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Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Task Force 
Social Responsibilities Round Table 
American Library Association 
Midwinter Conference, 1996 
Minutes of the Steering Committee Meeting I 
San Antonio, Sheraton Gunter, Alamo Room 
January 19, 1996 

Attendance: 
Steering Committee Members present: Defendorf, Martin, Miller, Nitz, Thomas. Not present: DeSantis, Fattig, 
Mullin, Sandstrom. 

Also present: Michael Poma, Roland Hansen, Dee Michel, Michael (Michelle) Collard, Marshall Shore, David C. 
VanHoy, Steve Russo, Joeseph Eagan, Jules Tate. 

Martin called the meeting to order at 8:00pm. 

Attendees introduced themselves. 

Miller made a motion to approve the minutes. Thomas seconded. Minutes were approved by voice vote. 

Co-Chairs Reports: 

Martin gave an overview of relations with our ALA/OLOS liaison who has been an impediment to our successful 
management. In addition to personnel problems, the GLBTF (hereafter referred to as the Task Force) shows to have 
a negative balance after three years of having positive balances. The balance reports seem to be missing 
information and are incredibly difficult to read. 

Thomas reported that she had delivered her third letter to Peggy Barber delineating the Task Force's problems with 
OLOS. 

Martin then went on to describe internal conflicts within the Task Force. There appears to be discussion to align the 
Book Awards Program with the Feminist Task Force. This would be a major change in the focus and platform of 
the Task Force. In addition the discussions concerning this potential change have been covert, not happening on the 
GLBTF Steering Committee listserv. Martin and Thomas made it clear that the Task Force needs to be a cohesive 
organization. We need to listen, attempt to understand each others problems and dilemmas and to come to common 
ground. 

Thomas shared a letter from Mattye Nelson (OLOS) in which Nelson defends herself with a litany of reasons why 
she has not been able to perform functions for the Task Force. The letter was copied to Stephen Stillwell, Betty 
Turock, and Elizabeth Martinez. 

Martin also described the failure of the newsletter editor to complete his publishing duties and announced that the 
Task Force would be looking for a new newsletter editor. 

Martin also reiterated that the Task Force Book Awards program had to be financially independent by the year 
2000. At that time, ALA will cut off our funding for the Book Awards Program and Ceremonies. 

Martin and Thomas also related the Task Force's response to the letter to the American libraries editor about the 
"tragedy of being homosexual." It has been part of the Task Force's efforts to be more political. In that vein, the 
Task Force approved participation of a project solicited by John Cunningham to send copies of Uncommon Heroes 
to all Supreme Court justices. American libraries and Book.list didn't pick up on the event, but the SRRT Newsletter 
did print an article about the donation. There was a general consensus that "biblio-political action" was a great idea. 



Thomas infonned that Stepehn Stillwell is on a committee to oversee the operations of OLOS, and hopes to resolve 
some other personnel and staffing issues within that the department. 

Michel stated that the Task Force must make its clear that the Task Force is not a public embarrassment in ALA. 
That the Task Force should make itself a full participant in the ALA Self-study, and that we should request meetings 
with ALA candidates in order to ask questions. 

Martin asked if it was worth removing ourselves from ALA to become a self-sufficient agency. Hansen stated that 
the concept could be brought before SRRT Action Council, and that Action Council might consider removing itself 
as part of a group commitment; but felt that it would be better to simply work for realigning with another liaison for 
all of SRR T's task forces. 

Miller felt that ALA and American Libraries seems to be moving away from social issues. 

Michel suggested bringing up general ALA office incompetencies before the ALA General Meeting. 

Martin concluded that the Task Force should continue with its letter writing, that we should combine our 
documentation with that from other SRRT agencies and continue moving the awareness up the ALA chain of 
command before bringing the issue forth before the general membership. 

Michel suggested drafting a letter soliciting inquiring of other Task Forces for their ALA office liaison problems. 
As an alternative, Collard suggested picketing the ALA offices. 

