to these 
minority communities, Senior Library Assistant Dee 
Hopkins observed that the American Indian population, al
though well represented in L.A. County, was not being 
reached by the library. 

As a result of this meeting, the South State Cooperative 
Library System, comprised of the Los Angeles County and 
Kern County public libraries, submitted in 1978 a proposal to 
the Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA) grant pro
gram. The focus of the proposal was initiating library service 
to the American Indian communities of Los Angeles and 
Kern counties. 

Originally called Project Amerind-Library Services to 
American Indians, the name was shortened to Library Ser
vice to American Indians (LSAI). The goal of the project was 
to improve library service to the American Indian population 
in the South State Cooperative Library System through cen
tralizing resource development and coordinating a dissemi
nation network. The objectives of the LSAI project were: (1) 
to provide training for library staff with information on cul
tural preferences, interests, and methods of serving the In
dian population; (2) to increase the availability of specialized 
resources and services for and about American Indians to 
five locations in Los Angeles County and one in Kern 
County; (3) to create interest in project services and programs 
by developing four multimedia traveling exhibit/information 
packages on topics of interest to American Indians for use at 
agencies and libraries; (4) to inform the American Indian 
community of the services of the project by contacting indi
viduals and American Indian agencies and provide informa
tion on the project to American Indian media outlets; and (5) 
to share project findings with other library jurisdictions and 

interested agencies through direct contact and the profes
sional media. 

The project began slowly, due to the system's attempt to 
hire an American Indian librarian as the project director. A 
bulletin announcing the director's position was distributed to 
all Indian organizations, both local and national in scope. 
However, there are only sixty-one American Indian librar
ians in the entire United States, and three of them were al
ready employed in Los Angeles County in various library 
positions. Huntington Park Library was chosen as the proj
ect headquarters, and Marie Contreras, principal librarian in 
charge at Huntington Park, was appointed as acting project 
director. She handled the administrative aspects of the proj
ect, supervised staff, oversaw the expenditure of funds, and 
worked to keep the project moving at a steady pace. Con
treras did all of this while also overseeing the daily operations 
of the Huntington Park Library. Dee Hopkins, senior library 
assistant in charge at Cudahy Library, was assigned to serve 
as community liaison for the project. She was responsible for 
making community contacts, coordinating materials pur
chases, and acting as liaison to the advisory committee. 

During the first year, the staff was able to make contact 
with individuals and various American Indian organizations 
to explain the purpose of LSAI and to ask for community 
input. Some of the organizations contacted were the Ameri
can Indian Free Clinic; Indian Free Clinic, Inc.; Los Angeles 
Indian Center; Indian Center, West; Tribal American Con
sulting Corporation; American Indian Education Commis
sion; American Indian Athletic Association; The Main Ar
tery, Men's Lodge and Women's Lodge. The Indian 
community was receptive to the project and provided input 
when the library demonstrated a full commitment to the com
munity. 

Work was begun to select as project libraries the branches 
that were located in areas of high-density Indian populations. 
These libraries would house special American Indian collec
tions. Three project libraries were established at Bell Gar-



dens, Cudahy, and Huntington Park. The community was 
asked to provide assistance through an advisory board com
posed of people from Indian organizations and interested 
individuals. The advisory committee helped to select the ma
terials to be housed in these libraries. The materials, both 
print and nonprint, emphasize the historical and continuing 
contributions of the American Indian people to American 
society. Resources include books on the many aspects of 
American Indian cultures, a variety of newspapers and maga
zines published by Indian communities, records and cassette 
tapes of traditional and contemporary Indian music, micro
forms, and a growing number of Indian films. The films are 
housed at Huntington Park Library and are circulated 
through the Los Angeles County Library film circuits. 

To create library visibility in the Indian community and to 
better explain the programs and services that the library has 
to offer, the project instituted the use of the M.O.S.T. van 
(Media, Outreach, Service, and Training). The van, stocked 
with a paperback collection, periodicals, and records and 
cassette tapes of Indian music, was driven to those Indian 
organizations serving a large number of Indian people. The 
staff provided records and cassettes, registered patrons, 
checked out books, discussed the various reading interests of 
the patrons and explained the various programs and services 
of the library. The response from the Indian people was fa
vorable and we found that current materials of all types were 
popular with the patrons. 

Rotating paperback collections were established in four 
Indian agencies. The collections reflected 25-75 percent of 
the makeup of the M.O.S.T. van paperbacks. These collec
tions were set up to provide reading materials for the clients 
of the Indian agencies and to increase the visibility of the 
LSAI project. 

Other library jurisdictions were informed of the LSAI 
goals and objectives through personal contact by the acting 
director and through news releases to library journals and 
newsletters. This exposure led to referrals from other library 
professionals. The community liaison, Dee Hopkins, kept in 
constant contact with the Indian community through tele
phone calls and by attending the regular monthly meetings of 
the various Indian organizations to learn more about their 
informational needs. 

