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  The Skin of
Dreams: New and
Collected Poems,
1995-2018 
By Quraysh Ali Lansana 

Although Quraysh Ali Lansana’s projects range from
poetry to literary cri�cism to children’s books, they
consistently provide keen observa�ons of iden�ty,
race, and social class. In his latest poetry collec�on,
The Skin of Dreams: New and Collected Poems, 1995-
2018, Lansana starts with his newest poems and
unspools backwards to works from the mid-nine�es,
reverse-chronologically char�ng his evolu�on from
infatuated child to middle-aged father. Occasionally
funny, o�en pensive, and always rive�ng, Lansana
boldly reflects on pain and grief—in himself, in
Chicago, in America. Lansana is an astute student of
Gwendolyn Brooks, so his wri�ngs will naturally
appeal to her fanbase; recommend his eclec�c
collec�on, included below, to though�ul readers. 
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Howard Stern Comes Again 
By Howard Stern 

It’s been almost 25 years since Howard Stern came—
to a library near you. His two previous books, Private
Parts (1993) and Miss America (1995), were puerile,
gross, outrageous, and o�en hysterically funny. Here,
Stern takes a more measured tone. Not that there
aren’t gross and outrageous moments, but Stern, now
in his 60s and a�er years of psychotherapy, wants
readers to know he’s matured.
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Booklist Online exclusive reviews complement Booklist's already extensive print coverage,
allowing us both to review some subject areas in greater depth and to weigh in more
quickly on �tles not released for review in advance of publica�on. Occasionally, we write
new reviews of older books, too, to offer fresh perspec�ve on a familiar work. These �tles
are recommended, with qualifica�ons as noted, for purchase by public and school libraries;
for further informa�on, please consult the Booklist selec�on policy.
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