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Creatively and scientifically minded, Lydia Kang is both
a physician and an author of adult fiction, YA fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry. Those talents combine in her
latest novel, Opium and Absinthe, which
compassionately tackles the topic of opioid addiction
within the context of an historical mystery during New
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oA \AND & York City's Gilded Age. When Tillie Pembroke's sister is
BSTNTHE found dead and drained of blood, Tillie must
1 L determine whether the killer is a vampire—like the
= one in Bram Stoker's recently released Dracula—or
LYDIA KANG someone even more macabre. As Tillie becomes

increasingly addicted to laudanum, she teams up with
] ) a handsome newsie to try and hunt for the truth. For
Opium and Absinthe other sensitive depictions of sleuths who are

By Lydia Kang struggling with addiction, try Abir Mukherjee's A
Rising Man or Alex Segura's Blackout.
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A note from Booklist: With you, your patrons, and your loved ones spending more time
at home during this difficult period, it is of utmost importance for us here at Booklist
to provide you with resources that keep you connected, informed, and hopeful about
the world around us. Would you like to see specific topics explored through webinars,
blog posts, podcasts, and more? Need help boosting the signal about a favorite read
or resource? Please contact us here. We'd love to hear from you. Plus, for free access
to Booklist Online, regardless of whether or not you have a subscription, click here.

WHAT IS A BOOKLIST ONLINE EXCLUSIVE REVIEW?

Booklist Online exclusive reviews complement Booklist's already extensive print coverage,
allowing us both to review some subject areas in greater depth and to weigh in more
quickly on titles not released for review in advance of publication. Occasionally, we write
new reviews of older books, too, to offer fresh perspective on a familiar work. These titles
are recommended, with qualifications as noted, for purchase by public and school libraries;
for further information, please consult the Booklist selection policy.
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