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Secrets of a Happy
Marriage
By Cathy Kelly

Popular Irish author Cathy Kelly weaves a lovely,
multigenerational tale in her latest novel, Secrets of a
Happy Marriage. As Edward Brannigan’s seventieth
birthday party approaches, tensions grow among the
women closest to him. Edward’s daughter, who is
struggling with infertility, resents Edward’s second
wife, Bess. Bess grapples with her role in Edward’s
family while attempting to control her own daughter,
who has finally found her voice and independence. By
the time they celebrate Edward’s birthday, familial
tension gives rise to confrontations that will change
the lives of these women forever. Despite the surface-
level drama, Kelly writes with her trademark warmth
and sensitively depicts the different ways people find
their place in the world. Recommend Kelly’s mature,
Irish chick lit to readers who have enjoyed Maeve
Binchy and Sheila O'Flanagan.
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Booklist Online exclusive reviews complement Booklist's already extensive print coverage,
allowing us both to review some subject areas in greater depth and to weigh in more
quickly on titles not released for review in advance of publication. Occasionally, we write
new reviews of older books, too, to offer fresh perspective on a familiar work. These titles
are recommended, with qualifications as noted, for purchase by public and school libraries;
for further information, please consult the Booklist selection policy.
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