At the beginning of the second year, South State was able 
to acquire the services of an American Indian librarian as the 
project director. Dennis Reed (Kickapoo/Hopi) came to the 
project from Tribal American Consulting Corporation, 
where he was the librarian of an Indian community library. 
The second year's priority was to establish two new library 
sites in L.A. County and one in Kern County. Culver City 
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Library and San Fernando Library were selected in L.A. 
County. These libraries received a special American Indian 
collection consisting of the materials established in the three 
original project libraries. 

The project director visited the Indian organizations and 
became a regular member at their meetings in order to assure 
project visibility and to assess their informational needs. The 
advisory board began to meet monthly at Huntington Park 
Library to provide input into the project activities. Working 
with Winnie Jackson of L.A. County Library Public Rela
tions, the advisory board helped to plan the First Annual 
Tribute to Americans. This tribute would honor American 
Indians and also expose the LSAI project to the greater Los 
Angeles Indian community. Will Sampson and Jay 
Silverheels, posthumously, were honored for their contribu
tions to the image of the American Indian in motion pictures. 
The event was held at Huntington Park Library and was a 
huge success. Local Indian people provided displays of In
dian arts, and entertainment was provided during the four
hour program. Some of the entertainers were Sherman In
dian School Hopi Dancers, Mohawk Singers, singer 
Alexander Longrifle, the Red Tepee Dance Group, and 
Floyd Westerman. Representatives from President Jimmy 
Carter, California Governor Jerry Brown, Oklahoma Gover
nor Nigh, California state senators and congressmen were 
present as well as Los Angeles city and county officials. Seven 
hundred Indian people attended the tribute and were served 
refreshments afterwards. A color videotape was made of the 
tribute. Another outcome of the tribute was that the project 
started receiving numerous reference calls from individuals 
and other library staff within Los Angeles County. 

The project continued its first-year activities and began to 
increase its visibility within the Indian community by setting 
up more visits with the M.O.S.T. van. We started regular 
monthly visits to Indian Head Start programs in the cities of 
Bell Gardens, Culver City, downtown Los Angeles, and 
Maywood. The children were very excited about coming on 
the van to check out books. Afterwards the children were 
provided with a story time or a film program. Adults' use of 
the van has also increased and the people appear comfortable 
with the staff. 

A library staff training workshop for South State library 
personnel was held at Carson Library in April 1981 to ac
quaint the librarians with the American Indian population in 
Los Angeles County. One hundred librarians attended and 
heard various speakers commenting on the various aspects of 
Indian cultures, the relationships between Indian tribes and 
the federal government, various tribal members living in Los 
Angeles, contemporary problems of the Indian people, and 
the dos and don'ts of providing library service to American 
Indian patrons. The speakers were Dr. Cheryl Metoyer
Duran, UCLA Graduate School of Library and Information 
Science; Lois Red Elk, community member and member of 
the American Indian Movement; Dee Hopkins; and Dennis 
Reed. 

In Kern County, the project has established rotating paper
back collections at the American Indian Council of Central 
California in Bakersfield and the Tehachapi American In
dian Council in Tehachapi. Project staff has met with the 
local Indian organizations to explain LSAI goals and objec
tives. 

With the end of the project approaching, the South State 
Cooperative Library System drew up another proposal for 



third-year funding for the project. The emphasis is on estab
lishing a project site in Kern County, providing library service 
to the Indian people of Kern County, and developing library 
service to American Indian children. To serve the Indian 
children, the project staff would develop cultural/historical 
crafts based on different Indian cultures to be utilized by the 
children's librarians for children's programs. A third year of 
funding was granted, and the LSAI project has begun to 
complete these objectives. A project newsletter has been 
started and the first issue has been sent out to libraries and 
other interested persons. 

Library Service to American Indians in L.A. and Kern 
counties is a success because the library has demonstrated its 
commitment to the Indian People and the Indian people have 
responded to the library. Los Angeles County Librarian 
Linda Crismond has committed the Los Angeles County 
Public Library to carrying on the good work that the LSAI 
project has established within the Indian community. 

The LSAI project can be contacted at the following ad
dress: Dennis Reed, Project Director, Library Service to 
American Indians, Huntington Park Library, 6518 Miles 
Ave., Huntington Park, CA 90255; (213) 583-3489 or 583-
3480. -DR (Kickapoo/ Hopi). 

Profile 

Dennis Reed 
(Kickapoo/ Hopi) 
Project Director 
Library Service to American 

Indians 
Huntington Park Library 
6518 Miles A venue 
Huntington Park, CA 90255 

Dennis Reed (Kickapoo/ Hopi) is the project director of 
Library Service to American Indians (LSAI), a grant project 
from LSCA to South State Cooperative Library System (Los 
Angeles County and Kern County public libraries). 

He received his BA in Motion Picture and Television Pro
duction at UCLA in 1975. While working part-time in the 
UCLA American Indian Studies Center Library, he decided 
to attend the Graduate School of Library and Information 
Science (GSLIS). In 1977 he received his MLS with a speciali
zation in media librarianship. 

