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The following success factors were identified by libraries participating in Health
Happens in Libraries and can be useful starting points to engage your colleagues
and local partners: Foster leadership support for innovative
programming. The primary staff contact at Hampton Public Library had ongoing
support from her library director to implement creative
and inclusive programming as part of reference services.
Look to your library’s vision, mission statement, charter,
or strategic plan, and identify two to three ways in
which providing community health support reinforces
that mission. Share these ideas with your colleagues, manager, or board. Read
more in "Health Happens in Libraries, Part III."
Perhaps the real question is how quickly can video kill the mistaken belief that
libraries are only about books or libraries are simply lending institutions? “Not
fast enough!” we might reply. ALA and PLA are wasting no time with their
newly released library advocacy videos. ALA President Sari Feldman aims to
shift the outdated perception people have of libraries by developing a series of
videos through the Libraries Transform public awareness campaign. The six
videos were developed to align with ALA‘s E’s of Libraries, a strategy to
promote public awareness that, with expert assistance of library professionals,
help facilitate education, employment, entrepreneurship, empowerment,
and engagement for everyone, everywhere. Along with Feldman, the videos were
developed with PLA President-Elect Felton Thomas, PLA, the ALA Office for
Information Technology Policy, and the ALA Office for Library Advocacy so
that libraries can use them in public awareness campaigns. Read the entire article,
"Can Videos Change Perception That Libraries Are Only About Books?
On May 3, 2016, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) announced in a press release the
implementation of new guidelines for transgender individuals, which allows for a
welcoming and safe environment for all. “For the first time, CPS is providing
clear guidance on restroom, locker room and overnight trip accessibility, and
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establishing support for employees and adults in
addition to students.” These momentous changes came
ahead of Obama’s administration’s guidance letter on
transgender student’s rights sent to school districts on
May 13. The language used by the federal government
is similar to that of the CPS policy in that it supports the use of all facilities
according to an individual’s gender identity, not to their biological sex. For CPS,
this policy will also include individuals who are gender nonconforming as well as
gender questioning. CPS have made clear that “any incident of discrimination,
harassment, or violence is given immediate attention” with appropriate
consequences, and continue to say that “the intentional or persistent refusal by
students or school staff to respect a student’s gender identity (for example,
intentionally referring to the student by a name or pronoun that does not
correspond to the student’s gender identity) is a violation of these Guidelines.”
Read "Do Not Go Gentle Into That Gender Neutral Bathroom."
The library of the al-Qarawiyyin University in Fez will reopen for public use
after the completion of major renovations led by Canadian-Moroccan architect
Aziza Chaouni. After receiving a grant for the project from Kuwait’s Arab Bank,
the Moroccan Ministry of Culture asked Chaouni to rehabilitate the library in
order to safeguard its contents and make it suitable for public use. Chaouni was
approached in 2012 to begin work on the renovations. In a field mainly
dominated by men, she was surprised and pleased to receive the call; after all, the
al-Qarawiyyin is the oldest library in the world, and this would be a huge and
indescribably important undertaking. Four years later, the renovations are almost
complete, and King Mohammed VI is hoping to cut the ribbon on the reopening
in May 2016. Read "al-Qarawiyyin Library Set to Reopen."

 

New! FYI Podcast Episode
Available 
In Episode Twelve, Kathleen Hughes, PL Editor, talks to Sonja
Skvarla, the founder of A Social Ignition. Founded in 2012, A
Social Ignition was conceived while Sonja was helping various
groups fulfill their missions in the field of post-prison reentry.
She developed a curriculum of entrepreneurship and

professional development and offered it to the Oregon Department of Corrections.
Today, A Social Ignition is off and running using its entrepreneurship and professional
development program to help people re-enter society after incarceration. The program
teaches business lessons but participants also develop self-confidence and learn to use
the experience they already have. We talked to Sonja about A Social Ignition, success
and stumbling blocks, how libraries might incorporate similar programming, future
expansion plans, and more. Check it out here. 
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Ask Us Anything

If you have questions about PLOnline, Public Libraries, PLA or anything else, send
them in. Just hit reply and send your question on its way! We'll get back to you as soon
as possible. Thanks for reading!
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