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Public libraries across the U.S. have seen a dramatic rise in the number of
immigrants using the library.  Depending on the geographic location, their
reasons for finding us may vary widely.  In some areas they may be newly

arrived immigrants who’ve been brought here by family
members, and are looking for basic English instruction. 
In others, they may be refugees looking for housing and
food.  In any scenario, the public library can help
immigrants navigate through their new lives by

collaborating with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS). Read
more in "Public Libraries Collaborating with USCIS to Help Immigrants."
I grew up a poor kid in southeastern Idaho, and the library was one of my best
friends. I waited with baited breath for the newest sci-fi, the latest Hardy Boys
Mystery, or the newest Stephen King novel to hit the shelves. The card catalog
and the reference section were two places so familiar to me they felt like home.
Before I could afford to subscribe to magazines, I would peruse the pages
of Writer’s Digest and Poets and Writers, hoping someday my books would be
featured there because I would be a real writer. Read more about Open eBooks in
"Open eBooks: A Digital Gateway." 
Infographics have infiltrated our lives in the last few years. They pop up
anywhere—as politically themed graphics on social media, on organizational
websites, in print brochures for charities, and, of course,
in the library world. In an age of information overload,
infographics attempt to make sense of all this
information. (Side note: Here’s an infographic about
information overload.)  Explore some thought-
provoking infographics from libraries in "Inspired by Infographics."
Kathleen M. Hughes (Editor, PL and PLOnline) talks to Amy Koester, Youth and
Family Coordinator at the Skokie (Illinois) Public Library about the concept of
unprogramming (creating and offering programs that are at once highly engaging
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and collection driven without requiring large amounts of planning, funds, and
staff time). Check out our latest Podcast here.
As librarians, we tend to think of our duty to the people, to supply diverse
materials that represent and speak to the identities of our library users. One tween

decided to take matters into her own hands. 11-year-old
Marley Dias, already a blogger and activist, decided she
was tired of reading books about “white boys and dogs.”
The tween understood that her teacher could relate to
those books as a white male, so those were the ones he

assigned. But Marley wanted books featuring black girls, people to which she
could more easily relate. From this desire she launched the 1000blackgirlbooks
campaign. Read more in "A Thousand Books Strong."
Sam Thielman recently wrote an article for The Guardian on a decision at least
one library has arrived upon: a new policy where the library purges user data
from interlibrary loan (ILL) records to help protect patron privacy. The
confidentiality of patron records is a long-standing issue, particularly since the
Patriot Act spurred concerns about patrons’ reading histories, who has access to
these records, and under what circumstances the records might be disclosed to
authorities. These questions are still being explored, as very few cases on the
exact issue of library patron records and privacy have been brought before the
courts (though it is also worth considering that other recent library litigation
cases have addressed related issues in the broader sense, such as computer use in
libraries and censorship; both are matters that could conceivably tie into the
patron record). Read the entire article, "Library Records, Patron Privacy, and
Library Policies."

 

Can't Make It to PLA 2016?
Check out the Virtual Conference. Over two days, April 7 & 8, PLA will host a Virtual
Conference in tandem with PLA 2016. Each day will feature five live programs, author
interviews, networking opportunities and more. Get more information and register here. 
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Midweek Media Mash-Up
A Choice Selection of Links for Your Perusal

Teach Girls Bravery, Not Perfection (Watch 12:39)
Libromat Combines Laundry and Literacy
A Reading List for Hamilton Fans
Is the Midlife Crisis a Myth?
The initial publication for the latest in the IMLS public libraries survey
series, Public Libraries in the United States Survey: Fiscal Year 2013 is available.
The History of Libraries
Printed Art Books in a Digital World

Ask Us Anything

If you have questions about PLOnline, Public Libraries, PLA or anything else, send
them in. Just hit reply and send your question on its way! We'll get back to you as soon
as possible. Thanks for reading!
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