Martin changed the topic to the schedule concerns for Annual Conference in New York, July 8-l l, 1996. 

Hansen is the liaison between the Steering Committee co-chairs and the Book Awards Breakfast Program 
Committee. He stated that the BABP Committee has chosen the Loews Hotel as the site of the Program. Philip 
Sherman will be assisting with local arrangements. Kathy Anderson is working on tickets The committee is Nancy 
Froelich, Ellen Greenblatt, Michael Lutes, Roland Hansen, Joseph Eagan and Shirley Fonseca. They are working 
on a booklet to be distributed at the Breakfast. It is anticipated that the booklet will be published outside ALA. 
Keynote speakers are still to be determined. No budget has yet been proposed. 

Martin requested that communications between the BABP and the Steering Committee improve. Hansen suggested 
that the Steering Committee allow the BABP plan the program they want and not to worry about them. 

Thomas insisted that this is part of a larger communications problem within the Task Force and it needs to be 
resolved. 

Eagan felt that it was important that the Book Awards Committee (BAC) understand the difference between the 
need for uncompromised privacy for the book award selection process and necessity of exchange for the 
programming process. These are two separate functions which tend to get cloudy. Michel commented that the 
BAC has historically felt the need to be insular from the greater Task Force. 

Thomas suggested that the co-chairs will begin attending all committee meetings with the Task Force in an effort to 
facilitate good communications and understanding between all sub-committees. 

Poma inquired if such activities of the co-chairs weren't written in the Task Force by-laws. 

Collard asked if the BAC had parity concerning bisexuals and the transgendered. He suggested that this might be 
considered in the strategic planning. 

Michel proposed that the membership supports the co-chairs concerns in monitoring the activities of the BAC. 



Steering Committee Chair Reports 

Clearinghouse 

Defendorf had nothing to report. 

Secretary 

Nitz had nothing new to report. 

Newsletter 

Fattig was not present. 

Book Awards 

DeSantis was not present. 

Finance 

Mullin was not present. 

Programming 

Miller described the status of the 1996 and 1997 Conference programming cycles. 

The 1996 program topic will be Outreach to Underserved Communities. The program already has several co
sponsors including REFORMA, the Black Caucus, and the Lesbian Herstory Archives. One speaker has already 
committed 

Collard suggested that someone concerned with library service to the aging be considered. Miller said he would 
contact the Speakers Bureau for such. 

The 1997 program being considered is a forum/debate between those who voice differences in the pages of 
American Libraries. 

Miller requested more information on the plans of the BABP committee. He needs their budget requests by Sunday 
morning. He stressed that members of the BABP need to attend the Midwinter and Annual conferences in order to 
participate in committee meetings. 

Martin stated that the Task Force will not accept a ticket price for the Breakfast that is below cost and a small 
cushion to cover for unanticipated expenditures. Collard suggested contacting SIRS as a potential underwriter of the 
BA Breakfast Program. 

New Business 

Marshall Shore representing the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies, Library Serving 
Special Populations, Library Services to the Deaf Forum requested co-sponsorship from the Task Force of the 
program they are producing for the 1996 Annual Conference entitled: Come Meet Some Great Deaf Authors to be 
presented Sunday, July 7, 1996 from 2 to 5pm. Raymond Luczak is a confirmed speaker for this program. He is 
the author of Eyes of Desire: a Gay Deaf Reader. The Committee approved co-sponsorship of the program. 



Michael Collard requested that the word "transgender" be added to the name of the Task Force. The co-chairs 
invited him to solicit interested people to fonn a discussion committee to consider the idea and present it to the full 
Task Force at Annual (either 1996 or 1997). 

Martin called for the meeting to adjourn. Hansen seconded the request. The meeting was closed at l 0:05pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Michael L. Nitz 
GLBTF Secretary, 1995/1996 
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