Just out of library school, he was offered the position of 
head librarian at a local American Indian community library 
in the city of Maywood. Maywood is located in southeastern 
Los Angeles County and has a large Indian population. The 
library was under the control of Tribal Consulting Corpora
tion, a nonprofit Indian education organization. 

In August of 1980 he accepted the position of project direc
tor of LSAI. At the American Library Association Annual 
Conference in San Francisco last June, he was elected vice
president of the new American Indian Library Association. 

"There is a great need for American Indian librarians to
day. With only sixty-one professional Indian librarians in the 
entire United States, Indian people are not being adequately 
served by libraries. Indian people of all age groups can be-
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come librarians and thereby help themselves and their people 
to gain access to a wealth of information on all subjects and 
in all different forms which is available for the asking." 

Special News 

Blaise Turney, Scholarship Recipient 

Blaise Anne Glory Turney (Cherokee) has been awarded a 
stipend from the Special Libraries Association. Turney re
ceived her BA in 1971 and MA in 1974 from Oklahoma State 
College at Tahlequah. She was a librarian from 1974-75. 
From 1975-79 Turney served as librarian at the Choctaw 
Central High School in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Since Jan
uary 1980 Turney has been working towards a master's de
gree in library science and an MBA at Texas Woman's Uni
versity, Denton, Texas. 

American Indian Library Association 
Officers for 1981-82 

The following persons have been elected as officers of the 
American Indian Library Association: 
PRESIDENT: Lotsee P. Smith, Ph.D. (Comanche), associ

ate professor, School of Library Science, Texas Woman's 
University, Denton, Texas. Send mail to: 2212 Pembrooke 
Pl., Denton, TX 76201; (817) 382-4619. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Dennis Reed (Kickapoo/ Hopi), proj
ect director, Library Service to American Indians, Hun
tington Park Library, 6518 Miles Ave., Huntington Park, 
CA 90255; (213) 583-3489. 

SECRETARY/ TREASURER: Virginia H. Mathews 
(Osage), vice-president, Library Professional Publica
tions, Shoestring Press, Hamden, Connecticut; (203) 288-
8707 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON: James H. May, Ph.D. 
(Cherokee), acting director, Sonoma State College Li
brary, Rohtlert Park, CA 94928. 
Persons interested in joining the American Indian Library 

Association (AILA) should contact: Virginia H. Mathews, 
Secretary/ Treasurer, AILA-OLOS, 50 E. Huron St., Chi
cago, IL 60611. 

Annual dues: $10 (individuals); $25 (institutions); $5 (stu
dents). 

Acting Director Appointed 

Professor Herbert T. Hoover of the University of South 
Dakota has been appointed as acting director (part-time) of 
the Newberry Library Center for the History of the American 
Indian. 

New Address for Newsletter 

Please send all correspondence relating to the Ameri
can Indian Libraries Newsletter to the following ad
dress: 

Cheryl Metoyer-Duran, Ph.D. 
Editor: American Indian Libraries Newsletter 
P.O. Box 111 
Liberty Corner, NJ 07938 



Letters to the Editor 

Dear Dr. Metoyer-Duran: 
We have started a new library program on our reserva

tion. As supervisor of the Library Resource Center under 
Colville Confederated Tribes, Omak District, our program 
is interested in starting library services on our reservation. 

Our reservation ranks as the largest in the northwestern 
states (excluding Alaska), enclosing an area of 1,414,000 
acres. Within the reservation there are four districts; these 
districts are starting a library resource center also: 

Omak District-Lila E. Friedlander, Supervisor 
lnchelium District - May Banning, Supervisor 
Nespelem District-to be selected, Supervisor 
Keller District- to be selected, Supervisor 
Dewayne Schindler - Director 
There are 2,256 enrolled members living on or near the 

reservation. We have no library services and would like 
information regarding library services and funding re
sources for our program. 

Please send any information that you have on library 
services and funding resources. 

Lila E. Friedlander, Supervisor 
Library Resource Center 

Omak District, Colville Confederated Tribes 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
50 EAST HURON STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Address Correction Requested 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Dear Dr. Metoyer-Duran: 
We continue to enjoy your excellent newsletter which 

keeps us up to date on issues of concern in academia for 
Indian people. 

I am enclosing a membership form and check to cover the 
regular membership to join OLSD. 

I was wondering as we decided to send the membership if 
you might be able to help me locate a list of colleges which 
have Native American studies programs or other resource 
lists. What is your capacity in this area? Also, our project 
was recently funded to (among other things) compile a bibli
ography of culture-based curriculum by American 
Indian-Alaska native women. Would you be able to suggest 
some sort of search strategy where we might locate curricu
lum developed by AI-AN women? I have contacted ERIC/ 
CRESS and some other agencies to help in this search, but 
my background in library expertise is weak (despite too 
many years in school!) and I was hoping you might be able 
to add something to their suggestions. 

Thank you for your help and if you know other Indian 
women who should be a part of our networking or part of 
our resource pool, please pass their names along to us. 

Thanks for your help. 
Sedelta Verble 

OHO YO Editor 


