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Trending...
New on PLOnline This Week  

Libraries are meant to be places where anyone can read on any subject, as
described in the Library Bill of Rights. So it was concerning to see a Library
Journal article that discussed a March 2015 Harris Poll which found that 28% of
adults now support book banning in school libraries. In 2011, only 18% of adults
supported it.[1] While this poll refers to school libraries specifically, the change
in attitude could present implications for public libraries. Read more in "Study:
School Book-Banning Has Gained Support."

Innovative librarians across the
United States are expanding
library access and learning
through the latest round of
federal grant funding. The
Institute of Museum and Library
Services recently awarded $14.16
million to fund 276 projects
through National Leadership
Grants for Libraries, Sparks! Ignition Grants for Libraries, Native American
Library Services Basic, Native American Library Services Enhancement, Native
Hawaiian Library Services, and the Laura Bush 21st Century Library Program.
“These projects underscore the important role libraries play across the country in
engaging all ages of learners and in providing access to content, in physical and
digital form. We look forward to watching these projects evolve and develop new
models, tools, and research that can be broadly adapted by the library
profession,” said IMLS Acting Director Maura Marx in a recent press release.
Projects cross a wide range of services and learning opportunities. Read the entire
article "Projects to Watch - IMLS Funds 276 Library Grants."
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Many new and start-up libraries are looking for ways to acquire books cheaply
because of their small budgets. In 1992, I wrote an article for Against the
Grain about finding resources to build collections. The ideas in that article are
still useful and it can be downloaded from the Purdue University site
here. Updating the information in my article, there are additional resources which
include digital collections of Project Gutenberg , The Hathi-Trust, and many
other free book sites. Using the search terms “free book resources” in a Google
search, you will come up with many resources–mostly ebooks, and additional
sites for “free textbooks.” One such sight has a listing of eleven of the best sites
for textbooks.  Read more at "Developing Book Donation Resources."

We nurture and develop our staff for
innovation so we can transform and
grow, but has your library ever
considered reaching out to the crowd for
the transformation it seeks? If we
approach our communities as partners
rather than patrons, perhaps we can better
serve them by creating the 21st century
participatory library of the future for
which we’ve all been pining. So, why
consider crowdsourcing the library? Find
out in "Five Reasons to Crowdsource the Library."

Librarians work hard to get information and materials to everyone in their
communities, especially those who don’t have the means to get that information
anywhere else. In the age of the Internet, it can seem like everyone has access to
information at all times, but what about those places that librarians and the
Internet can’t reach? Enter Outernet. Find out more about the Outernet at
"Outernet: Humanity's Public Library."

The Public Library Association (PLA) held its annual Results Boot Camp
program this year on August 24th – 28th at the Nashville Public Library.
Facilitated by Sandra Nelson and June Garcia, this year’s event focused on
strategic planning and service delivery. In its tenth year, Boot Camp is described
by PLA as “intensive library management training,” although the specific focus
varies each year. Participants attend four full days and one half-day session,
which feature a mix of lecture-style instruction and small group work. Time is
also allotted for individual reflection about how the content fits in with your
particular library’s situation. Learn more in the article, "Results are What
Matters: PLA Bootcamp 2015."

The Dewey Decibels is a musical
program that was formed via an
Empowerment though the
Arts/Empowerment Academy
program at the Uniondale Public
Library in Uniondale, NY in
 2013. Librarian Syntychia
Kendrick-Samuel, who started
the program, recognized how
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music cemented her largely African-American, Caribbean, and Latino
community together. Like all communities, Uniondale worries about the safety of
its children, especially its teens. Read all about it in "Dewey Decibels: Teens
Creating Music at Their Library."

Midweek Media Mash-Up
A Choice Selection of Links for Your Perusal
 

Print: Not Dead Yet!
Will Binge-Watching Be the Death of Reading?
Book Lovers of Instagram
Mold Outbreak Threatens Boston Public Library's Rare Books
Washington Post talks to Jacqueline Woodson About Banned Books 
Excellent Podcast Series by Authors Sherman Alexie and Jess Walters
Results - Overdrive Survey of Nearly 17,000 Library Website Visitors

Snapshot
Last week, we asked: How do you prefer to read professional development
materials? The choices were e-book, paper book, or website/online. No one
chose e-book! 33.3% chose paper book and 66.7% choose website/online.
This week we're going for a more topical question (since it is Banned Books
week and all!)

Does your library host a Banned Books Week event or recognize
Banned Books Week in some way? 

Yes 
No 

I do not work in the library field 
 

 

From the Print Issue
Feature Article -- From the July/August 2015 Print Issue 
Public Library Advocacy: An Evidence-Based
Perspective on Sustainable Funding 
by Cheryl Stenstrom & Ken Haycock
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A new evidence-based perspective on evaluating
the advocacy efforts of public libraries is being
developed. By drawing on research from other
disciplines and the latest studies on libraries, a set
of advocacy best practices is emerging. Findings
show that building strong relationships with
funding decision-makers and other related tactics of
interpersonal influence could be important
advocacy tools.

Discussions about flat or declining funding have
become the “new normal” in public libraries. As
little as a decade ago, senior library professionals
spent much of their time concerned with finding new money and increasing funding; in
the last few years these efforts have been replaced with ongoing attempts to retain as
much funding as the year before. Since the latest recession started, more than half of the
public libraries in the United States (approximately 57 percent) have experienced
decreased or flat funding. A heightened interest in developing advocacy campaigns has
been one response taken by many libraries. Campaign goals may vary somewhat from
library to library, but at their root they are most often designed to sway the opinions of
those holding the purse strings and convince them that public libraries are a valuable
enough part of their community that they should be adequately funded. While the idea
of developing and implementing advocacy campaigns is not new to the work of public
librarians, the current financial situation suggests it may be time to become more
strategic through the use of evidence.

There are few evidence-based studies focusing on the request and approval process for
public library budgets, though the work done in other disciplines can help to reframe
these studies as well as to strengthen the findings and conclusions. New research is
being undertaken that considers a systematic approach to the techniques that are most
effective in positively influencing those making decisions about public library funding.
Drawing on the evidence from other disciplines, a growing body of work is being
developed that looks at the applicability of these approaches in the library context. To
date, it has been shown that different strategies and approaches are not only relevant but
perhaps even more effective. Read the entire article here.

Ask Us Anything

We want this newsletter to be a dialogue. If you have questions about PLOnline, Public
Libraries, PLA or anything else, send them in! Just hit reply and ask us anything. We’ll
try to answer every email and maybe even share our conversation in future newsletters.
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