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Gale's Integration with Google
Apps for Education Creates New 
In Context Fans

As co-librarian at Prosper High School in
Texas and leader of the Library and
Instructional Technology Team for her
school district, Richelle O'Neil always has
the interests of K–12 students and teachers
in mind. These days, that means showing
them how productive they can be when
they use Gale's In Context integrated with
Google Apps for Education. "My co-
librarians and I work with teachers from all
subject areas, and we try to find ways to
incorporate our research databases with
any research projects they are doing," she
says. "This campus ‘went Google' 2.5 years
ago, so anything we do with classes is tied
into Google Apps for Education. When In
Context rolled out the integration with
Google, that was awesome! Now students
can sign in to their Google account within In
Context and save articles into their Google
accounts with one or two clicks." Gale's In
Context suite of products is an online
resources that combine an easily searchable
design with current, authoritative
information covering such areas as
Biography, Global Issues, Opposing
Viewpoints, Science, U.S. History, and
World History. Google Apps for Education is
a suite of tools for classroom collaboration
that lets users create, share, and edit files
in real time. Together, they're ideal for
today's digitally connected students and
classrooms.
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FROM THE BOOKLIST READER

Taxi from the Afterlife: Why Two Men Vowed to Publish Their Dead
Friend's Books
By Keir Graff

For most writers, trying to write
and trying to get published is like
balancing on a fence. Many of
them fall off—and some of them
never climb back on. Those
trapped on one side of the fence
may write one book and spend the
next 20 years trying to get it
published, missing out in the
meantime on opportunities to
improve their craft. Or, in even rarer instances, things could go the other way, and
the writer could complete 20 books in that time, getting better and better while
letting the chance at publication slip farther and farther away. 
>>read more

 

Midwinter Read 'n' Rave Report: Upcoming Middle-Grade and YA Titles
By Rebecca Vnuk

Booklist and the Association of
American Publishers (AAP) debuted
a new program at this year's
Annual Conference, Read 'n' Rave,
which was so popular, we brought
it to the Midwinter Meeting, this
time letting youth librarians in on
the fun. The program brings
together a panel of collection-
development librarians who roam
the exhibit aisles in search of galleys that should be on your radar. >>read more

 

SECOND LOOK

The Asphalt Warrior, by Gary Reilly

"'Why would anybody go anywhere?' That's a question that vexes
Denver cab driver and unpublished writer Brendan Murphy, or
'Murph,' the protagonist of The Asphalt Warrior (2012) and six
subsequent novels so far. Murph himself doesn't want to go
anywhere or do anything—and his position behind the wheel gives
him plenty of time to observe people who are doing both." >>read
more
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BOOKLIST ONLINE EXCLUSIVE REVIEWS

Adult - Nonfiction

Religion

Grounded: Finding God in the World—a Spiritual
Revolution, by Diana Butler Bass

"Bass has that gift of seeing the world around her and drawing
together the threads of her experience and her extensive
library to weave a cohesive ideology of living in connection with
and concern for other humans."

How's Your Faith? An Unlikely Spiritual Journey, by David Gregory

Science

 The Secret Lives of Bats: My Adventures with the
World's Most Misunderstood Mammals, by Merlin Tuttle

"But it was when he discovered that no one had ever produced
good photographs of bats exhibiting their natural behaviors
that a conservation star was born, for it was through Tuttle's
beautiful bat photographs that the general public, via the aegis
of National Geographic and countless books, discovered how
cool—and cute!—bats could be."  

The Arts

Art: A Visual History, by Robert Cumming

History

PT 109: An American Epic of War, Survival, and the Destiny of John F.
Kennedy, by William Doyle

Adult - Fiction

General Fiction

Ways to Spend the Night, by Pamela Painter

Crime Fiction

Desperate Measures, by Jo Bannister

Tom Clancy Commander in Chief, by Mark Greaney

Truth Always Kills, by Rick Ollerman

Historical
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Mrs. Houdini, by Victoria Kelly

Romance

The Match of the Century, by Cathy Maxwell

SF/Fantasy

Chimera, by Mira Grant

"More biothriller than horror novel, Grant's tale explores the
ramifications of scientific breakthrough and the meaning of
'humanness' in this action-packed and suspenseful story."

Departure, by A. G. Riddle

Skyborn, by David Dalglish

Graphic Novels

Adult

Adult Contemporary, written and illustrated by Bendik Kaltenborn

Young Adult

The Crogan Adventures: Last of the Legion, written and illustrated by Chris
Schweizer

Hereville: How Mirka Caught a Fish, written and illustrated
by Barry Deutsch

"Deutsch seamlessly integrates details about Mirka's Jewish
Orthodox traditions into this third Hereville adventure, which is
packed with puzzles, magic, and some comical sibling conflict
as well as some touching family scenes."

