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 Strong Voices:
Fi�een American
Speeches Worth
Knowing 
By Tonya Bolden 

Though Tonya Bolden's Strong Voices: Fi�een
American Speeches Worth Knowing is a welcome
work of nonfic�on for young readers, she also pens
historical fic�on. Taken together, these two disciplines
illuminate Bolden's passion and knowledge for
history. In Strong Voices, Bolden contextualizes
featured orators and historical events before delving
into the edited, one- to two-page versions of their
speeches. Eric Velasquez's drama�c illustra�ons allow
readers to even further connect with the era being
portrayed, leading to a meaningful framework that
will help readers understand the speeches'
importance. For more youth �tles about big speeches,
par�cularly by Black historical figures, try Powerful
Words, by Wade Hudson, or A Place to Land, by Barry
Wi�enstein. And be on the lookout for Changing the
Equa�on: 50+ US Black Women in STEM, also by
Bolden, which was released last month. 

One Person, No Vote: How Not All Voters Are
Treated Equally 

Dark Sky Rising: Reconstruc�on and the Dawn of Jim
Crow  

Inven�ng Victoria  

No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and His
Kingdom in Kansas  

 Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, a
Monumental American Man  

 Crossing Ebenezer Creek
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In this episode of the Shelf Care Interview, Maggie Reagan talks to Ibram X. Kendi and Jason
Reynolds. Stamped: Racism, An�racism, and You, Reynolds' remix for young readers of
Kendi's Stamped From the Beginning, comes out in March from Li�le, Brown. 
click to listen →
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A note from Booklist: With you, your patrons, and your loved ones spending more �me
at home during this difficult period, it is of utmost importance for us here at Booklist
to provide you with resources that keep you connected, informed, and hopeful about
the world around us. Would you like to see specific topics explored through webinars,
blog posts, podcasts, and more? Need help boos�ng the signal about a favorite read
or resource? Please contact us here. We'd love to hear from you. Plus, for free access
to Booklist Online, regardless of whether or not you have a subscrip�on, click here.

WHAT IS A BOOKLIST ONLINE EXCLUSIVE REVIEW?

Booklist Online exclusive reviews complement Booklist's already extensive print coverage,
allowing us both to review some subject areas in greater depth and to weigh in more
quickly on �tles not released for review in advance of publica�on. Occasionally, we write
new reviews of older books, too, to offer fresh perspec�ve on a familiar work. These �tles
are recommended, with qualifica�ons as noted, for purchase by public and school libraries;
for further informa�on, please consult the Booklist selec�on policy.
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