
ALA Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgendered Roundtable 

Philadelphia, PA 

Steering Committee I, Jan. 24, 2003 

Persons present: N. Eriksen, S. Stratton, B. Jaquay, R. Fark, J. Simonis, K. Stewart, M. 
Miller, S. Patrick, M. Poma, D. Lambert, F. Chadwell, E. Bosman, E. Edwards, C. 
Mulawka, K. Wells, W. Walker, B. Stevens, A. Moore, C. Zunt. Andrew Johnson, 
secretary. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:15 P.M. The agenda was approved, but due 
to the unavailability of the minutes of Steering Committee I from June 14, 2002, they 
could not be acted upon. When they are retrieved, they will be voted on then. 

The business of the meeting began with a report by the co-chairs of the RT., Steve 
Stratton and Anne Moore. There was a report from our representative to ALA Council, 
Robert P. Doyle, which will be forwarded to the listserve. In it there was a call for 
volunteers to serve on the AP A, the Diversity Council, the Legislative, Education and 
Literacy Assemblies. The goals for the RT were turned in to Council. These are: 

1. $40,000 for the Book Awards Prize endowment 
2. A program for PLA 
3. Publicity for the Stonewall Book Awards 
4. The preparation of subject bibliographies 

There was also discussion of the membership demographics survey, including the g/1/b/t/ 
identification issue on the membership form. The consensus seemed to be to put the 
issue to a vote. Ballots for the vote would go out in March. The ballot issues will be 
drawn up by Jaquay and Miller before Steering Committee II on Monday, Jan. 27, 2003. 
It was suggested that this information could be put on the bottom of the form as a tear-off 
section so that it could be separated from other membership information, especially 
names. 

The treasurer reported next. He noted that there was no "c" in the spelling of his 
name. The proposed budget for the RT needs to be submitted to Satia by the end of the 
mid-winter conference. It includes estimated revenues of $29,975, expenditures of 
$19,975, leaving a $10,000 amount to go to the Stonewall Book Awards endowment. We 
have received the go-ahead for the book award endowment. The treasurer noted that by 
moving funds into the endowment, we start receiving interest income, which will be re
invested until we reach our $40,000 goal. 

Committee reports followed. There was no report from the Archives 
Committee(Sue Searing, chair). The Book Awards Committee(Ellen Bosman, chair) 
stated that the work of the committee had been completed and that an announcement of 
the awards for this year would be made on Monday, Jan. 27. There was a discussion of 
the requirements for membership on this committee. These rules should include rules for 
appointment, rules for participation and rules for dismissal. The Breakfast Planning 
Committee(Bob Jaquay, chair) reported on the look of the new award. The designing 



project was to be given to a firm in Albany, NY to work on. Should ALA be named on 
the award? It was noted that the RT will not be. It was also noted that ALA is not 
mentioned on either the Newbery or the Caldecott awards. The breakfast will be held on 
June 23, 2003; a location has not been picked. A female speaker is needed for the event; 
suggestions are welcome. The price range this year will be the same as last - $50. We 
have no idea of costs at this point. There was no report from the Clearinghouse/Website 
Committee(Ellen Greenblatt, chair) nor from the External Relations Committee(Richard 
DiRusso, chair). The Fundraising Committee(Jim Simonis, chair) reported that letters 
have been sent out asking for contributions. There were two separate letters, one for 
people who had already donated, another for first-time contributors. $8,700 has been 
pledged to date plus there is $20,000 in the endowment. The committee had been notified 
that we really needed an endowment of $75,000 in order to provide for two $1,000 
awards plus an amount for travel expenses. The question of contacting foundations for 
donations to the endowment was raised and discussed as well as the need for guidelines 
concerning how much we would take from foundations. The possibility of matching 
grants was also discussed. In addition the possibility of contacting the general ALA 
membership in our solicitation of funds was raised. The Membership Committee(Emily 
Edwards, chair) reported that the volunteer form on the website is not working. She is 
working on a complete listing of who is actually in the RT. The Newsletter 
Committee(Ken Wells, chair) expressed thanks for all the help and articles given for the 
last issue of the newsletter. There is now a need for more of the same for the next issue. 
The Nominating Committee(Barbara Stevens, chair) reported that there are two nominees 
for Male co-chair: Michael Miller and Steve Stratton; the two nominees for treasurer are 
Ron Fark and Margaret Pas. The Program Planning Committee(Damien Lambert, chair) 
reported on plans for the Toronto conference. The social will be held in the Toronto City 
Hall. It was reported that the Intellectual Freedom Committee has a program planned for 
Toronto with Karen Schneider and Scott Bryson on the panel. A second program will be 
entitled The Glass Closet, Queers in High Places. There will also be a Read Aloud. The 
Canadian equivalent ofYALSA has contacted us about doing a program as has EMIERT. 
The EMIERT program would have to be in Orlando. 

Due to the lack of time, the meeting was adjourned with the rest of the planned 
agenda put off until Steering Committee IL 