Youth - Nonfiction

Feelings & Behavior

Learning to Be Kind and Understand Differences: Empathy Skills for Kids
with AD/HD, by Judith Glasser and Jill Menkes Kushner and illustrated by Charles
Beyl

Social Science

Fantastic Fugitives: Criminals, Cutthroats, and Rebels Who Changed
History (While on the Run!), by Brianna DuMont

Science

Animal Groups, by Jill Esbaum and illustrated by Frans Lanting

Elephant Journey: The True Story of Three Zoo Elephants and Their Rescue
from Captivity, by Rob Laidlaw and illustrated by Brian Deines

Extreme Planet: Carsten Peter's Adventures in Volcanoes, Caves, Canyons,
Deserts, and Beyond!, by Carsten Peter and Glen Phelan
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Science Stunts: Fun Feats of Physics, by Jordan D.
Brown and illustrated by Anthony Owsley

"Brown takes inspiration from questions that children often
have about the world around them and uses inquiry and
curiosity as the basis of each experiment."

Technology

13 Bridges Children Should Know, by Brad Finger

Top 10 for Kids: Gaming, by Paul Terry

Arts

Guide to Photography, by Nancy Honovich and Annie Griffiths

Folklore & Fairy Tales

Fionn MacCumhail's Amazing Stories, by Eddie Lenihan and illustrated by Alan
Clarke

Crafts & Hobbies

Amazing Braids, Buns, and Twists, by Eric Mayost and illustrated by Roee
Fainburg

Nursery Rhymes

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep, written and illustrated by Jane
Cabrera

"The whole book—from its clever concepts and rhyming text
to its adorable textured-collage artwork—is fun, but
watching the black sheep go from being fat and furry to
nearly naked after giving away her wool will make children
laugh out loud."

History

A History of Civilization in 50 Disasters, by Gale Eaton

Youth - Fiction

General Fiction

All for a Dime! A Bear and Mole Story, written and illustrated by Will
Hillenbrand

Awake Beautiful Child, by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and illustrated by Gracia Lam

Ballet Cat: Dance! Dance! Underpants!, written and illustrated by Bob Shea

Batman: Gotham City's Guardian, by Matthew Manning and illustrated by
Steven Gordon

Bear Is Not Tired, written and illustrated by Ciara Gavin

Captain Jack and the Pirates, by Peter Bently and illustrated by Helen Oxenbury

Collateral Damage, by Patrick Jones and Brent Chartier

"This entry in the Support and Defend series will draw military and nonmilitary
teens alike. The high/low story is full of action and raw emotion that will
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engage reluctant readers."

Crane Boy, by Diana Cohn and illustrated by Youme Landowne

A Crash of Rhinos, by Greg Danylyshyn and illustrated by Stephan Lomp

Cut Off, by Jamie Bastedo

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Old School, written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney

Dinosaur Rocket!, written and illustrated by Penny Dale

Down Here, by Valerie Sherrard and illustrated by Isabelle Malenfant

Elmer and the Flood, written and illustrated by David McKee

The Finding Place, by Julie Hartley

Go, Little Green Truck!, by Roni Schotter and illustrated by Julia Kuo

The Goodbye Book, written and illustrated by Todd
Parr

"Each description of a feeling is paired with an
illustration of the fish unmistakably experiencing that
emotion, which nicely affirms that there are lots of ways
to feel about losing someone, and they are all OK."

Groundhog's Day Off, by Robb Pearlman and illustrated by Brett Helquist

Home Team: The Extra Yard, by Mike Lupica

How Do Dinosaurs Stay Friends?, by Jane Yolen and illustrated by Mark Teague

I Love You Already!, by Jory John and illustrated by Benji Davies

Identity Crisis, by Melissa Schorr

In the Canyon, by Liz Garton Scanlon and illustrated by Ashley Wolff

Jack and Louisa: Act 2, by Andrew Keenan-Bolger and Kate Wetherhead

Job Wanted, by Teresa Bateman and illustrated by Chris Sheban

Louise Trapeze Did NOT Lose the Juggling Chickens, by Micol Ostow and
illustrated by Brigette Barrager

Marguerite's Christmas, by India Desjardins and illustrated by Pascale Blanchet

Mr. Goat's Valentine, by Eve Bunting and illustrated by Kevin Zimmer

The Noisy Foxes, written and illustrated by Amy Husband

On the Road with Mallory, by Laurie Friedman and illustrated by Jennifer Kalis

Pete Makes a Mistake, written and illustrated by Emily Arnold McCully

Please, Open This Book!, by Adam Lehrhaupt and illustrated by Matthew
Forsythe
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"Kids, who will love being in on the joke, will enjoy the
illustrations that prove the damage a closed book
creates: an alligator in a sling, a toucan with a
bandaged beak, a much bruised banana."

