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The Extraordinary Life
of Sam Hell 
By Robert Dugoni 

Dugoni is best known for his compulsively readable
thrillers, especially his Tracy Crosswhite and David
Sloane series. His latest novel, however, is an
inspira�onal bildungsroman rich in quo�dian love,
trials, and heartbreak. Born with strange eyes, Sam
Hill becomes an optometrist, and the book alternates
between two �me lines—adolescence and adulthood
—as he figures out what type of person he truly is.
Dugoni's previous works will appeal to fans of John
Sandford, Lee Child, Lisa Unger, and other
cornerstone crime novelists, but recommend The
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell (out this April) to
readers who prefer the rich sen�mentality and
Dickensian depth of John Irving. In the mean�me, be
sure to have these �tles on hand. 
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In January of 2015, editor Carol Hinz had an idea for a
children's poetry picture book that discussed race in a
way that would be accessible to middle-grade
audiences. She reached out to poet and children's
author Irene Latham and asked her to suggest a
partner for the project. Irene chose poet Charles
Waters to write with her, and many dra�s, phone
calls, and revisions later the book became Can I Touch
Your Hair? Poems of Race, Mistakes, and Friendship. 

Can I Touch Your Hair? has received two starred
reviews and has been used in grade school, middle
school, and even high school classrooms across the
country to facilitate open and honest conversa�ons
about race. I asked Irene, Charles, and Carol to share
how they created this incredible, sensi�ve book and
also how the book has been received by young
readers. Here is their conversa�on. read more→
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WHAT IS A BOOKLIST ONLINE EXCLUSIVE REVIEW?

Booklist Online exclusive reviews complement Booklist's already extensive print coverage,
allowing us both to review some subject areas in greater depth and to weigh in more
quickly on �tles not released for review in advance of publica�on. Occasionally, we write
new reviews of older books, too, to offer fresh perspec�ve on a familiar work. These �tles
are recommended, with qualifica�ons as noted, for purchase by public and school libraries;
for further informa�on, please consult the Booklist selec�on policy.
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