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Trending
New on PL Online This Week

Is August the new month for romance?
"In its third year, Read a Romance
Month has turned August into a month
of not only sultry summer heat but also
sultry romance advocacy." Learn more
in August is Read a Romance Month.

Libraries are always talking about
using new technologies to reach
patrons, but what about circling back to
an old method? Canada’s Librarian
Radio Show highlights how two
librarians from the Vancouver Island
Regional Library discuss books and interview authors on their very own radio
show. 

As a library manager, how do you motivate your staff? What works and how do
you maintain it?  Check out Moving Motivation Beyond Lip Service. 

Public libraries, school libraries, and
academic libraries provide Americans
of all ages, backgrounds, and incomes
with access to “unlimited possibilities.”
The State of America’s Libraries 2015:
A Report from the American Library
Association recognizes American
libraries as “community anchor
institutions” whose missions include
economic benefits—as well as creating
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a more democratic, just, and equitable society.  Read more in Marybeth
Zeman's  The State of America's Libraries 2015.

Midweek Media Mash-Up
A Choice Selection of Links for Your Perusal

Keeping the Internet Safe: What it's Like to Be a Crypto-specialist
Mail Carrier Connects Boy with Books
Want to write a bestseller? Here's the formula.
A Competency-based Education Model
Beautiful Books for Creative Thinkers
A Tale of Tracking Reading
Listen: Technology Without Constant Interruptions? (12 minutes)

Snapshot
 
Last week we we asked which you prefer -- Paper Book or E-books.
Confirming our suspicipions, 94.1% chose Paper Books and 5.9% chose E-
Books. We here at PLOnline share your preference! But e-readers are so
nice and light… Anyway, we just read an article about how many Americans
do not use all of their vacation time. So this week we want to know where
you stand on this topic: 
 

Do you make sure to use all of your vacation time?
 

Yes 
No 

 

Indie and Self-Published E-Book Reviews -- From PLOnline
Silent Scream: An Edge of Your Seat Serial Killer Thriller
(Detective Kim Stone Crime Thriller Series Book 1) 
By Angela Marson $0.99 Kindle Edition

Review by Reese Kutzler

Detective Kim Stone has a track record for solving tough cases. When dead bodies start
mysteriously cropping up one after another, she digs up a secret from an abandoned
girl’s orphanage that someone would prefer to keep buried. But who could be the killer?
The local, well-known priest? The handyman who cares for his disabled daughter? The
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elderly housekeeper who treats everyone like her
favorite grandchild?  Readers meet Stone in the first
few pages, but unfortunately, the author spends far too
much time on irrelevant details — none of which
affect the plot or development of the main character.
And, the killer comes seemingly out of left field with
little or no history or context provided for this
character. The biggest concerns for this book though,
are the epiphanies the characters have as the plot
peaks. As clues are pieced together, broad,
generalized, and sweeping statements are made that
don’t quite add up. How Stone knew who the killer
was, where to be at what time, and how to find certain

bodies is unclear. Just because the characters have a light bulb moment, doesn’t mean
the readers do, too.

Ultimately, this is the first in a series of serial killer thrillers to be written by Marsons.
And while she should be commended for the solid plot concept, the storyline doesn’t
pick up until halfway through the book — and many readers won’t last that long. As the
author further develops the series, the books may improve, but at this time, this book is
not a solid addition to your library’s thriller collection.  See more Indie and Self-
Published ebook reviews here.

Ask Us Anything

We want this newsletter to be a dialogue. If you have questions about PLOnline, Public
Libraries, PLA or anything else, send them in! Just hit reply and ask us anything. We’ll
try to answer every email and maybe even share our conversation in future newsletters.

A division of the American
Library Association 
50 E Huron 
Chicago, IL 60611  
Contact: 
Kathleen
Hughes khughes@ala.org or 
Lian Sze lsze@ala.org
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