Pull, by Kevin Waltman

Rock-a-Bye Romp, by Linda Ashman and illustrated by Simona Mulazzani

See How They Run, by Ally Carter

The Sister Pact, by Stacie Ramey

Sit, Stay, Love, by J. J. Howard

Sleight of Hand, by Natasha Deen

Stink and the Attack of the Slime Mold, by Megan McDonald and illustrated by
Peter H. Reynolds

 The Story I'll Tell, by Nancy Tupper Ling and
illustrated by Jessica Lanan

"Each double-page spread features at least one warm,
glowing light, and these sweet stories and warm lights
aptly convey the love that mothers and fathers, birth
or adopted, have for their children."

The Story of Snowflake and Inkdrop, written by Alessandro Gatti and
Pierdomenico Baccalario and illustrated by Simona Mulazzani

There's a Giraffe in My Soup, written and illustrated by Ross Burach

Thicker than Water, by Kelly Fiore

"This tense psychological drama navigates both drug addiction
and difficult family dynamics to great effect. Gritty but never
melodramatic, it explores tough choices, the price of
forgiveness, and the lengths we will go for family."

Tough Guys (Have Feelings Too), written and illustrated by Keith Negley

Zora's Zucchini, by Katherine Pryor and illustrated by Anna Raff

Action/Adventure

Ruby Redfort: Feel the Fear, written and illustrated by Lauren Child

To Catch a Cheat, by Varian Johnson

Trace Evidence, by Kathy Reichs and Brendan Reichs

Mystery

The Case of the Girl in Grey, by Jordan Stratford and illustrated by Kelly Murphy

Trust Me, by Romily Bernard
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Historical Fiction

Banished, by Kimberley Griffiths Little

Cherry Blossom Baseball, by Jennifer Maruno

The Hero Two Doors Down: A Story of Friendship
between a Boy and a Baseball Legend, by Sharon
Robinson

"Inspired by a true story, Robinson tells the tale of a young
boy who was able to befriend his hero (and the author's
father), Jackie Robinson."

Mystery in the Frozen Lands, by Martyn Godfrey

A Spoonful of Jam, by Michelle Magorian

A Tiny Piece of Sky, by Shawn K. Stout

SF/Fantasy

Battle of the Bots, by C. J. Richards and illustrated by Goro Fujita

Blood Passage, by Heather Demetrios

Blue in the Face: A Story of Risk, Rhyme, and Rebellion, by Gerry Swallow
and illustrated by Valerio Fabbretti

Creature Keepers and the Swindled Soil-Soles, by Peter
Nelson and Rohitash Rao

"Once again, the authors fold lots of zany notions—Syd's big,
hairy feet are actually magic boots that he stomps to relieve
seismic pressure along a continental fault line—and pen-and-ink
drawings of grimacing monsters and wide eyed humans into a
fast-paced romp."

Hamster Princess: Of Mice and Magic, written and illustrated by Ursula Vernon

Hawthorn, by Carol Goodman

The Lost Sword, by Huw Powell

The Mage of Trelian, by Michelle Knudsen

"Humorous moments lighten the overall tone, and despite
dark, scary situations, this is a reassuring read in which the
characters survive trauma and find their true purpose with love
and support."

The Misshapes: Annihilation Day, by Alex Flynn

The Secrets of Solace, by Jaleigh Johnson

The Shadow's Curse, by Amy McCulloch

The Skylighter, by Becky Wallace

Wild Sky, by Suzanne Brockmann and Melanie Brockmann
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Scary Stories

The Doomed Amusement Park, by Michael Teitelbaum and illustrated by Ron
Bucalo

Myles and the Monster Outside, by Philippa Dowding and illustrated by Shawna
Daigle

The Thickety: Well of Witches, by J. A. White and illustrated by Andrea
Offermann

Audio

Adult

Big Magic: Creative Living beyond Fear, written and
read by Elizabeth Gilbert

"Her breezy, conversational writing style matches her
calm, natural, soothing, and engaging speaking voice in
this title, which is part memoir and part self-help."

Bennington Girls Are Easy, written by Charlotte Silver and read by Rachel
Fulginiti

Dark Places of the Earth: The Voyage of the Slave
Ship Antelope, by Jonathan M. Bryant and read
by Tom Zingarelli

"Narrator Zingarelli's brisk, straightforward, but
restrained reading gives the story all the gravitas it
deserves while allowing listeners the space and time to
understand the full import of this tragic case."

Devil's Bridge, by Linda Fairstein and read by Barbara Rosenblat

Last Ragged Breath, by Julia Keller and read by Shannon McManus

The Haunted Season, by G. M. Malliet and read by Michael Page

Villa America, by Liza Klaussmann and read by Jennifer Woodward
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in greater depth and to weigh in more quickly on titles not released for
review in advance of publication. Occasionally, we write new reviews of
older books, too, to offer fresh perspective on a familiar work. These
titles are recommended, with qualifications as noted, for purchase by
public and school libraries; for further information, please consult the
Booklist selection policy.
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